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CHAPTER VI. • 

OrangB and Count Louis in France— Peace with the Huguenots— Coligny's memoir, pre- 
sented by request to Charles IX., on the subject of inyading the Netherlands—Secret 
correspondence of Oruige organised by Paul Buys — Privateering commissions issued by 
the Prince— R^ilatioDs prescribed by him for the fleets thus created— Impoverished 
condition of the Prince— His fortitude— His personal sacrifices and privations— His 
generosity— Renewed contest between the Duke and the Estates on tlie subject of the 
tenth and twentieth pence — Violent disputes in the coimcil— Firm opposition of Viglius 
— ^Edic^ commanding the immediate collection of the tax—Popular tumults — ^Viglius 
denounced by Alva— The Duke's fierce complaints to the King— Secret schemes of Philip 
against Queen Elisabeth of England— The Ridolfi plot to murder Eli2al>eth counte- 
nanced by Philip and Pius V.- The King's orders to Alva to farther tlie plan— The 
Duke's remonstrances — Explosion of the plot — Obstinacy of Philip— Renewed com- 
plaints of Alva as to the imprudent service required of him— Other attempts of Philip to 
murder Elizabeth— Don John of Austria in the Levant — Battle of Lepanto— Slothfulnesa 
of Selim— Appointment of Medina Cceli— Incessant wrangling in Brussels upon the tax — 
Persevering efforts of Orange — Contempt of Alva for the Prince — Proposed sentence of 
ignominy against his name— Sonoy's mission to Germany — Remarkable papers issued by 
the Ftinoe — ^The ''haran^e** — Intense hatred for Alva entertained by the highest i\a 
well as lower orders — Visit of Francis de Alava to Brussels — His unfavourable report to 
the King — Querulous language of the Duke — Deputation to Spain— Universal revolt 
against the tax — Ferocity o^Alva — Execution of eighteen tradesmen secretly ordered — 
Interrupted by the captm#of Brill— Beggars of the sea— The younger Wild Boar of 
Ardennes — Reconciliation between the English government and that of Al=va— The 
Netherland privateersraen ordered out of English ports— De la Marck's fleet before Brill 
—The town summoned to surrender^— Commissioners sent out to the fleet— Flight of the 
magistrates and townspeople — Capture of the place — Indignation of Alva — Popular ex- 
ultation in Brussels— Puns and caricatures— Bossu ordered to recover the town of Brill 
— His defeat— His perfidious entrance into Rotterdam — Massacre in that city— Flushing 
revolutionised— Unsuccessful attempt of Governor de Bouigogne to recall the citizens to 
their obedience — Expedition under Treslong from Brill to assist the town of Flushing — 
Murder of Pacheco Dy the Patriots— *t Zeraerts appointed Governor of Walcheren by 
Orange. 



While such had been the domestic 
events of the Netherlands during the 
years 1569 and 1570, the Prince of 
Orange, although again a wanderer, 
had never allowed himself to despair. 
During this whole period, the darkest 
hour for himself and for his country, 
he was ever watchfuL After disband- 
ing his troops at Strasburg, and after 
making the best arrangements possible 
under the circumstances for the even- 
tual payment of their wages, he had 
joined the army which the Duke of 



Deux Fonts had been raising in Ger- 
many to assist the cause of the Hugue- 
nots in France.^ The Prince having 
been forced to acknowledge that, for 
the moment, all open efforts in the 
Netherlands were likely to be fruit- 
less, instinctively turned his eyes to- 
wards the more favourable aspect of 
the Reformation in France. It was. 
inevitable that, while he was thus 
thrown for the time out of his legiti-., 
mate employment, he should be led to 
the battles of freedom in a neighbour- 



VOL. n. 



1 Bor, V. 269. Archives et Correspoudance, in. 5i(). 



% TU It'at of ilut 

V. i.' :• • • f. •/■/.•.'. ?.•.... ^iry f'K.ll har'ijy 

if'iFfit'l v,;w ;/..vJ, aj: it. v^«".r«;, t/i [lUt 
J.jii.i-.i if ;jii.'l l.iiF. ;jLf7/iy »jri'J«;r th*5 oH';rB 
«jf ht:uiyt ' 

M« JMj».jiij<r Ui»: J»rJ.?,l«: '>f .Jmniao li.vl 

\tt:t fi i'iny}it.; \.\if |*ri?ir:«! iff ('.'HuiA, 

€',.i-tt'\ wiUi w/uri'Jrf, :tn(J fixduiiiiin^ 
Ur.ii. ii vv(M »twri-M, I/, flir; for '/hrlMt and 
r.'iiiriti;-, liiul fallfii fniiri Mh M.v]dJf« ; 
Mi<- M'h'tlfi Wmriivtuii anriy htt/l \)*»ii 
ruiil.i'il liy Uiii royal f«»rr<!H under Ui« 
n'liiiiiuLl <><iiiiiiiaMd of Anjoti, and tlu; 
li'idy f»f (jindt^, lied tdtrtiic back of a 
tUi'iuw, ii:ul Immmi |>iirml(!d iliroiigh the 
I'tii't't^ «if .lani:i(! in di-nHion.' Aftain* 
liiul alri'iuly Krcwn alinoHi an black for 
ihi\ fiuiKc «»f friMMliini in Kranw? oa in 
tin* prtiviiiiM'H. Slmrtly aftxTwanln 
AVillintii t»f ()ranK<\ with a l>and of 
iwi'lvo hmidriHl iKipKMiii'n, joinwl tho 
iNunii'i-H of ColiKny. HiH two brothoFH 
aiM'DiniMmird liini.'* lIcMiry, tho Htrip- 
\'\r\}t. \iiu\ li>ft tilt* nnivorHity to foHow 
llji» ftMinnoH of tho Princo. Tho indo- 
niil.-iblo IjiMiin. nftor wvon thoiwaiid of 
hiH nnny )i:id Ikmmi Hiain, had Hwuin 
nnki>d aoroHN tho Knii*. oxo.Iainihig ''that 
hJH oounigo. thank (mkI, waa m froMh 
ami iivo.Iy tun ovor,"* and had K>8t not 
a ni onion t in nMicwinf^ his hoBtile 
B<'hon)os ap:ainAt tlic S^vinish gtn'cm- 
nuMit. In tlio nioantinio he ha«i joined 
tho llugiirnofjt in France. Tho Kittle 
of Munoontonr had KuocoothM. Count 
IVtor Mansfold, with live thousand 
<ri^i»|w sont- by Alv,*, tiphting on the 
i«ido of tho K(t>'Dlisti8. and l«ouie> Nassau 
on thni of tho Hujnionot*, atoning by 
<ho Mo.idinoss anil skill with whioJi ho 
co\ ontl llio nMivat. for his inloni|x^rat* 
riMn':ijri\ whioh hjid pnvipitsitM the 
aotii<n. and ]vrha]-»s l>oen the main 
cinso I if l\^liguy's ovorLhrow/ The 
]\iniv oi iVanco. who ha*l Ivon |>o- 
roin]^toi ily oaIIiM to the N (»t.he.rlands in 
tho ivuinviing of t.ho antnmn. wa«» not 
^irorvnt ill tho bftttle. Pisciiiftod as a 
jwisant.. witV. but t.xe att^-.id.int.s. and 
«1 irreat ]viil. bo ha 1 cTtispotl iho cne- 

■ IV TJi.Hu u V. liT. xiv. ;.7(^«;r». 
^^xv e]<i., iiL £7^ STS. 



IJiUrJi Jiepullic, [lo70. 

rny'« lin«<, traversi?! France, and ar- 
riv»:'l in Germany btf«jre the winter.* 
Count hou'iH remained iivdth the Hugue- 
notH. So necessary did he seem to 
their caiiw;, and fkj dear had he become 
iff t}i*;ir annicH. tliat during the severe 
ilhioHH of Coligny in the course of the 
following Huninier all eyes were turned 
ujKin him as the inevitable siiccessor 
of that great man/ the only remaining 
pillar of freedom in France. 

Coligny recovered. The deadly 
j)efice between the Huguenots and the 
Court succeeded. The Admiral, de- 
spite his sagacity and his suspicions, 
embarked with his whole party up6n 
that smooth and treacherous current 
which led to the horrible catastrophe 
of Saint Bartholomew. To occupy his 
attention, a formal engagement was 
made by tho government to send suc- 
cour to the Netherlands. The Admiral 
was to load tho auxilLaries which were 
to be desi>atched across the frontier to 
overthrow the tjTannical government 
of Alva. Long and anxious were the 
colloquies held l>etween Coligny and 
tho li()yalist8.'* Tho monarch requested 
a detailed opinion, in writing, from the 
Admiral, on the most advis;ible plan 
for invading tho Netherlands. The 
result was the preparation of the cele- 
brate nieiaoir, under Coligny 's direc- 
tions, by young l)e Momay, Seigneur 
de PloRsis. The dc^cument was cer- 
tainly not a papT of the highest order. 
It tlid not a]>]H»al to the loftier in- 
stincts which kings or common mor- 
I tals might In? sup^x^etl to posse^is. It 
I summoned the nionan^h to the contest 
in the Netherlands that the ancient 
: injuries conunittotl by Si^iin might he 
I avengeii It invokotl tho ght"»st of Isa- 
I bolla of Franco, foully munlorcvl. as it 
' was thought, by Philip. It hold out 
! the pnv»i>eot of roannoxing tho fair 
] p^o^'inoos. wrost<Hi from tho King's an- 
I oestors by former Siv-inish sovoroigi^s. 

■ It jwintoil tho hazanious i^^sitii^n of 
Philip, with tho M«v^rish revolt gnaw- 

' ing at tho entrails of hi? kingilom. with 

■ ~»~"IV Tiion. 1 V xlvi. t. V. f.^ fiSji. 

• Groo-n V. riins;., Arohivcset LVmospon- 
Aim?c, ii-. !«22. IV Thou, t. t. ir. x'.ri. 627. 
R^r. V. 2«». 

• IV V..o\\, ts vi. liv. xlTii. S2-S6. 

■ • Ibid., 279, 8S0. 
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*' Beggars of the Sea,** 



the Turkish war eonsuming its extre- 
mities, with the canker of rebellion 
corroding the v€irj heart of the Nether- 
lands. It recalled, with exultation, 
the melancholy fack that the only 
natural and healthy existence of the 
French was in a. state of war — ^that 
France, if not occupied with foreign 
campaigns, could not be prevented 
from plunging its sword into its own 
-vitals. It indulged in refreshing re- 
miniscences of those halcyon days, not 
long gcme by, when France, enjoying 
perfect tranquillity within its own 
borders, was calmly and regularly car- 
rying on its long wars beyond the 
frontier.^ 

In spite of this satage spirit, which 
modem documents, if they did not 
scorn, would at least have shrouded, 
the paper was nerertheless a sagacious 
one ; but the request for the memoir, . 
and the many interviews on ihe subject 
of the invasion, were only intended to 
deceive. They were but the curtain 
which concealed the preparations for 
tiie dark iarage^ly which was about to 
be enacted. Equally deceived, and 
more ssmguine than ever, Louis Nassau 
during tfajs period was indefatigable in 
his attempts to gain friends for his 
cause. He had repeated audiences of 
the King, to whose court he had come 
in disguise.* He made a strong and 
warm impression upon Elizabeth's en- 
voy at the French court, Walsingham. 
It is probable that in the Count's im- 
petuosity to carry his point, he allowed 
more plausibility to be given to certain 
projects for subdividing the Nether- 
lands than his brother would ever 
have sanctioned.^ The prince was a 
total stranger to these inchoate schemes. 
His woi^ was to set his country free, 
and to destroy the tyranny which had 
grown colosmL That employment 
was sufficient for a lifetime, and Uiere 
is no proof to be found that a paltry 
and personal self-interest had even the 
lowest place lonong his motiveiEi. 

Meantime^ in the autumn of 1569, 
Orange had again reached Germany . 

1 De Thou, t. vL liv. li. 342-857. 

a Ibid., t. vi 27», 280. 

• Grr>en ▼. Frhut., Archives efc Correspon- 
danoe, iii; 464, 405. Hem. of Walsingnam, 
143. 



Paul Buys, Pensionary of Leyden, had 
kept him constantly informed of the 
state of affiurs in the provinces.^ 
Through his means an extensive cor- 
respondence was organised and main- 
tained with leading persons in every 
part of the Netherlands. The convene 
tional terms by which different matters 
and persons of importance were desig- 
nated in these letters were familiarly 
known to all friends of the cause, not 
only in the provinces, but in France, 
England, Germany, and particularly 
in the great commercial cities. The 
Prince, for example, was always desig- 
nated as Martin Willemzoon, l3ie Duke 
of Alva as Master Powels van Alblaa, 
the Queen of England as Henry Philip- 
zoon, the King of Denmark as Peter 
Peterson. The twelve signs of the 
zodiac were used instead of the twelve 
months, and a great variety of similar 
substitutions were adopted. ^ Before 
his visit to France, Orange had, more- 
over, issued commissions, in his capacity 
of sovereign, to various sei^aring per- 
sons, who were empowered to cruise 
against Spanish commerce.^ 

The " beggars of the sea," as these 
privateersmen designated themselves, 
soon acquired as terrible a name as the 
wild beggars, or the forest beggars ; ' 
but the Prince, having had many con- 
versations with Admiral Coligny on 
the important benefits to be derived 
from the system, had faithfully set 
himself to effect a reformation of its 
abuses after his return from France. 
The Seigneur de Dolhain, who, like 
many other refugee nobles, had ac- 
quired much distinction in this roving 
corsair life, had for a season acted as 
Admiral for the Prince. He had, 
however, resolutely declined to render 
any accounts of his various expeditions, 
and was now deprived of his command 
in consequence.^ Gillain de Fiennee, 
Seigneur de Lumbres, was appointed 
to succeed him. At the same time 
strict orders were issued by Orange, 
forbidding all hostile measures against 
the Emper or or any of the princes of 
~4"B6rrvr280. 

» Ibid., V. 810. 

« Ibid., V. 289. Hoofd, v. 1. 

7 Ibid. Ibid., V. 198. 

« Ibid, 



4 The Rise of the 

the empire, against Sweden, Denmark, 
England, or against any potentates who 
were protectors of the true Christian 
religion.^ The Duke of Alva and his 
adherents were designated as the only 
lawful antagonists. The Prince, more- 
over, gave minute instructions as to 
the discipline to be observed in his 
fleet. The articles of war were to be 
strictly enforced. Each commander 
was to maintain a minister on board 
his ship, who was to preach God's 
Word, and to preserve Christian piety 
among the crew.* No one was to 
exercise any command in the fleet save 
native Netherlanders, unless thereto 
expressly commissioned by the Prince 
of Orange. All prizes were to be 
divided and distributed by a pre- 
scribed rule. No persons were to be 
received on board,, either as sailors or 
soldiers, save " folk of good name and 
fame." No man who had ever been 
punished of justice was to be admitted.^ 
Such were the principal features in the 
organisation of that infant navy whi^h, 
in coui^e of this and the following 
centuries, was to achieve so many 
triumphs, and to which a powerful 
and adventurous mercantile marine 
had already led the way. " Of ^ their 
ships," said Cardinal Bentivoglio, "the 
Hollanders make houses, of their houses 
schools. Here they are bom, here edu- 
cated, here they learn their profession. 
Their sailors flying from one pole to 
the other, practising their art wherever 
the sun displays itself to mortals, be- 
come so skilful that they can scarcely 
be equalled, certainly not surpassed, 
by any nation in the civilised world."* 
The Prince, however, on his return 
from France, had never been in so 
forlorn a condition. " Orange is plainly 
perishing," said one of the friends of 
the cause. '^ Not only had he no funds 
to organise new levies, but he was daily 
exposed to the most clamorously-urged 
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claims, growing out of the army which 
he had been recently obliged to dis- 
band. It had been originally reported 
in the Netherlands that he had fallen 
in the battle of Moncontour. " If he 
have really been taken off," wrote 
Viglius, hardly daring to credit the 
great news, "we shall all of us have 
less cause to tremble."^ After his 
actual return, however, lean and beg- 
gared, with jieither money nor credit, 
a mere threatening shadow without 
substance or power, he seemed to 
justify the sarcasm of Granvelle. 
" Varm gine viribus ira" quoted the 
Cardinal,^ and of a verity it seemed 
that not a man was likely to sUr in 
Germany in his behalf, now that so 
deep a gloom had descended upon his 
cause. The obscure and the oppressed 
throughout the provinces and Germany 
still freely contributed out of their 
weakness and their poverty, and taxed 
themselves beyond their means to assist 
enterprises for the relief of the Nether- 
lands. The great ones of the earth, 
however, those on whom the Prince 
had relied; those to whom he had 
given his heart; dukes, princes, and 
electors, in this fatal change of his 
fortimes "fell away like water." ^ 

Still his spirit was unbroken. His 
letters shewed a perfect appreciation 
of his situation, and of that to which 
his coimtry wap reduced; but they 
never exhibited a trace of weakness or 
despair. A modest, but lofty courage; 
a pious, but unaffected resignation 
breathed through every document, 
public or private, which fell from his 
pen during this epoch. He wrote to 
bis brother John that he was quite 
willing to go to Frankfort, in order to 
give himself up as a hostage to his 
troops for the payment of their ar- 
rears.® At the same time he begged 
his brother to move heaven and earth 
to raise at least one hundred thousand 



1 Bor, T. 333, 334. Archives et Corres- 
I>ondance, iii. 363. 364. 

« Ibid.. V. 824. 325, 826. Hoofd, v. 198. 

» Ibid., v. 324, 326. 

* Bentivoglio, Guerra di Fiandra, lib., 
V. 89. 

» "Orangitis plane poriit." — Languet. ad 
Caner., 101. 

« Viglii Epist. ad Joach. Hopp., 79. 



f Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 743. 

« Hoofd, V. 199. Bor, v. 312.— See alao 
Alva's fierce complaints that the people who 
refused his tenth and twentieth pence con- 
tributed voluntarily far greater sums to sup- 
port the schemes of the Prince of Orani>e. 
—Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. passim. 
Archives et Corresp., iii. passim. 

» Archives ©t Correspondance, iii. 855-860. 
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.thalers. If he could only furnish them 
with a month's pay, the soldiers would 
perhaps be for a time eonteuted.^ He 
gave directions also concerning the 
disposition of what remained of his 
plate and furniture, the greater part 
of it having been already sold and ex- 
pended in the cause. He thought it 
would, on the whole, be better to have 
the remainder sold, piece by piece, at 
the fair. More money would be raised 
by that course than by a more whole- 
sale arrangemdint.* 

He was now obliged to attend persoi>- 
ally to the most minute matters of 
domestic economy. The man who had 
been the mate of emperors, who was 
himself a sovereign, who had lived his 
life long in pomp and luxmy, sur- 
rounded by countless nobles, pages, 
men-at-arms, and menials, now <^mly 
accepted the position of an outlaw and 
an exila He cheerfully fulfilled tasks 
which had formerly devolved upon his 
grooms and valets. There was an 
almost pathetic simplicity in the 
homely details of an existence which, 
for the moment, had become so ob- 
scure and so desperate. " Send by the 
bearer," he wrote, " the little hackney 
given me by the Admiral; send also 
my two pair of trunk hose ; one pair 
is at the tailor's to be mended, the 
other pair you will please order to be 
taken from the things which I wore 
lately at Dillenburg. They lie on the 
table with my accoutrements. If the 
little hackney be not in condition, 
please send tiie grey horse with the 
cropped ears and tail."' 

He was always mindful, however, 
not only of the great cause to which 
he had devoted himself, but of the 
wants experienced by individuals who 
had done him service. He never for- 
got his friends. In the depth of his 
own misery he remembered favours 
received from humble persons. "Send 
a little cup, worth at least a hundred 
florins, to Hartmann Wolf," he wrote 
to his brother; " you can take as much 
silver out of the cofifer, in which there 

1 Archives et C!orrespondance, iii. 855-360. 
s Archives et Correspondance de la liaison 
d'Orange, iii. 365-860. 
s Ibil iii. 349, 350. 



is still some of my chapel service re- 
maining."* "You will observe that 
Affenstein is wanting a horse," he wrote 
on another occasion; " please look him 
out one and send it to me with the 
price. I will send you the money. 
Since he has shewn himself so willing 
in the cause, one ought to do something 
forhim."* 

The contest between the Duke and 
the estates, on the subject of the tenth 
and twentieth penny had been for a 
season adjusted. The two years' term, 
howenrer, during which it had been ar- 
ranged that the 'tax should be com- 
muted, was to expire in the autumn of 
1571.* Early therefore in this "year 
the disputes were renewed with greater 
acrimony than ever. The estates felt 
satisfied thai the King was less eager 
than the Viceroy. Viglius was satis- 
fied that the power of Alva was upon 
the wane. While the King was not 
likely openly to rebuke his recent 
measures, it seemed not improbable 
that the Governor's reiterated requests 
to be recalled might be granted. For- 
tified by these considerations, the 
President, who had so long been the 
supple tool of the tyrant, suddenly 
assumed the character of a populsur 
tribune. The wranglings, the contra- 
dictions, the vituperations, the threat- 
eningB, now became incessant in the 
council. The Duke found that he 
had exulted prematurely, when he 
announced to tiie King the triumphant 
establishment, in perpetuity, of the 
lucrative tax. So far from all the 
estates having given their consent, as 
he had maintained, and as he had 
written to Philip, it now appeared that 
not one of those bodies considered 
itself bound beyond its quota for the 
two years. This was formally stated 
in the council by Berlaymont and 
other members.^ The Wrath of the 
Duke blazed forth at this announce- 
ment. He berated Berlaymont for 
maintaining, or for allowing it to be 
maintained, that the consent of the 
orders had ever been doubtful. Hepro- 

4 Archives et Correspondance, iii. 339. 
8 Ibid., 849, 850. 

« VigliiComm. super imp. Dec. Den.,8.lQ. 
7 Viglii Cotntn. Dec. Den.., a.^1. 
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UfmSM Uifii ».b<fy h*uJ ;m urKK^jiilv/ifAlly opprwitinn of the efitates. thus I-^-.sin:: 

ii^r*'*v\ •>' Ui« ij'-rjfiftiial irii|t«iHit,iori of itn iinjifj^irt in the council, would like^ 

tiin hijr iiM )i« i>i !*^ (:oifirnii>.at,ion 'lur- ' wIhw v«ry HfKin be a^>andone<L* The 

iriK •.wo y<'..iM. Il« #lw'lun?d, liowtvur, i'l'fMiflunt, Lr»wev*jr, was not to be en- 

Uifii. Ii« w/iM .'u:!* of 'jiifit^iM. TIiii Ux I \,r^\t\tmi by thiH £aIaehoo<L He re- 

nIioiiI'I iMiw \n:rj,\\ffAiu\ forUiwit.il, :iiui ■ wiliitHly maintained hia hosnilitj' to 

TiiMiHiinu' M'^lmJ,/ v.'iH ordiini/l to t^tko th« tax, def>endinf^ for hia aecnrity on 



hiM lll"IU4ill''"< .irri, nimbly 

At ii ''orifi'U'rH'n oti i.liii W»th Way, 
thfi Ixilttt .-iHlti'd ViMrliiiN for hJN o)iiiiioii. 
'I'liM ri«Hif|itiit iiifiilif II loll)/ rMply, Ink' 
ilifr Mm-> fMoiiiiil lliiil. I'li'i I'oiiMiiil, of l.im 
f»ifit<i>i liiiil l><"wi iitily cotiflil.ioiiiil, liiiil 
iiiiiidiiliiipr l.<i rtiji'li iiMttiilifM'ii fif tiin 
Miiitn' •« iMiiiii'il itH wiM" |ii'<ii4itiit l.<i roll 
Mini liiH iiii.HMrlioti II. Wfirt noiifiririiMl 
hy iHl Tli'^ hiikti, Ml II |iiw4Hioii. Mwurn 
Mini' lli'iHn wlio diMiiil iihiiiiIhmi hiihIi )l 

HialfH I nlioiil'i liMc'litifilirKtiJ ^ ViKliiiH 

ri«|>lii>il Mi'i' ■! 'I'i'l 't^viiyn I Minn l-hn 

lillhli'Ol Toi (■'iiiiiiMlliil'rl lo iliinliil'ii llinir 
ii|iilti>iii, iHmI lli-il llitiv hitd tinviM- Ui 
fiiin JMinii lliiii>ili>lii>il Willi rtUi^ll noli 

MHIOllfOI If nlll-tl, l>l>\VO\'l>r, WlM'n 



the royal o])ini<)n, the popular feelinjr, 
and tho jnd^ient of hia colleatnies. 

The daily m«etingH of the^ board 
wwH alm«iHfc entirely occupietl by this 
Mingle Hiibject. Although aince the 
arrival of Alva the (JcAincil of Bloofl 
ha«l iiKurprtd nearly all the funotiona 
of tli« Htate and tinance-councibi, yet 
Ih'M'ft now Neomi^l a diapoaition on the 
jMU't of Alva to aeek the coimtenance, 
nvnn whil« he Hpumed the authority, 
of (»tlmr fnnttioiiariea. He foimd, 
liownvor, neither Myiripathy nor obe- 
diciKiM. The PniHident stoutly told 
hi III that he wan endeavouring to swim 
m^iiiiirtt the Htnmni, that the tax was 
oirmiHivti to the ]M>ople. and that the 



hiri l'<4i>i>lli'i«>v 'i'^>*<<l iMinii(^,i>iiniiMlltirM j voinn of the ]>t>ople was the voice of 

liMil bi'lli'i "I'lV 'il lioitM*. hold Minn- I UiHi." On the K-wt day of July, how- 

t^iiiKiiiH mill 'If rivtiiil ithfiritirtniiit lit 'i nvor. ttto Ihiko i>vuo<l an edict, by 

'rill' I'ld" • ■•iiliolliiii' hiinnoir ii liMlo. I w h it: h Hii 111 nmr)' coll fn:t ion of the tenth 

H|iiitiitfi"i'il r>'i Hill •dJnHi..ii to tih'iritjHii find hvoiitirlli jHMicuwaa ordered.^ The 

nii'iil 'I Mi< •in<i> ivhiili Ih> dirtnUtiiind wholo riMiiitry wAri immediately in 

|,„,i,„^ I m.IkiI \\\\\\ ifffiniino lo iipio;!!-. Tho (MtatcM of every pnmnce, 

imiitiiill>Mi i\h<<io III! It id ■dt\ -ift i'«>tii tho iiJMiMiiblitiri of every city, met and 

Mii'iiili'-I i" iln< U hif. 'Hid III \^ hfin iort loiiioiiihntiMl. Tho merchants sus- 

M<i|>--(i h«>l •< liit'.h III •fHiiofi \\ '\ piMidini nil bimineMH, the petty dealers 

iinlii.M|U. o( iii.->-Mmi>. ihii hiiKo (,>.>k itlnd lip thnir lihoiM. The people con- 

Vii'.hiM i>il iii-l ''■•M.'.l hdiiMtil A »;i«v.itrd to,»;i'l)u'r in moAses, vowing 

n^ii .1- •' :' * '•■' •' '*"'<"•. » ioii-.i»mi» lo ihe illfjpil and cruel im- 

^■,„ '. A.. ... A ;. p«'-«^ ■* N'** a farlhiiig was collecte<L 

... ./ fc „ ', ... "..I A*' -A Vhi» "«?'r»* ttin-r iHJople,"'' apies of 

J^ ]j ,1 -h ' f. . ' t : , .... .f 'k ,-..wM lo I inir. who for that paltry daily 

.j^,„, K n . . H ! h s..- i -.(ii'i'iid wi'io iMiiployefl to listen for 



/,. .,.'.' • III t.iiii |',...iii.i iii»..'ti Ml oMM-y tavern, in ever}'huck- 
.»l 1. I .■..», .o< ii. ■ ■.»,■!. I l..»vih. ill every alley of every 



n.ix.ui't ■ liiii *l •" 'u"' i*« . n\. wfio III »w unite unnble to report 

Mm>I lh'« ''i ••. I ' «•"■ •''■'■ ^M I lio onwi'Awhirh wore hourly heard 

..],', ,, I . ,!• ,, I. .1 • .1 ( ■ '■ ■ iiH.Msl .»>•. »inM tho tyranny of the 

Whi"'h ' '' '' * ■' . ' ' '• ■" V ' o'^'* I'videutly, \\\a |>*»wer was 

f .„ I j(,., ,1. t, t ... • .o . I .1 .^.liiiiiio. 'I'ho i'«»um'illoi-8 reaiated 

t/. , j,,,i, I, ,1. ..... ii ill 1. ihtMS'itiMion po)]>le almost defied 

*\uMI '* •'' ■*' '' ■'' ' ■ "* **"" ^ lu^Mvev. to whom he was 

Jk\\^ I ill ,iu I' » . I M. , . ». , . o»d.'l'iiHl loi thirty thouwuid florina* 

^L^. I ,1, II , , . . ., i» I w-ah vi »^H»d«. rt>fumMl to ojjen his 

TJ jl^^.ij , i,,i „ .,,1 ,»iij- i»»' -fi.'p. U'iit the trt\ Hhould be collected 

.. i..!, . |, r . •M'll.i \\%v T l»»i*l.. s. xxxviii. 
. XK 1 I V'\ • •»»"* - ^»' IK»r, V. MWJ48. 
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on his merchandise.^ The Duke con- 
fiscated his debt, as the mercer had 
foreseen; but this, being a pecuniarv* 
sacrifice, seemed preferable to acqiu- 
escence in a measure so vague and so 
boundless that it might easily absorb 
the whole property of the country. 

No man saluted the governor as he 
passed through the streets.* Hardly 
an attempt was made by ihe people to 
disguise their abhorrence of his per- 
Alva, on his side, gave daily ex- 



hibitions of ungovernable fury. At a 
council held on 25th September 1571, 
he stated that the King had ordered 
the immediate enforcement of the 
edict. Viglius observed that there 
were many objecti<His to its form. He 
also stoutly denied that the estates 
had ever given their consent. Alva 
fiercely asked the President if he had 
not himself once maintained that the 
consent had been granted 1 Viglius 
replied that he had never ipade such 
an assertion. He had mentioned the 
conditions and the implied promises 
on the part of government, by which a 
partial consent had been^ extorted. He 
never could have said that the consent 
had been accorded, for he had never 
believed that it could be obtaine.d. He 
had not proceeded far in his argument 
when he was interrupted by the Duke 
— " But you said so, you said so, you 
said so," cried the exasperated Gover- 
nor, in a towering passion, repeating 
many times this flat contradiction to 
the President's statements.' Viglius 
firmly stood his groimd. Alva loudly 
denounced him for the little respect 
he had manifested for his authority. 
He had hitherto done the President 
good offices, he said, with his Majesty, 
but certainly should not feel justified 
in concealing his recent and very un- 
handsome conduct.^ 

Viglius replied that he had always 
reverently cherished the Governor, 
and had endeavpured to mCrit his 
favour by diligent obsequiousness. He 
was bound by his oath, however, to 
utter in coimcil that which comported 



Viglitu RensU ike Duke, 7 

with his own sentiments and his Ma- 

J'esty's interests. He had done this 
Leretofore in presence of Emperors, 
Kings, Queens, and Regents, and they 
had not taken offence. He did not, at 
this hour, tremble for his gray head, 
and hoped his Majesty would grant 
him a hearing before condemnation.' 
The firm attitude of the Presiaent in- 
creased the irritation of the Viceroy. 
Observing that he knew the proper 
means of enforcing his authority, he 
dismissed the meeting.® 

Immediately afterwards, he received 
the visits of lus son, Don Frederic of 
Vargas, and other familiars. To these 
he recounted the scene which had 
taken place, raving the while so fero- 
ciously against Viglius as to induce 
the supposition that something serious 
was intended against him. The report 
flew from mouth to mouth. The 
afiair became the town talk, so that, in 
the words of the President, it wsCs soon 
discussed by every barber and old wo- 
man in Brussels.^ His friends became 
alarmed for his safety, while, at the 
same time, the citizens rejoiced that 
their cause had found so powerful an 
advocate. Nothing, however, came of 
these threats and these explosions. On 
the contrary, shortly afterwards the 
Duke gave orders that the tenth penny 
should be remitted upon four great 
articles — com, meat, wine, and beer.^ 
It was also not to be levied upon raw 
materials, used in manufactures.^ Cer- 
tainly, these were very important con- 
cessions. Still the constitutional ob- 
jections remained. Alva could not be 
made to imderstand why the alcabala, 
which was raised without difficulty in 
the little town of Alva, should en- 
counter such fierce opposition in the 
Netherlands. The estates, he informed 
the King, made a great deal of trouble. 
They withheld their consent at com- 
mand of their satrap. The motive 
which influenced the leading men was 
not the interest of factories or fisheries, 
but the fear • that for the future they 
might not be cbble to dictate the law to 



1 Letter of Comte de Bei^g^h to Prince of 
Orange in Arch, et Corresp. de la Miulaon 
dOran. Nass., iii. 409, 410. a Ibid. 

» YigUi Com., etc., s. xlv. xlvi 



* Ibid.. 8. xlvii. » Ibid. 
« Ibid., 8. xlviil. f Ibid., U 

• Ibid., 8 vi. See Bor, v. 845-348. 
•Ibid. 
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ihar tf/TfT^fjn. The i>eoiJe of that agent of the coni^iracy to Madiid, 
oi>aiitn% he obfterve^l, had Btill the same j listened to his disclosures attentively. 



cfaara«t^^ which had been described by 
Juliuj) CViftar.^ 

The Duke, however, did not find 
much frympathv at 3Iadrid. Ojurtiers 
and cr^uncillons had long derided his 
scbenvis. A» lor the King, his mind 
wail occupies! with more interesting 
taatUin. Philip lived but to enforce 
what he chone to consider the w411 of 
God. While the Duke wa« fighting 
thin Ijattle with the Netherland consti- 



and, without absolutely committing 
himself by direct promises, dismissed 
him with many expressions of en- 
couragement. 

On the 12th of July 1571, Philip 
wrote to the Duke of Alva, giving an 
account of his interview with Roberto 
Ridolfi.' The envoy, after reltting 
the sufferings of the Queen of Scot- 
land, had laid before him a plan for 
her liberation. If the Spanish mo- 



lutionaliKt^, his tnanter had engaged at narch were willing to assist the Duke 



hffaie in a secret Ijut most comprehen- 
ftive scheme. This was a plot to assas- 
sinate Queen Elizabeth of England, 
and Uj Hlxjrate Mary Queen of Scots, 
who was to be placed on the throne in 
her Ktctut This project, in which was 
of c^jurse involved the reduction of 
England under the dominion of the 
ancient fJhurch, cfjuld not but prove 
attractive to Philip. It included a 
conspiracy against a friendly sovereign, 
immense service to the Church, and a 
murder. Hi>* passion for intrigue, his 
love of Ood, and his hatred of man, 
would all be gratified at once. Thus, 
although the Moorish revolt within 
the heart of his kingdom had hardly 
been tenninated — although his legions 
and his navies were at that instant en- 
gaged in a contest of no ordinary im- 
jMirtance with the Turkish empire — 
although the Netherlands, stUl main- 
taining their hostility and their hatred, 
required the flower of the Spanish 
army tx> compel their submission, he 
did not hesitate to accept the dark ad- 
venture which was offered to him by 
ignoble hands. 

One Ridolfi, a Florentine, long resi- 
dent in England, had been sent to the 
Netherlanfls as secret agent of the 
Duke of Norfolk. Alva read his cha- 
lacter immodiately, and denounced 
him to Philip as a loose, prating crea- 
ture,' utterly unfit to be entrusted 
with affairs of importance. Philip, 
however, thinking more of the plot 
tlian of his fellow-actors, welcom ed the 
'1 ^rrcapondauco do PliTUiipb UTTii. 1003. 
s •• Un larran parlanchin.^' — Corrospou- 

de Fhilippe U., ii. 180. note, and 

Sr » Ibid., 11. 1038. 

«**T offresciondome su asslstonola en 



of Norfolk and his friends, it would be 
easy to put upon Mary's head the 
crown of Englsuad. She was then to 
intermarry with Norfolk. The king- 
dom of England was again to acknow- 
ledge the authority of Rome, and the 
Catholic religion to be everywhere re- 
stored. The most favourable moment 
for the execution of the plan would be 
in August or September. As Queen 
Elizabeth would at that season quit 
London for the country, an oppor- 
timity would be easily found for seiz- 
ing and murdering her. Pi\is V., to 
whom Ridolfi had opened the whole 
matter, highly approved the scheme, 
and warmly urged Philip's co-operation. 
Poor and ruined as he was himself, the 
Pope protested that he was ready to 
sell his chalices, and even his own 
vestments, to provide funds for the 
cause.* Philip had replied that few 
words were. necessary to persuade him. 
His desire to see the enterprise succeed 
was extreme, notwithstanding the dif- 
ficulties by which it was surrounded. 
He would reflect earnestly upon the 
subject, in the hope that God, whose 
cause it toas, would enlighten and assist 
him. Thus much he had stated to 
Ridolfi, but he had informed his coim- 
cil afterwards that he was determined 
to carry out the scheme by certain 
means of which the Duke would soon 
be informed. The end proposed was 
to kill or to capture Elizabeth, to set at 
liberty the Queen of Scotland, and to 
put upon her head the crown of 



general, sin descender Ji coea particular, mas 
e que, siondo nocessario, aunque estava muv 
pobre y gastado, ponria hasta los calices 
propria veste." '^ 
Uppe II., 1088. 



[a veste."— Correspondance' de"3^h^ 
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England. In this enterprise he in- 
structed the Duke of Alva secretly to 
assist, without however resorting to 
open hostilities in his own name or in 
that of his sovereign. He desired to 
be informed how many Spaniards the 
Duke could put at the disposition of 
the conspirators. They had asked for 
six thousand arquebusiers for England, 
two thousand for Scotland, two thou- 
sand for Ireland. Besides these troops, 
the Viceroy^ warn directed to provide 
immediately four thousand arquebuses 
and two thousand corslets. For the ex- 
penses of the enterprise Philip would 
immediately remit two hundred thou- 
sand crowns. Alva was instructed to 
keep the af^ir a profound secret from 
his councillors. Even Hopper at Mad- 
rid knew nothing of the matter, while 
the King had only expressed himself 
in general terms to the nuncio and to 
Ridolfi, then already on his way to the 
Netherlands. The King concluded his 
letter by saying, that from what he 
had now tmtten with his own hand, the 
Duke could infer how much he had 
this affair at heart It was unneces- 
sary for him to say more, persuaded as 
he was that the Duke would take as 
profound an interest in it as himself.^ 

Alva perceived all the rashness of 
the scheme, and felt how impossible 
it would be for him to comply with 
Philip's orders. To send an army 
from the Netherlands into England 
for the purpose of dethroning and 
killing a most popular sovereign, and 
at the same time to preserve the most 
amicable relations with the country, 
was rather a desperate undertaking. 
A force of ten thousand Spaniards, 
under Chiappin Vitelli, and other fa- 
vourite ofl&cers of the Duke, would 
hardly prove a trifle to be overlooked, 
nor would their operations be suscept- 
ible of very friendly explanations. The 
Governor therefore assured Philip* 
that he " highly applauded his master 
for his plot. He could not help render- 

1 The title of Viceroy, occasionally given 
to the Duk& is, of course, not stridtl^ cor- 
rect — the Netherlands not constituting a 
kingdom. 

s Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 108S. 

* Ibid., u. 1041. 

* Tono puedo dexar de dar le (a Dio^ iv^ 
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ing infinite thanJcs to God for having 
made him vasaal to such a Prince. 
He praised exceedingly the resolution 
which his Majesty had taken.^ After 
this preamble, however, he proceeded 
to pour cold water upon his sovereign's 
ardour. He decidedly expressed the 
opinion that Philip should not proceed 
in such an undertaking until at any rate 
the party of the Duke of Norfolk had 
obtained possession of Elizabeth's per- 
son. Shoul^ the King declare himself 
prematurely, he might be sure that the 
Venetians, breaking off their alliance 
with him, would msJae their peace with 
the Turk; and that Elizabeth would, 
perhaps, conclude that marriage with 
the Duke of Alengon which now seemed 
but a pleasantry. Moreover, he ex- 
pressed his want of confidence in the 
Duke of Norfolk, whom he considered 
as a poor creatine with but little cou- 
rage." He also expressed his doubts 
concerning the prudence and capacity 
of Don Gueran de Espes, his Majesty s 
ambassador at London. 

It was not long before these machi- 
nations became known in England. 
The Queen of Scots was guarded more 
closely than ever, the Di^e of Norfolk 
was arrested ; yet Philip, whose ^hare 
in the conspiracy had remained a secret, 
was not discouraged by the absolute 
explosion of the whole affair. He still 
held to an impossible purpose with a 
tenacity which resembled fatuity. He 
avowed that his ot)ligations in the sight 
of God were so strict that he was still 
determined to proceed in the sacred 
cause.^ He remitted, therefore, the 
promised funds to the Duke of Alva, 
and urged him to act with proper se- 
crecy and promptness. 

The Viceroy was not a little per- 
plexed by these remarkable instruc- 
tions. None but lunatics could con- 
tinue to conspire,, after the conspiracy 
had been exposed and the conspirators 
arrested. Yet this was what his Catho- 
lic Majesty expected of his Govemor- 



nitas graeias que me haya kecho vamllo de tal 
principe, y alabar mucho la resolucion que 
V. M. ha tornado."— Ibid. 

» " Al du<^ue tengo le por flaco y de poco 
animo." — Ibid. 

• Ibid., ii. 104a. 
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General Alva complained, not unrea- 
sonably, of the contradictory demands 
to which he was subjected.^ He was 
to cause no rupture with England, yet 
he was to send succour to an impri- 
soned traitor; he was to keep all his 
operations secret from his council, yet 
he was to send all his army out of the 
country, and to organise an expensive 
campaign. He sneered at the flippancy 
. of Ridolfi, who imagined that it was the 
work of a moment to seize the Queen 
of England, to liberate the Queen of 
Scotland, to take possession of the 
Tower of London, and to bum the 
fleet in the Thames. "Were your 
Majesty and the Queen of England act- 
ing together,'* he observed, "it would 
be impossible to execute the plan pro- 
posed by Ridolfi." * The chief danger 
to be apprehended was from France 
and Germany. Were those countries 
not to interfere, he would undertake 
to make Philip sovereign of England 
before the winter.* Their opposition, 
however, was sufficient to make the 
enterprise not only difficult, but impos- 
sible. He begged his master not to be 
precipitate in the most important affair 
which had been negotiated by man 
gince Christ came upon earth. Nothing 
less,' he said, than the existence of the 
Christian faith was at stake, for, should 
his Majesty fail in this undertaking, not 
one stone of the ancient religion toould 
be left upon another.* He again warned 
the King of the contemptible character 
of RidolJ, who had spoken of the aflfair 
so freely that it was a common subject 
of discussion on the Bourse at Antwerp,* 
and he reiterated in all his letters his 
distrust of the parties prominently en- 
gaged in the transaction. 

Such was the general tenor of the 
long despatches exchanged between 
the King and the Duke of Alva upon 
this iniquitous scheme. The Duke 
shewed himself reluctant throughout 
the whole affair, although he certainly 

1 Corroapondauce de Philippe II., ii. 1045. 

« Ibid. » Ibid. 

* Por amor de Dioa pido it V. M. que bu 
gran celo no le lieve !i errar el mayor negotio 
de Dioa (^ue Be ha tratado despues que el 
vino £i la tieira, porque no petide menos que 
acabarse su religion, que ernuidole Y. Ji. no 



never opposed his master's project by 
any arguments founded upon good 
faith. Christian charity, or the sense 
of honour. To kill the Queen of Eng- 
land, subvert the laws of her realm, 
bum her fleets, and butcher her sub- 
jects, while the mask of amity and 
entire consideration was sedulously pre- 
served — all these projects were admit- 
ted to be strictly meritorious in them- 
selves, although objections were taken 
as to the time and n^e of execution. 

Alva never positively refused to ac- 
cept his share in the enterprise, but he 
took care not to lift his fliiger till the 
catastrophe in England had made all 
attempts futile. Philip, on the other 
hand, never positively withdrew from 
the conspiracy, but, after an infinite 
deal of writing and intriguing, con- 
cluded by leaving the whole aSair in 
the hands of Alva.® The only sufferer 
for Philip's participation ib the plot 
was the Spanish envoy at London, 
Don Gueran de Espes. This gentleman 
was formally dismissed by Queen Eliza- 
beth, for having given treacherous and 
hostile advice to the Duke of Alva and 
to Philip, but her Majesty at the same 
time expressed the most profound con- 
sideration for her brother of Spain.^ 

Towards the close of the same year, 
however (December 1571), Alva sent 
two other Italian assassins to England, 
bribed by the promise of vastrewsurd8,to 
attempt the life of Elizabeth, quietly, 
by poison or otherwise.^ The envoy, 
Mondoucet, in apprising the French 
monarch of this scheme, added that 
the Duke was so ulcerated and annoyed 
by the discovery of the previous enter- 
prise, that nothing could exceed his 
rage. These ruffians were not destined 
to success, but the attempts of the 
Duke upon the Queen's life were re- 
newed from time to time. Eighteen 
months later (August 1673), two 
Scotchmen, pensioners of Philip, came 
from Spain, with secret orders to con- 

queda en toda la Cristianidad piedra sobre 
piedra en ella." — ^Ibid. 

6 Ibid., ii. 1049. • Ibid., IL 1051. 

y Letter of Queen Elizabeth to Philip 
II., in Correspondance de Philippe, II., ii. 
1009. 

8 Correspondance Cfharles IX. et Mondou- 
cet. Com. Key. de rHist , iv. 840, sqq. 
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suit with Alya. They had aocordvogly 
much negotiation with the Duke and 
his secretary, Albomoz. They boasted 
that they could easily capture Eliza- 
beth, but said that the King's purpose 
was to kill her.^ The plan, wrote Hon- 
douoet^ was the same as it had been 
before, namely, to murder the Queen 
of Eng^nd, uod to give her crown to 
Kary of Scotland, who would thus be 
in ih^ power> and whose son was to 
be seized, and'bestowed in marriage in 
such a way as to make them perpetual 
masters of both kingdoms.' 

It does not belong to this history to 
discuss the merits, nor to narrate the 
% fortunes, of that bickering and fruiUess 
alliance which had been entered into 
at this period by Philip with Venice 
and the Holy See against the Turk. 
The revolt of Granada had at last, after 
a two years' struggle, been subdued, 
and the remnants of the romantic race 
w^ch had once swayed the Peninsula 
been swept into slavery. The Moors 
had sustamed the unequal conflict with 
a constancf not to have been ezpected 
of 00 genme a people. ''If a nation 
meek as lambs could resist so bravely," 
said the Prince of Orange, ''what ought 
not to be expected of a hardy people 
like the Netherlanders?"* Don John 
(tf Austria having cbncluded a series of 
somewhat inglorious forays against 
women, children, and bed-ridden old 
men in Andalusia and Granada, had 
arrived, in August of 'this year, at 
Naples, to take command of the com- 
bined fleet in the Levant^ The 
battle of Lepanto had been fought,^ 
but the quarrelsome and contradictory 
conduct of the allies had rendered the 
splendid victory as barren as the waves 
upon which it had been won. It was 
no leas true, however, that the blun- 
ders of the infidels had previously en- 
abled Philip to extricate himself with 
better success from the dangers of the 
Moorish revolt than might have been 
his fortune. Had the rebels succeeded 

1 "Mon maistre a bien eu moyen de faire 
pdsonnier la roToe d'Angleuterre, mais il la 
voulloit tuer/' etc., etc.--Corre8pondance 
Charles IZ. et Mondoucet. Com. Boy. de 
VHist.. ir, 340, sqq. 

« Ibid. 

* Archiyes et Coxrcspondance, liL 362. 
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in holding Granada and the mountains 
of Andalusia, and had they been sup- 
ported, as they had a right to expect, 
by the forces of the Sultan, a different 
aspect might have been given to the 
conflict, and one far less triumphant 
for Spain. Had a prince of vigorous 
ambition and comprehensive policy 
governed at that moment the Turkish 
empire, it would have cost Philip a 
serious struggle to maintain himself in 
his hereditary dominions. While he 
was plotting against the life and throne 
of Elizabeth, he might have had cause 
to tremble for his own. Fortimatoly, 
however, for his Catholic Majesty, Se- 
lim was satisfied to secure himself in 
the possession of the Isle of Venus, 
with its fruitful vineyards. "To shed 
the blood" of Cyprian vines, in which 
he was so enthusiastic a connoisseur, 
was to him a more exhilarating occu- 
pation than to pursue, amid carnage 
and hardships, the splendid dream of a 
re-established Eastern caliphate.^ 

On the 25th Sept. 1571, a commis- 
sion of Governor-General of the Nether- 
lands was at last issued to John de la 
Cerda, Duke of Medina Coeli.^ Philip, 
in compliance with the Duke's repeated 
requests, and psrhaps not entirely satis- 
fied with the recent course of events 
in the provinces, had at last, after great 
hesitation, consented to Alva's resig- 
nation. His successor, however, was 
not immediately to take his depar- 
ture, and in the meantime the Duke 
was instructed to persevere in his 
faithful services. These services had, 
for the present, reduced themselves 
to a perpetual and not very tri- 
umphant altercation with his coun- 
cil, with the estates, and with the 
people, on the subject of his abomi- 
nable tax. He was entirely alone. 
They who had stood unflinchingly at 
his side when the only business of the 
administration was to bum heretics, 
turned their backs upon him now that 
he had engaged in this desperate con- 

* De Thou, liv. 1. t. vi. 226, et seq. Cab- 
rera, ix. xxiii. 678. et seq. 

» De Thou, t. vi. 238, etaeq. Cabrera, ix. 
28. 692, 693. 

• De Thou, vi. 1. 50. Cabrera, lib. ix. etc. 
J Correspoudance do Philippe II., iL l(NMk 
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flict- with the whole money power of 
the country. The King was far from 
corrlinl in liis Rupport, the councillors 
much too crafty to retain their hold 
upon the wheel, to which they had- 
only attached themsclyes in its ascent. 
VigliuB and Berlaymont, Noircarmes 
and Aemchbt, o]ipo8ed and almost de- 
fied the man they now thought sinking, 
and kept the King constantly inform^ 
of the \-aet distress which the financial 
meaffuros of the Duke were causing.^ 

Quite at the close of the year, an 
elalxirate petition from the estates of 
BraWnt was read before the State 
Council.* It ctintained a strong re- 
monstrance against the tenth penny. 
Its i^jval was stn>ngly urged, upon 
tlie grvnnid that its collection woidd 
inn^lve tl\o c^nmtry in universal ruin. 
Up^Hi this, Alva Inirst forth in one of 
the violent espUwions of rage to which 
he was subject. The prosperity of the 
Kethcrlands, he protested, was not 
de^iH^r to the inhabitants than to him- 
self. He swore by the cross, ami by 
the m*>st holy of holies, preferred in 
the church of Saint Gudule, that had 
be Ix^n but a private individual, living 
in Spain, he would, o^it of the love he 
bore the provinces, kave rushed to 
their defence had thedr safety beem 
endangtred.* He felt therefor^ deep- 
ly wounded that malex'olent persons 
should thus inKinuat^' that he had even 
wished to injure the country, or to 
exorcise tjTanny over its citizens. The 
tenth perjny. he c^-»ntinued, war. necos- 
Bftiy to the defence of the land, and 
was much pref<Tal-»le to quotaa. ]l 
inrt,s' hifihly improper flmt ererij inan in 
1h( rohbl^: finmM Ifunr hmr fiturh tflou 
covfrilnffed, beca^w: earh indiriduat., 
Ifnminrj thf pmiv amount, v^iuhl ima- 
fflne that he had paid it all himttpif* 
In conclusion, he oltsen^ed that, broken 
ill h<»alth and stricken in years as he 
f«»lt himself, he was now nwwt UTixious 
t^"' return, and was daily Imiking with 
eaij'^mew; for the arrival of the I^uke 

I >Mrinir the course of this siune year, 

"~i rnn^p-^ndnnoe (ie Philippe II.. ii. H»M. 
t^«ft/»r f- M»i Bishop oi Yprw U* I>hillp, 107K. 
H»74 R«p«rt8 drawn up by I»oii Pniiieh* do 
Alnm 'nt the state of the priTvinoes. 1097. 
Let tent fhmt BlshQi«ofTpres,Ohent,Bnig«B, 
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. the Prince of Orange had been con- 
tinuing his preparations. He had sent 
his agents to eyery place where a hope 
was held out to him of obtaining sup- 
port. Money was what he was natu- 
rally most anxious to obtain from indi- 
yiduals; open and warlike assistance 
what he demanded from goyemments. 
His funds, little by little, were increas- 
ing, owing to the generosity of many 
obscure persons, and to the daring ex- 
ploits of the beggars of the sea. His 
mission, however, to the northern 
courts had failed. His envojrs had 
been received in Sweden and Denmark 
with barren courtesy.* The Dnke of 
Alva, on the other hand, never alluded 
to the Prince but with contempt: 
knowing not that the ruined outlaw 
was slowly undermining the yeiy 
ground beneath the monarch's feet; 
dreaming not that the feeble strokes 
which he despised were the opening 
blows of a century's conflict; fore- 
seeing not that long before its dose 
the chastised province was to expand 
into a great republic, and that the 
name ot the outlaw, was to become 
almost divine. 

Granvelle had already recommended 

that the young Count de Buren should 

be endowed with certain lands in Spain, 

in exchange for his hereditary estates, 

in order that the name and fame of 

the reliel William should be for ever 

extinguished in the Ketherianda.^ 

With the same view, a new sentence 

against the Prince of Orange was now 

jiroposed by the Viceroy. This was, 

to execute him eolemnhf in efiigy. to 

' drag his escutcheon thraugh the 

I Htrects at- the tails of harsea. and after 

. hsving broken it in pieces, and thus 

I oaiioiillod his armoruJ bearings, to 

, (ieolare liim and his descendants, ig^ 

j nolile, infamous, and incapable of 

. hf tiding property or estates.^ Could a 

, leaf or t^'o of future history have 

' been unrolled to King. Cardinal, and 

' Governor, they might have found the 

destined fortune of the illustrious 

robc^rs house not exactly in accord- 

« Vli^liTcomm. T^. Den., s. 1x1 

• Ihid. < Ibid. » Ibid IxL 

« Bor. V. 8!M-a40. HooM, vi. 210. 

f Corraspondanoo do Philippe II., ii. 959. 

•Ibid.,10S7. 
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ance with the plan of summary ex- 
tiDctaon thus laid down. 

Not discouraged, the Prince con- 
tinued to send his enussaries in every 
directitm. Diedrich Sonoy, his most 
trustworthy agent, who had been chiel 
of the legation to the Northern 
Courts, was now actively canvassing 
the governments. and peoples of Ger- 
many with the same object.^ Several 
remarkable papers from the hand of 
Orange were used upon this service. 
A letter, drawn up and signed by his 
own hand, recited, in brief and strik- 
ing language, the history of his cam- 
paign in 1568^ and of his subsequent 
efforts in the 'sacred cause.' It was 
now, necessary, he said, that others 
besides himself should partake of his 
sacrifioes. This he stated plainly and 
eloquently. The document was in 
truth a letter asking arms for liberty. 
"For although all things," said the 
Prince, " are in the hand of God, and 
although He has created all things out 
of nought, yet hath He granted to 
different men different n\eans, where- 
by, as with various instruments. He 
accomplishes His almighty purposes. 
Thereto hath He endowed som^ with 
strength of body, others with worldly 
wealth, others with still different gifts, 
all of which are to be used by their 
possessors to His honour and glory, if 
they wish not to incur the curse of 
the unworthy steward, who buried his 
talent in the earth. . . . . « Now ye 
may easily see," he continued, " that 
the Prince cannot carry out this great 
work alone, having lost land, people, 
and goods, and having already em- 
ployed in the cause all which had re- 
mained to him, besides incurring heavy 
obligations in addition." ^ 

Similar instrucUons were given to 
other agents, and a paper called the 
Harangue, drawn up according to his 
suggestions, .was also extensively cir- 
culated. This document is important 
to all who are interested in his history 
and character.^ He had not before 
issued a missive so stamped with the 
warm, religious impress of the ref orm- 

1 Bor, vi 362. 

s See it in Bor, m. 362, 863. 

* Bor, ubi s»p. 
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ing party. Sadly, but without de- 
spondency, the Harangue recalled the 
misfortunes of the past, and depicted 
the gloom of the present. Earnestly, 
but not fanatically, it stimulated hope 
and solicited aid for the future. 
"Although the appeals made to the 
Prince," so ran a part of the docu- 
ment, "be of diverse natures, and 
various in their recommendations, yet 
do they all tend to the advancement 
of God's glory, and to the liberation 
of the fatherland. This it is which 
enables him, and those who think with 
him, to endure hunger, thirst, cold, 
heat, and all the misfortunes which 
Heaven may send. Our ene- 
mies spare neither their money nor 
their labour; will ye be colder and 
duller than your foes ? Let, then, each 
church congregation set an example to 
the others. We read that King Saul, 
when he would liberate the men of 
Jabez from the hands of Nahad, the 
Ammonite, hewed a yoke of oxen in 
pieces, and sent them as tokens over 
all Israel, saying, *Ye who will not 
follow Saul and Samuel, with them 
shall be dealt even as with these oxen. 
And the fear of the Lord came upon 
the people, they came forth, and the 
men of Jabez were delivered.' Ye 
have here the same warning, look to 
it, watch well ye that despise it, lest 
the wrath of God, which the men 
of Israel by their speedy obedience 
escaped, descend upon your heads. 
Ye may say that ye are ba- 
nished men. 'Tis true : but thereby 
are ye not stripped of all faculty of 
rendering service ; moreover, your as- 
sistance is asked for one who will re- 
store ye to your homes. Ye may say 
that ye have been robbed of all your 
goods; yet many of you have still 
something remaining, and of that little 
ye should contribute, each his mite. 
Ye say that you have given much 
already, 'Tis true : but the enemy is 
again in the field, fierce for your sub- 
jugation, sustained by the largess of 
his supporters. Will ye be less coura- 
geous, less generous, than your foes ? " * 



^ See the Harangue in Bor, vi. 863-365. 
* Harangue of tiie CommissioTveTft o^ \ss3 
Lord the ^nnce of Orasige, \i\A «vl^. 
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Tbest urgent appeals did not remain 
fr±iuem. The strength of the Prince 
TM ilovlr bat st^ulily increasinff. 
Meaatime the abhorrence with which 
Al-ra was universally regarded had 
wstiir reached to fr^izy. In the be- 
gynring of the year 1572, Don Fran- 
cis de Alava, Philip's ambassador in 
France, visited Brussels.^ He hod 
already been enlightened as to the 
consequences of the Duke's course by 
the immense immigration of Nether- 
Ubd refugees to Fraiico^ which he had 
witnessed with his own eyes. On his 
journey towards Brussels, he hod been 
met near Cambray by Noircarmes. 
Even that "cruel animal," as Hoog- 
Etraaten horl called him, the butcher 
of Toumay and Valenciennef*, had at 
last Ixjen roused to alarm, if not to 
pity, by the sufferings of the country. 
" The J>iike will never disalnise his 
rniud of this filthy tenth penny,"* said 
he i/) A lava. He sprang from his chair 
with great emotion as the ambassador 
allu'l<:'i Ut the flight of merchants and 
artisans fn»m the provinces. " 8e!ior 
J>on Francis," cried he, "there are ton 
tbousarid more who are on the point 
of If^aving the c^Muitry, if the Governor 
<i'f*rA not f/auso in his career. God 
l^irit that no disaster arise beyond 
liiiinnn jKiwcr U) reme<ly !"■ 

T\n; airiiMHsa^lor arrived in BniRsels, 
and ^/Hfk up his lodfi^ngB in the palace. 
ii*',rn ha found the Duke just recover- 
ing from a fit of the gout, in a state 
of iiuTid sufficiently savage. He }je- 
came much fjxcited as Don Fiimcis 
\Mnesin t^> Hi)eak of the emigration, and 
he assured him that there was grow 
dec<iption on the subject.* The envoy 
replied that he could not be mistaken, 
for it was a matter which, so to speak, 
he had *ouched with his own fingers, 
and seen with his own eyes. The 
Duke, perBisting that Don tVancis had 
been abused and misinformed, turned 
the conversation to other topics. Next 
day the ambassador received visits 
from Berlaymont and his son, the 
Seigneur de Hierges. He was taken 



1 Corre6i)OudanGe de Philippe II., ii 1078, 
1074. 
a " Desta nogra dedma *•— Ibid., ii. 1078. 
s Ibid. « Ibid. B Ibid. • Ibid. 
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aside by each of them, w&pmtAf. 
" Thank God, you have come luther * 
said they, in nearly the same voidi^ 
" that you may fully comprriieod Ae 
condition of the provinces, and with- 
out delay admonish his Majesty of Ae 
impending danger."' All his Tuiton 
expressed the same sentimentSb Dob 
Frederic of Toledo furnished the only 
exce])tion, assuring the envoy that hm 
father's financial measures were cm- 
])OHed by Noircarmes an'd others, onlf 
because it deprived them of their 
occupation and their influence.* This 
dutiful language, however, was to be 
expected in one of whom Secretary 
Albomoz had written, that he was the 
greatest comfort to his &ther, and the 
most divine genius ever known.^ It 
was unfortunately corroborated fay no 
other inhabitant of the cormtry. 

On the third day, Don Francis went 
to takd his leave. The Duke begged 
him to inform his Majesty of the im- 
patience with which he was ezpectiiig 
the arrival of his successor.^ He then 
informed his guest that they hsd 
already begun to collect the tenth 
penny in Brabant, the most obstinate 
of all the provinces. " What do you 
say to that, Don Francis ? ** he cried, 
with exultation. Alava replied that he 
thought, none the less, that the tax 
would encounter many obstacles, and 
begged him earnestly to reflect. He 
assured him, moreover, that he should, 
without reserve, express his opinions 
fully to the King. The Duke used 
the same language which Don Frederic 
had held, concerning the motives of 
those who opposed the tax. '* It may 
be so," said Don Francis, **but at any 
rate all have agreed to sing to the 
same tune." A little startled, the 
Duke rejoined, "Do you doubt that 
the cities will keep their promises? 
Depend upon it, I shall find t^e means 
to compel them." " God grant it may 
be so," said Alava, ** but in my poor 
judgment you will have need of all 
your prudence and of all yomr author* 
ity."«^ 

1 **El rans divino ingenio."— Letter to 
Cayos. Corresixmdonco de Piiilippe II., IL 
886. 8 Ibid., 1078. 

> CorreBpondance de Philippe U., iL 1078. 
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The wmhasmdor did not wait till he 
could cammunicate with his sovereign 
by word of mouth. He forwarded to 
Spain an ample accoimt of hia obser- 
vations and deductions. He painted 
to Philip in lively colours the hatred 
entertained by all men for the Duke. 
The whole nation, he assured his Ma- 
jesty, united in one cry, *'Let him 
begone, let him begone, let him be- 
gone ! " ^ As for the imposition of the 
tenth penny, that, in the opinion of 
Don Francis, was utterly impossible. 
He, moreover, warned his Majesty that 
Alva was busy in forming secret alli- 
ances with the Catholic princes of 
Euroi>e, which would neceasarily lead 
to defensive leagues among the Pro- 
testants.' 

While thus, during the earlier part of 
the year 1572, ihe Prince of Orange, 
discouraged by no defeats, was inde- 
fatigable in his exertions to maintain 
the cause of liberty, and while at the 
same time the most stanch support- 
ers of arbitrary power were imani- 
mous in denouncing to Philip the 
insane conduct of his Viceroy, the 
letters ^ Alva himself were naturally 
fuU of complaints and expostulations. 
It was in vain, he said, for him to 
lock for. a confidential councillor, now 
that matters which he had wished to 
be kept so profoundly secret that the 
very earth should not hear of them, 
had been proclaimed aloud above the 
tiles of every housetop.* Neverthe- 
less, he would be cut into little pieces 
but his Majesty should be obeyed, 
while he remained alive to enforce 
the royal commands.^ There were 
none who had been ever faithful but 
Berlaymont, he said, and even he had 
been neutral in the afiPair of the tax. 
He had rendered therein neither good 
nor bad offices, but, as his Majesty 
was aware, Berlaymont was entirely 
ignorant of business, and "knew no- 
ting more than to be a good fellow." * 
That being the case, he recommended 



1 *<Todo el pueblo esta en vaya, vaya, 
faya/" — Correspoudance de Philippe II., ii. 
I(y74. « Ibid. 

» Ibid., iL 1095. * Ibid. 

* " Y no sabe mas que ser buen hombre." 
<^Ifaidti.llOS. •Qud. 
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Hierges, son of the "good fellow,** as 
a proper person to be governor of 
Priesland.' 

The deputations appointed by the 
different provinces to confer personally 
with the King, received a reprimand 
upon their arrival, for having dared to 
come to Spain without permission. 
Further punishment, however, than 
this rebuke was not inflicted. They 
were assured that the King was highly 
displeased* with their venturing to 
bring remonstrances against the tax, 
but they were comforted with the 
assurance that his Majesty would take 
the subject of their petition into con- 
sideration.^ Thus, the expectations 
of Alva were disappointed, for the 
tenth penny was not formally confirm- 
ed: and the hopes of the provinces 
frustrated, because it was not distinctly 
disavowed. 

Matters had reached another crisis 
in the provinces. "Had we money 
now," wrote the Prince of Orange, " we 
should, with the help of God, hope to 
effect something. This is a time when, 
with even small sums, more can be ef- 
fected than at other seasons with am- 
pler funds. "^ The citizens were in 
open revolt against the tax. In order 
that the tenth penny should not be 
levied upon every sale of goods, the 
natural but despei'ate remedy was 
adopted — no goods were sold at alL 
Not only the wholesale commerce of 
the provinces was suspended, but the 
minute and indispensable traffic of 
daily, life was entirely at a stand. 
The shops were all shut. "The 
brewers," says a contemporary, "re- 
fused to brew, the bakers to bake, the 
tapsters to tap."® Multitudes, thrown 
entirely out of employment, and wholly 
dependent upon charity, swarmed in 
every city. The soldiery, furious for 
their pay, which Alva had for many 
months neglected to furnish, grew daily 
more insolent ; the citizens, maddened 
by outrage and hardened by despair. 



' "Relation of what passed from the 
arrival of the deputies at Madrid till 20th 
April 1572."— Ibid., ii. 1105. 

« Bor, vi. 862. 

» •' De Brouwers en wilden niet brouwen, 
de Backers en wilden niet backea, noc&i 
Tappers niet tappen."— Box. vi. ^\, 
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L. ■ ■:?""-::■. n ia.'i "lis iLiiiic-in' 5 ::.>:■ se.* 
.i_l-»ri-.ii iw =i-:r«* tlln .noe beea 
:i:ja;c ■:• "uii-ae r.iT_>ii'.r i^Tvisaiis of 
"Ue -iC:'-!.!: !a.l=c. •^■r ILiT^e .jiitlaws. 

.li'r-iCfi -f 'zaLi "L-rir "oirrLright by 
ia:*ar^. imi il-.tt driren f.rth from 
-iitr'.r o^irr.w j*ir::::ie :.,t trraimy, the 
.•:i:^»;ii n.Lliiz.«icrs i«:«.-k inj the ocean. 
".:» ri.-tiiiiil-ratf nd'ia. locz arable to 
--iitij- [ndzacrj, CK'^r^zze iazaHy fruitful 
•ii.'w -Jias . c 5. rtraei'. n t.-^s transforming 
I vtiU-'tril x^iJziLZ ^ivjple into a na- 
ii« r: .f .".rsiirs. Driven to outlawry 
iiitl v«. -.-fr^v. rLo .ioubt many Nether- 
ikiji.'.^r^ •:l:j:ip=d into crime. The pat- 
-!'.c yATzy hjki l-.-ng since laid aside 
Tjo 7^sr:«ecciui defi*.»rtment which had 
-r. ■■ .keii -iitf sarcasms of the loyalists* 
V'jc \«^s^irj of the sea asked their 
il'i:* Lj.r'.L-.^h the mouths of their can- 
••I'lr. l":':.itiinately, they but too 
.■:'.o?v '^ule their demands upon both 
!• 'ctvl ;uid t\>e.' Every mined mer- 
v-luc'.:, every banished lord, every reck- 
'..-.^ ".uiriiier, who was willing to hiy 
'.".'o A'nu!'.ercial world mider contribu- 
'.-.•n to rt?i»air his damaged fortunes, 
^■«'UaL withtmt much difficulty, be 
<ii!»j»iu\l with a vcswel and crew at; 
<v'M'o northern port-, under c^^lour of 
^•n'.isiHg against the Viceroy** govera- 
w scni . '' Nor was the extensible m.^iive 
sHUupIv a pretext. To m ake w ar uivjn 

•» Stmilft, lib. vii. 357. Bor. II»vi >::: rlL 

T 1 Alitor of Prince of OniKine t-^ tbt- re- .;^« 

v'hmvh lit Loudon. *JiUh Fo":»r.i.^7T I.T.v — 

\ioliivc8 do la Maiaon a Orr.: pf >..«s;.-^ :t 



U.-. 'sl o ^-Ut. 
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Alva was the leading object of all 
these freebooters, and they were usa- 
ally furnished by the Prince of Orange, 
in his capacity of ' soyereign, with 
letters of marque for that purpose.^ 
The Prince, indeed, did his utmost to 
control and correct an evil which had 
inevitably grown out of the horrors 
of the time. His Admiral, William de 
la Marok, was, however, incapable of 
comprehending the lofty purposes of 
his superior. A wild, sanguinary, li- 
centious noble, wearing his hair and 
beard unshorn, accordhig to ancient 
Batavian custom, until tiie death of 
his relative, Egmont, should have been 
expiated, a worthy descendant of the 
Wild Boor of Ardennes, this hirsute 
and savage corsair seemed an embodi- 
ment of vengeance. He had sworn to 
wreak upon Alva and upon Popery the 
deep revenge owed to them by the 
Netherland nobility ; and in the cruel- 
ties afterwards practised by him upon 
monks and priests, the Blood Council 
learned that their example had made 
at least one ripe scholar among the 
rebels.* He was lying, at this epoch, 
with his fleet on the southern coast of 
England, from which advantageous 
position he was now to be ejected in 
a summary manner.' 

The negotiations between the Duke 
of Alva and Queen Elizabeth had 
already assumed an amicable tone, 
and were fast ripening to an adjust- 



eztorres et iuops exilium metuentes, in 
naves se conjecerant, aliasque complures 
obvias per vim, nacti, auoto numero, prs- 
dabundi oceano et x>^ oram roaritimam 
-vagabantur. In banc multitudinem Aura- 
siouensis. quanquam jus et regimen aberant, 
speciem impeiii retinebat, distributis per 
eodicillos potestatibus." — Grotli Annal. lib. 
il 49. 1 Ibid. 

« Vide Bor, vi. 365. V. Meteren, 64. 
Hoofd, 216, seq.— See also Van Wyn of Wage- 
naer, vi 66; Van der Vynckt, ii. 127; 
Orotii Ann., lib. ii. 49; Ulloa, Oommeni., 
160. 

* The practice of effecting marine insur- . 
knees took a great and rapid extension fW>m 
these and similar piracies. Benom de 
France MS. (ii. 12) supposes the system to 
have been invented by the Antwerp mer- 
chants at this epoch.. Tfate custom, how- 
ever, vras doubtless established at an earlier 
period in Flanders, England, Italy, and 
Spain. The statute 43 Eliz. c. 12, on the 
subject, speaks of the immemorial usage 
among m^^shants, both English and liweign, 
VOL. n. 



ment It lay by no means in that 
sovereign's disposition to involve her- 
self at this juncture in a war with 
Philip, and it was urged upon her gov- 
ernment by Alva's commissioners, that 
the continued countenance afforded by 
the English people to the Netherland 
cruisers must inevitably lead to that 
result. In ^e latter days of March, 
therefore, a sentence of virtual excom- 
munication was pconounced against 
De la Mar6k and his rovers. A per- 
emptory order of Elizabeth forbade 
any of her subjects to supply them 
with meat, bread, or beer.^ The com- 
mand being strictly complied with, 
their further stay was rendered im- 
possible. Twenty-four vessels accord- 
ingly, of various sizes, commanded by 
De la Marck, Treslong, Adam van 
Haren, Brand, and other distinguished 
seamen, set sail from Dover' in the 
very laist days of Harch.* Being al- 
most in a state of starvation, these 
adventurers were naturally anxious to 
supply themselves with food. They 
determined to make a sudden foray 
upon the coasts of North Holland, 
and accordingly steered for Enkbuizen, 
both because it was a rich seaport 
and because it contained many secret 
partisans of the Prince. On Palm 
Sunday they captured two Spanish 
merchantmen. Soon afterwards, how- 
ever, the wind becoming contrary, 
they were unable to double the Helder 



to procure insurance on ships and goods. 
The Duke of Alva, at this time, after con- 
sultation witii the merchants, drew up an 
edict regulating contracts of assurance; 
stipulating that the sum insured should bo 
less than the just and common value of the 
propertv insured, one-tenth at least remain- 
vafi at the risk of the insurer, and prescribe 
ing the forms for the policies. A public 
offioer was appointed to keep rcf^stor of 
these contracts, which, without such regis- 
tration, were to be invalid. Masters, pilots, 
and sailors werb not allowed to insure their 
wages, or anything belonging tu them. 
Fraud on the part of the insurers or the in- 
sured waspunished with death and confis- 
cation. These contracts were, however, 
entirely insufficient to protect vessels, which 
were plundered daily by **oe canaille de 
oorsaires," which infested every sea and bay. 
•^Benom de France MS. ii. c. 12. 

* Bor, vi. 365, 866. 

» Probably Dover. See in particular Van 



Wyn op Wagr. vi 77: also Meteren, 68, 
• Bor, ubi sup. 'WagoxiBuQiT, V\. %\Q, \ 
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1 ', 77*€ Else of Ute DiUcIi EepuUic 

•.»• '.'-»: Z'.L*:'.- ari^l on Tuesday, the Irt ferryxium wae ezactK- -flip 

...••■ ;>«.•■_:;;: aooudoued their origi- 
.■:i .>:.v\. .•:.. ta^y dropjied down to- 
k-- i.' -' Zrsi^-AL:'. . aiid entered the bruad 
;•.,,•.;. ,: •.:,•: nwr Meuae. Between 
"y^: V. w:. v: br. J., upon the Huuthem 
„ ;. :: \:.^. *:'r:'-u»ry. and Maaalandaluui, 
i.>. -'. ;^> i itsii^ra*: diutant^ ujKni the 
'. ;.;->!:.•>: •!.o*:. tiifc e'^uadron suddenly 
<.;.-;>34!i5', a*, aoout two o'clock of an 
J*yr.. «>Mj',on, to the great afitoniiih' 
/:-i«:.'j\ o: '.nt iiiiiaoitant* of bo£h jjlacen.' 
J*. efr*;i.'j':'J v^j large a fleet to be a 
lij'rr*: <yjJie<;t.ion of tradhig TeaselB, nor 
^>J Ui«;y upj/ear Vj be Spaniuh Bhipg. 
J'eV;i Koj;]i<;ij*Vjk, a «agaciou« ferry- , 
i/xajj, informed the patusengerf "whom : 
i.': \tix[i\AiUiA t/) }m: conveying across 
ii-«: nvar, tliat the utrangers were evi- . 
*U:u\'ty th<; water ^jhirj^^n.* The dread- : 
«->j name fille^l hu* hearers with con- j 
hVrriiAtion, arid they \/hcnme eager to | 
<:a^;*]m; fiom tif) periloiu a vicinity. 
iiuvJLg duly landed his customers, 
hoM<.-v<;r, who liaiftened to spread the 
JiK>Mi of the impelling invasion, and 
X/j pr<:j/are for defence or flight, the 
k^yj'j*. feiTj'nian, who was secretly- 
ffeV'^ijralyle t/j the cause of liberty, 
j',v,-A ty^ldiy out to inquire the desti- 
lii.O/ti and purfK^scH of the fleet. 

Th*: veftft*:! which he first hailed was 
\i.>.\ 'y^Uiifjar.de/J by William de Blois, 
>.■•; ,/ij*: i r of Tre»jlong. This adventur- 
'. i« i.oi,!«r, wh'^Ne brfither had been 
•:/•:'. .«>:«1 hv the Duke of Alva in 
..'':':.* }«vl hiMi»»«:lf fought by the side 
' i '.'iijiii I»ijij4 at Jemmingen, and, 
ht\iii»-ii/\i covered with wounds, had 
(.-.•:ij -lie I J the few who escaped alive 
t: jji thai hornble carnage. During 
itA". ittU-.rvvUiUsg |«eriod he had become 
. If. 'if xUk Ufttit famous rebels on the 
.•■.•:viii, aiiil he hafl always been well 
kii> tit in lirtU, where his father had 
U;i;ji i! 'Vvni'^T for the King.* He at 
.UMc u-L-xiTiiiRed Kj]ii*el«tok. and has- 
\rimi M nil him i>n buaid the Admiral's 
rMp aasur^iji; l»i: h Marck that the 
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their purpose. It wi* afaBcircLiT mm*- 
sary that a ^aTn^mgr Bboiiid ut t^nita , 
loj- the jieopie wot* wiiiioin i^uuci 
sarief- of life. CaTrtwn MiaTaa Bnad 
had visited thfc ahij' erf ASaa m. 
Haren, fm soon af they bid drafted 
anchor in the liense. beggine for wod. 
*' I gave ViiTTi a cheeBe,** fiui Adni, 
afterwards relating ih« OHSuiicnce, 
*• and assured him that it -was the ]>A 
article of food to be fcmixi in th« 
ship."'^ The (Jther veaBeHs wci- «|iuDj 
destitute. Under the axcnnaaaeeM, 
it was necessary to att>empt a ImmB gi 
Tredong, therefore, who was rally 
the hero of this memorabie adventure, 
pereuaded De la Marct to send a mee- 
sage to the city of Brill, de mandin g Hi 
surrender. This was a bold sqmmooB 
to be made by ahandful of men, three 
or four hundred at most,* who were 
both metaphorically and literally beg- 
gars. The city of* BriU was not po- 
pulous, but it was well waUed and 
fortified- It was, moreover, a moek 
commodious port. Trealong g*^®^ 
signet ring to the fisherman, Kopgw 
stok, and ordered him, thus accredited 
as an envoy, to carry their summons 
to the magistracy.' Koppelstok, no- 
thing loath, instantly rowed ashore, 
pushed through the crowd of inhabi- 
tants, who overwhelmed him with 
questions, and made his appearance 
in the town-house before the assem- 
bled magistrates. He informed them 
that he had been sent by the Admiral 
of the fleet and by Treslong, who wat 
well known to them, to demand that 
two commissioners should be sent out 
on the part of the city to confer with 
the patriots. He was bidden, he said, 
to give assurance that the deputies 
would be courteously treated. The 
only object of those who had sent him 
was to free the land from the tenth 
pennv, and to overthrow the tyranny 
of Alva and his Spaniards. Hereup<m 



- t'. r 11 •■■li. WA^-riiAcT. uV^ sup. 



{ dred and fifty, vi. 866. HiKud fallows Bor. 
I Mendcwa. f. Ill, says there were eleven hnn- 
I died in alL The Duke of Alra in his letter 
! of eoth April 1572 (N"o. HOT. Cottwpondanee 
- ... . • • -•- de Philippe II \ estimates tlieui ut betweea 

> \ .u ^ \ u . j« W viu'. v;. ■< ftom a MS*. [ seveu ana eitrht hundred. BenUTv?gUo, lilk 
.Ilk*. Lfj-: i-s AA»u. v*ii Uofu h'.aueli ' v. ^. says one thousand. 
. iks »-,a;v* tUir i-uii-Ui^ *z iwohua- . ' Bor, Hoofd, VanWyn. 
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he was asked by the magistrates, how 
large a force De la Marck had under 
his command. To this question the 
ferryman careLesAy replied, that there 
might be some Jive thousand in all?- 
This enormous falsehood produced its 
effect upon the magistrates. There 
was now no longer any inclination to 
resist the invaders; the only question 
discussed being whether to treat with 
them or to fly. On th& whole, it was 
decided to do both. With some diffi- 
ciftty, two deputies were found suffi- 
ciently valiant to go forth to negotiate 
with the beggars, while in their absence 
most of the- leading burghers and func- 
tionaries made their preparations for 
flight. The envoys were assiu^ by 
De la Mian^ and Treslong that no in- 
jury was intended to the citizens or to 
private property, but that the- over- 
throw ol Alva's government was to be 
instantly accomplished. Two hours 
were givettto the magistrates in which 
to decide- whether or not they would 
surrender the town, and accept the 
authority of De la Marck as Admiral 
of the Prince of Orange. They em- 
ployed tha two hours thus granted in 
making an ignominious escape. Their 
example was followed by most of the 
townspeople. When tho invaders, at 
the expiration ol the specified term, 
appeared under the walls of the city, 
they fo«md a few inhabitants of the 
lower (dass gazing at them from abovoy 
but received no official communication 
from aiqr source.* 

The whole rebel force was bow di- 
vided into two parties, one of which, 
under Treslong, made an attack upon 
the southern gate, while th« other, 
commanded by the Admiral, advanced 
upon the northern. Treslong after a 
shortr struggle> succeeded in forcing his 
entrance, and arrested, in doing so, the 
governor of the city, just taking his 
departure. Dp la Marck and his men 
made- a bonfire at the northern gate, 
and then battered down the half -burned 
portal with the end of an old mast.* 
Thus rudely and rapidly did the 
Ketheiland patriots conduct their first 
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1 Hoofd* vi. 218. 

» Bor, 'ti aea. Hoofd, vi 218. 



successful siege. The two parties, not 
more perhaps than two hundred and 
fifty men in- all, met before sunset in 
the centre ef the ci^, and th» founda- 
tion of the Dutch Republic was laid. 
The weary spirit of freedom, so long a 
fugitive over earth and sea, had at last 
found a resting-place, which rude and 
even ribald hands had prepared. 

The panic created by the first ap- 
pearance of tile fleet had been so 
extensive, that hardly fifty citizens 
had remained in the town. The rest 
had all escaped, with as much prc^)erty 
as they could carry away. The Ad-> 
miral, in the name of the Prince of 
Orange, as lawful stadholder of Philip, 
took formal possession of an almost 
deserted city. No indignity was offered 
to the inhabitants of either sex, but as 
soon as the conquerors were fairly 
established in the best houses of the 
place, the inclination to plunder the* 
churches could no longer be restrained. 
The altars and images were all de- 
stroyed, the rich furniture and gor- 
geousvestments appropriated to private 
use. Adam van Haren appeared on 
his vessel's deck attired in a magnifi- 
cent high mass chasuble. Treslong 
thenceforth used no drinking cups in 
his cabin save the golden chalices of 
the sacrament. Unfortunately, their 
hatred to Popery was not coi£ned to 
such demonstrations. Thirteen im- 
fortunate monks and priests, who had 
been unable to effect their escape> were 
arrested and thrown into prison, from 
whence they were taken a few days 
later, by ordfr of tho ferocious Ad- 
miral, and executed \mder circum- 
stances of great barbarity.* 

The news of this important exploit 
spread with great rapidity. Alva, sur- 
prise at the very moment of venting 
his rage cm the butchers and grocers 
of Brussels, deferred this savage design 
in order to deal with the new difficulty. 
He had certainly not expected such a 
result from the ready compliance of 
Queen Elizabeth with his request. 
His rage was excessive; the triumph 
of the people) by whom he was cor- 

» Ibid. Hoofd, Wagenaer, 
* Bor, vi. 866, 367. Vaa Wya o^ ^«^s^ 
uaer, vi 84, nota 10. 
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.r" r ^-. -^ — t ^ z^ tiir y.e"w-iflad 

--j^T --:rj--. it-l:. . -grijTrr. iifrchuce 

■-1.- _ Ij'^i. ■ t. Tress.. z^ ind Kobol 

L.U .. z. -.—■: ZL. -r. :.i-r:i«r - :. — h-r. r-:.wed 

m -r. ^1 -: --le-f z are. The 

^'. T v.j.z...--"rr:.£ i: -^iHu ihixs en- 
. -r' ".rrrarrr- "rf izi waT^r. and 

lv_-r'. ^"f — -■rrr::-:'.Z3Zc r»^r«ii along 
■:..-: ?..; -.-rj .v. .w:t:.t ind "irurfi the 
V. ..y *:.•: "iri: L w.\-^rs. "wbioh were 
:-*-■: '.'lt-a'.^'Z'jz^ '. verwLeln them."* 
y. .-.y Trre ir 'sr-tri -.r smothered in 
•;-■:..- z./z.'.. \"r tie jreat^r p«>rtiun of 
i;. : : r.e r^ectf'i 'Leir e«CAp« in the 
y*:-.-r«'* whiiL still remained within 
-'•:-..:r.. TLi= -iarijer averted. Aiiniiral 
';*: . ■. M^rck iunini. ned all the inhaln* 
t: !!*•«, H lanre number of whom had 
r •■'.■. met\ Vj the town after the capture 
h.ui l^een fairly established, and re- 
'}iin:d them, as well as all the popula- 
f.i>'ri of the island, to take an oath of 
iiiicv'iiiuiM to the Prince of Orange aa 
htji'llioMer for his Majesty.^ 

'I'Jh; Prince hiA not been extremely 
halJHfiod with the enterprise of De U 
Mfwf'.k.'' He thought it premature, 
iiiirl fl<Mi)>ttid whether it would be 
jiMM'tjnililn tf> hold the place, as he 
1 1 II 1 1 IK it, yot completed his arrange- 
iiH'iitH in (iorin.'iny, nor assembled Uie 
jiiiio wKli which he intended again to 
liikn (Ii«« tiold. More than all, per- 
liM|iH, III* hiul little confidence in the 
ilniiui'ttM' (if hi8 admiraL Orange was 
iii;lil ill hiM oKtiuiaU.> of Do la Marck. 
II h'hl not Wvn tliut rovers design 
I'll III! til (:)ko i>r to hold the place; 
■Hill >ii(i>i- tht> <loHivnt liad been made, 
I tin Mlu)iti xiotimlKHl, the churches 
l>lini<li'ii>tl. i\w Ihtoty secured, and a 
ii-u iiiiMikrt luui^ioriHl. he L'ul given 
•iitfi • \\^\ thi' burning of the town, 

' »»'.'! -Ivk.xUsMHlop. tUx^rdikendun," 
,1. |ii i...iM,A\ \mic Monvu* oxprowiona of 
1 1. \ ti..i • .11.1 vi>n«\vvlor — IV^r. vL 3<i7. 

I'. I \i ::i.»i lUv't-U Ti. -JA". 

|! « M ..\«.. lUvid. vi. i21. Wa£o- 
.,1 • M ;»< 
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and f or the depaituT* of the fleet^ The 
urgent solicitations of Treslong, how- 
ever, prevailed, with some difficulty,. 
over De la ICarck's original intentions. 
It is to that bold and intelligent noble, 
thenfore, more than to any other in- 
dividual, that the merit of laying this 
corner-stone of the Batavian common- 
wealth belongs.' The enterprise itself 
was an accident ; but the quick eye of 
Treslong saw the possibility of a per- 
manent conquest,, where his superior 
dreamed ol nothing beyond a piratical 
foray. 

Meantime Bossu, baffled! in his 
attempt upon Brill, took his way to- 
wards BotterdaoL It was important 
that he should, at least, secure such 
other eities as the recent success of 
the rebels might cause to waver in 
their allegiance. He found the gates 
€l Rotterdam closed. The authorities 
refused to eomply with his demand to 
admit a garrison for the King. Pro- 
fessing perfect loyalty, the inhabitants 
very naturally refused to admit a band 
of sanguinary Spaniards to enforce 
their obedience. Compelled to parley, 
Bosm resorted to a perfidious strata- 
gem. He requested permission for his 
troops to pass through the city with- 
out halting. This was granted by the 
magistrates, on condition that only a 
corporal's command should be ad' 
mitted at a time. To these terms the 
Count affixed his hand and seal.' With 
the admission, however, of the first 
detachment, a violent onset was made 
upon the gate by the whole Spanish 
force. The townspeople, not suspect- 
ing treachery, were not prepared to 
m^e effective resistance. A stout 
smith, confronting the invaders at the 
gate, almost fflngly, with his sledge- 
hammer, was stabbed to the heart by 
Bossu with his own hand.^ The sol- 
diers having thus gained admittance, 
roshed through the streets, putting 
every man to death who offered the 
alightest resistance. Within a few 
minutes four hundred citizens were 
murdered. The fate of the women. 



1 Bor. vL 866. Hoofd, v. 219. Wagenaer, 
Ti. 845, 346. 
« Hoofd, vi. 219. 
• Bor, vL 368. 



abandoned now to- tBe outrage of tf- 
brutal soldiery, wafr worse than death. 
The capture of Rotterdam it infamous 
for the same crimes which blacken 
the record of every Spanish triumph 
m the Netherlands.* 

The important town of Flushing,- 
on the Isle of Walcheren, was first to 
vibrate with the patriotic impulse 
given by the success at Brill. The 
Seigneur de Herpt, a warm partisan 
of Orange, excited the burghers as- 
sembled in the market-place to drive' 
the small remnant of the Spanish gar- 
rison from the city. A little later 
upon the same day, a considerable re- 
inforcement arrived before the walls. 
The Duke hod determined, although 
too late, to complete the fortress which 
had been commenced long before to* 
control the possession of this impor^ 
tant position at the mouth of the 
western Scheld. The trooi)s who were 
to resume this too long intermitted 
work arrived just in time to witness 
the expulsion of their comrades. De 
Herpt easily persuaded the burghers 
that the die was cast, and that their 
only hope lay in a resolute resistance. 
The people warmly acquiesced, while 
a half-drunken, hiif-witted fellow in 
the crowd valiantly proposed, in con- 
sideration of a pot of beer, to ascend 
the ramparts and to dischai*ge a couple 
of pieces of artillery at the Spanish 
ships. The offer was accepted, and 
the vagabond merrily mounting the 
height, dischai^ged the guns. Strange 
to relate, the shot thus fired by a lu- 
natics hand put the invading ships to 
flight. A sudden panic seized the 
Spaniards, the whole fleet stood away 
at once in the direction of Middelburg, 
and were soon out of sight.* 

The next day, however, Antony of 
Bourgoyne, governor under Alva for 
the Island of Waleheren, made his ap- 
pearance in Flushing. Having a high 
opinion of his own oratorical powers, 
he came with the intention of winning 
back with his rhetoric a city which 
the Spaniards had thus far been unable 



« Ibid. Hoofd, vi. 220. 221. 

> Meteren, 66. Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

« Bor, vl. 869, 870. Hootd, ^ ^SSU 
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\ J «.--:; j-.v WILL tiieir caunou. Tiie 

\lj:. ■<bAviiiS\jLK^.. ii. t^>r uiarket-piACc . 
au" JijiL'jijy. iiuii; tiie 6uep> of the 
I J.. :j-L..ao*-. dc^iveroi. a IuDl: oratiou. 
ii->-^!i:^/ tiif.- uurgiierft. amoug otiier 
a.»8c.cjatwii-:. tliaL tiic- Kiiig. who jfux 
//t'; 6t-(f' uaitirtt- jjriuvt in alt Chritieu- 
djif. wouii.: iurget and forgive their 
oUcLi'jur, ii thev reLumed houestiy u» 

thc.r datierJ.' 

TL«.' eticct of the Governor's eli>- 
<4U';ucy wui:i much diminished, how- 
fc\cj,. by the interlocutory I'emarki^ of 
Du Jlcrpt and a group of his adhe- 
jeuU. They leminded the peojile of 
the Kingji good nature, of hia readi- 
iiuoft to forget and to forgive, as ex- 
enijiliiiod by the fate of Horn and Eg- 
nioiit, of Berghen and Montigny, and 
]>y the daily and almost hourly decroe8 
of tlic Blood Council. Each woU- 
j'ouiidcd period of the Governor wad 
greeted with konical cheei-s. The ora- 
ti<>n wiM luiiiucceasful. " Uh, citizens, 
citl/cus ! " cried at last the dijiMK>miited 
Antony, " ye know not what ye do. 
Your ]>Lod be upon your own heads ; 
Uio responsibility be uix>n your own 
licarts for the liies which are to con- 
buijic your cities and the desolation 
wiiich u Ui sweep your land ! " The 
orator at this impressive point wsu3 In- 
iurruptoii, aiid most unceremoniously 
JiuoHud out of the city. The govem- 
nii-nt remained in the hands of the 
patriots.* 

'i'ho party, however, was not bo 
strung in soldiura as in spirit. No 
soiiuur, therefore, had they established 
thi'ir rebellion to Alva as an incontro- 
vertible fact, than they sent off eniis- 
siii'ies to the I'rinee of Orange, anil to 
Avluiii'ul l>e la Marck at Brill. Find- 
ing that the iuhuldtautA ot yiushiug 
were willii^ to provide arias and am- 
uiuuitiou, IV) la M-Jurck readily con- 
seutvd to send a small u^imVer ^i men, 
buUl aiul experienced in. partisan Wi^r- 
fiuv, of whom he had. uvw o^^I^^c^ed 
a liik^oi- number tLiU he '.-tyiiid w*;il 
aim v>r maluUiiu iu hii» pres«as p<v«i' 
tiou. ' 



* \\ .»^^uci-, vi. jjl. 
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Tht- detachment, two hundred in 
number, in three amall veBBelM* set 
sail accordingiv from Brill for Fhub- 
im:; and a wdd cmw they were. a£ 
reckless adYenturers, under oonmumd 
, of the bold Treslong. The expedi- 
tioii seemed a fierce but whimsicel 
masqueFade. Every man in the little 
iieet was attired in the goigeous vest- 
menti' of the plundered churchea, in 
gold-embroidered cassocks, gtittering 
masH-garments. or the more aomfare 
cowls and robes of Capuchin friarB.' 
Svt s}>ed the early standard-bearen of 
that ferocious liberty which had sprang 
from the tires in which all else for 
which men cherish their fatherland 
had l>een consumed. So swept that 
resolute but fantastic band along the 
placid estuaries of Zealand, waking 
the stagnant waters with their wild 
beggar songs and cries of vengeance. 

That vengeance found soon a dis- 
tinguished object. Pacheco, the chief 
engineer of Alva, who had accompanied 
the Duke in his march from Italy, who 
had since earned a world-wide reputa- 
tion as the architect of the Antwerp 
citadel, had been just despatched in 
haste to Flushing to complete the for- 
tress whose construction had been so 
long delayed. Too late for his work, 
too soon for his safety, the ill-fated 
engineer had arrived almost at the 
same moment with Treslong and his 
crew.* He had stepped on shore, 
entirely ignorant of all which had 
transpired, expecting to be treated 
with the respect due to the chief 
commandant of the place, and to an 
officer high in the confidence of the 
Governor-General. He found himsdf 
surroimded by an indignant and threat- 
ening mob. The unfortunate Italian 
miderstood not a word of the opprobri- 
ous language addressed to him, bm he 
easilv comprehended that the audionty 
of the Duke was overthrown. Ob- 
serving De Ryk, a dLstinguiahed par- 
tisan oificer and privateersmon of 
Amsterdam, whose repaucijn for 
bravery and generosity was known to 
him, he approached him, and drawing 

» Bor, vt 370. Wagenaer, vi. 351. Van 
WvTi op Wa^c«n'. ▼!. 34, aeq. 
'^ Bor, vi. 370. Hootd, vi. Sl» S5. 
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a seal ring from hiB finger, kissed it, 
and handed it to the rebel chieftain.^ 
By this dumb-show he gave him to 
miderstand that he relied upon his 
honour for the treatment due to a 
gentleman. De Ryk understood the 
appeal^ and would willingly have as- 
sured him, at least, a soldier's death, 
but he was powerless to do so. He 
arrested him, that he might be pro- 
tected from the fury of the rabble; 
but Treslong, who now commanded 
in Flushing, was especially incensed 
against the founder of the Antwerp 
citadel, and felt a ferocious desire to 
avenge his brother's murder upon the 
body of his destroyer's favourite.' 
Pacheco was condemned to be hanged 
upon the very day of his arrival 
Having been brought forth from his 
prison, he begged h^rd but not abjectly 
for his life. He offered a heavy ran- 
som, but his enemies were greedy for 
blood, not for money. It was, how- 
ever, difficult to find an executioner. 
The city hangman was absent, and 
the prejudice of the country and the 
age against the vile profession had as- 
suredly not been diminished during 
the five horrible years of Alva's admi- 
nistration. Even a condenmed mur- 
derer, who lay in the town gaol, refused 
to accept his life in recompence for 
performing the office. It should never 
be said, he observed, that his mother 
had given birth to a hangman. When 
told, however, that the intended victim 
was a Spanish officer, the malefactor con- 
sented to the task with alacrity, on con- 
dition that he might afterwards kill any 
man who taunted him with the deed. 

Arrived at the foot of the gallows, 
Pacheco complained bitterly of the 
disgraceful death designed for him. 
He protested loudly.that he came of a 

1 Hoofd, who afterwards received the ring 
as a present from biman de Byk, son of the 
officer to whom it was given by the unfortu- 
nate Don Pedro Pacheco. 

a Bor, VL 370. 

« Ihid. Hoofd, vi. 285. Wagenaer, vi. 
852. It is erroneously stated by Benti- 
vogUo, lib. V. 92, and Cabrera, lib. ix. 705, 
that Pacheco was beheaded. Both these 
writers follow Mendoza. Tassis differs from 
all other historians. " Sed suspensum su- 
blime pedibus vita privarunt. — J. B. de 
Tassis, Ck>mment. de Tumultibus Belgicis, 
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house as noble as that of Egmont or 
Horn, and was entitled to as honour- 
able an execution as theirs had been. 
"The sword ! the sword! " he frantio- 
ally exclaimed, as he struggled with 
those who guarded him. His language 
was not understood, but the names of 
Egmont and Horn inflamed still more 
highly the rage of the rabble, while 
his cry for the sword was falsely in- 
terpreted by a rude fellow who had 
happened to possess himself of Pache- 
co's rapier, at his capture, and who 
now paraded himself with it at the 
gallows' foot "Never fear for your 
sword, Seiior," cried this ruffian; 
"your sword is safe enough, and in 
good hands. Up the ladder with you, 
Se&or; you have no further use for 
your sword." 

Pacheco, thus outraged, submitted 
to his fate. He mounted the ladder 
with a steady step, and was hanged 
between two other Spanish officers.' 
So perished miserably a brave soldier, 
and one of the most distinguished 
engineers of his time; a man whose 
character and accomplishments had 
certainly merited for him a better 
fate.^ But while we stigmatise, as it 
deserves, the atrocious conduct of a 
few Netherland partisans, we should 
remember who first \mchained the 
demon of international hatred in this 
unhappy land ; nor should it ever be 
f oi^gotten that the great leader of the 
revolt, by word, proclamation, ex- 
ample, by entreaties, threats, and con- 
dign punishment, constantly rebuked, 
and, to a certain extent, restrained the 
sanguinary spirit by which some of his 
followers disgraced the noble cause 
which they had espoused. 

Treslong did not long remain in 
command at Flushing. An officer. 



xxvi 149. There is no doubt, however, that 
the unfortunate gentleman was hanged by 
the neck, and not by the legs. 

* It was said, in extenuation of the bar- 
barous punishment which was inflicted upon 
him, that a paper had been foimd upon his 
person, containing a list of a large number 
of persons in the Netherlands whom the 
Duke of Alva had doomed to immediate exe- 
cution. The fact is stated in the " Petition 
to the King."— Bor, vi. 348-369. Hoofd, vi. 
226. Meteren, 71.— Compare Wagenaer, vi. 
852, 853; Van Wyn op Wageu'. '^. ^"i, ^<i» 
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high in the confidence of the Prince, I by a Bm&ll band of Frendi infantiyy 
Jerome van 't Zeraerte, now arrived i while at nearly the same time the gar- 
at Flujtiliiug, with a commiijeion to be ! rison was further strengthened by the 
Lieutenant-Governor over the whole ! arrival of a large number of Tohmteen 
iule of Walcheren. He was attended \ from EnglandJ 
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Thu example thiia set by Brill and 
Fluahiiig woii rapidly followed. The 
first half id the year 1572 waa dis- 
tingiiiHhed by a series of triumphs 
rendered still more remarkable by the 
reviirtfes which followed at ita olose. 
Of a sudden, almost as it were by 
ai^cident, a small but important sea- 
(HU't, the object for which the Prince 
h^ul so long been hoping, was seeured. 
luatautly afterward, half the island of 
Walv'heren renounced the yoke of 
Viva. Next, Enkhuizen, the key to 
;Iw Zuyder Zee, the principal arsenal, 
.uiJ one of the first commercial cities 

: l«wr. vt 371. 

' I. id. vl. sn-«75. Hooia, vL 830-S3«. 

^ Uvr, Uoofd, ubi sup. 



in the Netherlands, rose against the 
Spanish Admiral, and hung out the 
banner of Orange on its ramparts.* 
The revolution effeoted here was purely 
the work of the people — of the 
mariners and burghers of the city.' 
Moreover, the ma^tracy was set aside 
and the government of Alva repu- 
diated without shedding one drop 
of blood, without a single wrong to 
person or property.* 'By the same 
spontaneous movement, nearly all the 
important cities of Holland and Zea- 
land raised the standard of him in 
whom they recognised their deliverer.' 



« Ibid. Van Meteren. 67-e9. 
• HooftI, vi 238-840^ et seq. 
otaeq. 
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The refvjolution was accomplished under 
nearly similar circumstanoes every- 
where. With one fierce bound of 
enthtnasm the naticm shook off its 
chain. Oudewater, Dort, Harlem, 
Leyden, Ck>rcam, Loewenstein, Gouda, 
Hedenblik, Horn, Alkmaar, Edam, 
Monnikendam, Purmerende, as well as 
Flushing, Veer, and Enkhuizen, all 
ranged themselyes under the govem- 
ment of Orange, as lawful stad^older 
for the King.^ 

Near was it in Holland and Z^and 
sdone that the beacon fires of freedom 
were lighted. City after city in Gel- 
derland, Overyssel, and the See of 
Utrecht; all the important towns of 
Friesland, some sooner, some later, 
some without a struggle, some after a 
fiJiort siege, some wi^ resistance by 
the functionaries of goyemment, some 
by amicable compromise, accepted the 
garrisons of the Prince, and formally 
recognised his authority.' Out of the 
chaos which a long and preternatural 
tjrranny had produced, the first strug- 
gling elements of a new and a better 
world began to appear. It were super- 
fluous to narrate the details which 
marked the sudden restoration of 
liberty in these various groups of 
cities. Traits of generosity marked 
the change of goyemment in some, 
circumstances of ferocity disfigured 
the revolution in others. The island 
of Walcheren, equally divided as it 
was between the two parties, was the 
scene of much truculent and diabolidd 
warfare. H is difficult to say whether 
the mutual hatred of race or the ani- 
mosity of religious difference proved 
the deadlier venom. The combats 
were perpetual and sanguinary, the 
prisoners on both sides instantly exe- 
cuted. On more than one occasion, 
men were seen assisting to hang with 
their own hands and in eold blood 
their own brothers, who had been 
taken prispners in the enemy's ranks.^ 
When the captives were too many to 
be hanged, they were tied back to 
back, two and two, and thus hurled 
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into the sea.^ The islanders found a 
fierce pleasiure in these acts of cruelty. 
A Spaniard had ceased to be human 
m their eyes. On one occasion, a 
surgeon at Veer cut the heart from a 
Spiuush prisoner, nailed it on a vessel's 
prow, and invited the townsmen to 
come and fasten their teeth in it, 
which many did with savage satisfac* 
tion.' 

In other parts of the country the 
revolution was, on the whole, accom- 
plished with comparative calmness. 
Even traits of generosity were not 
uncommon. The burgomaster of 
Gonda, long the supple slave of Alva 
and the Blood CouncU, fled for his life 
as the revolt broke forth in that city. 
He took refuge in the house of a cer- 
tain widow, and begged for a place of 
concealment. The widow led him to 
a secret closet which served as a pan- 
try. ''Shall I be secure there?" 
asked the fugitive functionary. "0 
yes, sir Burgomaster," replied the 
widow, " 'twas in that very place that 
my husband lay concealed when you, 
accompanied by the officers of justice, 
were searching the hons^, that you 
might bring him to the scaffold for 
his religion. Enter the pantry, your 
worship ; I will be responsible for your 
safety.^'* Thus faithfuUy did the 
humble widow of a hunted and mur- 
dered Calvinist protect the life of the 
magistrate who had brought desolation 
to her hearth. 

Not all the conquests thus rapidly 
achieved in the cause of liberty were 
destined to endure, nor were any to 
be retained without a struggle. The 
little northern cluster of republics 
which had now restored its honour to 
the ancient Batavian name was des- 
tined, however, for a long and vigour- 
ous Ufe. Fr<»n that bleak isthmus 
the light of freedom was to stream 
through many years upon struggling 
humanity in Europe ; a guiding pharos 
across a stormy sea; and I^arlem, 
hejdBQ, Alkmaar — names hallowed by 
deeds of heroism sudk as have not 



» Hoofd, vi. 22r. 

4 " Yocten spoelen."— Hoofd. Wagenaer, 
vi. 355 » Hoofd, vL 228. 

« Ibid., vi. 242. 
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i Mirir.iii iiiiiali4, .Hiill [H.MipIe. No reyolutionaiy standard 

ipii i.'ii;-urii Mi\\ pfi"- \v:u* liwplayed. 

■t> ■ii-.N|ii>ii.Hiii .w M;i- , Tho written instructions given by 

•in-, M '^.il.iimrt. tho Prince to his Lieutenant Sonoy' 

I ■ii.4.-.iNtiiiti«i* li;ul were to "see thiit the Word of God 

.1 -lii^ 'i-iUuMitoii imIiom, w:ii« (^re:u.'heiU without, however, tuf- 

1 1. '11 rin-v wi»n« rt»- ftritnf uni/ hindrance to the Roman 

III '.ill I III hilnlily t»» t'fiiiii'h m the exertyix of its reViffion ; 

I. II. III. I iM ihu rniuv tn rwtore fiijritives and the banished 

. .1 Kiliolilii . h» |>iv- ft»r ci>nscience sake, and t*) require of 

.- ji.- IMikif .i|' Vlv:i. :ill nio^strates and officers of guilds 

Lii.l III' iiu|iii.<iii.iiiii: aiiil bn>therh4>«xls an oath of fidelity." 

i\ 11 III . •iioiiitni .iiid Tho Prince likewise prescribed the 

I. .,iiiiii\ u» |in»iivL ; form of that i.tath. repeating therein, 

i. iii.i <iti.ri»i*Ii< )vr- to his eternal honour, the same strict 

Ml II •ii4i>io .mil prohibition of intolerance. "Like- 

wiso." siiid the fomuila, "shall those 

., «.iiii.-.i 'ii ilin '.*A »*f "the reliirion' offer no let or hin- 

. ., 'u- u i» |ufMiliil dniiK-e w the Roman Churches."* 

...ill k iiiwdKii. The IVinoe was still in Germany, 

t II. (lit \;i«\»'ui.M- I'u^i^tl in niising troops and provid- 

,,..{ .i \\ iioil.uttl ' iii^f funds. He direoteti however, the 

..,. ill.- iii>li.>iii\ A .iil'.ur» of the insuru^?nt provinces in 

lii.. iiiiii.-iii^ oi lito tlu'ir minutest details, by virtue of 

;ii .;,:,.,.» i.'i IL'I I ho dii.-tatorship inevitably forced upon 

! ... M ii.. li ill.' I*»iii.-i' liiiu both by circumstances and by 

,...1 ,1. \ . .'•. \u- »!.•« '.lio tiH'ple. In the meantime. Louis 

... .ii. , .». ii.'ii i»-|«*'«>t .'1 N.uwiui. the Bayard^ of the Xether- 

.,; ,...:iis .>! \\w '.tdils. ivrforuveil a most unexpected 

:..,!. I'ri.. .;.'\«'i«i uiii br'.'/i::uit ex;^loit. He had been 

,.,i» ,,.i>.>:iu.i \'.s<\ **•::;: "i KrK'.ce. nec^tiating with the 

» ,...».,..{ '.Ill-: -iu' '.f.u'oi'* .*f :I:e Hu^.-.enots. and. more 

, :. ,. .; 1.; :li.- »4v»xn!Y. \\'.:ii tiieotHirt. He was suj)- 

..'i.. >»j... I..J.I ^•*«j«i\: '.\v .iI". :iie w r'Ai to be still in 

,. ■ •. .\. ..;i.o !i » \\\.\\ *-.:'c^v.-rv.. when :iie startling in- 

M, . .., .|.-, ii. II «i -.x"'. 7;«'t'«.v .irr'.vtfii :aa: he hai.1 sur- 

., ,u,,;,-;ii ■•isc>: »:!d vr.i:':"reii the important 

.., • i, ,. ...vii.; ..:» .! M-ns.' I'li'-S t.".r!i. the Capital 

...,.,;,»»• '; :• I. "M ;:".:. *:'-.:.k:e ::i a fertile, undu- 

,. . ., .... .1- :•.; .»:•••. Ve.r.-.::r.-.l ci-v^mtry. pro- 

... ; , I, ..i.ii iwi-.x: >> ''.-r^y will*, a triple moat, 

. J .,..,.., -..' cui I >.;:":i;C ,:T.u:rl. w-\s one of the 

I ,1... ;•. ■::»*^: ■?v'.;r'.siv.".: .ui^l slecast plaoes in 

...J s,- . .i»' \,-,l»vr\i:-*isw I: W.W. moreover, 

, ., . . .; .•... , X-.-- » %v:".:y :.' tie frjntiers of 

'»^ i xv. \ vv-*: -.-•y»r:azt jicquisition 

-.- .'.■ -.xi-vt:": V'^^' The capture 

, ,.. , . .» i.N * .!» uv>- ■■'■->>^.:^'~ A s-itive of 
V .-.v •.•.• V-r. :-v , l/.vr. a i:e«^Jraphi- 
, . .,. . .. M. f V. •.kI -*:r. ..iiA'. iiniself into 

.. .x:- 'ix'Tvx' .•: Alv-A. :.r whom he 

^^ ' ,. >... .•.....-.x^ »: .-. ±' rfrt"t times some 

. " ' ^ ..-..x.. « ;"^— scjTvr. ArclLire*^ e:c.. It. 
•. N.v. *• £<• i'^ Blt. Ti. sr:, 373. 
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remarkably well-executed mapB of the 
country. HaviDg occasion to visit 
France, he was employed by the Duke 
to keep a watch upon the movements 
of Louis of Nassau, and to make a re- 
port as to the progress of his intrigues 
with the court of France. The painter, 
however, was only a spy in disguise, 
being in reality devoted to the cause of 
freedom, and a correspondent of Orange 
and his family. His conununications 
with Louis, in Paris, had therefore a 
far different result from the one anti- 
cipated by Alva. A large number of 
adherents within the city of Mons had 
already been secured, and a plan was 
now arranged between Count Louis, 
Genlis, De la Noue, and other distin- 
guished Huguenot chiefs, to be carried 
out with the assistance of the brave 
and energetic artist.^ 

On the 23d of May, Oliver appeared 
at the gates of Mons, accompanied by 
three waggons, ostensibly containing 
merchandise, but in reality laden with 
arquebusses. These were secretly dis- 
tributed among his confederates in the 
city. In the course of the day. Count 
Louis arrived in the neighbourhood, 
accompanied by five hundred horse- 
men, and a thousand foot soldiers. 
This force he stationed in close con- 
cealment within the thick forests be- 
tween Maubeuge and Mons. Towards 
evening he sent twelve of the most 
trusty and daring of his followers, dis- 
guised as wine merchants, into the 
city. These individuals proceeded 
boldly to a public house, ordered their 
supper, and while conversing with the 
landlord, carelessly inquired at what 
hour next morning the city gates would 
be opened. They were informed that 
the usual hour was four in the morn- 
ing, but that a trifling present to the 
porter would ensure admission, if they 
desired it, at an earlier hour. They 
explained their inquiries by a state- 
ment that they had some casks of 
wine which they wished to introduce 
into the city before sunrise. Having 
obtained all the information which 



1 Bentivoglio, lib. vi. 100. Hoofd, vi. 237. 
Mendoza, lib. v. 120. Van Meteren, iv. 71. 

» Hoofd, vi. 237. Bor, vi. 877. Meteren, 
71. Mendoza, v. 120, 121. 
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they needed, they soon afterwards 
left the tavern. The next day they 
presented themselves very early at the 
gate, which the porter, on promise of 
a handsome " drink-penny, agreed to 
unlock. No sooBer were the bolts 
withdrawn, however, than he was 
struck dead, while about fifty dra- 
goons rode through the gate.' The 
Count and his followers now galloped 
over the city in the morning twilight, 
shouting, " France ! liberty! the town 
is ours ! " " The Prince is coming ! '* 
"Down with the tenth penny; down 
with the murderous Alva ! " So soon 
as a burgher shewed his wondering 
face at the window, they shot at him 
with their carbines. They made as 
much noise, and conducted themselves 
as boldly as if they had been at least a 
thousand strong. 

Meantime, however, the streets re- 
mained empty; not one of their secret 
confederates shewing himself. Fifty 
men could surprise, but were too few 
to keep possession of the city. The 
Count began to suspect a trap. As 
daylight approached, the alarm spread ; 
the position of the little band was 
critical. In his impetuosity, Louis 
had far outstripped his army, but they 
had been directed to follow hard upon 
his footsteps, and he was astonished 
that their arrival was so long delayed. 
The suspense becoming intolerable, 
he rode out of the city in quest of his 
adherents, and found them wandering 
in the woods,, where they had com- 
pletely lost their way. Ordering each 
horseman to take a foot soldier on the 
crupper behind him, he led them 
rapidly back to Mons. On the way 
they were encountered by La Noue, 
"with the iron arm,"' and Genlis, 
who, meantime, had made an unsut;- 
cessful attack to recover Valenciennes, 
which within a few hours had been 
won and lost again. As they reached 
the gates of Mons, they found them- 
selves within a hair's breadth of being 
too late ; their adherents had not come 
forth ; the citizens had been aroused ; 



« He had been severely wounded in 1670. 
His arm had been amputated, but "de bons 
ouvriers lui firent un bras de fer, dont 11 a 
port^ depuis le nom."— Vie de De la ^oue, 63. 
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the gates were all fast but one — and 
there the porter was quarrelling with 
a French soldier about an arquebuss. 
The drawbridge across the moat was 
at the moment rising; the last en- 
tHEtnce was closing, when Guitoy de 
Chaumont, a French officer, mounted 
on a light Spanish barb, sprang upon 
the bridge as it rose. His weight 
caused it to sink again, the gate was 
forced, and Louis with all his men 
rode triimiphantly into the town.^ 

The citizens were forthwith assem- 
bled by sound of bell in the market- 
place. The clergy, the magistracy, and 
the general council were all present. 
Genlis made the first speech, in which 
he disclaimed all intention of making, 
conquests in the interest of France. 
This pledgd having been given, Louis 
of Nassau next addressed the assembly : 
"The magistrates," said he, "have not 
understood my intentions. I protest 
that I am no rebel to the King; I 
prove it by asking no new oaths from 
any man. Remain bound by your old 
oaths of allegiance ; let the magistrates 
continue to exercise their functions — 
to administer jtistice. I imagine that 
no person will suspect a brother of the 
Prince of Orange capable of any design 
against the liberties of the. country. 
As to the Catholic religion, I take it 
under my very particular protection. 
Tou will ask why I am in Mons at the 
head of an armed force: are any of 
you ignorant of Alva's cruelties ? The 
overthrow of this tyraQt is as much 
the interest of the King a» of the 
people, therefore there is nothing in 
my present condu6t inconsistent with 
fidelity to his Majesty. Against Alva 
alone I have taken up arms; 'tis to 
protect you against his fury that I 
am here. It is to prevent the con- 
tinuance of 8 general rebellion that I 
make war upon him. The only propo- 
sition which I have to make to you is 
this — I demand that you declare Alva 



1 De Thou, vi 499. Mendoza, v. 121. 
Dewez Hist. Gen. de la Belg., v. 418-416. 
Bor, Meteren, Hooid. 

s Paridaens. Mens sous les rapporii his- 
toriques, statistiques, ete., 68-70 (lions. 
1819). The speech is reported from original 
documents in the Archives of the city: 
*' faxde intitulte Pi^oee relatives li la Surprise 



de Toledo a traitor to the King, the 
executioner of the> people, an enemy to 
the country, unworthy of the govern- 
ment, and hereby deprived of his au- 
thority."* 

The magistracy did not dare to ac- 
cept so bold a proposition ; the general 
council composing the more popular 
branch of the municipal government, 
were comparatively inclined to favour 
Nassau, and many of its members voted 
for the downM of the tyrant. Never- 
theless the demands of Count Louis were 
rejected. Hia position thus became cri- 
tical. The civic authorities refused to 
pay for his troops, who were, moreover, 
too few in number to resist the inevit- 
able siege. The patriotism of the citi- 
zens was not to be repressed, however, 
by the authority of the magistrates; 
many rich proprietors of the great 
cloth and silk manufactories, for which 
Mons was famous, raised and armed 
companies at their own expense ; many 
volunteer troops were also speedily or- 
ganised and drilled, and the fortifica- 
tions were put in order. No attempt 
was made to force the reformed religion 
upon the inhabitants, and even Catho- 
lics who were discovered in secret corres- 
pondence with the enemy were treated 
with such extreme gentleness by Nas- 
sau as to bring upon him severe re- 
proaches from many of his own party.' 

A large collection of ecclesiastical 
plate, jewellery, money, and other 
valuables, whicn had been sent to the 
city for safe keeping from the churches 
and convents of the provinces, was 
seized, and thus, with Httle bloodshed 
and no violenee, was the important 
city secured for the insurgents.* Three 
da^s afterwards, two thousand infantry, 
chiefly French, arrived in the place.* 
In the early part of the following 
month Louis was still further strength* 
ened by the arrival of thirteen hun- 
dred foot and twelve hundred horse- 
men, under command of Count Mont- 

de Mons; d^daratiooa des echevins, eta, 
•tc."— Compar* Bor, v. 877. Hoofd, vi. 238. 

•Paridaens, 76,77. 

* Bor, vL 87t. Hooftl, vi. 288.— Compare 
Bentivoglio, vi 100, et scq. ; Mendoza, v, 
120, 121 ; Grotius. 

»Bor, vi.878. Hoofd, vi. 238. 
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gomery, the celebrated officer,^ whose 
spear at the tournament had proved 
fatal to Henry the Second. Thus the 
Duke of Alva suddenly found himaelf 
exposed to a tempest of revolution. 
One thunderbolt after another seemed 
descending around him in breathless 
succession. Brill and Flushii^ had 
been abready lost ; Middelburg was so 
closely invested that its fall seemed 
imminent, and with it would go the 
whole islaiid of Walcheren, the key to 
all the Netherlands. In one morning' 
he had heaid of the revolt of Enkhuizen 
and of the whole Waterland; two 
hours later came the news of the 
Yalenciennes rebellion, and next day 
the astonishing capture of Mons. One 
disaster followed hard upon another. 
He could have sworn that the detested 
Louis of Nassau, who had dealt this 
last and most fatal stroke, was at that 
moment in Paris, safely^ watched by 
government emissaries; and now he 
had« as it were, suddenly started out 
of the earth, to deprivd him of this 
Important city, and to lay bare the 
whole frontier to the treacherous at- 
tacks of ^thless France. He refused 
to bdieve the intelligence when it was 
first announced to him, and swore that 
he had certain information that Count 
Louis had been seen playing in the 
tennis-court at Paris, within so short a 
period ;a8 to make his presence in Hai- 
nault at that moment impossible. 
Forced, at last, to admit the truth of 
the disastrous news, he dashed his hat 
upon the groimd in a fury, uttering 
imprecations upon the Queen Dowager 
of France, to whose perfidious intrigues 
he ascribed the success of the enter- 
prise, and pledging himself to send her 
Spanish thistles enough in return for 
the Florentine lilies which she had 
thus be^»wed upon him.' 

In the midst of the perplexities thus 
ihickening around him, the Duke pre- 
served his courage, if not his temper. 
Blinded, for a brief season, by the 
rapid attacks made upon him, he had 
b^n uncertain whither to direct his 
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vengeance. This last blow in so vital 
a quarter determihed him at once. He 
forthwith despatched Don Frederic to 
undertake the siege of Mons, and ear- 
nestly set about raising large reinf oroe- 
mentis to his army. Don Frederic 
took possession, without much opposi- 
tion, of the Bethlehem cloister in the 
immediate vicinity ol the city, and 
with four thousand troops began the 
investment in due form.^ 

Alva had, for a long time, been most 
impatient to retire from the provinces. 
Even he was capable of human emo- 
tions. Through the sevenfold panoply 
of his pride he had been pierced by the 
sharpness of a nation's eurse. He was 
wearied with the unceasing execrations 
which assailed his ears. " The hatred 
%nkich the people hear m^," said he, in a 
letter to rhUip, '' because of the chas- 
tisement which it has been necessary 
for me to inflict, although with all the 
moderation in the world, make all my 
efforts vain. A successor will meet 
more sympathy and prove more use- 
ful"' On the 10th June, the Duke 
of Medina Coeli, with a fleet of more 
than forty sail, arrived off Blankenburg, 
intending to enter the Scheld.' Julian 
Romero, with two thousand Spaniards, 
was also on board the fleet. Nothing, 
of course, was known to the new 
comers of the altered condition of 
affairs in the Netherlands, nor of the 
unwelcome reception which they were 
like to meet in Flushing. A few of 
the lighter craft having been taken by 
the patriot cruisers, the alarm was 
spread through all the fleet. Medina 
Cceli, with a few transports, was ena- 
bled to effect his escape to Sluys, 
whence he hastened to Brussels in a 
much less ceremonious manner than he 
had originally contemplated. Twelve 
Biseayan ships stood out to sea, des- 
cried a large Lisbon fleet, by a singulaur 
coincidence, suddenly heaving in sight, 
changed their course again, and with 
a favouring breeze bore boldly up the 
Hond, passed Flushing in spite of a 
severe cannonade from the forts, and 



1 Bor, vL 378. 
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» Bor, vi. 878. Hoofd, vi. 
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eventtmlly mad© good their eDtrance 
into Rammekfma, wlieace the soldiery^ 
aboat one-tm.lf of whom h»d thuH bBcn 
Ba^ed, were tranaferrad at a very criti- 
cal momeDfc to MiddeUmrg** 

The great Li»boa fleet ff>l]ow^ in 
the wake of the £iscayiui&i with witich 
inferior suecess. TofiUly ignonnit ot 
the revolution whk^b had occurred m 
the lale of Walcheren, it obeyed the 
summons of the rebel fort to cume to 
anchorj andj with tho eseeption of 
three or four, tho vesaok wort? all taketi. 
It was tho richest booty whiah tho in- 
sui^gcmta had yet acquired by sea or 
land. The fleet wae latlen witii epiciefi, 
moneyi jeweUerj'^, and the ri cheat mer- 
chandi&e* Five htmdred thoosand 
crtjwns of gdd were takt^n * and it waa 
calculated that the plunder altogether 
WDuld auflBco to maintain the war for 
two years at le&^ One thousand 
Spaniflb Boldiersi imd a good amount 
of ammunitiun, were also captured* 
Th« unexpected cooditioD of aifaira 
made a pause Datural^ and almost ne- 
ceaaary, before th^ government could 
be decoroualy transferred. Medina 
(Joeli^ with Qi^nieh gtimdiloquence, 
ftvowed hua willingness to serve as a 
Boldier tmder a genend whom he »o 
much venerated ; while Alva ordered 
that^ in aU respectfi, the same outward 
marks of repeat diould he paid to hjs 
appointed suoceitsor as to himself. Be- 
neath all thia external ceremonyj bow- 
ever^ muijb mutual uudiee wa4 Gon* 
oealed^ 

Meantime, the Duke, who was lite- 
rally "without a flingle r^al,''^ woa 
forced at huit to emother lii» pride in 
the matter of the t^nth penny. On 
ih@ S4th June, be summoned the 
estates of HoUaud to assemble on the 
15th of the ensuing montb. In the 
missive issued for tbia pur[K)Be, he for- 
mally agreed to aboUah the whole tax, 
on condition that the etkites-general 
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of the Keth^landa would fumiBh him 
with a yearly supply of two milljons 
of florins. Almoat at the same mo- 
ment the King had djomisBed the de- 
putie^s of the estate from ILidridL, 
with tbe public assurance that the tax 
was to be auBpended, and a private in- \ 
timation that it was not abolished in ' 
terms, only in order to save the dignity 
of tbe Duke> 

These healitig measurei came en- 
tiroly too late. The estates of Holland 
met, indeed, on the appointed day of 
July, but they aasemhlod not in obe- 
dience to Alva,, but in consequence of 
a summons from William of DrBnge,* 
They metj too, not at tho Hague, but 
at Dorti to take formal measures for 
renouncing the authority of the Dulce.* 
The first congress of the Netherland 
commoiiwealtb itill professed loyalty 
to the Crown, but wo« detertnined to 
accept the policy of Orange without a 
question. 

The Prince had again aaaembled an 
army in Germany, consisting of fifteen 
thousand foot and seven thousand 
boree, besides a number of Nether- 
landers, moatly Walloons, amounting * 
to nearly three thouaand cioreJ Be- 
fore taking the field, however, it was 
necessary that he should guarantee at 
least three months' pay to his troopn. 
This he could no longer do, except by 
giving bonds, endorsed by certain 
cities of Holland as his securities,* 
He had, acoordinglyj addressed letters 
in hia own name to all the pnncii^al 
cities, fervently adjuring them to re- 
member, at liwt, what was due to Mm, 
to tbe fatherland, and to their own 
character. " Let not a sum of gold*'* 
said he in one of these letters, ^^ be ao 
dear to you, that for ifa sake you wiU 
sacrifice your lives, yoiu' wires, your 
children, and all your descendants, to 
tbe latest generations; that you wHl 
bring sin and shame upon yourselrefl. 



1 H attji^n, iv. as, 5fl. HMfd, vi n% »40, 
CiiirroiRpondiiDCO de P3nlm|:»o 11., ii, 1133. 
Ari.'liif'voa, ete., dd k Midtoti d'Oruii^e^ iiL 
437-*4S, Ucndom, t1. 12T, ISf. 

d'OnuiifO. iil. 440. 44^, Moofii. vi 240^ vU. 
S67t Conwnopdtince do PhUijipo U., IL 
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' HetidosuL, vl. 122.^*'Hallando M iln 
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and deatruetion upon us who have bo 
hfiftrtil^ sttiven to assist you. Think 
wbat mom you will incur ttom foreign 
n^tionfi, what a crime you will commit 
against the Lord Gud, what a bloody 
yoke ye will impo«efm^vertipon your- 
BelTea and your ehildixn» if you now 
Aeek for mibterfugee — if you nt?w pre- 
vent tifl from tiLkiug the field with the 
t3\>opia which we have enlisted^ On the 
other hand, what ineipressible benefits 
you will confer on your country, if you 
now help U0 to reacue that fatherland 
from the power of Bpaniah vnltures 
and wolves."^ 

This and similar miseiYea, ciriJukted 
throughout the province of HoUaDd, 
produced & deep impreaaioti. In »c- 
oord^nce with hia &u;?g«atiuTis, the 
deputies from the nobility and from 
twelve cities of that pro vine a assembled 
on the I51h July^ at Dort Strictly 
ipeaktng, the eetate§ or government of 
Hollaati, the body which repreeonted 
the whole peo|ile, coufiieted of the 
nobles and aix gt'eat cities. Ou this 
occa^Ofi^ bowever^ Amflterda.m being 
still In the power of the King, Qould 
iend no deputiea^ while, ou the other 
harad, all the amall towns were invited 
to aend up their repretentativeft to 
tht Congress, Eight accepted the 
propoeal ; the rest declined to appoint 
delegatee^ partly from motii^eB of 
e<^nomy, partly from timidity.^ 

Thisse tiiStated were the legitimate 
repreaentaiiveB of the people, but they 
had no legi&lativE powers.* The peo- 
ple had never pretended to soTereign- 
ty, nor did they elaioi it now. The 
Bource from which the government of 
the NetherUnds was supposed to pro- 
ae«d W&8 fitUl the Divine mandate. 
Bven now the estates eiltrntly con- 
ceded, ad they had ever done^. the 
tupreuie legislative and executive 
fuwotioua to the land's master,* Upon 
Philip of Spain, as representative oi 
Coimt Dirk the First of HoUand, lud 
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descended, through many tortuous 
chaimeU, the Divine effluence origin* 
aUy supplied by Charles the Simple of 
Fmnce. That supernatural piwerwoa 
not contested, but it was now ingeni- 
ously turned against the sovereign. 
The King's authority wiib invoked 
against himself in the person of the 
Prince of Orange, to whom, thirteen 
years before, a porlion of tliat Divine 
right had been delegated. The estates 
of HoUajid met at Dort on tht* 15th 
July, OS repreeentativea of the people, 
"but they were summoned by Orange, 
royally commieaioned in ISfiy as stad- 
holderj and therefore the fliipreme 
legislative and executive officer of oer* 
tain provinoes* TMa wab the theory 
of the provisional government.^ The 
Prince represented the royal authonty, 
the nobles represented both them- 
aelves and the people of the open coun- 
try, while the twelve dties represented 
the whole body of burghers. Together, 
they were supposed to embody all 
author ity, both Divine and hunian, 
which a congress could exercise. Thus 
the whole movement was directed 
against Alva and against Count Bo^u, 
appointed stadholder by Alva in the 
plaoe of Orange.*' Philip^s name waa 
destined to figure for a long time, at 
the head of doounaenta by which 
moniest were raised, troops levied, and 
taxes collected, all to be oa&ii in deadly 
war against himselL 

The estates were convened on the 
ISth July, when Paul Buys, pension-^ 
ary of Leyden, the tried and confi- 
dential friend of Or^tnge, was elected 
Advocate of Holkuid.' The o^mven' 
tion ^iifl then adjourned till the 1 8th, 
when Saint Aldegonde made his ap- 
pearance, w^ith full powers to act pro- 
visionally in behalf of his Highness.* 

The distinguished plenipotentiary 
delivered before the congress a long 
and very effective harangue* He re- 
calletl the sacrifices and etlorts of the 
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I that with which they served their de- 
«tn)jer ! It was resolyed that the 
ro(|\ii8ite amount should be at once 
niiMMl. portly from the regular im- 
iMmUi and current "requests," partly 
by Kviiw from -the rich, from the 
vleixy, from the guilds and brother- 
hiHHU. |iartly from superfluous church 
iinwnuMitM and other costly luxuries. 
U was directed that subscriptions 
^Uiould he immeiliately opened through- 
out tho land, that gold and silver phU«, 
funiituro. jewellery, and other expen- 
I »ivo articles sliould be received by 
I voluntary cvmtributions. for which in- 
i vontoriw and receipts should be given 
by tho magistrates of each city, and 
thitt u^vn these money should be 
! mi<HHl, oichor by loan or sale.' An en- 
: thu«(i»«tio and liWral spirit prevailed. 
All iK'rnuxl detemiiiieil. rather than 
|\iy iho tenth to Alva, to pay the 
wholo to tho Prince.* 

Tho o^trtto*. furthermore, by unani- 
«i»\ni* n»*olution. doclarvd that they 
rxw^rni^vi tho Prince as the King's 
Uwtxit «itji^iholdor over Holland, Zea- 
liisi. ^>;o*larrtl. ar.d I'trocht, and that 
t!\ov v^^ni'd u*? their influence with 
?!'.o otJ'.OT i^rvn-inct* to procure his 
•V*.v.v,'.tr.-.*v.t M Pr.':es?tor of all the 
N,",!-.orju-.vi* o;:r>.c the King's ab- 
T«.'.-.:x\\* H:* Hichncss wat requested 
9.' *viv'.r.: *n Adn^ini. on whom, with 
xV\.<. V »;<^y^;f,e* fn'm tho WiUT-cities, 
x>n' ,\v:>.".v.x: .*•: ;ho r.-i*~:-.:v;i» warshi»uld 
,v^^^^-* Th* o,^r!*^.;^^ .:' the military 
,* V*-*". -.^w >,^ *i«^."^ "**"** V be directed 
V"\ ".Vvf. *. ^y.^rr.. *:>.-. Knkh;:i£en. in 
,Ns . •.\-»i.v.r. «:h the iVnnt de la 
V '. \ ;. A v.'.i\ipf vTtf likewise ex- 
.Vs-c-^v. Viti-WT. TJic <«Pt»T«» aad the 
. ^^- .vir<r.t.-ivrr ;if.« iiC':ti^.eT rirrr 
V* • •.". orr<T -iVrt/ fcr.Y trwiTT with the 
\ -.>, <\\\ -T >;k :■..".. *vT»er:t .iDii co- 
..v'-*f.v- ..: \h( .-•JJiffr. "WTith rwrard 
• " V -..v'-i 'I ^'^ r.rrr.> es^iKjshed. 
■ V- ■ :>v r^ 'iV.- <\*^^»"w»f* :i:"T»:riaewor- 












n^vifd. Tii. £Ul 



1572.] 

the Reformed Church, but to the Ro- 
man Catholic — the clei^ of both be- 
ing protected from all molestation.^ 

After these proceedings. Count de 
la Marck made his appearance before 
the assembly. His commission from 
Orange was read to the deputies, and 
by them ratified.' The Prince, in 
that document, authorised " his dear 
cousin *' to enhst troops, to accept the 
fealty of cities, to furnish them with gar- 
risons, to re-establish all the local laws, 
municipal rights, and ancient privileges 
which had been suppressed. He was 
to maintain freedom of religion, under 
penalty of death to those uho infringed 
it; he was to restore all confiscated 
property; he was, with advice of his 
council, to continue in office such city 
magista:ates as were favourable, and. 
to remove those adverse to the cause.' 

The Prince was, in reality, clothed 
with dictatorial and even reg^ powers. 
This authority had been forced upon 
him by the prayers of the people, but 
he manifested no eagerness as he {Murtly 
accepted the onerous station. He was 
provisionally the depositary of the 
whole sovereignty of the northern pro- 
vinces, but he cared much less for 
theories of government than for ways 
and means. It was his object to re- 
lease the country from the tyrant who, 
five years long, had been burning and 
butchering the people. It was ^ de- 
termination to drive out the foreign 
soldiery. To do this, he must meet 
his enemy in the field. So little was 
he disposed to strengthen his own in- 
dividual power, that he voluntarily 
imposed limits on himself, by an act, 
supplemental to the proceedings of the 
Congress of Dort In this important 
ordinance made by the Prince of 
Orange, as a provisional form of go- 
vernment,* he publicly announced 
" that he vmdd do and ordain nothing 
except by the advice of the estates, by 
reason that they were best acquainted 
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with the circumstances and the hu- 
mours of the inhabitants." He di- 
rected the estates to appoint receivers 
for all pubUc taxes, and ordained that 
all military officers should make oath 
of fidelity to him, as stadholder, and to 
the estates of Holland, to be true and 
obedient, in order to liberate the land 
from the Albanian and Spanish tyranny, 
for the service of his royal Majesty as 
Cownt of Holland. The provisional 
constitution, thus made by a sovereign 
prince and actual dictator, was cer- 
tainly as disinterested as it was saga- 
cious. 

Meanwhile the war had opened 
vigorously in Hainault. Louis of 
Nassau had no sooner found himself 
in possession of Mons than he had de- 
spatched Gtenlis to France, for those 
reinforcements which had been pro- 
mised by royal lips.^ On the other 
hand, Don Frederic held the city 
elosely beleaguered ; sharp combats be- 
fore tiie walls were of almost daily oo- 
eurrence, but it was obvious that 
Louis would be imable to maintain 
the position into which he had so 
chivalrously thrown himself unless he 
should soon receive important succour. 
The necessary reinforcements were 
soon upon the way. G^nlis had made 
good speed with his levy, and it was 
soon announced that he was advancing 
into Hainault, with a force of Hugue- 
nots, whose numbers report magni^ed 
to ten thousand veterans.^ Louis de- 
spatched an earnest message to his 
confederate to use extreme caution in 
his approach. Above all things, he 
urged him, before attempting to throw 
reinforcements into the city, to effect 
a junction with the Prince of Orange, 
who had already crossed the Rhine 
with his new army.^ 

Genlis, full of overweening confi- 
dence, and desirous of acquiring singly 
the whole glory of relieving the city, 
disregarded this advice.^ His rashness 
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proved his ruin, and the temporary 
TOOstration of the cause of freedom. 
Fuflhing rapidly forward across the 
French frontier, he arrived, towards 
the middle of July, within two leagues 
of Mons. The Spaniards were aware 
of his approach, and well prepared to 
frustrate his project. On the 19th, he 
found himself upon a circular plain of 
about a league's extent, surrounded 
with coppices and forests, and dotted 
with farm-houses and kitchen gardens.^ 
Here he paused to send out a recon- 
noitring party. The little- detachment 
was, however, soon driven in, with the 
information that Don Frederic of To- 
ledo, with ten thousand men, was com- 
ing instantly upon them. The Spanish 
force, in reality, numbered four thou- 
sand infantry and fifteen hundred ca- 
valry; but three thousand half -armed 
boors had been engaged by Don Frederic, 
to swell his apparent force.' The de- 
n^onstration produced its effect, and no 
sooner had the first panic of the intel- 
ligence been spread, than Noircarmes 
came charging upon them at the head 
of his cavalry. The infantry arrived 
directly afterwards, and the Huguenots 
were routed almost as soon as seen. It 
was a meeting rather than a battle.* 
The slaughter of the French was very 
great, while but an insignificant num- 
ber of the Spaniards felL Chiappin 
Vitelli was the hero of the. day. It 
was to his masterly arrangements be- 
fore the combat, and to his animated 
exertions upon the field, that the vic- 
tory was owing. Having been severely 
wounded in the thigh but a few days 
previously, he caused himself to be car- 
ried upon a litter* in a recumbent po- 
sition in front of his troops, and was 
everywhere seen, encouraging their ex- 
ertions and exposing himself, crippled 
as he was, to the whole brunt of the 
battle. To him the victory nearly 
proved fatal; to Don BVederic it 
brought increased renown. Vitelli's 
exertions, in his precarious condition, 
brought on severe inflammation, under 
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which he nearly succumbed, while the 
son of Alva reaped extensive fame from 
the total overthrow of the veteran 
Huguenots, due rather to his lieu- 
tenant and to Julian Romero.^ 

The number of dead left by the 
French upon the plain amounted to 
at least twelve hundred, but a much 
larger number was butchered in detail 
by the peasantry, among whom they 
attempted to take refuge, and who had 
not yet forgotten the barbarities inflict- 
ed by their countrymen in the previous 
war.^ • Many officers were taken prison- 
ers, among whom was the Commander- 
in-chief, Genlis. That unfortunate gen- 
tleman was destined to atone for his 
rashness and obstinacy with his life. 
He was carried to the castle of Ant- 
werp, where, sixteen months afterwards, 
he was secretly strangled by command 
of Alva, who caused the report to be 
circulated that he had died a natural 
death.^ About one hundred foot sol- 
diers succeeded in making their en- 
trance into Mons,^ and this was all the 
succour which Count Louis was de- 
stined to receive from France, upon 
which country he had built such lofty 
and such reasonable hopes. 

While this unfortunate event was 
occurring, the Prince had already put 
his army in motion. On the 7th of 
July he had crossed the Rhine at Duis- 
burg, with fourteen thousand foot, 
seven thousand horse, enlisted in G^- 
many, besides a force of three thousand 
Walloons.' On the 23d of July, he 
took the city of Roermond, ah^er a 
sharp cannonade, at which place his 
troops already began to disgrace the 
honourable cause in which they were 
engaged, by imitating the cruelties and 
barbarities of their antagonists. The 
persons and property of the burghers 
were, with a very few exceptions, re- 
spected ; but many priests and monks 
were put to death by the soldiery under 
circumstances of great barbarity.^® The 
Prince, incensed at such conduct, but 
being unable to exercise very stringent 
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authority over troops whose wages he 
was not yet able to pay in full, issued 
a proclamation, denouncing such ex- 
cesses, and commanding his followers, 
upon pain of death, to respect the 
rights of all individuals, whether Papist 
or Protestant, and to protect religious 
exercises both in Catholic and Reformed 
chiurches.^ 

It was hardly to be expected that 
the troops enlisted by the Prince in 
the same great magazine of hireling 
soldiers, Germany, from whence the 
Duke also derived his annual supplies, 
would be likely to differ very much in 
their propensities from those enrolled 
u^ider Spanish banners; yet there was 
a vast contrast between the characters 
of the two commanders. One leader 
inculcated th% practice of robbery, 
rape, and murder, as a duty, and issued 
distinct orders to butcher "every 
mother^s son " in the cities which he 
captured; the other restrained every 
excess to the utmost of his ability, 
protecting not only life and property^ 
but even the ancient religion. 

The Emperor Maximilian had again 
issued his injunctions against the mili- 
tary operations of Orange. Bound to 
the monarch of Spain by so many 
family ties, being at once cousin, bro- 
ther-in-law, and father-in-law of Philip, 
it was difficult for him to maintain 
the attitude which became him, as 
chief of that Empire to which the 
peace of Passau had assured religious 
freedouL It had, however, been suffi- 
ciently proved that remonstrances and 
intercessions addressed to Philip were 
but idle breath. It had therefore be- 
come an insult to require pacific con- 
duct from the Prince on the ground 
of any past or future mediation. It 
was a still grosser mockery to call 
upon him to discontinue hostilities 
because the Netherlands were includ- 
ed in the Empire, and therefore pro- 
tected by the treaties of Passau and 
Augsburg. WeU did the Prince reply 
to his Imperial Majesty's summons in 
a temperate but cogent letter,^ which 
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he addressed to him from his camp, 
that all intercessions had proved fruit- 
less, and that the only help for the 
Netherlands was the sword. 

The Prince had been delayed for a 
month at Roermonde, because, as he 
expressed it, "he had not a single 
sou,"^ and because, in consequence, 
the troops refused to advance into the 
Netherlands. Having at last been fur- 
nished with the requisite guarantees 
from the Holland cities for three 
months' pay, on the 27th of August, 
the day of the publication of his letter 
to the Emperor, he crossed the Meuse 
and took his circuitous way through 
Diest, Tirlemont, Sichem, Louvain, 
Mechlin, Termonde, Oudenarde, Niv- 
elles.^ Many cities and villages ac- 
cepted his authority and admitted his 
garrisons. Of these Mechlin was the 
most considerable, in which he sta- 
tioned a detachment of his troops. Its 
doom was sealed in that moment. Alva 
could not forgive this act of patriotism 
on the part of a town which had so 
recently excluded his own troops. 
" This is a direct permission of God," 
he wrote, in the spirit of dire and re- 
vengeful prophecy, " for us to punish 
her as she deserves, for the image- 
breaking and other misdeeds done 
there in the time of Madame de Par- 
ma, which our Lord was not willing 
to pass over without chastisement." * 

Meantime the Prince continued his 
advance. Louvain purchased its neu- 
trality* for the time with sixteen 
thousand ducats; Brussels obstinately- 
refused to listen to him, and was too 
powerful to be forcibly attacked at 
that jimcture ; other important cities, 
convinced by the arguments and won 
by the eloquence of the various pro- 
clamations which he scattered as he 
advanced, ranged themselves spon- 
taneously and even enthusiastically 
upon his side. How diflferent would 
have been the result of his campaign 
but for the unexpected earthquake 
which at that instant was to appal 
Christendom, and to scatter all his 
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lead in the interaecine siaruggle, were 
employed with Medicean art, and with 
entire succeaa. The King was lashed 
into a frenzy. Starting to his feet, 
with a howl of rage and terror, "I 
agree to the scheme/' he cried, ** pro- 
vided not one Huguenot be left alive 
in France to reproach me with the 
deed."! 

That night the ^ughter commenced. 
•The long premeditated crime was exe- 
cuted in a panic, but the work was 
thoroughly dona The King, who a 
few days before had written with his 
own lumd to Louis of Nassau, express- 
mg his firm determination to sustain 
the Protestant cause both in France 
and the Netherlands, who had employ- 
ed the counsels of Coligny in the 
arrangement of his plans, and who 
had sent French troops, under Gtenlis 
and La Noue, to assist their Calvinist 
brethren in Flanders, now gave the 
signal for the general massacre of the 
Protestants, and with his own hands, 
from his own palace windows, shot his 
subjects with his arquebuse as if they 
bad been wild beasts. 

Between Sunday and Tuesday, ac- 
cording to one of the most moderate 
calculations, five thousand Parisians of 
all ranks were murdered. Within the 
whole kingdom, the number of victims 
was variously estimated at from twenty- 
five thousand to one hundred thou- 
sand.' The heart of Protestant Europe, 
for an instant, stood still with horror. 
The Queen of England put on mourn- 
ing weeds, and spumed the apologies 
of the French envoy with contempt.* 
At Rome, on the contrary, the news 
of the massacre created a joy beyond 
description. The Pope, accompanied 
by his cardinals, went solemnly to the 
church of Saint Mark to render thanks 
to God for the grace thus singularly 
vouchsafed to the Holy See and to aU. 
Christendom; and a Te Deum was 
performed in presence of the same 
august assemblage.^ 

But nothing could exceed the satis- 
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faction which the event occasioned in 
the mind of Philip the Second. There 
was an end now of all assistance from 
the French government to the Nether- 
land Protestants. '' The news of the 
events upon Saint Bartholomew's-day," 
wrote the French envoy at Madrid, 
Saint Goard, to Charles IX., "arrived 
on the 7th September. The King, on 
receiving the intelligence, shewed, 
contrary to his natural custom, so 
much gaiety, that he seehied more de- 
lighted than with all the good fortune 
or happy incidents which had ever 
before occurred to hinu He called sJl 
his familiars about him in order to 
assure them that your Majesty was 
his good brother, and that no one else 
deserved the title of Most Christian. 
He sent his secretary Cayas to me 
with his felicitations upon the event, 
and with the information that he was 
just going to Saint Jerome to render 
thanks to Qod, and to offer his prayers 
that your Majesty might receive Divine 
support in this great affair. I went to 
see him next morning, and as soon as 
I came into his presence he began to 
laugh, and with demonstrations of ex- 
treme contentment, to praise your 
Majesty as deserving your title of Most 
Christian, telling me there was no King 
worthy to be your Majesty's com- 
panion, either for valour or prudence. 
He pnosed the steadfast resolution and' 
the long dissimulation of so great an 
enterprise, which all the world would 

not be able to comprehend." 

''I thanked him," continued the am- 
bassador, "and I said that I thanked 
God for enabling your Majesty to ^mwc 
to hie Master ^iat hie apprentice had 
learned his trade, and deserved his title 
of most Christian King. I added, that 
he ought to confess that he owed the 
preservation of the Netherlands to your 
Majesty."* 

Nothing, certainly, could, in Philip's 
apprehension, be more delightful than 
this most tmexpected and most oppor- 
tune intelligence. Charles IX., whose 
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intriguoi in the Netherlands he had 
long known, had now been suddenly 
<x«verted by this stupendous crime 
into his most powerful ally, while at 
the same time the Protestants of 
Europe would learn, that there was 
still another crowned head in Chris- 
tendom more deserving of abhorrence 
than himself. He wrote immediately 
to Alva/ expressing his satisfaction 
that the King of fVance had disem- 
barrassed himself of such pernicious 
men, because he would now be obliged 
to cultivate the friendship of Spain, 
neither the English Queen nor the 
German Protestants being thenceforth 
capable of trusting him. He informed 
the Duke, moreover, that the French 
envoy, Saint Ooard, had been urging 
him to command the immediate execu- 
tion of Genlis and his companions, who 
had been made prisoners, as well as all 
the Frenchmen who would be captured 
in Mons, and that he fully concurred 
in the propriety of the measure. " The 
sooner," said Philip, "these noxious 
plants are extirpated &om the earth, 
the less fear there is that a fresh crop 
will spring up." The monarch there- 
fore added, with his own hand, to the 
letter, " / dedrt that if you have not 
already duemharrantd the world of 
Aem, you will do it immediately, and 
inform me thereof for I tee no recuon 
v^y it thoM he deferred:* * This is 
the demoniacal picture painted by the 
French ambassador, and by Philip's 
own hand, of the Spanish monarch's 
joy that his " Most Christian" brother 
hiul just murdered twenty-five thou- 
sand of his own subjects. In this 
cold-blooded way, too, did his Catholic 
Majesty order Uie execution of some 
thousand Huguenots additionally, in 
order more fully to carry out his royal 
brother's plans ; yet Philip could write 
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of himself, '' that all the world recog- 
nised the gentleness of his nature, and 
the mildness of his intentions." ^ 

In truth, the advice thus given by 
Saint Goard on the subject of the 
French prisoners in Alva's possessions 
was a natural result of the Saint Bar- 
tholomew. Here were officers and sol- 
diers whom Charles IX. had himself 
sent into the Netherlands to fight for 
the Protestant cause agaxnst PhtUp and 
Alva, Already the papers found upon 
them had placed him in some embar- 
rassment, and exposed his duplicity to 
the Spanish government, before the 
great massacre had made such signal 
reparation for his delinquency. He 
had ordered Mondoucet, his envoy in 
the Netherlands, to use dissimuhUdon 
to an imstinted amount, to continue 
his intrigues with the Protestants, and 
to deny stoutly all proofs of such con- 
nivance. " I see that the papers found 
upon Genlis," he wrote * twelve days 
before the massacre, " have been put 
into the hands of Assonleville, and 
that they know everything done by 
Genlis to have been conmiitted with 
my consent. Nevertheless, you mXL 
tell the Duke of Alva that thete are 
Ues invented to excite sutpicion affaimi 
me. You will also give him oocasiomd 
information of the enemy's affiurs, in 
order to make him believe in your in- 
tegrity. Even if he does not believe 
you, my purpose will be answered^ 
provided you do it dexterously.' At 
the same time you must keep up a 
constant communication with the Prince 
of Orange, taking great care to pre- 
vent dixovery of your intelligence with 
him,'*^ 

Were not these masterstrokes of 
diplomacy worthy of a Eling whom his 
mother, from boyhood upwards, had 
caused to study Macchiavelli*s "Prince," 

* These remarkable letters exchanged be- 
tween Charles IX. and Mondoucet have rs- 
oently been published by M. EmUe Gaohet 
(chef du biu«au palgog^phique aux Ar- 
chives de Belgique) from a manuscri|it dis- 
covered by him in the library at Rhmms.^ 
Compto Beiidu de la Com. Boy. d'HisL, iv. 
S40, soq. 

» •• Bncores qu'il ne y ac^jouste toj, toutes 
UAb cela servira & mon intoition, pourveu 
que le Cuaes destrement.'*— Ibid. 

•Urid. 
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and wlu? had thoTvughl j taken to he&rt 
the TBftmfPi ofteo repeated in those 
dnjif thai ibe '^ Science of I'eigiiiti^ 
was the ecienoe of lying ** ^ ^ 

Thfi joy in the Sijatiish camp before 
Mom wa» unbounded. U vnm vr if 
the only bulwark between the Nether- 
hud r^beli and totd detftruction hud 
beeo siiddeiily withdrawn. With an- 
tiieme m Saint Oudule,^ with bon^r^ttt 
leslaTe illuTniDations^ roaring artillery » 
with trumpete iilfso^ and with ehawioa^ 
was the gloHoua holiday celebrated in 
Cffuri &tid ckmpt in honour of the YOBt 
iDuider QCfmmiti^ by tibe Biovi ChriH- 
tian Kio^ apfm hk Chriitian subjecta ; 
nor was a moment lost in fl|^priaing 
the Hoguenot BoLdiera shut up with 
Louis of Nassau in the beleaguered city 
of the great catastrophe which wBiB to 
render all their valour fru itless. ** 'T wsa 
a puniahment}" i&id a Spanish eoldjer^ 
who fought moBt oourageotuly before 
Mone, and who elaborately described 
the siege afterwards, ''well worthy of 
e king wboae title is ' The Most Cnrie- 
tian,' and it was still more honourable 
tp inflict it with his own bande as he 
did."* Kor was the ob«BTvatiem a 
pithy sareaenit but a frank eipreasion 
of opinion^ from a man celebrated alike 
for the bMIJ with which he handled 
both hia sword and hi& pen. 

The French envoy in the Nether- 
lands was, of oour«e« iramedmtely in- 
formed hj his sovereign of the great 
erent. Charles IX. gave a veiy pithy 
a<MMunt of the tranMcttoit. " To pre- 
T^ent the success of the enterpriae 
planned by the Admirals" wrote the 
King on the 26th of August, with 
hands yet reeking; and while the havoc 
throiighout France was at its height, 
"I have been obliged to permit the 
&atd Guisea to rush upon the said Ad- 
miral,^ which they have done, the said 
Admiral having been killed and d) his 
ndheremts. A very great number of 
those belongii^ to the new religion 

1 " Qui ucBcit diBflimiilam neflcit negtuirQ, " 
t Letter of Mondoucet, iibi sxip. Btradu, 
T11^3)(Wl — *'Ili Hlspdur^nun caatrJA sub pri- 
mm tenebras, Ingontla l&jiitiat cigiiua. boscos 
cderet sdopomm explofliona ter rQp{.ititm« 
lieia tyiBpiinonim tiibftrumque eitnti,i, ac 
tata eiraum vaUq feiitiv ignibujg colluoeutu/' 
f^f etc 



letter to M. dt Mondoucd, ^U 

have also been maMacred and cut to 
pieties. It ia probable that the fire 
thus kindled will spread tliroiigh all 
the cities of my kingdom, and that all 
those of the said religion will be made 
sure otJ'^ Hot oUeu, €ertain1yi In his- 
toij, has a Christian Idng epokeii thui 
calmly of butchering hts subj^cta while 
the wc^k was proceeding all around 
'him^ It is ti3 be observed „ moreover, 
that the usual excuse for such eaormi* 
ties, religious fanaticiom, cumot be 
even suggested on this occaiton. Cm- 
tliarine, in times past had favoured 
Huguenots as mueh aa Catholics, while 
Charles had been, up to the vety mo- 
TDent of the crime, in strict alliance 
with the heretics of both France and 
Flanders, and furthering the schemet 
of Orange and Nassau. I^ay, even at 
this very moment, and in this very 
letter in which he gave the news of 
the massacre, he charged bie envay 
still to Toamtuiu iJu doxti htt fiwitt 
s^erd mUUi^mict ttnth the Prince o/ 
Ora'r^4; taking great care that tho 
Duke of Alva should not disoover 
these relations* Hia ijiotives were, of 
course^ to prevent the Prince from 
Abandoning his designs, and from com- 
ing to moke a disturbance in France. 
The King, now that the deed was 
done, was most anjdous to reap all the 
fruits of his crime. "Now, M. de 
Mondoncet, it ia necessary in such 
affairs," he continued, "to have an eye 
to every poB&ible contingeney, I know 
that thifi news will be miibt agreeable 
to the Duke of Alva, for it is most 
favourable to hia designs. At the 
same time, I don't desire that he alone 
should gather the fruit. I don't chooae 
that he should, a^icordmg to hia excel- 
lent onatom, conduct his affairs in auoh 
wise 08 to threw the Prince of Orange 
uf}on my hands, besides sending back 
to France Genlis and the other prison- 
ers, ae well as the French now ehut up 
inMona."* 



« HeadosB, ril 146. 

* '* J'ay 6t^ oonstriiltit permettre at cfpuvr 
mnyea auBdits da Guisa 4& fTDUrir sua audit 
/Loiira^^ etc.— ^Jomeiponduico 4,9 JHoix^ 
donce^ etc., ubi sup. 

s CorrefrpDndanos da H(mdouc9l. 

« Ibid. 



**irr^' -»i:*tt jut ^/'.>'i i«a iif Air* 
MU'^U'i ar/^ ^w* *A* ftiij r^ 3C1'«bi, <*- if 

Ijj^ */'rA u^Aitfct 3**JU!T nrjwft ii* nine 

u^^ >|jir% «Jm; W!f;0iMKAij fA *A»aafima^ 

tAuft i» U^piii/ r^i*sjnt4C iMxa V> jwt to 
<M:4^ Wi tJk Vrtew^JU ynrnmitsn ttrrm in 
il«wu4 m w^di V/ ««t ill piiwaM ererj 
turn m M.<Hm, y/n wiSl mj X/» Ltm t^ 
tJM« i« ^nM!^/ wUkt iift oa^ to do, 
mW lAckt. Jm ft'CX U irtjltjr r/f s great 
iirr/>««|r v> ^%rMaaaty\i b« does oth^- 
WMi^/ ' ^>ft*io)7, Um! l>t]k«, faaring 
fc*Wi tli^M dMUjM^/ '^rd^r^dy Vith by 
kJJK '/Wf» UtMA^ wtii \jj bis Chnntian 
Mmj^h^, Ut [/»Jt -wr«T fiiM of these 
¥neut'Xati*iU i/t ^/tiatth, bsd a sulfideocy 
of ro)r«i warruA, XercTtfaeUss, he 
WM ly/t tJA^ U* ^FX^t/:nUf entirely these 
Ufr'Ma/j»i» maftjny^itnm. The ytmtnen 
uJkrttstAy m his ly/wer wer* not dtmiimd 
i/t *Mf:tu^ttt, btit th« otty 'A Hods, in his 
ifwn hitiir*m^, ** ]^ntA to bare sharpa* 
t««th thstt b« mxY\^mtA!** 

%tmAtmtui^ l/mt wt time in placing 
l>«0/r« Alvs th« urgent necessity of 
s/>y/fA|/lisl<ing th* extensire and cold- 
hUMMUni unumiu^rtt ihtut prtiiioned. "The 
|>iik<f hss i<f;/liiwi,'' wr^iie Uie envoy to 
h'ut iK/v«r<7ig», ''that he is executing 
U'm \rtr\wmttm ev^rrv day, and that he 
\tsm Mjt a few U;ft. Nevertheless, 
inr nffUtit rtatMf/n whU:h he does not 

> OfrrmufHUhuac* d« Umuknio&t, 

» M/yfidouiaH Ui CluuiM rx,, 16ib Beptem- 
Ur I//72. « lUd, (6tb Betit:) 

« M'rtuUfiU!^ Ut Chsrlss IX.. mh it^f/Um- 
Ur 1(72. 
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vvdiJafvaaedkiB maiBbBr Iteb Gcnfi^ 
Z-zzzitsjBt, Mki ifae ocher ] 
**yC**^. ^ Arv» wmid | 
a iraanmrAe 1 1 — im to 
Frcoeli IB Mobs «> fesve this dty; bsi 
fast tike Dske, akbocoi. bs I 
WM gronriag' iesi casAdcos.. sfeSI I 
to take the teym» by ■■■iiTt 'Ibstvs 
0^ him,'* be added, '- to pok OcK an 
to dotth, MKinK has ^scfe kr vcsU 
be rcspooBbie ior the cease(|ncBeei of 
a eootruT eoanb" *" ^^ **■ ■** 
your HcMt d iiktisa msotor,* aalEBd 
Aha, "Older these FicBefama !■ 
Mods to come to him mdcr csf^ to 
make no di sUiiUu iee? TbcA my pri- 
soners will be at my diHiclHm and I 
idudl get my dty." "Became* an- 
swered the eimiy, "tfaey wSEL m«l t 
kis Motl ChrMoM M^jaif, mmd i 
prefer to diem Mcms."* 

This certainly was a moat aeBsifale 
reptj, bat it is insferaetiTe to witnesi 
; the cynicism with which ^tm envoy 
! aooepts this position for his masker, 
' while ecJdly reoovding the resnlto of 
' an these aangninaiy conrcrastifliia. 
i Such was the conditioo of " 
' when the Prince of Orange anired at 
P^ronne, between Binche and the Doha 
of Alra's entrenchments.* The be- 
sieging army was ridi in notabilities 
of elevated rank. Don Frederic of 
Toledo had hitherto commanded; but, 
on the 27ih of Augnsty the Dukes of 
Medina Coeli and of Alva had arrived 
in the camp.^ Directly afterwards 
came the warlike Archbishop of Co- 
logne,* at the head of two thousand 
cavalry.* There was but one chance 
for the Prince of Orange, and experi- 
ence had taught him, four years before, 
its slendemeas. He mig^ still pro- 
voke his adversary into a pit<^ed 
battle, and he relied upon Ood for the 
result. In his own words, " he trusted 
ever that the great God of armies was 
with him, and would fight in the 
midst of his forces."^" So long as Alva 



• CorrespondaDoe de Philippe II., ii. 1158. 
Hoofd. vti. 262. 7 IbicL, vil 257. 

» Correspondanoe de Philippe II., ii. 1158. 

• Bor, vi. 402. 

^" \^**^ **' J<>^ o' Nassau. Archive^ 
etc., iii. 461. ^ 



Narrow Eteape ofihe Prince of Orange, 
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remained in his impregnable camp, it 
was impossible to attack Mm, or to 
throw reinforcements into Mons. The 
Prince soon f omid, too, that Alva was 
far too wise to hazard his position by 
a superfluous combat. The Duke 
knew tiiat the cavalry of the Prince 
was superior to his own.^ He ex- 
presaed himself entirely unwilling 
to play into the Princes hands, in- 
stead of winning the game which was 
no longer doubtfuL The Huguenot 
soldiers within Mons were in despair 
and mutiny; Louis of Nassau lay in 
his bed consuming with a dangerous 
fever; Qenlis was a prisoner^ and his 
army cut to pieces ; Coligny was mur- 
dered, and Protestant France para- 
lysed ; the troops of Orange, enlisted 
but for three months, were already 
rebellious, and sure to break into open 
insubordination when the consequences 
of the Paris massacre should become 
entirely dear to them ; and there were, 
therefore, even more cogent reasons 
than in 1568, why Alva should remain 
perfectly still, and see his enemy's 
cause founder before his eyes. The 
valiant Archbishop of Cologne was 
most eager for the fray. He rode daily 
at the Duke's side, with harness on his 
back and pistols in his holsters, armed 
and attired like one of his own troopera, 
and urging the Duke, with vehemence, 
to a pitched battle with the Prince. 
The Duke commended, but did not 
yield to, the prelate's enthusiasm. 
'"Tis a fine figure of a man, with 
his coralet and pistols," he wrote to 
Philip, " and he shews great affection 
for your Majesty's service." * 

The issue of the campaign was in- 
evitable. On the 11th September, Don 
Frederic, with a force of four thousand 
picked men, established himself at Saint 
Florian, a village near the Havr^ gate 
of the city, while the Prince had en- 
camped at Hermigny, within half a 
league of the same place, whence he 
attempted to introduce reinforcements 
into the town. On the night of the 
11th and 12th, Don Frederic hazarded 

1 Correspondance de Philippe II., il 1168. 

«Ibid. 

* Hendosa. vii. 1A7. Strada, vii. 367, S68. 

« StTada» viL 868. Hoofd, viL 263. 
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an tncarMMda upon the enemy's camp, 
which proved eminently successful, and 
had nearly resulted in the capture of 
the Prince himself. A chosen band of 
six hundred arquebusiers, attired, as 
was customary in these nocturnal ex- 
peditions, with their shirts outside 
their armour, that they might recog- 
nise each other in the darkness, were 
led by Julian Romero, within the lines 
of the enemy. The sentinels were cut 
down, the whole army surprised, and 
for a moment powerless, wlule, for two 
houra long, from one o'clock in the 
morning until three, the Spaniards 
butchered their foes, hardly aroused 
from their sleep, ignorant by how 
small a force they had been thus sud- 
denly surprised, and unable in the con- 
fusion to distinguish between friend 
and foe.'' The boldest, led by Julian 
in person, made at once for the Prince's 
tent. His guards and himself were in 
profound sleep, but a small spaniel, 
who always passed the night upon his 
bed, was a more faithful sentinel. The 
creature sprang forward, barking furi- 
ously at the sound of hostile footsteps, 
and scratching his master's face with 
his pawB.^ There was but just time 
for the Prince to moimt a horse which 
was ready saddled, and to effect his 
escape through the darkness, before 
his enemies sprang into the tent. His 
servants were cut down, his master of 
the horse and two of his secretaries, 
who gained their saddles a moment 
later, all lost their lives 'J^ and but for 
the little dog's watchfulness, William 
of Orange, upon whose shoulders the 
whole weight of his country's fortunes 
depended, would have been led within 
a week to an ignominious death. To 
his dying day, the Prince ever after- 
wards^ kept a spaniel of the same race 
in his bed-chamber. The midnight 
slaughter still continued, but the Span- 
iards in their fury, set fire to the tents. 
The glare of the conflagration shewed 
the Orannsts by how paltry a force 
they had T)een surprised. Before they 
could rally, however, Romero led off 

» Hoofd, vii. 264. 

« Ibid., vii. 268. In the statues of the 
Prince, a little dog is freqiiently sculptured 
at his feet. 
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blufeed. with the whole fabric of ba 
ciMintryV fortimee Bhattered by tbe 
coloaaal crime of his royal aify, be 
never lost bis confidence in bifmiBilf 
mr- hip unfaltering trust in Gk>d. Afl 
ihe citiflF wbicb. but a few waeki 
liefore. bad k< eagerly raiBed bis stsh 
dard. now fell off at once. He went 
to Holland, the only province wbick 
remained true, and whicb still locked 
up to bim aft itF saviour, but be went 
thitber expecting and prepared to -pet- 
irfL *• J^terr/iwZ/moipmyacpiifcknj,'*' 
was bic simple and sublime ezpreflsiaa 
in a privste letter to bis brotber. 

He bad advanced to tbe rescue of 
Louis, witb citr after city opening its 
anne to receive bim. He bad expected 

^ , , ; to be joined on tbe marcb by Coligny, 

Alva^ -aueuterpriiie nut destined, bow- \ «t tbe bead of a cbosen army, and be 
evfcj, xaj be buocettrful. Tbe soldiers ! was now obliged to leave bw brother 
iLi.u\ lefuLbcd w reiuuLn an hour longer | to bis &te. having the massacre of the 
iu tLc tLeld. or even to fumidb an es- ! Admiral and his oonfederates substi* 
coit foi- fyjunt Loulf, if, by chance, be tuted for their expected army of 



Uif aj ^'.itoufcif!"*-. everx' out- of wbi^m 
u>M a. MMojt'. £Lic<. ius- laai.. Six biui- 
<Aiu-. -J" u*t i:!jij-j€-p tniiops bad been 
^tu\ if. tu^r ©wi>K.. whiif manv otberF 
ifcint. L/uiuv*. 11. tueir bt^. or drowned 
jj ijui'. iiiXxK rivuitjt wiiicL flowed ou;- 
fc-ai. liiti' oiiiiii . Uniy sixTv Spaniards 
*\t6\ tut:*r J*\e^.- 

'i uir Outusiitsr did not alter tbe plans 
<ji tli>: i^rijLic*:. ior thuttt p'ianf bad al- 
iviJUiV Inpksi^ liuuLi-atfcd. Tb** whole 
lx*i*Ji'-»v^ \jit hif. eiiterprii^e bad been de- 
au<jv«xj ii. aL iiuftaut by tbe madsacre 
uf Sa.iii hajrtLoiuuiew. He retreated 
to yCujuue Mtd Ni veiled, au aasasain. 
iuauod HiiJit, & Gt^rmaii, by birth, but 
a Fi eiicL chevalier, following bim se- 
cj'etiy ill liiA caiup. pledged to take his 
life ior a large reward promised by 



could be bi'oiigbt out of the town.* 
The l-'i'jjjLce wan obliged to inform his 
biouLufr of Uie dei$pei-ate state of bis 
uti'm'tin, aud to aAvitm him to capitulate 
oii tlm )>ctft terijjji^ which he could 
juaJtue. With a heavy heart, he left the 
chivuixoud J^ouijii betiieged in the city 
wbicb Im UuA MO gallantly captured, 
aiid look iiid way acroM the Meuse 
iijwiutU tbe Hbine. A furious mutiny 
bioikc out aijioiig hill troo^M. His life 
Willi, wiib (iitticulty, saved from the 
bniLuJ liiildicry infuriated at bis ina- 
i^iiiLy to pay tbuiu, tixoept in the over- 
due rieuijiiiitsb of tliu Holland cities — 
by tlie exertioiiti of the otfioers who 
Htill leganliid hiiii with veneration and 
uiluctiiiU.'* (ViiHding the Hhine at Or- 
»»>, lie (litibiiudud hid anay and betook 
biiitmill:', uluiobt aluuu, to Holland.* 

Vet uvim iu thid hour of distress 
uud (hit'out, thu PriniH) seemeil more 
heroii: tii.iu luuny a mmiiueror in bis 
du^ ot tiiuui^ih. With all his hopes 

* lLuU\«>^lui, V. 100. SdoiuUoi*, vil 157. 
tt Ms I. UuvUl. vu. IMS, ^04. • lk>r, viL 

'* Iciu-t \>f Mwudvtucot U> Charl«a IX. 
l\>iiiiii Uo>. vU' rilUt iv. »I0. 
> L.ctioi v>i I'riiicu v'l v^xuu^ to John of 

^U'.. itL M>i s>Mi, Mid (bo wy^iNr «xi»liyiMd 



tanoe, and with evety city and every 
province f orssking bis cause as eagerly 
as they had so latelv embraced it " It 
has pleased God,**' be said, "to take 
away eveiy hope which we could have 
founded upon man ; the King has pub- 
lished that the massacre was by his 
orders, and has forbidden idl Mb sub- 

i'ects, upon pain of death, to assist me; 
le has, moreover, sent succour to Alva. 
Had it not been for this, we bad been 
masters of the Duke, and should have 
made him capitula|e at our pleasure."* 
Yet e^ien then he was not cast down. 
Nor was his x>olitical sagacity liable 
to impeachment by the extent to 
which he had been thus deceived by 
the French court. " So far from being 
reprehensible that I did not suspect 
such a crime," he said, "I should 
rather be ohai^geable with malignity 
bad I been capable of so simster a sos- 
picion. 'Tis not an ordinary thing to 
conceal such enormous deliberations 

« Hoofd. TiL 864. Meteren, It. 73. 

» Bor, vii 405J. Mvceren. ir. 75. 

• Hoofd. Tii. 2«. 

1 **Ayaut d^liber^ de £ure illecq ma &€- 
puhre."— Letter to his brother John of 
NMsau. Groen v. Prinst.. Aruhivus, etc., 
W. 4. 

<* Archives d» la Maison dTOnuige, etc., iiL 
901-^7. 
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under the plaiisible cover of a marriage 
feadvaL"! 

Meanwhile, Ck>unt Louis lay confined 
to his couch with a homing fever. His 
soldiers refused any longer to hold the 
dty, now that the altmd intentions 
of Charles IX. were known* and the 
forces of Orange withdrawn. Alva 
Qffered the most honourahle conditions, 
and it was therefore impossihle for the 
Count to niake longer resistance. The 
dty was so important, and time was at 
that moment so valuahle, that the Duke 
was willing to forego his vengeance 
i:^n the rehel whom he so cordially 
detested, and to he satisfied with de- 
priving him of the prize which he 
had seized with such audacity. "It 
would have afforded me sincere plea- 
sure," wrote the Duke, "over and ahove 
the henefit to Gk>d and your Majesty, 
to have had the Count of Nassau in 
my power. I would overleap every 
obstade to seize him, such is the pai^ 
ticular hatred which I bear the maa"' 
Under the drcumstances, however, he 
acknowledged that the result of the 
ooundl of war could only be to grant 
liberal terms. 

On the 19th September, accordingly, 
articles of capitulation were signed be- 
tween the distinguished De !& Noue 
with three others on the one part, and 
the Seigneur de Noircarmes and three 
others cm the side of Spain. The town 
was given over to Alva, but all the 
soldiers were to go out with their 
weapons and propwty. Those of the 
townspeople who had borne arms 
against his Majesty, and all who still 
held to the Reformed religion, were to 
retire with the soldiery. The troops 
were to pledge themselves not to serve 
in future against the Kings of France 
or Spain, but from this provision Louis, 
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1 Archives de la Maison d'Onmge, etc., iiL 
501-607. 

sibid. TieDelaNoue,75. 

» Letter of Ahra to Philippe 11. Corree- 
pondance de Philippe n., ii 1162. 

« Bor. Til. 408, 409. Hoofd. vii. 265. Me- 
ieien, iv. 76. Mendossa, vii. 158, 159. 160. 

• " So haten auch Don. Frederico, le grand 
Friear genaiit (which he certainlv was not, 
however) und der Herzog de Medina Celi 
mit Bonder ehrerbietuofir Qraf Ludwig in 
dem Albai^schen Lager sdbst peraOuUch 



with his English and Oerman soldiers, 
was ezpresfuy excepted, the Count in- 
dignanUy repudiating the idea of such a 
pledge, or of discontinuing his hosti- 
lities for an instant. It was also agreed 
that convoys should be furnished, and 
hostages exchanged, for the due obser- 
vance of the terms of the treaty. The 
preliminaries having been thus settled, 
the patriot forces a^mdoned the town.^ 

Count Louis, rising from his sick- 
bed, paid his respects in person to the 
victorious generaLs, at their request. 
He was received in Alva's camp with 
an extraordinary shew of -admiration 
and esteem. The Duke of Medina 
Cosli overwhelmed him with courtesies 
and " bcuolonuinos,'* while Don Fre- 
deric assured him, in the high-flown 
language of Spanish compUment, that 
there was nothing which he would not 
do to serve him, and that he would 
take a greater pleasure in executing 
his slightest wish than if he had been 
his next of kin." 

As the Count next day, still suffer- 
ing with fever, and attired in his long 
dressing-gown, was taking his depart- 
ure from the dty, he ordered his 'car- 
riage to stop at Ihe entrance to Don 
Frederic's quarters. That general, 
who had been standing incognito near 
the door, gazing with honest admira- 
tion at the hero of so many a hard- 
fought field, withdrew as he approach- 
ed, that he might not give the invalid 
the trouble of alighting.® Louis, how- 
ever, recognising him, addressed him 
with the Spanish salutation, '' Perdone 
vuestra Sekojia la petedtmbre" and 
paused at the gate.* Don Frederic, 
from politeness to his condition, did 
not present himself, but sent an aid- 
de-camp to express his compliments 
and good wishes. Having exchanged 



angesprochen und haben den Don Fed. viel 
beaolosmanoJs gemacht und under andem 
sich erbotten wo er Grf Ludwigen freund- 
sobafb und angenehmen willen werde ku 
erzeigen wissen, soil sein Quad : sich des zu 
ihm gewiszlich verseheu das er solchs so 
gem und willig thun woUe als ob er S. On. 
nechster verwandter were."— Schwarz to 
Landgrave Will, ot Hesse. Appendix to 
vol iv. Archives de la Maisou d'Orange, 17*. 

* Archives de la Maisou d'Orange, iii. 616^ 
518. 

» Hoofd, viL 265. 
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U.«fe ocmrtenes, LouIb left the city, ' 
eo£:v«%'ed, ae had been agreed upon, 
Inr a fruarrl of Spaniah troops. There 
va« a deep meaning in tiie respect 
vith which the Spanish generals had 
treausd the rebel chieftain. Although 
the massacre of Saint Bartholomew 
met with Alva's entire approbation, 
yet it was his cue to affect a holy 
horror at the event, and he avowed 
that he would " rather cut off both his 
hands than be guilty of such a deed " ^ 
— as if those hangman's hands had the 
right to protest against any murder, 
however wholesale. Count Louis sus- 
pected at once, and soon afterwards 
thoroughly understood, the real motives 
of the chivalrous treatment which he 
had received.' He well knew that 
these very men would have sent him 
to the scaffold, had he fallen into their 
power, and he therefore estimated their 
courtctffy at its proper value. 

It wa« distinctly stated, in the capi- 
tulation of the city, that all the sol- 
diers, as well as such of the inhabitants 
as had borne arms, should be allowed 
to leave the city, with all their pro- 
perty. The rest of the people, it was 
agreed, might remain without moles- 
tation to their persons or estates.' It 
has been the general opinion of his- 
torians that the articles of this con- 
vention were maintained by the con- 
querors in good faith.* Never was a 
more signal error. The capitulation 
was made late at night, on the 20th 
September, without the provision 
which Charles IX. had hox)ed for : the 
massacre, namely, of De la None and 
his companions. As for Genlis, and 
those who had been taken prisoners at 
his defeat, their doom had already 
been sealed. The city was evacuated 
on the 21st September. Alva entered 

1 Letter of Louis of Nassau to Charles IX. 
(Ist June 1673). Groen v. Prinst, Archives 
de la Maison, etc., iv. 86,* et seq. The letter 
is taken from the Archives of Siuancas. 

3 " Et que (A, cst4 la seullo cause de la 
courtoisie et fidelity dont le Due d'Albe a 
U8s£ envers le Conte k la prinse de la ville de 
Monts ; comme il a depuis diet i plusieurs 
que c'estoit pour monstrerqu'il ne vouldroit 
point avoir faict iwg si m^chant acte qu'avoit 
faict le Roy de France," etc., etc. — Ibid. 

* Mondoza, vii. 157vo, 158vo. Bor, vii. 
408, 409. 



it upon the 24th. Most of the volim- 
teers departed with the garriaoa, hot 
many who had, most unfortimately, 
prolonged their feu-ewells to their hr 
milies, trusting to the word d the ' 
Spanish Captain Molinos, were thrown 
into prison.*^ Noircarmes, the butdier 
of Valenciennes, now inade hm ap- 
pearance in Mons. As grand bailiff 
of Hainault, he came to the place m 
one in authority, and his deeds were 
now to complete the infamy whidi 
must for ever surround his name. Li 
brutal violation of the terms upon 
which the town had surrendered, he 
now set about the work of massacrd 
and pillage. A Commission of Trou- 
bles, in close imitation of the famous 
Blood Council at Brussels, was esta- 
blished,' the members of the iadboml 
being i^ppointed by Noircarmes, and 
all being inhabitants of the towiL 
The coimcil commenced proceedings 
by condemning all the volunteers, al- 
though expressly included in the capi- 
tulation. Their wives and childroi 
were all banished ; their property all 
confiscated. On the 15th December, the 
executions commenced. The intrepid 
De Leste, silk manufacturer, who had 
commanded a band of volimteers, and 
sustained during the nege the assaults 
of Alva's troops with remarkable cour- 
age at a very critical moment, was one of 
the earliest victims.^ In consideration 
"that he was a gentleman, and not 
among the most malicious,"^ he was 
executed by sword. '' In respect that 
he heard the mass, and made a sweet 
and catholic end," it was allowed that 
he should be '' buried in consecrated 
earth.'*' Many others followed in 
quick succession. Some were beheaded, 
some were hanged, some were burned 
alive. All who had borne arms or 



* Bor, Le Petit, Ouicciardini, et aL 

* Mons; sous les Rapports Historiques et 
Statisques, etc., par F. Paridaens (Mons, 
1819), 77, sqq. 

« Paridaens, 77-87. » Ibid. 

9 Sentence against Pierre de Leste apud 
Altmeyer — Une Succursale au Tribunal de 
Saug, 118. note 8. 

* Ibid. — " En consideration de sa belle fin, 
doulce et catbolique aveo grande reo^ois- 
satice et repentance, Monsq'. de Yaulx 
accorda la terre saincte et son coxps porti 
aux oordeliers." 
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worked at the fortificatioiis were, of 
course, put to death. Such as refused 
to confess and receive the Catholic 
sacraments perished by fire. A poor 
' wretehy accused of having ridiculed 
these mysteries, had his tongue torn 
out before being beheaded^ A cobbler, 
named Blaise Bouzet, was hanged for 
having eaten meat-soup upon Friday.* 
He was also accused of going to the 
•Protestant preachings for the sake of 
participati]](g in the alms distributed 
on these occasions,' a crime for which 
many other paupers were executed^ 
An old man of sixty-two was sent to 
the scafifold for having permitted his 
son to bear aims among the volun- 
teers." At last, when all pretexts were 
wantiiig to justify executions, the 
council assigned as motives for its de- 
crees an adhesion of heart on the part 
of the victims to the cause of the in- 
surgents, or to the doctrines of the 
Keformed Church.* Ten, twelve, 
twenty persons were often hanged, 
burned, or beheaded in a single day.^ 
Gibbets laden with mutilated bodies 
lined the public highways, while Noir- 
carmes, by frightful expressions of 
approbation, excited without ceasing 
the fury of his satellites.* This mon- 
st^ would perhaps be less worthy of 
execration had he been governed in 
these foul proceedings by fanatical 
bigotry or by political hatred; but his 
motives were of the most sordid de- 
scription. It was mainly to acquire 
gold for himself that he ordained all 
this carnage. With the same pen 
which signed the death-sentences of 
the ricbest victims, he drew orders to 
his own benefit on their confiscated 
property.* The lion's share of the 
plunder was appropriated by himself. 

1 Paridaens. Sentence du OmeMars 1573, 
et autres. 

« Altmeyer, 120, from the Archives Judi- 
ciaires de Hainaut. B€gistre contenant les 
amitences criminelles. ^ Ibid. 

* Sentences du 6me Mars 1573, et autres, 
apud Faridaens, 82. > Paridaens. 

* Ibid., Sentences du 6me Mars, et autres. 
7 Faridaens. 83. Sentences des 15me et 

81me Dec. 1572, 17me Jan. 1573. 6me Mars, 
lOme, lime, ISme Avril, 9me Juillet, 26me 
et 27me Aottt, 1673. 8 Ibid, 

* Ibid., 84. Lettres aux Commissaires des 
ler Juin et 24me Nov. 1573. 
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He desired the estate of Fran9ois de 
Glaiges, Seigneur d'Eslesmes. The 
gentleman had committed no offence 
of any kind, and, moreover, lived be- 
vond the French frontier. Neverthe- 
less, in contempt of international law, 
the neighbouring territory was in- 
vaded, and d'Eslesmes dragged before 
the blood tribunal of Mods. Noir- 
carmes had drawn up beforehand, in 
his own handwriting, both the terms 
of the accusation and of the sentence. 
The victim was innocent and a Ca- 
tholic, but he was rich. He confessed 
to have been twice at the preaching, 
from curiosity, and to have omitt^ 
taking the sactument at the previous 
Easter. For these offences he was be- 
headed, and his confiscated estate ad- 
judged at an almost nominal price to 
the secretary of Noircarmes, bidding 
for his master.^® " You can do me no 
greater pleasure," wrote Noircarmes 
to the council, " than to make quick 
work with all these rebels, and to pro- 
ceed with the confiscation of their 
estates, real and personal. Don't fail 
to put all those to the torture out of 
whom anything can be got."^ 

Notwithstanding the unexampled 
docility of the commissioners, they 
found it difficult to extract from their 
redoubted chief a reasonable share in 
the wages of blood. They did not 
scruple, therefore, to display their own 
infamy, and to' enumerate their own 
crimes, in order to justify their de- 
mand for higher salaries. " Consider," 
they said, in a petition to this end, 
" consider closely all that is odious in 
our office, and the great number of 
banishments and of executions which 
we have proncmaced among all our ovm 
relations and friends." ^* 

10 Ibid., 85. Oreffe de Mons. Sentence du 
24me Fev. 1673. Lettre de Noircarmes 8i 
Buzequies de 25me Nov. 1573, cited by Faii- 
daens. 

11 Altmeyer, 115, firom the Archives de 
Hainaut. 

w "Considerer de pr^ tout Todieux de 
nostre chargre ot le grand nombre de ban- 
nissemens et d'ex^utions que uous avons 
pronouncees au milieu de tous nos pareus et 
amis." — Lettres des Commissaires du 22me 
Juin 1575; apud Faridaens, 86; from the 
Greffe de Mons. 
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It may be added, moreover, as a 
slight palliation for the enormous 
crimes committed by these men, that, 
becoming at last weary of their busi- 
ness, they urged Noircarmes to desist 
from the work of proscription. Longe- 
haye, one of the commissioners, even 
waited upon him personally, with a 
plea for mercy in favour of " the poor 
p'ieople, even beggars, who, although 
having borne arms during the siege, 
might then be pardoned." Noircarmes, 
in a rage at the proposition, said that 
" if he did not know the commissioners 
to be honest men, he should believe 
that their palms had been oiled,*^ ^ and 
forbade any farther words on the sub- 
ject. When Longehaye still ventured 
to speak in favour of certain persons 
** who were very poor and simple, not 
charged with duplicity, and good Ca- 
tholics besides,*' he fared no better. 
" Away with you ! " cried Noircarmes 
in a greiit fury,' adding that he had 
already written to have execution done 
upon the whole of them. "Where- 
upon," said poor blood -councillor 
Longehaye, in his letter to his col- 
leagues, "I retired, I leave you to 
guess how." • 

Thus the work went on day after 
day, month after month. Till the 
27th August of the following year 
(1573) the executioner never rested; 
and when Requesens, successor to Alva, 
caused the prisons of Mons to be 
opened, there were found still seventy- 
five individuals condemned to the 
block, and awaitiMg their fate.^ 

It is the most dreadful commentary 
upon the times in which these transac- 
tions occurred, that they could sink so 
soon into oblivion. The culprits took 
care to hide the records of their guilt, 
while succeeding horrors, on a more 
extensive scale, at other places, effaced 
the memory of all these comparatively 
obscure murders and spoliations. The 
prosperity of Mons, one of the most 
flourishing and wealthy manufacturing 

1 •• V0U8 av6 veu — — la coUere de 

Monseigneur — disant que se ne nous coprnois- 
soitgens de bieh, auroit opinion qu'avions 
heu les mains engrainsees." — Letter of Longe- 
haye in Altmoyer, 125. sqq. ' 

* " Replicqiia, Arri&rel par grant forie," 
etc. — Ibid. 
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towns in the Netherlands, was annihi- 
lated, but there were so many cities in 
the same condition that its misery was 
hardly remarkable. Nevertheless, in 
our own days, i:he fall of a mouldering 
tower in the ruined Chateau de Naast 
at last revealed the archives of all 
these crimes.'^ How the documents 
came to be placed there remains a 
ijiystery, but they have at last been 
brought to light. 

The Spaniards had thus recovered 
Mons, by which event the temporary 
revolution throughout the whole South- 
em Netherlands was at an end. The 
keys of that city unlocked the gates of 
every other in Brabant and Flanders. 
The towns which had so lately em- 
braced the authority of Orange now 
hastened to disavow the Prince, and to 
return to their ancient, hypocritical, 
and cowardly allegiance.^ The new 
oaths of fidelity were in general ac- 
cepted by Alva, but the beautiful 
archiepiscopal city, of Mechlin was 
selected for an example and a sacri- 
fice. 

There were heavy arrears due to the 
Spanish troops. To indemnify them, 
and to make good his blasphemous 
prophecy of Divine chastisement for 
its past misdeeds, Alva now abandoned 
this town to the licence of his soldiery. 
By his command, Don Frederic ad- 
vanced to the gates, and demanded its 
surrender. He was answered by a few 
shots from the garrison. Those cow- 
ardly troops, however, having thus 
plunged the city still more deeply into 
the disgrace which, in Alva's eyes, they 
had incurred by receiving rebels within 
their walls after having but just bcsfore 
refused admittance to the Spanish 
forces, decamped during the night, 
and left the place defenceless.^ 

Early next morning there issued 
from the gates a solemn procession of 
priests, with banner and crozier, fol- 
lowed by a long and suppliant throng 
of citizens, who attempted by this 



» " Bur quoy me rethiray, je voua 
penser comment." — Ibid. 
4 Paridaens, 86, sqq. 
» Ibid., 279, note B. 
« Bor. vi. 416. 
» Ibid., vi. 409. Meteren, iv. 7«. 
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de^onsta^tion to avert the wrath of 
the victor. While the penitent 
psalms wer6 resounding, the soldiers 
were busily epgaged in heaping dried 
brandies and rubbish into the moat. 
Before the religious exercises were 
concluded, thousands had forced the 
gates or climbed the walls, and entered 
the city with a celerity which only 
the hope of rai»ne could inspire. The 
sack instantly comihenced. The pro- 
perty of friend and foe, of Papist and 
Calvinist, was indiscriminately rifled. 
Eyerything was dismantled and de- 
stroyed. ''Hardly a naU/' said a 
Spaniard, writing soon afterwards 
from Brussels, ''was left standing in 
the walls.'* The troops seemed to 
imagine themselves in a Turkish town, 
and wreaked the Divine vengeance 
which Alva had denounced upon the 
cily witii an energy which met with 
his fervent applause.^ 

Three days long the horrible scene 
continued, one day for the benefit of 
the Spaniards, two more for that of 
the Walloons and Germans. All the 
churches, monasteries, religious houses 
of every kind, were completely sacked. 
Every valuable article which uiey con- 
tained, the ornaments of altars, the 
reliquaries, chalices, embroidered cur- 
tains, and carpets of velvet or damask, 
the golden robes of the priests, the 
repositories of the host, the precious 
vessels of chrism and extreme unction, 
the ri<^ clothing and jewellery adorn- 
ing the efiSgies of the Holy Virgin, all 
were indiscriminately lined by the 
Spanish soldiers. The holy wafers 
were trampled underfoot, the sacra- 
mental wine was poured upon the 
ground, and, in brief, all the hoirors 
which had been commitlH by the 

1 Bor, vi 409. Hoofd, viL 266, 267. Ctor- 
raspcmdaxioe de Philippe II., U. 1185. " Bref 
il n'y ha heu 4glise, ny monastdre, soit 
dttommes ou de femmes, hospital ny lieu 
Musrd auqiiel Ton aje porti respect, que tout 
n'aye estd saccage jusques aux lianges et 
dealers d'epargne des povres." — ^Discoura 
du Pillage de Malines, 2rne Oct. 167^ p. 
400 ; apud Willema. Mengelingen van his- 
toriachvaderiandsten inhoud (Antwerpen, 
1827-1830). The author of this contemporary 
account was a citizen of Mechlin, and a 
Catholic. 

s Discours du Pillage de Malines, 2me 
Octobre 1672, 406, 4u7. *' Yoires ne ont est6 



InducriminaJtc Destruction. 



47 



iconoclasts in their wildest moments, 
and for a thousandth part of which 
enormities heretics had been burned 
in droves, were now repeated in Mech- 
lin by the especial soldiers of Christ, 
by Roman Catholics who had been 
sent to the Netherlands to avenge the 
insults offered to the Roman Catholic 
faith. The motive, too, which inspired 
the sacrilegious crew was not fanati- 
cism, but tJbe desire of plunder. The 
property of Romanists was taken as 
freely as that of Calvinists, of which 
sect there were, indeed, but few in 
the archiepiscopal city. Cardinal 
Qranvelle's house was rifled The 
pauper funds deposited in the con- 
vents were not respected. The beds 
were taken from beneath sick and 
dying womep, whether lady abbess or 
hospital patient, that the sacking 
might be torn to pieces in search of 
hidden treasure.' 

The iconoclasts of 1566 had destroy- 
ed millions of property for the sake 
of an idea, but they haA appropriated 
nothing. Moreover, they had scarcely 
injured a human being: confining 
their wrath to graven images. The 
Spaniards at Mechlin spared neither 
man nor woman. The murders and 
outrages would be incredible, were 
they not attested by most respect- 
able Catholic witneflses. Men were 
butchered in their houses, in the 
streets, at the altars. Women were 
violated by himdreds in churches and 
in grave-yards.' Moreover, the deed 
had been as deliberately arranged as 
it was thoroughly performed. It was 
sanctioned by the highest authority. 
Don Frederic, son of Alva, and General 
Noircarmes were both present at the 
scene, and applications were in vain 

respecters les repositoires et cyboires oU 
estoyent les sainctes hostyes et precieux 
corps de nestre seigneur et redempteur, ny 
les vaisseaux des saint chresme et extrdmea 
onctioDS, qui out e8t§ ravis par les soldats 

Espagnolfi tire dehors le ciboire, gectant 

en terreles sainctes hosties," etc., etc. 

•* Et y a la mater des noires-soeurs ha 

perdu 6« florins de son espaigne et par- 

dessus ha este tire k la dicte mater, gisant 
malade, son lict de dessoubz elle; comme 
aussi ha este faict avec infinite de femmes 
accouchees et d'aultres avort^es et de mar 
lades." — ^Discours, etc., 409. 

8 Ibid., etc., 415. 
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made to them that the haToc mi^it 
be stayed. ** They were Men whiapei^ 
ing to each other in the ear on their 
arrival," tays an eye-wrtneaa and a 
Catholic, " and it is w^ known that 
the a€^r had been reaobred npon the 
preceding day. The two eootintied 
together aa long as they remained in 
the city." ^ The work was, in tmth, 
fnlly aeeoorpliiihed. The tdtra-Ca- 
tholic, Jean Bichardot, member of 
the Grand Cotincil, and nephew ot the 
Bishop of Am», informed the State 
Cotmcil that the sack of Mechlin had 
been so horrible that the poor and nn- 
fortmiate mothers had not a sin^e 
morsel of bread to pat in the months 
of their children, who were dying be- 
fore their eyes — so insane and crod 
had been the avarice of the plunder- 
era, "He could say more/' he added, 
''if his hair did not stand on end, not 
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' only st reeoanting; but eren at rs* 
j membcring the soensL** 

Three days long tiie dty was 

abandoned to that trinity of furies 

\ which ever wait npon War's fooistqM 

' — ^Murder. Lost, and Bapine— ^mder 

' whoee promptsngs human beingB be* 

oome so modi more terrible than the 

; most ferocious beasta. In his letter 

' to his master, the Duke eoQgratolated 

j him upon these foul pf oceedings as 

upon a inous deed wdl aeoomplidied. 

He thought it neeessary, however, to 

ezeuse himsrif before the publie in a 

document, which justified the wmck. of 

Mechlin by its refusal to aooqit his 

garrison a few months bef me, Mid by 

the shots which had been diadiaigedrt 

his troops as they approadied tiie city.' 

For these offences, and by his express 

order, the deed was done. Upon his 

head must the guilt for ever rest^ 
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WnrLK thus Brabant and Flanders 
were ncourgcd back to the chains 

" 1 I>l*<:/mr«7 etc., 411, 412. 

* T/fttcrof Jean Ricbardot, apud Gachard ; 
lUiwtort au Mitiistre de I'lnterieur sur les 
A rem VON de Lille, 284. 

• l^ir, vi. 4()9, 410. 

4 Ibid. Metoron, iv. 7fl. Hoofd, vii. 266, 
267.— C'omirtire Bontivoglio, vi. 114. Men- 
do9M, vlli. 161. The latter historian endea- 
ytmrn to (fxmiemto tho Duke, by imputing 
all the blnuio to the insubordination of his 
soldiors. Uufortunatoly the Commander's 



which they had so recently broken, 
the afifairs of the Prince of Orange 

letters shew that he had deliberately order- 
ed the sack, and was highly satisfied vritit 
the faithful manner in which it was aocom- 
plished: '*donde quedau ^os soldados) al 
presente ex^cutandoel castigo que ividente- 
mente parece que JHosha n<JU> tervido darU*.** 
With the blasphemy customary upon such 
occasions, the Almighty was, of course, re- 
presented as the chief perpetrator and insti- 
gator of these diabolical crimes.— Vide Cor- 
respondauce de Philippe II., ii. 1165. 
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were not improving in Zealand. Never 
was a twelvemonth bo marked by con- 
tradictory f ortime, never were the pro- 
mises of a spring followed by such 
blight and disappointment in autumn 
than in the memorable year 1572. On 
the island of Walcheren, Middelburg 
and Amemuyde still held for the King 
— Campveer and Flushing for the 
Prince of Orange. On the island of 
South Beveland, the city of (Joes or 
Teigoes was stiU stoutly defended by 
a small garrison of Spanish troops. Ajb 
long as the place held out, the ciln^ 
of Middelburg could be maintained. 
Should that important city fall, the 
Spaniards would lose all hoM upon 
Walcheren and the province of Zealand. 
Jerome de't Zeraerts, a brave, faith- 
ful, but singularly unlucky officer, 
commanded for the Prince in Walche- 
ren.^ He had attempted by various 
hastily planned expeditions to give 
employment to his turbulent soldiery, 
but fortune had refused to smile upon 
his efforts. He had laid siege to Mid- 
delburg and failed. He had attempted 
Tergoes and had been compelled in- 
gloriously to retreat. The citizens of 
Flushing, on his return, had shut the 
gates of the town in his face, and for 
several days refused to admit him or 
his troops.* To retrieve this disgrace, 
which had sprung rather from the in- 
subordination of his followers and the 
dislike which they bore his person 
than from any want of courage or con- 
duct on his part, he now assembled a 
force of seven thousand men, marched 
again to Tergoes, and upon the 26th 
of August laid siege to the place in 
form.* The garrison was very insuffi- 
cient, and although they conducted 
themselves with great bravely, it was 
soon evident that unless reinforced 
they must yield. With their over- 
throw it was obvious that the Span- 
iards would lose the important mari- 
time province of Zealand, and the 
Buke accordingly ordered D'Avila, 
who commanded in Antwerp, to throw 
succour into Tergoes without delay. 

1 Bor, vi. 3©2. 

« Ibid., vi. 394. » Ibid. 

* Mendoza, viii. 166, et seq. — Compare 
Guicciardiui and Bentivoglio, vu. 109-114. 
YOL.II. 
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Attempts were made, by sea and by 
land, to this effect, but were all unsuc- 
cessfuL The Zealanders commanded 
the waters with their fleet, and were 
too much at home among those gulfs 
and shallows not to be more than a 
match for their enemies. Baffled in 
their attempt to relieve the town by 
water or by land, the Spaniards con- 
ceived an amphibious scheme. Their 
plan led to one of the most brilliant 
feats of arms which distinguishes the 
history of this war. 

The Scheld, flowing past the city of 
Antwerp and separating the provinces 
of Flanders and Brabant, opens \vide 
its two arms in nearlv opposite direc- 
tions, before it joins tne sea. Between 
these two arms lie the isles of Zealand, 
half floating upon, half submerged by 
the waves. The town of Tergoes Was 
the chief city of South Beveland, the 
most important part of this archipelago, 
but South Beveland had not always 
been an island. Fifty years before, a 
tempest, one of the most violent re- 
corded in the stormy annals of that 
exposed country, had overthrown all 
barriers,* the waters of the German 
Ocean, lashed by a succession of north 
winds, having been driven upon the 
low coast of Zealand more rapidly than 
they could be carried off through the 
narrow straits of Dover. The dykes 
of the island had burst, the ocean had 
swept over the land, hundreds of vil- 
lages had been overwhelmed, and a 
tract of country torn from the pro- 
vince and buried for ever beneath the 
sea. This " Drowned Land," * as it is 
called, now separated the island from 
the main. At low tide it was, how- 
ever, possible for experienced pilots to 
ford the estuary, which had usurped 
the place of the land. The average 
depth was between four and five feet 
at low water, while the tide rose and 
fell at least ten feet ; the bottom was 
muddy and treacherous, and it was 
moreover traversed by three living 
streams or channels, always much too 
deep to be fordable.® 



* " Verdronken Land."— Bor, vi. 894. 

• Bor, Hoofd, Mendoza* Bentivoglio, etc., 
etc. 
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Captain Flomaeit, a Flefming of 
great experience and bravery, warmly 
attsbcbed t» the King's canae, conceived 
the plan of sending reinforcements 
across this drowned district to the 
city of Tergoes. Accompanied by two 
pfomantH fji the country, well acquaint- 
ed Mriiii the track, he twice accomplidi- 
ed the dangerous and difficult passage, 
which, from dry land to dry Ismd, was 
nearly ten English miles in lengtii. 
Having thus satisfied himself as to the 
p^/sffibility of the enterprise, he laid 
his plan Ix^ore the Spanish colonel, 
Mondragf/n.^ 

That c'^urageous veteran eagerly em- 
braced the proposal, examined the 
ground, and after consultation with 
Kancho d'Avila, resolved in person to 
learl an expedition along the path sug- 
gested by Plomaert Three thousand 
picked men. a thousand from each 
nation,* — Spaniards, Walloons, and 
Germans, were speedily and secretly 
assembled at Bergen op Zoom, from 
the neighbourhood of which city, at a 
place called Aggier,* it was necessary 
that the expedition should set fortlL 
A quantity of sacks were provided, in 
which a supply of biscuit and of powder 
was placed, one to be carried by each 
solflier upon his head. Although it 
wan already late in the autimm, the 
weather was propitious; the troops 
not yet informed as to the secret 
enterprise for which they had been 
selecte^l, were already assembled at 
the edge of the water, and Mondragon, 
who, notwithstanding his age, had 
TeHfAved upon heading the hazardous 
exi>edition, now briefly, on the evening 
of the 20th October, explained to them 
the nature of the service. His state- 
ment of the dangers which they were 
al>out to encfjunter rather inflamed 
than diminished their ardour. Their 
enthusiasm became unbounded, as he 
dcHcribcil the importance of the city 
which they were about to save, and 
alluded to the glory which would be 
won by those who thus courageously 
came forward to its rescue. The time 
of about half ebb-tide having arrived. 
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the veteran, preceded only by the 
guides and Plomaert, plunged gaily 
into the waves, followed by hi3 army, 
almost in angle file. The water was 
never lower than the breast, often 
higher than the shoulder. Tlie dia- 
tance to the island, three and a half 
leagues at least, was to be accomplished 
within, at most, six hours, or the rising 
tide would overwhelm them for ever. 
And thus, across the quaking and un- 
certain slime, which often refused them 
a footing, that adventurous band, five 
hours long, pursued their midnight 
march, sometimes swimming for their 
lives, and always struggling with the 
waves which every instant threatened 
to engulph ihem. 

Before the tide had risen to more 
than half-flood, before ihe day had 
dawned, the army set foot on diy land 
again, at the villajge of Jrseken. Of the 
whole three thousand, only nine un- 
lucky individuals had been drowned; 
so much had courage and discipline 
availed in that dark and penlous 
passage through the very bottom of 
the sea.^ The Duke of Alva mig^t 
well pronoimce it one of the moefc 
brilliant and original achievements in 
the annals of war.^ The beacon fires 
were immediately lighted upon the 
shore, as agreed upon, to inform 
Sancho d'Avila, who was anxiously 
awaiting the result at Beigen op 
Zoom, of the safe arrival of the troops. 
A brief repose was then allowed. At 
the approach of daylight, they set forth 
from Irseken, which lay about four 
leagues from Tergoes. The news that 
a Spanish army had thus arisen from 
the depths of the sea, flew before them 
as they marched The besieging force 
commanded the water with their fleet» 
the land with their army; yet had 
these indomitable Spaniards foxmd a 
path which was neither land nor water, 
and had thus stolen upon them in the 
silence of night. A panic preceded . 
them as they fell upon a foe much 
superior in number to their own force. 
It was impossible for *t Zeraerts to 
induce his soldiers to offer resistance. 



1 Iloofd, vii. 270, 271. Bentivoglio, vi 3. 
a IJentivoglio. vi. 112. 
» Ijor, vi. 394. 



* Bentivoglio, Mendoza, Bor, Hoofd. uW 
sup. Meteren, iv. 76, 77. 
» Ck>rre8pondance de Philippe IL, ii. 1179. 
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The patriot army fled precipitately 
and ignoiniiiiously to their ships, hotly 
pursued by the Spaniards, who over- 
took and destroyed the whole of their 
rear-guard before they could embark. 
This done, the gallant little garrison 
which had so successfully held the 
city, was reinforced with the courage- 
ous vetffltms who had come to their 
relief. His audacious project thus 
brilliantly accomplished, the ''good 
old Mondragon,"^ as his soldiers called 
him, returned to the province of Bra- 
bants.* 

After the capture of Mons and the 
sack of Mechlin, the Duke of Alva had 
taken his way to Nimwegen, having 
deqiatohed his son, Don Frederic, to re- 
duce the northern and eastern country, 
which was only too ready to submit to 
the conqueror. Very little resistance 
was made by any of the cities which 
had ao ree^itly, and with such enthu- 
siasm, embraced the cause of Orange. 
Zutphen attempted a feeble opposition 
to ihe entrance of the King's troops, 
and received a dreadful chastisement in 
consequence. Alva sent orders to his 
son to leave not a single man alive in 
the city, and to bum every house to 
the ground.^ The Duke's command 
was almost literally obeyed. Don Fre- 
deric entered Zutphen, and without 
a moment's warning put the whole 
garrison to the sword. The citizens 
next fell a defenceless prey; some 
being stabbed in the streets, some 
hanged on the trees which decorated 
the city, some stripped stark naked, 
and turned out into the fields to freeze 
to death in the wintry night. As the 
work of death became too fatiguing 
for the butchers, five hundred innocent 
burghers were tied two and two, back 
to back, and drowned like dogs in the 
the river Yssel. A few stragglers who 
had contrived to elude pursuit at first, 
were afterwards taken from their hid- 



1 *'B1 bueno viejjo Mondragon." — Corres- 
pondanoe de Philippe II., ii. 1179. 

* Bentivoglio, Bor, Mendoza, Hoofd, Me- 
teren, ubi sup. 

» Correspondonce de Philippe II., ii. 1180. 

* Ibid. Bor, vi. 415. Hoofd, vii. 274. 
Meteren, iv. 78. — Compare Mendoza, vlii. 
172, and Bentivoglio, vi. 114. who glides 
rapidly over these scenes of horror with a 

lallhisown. 
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ing places, and hung upon the gallows 
by the feetf some of which victims 
suffered four days and nights of agony 
before death came to their rdiel It 
is superfluous to add that the outrages 
upon women were no less universal in 
Zutphen than they had been in every 
city captured or occujMed by the Span- 
ish troops. These horrors continued 
till scarcely chastity or life remained, 
throughout the miserable city.* 

This attack and massacre had been 
so suddenly executed, that assistance 
would hardly have been possible, even 
had there been disposition to render 
it. There was, however, no such dis- 
position. The whole country was al- 
ready cowering again, except the pro- 
vinces of Holland and Zealand. No 
one dared approach, even to learn what 
had occurred within the walls of the 
town, for days after its doom had been 
accomplished. " A wail of agony was 
heard above Zutphen last Sunday," 
wrote Count Nieuwenar, " a sound aa 
of a mighty massacre, but we know not 
what has taken place." ** 

Count Van den Bergh, another bro* 
ther-in-law of Orange, proved himself 
signally imworthy of the illustrious 
race to which he was allied. He had, 
in the earlier part of the year, received 
the homage of the cities of Gelderland 
and Overyssel, on behalf of the patriot 
Prince. He now basely abandoned the 
field where he had endeavoured to 
gather laurels while the sun of success 
had been shining. Having written 
from Kampen, whither he had retired, 
that he meant to hold the city to the 
last gasp, he immediately afterwards 
fled secretly and precipitately from the 
country.® In his flight he was plun- 
dered by his own people, while his 
wife, Mary of Nassau, then far ad- 
vanced in pregnancy, was left behind, 
disguised as a peasant gii*l, in an ob- 
scure village.' 

B " Aussi diet on qne dimanche pass6 on a 
ouy uijg grand jammergeschrey et tuerie de- 
dans Zutfen, mais on ne sgait ce que c'est." 
— Comte Nieuwenar to Louis of Nassau. 
Archives de la Maison d'Orange, etc. iv. 
28. 

« Bor, vi 415. Meteren, iv. 78. Hoofd, 
vii. 274. 

7 Correspondance de Philippe 11 , \i, \\^« 
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With the flight of Van den Bergh, 
all the cities which, under his guidance, 
had raised the standard of Orange, de- 
serted the cause at once. Friesland, 
too, where Robles obtained a victory 
over six thousand patriots, again sub- 
mitted to the yoke. But if the ancient 
heart of the &ee Frisians was beating 
thus feebly, there was still spirit left 
among their brethren on the other side 
of the Zuyder Zee. It was not while 
William of Orange was within her bor- 
ders, nor while her sister provinces had 
proved recreant to him, that Holland 
would follow their base example. No 
rebellion being left, except in the 
north-western extremities of the Ne- 
therlands, Don Frederic was ordered 
to proceed from Zutphen to Amster- 
dam, thence to undertake the conquest 
of Holland.. The little city of Naar- 
den, oniihe coast of the Zuyder Zee, 
lay in his path, and had not yet for- 
mally submitted. On the 22d of No- 
vember, a company of one hundred 
troopers was sent to the city gates to 
demand its surrender. The small 
garrison which had been left by the 
Prince was not disposed to resist, but 
the spirit of the burghers was stouter 
than their walls. They answered the 
summons by a declaration that they 
had thus far held the city for the 
King and the Prince of Orange, and, 
with God's help, would continue so to 
do. As the horsemen departed with 
this reply, a lunatic, called Adrian 
Krankhoeft, moimted the ramparts, 
and discharged a culverine among 
them.^ No man was injured, but the 
words of defiance, and the shot fired 
by a madman's hand, were destined to 
be fearfully answered. 

Meanwlule, the inhabitants of the 
place, which was at best far from 
strong, and ill provided with arms, am- 
munition, or soldiers, despatched im- 
portunate messages to Sonoy, and to 
other patriot generals nearest to them, 
soliciting reinforcements. Their mes- 
sengers came back almost emj^ty- 
handed. They brought a little powder 
and a great many promises, but not a 
single man-at-arms, not a ducat, not a 

> Bor. vi. 417. ».Ibid. 

•Ibid. Hoom,viL27e. 
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piece of*artillery. The most inflnen- 
tial commanders, moreover, advised an 
honousable capitulation, if it were still 
possible.^ 

Thus baffled, the buighers of the 
little city foimd their proud positioii 
quite untenable. They accottlingly, 
on the 1st of December, despatched 
the burgomaster and a senator to 
Amersfoort, to make terms, if pos- 
sible, with Don Frederic* . WTien 
these envoys reached the place, thev 
were refused admission to the general s 
presence. The army had already been 
ordered to move forward to Naaiden, 
and they were directed to accompany 
the advance guard, and to expect their 
reply at the gates of their own city. 
This command was sufficiently omi' 
nous. The impression which it made 
upon them was confirmed by the warn- 
ing Voices of their friends in Amers- 
foort, who entreated them not to re- 
turn to Naarden. The advice was not 
lost upon one of the two envoys. After 
they had advanced a little distance on 
their journey, the burgomaster, Lau- 
rentszoon, slid privately out of the 
sledge in which they were travelling, 
leaving his cloak behmd him. " Adieu ; 
I think I will not venture back to Naar- 
den at present,'' said he calmly, as he 
abandoned his companion to hiis fate."* 
The other, who could not so easily de- 
sert his children, his wife, and his fel- 
low-citizens in the hour of danger, went 
forward as calmly to share in their im- 
pending doom. 

The army reached Bussem, half a 
league distant from Naarden, in the 
evening. Here Don Frederic estab- 
lished his head-quarters, and proceeded 
to invest the city. Senator Gerrit was 
then directed to return to Naarden, 
and to bring out a more numerous de- 
putation on the following morning, 
duly empowered to surrender the 
place. The envoy accordingly re- 
tuisned next day, accompanied by 
Lambert Hortensius, rector of a Latin 
academy, together with four other 
citizens. Before this deputation had 
reached Bussem, they were met by 
Julian Romero, who informed them 



* "Adieu, ik komm niet weder biirnen 
Naarden voor dit pas."— Bor, vL 417. 
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that he was eommismoned to treat 
with them on the part of Don Fre- 
deric. He demanded the keys of the 
city, and gave the d^atation a solemn 
pledge that the lives and property of 
all the inhabitants should be sacredly 
respected. To attest this assurance* 
Bon Julian gave his hand three several 
times to Lambert Hortensius. A sol- 
dier's word thus plighted, the commis- 
sioners, without exchanging any writ- 
ten documents, surrendered the keys, 
and immediately aft^wards accom- 
panied Romero into the city, who was 
soon followed by five or six hundred 
mu^eteers.^ 

To give these guests a hospitable 
reception, all the housewives of the 
city at once set about preparations ' 
for a sumptuous feast, to which the 
Spaniards did ample justice, while the 
colonel and his officers were entertained 
by Senator Gterrit at his own house.* 
Ai9 soon as this conviviality had come 
to an end, Romero, accompanied by his 
host, walked into the square. The 
great bell had been meantime ringing, 
and the citizens had been summoned 
to assemble in ihe Gast Huis Church, 
then used as a town hall.' In the 
course of a few minutes five hundred 
had entered the building, and stood 
quietly awaiting whatever measures 
might be ofiered for their deliberation. 
Sudd^y a priest, who had been pacing 
to and fro before the church door, en- 
tered the building, and bade them all 
prepare for death; but the announce- 
ment, the preparation, and the death, 
were simiiltaneous.* The door was 
flung open, and a band of armed Span- 
iards rushed across the sacred threshold. 
They fired a single volley upon the de- 
f encless hei^, and then sprang in upon 
them with sword and dagger. A yell 
of despair arose as the miserable vic- 
tims saw how hopelessly they were en- 
gaged, and beheld the ferocious faces 
of their butchers. The carnage within 
that narrow space was compact and 
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rapid. Within a few minutes all were 
despatched, and among them Senator 
G^rrit, from whose table the Spanish 
commander had but just risen. The 
church was then set on fire, and the 
dead and dying were consumed to ashes 
together.' 

Inflamed but not satiated, the Span- 
iards then rushed into the streets, 
thirsty for fresh horrors. The houses 
were all rifled of their contents, and 
men were forced to carry the booty to 
the camp, who were then struck dead 
as their reward. The town was Uien 
fired in every direction, that the skulk- 
ing citizens might be forced from their 
hiding-places. As fast as they came 
forth they were put to death by their 
impatient foes. Some were pierced 
with rapiers, some were chopped to 
pieces with axes, some were surrounded 
in the blazing streets by troops of 
laughing soldiers, intoxicated, not with 
wine but with blood, who tossed them 
to and fro with their lances, and derived 
a wild amusement from their dying 
agonies. Those who attempted resist- 
ance were crimped alive like fishes, 
and left to gasp themselves to death in 
lingering torture.* The soldiers becom- 
ing more and more insane, as the foul 
woiIl went on, opened the veins of 
some of their victims, and drank their 
blood as if it were wine.'^ Some of the 
burghers were for a time spared, that 
they might witness the violation of 
their wives and daughters, and were 
then butchered in company with these 
still more unfortunate victims. ^ Mi- 
racles of brutality were accomplished. 
Neither church nor hearth was sacred. 
Men were slain, women outraged at the 
altars, in the streets, in their blazing 
homes. The life of Lambert Horten- 
sius was spared, out of regard to his 
learning and genius, but he hardly 
could thank his foes for the boon, for 
they struck his only son dead, and tore 
his heart out before his father's eyes.^ 
Hardly any man or woman survived. 



1 Bor, vi, 417. Hoofd, vu. 277. 
« Hoofd, vii. 278. » Bor, Hoofd. 

4 "Maar, 't aans^^en, bereyden en ster- 
ven was een ding."— Hoofd, vii. 278. 
s Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 
• Hoofd, vii. 279.—'* AI| viaachen gekor- 



-von en lankzaamelyk gewentelt in een taaye 
doodt." » Hoofd, ubi sup. 

8 Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

9 Bor, Ti. 419. Hoofd.— It was even said 
that they devoured it ; nor was this the onJy 
act of cannibalism of which they were 
accused, for it was said and beltev^ \>^ mvui 
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ffXi-^A, \/y Af/iultmi, A >xxly of «ome 
knn/lr^l }mri^U*',rn fiuklo Uieir enca\}e 
f^^r'fm thft NTiow into the open country. 
T>Mr7 wwe, howHVar, overtaken, Btrip- 
fi^i Hark nake^l, and hung npon the 
trtf»m by iUh Unst, to freeze, or to perish 
\fif a uuiTH lingering death. Most of 
ib^A wxm (\\ttt\, \mt twenty, who liap- 
\tim»!'\ Vf \}9 wealthy, succeeded, after 
tfffi'itjring mudi torture, in purchasing 
ti^'-ir lives ttf their inhuman persecu- 
iffTH, The princi];)al burgomaster, Hein- 
ridi I/ariiU'rt«7/>on, was less fortunate. 
Known U} >>e afHuont, ho was tortured 
}jy exfKising the soles of his feet to a 
fire until they were almost consumed. 
On ]in>mlMe that his life should be 
Hiiarcd, he then agreed to pay a heavy 
ransrnn ; but liardly had he furnished 
the stiimluted sum when, by express 
order of JJon Frederic himself, he was 
lianged in his own doorway, and his 
dissevered limbs afterwards nailed to 
the gates of the city.^ 

Nearly all the inhabitants of Naar- 
den, soldiers and citizens, were thus 
destroyed; and now Don Frederic 
issued peremptory orders that no one, 
on pain of death, should give lodging 
or food to any fugitive. He likewise 
forbade to the dead all that could now 
be forbidden them — a grave. Three 
weeks long did these unburied bodies 
pollute the streets, nor could the few 
wretched women who still cowered 
within such houses as- had escaped the 
flames ever move from their hu-king- 
places without treading upon the fes- 
tering remains of what had been their 
husbands, their fathers, or their bre- 
thren. Such was the express com- 
mand of him- whom the flatterers 
called the " most divine genius ever 

t lat the bodies of children were roasted and 
Ciitcn by the soldiers. These last traits of 
horror are, however, only mentioned by 
Hoofd as reports. The tearing out of the 
}ieart before the fistther's eyes is attested both 
by him and by Bor. 

1 Hoofd, vii. 280. 

« Bor, vi. 419. Hoofd, vii. 280. Meteren, 
iv. 78. 

« "Degollaron burgeses y soldados sin 
escaparse hombro nasoido." — Correspon- 
dauce de Philippe II., iL 1186. Every in- 
habitant of Na^xien was put to the sword, 
says the ultra-Catholic Renom de France, 
except the ecclesiastics and two or throe 
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known." Shortly afterwarda cme an 
order to dismantle the forfcificatioiis, 
which had certainly proved sufficMoUy 
feeble in the hour of need, a nd to 
raze what was left of the city from 
the surface of the earth. The work 
was faithfully accomplished, and for a 
long time Naarden ceased to exiat* 

Alva wrote, with his usual oomplar 
cency in such cases, to his eovereign, 
that " they had cut the throats of the 
burghers and all the garrison, and thj* 
they had not left a mother's son alive. ^ 
The statement was almoBt literaUy 
correct, nor was the cant with whidi 
these bloodhounds commented upon 
their crimes less odious than their 
guilt. " It was a permission of Cfod,* 
said the Duke, "that these people 
should have undertaken to defend a 
city, which was so weak that no other 
persons would have attempted such 
a thing." * Nor was the reflection of 
Mendoza less pious. "The sack of 
Naarden," said that really brave and 
accomplished cavalier, "was a chas- 
tisement which must be believed to 
have taken place by express permis- 
sion of a Divine Providence; a pun- 
ishment for having been the first of 
the Holland towns in which heresy 
built its nest, whence it has taken 
flight to all the neighbouring citiea" • 
It is not without reluctance, but 
still with a stem determination, that 
the historian should faithfully record 
these transactions. To extenuate 
would be base; to exaggerate impos- 
sible. It is good that the world should 
not forget how much wrong has b«en 
endured by a single haimless nation 
at the hands of despotism, and in the 
sacred name of God. There have 

persons of quality who were reserved. Then 
the citv was pillaged, after which a fire was 
lighted, "qui la consomma enti^rement." — 
Hist, des Causes des Bevoltes des Pays Baa, 
MS., ii. XX. 

* Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 1186. 

ft Meudoza, viii. 173.— The details of these 
acts of iniquity have only been preserved by 
the Dutch writers. Mendoza, and Cabrera 
(who always follows MendozaX dismiss the 
sacking of each successive city with a phrase 
aud a pious ejaculation. Alva briefly con- 
denses the principal honors in a few ener- 
getic lines. — Compare Wagenaer. Vad. Hist. 
vL 40»-408; Meteren, iv. 7b; BontivogUo, 
vi. 116. . 
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been tongues and pens enough to 
narrate the excesses of the people, 
bursting from tune to time out of 
slavery into madness. It is good, too, 
that ^ose crimes should be remem- 
bered, and freshly pondered; but it 
is equally wholesome to study the 
opposite picture. Tyranny, ever 
young and ever old, constantly re- 
producing herself with the same stony 
features, with the same imposing 
mask which she has worn through aU 
the ages, can never be too minutely 
examined, Moecially when she paints 
her own porRdt, and when the secret 
history of her guilt is furnished by 
tiie c-onfessions of her lovers. The 
perusal of her traits will not make us 
love popular liberty the less. 

The history of Alva's administration 
in the Netherlands is o^e of those pic- 
tures which strike us almost dumb 
with wonder. Why has the Almighty 
suffered such crimes to be perpetrated 
in His sacred name? Was it neces- 
sary that many generations should 
wade through this blood in order to 
acquire for their descendants the 
biasings of civil and religious free- 
dom ? Was it necessaiy that an Alva 
should ravage a peaceful nation with 
sword and flame — that desolation 
should be spread over a happy land, 
in order that the pure and heroic cha- 
racter of a William of Orange should 
stand forth more conspicuously, like 
an antique statue of spotless marble 
against a stormy sky ? 

After the army which the Prince 
^m1 so unsuccessfully led to the relief 
m Mons had been disbanded, he had 
himself repaii^ to Holland. He had 
come to Kampen shortly before its 
defection from his cause. Thence he 
had been escorted across the Zuyder 
Zee to Eukhuyzen.^ He came to 
that province, the only one which 
through good and ill report remained 
entirely faithful to him, not as a con- 
queror but as an imsuccessful, pro- 
scribed man. But there were warm 
hearts beating within those cold 
lagunes, and no conqueror returning 

1 Bor, vi 414. Hoofd, vii. 264. 
s Letter of 8t Aldegoiide in Archives de 
U Maison d'Orange^ iv. 22. 
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from a brilliant series of victories 
could have been received with more 
affectionate respect than William in 
that darkest hour of the country's 
history. He had but seventy horse- 
men at his back, all which remained 
of the twenty thousand troops which 
he had a second time levied in Ger- 
many, and he felt that it would be 
at that period hopeless for him to 
attempt Ae formation of a third army. 
fie had now come thither to share the 
fate of Holland, at least, if he could 
not accomplish her liberation. He 
went from city to city, advising with 
the magistracies and with the inhabi- 
tants, and arranging many matters 
pertaining both to peace and war.' 
At Harlem the States of the Provinces, 
according to his request, had been as- 
sembled. The assembly begged him 
to lay before them, if it were possible, 
any schemes and means which he 
might have devised for further resist- 
ance to the Duke of Alva. Thus soli- 
cited, the Prince, in a very secret ses- 
sion, unfolded his plans, and satisfied 
them as to the future prospects of the 
cause.* His speech has nowhere been 
preserved. His strict injunctions as 
to secrecy, doubtless, prevented or 
effected any record of the session. It 
is probable, however, that he entered 
more fully into the state of his nego- 
tiations with England, and into the 
possibility of a resumption by Coimt 
Louis of his private intercourse with 
the French court, than it was safe, 
publiclv, to divulge. 

While the Prince had been thus 
occupied in preparing the stout-heart- 
ed province for the last death-struggle 
with its foe, that mortal combat was 
already fast approaching ; for the 
aspect of the contest in the Nether- 
lands was not that of ordinary warfare. 
It was an encounter between two prin- 
ciples, in their nature so hostile to 
each other that the absolute destruc- 
tion of one was the only possible issue. 
As the fight went on, each individual 
combatant seemed inspired by direct 
personal malignity, and men f oimd a 

s Bor, vi. 414. Wagenaer, Yad. Hist., vi 
896,897. 
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pleasure in deeds of cruelty, from 
which generations not educated to 
alaughter recoil with horror. To mur- 
der defenceless prisoners; to drink, 
not metaphorically htit lUeraUy, the 
heart's blood of an enemy ; to exercise 
a devilish ingenuity in inventions of 
mutual torture, became not only a 
(duty but a rapture. The Liberty of 
the Netherlands had now been hunted 
to its lair. It had taken its last refuge 
among the sands and thickets where 
its savage infancy had been nurtured, 
and had now prepared itself to crush 
its tormentor in a last embrace, or to 
die in the struggle. 

After the conclusion of the sack and 
massacre of Naarden, Don Frederic 
had hastened to Amsterdam,^ where 
the Duke was then quartered, that he 
might receive the paternal benediction 
for his well-accomplished work. The 
royal approbation was soon afterwards 
added to the applause of his parent, 
and the Duke was warmly congratu- 
lated in a letter written by Philip as 
soon as the murderous deed was 
known, that Don Frederic had so 
plainly shewn himself to be his fa- 
ther's son.^ There was now more 
work for father and son. Amsterdam 
was the only point in Holland which 
held for Alva, and from that point it 
was determined to recover the whole 
province. The Prince of Orange was 
established in the southern district; 
Diedrich Sonoy, his lieutenant, was 
stationed in North Holland.' The 
important city of Harlem lay between 
the two, at a spot where the whole 
breadth of the territory,' from sea to 
sea, was less than an hoiur's walk. 
With the fall of that city the province 
would be cut in twain, the rebellious 
forces utterly dissevered, and all fur- 
ther resistance, it was thought, ren- 
dered impossible. 

The inhabitants of Harlem felt 
their danger. Bossu, Alva's stadholder 
for Holland, had formally announced 
the system hitherto pursued at Mech- 



1 Bor, vi. 420, 421. 

s Correspondance de Philippe II., iL 1197. 
» Bor. vi. 424. 
* Ibid., 417. 

R Ibid., vi. 420. Hoofd, vii. 280, 281. Me- 
teren, iv. 78. Bentivoglio, vi. 115. 
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lin, Zutphen, and Naarden as the de- 
liberate policy of the government. 
The King's representative had for- 
mally proclaimed the extermination of 
man, woman, and child in every city 
which opposed his authority,* but the 
promulgation and practice of such a 
system had an opposite effect to the 
one intended. The hearts of the Hol- 
landers were rather steeled to resist- 
ance than awed into submission by 
the fate of Naarden.^ A fortunate 
event, too, was accepted as a lucky 
omen JEor the coming contest. A little 
fleet of armed vessels, ^belonging to 
Holland, had been frozen up in the 
neighbourhood of Amsterdam. Don 
Fr^eric, on his arrival from Naarden, 
despatched a body of picked men over 
the ice to attack the imprisoned vessels. 
The crews had, however, fortified them- 
selves by digging a wide trench ardund 
the whole fleet, which thus became 
from the moment an almost impreg- 
nable fortress. Out of this frozen 
citadel a strong band of well-armed 
and skilful musketeers sallied forth 
upon skates as the besieging force ad- 
vanced. A rapid, brilliant, and slip- 
pery skirmish succeeded, in which the 
Hollanders, so accustomed to such 
sports, easily vanquished their antago- 
nists, and drove them off the field, 
with the loss of several hundred left 
dead upon the ice.* " 'Twas a thing 
never heard of before to-day," said 
Alva, " to see a body of arquebusienj 
thus skirmishing upon a frozen sea." ^ 
In the course of the next four-and- 
twenty hours, a flood and a rapid t 
released the vessels, which all escap 
to Enkhuyzen, while a frost, immedi- 
ately and strangely succeeding, madQ 
pursuit impossible. 8 ^ 

The Spaniards were astonished at 
these novel manoeuvres upon the ice. 
It is amusing to read their elaborate 
descriptions of the wonderfid appen- 
dages which had enabled the Holland- 
ers to glide so glibely into battle with 
a superior force, and so rapidly to 

• Mendoza, vii. 173. " 

7 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 1186, 
— "Que me pavoco la man nueva coitaquQ 
hasta oy se ha oido, escaramuzar arcabuzeria 
Bobre la mer aLida." 

8 Hoofd, vii. 281, 
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glance away, after achieving a signal 
triumph. Kevertheless, the Spaniardi 
could never be dismayed, and were al- 
ways apt scholars, even if an enemy 
were the teacher. Alva immediately 
ordered seven thousand pairs of skates^ 
and his soldiers soon learned to per- 
form military evolutions with these 
new accoutrements as audaciously, if 
not as adroitly, as the HoUaodr 
ers.* 

A portion of the Harlem magistracy, 
notwithstanding the spirit which per- 
vaded the province, began to tremble 
as danger approached. ' They were 
base enough to enter into secret nego- 
tiations with Alva, and to send three 
of their own number to treat with the 
Ihike at Amsterdam. One was wise 
enough to remain with the enemy. 
The other two were arrested oh their 
return, and condemned, after an im- 
partial trial, to death.' For, while 
these emissaries of a cowardly magis- 
tracy were absent, the stout command- 
ant of the little garrison, Ripperda, 
had assembled the citizens and sol- 
diers in the market-place. He warned 
them of the absolute necessity to make 
a last effort for freedom. In startling 
colours he held up to them the fate of 
Mechlin, of Zutphen, of Naarden, as a 
prophetic mirror, in which they might 
read their own fate should they be base 
enough to surrender the city. There 
was no composition possible, he urged, 
with foes who were as false as they 
were sanguinary, and whose foul pas- 
sions were stimulated, not slaked, by 
the horrors with which they had al- 
ready feasted themselves.* 

Ripperda' addressed men who could 
sympathise with his bold and lofty 
sentiments. Soldiers and citizens 
cried out for defence instead of sur- 
render, as with one voice, for there 
were no abject spirits at Harlem save 
among the magistracy; and Saint 
Aldegonde, the faithful minister of 
Orange, was soon sent to Harlem by 



1 Bentivoglio, viL 122. Hendoza, viii 173, 
etaL 

s Bor, vi 420, 421. Hoofd, viL 282, He- 
teren, iv. 78. 

» IWd. IWd, vU. 283. Ibi4. 

^ Bor, Hoofd, Mendoza, ubi sup. 

* Arondo arenaria. 
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the Prince to make a thorough change 
in that body.^ 

Harlem, over whose ruins the Span- 
ish tyranny intended to make its en- 
trance into Holland, lay in the narrow- 
est part of that narrow isthmus which 
separates the Zuyder Zee from the 
Q«rman Ocean. The distance from 
sea to sea is hardly five English miles 
across. Westerly from the city ex- 
tended a slender strip of land, once a 
morass, then a fruitful meadow, main- 
tained by unflagging fortitude in the 
very jaws of a stormy ocean. Between 
the North Sea and the outer edge of 
this pasture surged those wild and 
fantastic downs, heaped up by wind 
and wave in mimicry of mountains; 
the long coils of that rope of sand, bv 
which, plaited into additional strengtn 
by the slenderest of bulrushes,^ the 
waves of the North Sea were made to 
obey the command of man. On the 
opposite, or eastern side, Harlem looked 
towards Amsterdam. That already 
flourishing city was distant but ten 
miles. The two cities were separated 
by an expanse of inland water, and 
xmited by a slender causeway. The 
Harlem Lake, formed less than a cen- 
tury before by the bursting of four 
lesser meres during a storm which had 
threatened to swallow the whole Pen- 
insiila, extended itself on the south 
and east ; a sea of limited dimensions, 
being only fifteen feet in depth with 
seventy square miles of surface, but, 
exposed as it lay to all the winds of 
heaven, often lashed into storms as 
dangerous as those of the Atlantic.^ 
Beyond the lake, towards the north, 
the waters of the Y nearly swept 
across the Peninsula. This inlet of 
the Zuyder Zee was only separated 
from the Harlem mere by a slender 
thread of land. Over this ran the 
causeway between the two sister cities, 
now so unfortunately in arms against 
each other. Midway between the two, 
the dyke was pierced and closed again 



• Bentivoglio, vii. 118. Mendoza, viii. 176. 
Bor, vi. 422. Meteren, iv. 78.— This lake, 
the scene of so many romantic events durinij 
the period with which we are occupied, has, 
within the last few years, been converted 
into dry land. The magnificent undertaking 
was completed in the year 1853. 
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with a system of sliiice-works, which 
when opened admitted the waters of 
the lake into those of the estuary, and 
caused an inundation of the surround- 
ing country.^ 

The city was one of the largest and 
most beautiful in the Netherlands. It 
was also one of the weakest.* The 
walls were of antique construction, 
turreted, but not strong. The extent 
and feebleness of the defences made a 
large garrison necessary, but, imfortu- 
nately, the garrison was even weaker 
than the walls. The city's main reli- 
ance was on the stout hearts of the 
inhabitants. The streets were, for 
that day, spacious and regular; the 
canals planted with limes and poplars. 
The ancient church of Saint Bavon, a 
large imposing structure of brick, stood 
almost in the centre of the place, the 
most prominent object, not only of the 
town but of the province, visible over 
leagues of sea and of land more level 
thaii the sea, and seeming to gather 
the whole quiet little city under its 
sacred and protective wings. Its tall 
open-work leaden spire was surmount- 
ed by a colossal crown, which an ex- 
alted imagination might have regarded 
as the emblematic guerdon of martyr- 
dom held aloft over the city, to reward 
its heroism and its agony. 

It was at once obvious that the 
watery expanse between Harlem and 
Amsterdam would be the principal 
theatre of the operations about to 
commence. The siege was soon begun. 
The fugitive burgomaster, De Fries, 
had the effrontery, with the advice of 
Alva, to address a letter to the citizens, 
ui^ging them to surrender at discretion. 
The messenger was hanged — a cruel 
but practical answer, which put an end 
to all further traitorous commimica- 
tions.^ This was in the first week of 
December. On the 10th, Don Frederic 

^ Bor, Meteren, Bentivoglio, Mendoza, ubi 
Bup. ^ Bor, vL 422. 

« Hoofd, vii. 284. 

* Pierre Sterlincx: Eene corte Waerach- 
tige Beschry vinghe van alle Geschiedinissen, 
AnBcblagcn, Stormen, Schermutsiugenoude 
fichioten voor do vroome Stadt Haerlem in 
Holland gheschicht, etc., etc.— Delft, 1674. 

This is by far the best contemporary 
account of the famous siege. The author 
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sent a strong detachment to capture 
the fort and Village of Sparendam, as 
an indispensable preliminary to the 
commencement of the siege. A pea- 
sant having shewn Zapata, the com- 
mander of the expedition, a secret 
passage across the flooded and frozen 
meadows, the Spaniards stormed the 
place gallantly, routed the whole gar- 
rison, killed three hundred, and took 
possession of the works and village. 
Next day, Don Frederic appeared be- 
fore the walls of Harlem, and proceed- 
ed regularly to invest the place. The 
misty weather favoured his operations, 
nor did he cease reinforcing himself, 
until at least thirty thousand men, 
including fifteen himdred cavalry, had 
been encamped around the city. The 
Germans, xmder Count Overstein, were 
stationed in a beautiful and extensive 
grove of limes and beeches, which 
spread between the southern walls and 
the shore of Harlem Lake. Don Fre- 
deric, with his Spaniards, took up a 
position on the opposite side, at a 
place called the House of Kleef, the 
ruins of which still remain. The 
Walloons and other regiments were 
distributed id different places, so ajs 
completely to encircle the town.* On 
the edge of the mere the Prince of 
Orange had already ordered a cluster 
of forts to be erected, by which the 
command of its frozen surface was at 
first secured for Harlem.^ In the 
course of the siege, however, other 
forts were erected by Don Frederic, 
so that the aspect of things suffered a 
change. 

Against this immense force, nearly 
equal in number to that of the whole 
population of the city, the garrison 
within the walls never amoimted to 
more than four thousand men.^ In 
the beginning it waa much less nume- 
rous. The same circumstances, how- 



was a citizen of Antwerp, who kept a daily 
journal of the events as they occurred i^ 
Harlem . It is a dry, curt register of horrors, 
jotted down without passion or comment.— 
Compare Bor, vi. 422, 423 ; Meteren, iv. 79; 
Mendoza, viii. 174, 176; Wagenaer, Vad. 
Hist., vi. 413, 414. 

* Bor, Hoofd, Mendoza. Wagenaer, vL 
415. 

•Hoofd, vii. 285. 
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ever, which assisted the initiatory 
operations of Don Frederic, were of 
advantage to the Harlemers. A dense 
frozen fog hiing continually over the 
surface of the lake. Covered by this 
curtain, large supplies of men> pro- 
visions, and ammunition were daily 
introduced into the city, notwithstand- 
ing all the efforts of the besieging 
force.^ Sledges skimming over the 
ice, men, women, and even children, 
moving on their skates as swiftly as 
the wind, all brought their contribu- 
tions in the course of the short dark 
days and long nights of December, in 
which the wintry siege was opened.* 
The garrison at last numbered about 
one thousand pioneers or delvers, three 
thousand fighting men, and about three 
hundred fighting women.' The Jast 
was a most efficient corps, all females 
of resx>ectable character, armed with 
sword, musket, and dagger. Their 
chief, Kenau Hasselaer, was a widow 
of distinguished family and unblemish- 
ed reputation, about forty-seven years 
of age, who, at the head of her ama- 
zons, participated in many of the most 
fiercely contested actions of the siege, 
both within and without the walls.* 
When such a spirit animated the maids 
and matrons of the city, it might be 
expected that the men would hardly 
surrender the place without a struggle. 
The Prince had assembled a. force of 
three or four thousand men at Leyden, 
which he' sent before the mid(Ue of 
December towards the city under the 
command of De la Marck.' "these 
troops were, however, attacked on 
the way by a strong detachment under 
Bossu, Noircarmes, and Romero. After 
a sharp action in a heavy snow-storm, 
De la Marck was completely routed. 
One thousand of his soldiers were cut 
to pieces, and a large number carried 
off as prisoners to the gibbets, which 
were already conspicuously erected in 
the Spanish camp, and which from the 

1 Hoofd. 

s Mendoza, ix. 190. Hoofd, vii. 285, 286. 
Heteren. iv. 79, 80. 

» Wagenaer, vi. 416. Bor. Hoofd, vii. 286. 

* Wagenaer. Hoofd. Meteren, iv. 79. 

» Bor, vL 424. 

« P. Sterlincx. Corte Beschr., etc. Bor. 
Hoofd, vii. 286. 



commencement to the close of the 
siege were never bare of victims.* 
Among the captives was a gallant 
officer. Baptist van Trier, for whom 
De la Marck in vain offered two 
thousand crowns and nineteen Spanish 
prisoners. The proposition was refused 
with contempt. Van Trier was hanged 
upon the gallows by one leg until he 
was dead, in return for which barbarity 
the nineteen Spaniards were imme- 
diately gibbeted by De la Marck.' 
With this interchange of cruelties the 
siege may be said to have opened. 

Don Frederic had stationed himself 
in a position opposite to the gate of 
the Cross, which was not very strong, 
but fortified by a ravelin. Intending 
to make a very short siege of it, he 
established his batteries immediately, 
and on the 18th, 19th, and 20th De- 
cember directed a furious cannonade 
against the Cross-gate, the St John's- 
gate, and the curtain between the 
two.8 Six hundred and eighty shots 
were discharged on the first, and nearly 
as many on each of the two succeeding 
days.* The walls were much shattered, 
but men, women, and children worked 
night and day within the city, repair- 
ing the breaches as fast as made. 
They brought bags of sand, blocks of 
stone, cart-loads of earth from every 
quarter, and they stripped the churches 
of all their statues, which they threw 
by heaps into the gaps.^* They sought 
thus a more practical advantage from 
those sculptured saints than they could 
have gained by only imploring their 
interposition. The fact, however, ex- 
cited horror among the besiegers. 
Men who were daily butchering their 
fellow-beings, and hanging their pri- 
soners in cold blood, affected to shudder 
at the enormity of the offence thus 
exercised against graven images.^^ 

After three days' cannonade, the 
assault was ordered, Don Frederic 
only intending a rapid massacre, to 

7 Hoofd, vii. 286. P. Sterlincx. 

8 Bor, vi. 423. Meteren, iv. 79. Hoofd, 
vii 287. Mendoza, ix. 178-180. 

» Meteren, iv. 79. Hoofd. 

10 Bor, Bentivoglio, P. Sterlincx. 

11 Vide Bentivoglio, viL 121. Mendosa, 
passim. 
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!.• ..jj Jjj>r exilic vuuienU) at ZutpLeu 
•u}.'} N . I .aJ •!< ;iJ . XJUc ply^^e, ke tliou^Lt, 
v,oij/«J fajj iii n Week, aud aJI't*-r aiiotlier 

Jj«: /jjigjit ovvccp oii to "pasture*} Jiew" 
iiutj fl'^JJLiUiJ wiLB overwLebijjed. Iii>- 
li.uro a/Jvu^ctid to tlie bieticL, foll/^wed 
by a liUJiioroutf tttoijjiiiig |>ai-ty, but 
ijii.-l witJi ai'cciibtajjx^ which a»t<>uijslusd 
tjic Sj^ajijmtLi. TIxe cUurcIi IjelU ruiig 
Uic aiixiui thuAigiiimt the city, uiid 
tlie whole popukU/ion swarmed to the 
wallti. The beiiiegerd were eucountered 
uot only with uwoid and nmukat, but 
with every iniplenieut which the 
burgherd' hands cuuld tiud. Heavy 
Btojied, boiling oil, live c(»ala, were 
hurled upon the heads of the soldit^rs; 
hoops, suieiu-ed with pitch and set on 
fire, were dexterously thmwu upjui 
their necks. Even Spanish courage 
and Spanish fori»city were ol»lig«l to 
shrink before the stuuly determina- 
tion of a whole |)opulati(iU animated 
by a single spirit Uouiero Umt au 
eye in the conflict, uuuiy orticers were 
killed anc^ wounded, and throe or four 
hiuulred s^ddieis left dead iu the 
breach, while only three vu* f«.»ur oi 
the tv'wusmeu lost their lives. The 
signal of recall was reluctantly giveu, 
and the S^>au lards abaudoued the 
aasiiult. l)ou t\e<.lerio was uow awai'e 
tkit Hiulem would uot fall at his feet 
at the tlrst sound of his trump<>t. It 
was obvious that a siege must precede 
the UKkisacre. Ue gave oixlei-s, thei'e- 
ftue, that the raveliu should be uiider- 
miuc<.l, a'u.1 doubted uot ttui>t, wit|}L a 
few days' delay, the place would be iu 
his h.-UidsJ 

MciUitimo, the Piiwce of Oi*auge, 
fivm his hcat-l-qiuirters at iSasseuhcim, 
oil tho souchoru e:(.tremity of the 
more, uiiule a fresh eilbrt to thi'ow 
succour into the place.^ Tw«^ diousaud 
men, witli sevcu lield- pieces, and 
many wu^ou-loavls oi munitions, were 
svni t'orw.ud •inder Bateuburg. This 
(.'Ihcci' hod replaced Ue ia >hu-ck, whom 
the Piince had at lasc deprived of his 

I Uui-, vi. 12a. HuviU, vii. -ibT, -JJiS. Mo- 

- Uu^'..i, -ij. -^0. l3or, vi. -Ul. 

3 iuj ^u: LLic prv^cguvUxigs aiid i apcrsiu tko 
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ooxxmuBBiozL* The redklwE aiui im- 
pnucipled freebooter wm no longer to 
sen-e a caiiae which ww more BuHied 
by hifl barbazitj than it ootdd be id- 
vaoced by his deepente valour. B»- 
teabujg^s ezpedrtioxi was. however, not 
more gucceaeful ihan ihe one xnade 
by hiM predeoeasor. The tnwpe. after 
reaching the vicinity of the city, lost 
their way ia the thick mists which 
almost perpetually enveloped the 
scene. Cannons were fired, fog-beUs 
were rung, and beacon fires were 
lighted on the ramparts, but the party 
w(w irretrievably lost. The Spamards 
fell ui)on them before they could find 
their way to the city. Many were put 
to the sword, others made their escape 
iu different directions; a very few 
succeeded in entering Harlem. Ba- 
tenburg brought off a remnant of the 
forces, but all the provisions so much 
needed were lost, and the little army 
eutii'ely destroyed.* 

De Koning, the second in command, 
was aiuoug the prisoners. The Span- 
iards out off bus head and threw it 
over the walls into the city, with this 
inscription : " This is the head of Cap- 
tain de Koning, who is on his way 
with I'einforoements for the good city 
of Harlem.** The citizens retorted 
with a practical jest, which was still 
more barbarous. They cut off the 
I heads of eleven prisoners and put them 
I into a barrel, which they threw into 
. the Spanish camp. A laJDel upon the 
, barrel contained these words : " De- 
liver these ten heads to Duke Alva in 
; payment of his teupenny tax, with, one 
I additional head for interest."'* With 
such ghastly merriment did besieged 
:uid besiegers vary the monotonous 
horror of that winter's siege. As the 
sallieii and skirmishet^ were of daily 
occuiTeuce, there was a coustant supply 
of prisouei-s, ui>on wh«)m ^joth partiis 
might exercise their ingenuity, so zbaik 
the gallows in camp or city wan p«r« 
^jctually garnished. 

Since the assault of the 21iit De- 
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eember, Don Frederie had beat mak- this work, hy which they hoped still 



ing his sabterranean attack by regular, 
approaches. As fast, however, as ipe 
Spaniards mined, the dtisens ooonter- 
mined. Spaniard and NetherUmder 
met daily in deadly combat within the 
boweJs of the earth. Desperate and 
frequent were the straggles within 
gangways so narrow that nothing but 
daggers could be used, so obscure that 
the dim lanterns hardly lighted the 
death-stroke. They seoned the conr 
flicts, not of men, but of evil i^irits. 
Kor were these hand-'to^hand battles 
alL A shower of heads, limbs, muti- 
lated tnmks, the mangled remains of 
hundreds of human beings, often 
spouted from the earth as ^ from an 
invisible volcano. The mines were 
SfHxmg with unexampled frequency 
and determination. Still the Spaniards 
toiled on with undiminished zeal, and 
still the besieged, undismayed, delved 
below their works, and cheeked their 
advance by sword, and q>ear, and 
horrible explosions.^ 

The Prince of Orange, meanwhile, 
encouraged the citizens to persevere, 
by frequent promises of assistance. 
Ifis letters, written on extremely small 
bits of paper, were sent into the town 
by carrier pigeons.' On the 28th of 
January he despatched 'a considerable 
supply of the two necessaries, powder 
and bread, on one hundred and seventy 
sledges across the Harlem Lake, to- 
gether with four hundred veteran sol- 
diers.' The citizens continued to con- 
test the approaches to the ravelin 
before the Cross-gate; but it had be- 
come obvious that they could not hold 
it long. Secretly, steadfastly, and 
swiftly they had, therefore, during the 
long wintry nights, been constructing 
a half moon of solid masonry on the 
inside of the same portal* Old men, 
feeble women, tender children, united 
with the able-bodied to accomplish 

1 P. SterliDcx. Bor, vi. 431. Mendoza, 
ix. 182. — " Assi mismo consumian laa minas 

mucba gente y soldados y en las mismas 

que se kibraran, se combatio algunas vesses, 
por la cstrecheza del lugar con espada y 
rodela, por no poderae aprovechar de otras 
armas." "Daer onstond dan een ysslyk 
8cbonw8i)el en ^laghree^n van hoofden, 
armen, l^en^:! een sleeteren van iugewant, 



to maintain themselves after the rave- 
lin had fallen.' 

On the Slst of January, after two 
or three days' cannonade against the 
gates of the Cross and of Saint John, 
and the intervening curt&ins, Don 
Frederic ordered a midnight assault.* 
The walls had been much shattered, 
part of the John's-gate was in ruins ; 
the Spaniards mounted the breach in 
great numbers; the city was almost 
taken by surprise; while the Com- 
mander-in-chief, sure of victory, order- 
ed the whole of his forces under arms 
to cut ofiF the population who were to 
stream panic-struck from every issue. 
The attack was unexpected, but the 
forty or fifty sentinels defended the 
walls while they spunded the alarm. 
The tocsin bells tolled, and the citi- 
zens, whose sleep was not apt to be 
heavy during that perilous winter, soon 
manned the ramparts again. The day* 
light came upon them while the fierce 
struggle was still at its height The 
besieged, as before, defended them- 
selves with musket and rapier, with 
melted pitch, with firebrands, with 
clubs and stones. Meantime, after 
morning prayers in the Spanish camp, 
the trumpet for a generad assault was 
BOimded. A tremendous onset was 
made upon the gate of the Cross, and 
the ravelin was carried at last. The 
Spaniards poured into this fort, so 
long the object of their attack, expect- 
ing instantly to sweep into the city 
with sword and fire. As they mount- 
ed its wall they became for the first 
time aware of the new and stronger 
fortification which had been secretly 
constructed on the inner side/ The 
reason why the ravelin had been at 
last conceded was revealed. The half 
moon, whose existence they had not 
suspected, rose before them bristling 
witik cannon. A sharp fire was in- 

uit den aarde, naa de lucht."— Hoofd, viL 
291. 

2 Hoofd, viii. 803. Mendoza, ix. 188, 189. 
Meteren, iv. 80. » Bor, vi. 432. 

* Bor, vi. 431, 432. Mendoza, iv. 188. 
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stantly opened upon the besiegers, 
while at the same instant the ravelin, 
which the citizens had undermined, 
blew up with a severe explosion, carry- 
ing into the air all the soldiers who 
had just entered it so triumphantly. 
This was the turning point. The re- 
treat was sounded, and the Spaniards 
fled to their camp, leaving at least 
three hundred dead beneath the walls. 
Thus was a second assault, made by 
an overwhelming force and led by the 
most accomplished generals of Spain, 
signally and gloriously repelled by the 
plain burghers of Harlem.^ 

It became now almost evident that 
the city could be taken neither by 
regular approaches nor by sudden 
attack. It was therefore resolved that 
it should be reduced by famine. Still, 
as the winter wore on, the immense 
army without the walls were as great 
sufferers by that scourge as the popu- 
lation within. The soldiers fell in 
heaps before the diseases engendered 
by intense cold and insufficient food, 
for, as usual in such sieges, these 
deaths far outnumbered those inflicted 
by the enemy's hand. The sufferings 
inside the city necessarily increased 
day by day, the whole population 
being put on a strict allowance of 
food.^ Their supplies were daily 
diminishing, and with the approach 
of the spring and the thawing of the 
ice on the lake, there was danger that 
they would be entirely cut off. If the 
possession of the water were lost, they 
must yield or starve ; and they doubt- 
ed whether the Prince would be able 
to organise a fleet. The gaunt spectre 
of Famine already rose before them 
with a menace which could not be 
misunderstood- In their misery they 
longed for the assaults of the Span- 
iards, that they might look in the 
face of a less formidable foe. They 
paraded the ramparts daily, with 
drums beating, colom« flying, taunt- 
ing the besiegers to renewed attempts. 
To inflame the religious animosity of 
their antagonists, they attired them- 

1 Hoofd, vii. 293. Mendoza, ix. 3184, 186. 
Bor, vi. 432. Bentivoglio, vii. 124. 

a Bentivoglio, vii 125. Mendoza^ iz. 185. 
Bor, vL 436, 437. 



selves in the splendid, gold-embroider« 
ed vestments of the priests, which 
they took from the churches, and 
moved about in mock procession, bear- 
ing aloft images bedizened in ecclesi* 
astical finery, relics, and other sym- 
bols, sacred in Catholic eyes, which 
they afterwards hurled from the ram- 
parts, or broke, with derisive shouts^ 
into a thousand fragments.* 

It was, however, at that season ear- 
nestly debated by the enemy whether 
or not to raise the siege.* Don Fre- 
deric was clearly of opinion that enough 
had been done for the honour of the 
Spanish arms. He was wearied with 
seeing his men perish helplessly around 
him, and considered the prize too paltry 
for the lives it must cost. His father 
thought differently. Perhaps he re- 
called the siege of Metz, and tiie 
unceasing regret with which, as he 
believed, his imperial master had re- 
membered the advice received from 
him. At any rate, the Duke now sent 
back Don Bernardino de Mendoza^ 
whom Don Frederic had despatched to 
Nimwegen, soliciting his father's per- 
mission to raise the siege, with this 
reply: — "Tell Don Frederic," said 
Alva, "that if he be not decided to 
continue the siege till the town be 
taken, I shall no longer consider him 
my son, whatever my opinion may 
formerly have been. SkovM Tie fall in 
the siege, I will myself take the field to 
maintain it; and when we have both 
perished, the Duchess, my wife, shall 
come from Spain to do the same." * 

Such language was unequivocal, and 
hostilities were resumed as fiercely as 
before. The besieged welcomed them 
with rapture, and, as usual, made daily 
the most desperate sallies. In one 
outbreak the Harlemers, under cover 
of a thick fog, marched up to the 
enemy's chief battery, and attempted 
to spike the guns before his face. They 
were all slain at the cannon's mouth, 
whither patriotism, not vainglory, had 
led them, and lay dead around the 
battery, with their hammers and spikes 

» BontivogrUo, vii. 121. 

* Mendoza, ix. 185, 186. BentivogUo^ viL 
124. 126. 
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in their hands.^ The same spirit was 
daily manifested. As the spring ad- 
vanced the kine went daily out of the 
gates to their peaceful pasture, .not- 
withstanding all the turmoil within 
and around; nor was it possible for 
the Spaniards to capture a single one 
of these creatures, without paying at 
least a dozen soldiers as its price."' 
" These citizens," wrote Don IVederic, 
"do as much as the best soldiers in 
the world could do."' 

The frost broke up by the end of 
February. Count Bossu, who had 
been bmlding a fleet of small vessels 
in Amsterdam, soon afterwards .suc- 
ceeded in entering the lake with a few 
gun-boats, through a breach which he 
had made in the Overtoom, about half 
a league from that city.^ The posses- 
sion of the lake was already imperilled. 
The Prince, however, had not been 
idle, and he, too, was soon ready to 
send his flotilla to the mere.*^ At the 
same time, the city of Amsterdam was 
in almost as hazardous a position as 
Harlem. As the one on the lake, so 
did the oilier depend upon its dyke 
for its supplies. Should that great 
artificial road which led to Muyden 
and Utrecht be cut asunder, Amster- 
dam might be starved as soon as Har- 
lem. " Since I came into the world," 
wrote Alva, "I have never been in 
such anxiety. If they should succeed 
in cutting off the communication along 
the dykes, we should have to raise the 
siege of Harlem, to surrender, hands 
crossed, or to starve."® Orange was 
fully aware of the position of both 
places, but he was, as usual, sadly de- 
ficient in men and means. He wrote 
imploringly to his friends in England, 
in France, in Qermany. He urged 
his. brother Louis to bring a few sol- 
diers, if it were humanly possible. 
"The whole country longs for you," he 
wrote to Louis, "as if you were the 
archangel GabrieL** "^ 

The Prince, however, did all that it 
was possible for man, so hampered, to 
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do. fie was himself, while anxiously 
writing, and hoping, and waiting for 
supplies of troops from Qermany or 
France, doing his best with such volun- ' 
teers as he could raise. He was still 
established at Sassenheim, on the south 
of the city, while Sonoy with his slen- 
der forces was encamped on the north. 
He now sent that general with as large 
a party as he could muster to attack 
the Diemerdyk.^ His men entrenched 
themselves as strongly as they could 
between the Diemer and the Y, at 
the same time opening the sluices and 
breaking through the dyke. During 
the absence of their commander, who 
had gone to Edam for reinforcements, 
they were attacked by a large force 
from Amsterdam. A fierce amphi- 
bious contest took place, partly in 
boats, partly on the slippery causeway, 
partly in the water, resembling in cha- 
racter the frequent combats between 
the ancient Batavians and Romans 
during the wars of Civilis. The pa- 
triots were eventually overpowered. 

Sonoy, who was on his way to their 
rescue, was frustrated in his design by 
the unexpected faint-heartedness of 
the volunteers whom he had enlisted 
at Edam.^ Braving a thousand perils, 
he advanced, almost unattended, in 
his little vessel, but only to witness 
the overthrow and expulsion of his 
band.*® It was too late for him singly 
to attempt to rally the retreating 
troops. They had fought well, but 
had been forced to jrield before su- 
perior numbers, one individual of the 
little army having performed prodigies 
of valour. John Raring, of Horn, had 
planted himself entirely alone upon the / 
dyke, where it was so narrow between 
the Y on the one side and the Diemer 
Lake on the other, that two men could 
hardly stand abreast. Here, armed 
with sword and shield, he had actually 
opposed and held in check one thou- 
sand of the enemy, during a period 
long enough to enable his own men, if 
they had been willing, to rally, and ef- 
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lace and his ignominious doom. The 
rabble, irritated by such boldness, were 
not satisfied with wreaking their ven- 
geance on the principal victims, but 
after the execution had taken place, 
they hunted the wife and daughter 
into the water, where they both per- 
ished.' It is right to record these in- 
stances of cruelty, sometimes perpe- 
trated by the patriots as weU as by 
their oppressors— a cruelty rendered 
almost inevitable by the incredible 
barbarity of the foreign invader. It 
was a war of wolfish malignity. In 
the words of Mendoza, every man 
within and without Harlem " seemed 
inspired by a spirit of special and 
personal vengeance." ' The innocent 
blood poured out in Mechlin, Zutphen, 
Naarden, and upon a thousand scaf- 
folds, had been crying too long from 
the ground. The Hollanders must 
have been more or less than men not 
to be sometimes betrayed into acts 
which justice and reason must de- 
nounce. 

The singular mood which has been 
recorded of a high-spirited officer of 
the garrison. Captain Curey, illus- 
trated the horror with which such 
scenes of carnage were regarded by 
noble natures. Of a gentle disposition 
originally, but inflamed almost to in- 
sanity by a contemplation of SjMmish 
cruelty, he had taken up the profession 
of arms, to which he had a natural re- 
pugnance. Brave to recklessness, he 
led his men on every daring outbreak, 
on every perilous midnight adventure. 
Armed only with his rapier, without 
defensive armour, he was ever found 
where the battle raged most fiercely, 
and numerous were the victims wfio 
fell before his sword. On returning, 
however, from such excursions, he in- 
variably shut himself in his quarters, 
took to his bed, and lay for days, sick 
with remorse, and bitterly lamenting 
all that bloodshed in which he had so 
(leo]»ly i>articipated, and which a cruel 
I'ato seemed to render n ecessary. As 

« Ibul. Metoron, iv. 80. P. Sterlincx! 
I » 1\ Htcrliuox. Corto Beschr. 

• IWa. Iloofd, viU. 304, 305. Meteron, 
iv. M). Uraudt, 1. x. 641. 

T Mondoza, ix. 101. 
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the gentle mood subsided, his frenzy 
would return, and again he would rush 
to the field, to seek new havoc and 
fresh idctims for his rage.^ 

The combats before the walls were 
of almost daily occurrence. On the 
25th March, one thousand of the be- 
gi^ed made a brilliant sally, drove in 
all the outposts of the enemy, burned 
three hundred tents, and captured 
seven cannon, nine standards, and 
many waggon-loads of provisions, all 
whidi they succeeded in bringing with 
them into the city.' Having thus re- 
inforced themselves, in a manner not 
often practised by the citizens of a be- 
leaguered town, in the very face of 
thirty thousand veterans — ^having kill- 
ed ei^t hundred of the enemy, which 
was nearly one for every man engaged, 
while they lost but four of their own 
party' — ^the Harlemers, on their re- 
turn, erected a trophy of funereal but 
exulting aspect. A mound of earth 
was constructed upon the ramparts, in 
the form of a colossal grave, in full 
view of the enemy's camp, and upon 
it were planted the cannon and stand- 
ards so gallantly won in the skirmish, 
with the taunting inscription floating 
from the centre of the mound, " Har- 
lem is the grave-yard of the Span- 
iards.*'* 

Such were the characteristics of this 
famous siege during the winter and 
early spring. Alva might well write 
to his sovereign, that " it was a war 
such as never before was seen or heard 
of in any land on earth." ^ Yet the 
thike had known near sixty years of 
warfare. He informed Philip that 
" never was a place defended wUh mch 
tkUl and bravery as Harlem, either by 
rebels or by men fighting for their law- 
ful Prince."' Certainly his Bon had 
discovered his mistake in asserting 
that the city would yield in a week; 
while the father, after nearly six years' 
experience, had found this " people of 
butter " less malleable than even those 
"iron people" whom he boasted of 

1 Hoofd, viii 802. a Ibid. 
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having tamed. It v^ seen that neither 
the skies of Greece or Italy, nor the 
sublime scenery of Switzerland, were 
necessary to arouse the spirit of defi-* 
ance to foreign oppression — a spirit 
which beat as proudly among the 
wintry mists and the level meadows 
of Holland as it had ever done imder 
sunnier atmospheres and in more ro- 
mantic lands. 

Mendoza had accomplished his mis- 
sion to Spain, and had returned with 
supplies of money within six weeks 
from the date of his departure.^ 
Owing to his representations, and 
Alva's entreaties, Philip had, more- 
over, ordered Requesens, governor of 
Milan, to send forward to the Nether- 
lands three veteran Spanish regiments, 
which were now more required at Har/- 
lem than in Italy.^ While the land 
force had thus been strengthened, the 
fleet upon the lake had also been 
largely increased. The Prince of 
Orange had, on the other hand, pro- 
vided more than a hundred sail of. 
various descriptions,^ so that the whole 
surface of the mere was now alive 
with ships. Sea fights and skirmishes 
took place almost daily, and it was ob- 
vious that the life and death struggle 
was now to be fought upon the water. 
So long as the Hollanders could hold 
or dispute the possession of the lake, 
it was still possible to succour Harlem 
from time to time. Should the Spa- 
niards overcome the Prince's fleet, ike 
city must inevitably starve. 

At last, on the 28th of May, a de- 
cisive engagement of the fleets took 
place. The vessels grappled with each 
other, and there was a long, fierce, 
hand-to-hand combat. Under Bossu 
were one hundred vessels; imder 
Martin Brand, admiral of the patriot 
fleet, nearly one hundred and fifty, 
but of lesser dimensions. Batenbuig 
commanded the troops on board the 
Dutch vessels. After a protracted 
conflict, in which several thousands 
were killed, the victory was decided 

oydo aemijante en pais estraflo."— Corres- 
pondanoe de Philippe II., ii. 1230. 
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in favour of ilie Spaniarda Twenty- 
two of the Prince's vessels being cap- 
turedy and the rest totally routed, 
Bossu swept across the lake in tri- 
umph. The forts belonging to the 
patriots were immediately taken, and 
the Harlemers, with their friends, en- 
tirely excluded from the lake.^ 

This was the beginning of the end. 
Despair took possession of the city. 
The whole population had been long 
subsisting upon an allowance of a 
pound of bread to each man, and half- 
a-pound for each woman; but the 
bread was now exhausted, the famine 
had already begun,^ and with the loss 
of the lake starvation was close at 
their doors. They sent ui^ent en- 
treaties to the Prince to attempt 
something in their behalf. Three 
weeks more they assigned as the 
longest term during which they could 
possibly hold out.* He sent them 
word by carrier pigeons to endure yet 
a little time, for he was assembling 
a force, and would still succeed in 
furnishing them with supplies.*^ Mean- 
time, through the month of Jime the 
suflFerings of the inhabitants increased 
hourly. Ordinary food had long since 
vanished. The population now sub- 
sisted on linseed and rape-seed; as 
these supplies were exhausted they 
devoured cats, dogs, rats, and mice; 
and when at last these unclean animals 
had been all consumed, they boiled the 
hides of horses and oxen; they ate 
shoe-leather; they plucked the nettles 
and grass from the graveyards, and the 
weeds which grew between the stones 
of the pavement, that with such food 
they might still support life a little 
longer, till the promised succour should 
arrive. Men, women, and children fell 
dead by scores in the streets, perishing 
of pm-e starvation, and the survivors 
had hardly the heart or the strength 
to bury them out of their sight. They 
who yet lived seemed to flit like 
shadows to and fro, envying those 

1 Bor. vi. 436. 437. Hoofd, viu. 806. 807. 
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whose Bufferings had already been ter* 
minated by d»Eith.^ 

Thus wore away the month of June. 
On the 1st of July the burghers con- 
sented to a parley. Deputies were 
sent to confer with the besiegers, but 
the negotiations were abruptly termi- 
nated, for no terms of compromise were 
admitted by Don Frederic* On th« 
8d a tremendous cannonade was re- 
opened upon the citj. One thousand 
and eight balls were discharged — the 
most which had ever been thrown in 
one day since the commencement of 
the siege.^ The walls were severely 
shattered, but the assault was not 
ordered, because the besiegers were 
assured that it was physically im- 
possible for the inhabitants to hold 
out many days longer.^ A last letter, 
written in blood,^ was now despatched 
to the Prince of Orange, stating the 
forlorn condition to which th^ were 
reduced. At the same time, with the 
derision of despair, they flung into th« 
hostile camp the few loaves of bread 
which yet remained within the city- 
walls. A day or two later, a second 
and third parley were held, with no 
more satisfactory result than had at- 
tended the first. A black flag was 
now hoisted on the cathedral toyret, 
the signal of despair to friend and foe, 
but a pigeon soon afterwards flew into 
the town with a letter from the Prince, 
begging them to maintain themselves 
two days longer, because succour was 
approaching.^" 

The Prince had indeed been doing 
all which; tinder the circumstances^ 
was possible. He assembled the citi- 
zens of Delft in the market-place, and 
announced his intention of marching 
in person to the' relief of the city, in 
the face of the besieging army, if any 
troops could be obtained." Soldiers 
there were none; but there was the 
deepest sympathy for Harlem through- 
out its sister cities. Delft, Rotterdam, 
Gouda. A numerous mass of burghers, 
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many of them penons of station, all 
people of reepectability, volunteered 
to march to tiie rescae. The Prince 
highly diappffoyed^ of this miecellane- 
ooB army, whoee steadfastness he could 
not trust As a soldier, he knew that 
for such a momentous enterprise en- 
thusiasm could not supply the place 
of experienca NevexiheleBS, as no 
TQgular troops could be had, and as 
the emergency allowed no delay, he 
drew up a commission, appointing 
PauluB Buys to be governor during 
his absence, and provisional stadholder, 
should he &J1 in the expedition.' Four 
thousand armed volunteers, with six 
hundred mounted troopers, under 
Carlo de Koot> had been assembled, 
and the Prince now placed himself at 
their head.' There was, however, a 
universal cry of remonstrance from the 
magistracies and burghers of all the 
towns, and from the troops themselves, 
at this {ffoject^ They would not con- 
sent that a life so precious, so indis- 
pensable to the existence of Holland, 
should be needlessly hazarded. It was 
important to succour Harlem, but the 
Fiinoe was of more value than many 
dties. He at last reluctantly consented, 
therefore, to abandon the command of 
the expedition to Baron Batenburg,' 
the less willingly from the want of 
confidence which he could not help 
feeling in the character of the forces. 
On the 8th of July, at dusk, the expe- 
dition set forth from Sassenheim.' It 
numbered nearly five thousand men, 
who had with them four hundred 
waggon-loads of provisiox^ and seven 
field-pieces.^ Among the volunteers, 
Oldenbameveld, afteorwards so illustri- 
ous in the history of the Republic, 
marched in the ranks, with his musket 
on his shoulder.^ Such was a sample 
of the spirit which pervaded the popu- 
lation of the province. 
Batenbuig came to a halt in the 

1 See his letter of 18th July 1573, in Bor. 
vi.440. 

s This commission is published in Eluit. 
BoL Staatsreg., iii. 425-427 Bijalgen. 

• Hoofd, viii. Al. 

« Bor. vi. 486. Hoofd. 

• Bar, Hoofd, t^i sup. Heteren, iv. 80.- 

• Bor, Hoofd. T Bor, ubi. sap. 



woods of Nordwyk, on the south side 
of the city, where he remained till 
midnight.' All seemed still in the 
enemy's camp. After prayers, he gave 
orders to push forward, hoping to steal 
through the lines of his sleeping adver- 
saries and accomplish the relief by 
surprise.^ He was destined to be 
bitterly diBappointed. His plans and 
his numbers were thoroughly known 
to the Spaniards, two doves, bearing 
letters which contained the details of 
the intended expedition, having been 
shot and brought into Don Frederic's 
camp.^ 

The citizens, it appeared, had bro- 
ken through the curtain work on the 
side where Batenbuig was expected, in 
order that a sally might be made in 
co-operation with the relieving force, 
as soon as it should appear.^' Signal 
fires had been agreed upon, by which 
the besieged were to be made aware of 
the approach of their friends. The 
Spanish Commander accordingly or- 
dered a mass of green branches, pitch, 
and straw, to be lighted opposite to 
the gap in the city wall. Behind it he 
stationed five thousand picked troops.^^ 
Five thousand more, with a force of 
cavalry, were placed in the neighbour- 
hood of the downs, with orders to at- 
tack the patriot army on the left. Six 
raiments, under Romero, were or- 
dered to move eastward, and assail 
their right.^^ The dense mass of smoke 
concealed the beacon lights displayed 
by Batenbuig from the observation of 
the townspeople, and hid the five thou- 
sand Spaniards from the advancing 
Hollanders. As Batenbuig emeiged 
from the wood, he found himself at- 
tacked by a force superior to. his own, 
while a few minutes later he was 
entirely enveloped by overwhelming 
numbers. The whole Spanish army 
was, indeed, imder arms, and had been 
expecting him for two days.^* The 



» Hoofd (viii. 811), to wbose fiither Olden- 
bftmeveld related the anecdote. 
9 Bor, Hoofd, viii. 811. 
w Bor, Yi. 489. Hoofd, viii. 811. 
M Boofd, vUi. 811. MendoM, ix. 203. 
" Ibid. 

« Ibid. Wagenaor, vi. 428. 
1* Hoofd, viii. 312. Wafiponaer. 
w Hoofd, Wagenaer. Bor, vi. 439. 
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nothing which the Harlemers could 
not do or dare. He feared lest they 
shodd set fire to their city, and cpn« 
saaat their houses, themselves, and 
thor children, to ashes togeUier;^ 
and he was unwilling that the fruits 
of his Tictory, purchased at such a vast 
expense, should be snatched from his 
hand as he was about to gather them. 
A letter was accordingly, by his order, 
sent to the magistracy and leading 
citizens, in the name of Count Over- 
stein, commander of the German forces 
in the besieging army.* This despatch 
•invited a surrender at discretion, but 
contained the solemn assurance that 
no punishment should be inflicted 
• except upon those who, in the judg- 
ment of the citizens themselves, had 
deserved it, and promised ample for- 
giveness if the town should submit 
without further delay.' At the mo- 
ment of sending this letter, Don Fre- 
deric was in possession of strict orders 
from his fatiier not to leave a man 
alive of the garrison, excepting only 
the Germans, and to execute besides 
a large number of the buighers.'* 
These commands he dared not disobey, 
even if he had felt any inclination to 
do so. In consequence of the semi- 
official letter of Overstein, however, 
the city formally surrendered at dis- 
cretion on the 12th July.' 

The ^reat bell was tolled, and orders 
were issued that all arms in the pos- 
session of the garrison or the inhabi- 
tants should be brought to the town- 
house.* The men were then ordered 
to assemble in the cloister of Zyl, the 
women in the cathedraL^ On the 
same day Don Frederic, accompanied 

1 Hoofd, viii. 313. 

« Bor, vi 440. Hoofd, 'viii. 813. Wago- 
naer, 429, 430. 

» Bor, vi. 440. Hoofd, viii. 313.— Even 
ICendoza admits that a message promising 
mercy, was sent into the city in order to in- 
duce tlie besieged to abandon their despe- 
rate rraolution.— " Se embio aviso del cam- 
po que todos los que quisiessen quedar en la 
villa i merced, se usaria con ellos de miseri- 
cordia." — ^ix. 204. The assurance in Count 
Orerstein's letter, according to the uniform 
testimony of Dutch historians, was to the 
effect stated in the text, " Dat er alsnoch 
vergiffenis ten' beste was. Zoo zy tot oover- 
gift verstaan wilden; tndt nientand gestraft 
zoude worden, oft by hadde 't naa huu 
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by Count Bossu and a numerous staff, 
rode into the city. The scene which 
met his view might have moved a 
heart of stone. Everywhere was evi- 
dence of the misery which had been 
BO bravely endured during that seven 
months* siege. The smouldoriug ruins 
of houses which had been set on fire 
by balls, the shattered fortifications, 
the felled tnmks of trees, upturned 
pavements, broken images, and other 
materials for repairing gaps made by the 
daily cannonade, strewn around in all 
directions, the skeletons of unclean ani- 
mals from which the flesh had been 
gnawed, the unburied bodies of men 
and women who had fallen dead in 
the public thoroughfares — more than 
all, the gaunt and emaciated forms 
of those who still survived, the ghosts 
of their former selves — all might 
have induced at least a doubt whe- 
ther the sufiering inflicted already 
were not a su^cient punishment, even 
for crimes so deep as heresy and 
schism. But this was far from being 
the sentiment of Don Frederic. He 
seemed to read defiance as well as 
despair in the sunken eyes which 
glared upon him as he entered the 
place, and he took no thought of the 
pledge which he had informally but 
sacredly given. 

All the officers of the garrison were 
at once arrested. Some of them had 
anticipated the sentence of their con- 
queror by a voluntary death. Captain 
Bordet, a French officer of distinction, 
like Brutus, compelled his servant to 
hold the sword upon which he fell, 
rather than yield himself alive to the 
vengeance of the Spaniards.^ Traits 



eighen oordeel, verdient." — Hoofd. viii. 
313. 
• * Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 1253. 

« Bor, vi. 440. Hoofd, viii. 313. Meteren, 
iv. 80. Mendoza says the 14th July.— i.^. 
205. 

« P. Sterlincx. Bor, vi. 441. Hoofd, viii. 
314, 815. 

y Ibid. Bor. Hoofd Mendoza, ix. 205. 

8 Bor, vi 440. Hoofd, Meteren, Mendoza. 
—According to Pien-e Sterlincx, the instru- 
ment of death selected was an arquebuss. 
Bordet's words to his servant being: "Et 
toy, mon ami, qui m'avez fiuct plusieurs ser- 
vices, fidtez moy asLhoure la demi^, me 
donnant un coup d'harquebouzo" **h«t 
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of generosity were not wanting. In- 
stead of Peter Hasselaer, a young 
officer who had displayed remarkable 
bravery throughout the siege, the 
Spaniards by mistake arrested his 
cousin Nichoks. The prisoner was 
Bufiering himself to be led away to 
the inevitable scaffold without remon- 
strance, when Peter Has^elaer pushed 
his way violently through the ranks 
of the captors. " If you want Ensign 
Hasselaer, I am the man. Let this 
innocent person depart," he cried,^ 
Before the sun set his head had fallen. 
All the officers were taken to the 
House of Eleef, where they were 
immediately executed,* Captain Rip- 
perda, who had so heroically rebuked 
the craven conduct of the magistracy, 
whose eloquence had inflamed the 
soldiers and citizens to resistance, and 
whose skill and courage had sustained 
the siege so long, was among the first 
to suffer.^ A natural s^n of Cardinal 
Granvelle, who could have easily 
saved his life by proclaiming a parent- 
age which he loathed,^ and Lancelot 
Brederode, an illegitimate scion of 
that ancient house, were also among 
these earliest victims. 

The next ^ay Alva came over to the 
jcamp. He rode about the place, ex- 
amining the condition of the fortifica- 
tions from the outside, but ret\imed 
to Amsterdam without having entered 
the city.* On the following morning 
the massacre commenced. The plun- 
der had been commuted for two hun- 
dred and forty thousand guilders, 
which the citizens bound themselves 
to pay in four instalments; ^ but mur- 

"welcke," continues Sterlincx, "den knegt 
naar lange weygheren volbragt heeft." — 
KorteBeschryv., etc., etc. 

» Hoofd, viii. 816. 

« Bor. vi. 441. 

» P. SterUncx. Hoofd, viii. 815. 

* Hoofd, viii. 316. Wagenaer, vi. 431. 
» Hoofd, viii. 815. 

« Bor, vi 441. Meteren, iv. 80. 

f "C!oDime le Due d'Albe me dist encores 
hieree convertira en justice car il n'est pas 
d^b^ d'en lau$er enehapver pat ung. — 
Letter of Mondoucet, 14th July 1078. Cor* 
respondanoe Charles IX., and Mondouoet, 
Com. Roy. de I'Hiat., iv. 840, sqq. 

• Hoofd, viii. 816. 

» P. Sterlincx.— Bor, vL 441. HooftJ, viii. 
9l&,m. Meteran, iv. 81. 



DtUch Repvhlic, [1573. 

der was an indispensable accompani- 
ment of victory, and admitted of no 
compromise. Moreover, Alva had 
already expressed the determination 
to effect a general massacre upon tiiis 
occasion.^ The garrison, during the 
siege, had been reduced from four 
thousand to eighteen hundred.* Of 
these the Germans, six hundred in 
number, were, by Alva's order, di»- 
missed, on a pledge to serve no more 
against the King. AH the rest of the 
garrison were immediately butchered, 
with at least as many citizens. Drum- 
mers went about the city daily, pro- 
claiming that all who harboured per- 
sons having, at any former period, 
been fugitives, were immediately to 
give them up, on pain of being in- 
stantly hanged themselves in their 
own doors. Upon, these refugees and 
upon the soldiery fell the brunt of the 
slaughter; although, from day to day, 
reas^ons were perpetually diiscoyered 
for putting to death every individual 
at all distinguished by service, statioxji, 
wealth, or liberal principles; for the 
carnage could not be accomplished aft 
once, but, with all the industry and 
heartiness employed, was necessarily 
protracted through several days. Five 
executioners, with their attendants, 
were kept constantly at work; and 
when at last they were exhausted with 
fatigue, or perhaps sickened with hor- 
ror, three hundred wretches were tied 
two and two, back to back, and drown- 
ed in the Harlem Lake.^ 

At last, after twenty-three hundred 
human creatures ^^ had been murdered 
in cold blood, within a city where so 



Compare Mendosa, ix. 205; Bentivoglio^ 
vii. 129: Correspondance de Philippe II, 
1257; Cabrera, Filipe Segiiudo, x. 764-750. 
— Even Beutivoglio is shocked at the bar- 
barities committed after tlie surrender of 
the city. "Pih di 2 mille i\m>no giustislatt 
e nell' operatione restarono 6 straoohi, 6 
satii, 6 iuhorriditi per maniera i oameflel 

stessi resto in dubbio, se fossero stati piti 

atroci, 6 dauua parte i falli commessi 6 dair 
altra i supplicij eseguiti." — ^Bentivoglio, vAA 
sup. 

I Cabrera, on the contrary, expressos great 

; disgust that any one should be movM to 
compassion for the fate of these heretics. 

I i<> This is the number given by Alva. 
(Correspondance de Philippe II., U. 1267 ) 

, The Dutch historians make the amount oc 
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many thooBMida had previoualj per- 
ished bj violent or by lingering deaths ; 
Ihe blasphemous taice of a pardon was 
enacted.^ f^ynseven of the most 
prominent burghers of the place were, 
howeyer, excepted from the act of 
amnesty, and taken into custody as 
security for the future good conduct 
of the other citizens. Of these host- 
ages some were soon executed, some 
died in prison, and all would have 
been eventual^ sacrificed, had not the 
naval defeat of Bossu sooh afterwards 
enabled the Prince of Orange to rescue 
the remaining prisoners'. Ten thou- 
sand two hundred and fifty -six shots 
had been discharged against the walls 
during the siege.' Twelve thousand 
of the besieging army had died of 
wounds or disease, during the seven 
months and two days, between the 
investment and the surrendei*^ In 
the earlier part of August,' after the 
executions had been satisfactorily ac- 
complished, Don Frederic made his 
triumphal entry, and the first chapter 
in the invasion of Holland was closed 
Such was the memorable siege of Har^ 
lem, an event in which we are called 
upon to wonder equally at human 
capacity to inflict and to endure 
misery. 

l^e S^niards celebrated a victory, 
while in Utrecht they made an effi^ 
of the Prince of Orange, which they 
carried about in procession, broke 
upon the wheel, and burned^ It was, 
however, obvious, that if the reduc- 
tion of Harlem were a triumph, it 
was one which the conquerors might 
well exchange for a defeat. At any 
rate, it was certain that the Spanish 
empire was not strong enough to sus- 
tain many more such victories. If it 

filangfater less than it il estimated by the 
Spanish writers who, as usual, exaggerate 
these achievements, ivhich Uicy think com- 
mendable. Onl^ Meteren, amonff the Ne- 
theriand authorities, puts the numDcr of the 
executed as his^ as two thousand, three 
hundred less than that stated by Alva, 
while Camero rai/jes it to three thousand. — 
Compare Bor, Hoofd, Meteren, Beutivoglio, 
etal. 
1 Bor, vi 442. 443. Meteren» iv. 80, 82. 

* Bor, vL 448. Meteren. 

* Meudoza, ix. 203. 

* Aocoxdiz^g to Hoofd, viiL 316, and Bor, 
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had required thirty thousand choice 
troops, among which were three regi- 
ments called by Alva respectivelv, the 
" Invincibles," the "Immortals, and 
the "None-such,"' to conquer the 
weakest city of Holland in seven 
months, and with the loss of twelve 
Aousand men; how many men, how 
long a time, and how many deaths 
would it require to reduce the rest of 
that little province ? For, as the sack 
of Kaarden had produced the contrary 
effect from the one intended, inflam- 
ing rather than subduing the spirit of 
Dutch resistance, so the long and 
glorious defence of Harlem, notwith- 
standing its tragical termination, had 
only served to strain to the highest 
pitch the hatred and patriotism of the 
other cities in the province. Even 
the treasures of the New World were 
inadequate to pay for the conquest of 
that little sand-bank. Within five 
vears, twenty-five millions of florins 
had been sent from Spain for war ex- 
penses in the Netherlands.^ Yet this 
amount, with the addition of large 
sums annually derived from confisca- 
tions,® of five millions, at which the 
proceeds of the hundredth penny was 
estimated, and the two millions yearly, 
for which the tenth and twentieth 
pence had been compoimded, was in- 
suflBcient to save the treasiuy from 
beggary and the unpaid troops from 
mutiny. 
Nevertheless, for the moment the 

{'oy created was intense. Philip was 
ying dangerously ill at the wood of 
Segovia,^® when the happy tidings of 
the reduction of Harlem, with its ac- 
companying butchery, arrived. The 
account of all this misery, minutely 
detailed to him by Alva, acted like 

vi. 444. The Spanish writers estimate the 
number at four or five thousand.— Moudoza, 
ix. 206. Cabrera, x. 759. 
» Wagenaer, vi 433. 

• Ibid., vi. 433, 434. f Meteren, iv. 81. 

• Prom 1669-1572. — Vide Kluit, HoL 
Staatsreg.. iv. 512, 513, and Van Wyn op. 
Wagen., d. i. bL 287, and d. vi. 17. In June 
1569, Philip had to pay his army in the 
Netherlands, 8,689,581 florins of arrearage. 

» According to Meteren, iv. 86, eight mil- 
lions annually; but the statement is a great 
exaggeration. 

itMDorrespondance de Philippe II., ii, 1250. 
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magic. The blood of twenty-three 
hundred of his fellow-creatures — coldly 
murdered, by his orders, in a single 
city — proved for the sanguinary mo- 
narch the elixir of life : he drank and 
was refreshed. " The principal medi- 
cine which has cured his Majesty/* wrote 
Secretary Cayas from Madrid to Alva, 
** is the joy caused to him by the (/ood 
neves which you have communicated of 
the surrender of Harlem.*'^ In the 
height of his exultation, the King for- 
got how much dissatisfaction he had 
recently felt vn.th. the progress of events 
in the Netherlands; how much trea- 
sm-e had been annually expended with 
an insufficient result. " Knowing your 
necessity," continued Cayas, " his Ma- 
jesty instantly sent for Doctor Velasco, 
and ordered him to provide you with 
funds, if he had to descend into the 
earth to dig for it." * While such was 
the exultation of the Spaniards, the 
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Prince of Orange was neither dismayed 
nor despondent. As usual, he trusted 
to a higher power than man. " I had 
hoped to send you better news," he 
wrote, to Coimt Louis, " nevertheleBfl^ 
since it has otherwise pleased the good 
God, we must conform ourselves to His 
Divine wilL I take the same God to 
^-itness that I have done everything 
according to my means, whicSh was 
possible, to succour the city.** ' A few 
days later, writing in the same spirit^ 
he informed his brother that the Zea- 
landers had succeeded in capturing the 
castle of Rammekens, on the isle of 
Walcheren. " I hope," he said, " that 
this will reduce the pride of our ene> 
mies, who, after the surrender of 
Harlem, have thought that they were 
about to swallow us alive. I assure 
myself, however, that they will find a 
very diflferent piece of work from the 
one which they expect." * 
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Position of Alva — Hatred entertained for him by elevated per80Dage9--Quarrels between 
him and Medina CoeL — Dejmrture of the latter — Complaints to the King by each of the 
other — Attempts at conciliation addressed by government to the people of the Nether- 
lands — Grotesque character of the address — Mutinous demonstration of the Spanish 
troops— Secret overtui-es to Orange— Obedience, with difficulty, restored by Alva — Oom- 
mencemeut of the siege of Alkmaar — San^inary menaces of the Duke — ^Encouraging 
and enthusiastic language of the Prince — Preparations in Alkmaar for defence — The first 
assault steadily repiUsed— Refusal of the soldiers to storm a second time — Expedition 
of the Carjjenter-cnvoy — Orders of the Prince to flood the coimtry— The Caipenter's 
desj)atches in the enemy's hands — Eflfect produced upon the Spaniards — ^The si^e raised 
— ^Negotiations of Comit Louis with France — Uneasiness and secret cbrrespondenoo 
of the Duke — Convention with the English government — Objects pursued by Orange- 
Cruelty of Do la Marck — His dismissal from office and, subsequent death— Negotiations 
witli France — ^Altered tone of the French court with rcjgard to the St Bartholomew — lU 
effects of the crime upon the royal projects — Hypocrisy of the Spanish government— 
Letter of Louis to Charles IX. — Complaints of Charles IX.— Secret aspirations of that 
monarch and of Philip— Intrigues concemuig the Polihh election— Renewed negotiations 
between Schombeiig and Count Louis, with consent of Orange— Conditions prescribed by 
the Prince— Articles of secret alliance— Remarkable letter of Count Louis to Charles IX. 
— Responsible and isolated situation of Orange— The "Address" and the "^istle" — 
Religious sentiments of the Prince— Naval action on the Zuydor Zee— Captivity of Bossu 
and of Sjiint Aldegonde— Odious position of Alva— His unceasing cruelty — Execution of 
Uitenhoovo— Fraud practised by Alva upon his creditors — Arrival of Requesens, the 
new Govemor-General- Departure of Alva— Concluding remarks upon his administnir- 
tion. 



For the sake of continuity in the 
narrative, the siege of Harlem has been 
related until its conclusion. This great 
event constituted, moreover, the prin- 
cipal stuff in Netherland Idstory, up 

1 Correspoudanco do Philippe II., U. 1259. 
• Ibid. 



to the middle of the year 1573.. A 
few loose threads must be now taken 
up before we can proceed farther. 

Alva had for some time felt himself 
in a false and uncomfortable position. 

» Groen v. Prinst., Archives, etc., Iv. 17ft. 
« Archives do la Maison d'Orango, iv. 181. 
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While he continned to be the object 
of a i)opular hatred as intenBe as ever 
glowed, he had gradually lost his hold 
upon those who, at the outset of his 
career, had been loudest and lowest in 
their demonstrations of respect. ** Be- 
lieve me," wrote Secretary Albomoz to 
Secretary Cayas, ''this people abhor 
our nation worse than they abhor the 
DeviL As for the Diike of Alva, they 
foam at the mouth when th6y hear hu 
name." ^ Yiglius, although still main- 
t&ining smooth rela1;^ons with the 
Governor, had been, in reality, long 
since estranged from him. Even Aer- 
schot, for whom the Duke had long 
maintained an intimacy half .affection- 
ate, half contemptuous, now began to 
treat him with a contiunely which it 
was difficult for so proud a stomach to 
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But the main source of discomfort 
was doubtless the presence of Medina 
Cojli This was tiie perpetual thorn 
in his side, which no cunning could 
extract. A successor who would not 
and could not succeed him, yet who 
attended him as his shadow and his 
evil genius— a confidential colleague 
who betrayed his confidence, mocked 
his projects, derided his authority, and 
yet complained of ill treatment — a 
rival who was neither compeer nor 
subaltern, and who affected to be his 
elisor — a f imctionaiy of a purely ano- 
malous character, Weltering himself 
under his abnegation of an authority 
which he had not dared to assume, 
and criticisrog measures which he was 
not competent to grasp; — such was 
the Duke of Medina Coeli, in Alva's 
estimation. 

The bickering between the two 
Dukes became tmceasing and disgrace- 
ful Of course, each complained to 
the King, and each, according to his 
own account, was a martyr to the 
other's tyranny; but the meekness 
manifested by Alva, in all his relations 
with the* new comer, was wonderful, if 
we are to believe the accounts furnish- 
ed by himself and by his confidential 
secretary.' On the other hand, Medina 

1 "Escupen en oir gu nombre." — Corre- 
spond, de FhiHppe II., ii 120& 
« Ibid., ii. 1298, U77. 



CobU. wrote to the King, complaining 
of Alva in most unmitigated strains, 
and asserting that he was himself never 
allowed to see any despatches, nor to 
have the slightest information as to 
the policy of the government.* He 
reproached the Duke with shrinking 
from personal participation in military 
operations, and begged the royal for- 
giveness if he withdrew from a scene 
where he felt himself to bo super- 
fluous.' 

Accordingly, towards the end of 
November, he took his departure, 
without paying his respects. The 
Governor complained to the King of 
this unceremonious proceeding, and 
assured His Majesty that never were 
courtesy and gentleness so' ill requited 
as his had been by this ingrate and 
cankered Duke. " He told me," said 
Alva, " that if I did not stay in the 
field, he would not remain with me 
in peaceful cities, and he asked me if I 
intended to march into Holland with 
the troops which were to winter there. 
I answered, that I should} go wherever 
it was necessary, even should I be 
obliged to swim through all the canals 
of Holland." 8 After giving these de- 
tails, the Duke added, with great ap- 
pearance of candour and meekness, 
that he was certain Medina Coeli had 
only been influenced by extreme zeal 
for His Majesty's service, and that, 
finding so little for him to do in the 
Netherlands, he had become dissatis- 
fied with his position.^ 

Immediately after the fall of Har- 
lem, another attempt was made by 
Alva to win back the allegiance of 
the other cities by proclamations. It 
had become obvious to the Governor, 
that so determined a resistance on the 
part of the first place besieged augured 
many long campaigns before the whole 
province could be subdued. A circular 
was accordingly issued upon the 26th 
July from Utrecht, and published im- 
mediately afterwards in all the cities 
of the Netherlands. It was a paper of 
singular character, commingling an af- 
fectation of almost ludicrous clemency, 



8 Ibid., ii. 1174, 1177, 1178. 

* Ibid., ii. 1178. » Ibid. 

• Ibid., ii. 1193. » Ibid, 
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with ijoneat and hearty brutality. 
There was coniseq^uently something 
very grotesque nbaut the dooumeat. 
FkUip, in the outaide, wait made to 
eueioin towards hia uadutifiit BtibjeotB 
the characters of the brooding hen and 
the prtjflig^il'a father ; & rtmge of im- 
peracmatiun h^dlj to be allowed Mm, 
e¥en by the moat abject fl&ttery, " Y© 
are woC aware,'* tbiu ran the address, 
** tbut the Kittg haa^ oyer and over 
agaiu, nianifestM hia wilUngneaa ta 
receive his chiJdren, in howerer forlorn 
a condition the prodlgab might return. 
Hijs Majesty aaaures you oncfi more 
that your sina^ however blnck they 
mny Imve been^ shah be foi^ven and 
lor;gotteu tu the plenitude of royal 
kindnessi if you repent and return in 
Beaaon to hi a M411 jetty's enjbmcfi, Not- 
withgtandiug yoTir raanifold oriineSj 
his Majesty still eeeks^, like a hen Ball- 
iitg Jlct ciikkcnSi to ffafJier y^ju all mtder 
the parental iidiiff. The King hereby 
warns you ontte more^ therefore, to 
pliu^ yourselrefjL in hi^ rdyol hands, 
A0nd not to iqik f&r his taffe^ erueliy, 
,A«*^, and the approach of hlfi 

The affectionate character of the 
addi'esSj abvady fading towards the 
end of the preamble, aooo changes to 
bittemetss. The domestic maternal 
fowl dilatoji into the uanguiuary dragon 
as the addr^fi prooeedfl. "But if/' 
continuoa the monarch, '* ye dl^reg^ 
those offers of mercy, receiving them 
with dosed eara, as heretofore, then 
we warn you that there m no rigour, 
nor <jruelty, however great, whieh you 
are not to ti3cpL*ct by laying waste, 
starvation, and the Bword, iu Buch 
manner that nowhere shall TEinam a 
rclw of that whieh at pr^$mi eMiti, but 
his Majesty will strip bare and niierlif 
dtpopvl^k the land^ and cause it to be 
inhabited ogam by «fmn^f^v/ Btnoe 
otherwise Ma Majesty eould not be- 
litive that the laiii of Ood and of kh 
MajeMif had feeen accomplished." ' 

It is almost BUperflutius to a<id that 
tins circular remairted fruitlese. The 
taysX wrath, thus blasphemoualy iden- 

' Hm dccuBieut Is publiahi^ In Bor* vi, 

Jl*.r, Ti 444. « Ibid.. vlL 44«, U&, 
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tifying itaelf with Divine vengeanoe, 
inspired no terror, the royal bkndifih^ 
ments no affection. 

The next point of attack waa the 
city of Alkmaar, situate quite at the 
tertnination of the Peninsula^f among 
the lagunes and redeemed prairies of 
North Hollands The Prince of Orange 
had already provided it with a amsul 
garrison.' The city had beett sum* 
moned to mirrender by the middle of 
July, and had r^umed a bold refnsaL' 
Meantime, the Spaniards had retired 
from bcfcire the waLb, while the but- 
render and chastisement of Harlem 
occupied them during the next auo^ 
Deeding weeks. The mouth of Augujil^ 
moreover^ waa mainly oonaumad ' 
Alva in quelling a dangerouB and 
tracted mutiny, which broke 
among the Spriniah scldiprs at Har* 
lem/ between three and four thousand 
of them having been quartered upon 
tlie ill-fated population of that city.' 
Unceasing misery was endured by the 
inhabitants at the hands of the feroci- 
oua Si>amarda, fluahed with Tictory* 
mutinoiiB for long arre&ra of pay, aod 
greedy for the booty whieh had been 
denied. At times, however, the fujy 
of the soldiery was more violently di- 
reoted against their own commanders 
than against the enemy. A project 
was even formed by tho malcont«!nt 
troopB to deliver Harkm into the 
bauds of Orange. A party of them, 
disgiiiged as Baltic merchants, waited 
upon the Prince at Delft, and weire ee- 
ca^tly admitted tc* his bedside before 
he had ri&en. They declared to him 
that they were Spauiah soldierSj^ who 
had compassion on hie cause, were dis- 
satislSed wi^ their own government, 
and were ready, upon receipt of forty 
thousand guilderflj to delivi.^r the ci^ 
mto hia hands. The Prince took 
matter into consideration, and 
mised to accept the offer if he 
raiso the required sum. Thii, 
ever, he found hiuiself unable to 
within the stipulated time, and thua, 
for want of so paltry a aum, the 
waa of neoesaity declined.* 

* Ibid, Hw>rii, vIM. 817. » Dor,vi.^ 
< Meteren, iv. SI. Hodfd (viM. SlSJ allH^ 
tclla ib.9 stoity, but dr^ea Dot vouch fgr tt 
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Ijy the i&auborduiiit« troops in every 
proTinca in the Ketherliinda upon the 
lo33g-aiiirering ioliAbitaiits. "Notlilng/* 
wrcft^i AJva, " bj*d given him si* tuuoh 
I^Jd during Ms forty years of fiervke.**^ 
He arrowed his determiDi^lou to go to 
AmstcTdam in order to offer bimself m 
a bq^t^ge to the sc^ldietj^ if by ao do- 
ijlg be could quell thf) mutiny,* He 
wn^ "^ * " '"-'rdam accordingly, where 
hj \- s, ably i^euDnded by thosQ 

of tJ - - , -'^ Vitelli, iind by tie pay- 

tBient oi thirty orowna to «ach eoldier 
— fourteen on acooimt of arreartgeA, 
ftji' I - his ih^re in the HftTlem 

ot:>!i money — ^the rebelUoD 

I *i|J2J«?ist-Ut Atid ohodienoe reetored.* 
^ ^t& w&a now leisure for the 
benJ to devote his whole enetgiea 
against the little city ol Alktim&r. On 
that bank and ahoal, the extreme 
Y&Tg& oi habiUble earth, the spirit of 
HolMnd^s Freedom stood at hay> The 
gi^j towers of Egmi^nt Oaatle and of 
Egmoot Abbey rose between the city 
snd tihe sea. aiid there the tf oope sent 
by the Prince of Orange were quar^ 
1^1^ durmg the very brief period in 
tc'hic'h the citiiSenB wavered as t^j re* 
©eiving them. The die was soon castj 
bowever, and the Prince a garrison 
Emitted, The Spaniards advanced^ 
burned the village of Egmont to the 
grouTid m soon as the patriots had left 
it^ and on the 21«t of Augustj Don 
Fredmo, appearing before the widle^ 
proceeded formally to invest Alk- 
uiaiin* III a few daya this had been 
«tj thorou^lily aocomplkbedi that^ in 
AJva'd kiiguage, "it waa impije^ible 
for a sparrow to enter or go out of the 
eity/** The odds were Borne what 
msieqiial. Sixteen tbousand veteran 
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t CoKsc^paMdonce do Fktlippe 11^, ii. l^iGO, 

* Boord^ Ttii 3IB. CorrQApondaucss de 
Pidlippe IL, it 1164, 

* ^anuiDg^ vftn Foroest, Boo Kflrt Ver>* 
hae^ *an d« ttr^iighfl Behghstrlnfiia enda 
AftT^t 3 er Rfmn^aetdeu Tim de St^t Alok- 

Ti rlie mckat iEopartaiit and do- 

tul the si^^fif Alkmaar. The 

rtcr I JF ami ferocity, by a 

!tjii I ' .1 nifrbtly ou tho wallfl 

dun, ii\ und who wrote Im 
UHTTTitiTe riJi sogii aa tb« Sp*tiiflid« ISfld been 
fB]mlaed. 



troope oonstitutedthebeaieging foroe.* 
Within the city were a ganiBou of 
tiffht. hundred^ soltliers, together with 
tkitievH kMmdftd burgh erPp capable of 
^tearing anna.* The rest of the popu^ 
lation eotifljated of a very few refu^eea^ 
beaidefi the wemen and children. Two 
thousand otte hundred oble-bodied 
Jiitiii, d whom only about one-third 
w^w «oldi«nh to reaurt eixteeu thou- 
sand regularu J 

Nor was there any doubt as to tlie 
fate which waft rraerved for them, 
should they succumb. The Duke wm 
TPociierouB at the ingratitude wiUi 
wbioh his el^mm^ had hitherto been 
requited. He oomplained bitterly ol 
the ill success which had attended hit 
monitory circulars!; reprf cached him* 
self with incredible vehemence for hia 
prerous mildnaia ; and pn>tested that^ 
after having executed only twenty- 
three hundred persons at the surren- 
der of Harlem^ besides a few addi- 
tional burghers since, he had met ^vith 
no corrti^pondent demonstrations of 
affection. He promised himself, how- 
ever, an ample compensation ffir all 
thia ingratitude In the whotoaale ven- 
geance which he purposed to wreak 
upon Alkmaar. Already be gloated 
in anticipation over the havoc which 
would soon be let loose within thnee 
waUa. Such raviuga^ if inveuttxl by 
the pen of fiction, wimld seem a puerile 
caricature; proceeding, authentically, 
from hia own, they still appear almost 
too exaggerated for belief. '^ If I taka 
Alkmaar/' he wrote to Philip, " I am 
resolved not to leave a single creature 
alive J the knife shaE be put to every 
throat Bmoe the example of Harlem 
bafi proved of no use, J>efA^ap^ an ear- 
ample o/ crwe?/^ will bring the other 

Tha Author^ who wafl a mojittattutrO and a 
psasioum'y of tbe city, observea tbnt hia 
** Mtumberr.mB aaad altstfpy f<£jUt>w buii^hers 
werfl ciiDTcrtcd into experienced soldiem 
by tbt) Spaaiftfd, who aumincmofl thom 
every macaent qut of bed to the walln^*'-— 
p. 41. 

Com pare Hoofd, vill. aiT-^19 W^ffeuaOT, 
vL441. 

' Qxmapoadanco do FbHipps EL^ ii. iSM. 
* WngeMer, tL 411. Hoofd, tIU, 321, 
T WagoniisT, Tjii. 441, Ui. Hoofd* 
siUd. Bwfd,vMi,32L 
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ch:ea t.:. ttcir aensea." * He tick oc- 
cacI.ZL 4l«.-. Vj read a kctrire to the 
partj of .'^--•r^'rCiAtion in liadrid. wh:»e 
cc-^r.::!*- as h* bellisrred, Lia *jvcreizn 
waA ''^T^z^z, Xff Leed. Xothinr , he 
itA'.r.*A:r-**i. ov:;>i be more aeaaelea 
thar. *,h* i'irsi -.f pardon acd demency. 
TL;a ia*i r..5.*n yif£<:isntlT proved ty 
re">ir.*, ev*-*.^ It wm eaay for pe»>ple 
*t 4 '-li.itAT.c* V> tAik ari-yat gentlenea ; 
V,*, *h',^^ -.yzi thr; *pot knew better. 

f*.*; -i^.:«::iie alone conid wjicceed in 
i. :•',!. TH. *' l>* Toiir 3£aje«ty," he iaid, 
" ry^ 'iiyVo-A^ of the impreaaion, that 
wl*.ri kiri.'iri'.w anvthing can be done 
wi'h the*^ j*e«'/ple. Already have 
r.'wi'/>^jj reached jnich a point that 
ffi^ny of those V,Tn in the coxintry, 
wj.o \.\"h YAtJtieTii> advocated clemency, 
ar'i r.v^/ undeceived, and acknowleilge 
tl'."*:!.' r.'.Utike. Tliey are of opinion 
ij'/ff A^A a Vrhg ^/ul thfrtdd ht Uft in 
Aflryf/i/tYt bvJt that ertry imdindual 
*h/,'sJd //< jntf, tft tkt nc'/rdr* At the 
siAr.'.e time, he t/y/k occasion, even in 
the^ fer'/notjA lettem, which seem 
t\r\],y'vriv^ with hWA, Uf c^>mmend hiB 
OTtn natural >^eni lenity of diiipoflition. 
"V''^>'ir Majesrty may V^e certain," he 
M-'^i^l, ''that no man on earth desires 
tiiH (Ath of clemency m^/re than I do, 
ri'/twithit*^r»rling my particular hatred 
f'»r ],fiT'i''A^ and traitors."' It was 
t},';f efore with re^^ret that he saw him- 
w:if ooi;;^':'! tftfjika the oppr^te course, 
rj.fKl t// Jitifle all liis gentler sentiments. 
L'jV.n IfifAnnh Htmoj, Lieutenant- 
(iov*irf.or for Orange in the province 
of North Kollanrl, devolved the imme- 
rl.AV; rey.jK/nMibility of defending this 
jfjift of the f'^/uniry.* As tiie storm 
roll':'! A\f/v/\y up from the south, even 
U*at exj>erienced officer became uneasy 
at the une^|iial conflict impending. 
lie rj^^Mpatche^l a letter to his chief, 
giving a gl'x/my picture of his posi- 
tion.* All IfKAed instinctively to- 
warrls the Prince, as to a God in 
tlieir time of danger; all felt as if 

» " y.'Vry reiiiicit/* en no dexAr criatura 
c/m !a V) ia, niuo hazcrlos riasAar todos k cu- 
i:\ni.ft fjiii/^ ctn al cxcmplo de la cnieldad, 
v*;ni;iri l;w dnmttH villus."— Conrespondaucc 
lie l'}iili|j« II.. ii. 1264. 

2 Ihi/l.. ii. 1266. 

* " V. M. sea cierto que nadie en la tlerra 
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uprwa Lis genfns and foftitode depend- 
ed the whole welfare of the fatfaerbnd. 
It WAS hoped, too. that Bome resource 
Lad be*?n prorideid in a secret foreign 
aHiance. " If your princely grace," 
WTC te S]4ioy, " have made a cootraci 
for aaafstance with any powerful po- 
tentate, it is of the highest importance 
that it should be known to all the 
cities, in order to put an end to the 
emigration, and to console the people 
in their affliction."* 

The answer of the Prince was full 
' of lofty enthusiasEO. He reprimanded 
. with gentle but earnest eloquence the 
despondency and little fahh of his 
I lieutenant and other adherents. He 
' had not expected, he said, that thcg^ 
! would have so £4X>n forgotten their 
1 manly courage. They seemed to con- 
. sider'the whole fate" of the coontry 
attached to the city of Harlem. He 
, took God to witness that he had qiared 
' no pains, and would willingly have 
I spai^ no drop of his blood to save 
I that devoted city. ''But as, notwith- 
standing our efforts,*' he continued, 
[ " it has pleased God Almighty to dis- 
pose of Harlem according to His Divine 
will, shall we, therefore, deny and 
deride His holy Word? Has the 
strong arm of the Lord thereby grown 
weaker? Has His Church therefore 
come to nought ? You ask if I have 
entered into a firm treaty with any 
great king or potentate, to which I 
answer, that before I ever took up the 
cause of the oppressed Christians in 
these provinces, I had entered into a 
close alliance vith the King of kings; 
and I am firmly convinced that aU 
who put their trust in Him shall be 
saved by His almighty hand. The 
God of armies will raise up armies 
for us, to do battle with our enemies 
and His own.** In conclusion, he 
stated his preparations for attacking 
the enemy by sea as well as by land, 
and encouraged his lieutenant and the 
citizens of the northern quarter to 

desea mas el camino de la blandura que yo ; 
aunque es odio particular el que tenj^ro uoa 
lo8 hcreges y traidores," etc., etc.— ^Jorres- 
pondance de Philippe II., ii. 1266. 

* Hoofd. viii. 321. Bor, vi. 451, 462. 

» Bor (vi. 446. 447) publishes the letter. 

* fior, ubi sup. 
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ipaiTitAiTi a bold front before the ad- 
yancing foe.^ 

And now, with the dismantled and 
desolate Hturlem before their eyes, a 
prophetic phantom, perhaps, of their 
own imminent fate, did Uie handful 
of people shut up within Alkmaar pre- 
pare for the worst. Their maiA hope 
i&y in the friendly sea. The vast 
sluices called the Zyp, through which 
an inundation of the whole northern 
province could be very soon effected, 
were but a few miles distant. By 
opening these gates, and by piercing a 
few dykes, the ocean might be made 
to fight for them. To obtain this re- 
sult, however, the consent of the in- 
habitants was requisite, as the destruc- 
tion of all the standing crops would be 
inevitable. The city was so closely 
invested, that it was a matter of life 
and dea^ to venture f orfch, and it was 
difficult, therefore, to find an envoy 
for this hazardous mission. At last, 
a carpenter in the city, Peter Van der 
Mey by name, undertook the adven- 
ture,' and was entrusted with letters 
to Sonoy, to the Prince of Orange, 
and to the leading personages in seve- 
ral cities of the province. These 
papers were enclosed in a hollow walk- 
ing-staff, carefully made fast at the 
top.» 

Affairs soon approached a crisis 
within the beleaguered dty. Daily 
skirmishes, without dedsive result, 
had taken place outside the walls. At 
last, on the 18th of September, after 
a steady cannonade of nearly twelve 
hours, Don Frederic, at three in the 
afternoon, ordered an assault.^ Not- 
withstanding his seven months' ex- 
perience at Harlem, he still believed 
it certain that he should carry Alk- 
maar by stoim. The attack took place 
at once upon the Frisian gate and 
upon the red tower on the opposite 
side. Two choice regiments, recently 
arrived from Lombaidy, led the onset, 
rending the air with their shouts, and 



Assatitt upon Alkmaar. 77 

confident of an easy victory. They 
were sustained by what seemed an 
overwhelming force of disciplined 
troops. Yet never, even in the recent 
history of Harlem, had an attack been 
received by more dauntless breasts. 
Every living man was on the walls. 
The storming parties were assailed with 
cannon, with musketry, with pistols. 
Boiling water, pitch and oil, molten 
lead, and unslaked lime, were poured 
upon them every moment. Hundreds 
of tarred and biuning hoops were 
skilfully quoited around the necks of 
the soldiers, who struggled in vain to 
extricate themselves from these fiery 
rufis, while as fast as any of the in« 
vaders planted foot upon the breach, 
they were confronted face to face with 
sword and dagger by the burghers, 
who hurled them headlong into the 
moat below.' 

Thrice was the attack renewed with 
ever-increasing rage — thrice repulsed 
with unflinching fortitude. The 
storm continued four hours long. 
During all that period, not one of the 
defenders left his post, till he dropped 
from it dead or woimded.' The wo- 
men and children, unscared by the 
balls flying in every direction, or by 
the hand-to-hand conflicts on the ram- 
parts, passed steadily to and fro from 
the arsenals to the fortifications, con- 
stantly supplying their fathers, hus- 
bands, and brothers with powder and 
ball.^ Thus, every human being in the 
city that could walk had become a 
soldier. At last darkness fell upon 
the scene. The trumpet of recall was 
sounded, and the Spaniards, utterly 
discomfited, retired from the walls, 
leaving at least one thousand dead in 
the trenches,^ while only thirteen 
burghers and twenty-four of the gar- 
rison lost their lives.** Thus was Alk- 
maar preserved for a little longer — 
thus a large and well-appointed army 
signally defeated by a handful of men 
fighting for their firesides and altars. 



1 See this remarkable and eloqiient letter, 
dated Dort, August 9, 1678, in Bor, tI. 447, 
448. * Bor, vt 462. « Ibid. 

* Ibid., vi. 463. Hoofd, viiL 323. Meu- 
doza, X. 217-219. 

B Naiming van Foreest, p. 34. Bor, vi. 
453. Hoofd, ViiL 823. 



« Bor, Hoofd.— Compare Mendoza, x. 216- 
219. N. Tan Foreest. 

1 Namiing van Foreest, 93. Hoofd, viii. 
324. 

8 Bor, vi. 463. Hoofd, viii. 324. 

9 Hoofd. Nanuiugvan Foreest, 3& 
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jisr.i.mL .i ""pain ' I* -na ■i-TTizEi'L z.o 
iiiii.<r. -.uac "iiti 'iK^'l. Tii-.m *iii*j ir»jr- 
4tir..r,ttfL -jr-jiiiii luQcmue -^:- pr.T^sct bis 

iliit .iiKiiiUiiii *t L'jU. Frsfienc ▼«• of 
fcr.7 x;"i.I. .'••s'ytril *.iiii«rrs aZ-.-wcd 
".jiKr.'j^Ki-'-s* -^^ '■:•» nn "Ann^h the 
Miiiy hij I'Ji'sir ■^•v:: tStarr*. nsher ciura 
vlAu-.r.ii *rfi 'Jm v^IIri. .ind the aasault 
M\* njv.r'l'M'jlj piji9tp.ce<i «o an ia- 

Mr.-uiniiQi?, .M 0«iV«mor S-coy had 
<ifi^iir:ii zliauj 'it the dykeff. the land in 
thr: ni:i;fhbij'irh<j<^i of the camp wsa 
Ij^'^jrnini^ pLuhy. altho'i^zh u yet the 
thr>:»t«n«:rl inundatioa hkil not taken 
\»\iiiji:. The ^ildien were already yeiy 
ii(if:'>infurtable and very refractory. 
'J'liM i:%rijenu.-r-envoy haid not been 
iillw, luivin^, iiiM^n the 2t>th September, 
aniviMl at Sonuy'a quartern, bearing 
li:t.t«>rrt fmui the Prince of Orange. 
'J'li«ii4e c1eri]iatcheti gave distinct diiee- 
liiitiri t4> Son«)y to flood the country at 
mU riHkrt rathtjr than allow Alkmaar to 
lull into the enemy's hands. The 
ilykt^ uiid Hluices were to be protected 
liy a ritroii^ g^uinl, lest the peasants, in 
I in lor ti> wive their un>p8, should repair 
or chmti tlu>m in tlio night-time. The 
lotUti-H iif Dnuige were copied, and, to- 
.< • ol I lor w it h t'li'Hh coninumications from 
SiMU'V, iloIivortHl to the caq>euter. A 
lit it o i>ii tlio UKU^in of the Prince's lei* 
toi- iliitvttil the citizens to kindle four 
U^u^>u liivrt in »{iei.'itied places as soon 
.1^ It mIiouKI pi\>vo neceAsor}' to resort 
( t • o \ 1 1 vn 10 iiKHWures. When that mo- 
iiiiMii nIioiiKI lurive. it was solemnly 
IHoiiuiHxt (hat an inumlation should be 
I io,iU\l which dliouM ;»weep the whole 
S)>.t<.i!Nh .u-iii\ into the wa. The work 
h.i.l. \\\ i.ici. Wvn ivnitiienoed. The 

> n i!ul otaor *Ai:vfs had alrea<1y been 
.•iviusi. .uki .4 vMt KhIv of water, 
.:i.\*Mi *.'_\ .» siivr^: north-west wind, 
!i.».l !,.xlu\l '.'.! :r\iii the ooean. It 
.i.,\iixJ .':;:\ '..-..4: two i:re.« dykee 

.:».-.. «i -.v •\;\v\: •..' iriv.tT the deluge 

.... .>, .*..>*■,.*;.:! .vi:-; !ete. The 
■ . t * . s . \ M * . v . . . \ . . w\: '. .* «'.v»iruoti^u, 

* .^^ . ..■.».: vr j-erty ren- 

»: J^^ ri:e. the 
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if thiB last meMore were 
D, mast fly, or perieh to * man.^ 
This deciuTe blow haTing been thiu 
flidered and promised, the carpenter 
Mt forth towazda the city, fie wae, 
sot BO Buooesrful in accom- 
j his entranoe unmoleated as he 
been in efiecting hia departure. 
He oarrowly escaped with his life in 
paamg through the enem^*B lines, and 
wiule oocfl^ied in aaving hunaelf was so 
vnlaeky, or, ae it proyed, so fortunate, 
as to lose the stick in which his de- 
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a council of ofnccnt, th^* result wiis 
reackc<i that uutTii-iftit h.i'l b***'n al- 
really accoiiipliiihevl f'lr the ^Ii'ry nf 
Spanish amid. Neither h<in<iur n^ir 
loyalty, it vtm th'HiKlit, re* pi in"! th.it 
sixteen thoufund M>ldierH i«!ii>ii](i 1)« 
sacrificed in a contest, not with nian, 
but with the ocean.' 

On the 8th of (^-t^ilier. aocurlinirly, 
the siege, whi<*h had lib^tiHl Hfvi'n weeki*. 
was raiHe<V and Dt.»n Fre<leri<r rejf)ine<l 
his father in AmiiturdAni. Kefuly to 
die in the bid ditch, and t(» r»vcrw)ie)in 



^latchea were enclosed. He made good both themselves and their fi>eri in a 



Ins entrance into the city, where, hv 
word of mouth, he encouraged his fel- 
Jow-bnzgheiB as to the intentiona of the 
Fkince and Sonoy. In the meantime, 
hii letters were uid before the general 
of the besieging army. The resolution 
tiksB by Orange, of which Don Fre- 
derio was thus unintentionally made 
swire, to flood the country far and 
near, rather than fail to protect Alk- 
maar, made a profound impression 
iqnii his mind. It was obvious that 
he waa dealing with a determined 
leader, and with desperate men. Hia 
attempt to cany the place by storm 
had aignally failed, and he could not 
deoeiye himself as to the temper and 
diBposition of his troops ever since that 
reptdse. When it should beoome known 
that they were threatened with sub- 
menion in the ocean, in addition to all 
the other horrors of war, he had reason 
to believe that they would retire igno- 
minioualy from that remote and deso- 
kte sand hook, where, by remaining, 
they could only find a wateiy grave. 
These views having been discussed in 



iBor, vi 454. Hoofd, viiL 325. Hen- 
doea. X. 219, 220. 

> Bor and Hoofd, ubi sup—Compare Mcn- 
doasa, X. 819, 220. 

* Bor, Hoofd, Mendoza. Letter of Noir- 
eonnes to his brother De Belles, m Corrcsp. 
de Fhil^ype II., ii. 1280. Nanning yan 
Foraest Cort Yerhael, etc. The stout 
penaloafliy, after recordiiig the eyents of the 
Bcge, berare the smoke had £Eiirly rolled 
tway, gives his readers two baUads; effli- 
rirais of the same spirit which had pervaded 
the city during its energetic resistance. 
Tb^ are, as usual, martial and jocular ; a 
single verse may be translated as a spoci- 



" De stad van Alkmaer behielt de kroon, 
Zj gaayon de Spaugaeds kranssen, 



common catastrophe, the Hiillan<Ii.'rrt 
had at last compelled their haughty 
enemy to iiy fmm a pdnition which he 
had so insolently assumed. 

These public transact ions and mili- 
tary operations were nnt the only im- 
portant events which affected the fate 
of Holland and its Hister provinces at 
this juncture. The Becret relations 
which had already been renewed be- 
tween Louis of Nassau, as jilenipoten- 
tiary of his brother, and tlie French 
court, hod for some time excited great 
uneasiness in the mind of Alva. Count 
Louis was known to be as skilful a ne- 
gotiator as he was valiant and accom- 
plished as a soldier. His frankness 
and boldness created confidence. The 
"brave spirit in the loyal breast" in- 
spired all his dealing; his exi>erience 
and quick perception of character pre- 
vented his becoming a dui)e of even 
the most adroit politicians, while his 
truth of purx>ose made him incai)able 
either of overreaching an ally or of be- 
traying a trust. His career indicated 
that diplomacy might be sometimes 



Fypen en trommeln gingen dicr schoon. 

Men spelde doer vreemde duiiiMou. 
De Spangaerds stoudon diuir veiigaiu-t 
Zj tonsten eceo nieuwe Spaansche galjneit. 

Maar zy vorgoten te komen in de schaus- 
son," — etc., etc 

With double-quick time the Spaniard proud 

Against Alkinaar advances, 
The piping and drummiug are merry aud 
loiid^ 
We play them the best of dances. 
The Spaniards stop— though they look very 

big— 
They dance a very now Spanish jig. 
But forget the use of their lances,— etc., 
etc. 
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successful, even although founded upon 
Bincerity. 

Alva secretly expressed to his sove- 
reign much suspicion of France.^ He 
reminded him that Charles IX., during 
the early i)art of the preceding year, 
had given the assurance that he was 
secretly dealing with Louis of Nassau, 
only that he might mdiice the Count to 
pass over to Philij/s service.^ At the 
same time Charles had been doing all 
he could to succour Mons, and had writ- 
ten the memorable letter which had 
fallen into Alva's hands on the capture 
of Genlis, and which expressed such a 
fixed determination to inflict a deadly 
blow upon the King, whom the writer 
was thus endeavouring to cajole.^ All 
this the Governor recalled to the re- 
collection of his sovereign. In view of 
this increasing repugnance of the Eng- 
lish court, Alva recommended that fair 
words should be employed; hinting, 
however, that it would be by no means 
neccssaiy for his master to consider 
himself very strictly bound by any 
such pledges to Elizabeth, if they 
should happen to become inconvenient- 
ly pressing. "A monarch's promises," 
he delicately suggested, "were not to 
be considered so sacred as those of 
humbler mortals.* Not that the king 
should directly violate his word, but 
at the same time, " continued the Duke, 
" I have thought aU my life, and I have 
learned it from the Emperor, your Ma- 
jesty's father, that the negotiations of 
kings depend upon different principles 
from those of us private gentlemen who 
walk the world ; and in this manner I 
always observed that your Majesty's 
father, who was so great a gentleman 
and BO powerful a prince, conducted 
his affairs." '^ The Governor took occa- 
sion, likewise, to express his regrets at 
the awkward manner in which the 
Ridolli scheme had been managed. 
Had he been consulted at an earlier 
day, the affair could have been treated 



1 Correspondance de Philippe II., 11, 1211. 

9 Ibid. « Ibid., ii. 269, note. 

« Ibid., ii. 1211. 

s "Que las negociacioncs do los reyos 
pcndriun de muy differentes cabos que los 
ncgocios de los pnrticularos cavalleros que 
oudumos por el muudo, y destu manera lo 
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much more delicately ; as it wb», there 
could be litUe doubt but that the 
discovery of the plot had prejudiced 
the mind of Elizabeth against Spain. 
" From that dust," concluded the Duke, 
"has resulted aU this dirt"* Itooukl 
hardly be matter of surprise, either to 
Philip or his Viceroy, that the dieoo- 
very by Elizabeth of a plot upon their 
parts to take her life and nlace the 
crown upon the head of ner hated 
rival, should have engendered unami- 
able feelings in her bosom towarda 
them. For the moment, however, 
Alva's negotiations were apparently 
successful 

On the first of May 1573, theartidea 
of convention between England and 
Spain, with regard to the Ketheriand 
difficulty, had been formally published 
in Brussels.^ The Duke, in communi- 
cating the termination of these arrange- 
ments, quietly recommended his mas- 
ter thenceforth to take the English 
ministry into his pay. In particular 
he advised his Majesty to bestow an 
annual bribe upon Lord Burlei^ 
"who held the kingdom in his hand; 
for it has always been my opinion," he 
continued, "that it was an excdlent 
practice for princes to give pensions to 
the ministers of other potentates, and 
to keep those at home who took bribes 
from nobody." ^ 

On the other hand, the negotiations 
of Orange with the English court were 
not yet successful, and he still found 
it almost impossible to raise the requi- 
site funds for carrying on the war. 
Certainly, his private letters shewed 
that neither he nor his brothers were 
self-seekers in their negotiations. "You 
know," said he in a letter to his bro- 
thers, "that my intention has never 
been to seek my private advantage. I 
have only aspired for the liberty of 
the country, in conscience and in po- 
lity, which foreigners have sought to 
oppress. I have no other articles to 



vi tratar & su padre de V. M. que era tan 
grau cavallero y tan princlpo.'* 

« "Porquo V. M. sea cierto que de aqud- 
los polvos hau salido todos cstos lodos."— 
Ibid; 

7 Ibid., ii. 333, 834. Mcteren. 

8 Correspondance de Philippe II., ii. 12SL 
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propose^ nve that religion, reformed 
aooording to the Word of God, should 
be permitted, that then the common- 
wealth should be restored to its andent 
liberty, and, to that end, that the 
Spaniards and other soldieiy should 
be compelled to retire.^ 

The restoration of civil and religious 
liberty, the etiabliAment of the great 
prmeijde of toletuHon in matters of 
oonsdenoe, constituted the purpose to 
which his days and nights were de- 
Toted, his princely fortune sacrificed, 
his life-blood risked. At the same 
time, his enforcement of toleration to 
both religions excited calumny against 
him among the bigoted adherents of 
both. By the Catholics he was accused 
of haying instigated the excesses which 
he had done everything in his power 
to r epress. The enormities of De la 
Marck, which had inspired the Prince's 
indignation, were even laid at the door 
of him who had risked his life to 

Cent and to chastise thenu De la 
1^ had, indeed, more than counter- 
balanced his great service in the tak- 
ing of Brill, by his subsequent cruelties. 
At last. Father Cornelius Musius, pas- 
tor of Saint Agatha, at the age of 
Beventy-two, a man highly esteemed 
by the Prince of Orange, had been put 
to torture and death by this barbarian, 
under circumstances of great atrocity. 
The horrid deed cost the Prince many 
tears, aroused the indignation of the 
estates of Holland, and produced the 
disinisBion of the perpetrator from 
their service. It was considered ex- 
pedient, however, in view of his past 
services, his powerful connexions, and 
liiB troublesome character, that he 
ahoold be induced peaceably to leave 
the country.' 

It was long before the Prince and 
the estates could succeed in ridding 
themselves of this encumbrance. He 
created several riots in different parts 
of the province, and boasted that he 
had many fine e^ps of war and three 

1 Archives de la If aison d'Orango, iv. 60. 

•HoofcU viL 281, 282. Bor, vi. 422. 
Braodt, Hist, der Bef., x. 588-^40. (d. i.) 
"De tiding van so vervlockt eon hiindel 
koBte den prince klagton en troenen : doeae 
ouuflDschel^kheit deed den Btaaten wee^ en 

YOL.II. 



Departure of Dela Marck. 

thousand 
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men devoted to him, by 
whose assistance he could make the 
estates "dance after his pipe." At the 
beg^inning of the following year (1574), 
he was at last comi)elIed to leave the 
provinces, which he never again trou- 
*bled with his presence. Some years 
afterwards, he died of the bite of a 
mad dog ; an end not inappropriate to 
a man of so rabid a disposition.* 

While the Prince was thus steadily 
striving for a lofty and generous pur- 
pose, he was, of course, represented by 
his implacable enemies as a man play- 
ing a game which, unfortunately for 
himself, was a losing one. *' That poor 
prince," said Granvelle, "has been ill 
advised. I doubt now whether be will 
ever be able to make his peace, and I 
think we shall rather try to get rid nf 
him and his brother as if they -were 
Turks. The marriage with the daugh- 
ter of Maurice, unde mala et quia ipse 
talis, and his brothers have done him 
much harm. So have Soliwendi and 
German intimacies. I saw it ail very 
plainly, but he did not choose to be- 
lieve me." * 

ni-etarred, worse counselled William 
of Orange t Had he but taken the 
friendly Cardinal's advice, kept his 
hand from German marriages and his 
feet from conventicles — had he assisted 
his sovereign in burning heretics and 
hunting rebels, it would not then have 
become necessary " to treat him like a 
Turk.** This is unquestionable. It is 
equally so that there would have been 
one great lamp the less in that strait 
and difl&cult pathway which leads to 
the temple of true glory. 

The main reliance of Orange was 
upon the secret negotiations which his 
brother Louis was then renewing with 
the French Government. The Prince 
had felt an almost insurmoimtable i-e- 
pugnance towards entertaining any re-' 
lation with that blood-stained court, 
since the massacre of Saint Bartholo- 
mew. But a new face had recently 

strekte den pleegor self een trap tot sijno 
ondergank." — Brandt. Hoofd, 

« Meteren. Strada. Hoofd, vii. eSP, 290. 
Bor, vi. 424-431. Waffonaer, vi. 434-436. 

* Cardinal Granvelle to Morillou, 18th 
March 1578, in Oroon van Priust., Archives, 
iv. 35*. 
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been put upr>zi that transaction. In- 
utea'l fti glnrying in their crime, the 
Kin;; and hLs mother now assumed a 
t'jnf! of compunction, and averred that 
the deed ha^^l been unpremeditated; 
that it harl l^een the rer^ult of a panic 
or an ec.Htar»y of fear inspired by tho- 
ftiiddeuly difjcovererl designs of the , 
liu^usnotH; and that, in the instinct ' 
i-i K*!f-j#reservation. the King, with his 
f.iiuily and immf<liate friends^ had 
}i»uij:/od \n\/) a crime which they now . 
bittoriy lameijted.' The French en- 
voys at the difi'erent courts of Europe 
were directe^l to impress this view 
uyK»n tlie mindn of tlie monarchs to 
whom tliey were accredited. It was , 
certfiinly a very different instruction I 
from tliat which tljoy ha^l at first re- | 
c*'ivr;d. Their cue h.'id originally been ' 
U} f]:y\'\\ a full m*'*Ml of ]iraide and 
th'inkKL'iviii;; in behalf of their sove- 
Tt'Aj}\ ioT liirf nj<.Tit<jriou8 exploit. The 
Vid\'"A of art.illery, the illuminations 
and n-joiciiig.s, the solemn i)roceHsions 
and m;ipse3 by which the aunpicious \ 
uvfjut Iiad been celebrated, were yet 
fr'wh in the memory (»f men. The | 
nnib;w«;idf*rrt wore sufficiently embar- ' 
r;iHHf;d l>y the diHtinct and detonnined I 
ai»probjitiou which they had recently ! 
expn;.-«f;d. Although the King, Ijy ' 
fonnal ])n>clamation, ha^I assumed the 
wliolo resjKinsiliility, as lie hafl notori- ! 
oiirtly been one of the chief ]i(.'q>etra- ' 
I'-rs of the deed, liis agents were now 
i/» Ktnltify themnelvciH and their mo- 
II. rcb by n-pn-rtunting, as a dei)lora])lo 
i%cX of fnnizy, tim niMHrtjicre which they 
liad ;iljofuly extolIe<l to the echo as a 
i;kilfully ex('cute<l and entirely com- 
iJH^ndiible acliiuvement' 

T<j humble the power of Spain, to 
obtain the hand of Queen Elizal>eth 
for th«' l>iiki! d'Alon^m, tf) establish 
an insirlifHiri kind of ])n)tectorate over 
tlie I'rotestjuit pnncos of Oemiany, 
to ubt'iin th«! thrtmo of Poland for the 

» M. tir'*-.'!! Villi J'riiiHttsnir, in tho wcoud 
j,firt of v«il iv. iiftlj-. Areliivc.H(l«' \\\ Milium 
il'Oniiij.'': Niissnu.— C.miparo <lo Thou, 1. Iv. 
t. vi. WO. ot H-q. 

» S* ij th- lijtt«:rK in tlioKocond jvart of vol. 
iv. Aniiivert ilu la MaiHim il'Oiii' l^j. 

« "QwrS. M. voit IWO-juiifn,,!. Kdnennciny 
ni'-r'ol. f.iiro s.;s (0,.,ux ui-.is do l.-i liCfWiljitioh 
t\v M-* ;if!'i;r -H, m; nr-.' a j;"rjfo tmvcrto do «o.s 
iwuU.'jur.^, ct uiMi<!>>yur luut 8on industric ot 
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Duke of Anjou, and eren to obtain 
the imperial crown for the house of 
Valois — all these cherished pn>jects 
seemed dashed to the ground by the 
Paris massacre and the abhorreneo 
which it had created. Charles and 
Catharine were not alow to discover 
the false position in which they hod 
placed themsttlves, while the S]>auish 
jocularity at the immense error com- 
mitted by France was visible enough 
through the assumed mask of holy 
horror.* 

Philip and Alva listened with mis- 
chievous joy to the howl of execration 
which swept through Christendom 
u]K)n every wind. They rejoiced oa 
heartily in the humiliation of the 
malefactors as they did in the perpe- 
tration of the crime. " Your Majesty," 
wrote Louis of Nassau, very bluntly, to 
King Charles, "sees how the Spaniard, 
your mortal enemy, fearita himself full 
with the desolation of your affairs; 
how he langlis, to s])lit his sides, at 
your niisfortunes. This massacre hoa 
enabled him to weaken your Majesty 
more than ho could have done by a 
war of thirty years."* 

Before the year had revolved. Charles 
had become thoroughly convinced of 
the fatal impression produced by the 
event. Bitter and almost abject were 
his winnings at the Catholic King's 
desertion of his cause. *'Ho knows 
well," wrote (Jharles to Saint Goard, 
*' that if he can terminate 'these trou- 
bles and leiive me alone in the dance^ 
he will have leisure and means to 
entiUjIish his authority, not only in 
the Netliei'lands but elsewhere, and 
that ho will render himself more grand 
and fonniihilUu than he has ever been. 
This irt the i-etum they render for (kt 
(jixhI rvrenrd fmm me, which is tueh M 
ever}' one knows." ^ 

G.'iHjKir de Schomberg, the adroit 
and honourable agent of Charles in 

CHtudu ^ oiitrutonir Ics tmiibliM en una roy- 
uunio ; H'lissourant avcc bunuo lainon qua 
cVhI li! huul iiiDven do p:u-vonir k ses flat 
8JUIS tronji frappor, vou <nio dvsj&, taut IM 
^Miorros piisHc-uH (pio ]mr lo dcniior niavncn 
ct triiuhlcs pn'sisns. rp>{>nj^iol a phiB af- 
f iliii s. M. quo h'jI cuhI fiiicr la piurru tnmta 
aiiN."_Archivc.s do la MaiiX>u d'Oruzij;!^ lii 

<*Ibid., iv. 38* 
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Grermany, had at a very early day 
warned his royal master of the ill effect 
of the masaacre upon all the schemes 
which he had been pursuing, and es- 
pecially upon those which referred to 
the crowns of the Empire and of 
Poland. The first project was.destined 
to be soon abandoned. It was reserved 
neither for Charles nor Philip to di- 
vert the succession in Germany from 
the numerous offiipring of Maximilian ; 
yet it is instructive to observe the 
unprincipled avidity wiUi which the 
prijse was sought by both. Each was 
willing to effect its purchase by ab- 
juring what were supposed his most 
cherii^ed principles. Philip of Spain, 
whose mission was to extirpate heresy 
throughout his realms, and who, in 
pursuance of that mission, had already 
perpetrated more crimes, and waded 
more deeply in the blood of his sub- 
jects, than monarch had often done 
before ; Philip, for whom his apologists 
have never found any defence, save 
that he believed it hiis duty to God 
rather to depopulate his territories 
than to permit a single heretic within 
their limits — ^now entered into secret 
negotiations with the princes of the 
Empire. He pledged himself, if they 
woidd confer the (arown upon him, 
that he would withdraw the Spaniards 
from the Netherlands; that he would 
tolerate in those provinces the exercise 
of tiie Eeformed religion; that* he 
would recognise their union with the 
rest of the German Empire, and their 
consequent claim to the benefits of the 
Passau treaty; that he would restore 
the Prince of Orange "and all his 
accomplices" to their former posses- 
rions, dignities, and condition; and 
that he would cause to. be observed, 
throughout every realm incorporated 
with the Empire> all the edicts and 
ordinances which had been constructed 

1 " le roy dTspagne^ & Testat de 

rEmpereur veu lea honestes oifres qu'il 
leor •propoeo, a Bgavoir si les princes 
▼eulont consentir d, I'eslire Empereur, 
n promet qu'a\taat que d'entrer en cesto 
dignity, il oatera les Espagnols dn Pays 
Bu; qu'il r6unira le diet Pays Bas an 
oosps de rEmpire, ^'il reraettora le Prince 
d'Oirange et tous ties complices en leur bien 
et premier estat, et au'il fera observer et 
imuiit^iaiir dedaoa tous les pays de son obeis- 



to secure religious freedom in Ger- 
many.^ In brief, PhiliiJ was willing, 
in case the crown of Charlctnague 
should be promised him, to undo the 
work of his life, to reinstate the arch- 
rebel whom he had himted and pro- 
Bcril)ed, and to bow before that Refor- 
mation whose disciples he had so long 
burned and butchered. So much ex- 
tent and no more had that religious 
conviction by which he had for years 
had the effrontei-y to excuse the enor- 
mities practised in the Netherlands. 
God would never forgive him so long 
ae one heretic remained unbuimed iu 
the provinces; yet give him the Im- 
perial sceptre, and every heretic, with- 
out forswearing his heresy, should be 
purged with hyssop and become whiter 
than snow. 

Charles IX., too, although it was 
not possible for him to recall to life the 
countless victims of the Parisian wed- 
ding, was yet ready to explain those 
murders to the satisfaction of every 
unprejudiced mind. This had become 
strictly necessary. Although the ac- 
cession of either his Most Christian or 
Most Catholic Majesty to the throne 
of the Ca)sars was a most improbable 
event, yet the humbler elective throne 
actually vacant was indirectly in the 
gift of the same powers. It was pos- 
sible that the crown of Poland might 
be secured for the Duke of Anjou.* 
That key unlocks the complicated 
policy of this and the succeeding year. 
The Polish election is the clue to the 
labyrinthian intrigues and royal tergi- 
versations during the period of the 
interregnum. Sigismund Augustus, 
last of the Jagellons, had died on the 
7th July 1572.^ The prominent candi- 
dates to succeed him were the Arch- 
duke Ernest, son of the Emperor, 
and Henry of Anjou. The Prince of 
Orange was not forgotten. A strong 



sance, qui auroionteste on soront incn-porez 
li I'Erapire, les mSmes edicts et ordonnances 
qui ont ete establis et se pai-deut parle resto 
d'Allemagne sur lo fuict do la relij?ion." — G. 
de Schomberg an Due d'Aujoii, Paris, lOrao 
Feb. 1673, in Groen v. l*rins*eror. Archives, 
etc., etc., iv. 30*. See also the same volume, 
p. 2. 

2 Compare do Thou, t. vi. lib. Iv. 

8 Ibid., t. vi. lib. liU. 44S. 
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party were in favour of compassing 
his election, as the most signal triumph 
which Protestantism could gain, but 
his ambition had not been excited by 
the prospect of such a prize. His own 
work required all the energies of all 
his life. His influence, however, was 
powerful, and eagerly sought by the 
partisans of Anjou. The Lutherans 
and Moravians in Poland were nume- 
rous, the Protestant party there and in 
Germany holding the whole balance of 
the election in their hands. 

It was difficult for the Prince to 
overcome his repugnance to the very 
name of the man whose crime had at 
once made France desolate, and blight- 
ed the fair prospects under which he 
and his brother had, the year before, 
entered the Netherlands. Neverthe- 
less, he was wilUng to listen to the 
statements by which the King and his 
ministers endeavoured, not entirely 
without success, to remove from their 
reputations, if not from their souls, 
the guilt of deep design. It was some- 
thing, that the murderers now affected 
to expiate their offence in sackcloth 
and ashes — it was something that, by 
favouring the pretensions of Anjou, 
and by listening with indulgence to 
the repentance of Charles, the siege 
of Rochelle could be terminated, the 
Huguenots restored to freedom of 
conscience, and an alliance with a 
powerful nation established, by aid of 
which the Netherlands might once 
more lift their heads. ^ The French 
government, deeply hostile to Spain, 
both from passion and policy, was 
capable of rendering much assistance 
to the revolted provinces. " I entreat 
you most humbly, my good master," 
wrote Schomberg to Charles IX., " to 
beware of allowing the electors to take 
into their heads that you are favouring 
the affairs of the King of Spain in any 
manner whatsoever. Commit against 
him no act of open hostility, if you 
think that imprudent ; but look 
sharp ! if you do not wish to be 
thrown clean out of your saddle. I 

I Letters in Groen v. Prinst., Archives, 
etc., iv. ]>art ii., i>assim. — Compare De Thou, 
vi. L 53 aud 55 ot al. 
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should split with rage if I should see 
you, in consequence of the wicked 
calumnies of your enemies, fail to 
secure the prize."* Orange waa in- 
duced, therefore, to accept, however 
distrustfully, the expression of a re- 
pentance which was to be accompanied 
with healing measures. He allowed 
his brother Louis to resvmie negotia- 
tions with Schomberg, in Grermany. 
He drew up and transmitted to him 
the outlines of a treaty which he was 
willing to m^ke with Charles.' The 
main conditions of this arrangement 
illustrated the disinterested character 
of the man. He stipulated that the 
King of France should immediately 
make peace with his subjects, declar- 
ing expressly that he had been abused 
by those who, under pretext of his 
service, had sought their own profit at 
the price of ruin to the crown and 
people. The King should mskke re- 
ligion free. The edict to that effect 
should be confirmed by aU the parlia- 
ments and estates of the kingdom, and 
such confirmations should be distri- 
buted without reserve or deceit among 
all the princes of Germany. If his 
Majesty were not inclined to make 
war for the liberation of the Nether- 
lands, he was to furnish the Prince of 
Orange with one hundred thousand 
crowns at once, and every three 
months with another himdred thou- 
sand. The Prince was to have liberty 
to raise one thousand cavalry and seven 
thousand infantry in France. Everv 
city or town in the provinces whicn 
should be conquered by his arms, ex- 
cept in Holland or Zealand, should be 
placed under the sceptre, and ^ the 
hands of the King of France. The 
provinces of Holland and Zealand 
should also be placed under his pro- 
tection, but should be goveAied by 
their own gentlemen and citizens. 
Perfect religious liberty and main- 
tenance of the ancient constitutions, 
privileges, and charters were to be 
guaranteed "without any cavilling 
whatsoever."* The Prince of Orange, 



a Groen v. Prinst., Archives, etc., iv. 15* 
16*. « Ibid., iv. 116-118. 

* " Sans controdit ou caviilAtion qiiel- 
conque."— Groen v. Prinst., Arcliivea, iv, 118. 
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or the- estates of Holland or Zealand, 
were to reimburse his Christian Ma- 
jesty for the sums which he was to 
advance. In this last clause was the 
only mention which the Prince made 
of himself, excepting in the stipulation 
that he was to be allowed a levy of 
troops in France. His only personal 
claims were to enlist soldiers to fight 
the battles of freedom, and to pay 
their expense, if it should not be pro- 
vided for by the estates. At nearly 
the same period, he furnished his 
secret envoys, Lumbres and Doctor 
Taijaert, who were to proceed to 
Pari£, with similar instructions.^ 

The indefatigable exertions of Schom- 
berg, and the almost passionate ex- 
planations on the part of the court 
of France, at length produced their 
effect. "Tou will constantly assure 
the princes," wrote the Duke of Anjou 
to Schomberg, " that the things writ- 
ten to you concerning that which had 
happened in this kingdom are true; 
that the events occurred suddenly, with- 
out having been in any manner pre- 
meditated; that neither the King nor 
myself have ever had any intelligence 
vUh the King of Spain, against those 
of the religion, and that all is utter 
imposture which is daily said on this 
subject to the princes."^ 

Count Louis required peremptorily, 
however, that the royal repentance 
should bring forth the fruit of salva- 
tion for the remaining victims. Out 
of the nettles of these dangerous in- 
trigues his fearless hand plucked the 
"flower of safety" for his down-trod- 
den cause. He demanded not words, 
but deeds, or at least pledges. He 
maintained with the agents of Charles 
and with the monarch himself the 
eame hardy scepticism which was 
manifested by the Huguenot deputies 
in their conferences with Cathanne de 
MediciB. " Is the word of a king," 
said Uie dowager to the commissioners, 
who were insisting upon guarantees, 
** is the word of a long not sufficient ? " 



I Gtoen V. Frinst, Archiyes, etc. iv. 10^ 
124, and 48* to 48*.— CJompare De Thou, vi. 
liv. W. 598, et acq. 

■Groenv. Priust., ArchWes, etc., iv. 26* 
and 27*. 

> Vide Boumer. Qesch. Eur., ii. 265. 



"No, madam," replied one of them, 
" by Saint BarthoUmeWy no ! " * Count 
Louis told Schomberg roundly, and 
repeated it many times, that he must 
have in a very few days a categorical 
response, "not to consist in words 
alone, but in deeds, and that he could 
not, and would not, risk for ever the 
honour of his brother, nor the pro- 
perty, blood, and life of those poor 
people who favoured the cause."* 

On the 23d March 1573, Schom- 
berg had an interview with Count 
Louis, which lasted seven or eight 
hours. In that interview the enter- 
prises of the Count, "which," said 
Schomberg, " are assuredly grand and 
beautiful,' were thoroughly discussed, 
and a series of conditions, drawn up 
partly in the hand of one, partly in 
that of the other negotiator, definitely 
agreed upon.^ These conditions were 
on the basis of a protectorate over 
Holland and Zealand for the King of 
France, with sovereignty over the other 
places to be acquired in the Nether- 
lands. They were in strict accordance 
with the articles furnished by the 
Prince of Orange. Liberty of worship 
for those of both religions, sacred 
preservation of municipal charters, 
and stipulation of certain annual sub- 
sidies on the part of France, in case 
his Majesty should not take the field, 
were the principal features.** 

Ten days later, Schomberg wrote to 
his master that the Count was willing 
to use all the influ^ice of his family 
to procure for Anjou the crown of 
Poland,'' while Louis, having thus 
completed his negotiations with the 
agent, addressed a long and earnest 
letter to the royal principal. ^ This 
remarkable despatch was stamped 
throughout with the impress of the 
writer's frank and fearless character. 
" Thus diddest thou " has rarely been 
addressed to anointed monarch in such 
imequivocal tones. The letter painted 
the favourable position in which the 
king had he&a placed previously to 

* Groeu v. Prinst., Archiyes, etc. iv. 88*. 
» Ibid., iv. 43», et seq. 
« Ibid., iv. 43»-48». 
T Ibid, iv. 63», 61*. 

8 June Ist, 1673.— Qroen v. Prinst » Ar- 
chives, etc., iv. 8l*-90». 
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the fatal Biimmer of 1572. The Queen 
of Kiigland was then most amicably 
diH)>0He<l towards him, and inclined to 
a yot clfwer connexion with his "family. 
Th(3 dcnrian princes were desirous to 
elect him King of the Bomans, a 
dignity for which his grandfather 
ha*l so fruitlessly contended. The 
Netherlanders, driven to despair by 
the tyranny of their own sovereign, 
were eager to throw themselves into 
his arms. All this had been owing 
to hi« edict of religious pacification. 
How changed the picture now ! Who 
now did reverence to a King so crimi- 
nal and so fallen ? " Your Majesty 
to-fLiy/' said Louis, earnestly and 
plainly, " is near to ruin. The State, 
crumbling on every side and almost 
abandoned, is a prey to any one who 
wirihes Ui seize upon it; the more so, 
because your Majesty, having, by the 
late excess and by the wars previously 
uifule, endeavoured to force men's 
consciences, is now «o destitute, not 
only of nobility and soldiery, but of 
that which constitutes the strongest 
column of the throne, the love and 
good wishes of tlie lieges, that your 
it'ijesty resembles an ancient building 
propped up, day after day, with piles, 
but which it will be impossible long to 
prevent from falling to the earth." ^ 
Certainly, here were wholesome truths 
told in Htraightforward style. 

The (Jouut proceeded to remind the 
King of the joy which the " Spaniard, 
his mortal enemy," had conceived from 
the desolation of his affairs, being as- 
sured that he should, by the troubles 
in France, be enabled to accomplish 
his own purposes without striking a 
l)low.'' This, he observed, had been 
the secret of the courtesy with which 
the writer himself had been treated 
by the Duke of Alva at the surrender 
of Mons.^ Louis assured the King, in 
continuation, that if he persevered in 

1 " Qu'ollo rcsemblo & ung viol bastimcnt 
qii'on appiiyo toua Ics jours do quelqiios 
pillotis. mais cnfin on ne lo poult omi)e8cher 
do tomlKir." — Oroon v. Pnuat., Archives, 
etc.. iv. 86*. « Ibid. 

* Letter nf Count Louis to Charles IX., 
Juno l.st, 1578. Qroen v. Priust., Archives, 
etc , iv. 8<»*. 

4 *' Dcbcouvnmt qu'on ne procdde point 



these oppressive courses towaFds his 
subjects of the new religion, there was 
no hope for him, and that his two 
brothers would to no purpose take 
their departure for England and for 
Poland, leaving him with a difficult 
and (langerous war upon his hands. 
So long as he maintained a hostile 
attitude towards the Protestants in 
his own kingdom, his fair words would 
produce no effect elsewhere. " We are 
beginning to be vexed," said the Count, 
" with the manner of negotiation prac- 
tised by France. Men do not proceed 
roundly to business there, but angle 
with their dissimulation as with a 
hook."4 

He bluntly reminded the King of 
the deceit which he had practised to- 
wards the Admiral — ^a sufficient reason 
why no reliance could in future be 
placed upon his word. Signal ven- 
geance on those concerned in the 
attempted assassination of that great 
man had been promised, in the royal 
letters to the Prince of Orange, just 
before St Bartholomew. "Two days 
afterwards," said Louis, "y(mr Ma- 
jesty took that vengeance, hxU in rather 
ill fashion." '^ It was certain that the 
King was surrounded by men who de- 
sired to work his ruin, and who, for 
their own purposes, would cause him 
^'to hathe still deeper than he had dons 
before in the blood of his subjects.^ This 
ruin his Majesty could still avert, by 
making peace in his kingdom, and by 
ceasing to torment his poor subjects 
of the religion." '^ 

In conclusion, the Count, with a 
few simple but eloquent phrases, 
alluded to the impossibility of chain- 
ing men's thoughts. The soul, being 
immortal, was beyond the reach oi 
kings. Conscience was not to be con- 
quered, nor the religious spirit im- 
prisoned. This had been discovered 
by the Emperor Charles, who had 

rondement ot ne sert-on que de dissimula- 
tion, commo uiig hamejon.** — Groen ▼. 
Prinst., Archives, etc., iv. 87*. 

ft "A deux jours de 1& oUe la fist asses 
mal."— Ibid., 88*. 

« *' Mais pour le fair©, plus que devAnt, 
baigner au saug de ses Bubjet8tz."~Ibid., 
89*. r Ibid. 
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taken all the cities and great person- 
ages of Germany captive, but who had, 
nevertheless, been xmable to take re- 
ligion captive. " That is a sentiment," 
said Louis, " deeply rooted in the hearts 
of men, which is itot to be plucked out 
hy force of arms. Let your Majesty, 
-therefore, not be deceived by the 
flattery of those who, like bad physi- 
cians, keep their patients in ignorance of 
their disease, whence comes their ruin.'*^ 
It would be impossible, without in- 
sight into these private and most im- 
portant transactions, to penetrate the 
heart of the mystery which enwrapped 
at this period tiie relatioira of the great 
powers with each other. Enough has 
been seen to silence for ever the plea, 
often entered in behalf of religious 
tyranny, that the tyrant acts in obedi- 
ence to a sincere conviction of duty; 
that, in performing his deeds of dark- 
ness, he believes himself to be accom- 
plishing the will of Heaven. Here we 
have seen Philip offering to restore 
the Prince of Orange, and to establish 
freedom of religion in the Netherlands, 
if by such promises he can lay hold of 
the Imperial diadem. Here also we 
have Charles IX. and his mother — 
their hands reeking with the heretic 
blood of St Bartholomew -~ making 
formal engagements with heretics to 
protect heresy everywhere, if by such 
pledges the crown of the Jagellons and 
the hand of Elizabeth can be secured. 
While Louis was thus busily en- 
gaged in Germany, Orange was usually 
established at Delft. He felt the want 
of his brother daily ;^ for the solitude 
of the Prince, in the midst of such 
fiery trials, amounted almost to deso- 
lation. Not often have circumstances 
« invested an individual with so much 
} responsibility and so little power. He 
was regard^ as the protector and 
father of the country; but from his 
own brains and his own resources he 
was to famish himself with the means 
of fulfilling those high functions. He 
was anxious thoroughly to discharge 
the duties of a dictatorship, wiUiout 

^ Ofooi V. Frinst., Archives, etc, iv. 

* Archives de la Ifaison d'Orange, iv. 74^ 
; 177, 181. 



grasping any more of its power than 
was indispensable to his purpose. But 
he was alone on that little isthmus, in 
single combat with the great Spanish 
monarchy. It was to him that all 
eyes turned, during the infinite horrors 
of the Harlem siege, and in the more 
prosperous leaguer of Alkmaar. What 
he could do he did. He devised every 
possible means to succour Harlem, 
and was only restrained from going 
personally to its rescue by the tears 
of the whole population of Holland. 
By his decision, and the spirit which 
he diffused through the country, the 
people were lifted to a pitch of heroism 
by which Alkmaar was saved. Yet, 
during all this harassing period, he 
had no one to lean upon but himself. 
" Our affairs are in pretty good condi- 
tion in Holland and Zealand," he wrote, 
" if I only had some aid. *Tis impos- 
sible for me to support alone so many 
laboiu^, and the weight of such great 
affairs as come upon me hourly — finan- 
cial, military, political. I. have no one 
to help me, not a single man, where- 
fore I leave you to suppose in what 
trouble I find myself." '"^ 

For it was not alone the battles and 
sieges which furnished him with occu- 
pation and filled him with anxiety. 
Alone, he directed in secret the politics 
of the country, and, powerless and out- 
lawed though he seemed, was in daily 
correspondence not only with the 
estates of Holland and Zealand, whose 
deliberations he guided, but with the 
principal governments of Europe. The 
estates of the Netherlands, moreover, 
had been formally assembled by Alva 
in September, at Brussels, to devise 
ways and means for continuing the 
struggle.* It seemed to the Prince a 
good opportunity to make an appeal 
to the patriotism of the whole coimtry. 
He furnished the province of Holland, 
accordingly, with the outlines of an ad- 
dress which was forthwith despatched 
in their own and his name, to the 
general assembly of the Netherlands.*^ 
The document was a nervous and rapid 

» Ibid., iv. 191. 

* Bor, vi. 459. 

< See the Address in Bor, vi. 4S«-^^, 
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review of tlie course of late events in 
thii \jT<jyin<^», with a cogent statement 
of the Tis'diifjBB which should influence 
them all to unite in the common cause 
agaiiiiit the common enemy. It re- 
ferrd t/j the old affection and tnie- 
heart^^lness with which they had for- 
merl}' regarded each other, and to the 
certainty that the inquisition would 
be for ever c^tablLshed in the land, 
uiMAi the ruins of all their ancient 
institutions, unless they now united to 
overthr'-w it for ever. It demanded of 
the people, thus assembled through 
their representatives, how they could 
endure the tyranny, murders^ and 
extortions of the Duke of Alva. The 
princes of Flanders, Burgimdy, Bra- 
bant, or Holland, had never made war 
or [jeace, coined money, or exacted a 
stiver from the people without the 
consent of the estates. How could the 
nation now consent to the daily impo- 
sitions which were practised? Had 
Amsterdam and Middelburg remained 
true; had those important cities not 
allowed themselves to be seduced from 
the cause of freedom, the northern 
provinces would have been impr^- 
nable. " 'Tis only by the Netherlands 
that the Netherlands are crushed," 
said the appeal. "Whence has the 
Duke of Alva the power of which he 
boasts, but from yourselves — from 
Netherland cities ? Whence his ships, 
supplies, money, weapons, soldiers? 
Fnirn the Netherland people. Why 
lias poor Netherland thus become de- 
generate and bastard? Whither has 
fie<l the noble spirit of our brave fore- 
fathers, that never brooked the tyranny 
of foreign nations, nor suffered a 
stranger even to hold office within our 
borders? If the little province of 
Holland can thus hold at bay the 
W)wer oi Spain, what could not all the 
Netherlancls — Brabant, Flanders, Fries- 
land, and the rest united — accomplish?"^ 
In conclusion, the estates-general were 
earnestly adjured to come forward like 
brothers in blood, and join hands with 
Holland, that together they might res- 



1 Address, etc., Bor, vi. 401. 
« Ibid., 4(i4. 

* " HoiidLiricf in fomio van Biipplicatie aen 
OouiiitfklM^" ^'"^•wtcit vau i3puugion, vou 



cue the fatherland and restore its an- 
cient prosperity and bloom.* 

At almost the same time the Prince 
drew up and put in circulation one of 
the most vigorous and impassioned 
productions which ever came from his 
pen. It was entitled, an " Epistle, in 
form of supplication, to his royal Ma- 
jesty of Spain, from the Prince of 
Orange and the estates of Holland and 
Zealand."^ The document produced 
a profoimd impression throughout 
Christendom. It was a loyal appeal 
to the monarch's loyalty — a dentiand 
that the land-privileges should be re- 
stored, and the Duke of Alva removed. 
It contained a startling picture of his 
atrocities and the nation's misery, and, 
with a few energetic strokes, demo- 
lished the pretence that these sorrows 
had been caused by the people's guilt. 
In this connexion the Prince alluded 
to those acts of condenmation which 
the Governor-General had promul- 
gated under the name of pardons, 
and treated with scorn the hypothesis 
that any crimes had been committed 
for Alva to forgive. "We take God 
and your Majesty to witness," said the 
epistle, "that if we have done such 
misdeeds as are charged in the pardon, 
we neither desire nor deserve the par- 
don. Like the most abject creatures 
which crawl the earth, we will be con- 
tent to atone for our misdeeds with 
our lives. We will not miurmur, O 
merciful King, if we be seized one after 
another, and torn limb from limb, if it 
can be proved that we have committed 
the crimes of which we have been 
accused."* 

After having thus set forth the 
tyranny of the government and the 
innocence of the people, the Prince, 
in his own name and that of the 
estates, announced the determination 
at which they had arrived. "The 
tyrant," he continued, " would rather 
stain every river and brook with our 
blood, and hang our bodies upon every 
tree in the country, than not feed to 
the full his vengeance, and steep him- 

wegen des Prinzen vaa Oningioa eu der 
Btaten vaii IInlLiud en Zealuud," etc., etc, 
in Bor, vi. 404-472. 
* Seudbrief, etc., Bor, vi., 469. 
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■elf to the lipfl in our misery. There- 
fore we have taken up arms against the 
Duke of Alva and his adherents, to 
free ourselves, our wives and children, 
from his bloodthirsty hands. If he 
prove too strong for us, we will rather 
die an honourable death, and leave a 
praiseworthy fame, than bend our 
necks, and reduce our dear fatherland 
to such slavery. Herein are all our 
cities pledged to each other to stand 
every siege, to dare the utmost, to en- 
dure every possible misery, yea, rather 
to set fire to all our homes, and be 
consumed with them into ashes to- 
gether, than ever submit to the de- 
crees of this cruel tyrant." ^ 

These were brave words, and de- 
stined to be bravely fulfilled, as the 
life and death of the writer, and the 
records of his country proved, from 
generation unto generation. If we 
seek for the mainspring of the energy 
which thus sustained the Prince in the 
unequal conflict to which he had de- 
voted his life, we shall find it in the 
one pervading principle of his nature 
— confidence in Qod. He was the 
champion of the political rights of his 
country, but before all he was the de- 
fender of its religion. Liberty of con- 
sdenoe for his people was his first ob- 
ject. To establic^ Luther's axiom, 
that thoughts are toll-free, was his de- 
termination. The Peace of Passau, 
and far more than the Peace of Passau, 
was the goal for which he was striving. 
Freedom of worship for all denomina- 
tions, toleration for all forms of faith, 
this was the great good in his philo- 
sophy. For himself, he had now be- 
come a member of the Calvinist, or 
Reformed Church, having delayed for 
a time his public adhesion to this 
communion, in order not to give of- 
fence to the Lutherans and to the 
Emperor. He was never a dogmatist, 
however, and he sought in Christianity 
for that which imites rather than for 
that which separates Christians. In 
the course of October he publicly 
joined the church at Port.* 

1 Sendbrief, etc., Bor, vi. 471. 

> Archives de la liaison d'Orango, iv. 226. 

> Bor, vi. 466. 

« Ibid., 466, 466. Hoofd, viii. 326, 827. 
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The happy tennination of the siege 
of Alkmaar was followed, three days 
afterwards, by another signal success 
on the part of the patriots. Count 
Bossu, who had constructed or col- 
lected a considerable fleet at Amster- 
dam, had, early in October, sjiiled into 
the Zuyder Zee, notwithstanding the 
sunken wrecks and other obstructions 
by which the patriots had endeavoured 
to render the passage of the Y imprac- 
ticable.* The patriots of North Hol- 
land had, however, not been idle, and 
a fleet of five-and-twenty vessels, under 
Admiral Dirkzoon, was soon cruising 
in the same waters. A few skirmishes 
took place, but Bossu's ships, which 
were larger, and provided with heavier 
cannon, were apparently not inclined 
for the close quarters which the pa- 
triots sought.* The Spanish Admiral, 
Hollander as he was, knew the mettle 
of his countrymen in a close encounter 
at sea, and preferred to trust to the 
calibre of his cannon. On the 11th 
October, however, the whole patriot 
fleet, favoured by a strong easterly 
breeze, bore down upon the Spanish 
armada, which, numbering now thirty 
sail of all denominations, was lying off 
and on in the neighbourhood of Horn 
and Enkhuyzen. After a short and 
general engagement, nearly all the 
Spanish fleet retired with precipita- 
tion, closely pursued by most of the 
patriot Dutch vessels. Five of the 
King's ships were eventually taken — 
the rest effected their escape. Only 
the Admiral remained, who scorned to 
yield, although his forces had thus 
basely deserted him.* His ship, the 
Inquisition,^ for such was her insolent 
appellation, was far the largest and best 
manned of both the fleets. Most of 
the enemy had gone in pursuit of the 
fugitives, but four vessels of inferior 
size had attacked the Inquisition at the 
commencement of the action. Of 
these, one had soon been silenced, 
while the other three had grappled 
themselves inextricably to her sides 
and prow. The four drifted together, 

» Bor, vi. 466. Hoofd, viii. 326, 327. 
Letters of Alva to Philip, and of Bossu to 
Alva.— Correspoudance ae Philippe II., ii. 
1274, and pp. 420, 421, notes. 

« Bor, vi. 466. Hoofd, viii 826. 
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U'f'.r'; v.-irifl and tide, a severe and 
tfU'.'H'/'i a*:tion going on incessantly, 
diii'jug whicli the navigation of the 
Khij»» wiUi entirely abandoned. No 
n/:i*'.Tit']i'if: gunnery, no military or naval 
iwi'uiA v.crti dinplayed or required in 
Hiich a conflict. It was a life-and-death 
coiiiV>at, such as always occurred when 
Spaniard and Netherlander met, whe- 
th<;r on land or water. Bossu and his 
jntm, armed in bullet-proof coats of 
mail, HtfxKl with shield and sword on 
tlie rhjck of the Inquiirition, ready to 
repel all attempts to board. The Hol- 
lander, as usual, attacked with pitch 
]ir>r>pH, boiling oil, and molten lead, 
liepeatcdly they effected their en- 
trance to the Admiral's ship, and .as 
often they were rei)ulsed and slain in 
lieaps, or hurled into the sea. The 
battle br;gan at three in the afternoon, 
and continued without intermission 
tliHiUgh the whole night. The vessels, 
drifting together, struck on the shoal 
called the Nek, near Wydeness. In 
the heat of the action the occurrence 
was hardly heeded. In the morning 
twilight, John Haring, of Horn, the 
hero who had kept one thousand sol- 
diers at bay upon the Diemer dyke, 
clambered on board the Inqumtion, 
and hauled her colours down. The gal- 
lant but i)rematuro achievement cost 
him Iiis life. He was shot through the 
br>rly, and died on the deck of the 
ship, which was not quite ready to 
strike her flag. In the course of the 
forenoon, however, it became obvious 
to lioHRii that further resistance was 
idle. The ships were aground near a 
hostile coast, his own fleet was hope- 
lessly diHi)er8ed, three-quarters of his 
crew were dead or disabled, while the 
vcHrtcls witli which he was engaged 
were constantly recruited by boats 
from th(j shore, which brought fresh 
men and ammunition, and removed 
their killtKl and wounded. At eleven 
o'clock. Admiral Bossu surrendered, 
and with tliree hundred prisoners was 
carried into Holland. Bossu was him- 
self imprisoned at Horn, in which city 
he was received, on his arrival, with 

1 B()r, lloot'd. Ijotturs of Alva aud of 
BoHsu, iibi Blip. Mendoza, x. 214. 
3 liuofd, viii. 031. Correspoudanco de 
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great demonstrations of popular hatred. 
The massacre of Rotterdam, due to his 
cruelty and treachery, had not yet been 
forgotten or forgiven.^ 

This victory, following so hard upon 
the triumph at Alkmaar, wa« as grati- 
fying to tne patriots as it was galling 
to Alva. As his administration drew 
to a close, it was marked by disaster 
and disgrace on land and sea. The 
brilliant exploits by which he had 
struck terror into the heart of the Ne- 
therlanders, at Jemmingen and in Bra- 
bant, had been effaced by the valour 
of a handful of Hollanders, without 
discipline or experience. To the pa- 
triots, the opportune captiu-e of so 
considerable a personage as the Ad- 
miral and Governor of the northern 
province was of great advantage. Such 
of the hostages from Harlem as had 
not yet been executed, now escaped 
with their lives. Moreover, Saint Al- 
degonde, the eloquent patriot and con- 
fidential friend of Orange, who was 
taken prisoner a few weeks later, in an 
action at Maeslandsluis,- was preserved 
from inevitable destruction by the 
same cause. The Prince hastened to 
assure the Duke of Alva that the same 
measure would be dealt to Bossu as 
should be meted to Saint Aldegonde.* 
It was, therefore, impossible for ike 
Governor-General to execute his pri- 
soner, and he was obliged to submit to 
the vexation of seeing a leading rebel 
and heretic in his power, whom he 
dared not strike. Both the distin- 
guished" prisoners eventually regained 
their liberty. 

The Duke was, doubtless, lower 
sunk in the estimation of all classes 
than he had ever been before, during 
his long and generally successful life. 
The reverses sustained by his army, 
the belief that his master had grown 
cold towards him, the certainty that 
his career in the Netherlands was 
closing without a satisfactory result, 
the natural weariness produced upon 
men's minds by the contemplation of 
so monotonous and unmitigated a ty- 
ranny during so many years, all contn- 

Philippo II.. ii. 1283. Moteren, iv. 8L 
Bor. VI. 472. 
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buted to *1ifnmMli hifl reputation. He 
felt himaelf odious alike to princes and 
to plebeians. With his cabinet coun- 
cillors he had long been upon unsatia- 
&ctoiy terms. I^rasident Tisnacq bad 
died early in the summer, and V iglius, 
much against his will, had been in- 
duced, provisionally, to supply his 
place.^ But there was now hardly a 
pretence of friendship between the 
feamed Frisian and the Governor. 
Each cordially detested the other. 
Alva was weary of Flemish and Frisian 
advisers, however subservient, and was 
anxious to fill the whole council with 
Spaniards of the Vargas stamp. He 
had forced Yiglius once more into 
office, only that» by a little delay, he 
mi^t expel him and every Nether- 
lander at the same moment. ''Till 
this ancient set of dogmatisers be re- 
moved," he wrote to Philip, "with 
Vi^us, their chief, who teaches them 
all their lessons, nothing will go right. 
'Tis of no use adding one or two Span- 
ittds to fill vacancies; that is only 
poaring a fiask of good wine into a 
hogshead of vinegar; it changes to 
vinegar likewise.* Your Majesty will 
800Q be able to reorganise the council 
It a blow ; so that Italians or Span- 
Ms, as you choose, may entirely 
govern the country." * 

Such being his private sentiments 
with regard to his confidential advisers, 
it may be supposed that his inter- 
ooorse with his council during the 
yttr was not like to be amicable. 
Horeover, he had kept himself, for the 
&U)8t part, at a distance from the seat 
<rf government. During the military 
operations in Holland, his head-quar- 
teis had been at Amsterdam. Here, 
uthe 3rear drew to its close, he had 
become as unpopular as in Brussels, 
^e time-serving and unpatriotic 
Hu^hers, who, at the beginning of 
^ siHing, set up his bust in their 
lumees, and would give large sums for 
his picture in little, tiow broke his 



1 Corraapondance de Philippe U., ii. 1234, 
Pi 8A9, note. 

•IWd., ii 1234.— "Yendo los poniendo 
poco ik poco, lofl que eetdn gastan & los que 
oitnQ, que es como heo^r un jarro do 
Duen vino en ouba de vinagre, que lo con- 
vierteluegoenvinagre." > Ibid. 
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images, and tore his portrait from their 
walls ; for it was evident that tho power 
of his name was gone, both with prince 
and people. Yet, certainly, those 
fierce demonstrations which had for- 
merly surrounded his person with such 
an atmosphere of terror had not slack- 
ened or become less frequent than 
heretofore. He continued to prove 
that he could be barbarous, both on a 
grand and a minute scale. Even an in 
preceding years, he could ordain whole- 
sale massacres with a breath,- and 
superintend in person the executions 
of individuals. This was illustrated, 
among other instances, by the cruel 
fdte of Uitenhoove.* That unfortu- 
nate nobleman, who had been taken 
prisoner in the course of the sunmier, 
was accused of having been engaged 
in the capture of Brill, and was, there- 
fore, condemned by the Duke to be 
roasted to death before a slow fire. 
He was, accordingly, fastened by a 
chain, a few feet in length, to a stake, 
aroimd which the fagots were lighted. 
Here he was kept in slow tortiu^e for a 
long time, insulted by the gibes of the 
laughing Spaniards who surrounded 
him — until the executioner and his 
assistants, more humane than their 
superior, despatched the victim with 
their spears — a mitigation of punish- 
ment which was ill received by Alva,*^ 
The Governor had, however, no reason 
to repiain longer in Amsterdam. Har- 
lem had fallen; Alkmaar was relieved; 
and Leyden — destined in its second 
siege to furnish so signal a chapter to 
the history of the war — was belea- 
guered,* it was true, but, because 
known to be imperfectly supplied, was 
to be reduced by blockade rather than 
by active operations. Don Francis 
Valdez was accordingly left in com- 
mand of the siege,^ which, however, 
after no memorable occurrences, was 
raised, as will soon be related. 

The Duke had contracted in Am- 
sterdam an enormous amount of debt, 

* Brandt, Hist, der Ref. in do Nedorl., d. 
i. b. X. 646. Hoofd, viii. 438. 

» Brandt, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

« Bor, vi. 472. 

7 Ibid. Hoofd, viii. 830. 
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>Kit li public and private. He accord- 
ingly, early in November, caused a 
proclamation U) be marie throughout 
the city }>y fK)und of trumpet, that all 
jftrrmiiH having demands upon him 
were to present their claims, in person, 
iifKm a Hpeci fieri day.^ During the 
night preceding the day so appointed, 
the I>iike and his tniin very noiselessly 
tri(;k th(}ir dei>arture, without notice 
or beat of drum.'' By this masterly 
generalship his unhappy creditors were 
foiled upon the very eve of their anti- 
cipated triumph; the heavy accounts 
whicli had been contratttid on the faith 
of the King and the Governor, remain- 
e<l for the most ]>ai*t unpaid, and many 
o[>ulent and respectable famiUes were 
reduced t<» }>eggary.^ Such was the 
conHetpience of the unlimited confi- 
dence which they had reposed in the 
honour of thcdr tyrant. 

On the 17th of November, Don Luis 
do Ke(iueHens y Cufiiga, Grand Com- 
mander of Saint Jago, the a])pointed 
successor of Alva, arrived in Brussels, 
wliero he was received with great re- 
joicings. The Duke, on the same day, 
wrote to the King, " kissing his feet " 
for thus relieving him of his functions. 
There was, of course, a profuse inter- 
cliange of courtesy between the de- 
parting and the newly-arrived Gover- 
nors. Alva wat willing to remain a 
little while, to assist his successor with 
his advice, but preferred that the 
Grand Commander should immedi- 
ately assume the reins of ofl&ce. To 
this Requesens, after much respectful 
reluctsmce, at length consented. On 
the 2i)th of November he accordingly 

^ Iloofd, viii. 329, 330. 

2 Jbul.— Oonipjiro Correspondance Charles 
IX. find Moiid<nicct; Com. Roy. de I'llist., 
iv. 840, sqq. — "Et craigfnaur," says the 
envoy, " toutes sortes do persi»nncH d qu'il 
cat deu arj^oiit que so tonir ainsi roserro no 
8oit nng commencement pour peu d pou so 
IMirtir tout en untf coup sans dire adieu, 
monquant son cnxlit on Anvers et ailleurs 
conmic ilz voicnt qu'il faict. Co que je no 
j)uis crijyro tju'il vcuillo'laire, et queavec la 
dis^n-iico des uflfiiires publicques qu'il laisse 
on mnuvais cstat, il vouille aiusi engager son 
imrticulior. Nous verrons," etc , etc. 

» H(K»fd, viii. 321», 330 

* Bor, vi. 474. Uoofd, viii. 331. Corresp. 
de Philippe II., ii. V2m, 1284. 

» Conxspoudunco do Philippe II., ii 1291. 
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took the oaths, at Bmssels, aa Lieute- 
nant-Governor and Captain-General, in 
presence of the Duke of Aerschoty 
Baron Berlaymont, the Preaident of 
the Council, and other functionaries.^ 

On the 18th of December the Duke 
of Alva departed from the provinces 
for ever.'* With his further career 
this history has no concern, and it is 
not desirable to enlarge upon the per- 
sonal biography of one whose name 
certainly never excites pleasing emo- 
tions. He had kept his bed for the 
greater part of the time during the 
last few weeks of his government — 
partly on account of his gout, partly 
to avoid being seen in his humiliation, 
but mainly, it was said, to escape the 
pressing demands of his creditors.* 
He expressed a fear of travelling home- 
ward through France, on the ground 
that he might very probably receive a 
shot out of a window as he went by. 
Ho complained patheticady that, after 
all his labours, he had not "gained the 
approbation of the King," while he 
had incurred "the malevolence and 
universal hatred of every individual in 
the country." Mondoucet, to whom 
he made the observation, was of the 
same opinion, and informed his master 
that the Duke " held engendered such 
an extraordinary hatred in the hearts 
of all persons in the land, that they 
would have fireworks in honour of hui 
departure if they dared." ^ 

On his journey from the Nether- 
lands, he is said to have boasted that 
he had caused eighteen thousand six 
hundred inhabitants of the provinces 
to be executed during the period of 

* " 11 a toujours gard6 lo Hot, soit 

qu'il a los gouttos, ou bion qu'il ne se veuille 
monstrer an moudo pr mauvais succes qu'il 
a ous — il laissa le lyct sans encores passer 
outre, plus a ce que je veois de crainte des 
importunitez et demandemens d'argent 
dout il est fort presse." — Corresp. Charles 
IX. and Mondoucet. Com. Roy. de I'Hist., 
iv. 340, sqq. 

1 Corresp. de Charles TX. et Mondoucet 
Com. Roy. do I'Hist., iv. 840, sqq.—Tbe 
Duke used nearly the language which the 
poet, at a little later epoch, was placing in 
the mouth of another tyrant— 

" There is no creature loves me, 
Aad, if I die, no soul will pity me." 

'-King Richard IIL 
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his government.^ The number of 
those who bad perished by battle, 
siege, starvation, and massacre, defied 
computation. The Duke was well re- 
ceived by his royal master, and remained 
in fevoiu: until a new adventure of Don 
Frederic brought father and son into 
disgrace. Having deceived and aban- 
doned a maid of honour, he suddenly 
espoused his cousin, in order to avoid 
that reparation by marriage which was 
demanded for his offence.^ In conse- 
quence, both the Duke and Don Fre- 
deric were imprisoned and banished, 
nor was Alva released till a general of 
experience was reqiiired for the con- 
quest of Portugal.^ Thither, as it 
were with fetters on his legs, he went. 
After having accomplished the military 
enterprise entrusted to him, he fell into 
a lingering fever, at the termination of 
which he was so much reduced that he 
was only kept alive by milk, which he 
drank m>m a woman s breast.^ Such 
was the gentle second childhood of the 
man who had almost literally been 
drinking blood for seventy years. He 
died on the 12th December, 1582.'^ 

The preceding pages have been writ- 
ten in vain, if an elaborate estimate be 
now required of his character. His 
picture has been painted, as far as pos- 
sible, by his own hand. His deeds, 
which are not disputed, and his written 
words, illustrate his nature more fully 
than could be done by the most elo- 
quent pen. No attempt has been made 
to exaggerate his crimes, or to extenu- 
ate his superior qualities. Virtues he 
had none, tmless military excellence 
be deemed, as by the Romans, a virtue. 
In war, both as a science and a practi- 
cal art, he excelled all the generals who 
were opposed to him in the Nether- 
lands, and he was inferior to no com- 
mander in the world during the long 
and bdligerent period to which his life 
belonged. Louis of Nassau possessed 
high reputation throughout Europe as 
a skilful and daring general. With 
raw volunteers he had overthrown an 
aimv of Spanish regulars, led by a Ne- 
iherland chieftain of fame and expe- 

1 Bor, vi. 474. Hoofd, viii. 832. Reidanl 
I i. 10. Apologie d'Orango. 88. 
>YieduI>ucd'A]be,ii. Hoofd, 382. 
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rience ; but when Alva took the field 
in person the scene was totally clianged. 
The Duke dealt him such a blow at 
Jemmingen as would have disheartened 
for ever a less indomitable champion. 
Never had a defeat been more absolute. 
The patriot army was dashed out of 
existence, almost to a man, and its 
leader, naked and beggared, though not 
dishetutened, sent back into Germany 
to construct his force and his schemes 
anew. 

Having thus flashed before the eyes 
of the coimtry the full terrors of liis 
name, and vindicated the ancient mili- 
tary renown of his nation, the Duke 
was at liberty to employ the consum- 
mate tactics, in which he could have 
given instruction to all the world, 
against his most formidable antagonist. 
The country, paralysed with fear, looked 
anxiously but supinely upon the scien- 
tific combat between the two great 
champions of Despotism and Protes- 
tantism which succeeded It was soon 
evident that the conflict could ter- 
minate in but one way. The Prince 
had considerable military abilities, and 
enthusiastic courage; he lost none of 
his well-deserved reputation by the 
imf ortunate issue of his campaign ; he 
measured himself in arms with the 
great commander of the age, and defied 
him day after day, in vain, to mortal 
combat; but it was equally certain 
that the Duke's quiet game was played 
in the most masterly manner. His 
positions and his encampments were 
taken with faultless judgment, his 
skirmishes wisely and coldly kept 
within the prescribed control, whUe 
the inevitable dissolution of the oppos- 
ing force took place exactly as he had 
foreseen, and within the limits which 
he had predicted. Nor in the disas- 
trous commencement of the year 1572 
did the Duke less signally manifest bis 
military genius. Assailed as he was 
at every point, with the soil suddenly 
upheaving all around him, as by an 
earthquake, he did not lose his firm- 
ness nor his perspicacity. Certainly, if 
he had not been so soon assisted by that 



8 Vie du Due d'Albc. Hooftl, ubi sup. 
* Von Raunier, Gesch. Euroj^ns. Hi. 170. 
6 Vio du Due d'Albe. Woofd, ubi sup. 
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oth^r earthquake, which on Saint Bar- 
tholoniewH Day canned all Christen- 
d(Mn to tremble, and shattered the re- 
cent Htructure of Protefitant Freedom 
in the NetherLinds, it might have been 
woriie for hiw reputation. With Moos 
Bafc, the Flemish frontier guarded, 
France faithful, and thirty thousand 
men under the Prince of Orange in 
Bnibant, the heroic brothers might 
well believe that the Duke was "at 
their mercy." ITie treason of Charles 
IX. "smote them as with a club," as 
the Prince exclaimed in the bitterness 
of his spirit. Under the circumstances, 
his second campaign w^is a predestined 
failure, and Alva easily vanquished 
him by a renewed application of those 
dilatory arts which ho so well under- 
stood. 

The Duke's military fame was un- 
questionable when he came to the 
provinct^s, and both in stricken fields 
and in long campaigns, he shewed how 
thoroughly it had been deserved ; yet 
he left the Netherlands a baffled man. 
The Prince might bo many times de- 
feated, but ho was not to be con- 
cpiered. As Alva penetrated into the 
heart of the ancient Batavian land he 
found himself overmatched as he had 
never been before, even by the most 
potent generals of his day. More 
audacious, more inventive, more des- 
})erate than all the commanders of 
that or any other age, the spirit of 
national freedom now taught the 
o])}n-ertrior that it w;is invincible, ex- 
cept by annihilation. The same les- 
son had been read in the same thickets 
by the Nervii to Julius Cicsar, by the 
Batavians to the legions of Vespasian ; 
and now a loftier and a purer flame 
than that which inspired the national 
Rtruj^gl«»s agsvhist R<mio glowed within 
the brearitrt of the descendants of the 
same people, and inspired them with 
the tftiength which comes from reli- 
gious enthusiasm. More experienced, 
more subtle, more jMilitic than Her- 
mann; more devoted, more patient, 
more magnanimous tlian Civilis, and 
equal to either in valour and deter- 
mination, William of Onmge wjis a 
worthy embodiment of the Christian 
national resistance of the German race 
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to a foreign tyranny. Alva had en- 
tered the Netherlands to deal with 
them as with conquered provinoes. He 
found that the conquest was still to 
be made, and he left the land without 
having accomplished it. Through the 
sea of blood, the Hollanders felt that 
they were passing to the promised 
Land. More royal sc^diers fell during 
the seven months' siege of Harlem 
than the rebels had lost in the defeat 
of Jemmingen, and in the famous cam- 
paign of Brabant. At Alkmaar the 
rolling' waves of insolent conquest 
were stayed, and thfi- tide then ebbed 
for ever. 

The accomplished soldier struggled 
hopelessly with the wild and passion- 
ate hatred which his tyranny had pro- 
voked.^ Neither his legions nor his 
consummate strategy availed him 
against an entirely desperate people. 
As a military commander, therefore, 
he gained, upon the whole, no addi- 
tional laurds during his long adminis- 
tration of the Netherlands. Of all 
the other attributes to- be expected in 
a man appointed to deal with a free 
country, in a state of incipient re- 
bellion, he manifested a signal defi- 
ciency. As a financier, he exhibited a 
wonderful ignorance of the first prin- 
ciples of ix)litical economy. No man 
before, ever gravely proposed to es- 
tablish confiscation as a permanent 
source of revenue to the state ; yet the 
annual product, from the escheated 
property of slaughtered heretics was 
regularly relied upon, during his ad- 
ministration, to replenish the Kuig's 
treasury, and to support the war of 
extermination against the King's sub- 
jects. Nor did statesman ever before 
expect a vast income from the com- 
merce of a nation devoted to almost 
universal maflsacre. During the daily 
decimation of the people's lives, he 
thought a daily decimation of their 
industry possible. His persecutions 
swept the land of those industrious 
classes which had made it the rich 
and prosperous commonwealth it had 
been so lately; while, at the same 
time, he found a " Peruvian mine," as 
he pretended, in the imposition of a 
tenth penny upon every one of its 
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commercial transactions. He thought - his master, however, he seemed, by 



that a people, crippled as this had 
been by the operations of the Blood 
Council^ oould pay ten per cent, not 
annually but daily ; not upon its in- 
come, but upon its a^tal ; not once 
only, but every time tiie value consti- 
tuting the eapfbal changed, hands. He 
had boasted that he should require no 
funds from Spain, but* that, on the 
contrary, he diould make annual re- 
mittanoes to the royal treasury at 
home, from the proceeds of his im- 
posts and confiscations ; yet, notwith- 
■ afawwiing these resources, and notwith- 
standing tweoly-five millions of gold 
in five years, sent by Philip from 
Madrid, the exchequer of the pro- 
vinces was barren and bankrupt when 
his successor arrived. Requesens 
found neither a penny in the public 
treasury nor the means of raising one. 
As an administrator of Idie civil and 
judicial affairs of the ooimtry, Alva at 
once reduced its institutions to a fright- 
ful rimplicity. In the place of the 
ancient laws of which the Nether- 
landere were so proud, he substituted 
the Blood Council. This tribunal was 
even more arbitrary than the Inquisi- 
tion. Never was a simpler apparatus 
for tyranny devised, than this great 
labour-saving machine. Never was so 
great a quantity of murder and rob- 
bery achieved with such despatch and 
regularity. Senten'ces> executions, and 
confiscations, to an incredible extent, 
were tamed out daily with appalling 
precialon. For this invention, Alva is 
alone responsible. The tribunal and 
its councUlors were the work and the 
creatures of his hand« and faithfully 
did th^ accomplish the dark purpose 
of their existence. Nor can it be 
mged, in extenuation of the Gover- 
nor's crimes, that he was but the blind 
and fanaticflJly loyal slave of his sove- 
reign. A noble nattu*e could not have 
eontaminated itself with such slaughter- 
house work, but might have sought to 
mitigate the royal policy, without f or- 
Bwearing allegiance. A nature less 
rigid than iron would at least have 
manifested compunction, as it found 
^itself converted into a fleshless instru- 
I ment of ma^eacre. More decided than 



his promptness, to rebuke the dilatory 
genius of Philip. The King seemed, 
at times, to loiter over his work, teasing 
and tantalising his appetite for venge- 
ance, before it should be gi'atitied. 
Alva, rapid and brutal, scorned siuih 
epicureanism. H e stn )de with gigantic 
steps over haughty statutes and popu- 
lar constitutions; crushing alike the 
magnates who claimed a bench of 
monarchs for their jury, and the 
ignoble artisans who could appeal only 
to the laws of thwr land. From the 
pompous and theatrical scaffolds of 
Egmont and Horn, to the nineteen 
halters prepared by Master Karl, to 
hang up the chief bakers and brewers 
of Brussels on their own thresholds — 
from the beheading of the twenty 
nobles on the Horse-market, in the 
opening of the Governor's career, to 
the roasting alive of Uitenhoove at its 
dose — from the block on which fell 
the honoured head of Antony Straalen, 
to the obscure chair in which the 
ancient gentlewoman of Amsterdam 
suffered death for an act of vicarious 
mercy — from one year's end to ano- 
ther's — from the njost signal to the 
most squalid scenes of sacrifice, the 
eye and hand of the great master 
directed, without weariness, the task 
imposed by the sovereign. 

No doubt the work of almost indis- 
criminate massacre had been duly 
mapped out. Not often in history has 
a governor arrived to administer the 
affairs of a province, where the whole 
population, three millions strong, had 
been formally sentenced to death. 
As time wore on, however, he even 
surpassed the bloody instructions which 
he had received. He waved aside the 
recommendations of the Blood Council 
to mercy; he dissuaded the monarch 
from attempting the path of clemency, 
which, for secret reasons, Philip was 
inclined ab one period to attempt. 
The Governor had, as he assured the 
Eling\ been using gentleness in vain, 
and ne was now determined to try 
what a little wholesome severity could 
effect. These words were writteii 
immediately after the massacres at 
Harlem. 
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W x'-i a'; iLe 'ijx^yjcjihhd at Mons, and 
Kfe4ii'i«:'i^. iutJ'i Me'.ijJiii- and by the 
<jijuj^<j':\ t)i 'J'urjjuii*-,. da ly, for six 
y«5&ie ivjj;^, fcftiJl crj'iijg intui the 
^oi.jjd. he tax«?^] LiwiSfelf witL a mis- 
jAi^xni and f'-^^Jifcb teu^ierneas to the 
\j*si}]A*i. Jie afc*ure<i tlie King that 
wlKr-ij AJkujaar kLould T^e taken, he 
would \i*A Kj^re a " liviug tsoul 'dui<m*^ 
ite whole jx<»pulali<^j ; " and, a« his 
\nuniu'^ at] vice, he recommended that 
et^y *:Uy in tfte J^'etherlandg diould It 
i/u.rn*,d Oj the fjrt/und, exce^/t a few 
which QK)n\<\ Ixj rxx'Uiiied permanently 
by the royal tro(i\t»} On the whole. 
BO liiiiKh<^l a picture of a i>erfect and 
al^^lute tyranny ha« rarely been pre- 
Hentcl to mankind by hiKt^jr}', as in 
Alva'« administration of the Nether- 
lands. 

'J'he tenH of thoiiBands in those 
miHun^Ati provinces who fell victims 
to the gallows, the sword, the stake, 
the Uving j^ve, or if) living banish- 
ttjent, have never Ijeen counted; for 
those statistics of barbarity are often 
efi':iced from human record. Enough, 
however, is known, and enough has 
}>een recited in the preceding pages. 
Ko ni^Kle in whicjh human beings have 
ever caused their fellow-creatures to 
suffer, was omitted from daily practice. 
Men, women, and children, old and 

?roung, nobles and pau]jers, opulent 
)urghers, hospital jKitients, lunatics, 
deiul boflies, all were indiscriminately 
iimde to fuinish f(H>d for tlie scaffold 
and tlie strike.'' Men were tortured, 
behejwlcjd, hanged by the neck and by 
the legs, bunied before slow fires, 
jnnched to death with red-hot tcmgs, 
broken u]>on the wheel, starved, and 
flayed alive. Their skins, stripped from 
the living }H>dy, were stretched upon 
drums, to be beaten in the march of 
tln'ir brethren to the gallows.' The 
Ixxlios of many wlio had died a natural 
death were cxhumefl, and their fester- 
ing remains hanged upon the gibbet, 

1 Currosi^mdaiico do Philii>i>o II., ii. 1276. 

2 "— ^ ploiKlcnni, rovcii on ruiton. vcr- 
jafrciHMi vorwfN'Ntnii, in't vaiiKC-'i^ u» Hiuumon, 
ill 't iKtiinoii, vonlrijvoM en ^oo'loron coufis- 
qiion-n. j:i in 't Itrmuliii on hl.mkon. IiiinKon, 
k«>pi.rn. luu'kon,nioyl)nikonniotHf>;nJM:lijko 
tiii-MifntnnpiJni^'i'nnn vi nnoonlon do (inJer- 
buiun, Hu wcl e<lolu al& unvdolo, urniu old 



77*-? Rose of the Dutch Republic. [1573. 

on pretext that they had died without 
receiving the sacrament, bat in reality 
that their property might become the 
legitimate prey of the treasury.* Mar- 
riages of long standing were dissolved 
by order of govermnent, that rich 
heiresses might be married against 
their will to foreignen whom they 
abhorred.^ Women and children were 
executed for the crime of assisting 
' their fugitive husbands and parents 
I with a penny in their utmost need, 
, and even for consoling them with a 
letter in their exile.' Such was die 
regular course of affairs as administered 
by the Blood Council The additional 
lorbarities conmiitted amid the sadL 
j and ruin of those blazing and starving 
cities, are almost beyond belief; un- 
Ixim infants were torn from the living 
bodies of their mothers; women and 
children were violated by thousands; 
and whole populations burned and 
hacked to pieces by soldiers in every 
mode which cruelty, in its wanton 
ingenuity, could devise.' Such was 
the adnodnistration, of which Vargas 
affirmed, at its close, that too much 
mercy, " nimia mixricordia" had been 
its ruin.® 

Even Philip, inspired by secret views, 
became wearied of the Governor, who, 
at an early period, had already given 
offence by his arrogance. To comme- 
morate his victories, the Viceroy had 
erected a colossal 'statue, not to his 
monarch, but to himself. To proclaim 
the royal pardon, he had seated himself 
upon a golden throne. Such insolent 
airs could be ill forgiven by the abso- 
lute King. Too cautious to provoke 
an open rupture, he allowed the Go- 
vernor, after he had done all his work, 
and more than all his work, to retire 
without disgrace, but without a tri- 
umph. For the sins of that adminis- 
tration, master and servant are in equal 
measure responsible. 

The character of the Duke of Alva, 

rijkc, ji)nk nls oud, weduwen en weeson, 
nmnnon, vi-ouwou on nuiogdon." — 8ond- 
briof in forme von Bupplicatie, etc., in i3ur, 
vi. 4t)7. 

« Sendbriof, etc., Bor, vi. 467. 

* Ibid. 6 Ibid. • Ibid. T Ibid. 

8 Motoreo, iv. Sd. 
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BO fur as the NetherlaiidB are eoncem- 
ed, aeems ahnoet like acarioftture. Ab 
a creation of fiotioiiy it would seem 
grotesqae: yet even that hardy, his- 
torical acepticiflm, which delignts in 
leFernng tiie jndgment of centuries, 
and in re-eetablishing reputations long 
since degraded to the dust, must find 
it difficult to alter this man's position. 
Ko hiatorioal decision is final; an ap- 



Balladi. 
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peal to a more remote posterity, found- 
ed upon more accurate evidence, is al- 
ways valid ; but when the verdict has 
beenipronounced upon facts which are 
undisputed, and upon testimony from 
the criminal's lips, there is little chance 
of a reversal of the sentence.^ It is 
an.affectation of philosophical candour 
to extenuate vices which are not only 
avowed, but claimed as virtues. 



NOTE. 



As specimens of the songs made by 
the people while Alva was making 
their laws, the author ventures the 
fdlowing trax^tions of popular bal- 
lads, llie originals may be found, 
the one in the oollection of Ernst 
Miinch; Niederlandsches Museum, I., 
125, 126: the other in Van Vloten's 
excellent republication of Netherland 
Historical Songs. — Nederlandsehe Ges- 
chiedzangen, i, 393. Professor Alt- 
meyer has also quoted Uiem in his 
" Suoomsale du IMbunal de Sang.*' 

*' Slaet op den tromeile, van dirre dom deyne ; 
Slaet op den tromele, van dirre dom 
does: 
Slaet op den tromele, van dirre dom deyne, 
Vive )e gens! is nu de loe». 

*<De ^Mhensche Inqtdsitie, voor Godt ma- 
^tie, 
De Spaensche Inquisitie, als draecz 
bluet fel; 
De Spaensche luatdsitie glievoelt punitie, 
De Sparaofldie Inquisitie ontvaelt haer 
spdL 

"Vive le geus I wilt ohrlstenlyk Idven, 
Vive M geus ! houdt fraeye nioet: 
Vive lb Reus 1 Godt behoedt voor sneven, 
Tlve le geus ! edel christen bloedt." 

1 The time is past when it could be said 
that the cruelty of Alva, or the enormities 
of bis administration, have been exajprgrerated 
by party violence. Human invention is in- 
capable of outstripping the tnith upon this 
subject. To attempt the defence of either 
the man or his measures at the present day 
is to convict oneself of an amount of igno- 
rance or of bigotry against which history 
ud argument are alike powerless. The 
publication of the Duke's letters in the cor- 
respondence of Simancas and in the Besan- 
?on papers, together with that compact 
mass or horror, long before the world under 
the title of " Sententien van Alva," in which 
a portion only of the sentences of death and 
VOL. IL 



TRANSLATION. 

Beat the drum gaily, rub a dow, rub a dub; 

Beat the drum gaily, rub a dub, rub a dow ; 
Beat the drum gaily, rub a dow, rub a dub ;— 

Long live the Beggars 1 is the watchword 
now. 

The Spanish Inquirition, withottt intermis- 
sion — 
The Sponisl) Inquisition has drunk our 
blood; 
The Spauish Inqtdsition, may Ctod's male- 
diction 
Blast the Spanish Inquisition and all her 
brood. 

Long live the BeRgars I wilt thou Christ's 
word cherish- 
Long live the Beggars I be bold of heart 
and hand ; 
Long live the Beggars! Ood will not see 
thee perish; 
Long live the Beggars 1 oh noble Christian 

"De Paus en Papisten, Gods handt doot 
beven, 
De Paus en Fapisten zyn t' eynden haer 
raet: 
De Paus en Papisten wreet bovcn schreven, 
Ghy Paus en Papisten, soot nu oflaet. 

" 'T swaert is getrokken, certoyn godts wraec 
naeot, 
'T swaert is getrokken, daer Joannes a 
flchryfb; 



banishment pronounced by him during his 
reign, have been copied from the official re- 
cords—these in themselves would be a suffi- 
cient justification of all the charges ever 
brought by the most bitter contemporary 
of Holland or Flanders. If the investiga- 
tor should remain sceptical, however, let 
him examine the " Registro des Condamnes 
et Bannis k cause des Tro\ibles des Pays 
Bas," in three, together with the Records 
of the "Conseil des Troubles," in forty- 
three folio volumes, in the Royal Archives 
at Brussels. After going through all these 
chronicles of iniquity, the most determined 
historic doubter will probably throw up" the 



«S The KUe nfthe Dutch E^uhlic, [1573. 
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* .„,:,.,> hticre«i wtuch the tyranny ot Alva had 
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PAET IV. 

ABMINiSTRATION OF THE GRAND COMMANDER 

1573-1576. 



CHAPTEB L 

Pr e vkw ia career of Beqnesens— Philip's passion for detail — ^Apparent and real purposes of 
gOTemment — Univttrsal desire for peace — Correspondraice of leading ro3^di8ts with 
Orange— Bankruptcy of the exchequer at Alva's deputure— Expensive nature of the 
war — ^Pretence of nmdness on the part of the CommaJider — His private views — Distress 
of Mondragon at Middelburg — Crippled condition of 'Holland— Orange's secret negotia- 
tions with Prance— Sc Aldegondes views in captivity— Expedition to relieve Middel- 
haxg< — Counter preparations of Orange — Defeat m the expeaition^<?apittdation of Mon- 
dragon — ^Plans of Orange and his brothers — An army under Count LiouiB crosses the 
Bhkie — Measiures taken by Bequesens— Manoeuvres of Avila and of Louis— The two 
armies in &oe at Mook— Battle of Mook-heath — Overthrow and death of Count Louis — 
The phantom hatUe— Character of Louis of Nassau— Painful unoertaintv as to his fate- 
Periodical mutinies of the Spanish troops characterised— Mutiny after the battle of Mook 
— Antwerp attacked and occupied — ^Insolent and oppressive conduct of the mutineers — 
Offers of Bequesens reAised — ^Mutiny in the citadel— Exploits of Salvatierra — Terms of 
oompo8ition---SoldierB' feast on the mere— Successful expedition of Admiral Boisot. 



Thi horrors of Alva's administration 
bad caused men to look back with 
fondness upon the milder and more 
graduating tyranny of the Dudiess 
Ksrgaret. fVom the same cause the 
advent of the Grand Commander was 
bailed with pleasure^ and with a mo- 
mentary gleam of hope. At any rate, 
it was a relief that the man in whom 
an almost impossible perfection of 
cnielty seemed embodied was at last 
to be withdrawn. It was certain that 
bis saccessor, however ambitious of 
Mowing in Alva's footsteps, would 
itever be able to rival the intensity 
and the unswerving directness of pur- 
pose which it had been permitted to 
the Duke's nature to attain. The new 
Govemor-Gteneral was, doubtless, hu- 
nutti, and it had been long since the 



Netherlanders imagined anything in 
conmion between tiiemselves and the 
late Viceroy. 

Apart from this hope, however, there 
was little encouragement to be derived 
from anything positively known of the 
new functionary, or the poUcy which 
he was to represent. Don Luis de 
Bequesens and Cuiiiga, Grand Com- 
mander of Castile and late Governor 
of Milan, was a man of mediocre abili- 
ties, who possessed a reputation for 
moderation and sagacity which he 
hardly deserved. His military prowess 
had been chiefly displayed in the 
bloody and barren battle of Lepanto, 
where his conduct and counsel were 
supposed to have contributed, in some 
measure, to the victorious result.^ His 
administration at Milan had been cha- 



) 



1 Bor vii. 477. 



s Strada, viii 40JHK)8. Mendoza, x. 222, 223. 
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of Dw inaRtcr was cociiidered the only 
iiiit' which could duly superintend these 
I'Ht-ikti'H and thorie intcreBt& Much in- 
I'apiu'ity to govern waa revealed in this 
iiioniiiiato patwion to administer. His 
mind, ooustantly fatigue<l by petty 
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that he had arriyed at the concluaion | confiscation. The common people and 
that the royal chagrin was but dia- j the grand aeigniore were alike weary 
simulation, intended to dispose the ■ "* *^'' *"*" ^"* ~~''— * — -^ — * — • 
Kether]ander8«to thoughts of an im- 
possible peace, and that he considered 



the present merely a breathing time, 
in which still more active preparations 
might be made for cnishiDg the re- 
beUion.^ It was now evident to the 
world tJiiat the revolt had reached a 
stage in which it could be terminated 
(Hily by absolute conquest or con- 
cession. 

To conquer the people of the pro- 
vinces, except by extermination, seem- 
ed difficult — ^to judge by the seven 
years of execution, sieges, and cam- 
paigns, which had now passed without 
a definite result. It ^-as, therefore, 
thought expedient to employ conces- 
sion. The new GU>vemor accordingly, 
in case the Netherlanders would aban- 
don every object for which they had 
been so heroically contending, was 
empowered to concede a pardon. It 
was expressly enjoined upon him, how- 
ever, that no conciliatory measures 
should be adopted in which the King's 
absolute supremacy, and the total pro- 
hibition of every form of worship but 
the B<»nan CaUiolic, were not assumed 
as a basis.* Now, as the people had 
been contending at least ten years long 
for constitutional rights against pre- 
rogative, and at least seven for liberty 
of ocmscience against papistry, it was 
easy to foretell how much effect any 
negotiations thus commenced were 
likely to produce. 

Yet, no doubt, in the Netherlands 
there was a most earnest longing for 
peace. The Catholic portion of the 
population were desirous of a reconci- 
sation with their brethren of the new 
religion. The imiversal vengeance 
vhich had descended upon lieresy had 
not struck the heretics only. It was 
^fficult to find a fireside, Protestant 



of the war. Not only Aerschot and 
Tiglius, but Noircarmes and Berlay- 
mont, were desirous that peace should 
be at last compassed upon liberal 
terms, and the Prince of Orange fully 
and unconditionally pardoned.' Even 
the Spanish commanders had become 
disgusted with the monotonous but- 
chery which had stained their swords. 
Julian Romero, the fierce and un- 
scrupulous soldier upon whose head 
rested the guilt of the Naarden mas- 
sacre, addressed several letters to 
William of Orange, full of courtesy 
and good wishes for a speedy termina- 
tion of the war, and for an entire re- 
conciliation of the Prince with his 
sovereign.'* Noircarmes also opened a 
correspondence with the great leader 
of the revolt, and offered to do all in 
his power to restore peace and pro- 
sperity to the country. The Prince 
answiovd the courtesy of the Spaniard 
with equal, but barren, courtesy, for 
it was obvious that no definite result 
could be derived from such informal 
negotiations. To Noircarmes he re- 
sponded in terms of gentle but grave 
rebuke,^ expressing deep regret tihat a 
Netherland noble of such eminence, 
with so many others of rank and 
authority, should so long have sup- 
ported the Eling in his tyranny. He, 
however, exprewed his satisfaction that 
their eyes, however late, had opened 
to the enormous iniquity which had 
been practised in the coimtry, and he 
accepted the offers of friendship as 
frankly as they had been made. Not 
long afterm-ards, the Prince furnished 
his correspondent with a proof of his 
sincerity, by forwarding to him two 
letters which had been intercepted,' 
from certain agents of government to 
Alva, in which Noircarmes and others 
who had so long supported the Eling 



or Catholic, which had not been made | against their own country were spoken 
desolate by execution, banishment, or of in terms of menace and distrust 

1 Letter of Saint Goard, Archives, etc., iv. 
ML 

s Letter of Philip IL to Bequesens, 30th 
Kerch 1574. CcaTeepondance de Guiilaume 
leTuit.,iii.S95. 

* Letter of Bequeacne to Philip II. Crach- 
trd, Oorre^xaulance de Philippe IL, ii. 12^. 



* Gachard, Ct^rrespoudance de Guiilaume 
le Tadt , ill. 81-«7. 

» See the CorreapoDdence in Groen, v. 
Prinst., Archives, etc., iv. 301, 302. 

* Gachard, CorreFpondance de GnUkiume 
le Tacit, iiL 94. et acq. 
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1 i^ •■.■.• '. .'»'u':.r van: x Tr-n^r Tei.'oiin»eiifit durinc an 
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y /:.■■•■ I'.'.'.ir:'.; :: u ■" tf"; '.••.inuii. tiifl' tht yeiwlh cm had 
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if a/.y fi<aii h;i/l > the ^JIlli^:H of the King's pagan sub- 



jt;':tri in the primeval foreatfi of the 
New WriHd were made subsidiaiT to 
the extermination of his Netherland 
people, and the destruction of an 
Hneient civiliRation. To this end had 
(.'ijIuiiiImih discovered a hemisphere 
f(ir Cikstile and Aragon, and the 
Xuw Indies revealed their hidden 
treaHure. 

Forty millions of ducats had been 
Hpeiit Six and a half millions of ar- 
rearages * were due to the army, while 
ita current exi>en8es were six hundred 



\n- \, ■. .\. '.\ III.; .j...-.rti.i..ii, Hiiil woiiM ■ thousand a mouth.^ The mihtary ex- 
, .!/• jii,i.. iu.i., .ui.t l.ili'.ui- th.'iii ho I jKJUMt'S alone of the Netherlands were 

acc^nxliujjly more than seven millions 
of dollare} yearly, and the mines of the 
New World protluced. during the half 
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»• • ■ ""'1. ; rcsiKUi.iaucu do Ftiilipno II.. ii. 1-J. 4. 

- II-. i. I. .Ill i.i I 7 ibi.l. 
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Views of the Grand Commander. 



JDg one.^ The tenth penny had been 
long -virtually extinct, and was soon to 
be formally abolished. Confiscation 
had ceased to afford a permanent re- 
Tenue, and the estates obstinately re- 
fused to grant a dollar. Such was the 
condition to which the unrelenting 
tyranny and the financial experiments 
cl Alva had reduced the country. 

It was, therefore, obvious to Reque- 
sens that it would be useful at the 
moment to hold out hopes of pardon 
and reconciliation. He saw, what he 
bad not at first comprehended, and 
what few bigoted supporters of abso- 
lutism in any age have ever compre- 
bflnded, that national enthusiasm, 
when profound and general, makes a 
rebellion more expensive to the despot 
than to the insurgents. "Before my 
anivaly" wrote the Grand Commander 
to his sovereign, "I did not under- 
stand how the rebels could maintain 
such considerable fleets, while your 
Majesty could not support a single 
(Hie. It appears, however, that men 
irho are fighting for their lives, their 
firesideB, their property, and their 
biae religion, for their own cause, 
in short, are contented to receive 
Tations only, without receiving pay."* 
The moral which the new Governor 
drew from his correct diagnosis of the 
prevailing disorder was, not that this 
national enthusiasm should be respect- 
ed, but that it should be deceived. 
He deceived no one but himself, how- 
ever. He censured Noircarmes and 
Bomero for their intermeddling, but 
held out hopes of a general pacification.^ 
He repudiated the idea of any reconci- 
hstion between the King and Uie Prince 
of Orange, but proposed at the same 
time a settlement of the revolt.^ He 
had not yet learned that the revolt and 
William of Orange were one. Although 
the Prince himself had repeatedly of- 
fered *to withdraw for ever from the 
oountry, if his absence would expedite 
& settlement satisfactory to the pro- 
^Dces,' there was not a patriot in the 

^ Letter of Requesens. Correspondance 
dePhiUppe II., iL 1282b 

* Conrespondance de Philippe XL, ii. 1291. 

* IbkL iL 1393. 
♦Ibid. 
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Netherlands who could contemplate 
his departure without despair. More- 
over, they all knew better than did 
Requesens, the inevitable result of the 
pacific measures which had been daily 
foreshadowed. 

The appointment of the Grand 
Commander was in truth a desperate 
attempt to deceive the Netherlanders. 
He approved distinctly and heartily of 
Alva s policy,* but wrote to the King 
that it was desirable to amuse the 
people with the idea of another and a 
milder scheme. He affected to believe, 
and perhaps really did believe, that 
the nation would accept the destruc- 
tion of all their institutions, provided 
that penitent heretics were allowed to 
be reconciled to the Mother Church, 
and obstinate ones permitted to go 
into perpetual exile, taking with them 
a small portion of their worldly goods. 
For being willing to make this last and 
almost incredible concession, he begged 
pardon sincerely of the King. If cen- 
surable, he ought not, he thought, to 
be too severely blamed, for his loyalty 
was known. The world was aware how 
often he had risked his life for his Ma- 
jesty, and how gladly and how many 
more times he was ready to risk it in 
future. In his opinion, religion had, 
after all, but very little to do with the 
troubles, and so he confidentially in- 
formed his sovereign. Egmont and 
Horn had died Cati^olics, the people 
did not rise to assist the Prince's in- 
vasion in 1568, and the new religion 
was only a lever by which a few artful 
demagogues had attempted to over- 
throw the King's authority.^ 

Such views as these revealed the 
measure of the new Grovemor's capa- 
city. The people had really refused 
to rise in 1668, not because they were 
without sympathy for Orange, but 
because they were paralysed by their 
fear of Alva. Since those days, how- 
ever, the new religion had increased 
and multiplied everywhere, in the 
blood which had rained upon it. It 

' Correspondance do Guillaume le Tacit., 
894^00. 

• Letter of Requesens. Correspondance 
de Philippe II., ii. 1291 —"A mi parecer ha 
tenido mucha razon," etc., etc 

» Ibid. lbid.,*ii. 1293. 
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■•!i.! I Oi'l'.' ii'-' in '^hii re^tiri to the pardon. The 
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mice, dogs, cats, and such repulsive 
substitutes for food, to support life 
withaL^ It was necessary to take 
immediate measures to relieve the 



Saint Aldegonde m Prison. 105 

ence, to further the cause of the sufier- 
ing country.** 

At the same time, the Princd dreaded 
the effect of the promised pardon. He 
had reason to be distrustful of the 
general temper of the nation when a 
man like Samt Aldegonde, the enlight- 
ened patriot, and his own tried friend, 
was influenced by the discouraging and 
dangerous position in which he found 
hiuiHelf to abandon the high ground 
U]M)ii which they had both no long and 
so firmly stood. Saint Aldegonde had 
been held a strict priuoner since his 
capture at MaeslandsluiB, at the close 
of Alva's administration.^ It was, no 
doubt, a predicament attended with 
much keen suffering and positive dan- 
ger. It had hitherto been the uniform 
policy of the government to kill all 



On the other hand, the situation of 
the patriots was not very encouraging. 
Their superiority on the sea was un- 
questionable, for the Hollanders and 
Zealandere were the best sailors in 
the world, and they asked of their 
country no payment for their blood, 
hat thanks. The land forces, however, 
were usually mercenaries, who were 
spt to mutiny at the commencement 
of an action if, as was too of t«i the 
esse, their wages could not be paid 
HoUand wss entirely cut in twam by 
the loss of Harlem and the leaguer of 
Leyden, no communication between 

the dissevered portions being possible, | prisoners, of whatever rank. Accord- 
exoept with difficulty anddanger.' The ingly, some had been drowned, some 



The 
estates, although they had done much 
far ihe cause, and were prepared to do 
much more, were too apt to wrangle 
about economical details. They irri- 
tated the Prince of Orange by huck- 
stering about subsidies to a degree 
which his proud and generous nature 
eould hardly brook.* He had strong 
hopes from France. Louis of Nassau 
had held secret interviews with the 
Duke of Alenfon and the Duke of 
Anjou, now King of Poland, at Bla- 
mant^^ Alengon had assured him 
secretly, affectionately, and warmly, 
that he would be as sincere a friend 
to the cause as wm« his two royal 
bothers. The Count had even re- 



had been hanged, some beheaded, some 
poisoned in their dungeons — all had 
been murdered. This had been Alva's 
course. The Grand Commander also 
highly approved of the system,* but 
the capture of Count Bohsu by the 
patriots had necessitated a suspension 
of such rigour.^ It was certain that 
Bossu's head would fall as soon as 
Saint Aldegonde's, the Prince having 
expressly warned the government of 
this inevitable result ^° Notwithstand- 
ing Uiat security, however, for his 
eventual restoration to liberty, a Ne- 
therland rebel in a Spanish prison 
could hardly feel himself at ease. 
There were so many foot-marks into 



oeived one hiudred thousand Uvres j the cave, and not a single one coming 
in hand, as an earnest of the favour- forth. Yet it was not singular, how- 
aUe intentions of France,^ and was ' ever, that the Prince should read with 



DOW busily engaged, at the instance 
of the Prince, in levying an army in 
Germany for the relief of Leyden and 
tlie re^ of Holland, while William, on 
his part, was omitting nothing, whether 
Vy representations to the estates or by 
MGiet foreign miBsions and corresposd- 

1 Letter of De la Elnnder in Groen y. 
Frinst., Archiveti, etc., iv. 307, 308. 

3 Bor, viL 478. 

» Ibid., viL Kluit. Hiat. HoU. Staatareg., 
ti. Hoofdst. and BJilage, i 401-416. 

* Groen v. Prinat., iv. 268-278. De Thou, 
t tU. Ut. vii. 28-37. Hoofd, ix. 343, 344. 

• Archives et CoiresponOanoe, iv. 281. 



regret the somewhat insincere casuistry 
with which Samt Ald^onde sought to 
persuade himself and his fellow-coun- 
trymen, that a reconciliation with the 
monarch was de»rable, even upon un- 
worthy terms. Ue was somewhat 
shocked that so valiant and elo<|uent a 

« Bor, viiL 479, 488, 490. Hoofd, ix. 334, 
844. 

' Bor, vii. 481, 482. Archives et Oorrcs- 
pondance, iv. 237. 

• CorresiMDdance de Philippe II., iL 1291, 
445. » Ibid. 

w Bor, vii 482. 
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I.,., ..• .' ..s .' :.->r- • t •• ^ t.T'-- *•: :.u:.- - iz. r-TiLil-rS"* i: that 
I,, , .... M,i.. ■./ .. ■..:.,.•': \.v.:.-. \. ■ ...r '.ji-K .- ' -'. :\r7 I."*. d'Avib 
I, ..I.. .!....! .. ' . /:.•.- /.rr^ ', ..: r— -■! :- -Ar-..v!:\..-:rh.. d .f Fluih- 

,. ...-. • .'. '.; * '\ . : / .:.! ■xr.-r: Lr ^"v.-.rA 'rhe arnval of 

I. ... I ..... ■/. -I. ■ Y....7, \i..-.\ .. • K..v.-r . : f.^*?-- L'-i'i'^i. the two Com- 

III I ,. I ;:....'!. : t- i.'. 'i .'.'..i.-. :-:r4 xA.-r V. :iii'.;e .1 determined 

. I ...I... .. ,. '. '. .. : :•...';. V, ".i.K .v.vr:.;.*. '.. r-rir;: .r;*? tLe st.-\r\ing city 

' 'if Myidi/'-rr^.* At the flame time 

fifr:-.nx .r ii'r'.'iesen.^ marie his appear- 
iktif:*: in perM- n at Bergen op Z'M>m to 
f'.x\,':f\i*.n the def»arture of the stronger 
iiff.f.* Imt it war< not the intention of 
t.h#t I'rince of Orange to allow this 
(•x\n'f\\tinn. to save the city. The 
SpatiiHli j^^enerals, however valiant, 
I u«Ti5 t<i Iram that their genius was 
I not aiiiphihinnif, and that the Beggars 
of thf Sea were still invincible on 
tlu'ir i>wn clement, even if their bre- 
thrrn of tho land had occasionally 
(piailtKl. 

Admiral Boiaot's fleet had already 
iiiovtHl up t}ie Scheld and taken a po- 
Hit ion ntnirly opposite to Bergen op 
Zoom.* On tho '20th of January the 
Priiii'o of Orani:^\ embarking from 
Ziorick Zoe. i-ame to make them a 
\ isit U'fort* tho impending aotion. His 
iT-dlov, oonspiouous f»»r its elegant de- 
cvUMtii'ii.*. \v;w exix^sovl f'^r 9>^me time 
tv» tl'.o urtillorj' of tho fort, but provi- 
iloiiti^illy o!ik'ii!>e«.l unhaniieil. He as- 
?K'i!'.'.'!ovi :ill tho oSioors of h:3 armada, 
v\\. in brief but oloo^tioiit laniniai^e. 
vo!i«i!\k\l thoTLi how uoooswary it was 
•;•.• '.!v.* Tkiiv:i:'.'n of tho whole cmntry 
thtt thoy ^h.'u'.d vr-v-.-ut th- oity of 
M'''lo;'.v:-'4 '.ho key to the whole of 
/o.i!i"d. i!'-\'.u!y •.■.'••ri ".h-e :.-• L::t of 
.■,"..,^ ...-., r.,^, h.i:'«'..-* .t' rlio T\itriots — 
"■•■J" '.v;*'^ ••.*'.v w^.'«»ni*«". :-'Gi th"fir 
;' isi'. 0»' 'ho '««-i. I- ■-■-!**:;. zha H:I- 
■■.■■.■..•>* i:m! '.c.'I.i.-.'i ■■«.'«■»* \'ir^ IB ho=:e. 
'■'ii- ;'ii.-».:"^ i.-h- ■•■•■'!. V-;! T'o i*.i-'«'r«I. 
■■ii ■>.' .. -^ i: -!;.■•:■ :!:..-:!-^. Ther 
-..*■:• '.Ill If \ ■ .. li -iiii t" .* 'frv "Ir-.y 
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of blood in their Teins but they would 
BOfltain the Prince and the country ; 
and they solemnly vowed not only to 
serve, if necessaFy, without wages, but 
to sacrifice &11 that they possessed in 
the world rather than abandon the 
Gaose of their fafcherland^ Having by 
his presence and his language aroused 
their valour* to so high a pitch of en- 
thusiasm, the Prince departed for 
Delft, to make arrangements to drive 
the Spaniards from ti^e siege of Ley- 
den.* 

On- the 29th of January, the fleet of 
Romero sailed from Bei^n, disposed 
in three divisions, each numbering 
twenty-five vessels of different sizes. 
As the Grand Commander stood on 
the dyke of Schakerloo to witness the 
departure, a general salute was fired 
by the fleet in his honour, but with 
most unfortunate augury. The dis- 
chaif;e, by some accident, set fire to 
the magannes of one of the ships, 
whadk blew up with a terrible explo- 
rion, every soul on board perishing. 
The ezpedition^ nevertheless, con- 
tinued its way. Opposite Romerswael, 
tii0 fleet of Boisot awaited them, drawn 
up in battle array.' As an indication 
of the spirit which animated this hardy 
ned, it may be mentioned that Schot, 
captain of the flag-ship, had been left 
<m shore, dying of a pestilential fever. 
Admiral Boisot had appointed a Flush- 
Diger, Elaaf Elaafeoon, in his place. 
Just before the action, however, Schot, 
"icaroely able to blow a feather from 
bis mouth," staggered on board his 
ship, and claimed the command^ 
'Rm was no disputing a precedency 
Trliidi he had risen from his death-bed 
to vindicate. There was, however, a 
ihort discussion, as the enemy's fleet 
approached, between these rival cap- 
tama regarding the manner in which 
the Spaniards should be received. 
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^ Letter of De la Klunder in Archives de 
h HaiBon d'Orange, ir. 807— "Tellemeut 
I lee acldats que tous d'une m6me 



vox reqpondirent qu'iu ^toient prets d' 
sitter & son £xc. Jusques k la derm^re goutte 
delenr aaag, et que plus tot<)ue d'abandon- 
Mr la cause, aymeroient mieulz de seryir 
nn to Sana recevoir maille, voire 2k enchanger 
toot 06 qa*ila cat en ce mondc." 

' Archives de la Maison d'Orange, iv. 247, 
*i«q. 



Klaafzoon was of opinion that most of 
the men should go below till after the 
enemy's first discharge. Schot insisted 
that all should remain on deck, ready 
to g^pple with the Spanish fleet, and 
to board them without the least delay. 
The sentiment of Schot prevailed, and 
all hands stood on deck, ready with 
boarding-pikes and grappling-irons.' 

The first division of Romero came 
nearer, and delivered its first broadside, 
when Schot and Klaafzoon both fell 
mortally wounded. Admiral Boisot 
lost an eye,^ and many ofiicers and 
sailors in the other vessels were killed 
or wounded This was, however, the 
first and last of the cannonading. As 
many of Romero's vessels as could be 
grappled with in the narrow estuary 
found themselves locked in close em- 
brace with their enemies. A murder- 
ous hand-to-hand conflict succeeded 
Battle-axe, boarding-pike, pistol, and 
dagger were the weapons. Every man 
who yielded himself a prisoner was 
instantly stabbed and tossed into the 
sea by the remorseless Zealanders. 
Fighting only to kill, and not to 
plunder, they did not even stop to 
take the gold chains which many 
Spaniards wore on their necks. It 
had, however, been obvious from the 
beginning that the Spanish fleet were 
not likely to achieve that triumph 
over the patriots which was necessary 
before they could relieve Middelburg. 
The battle continued a little longer; 
but after fifteen shix)s had been 
taken and twelve hundred royalists 
slain, the remainder of the enemy's 
fleet retreated into Bergen.^ Romero 
himself, whose ship had grounded, 
sprang out of a port-hole and swam 
ashore, followed by such of his men 
as were able to imitate him. He 
landed at the very feet of the Grand 
Commander, who, wet and cold, had 

» Hoofd, ix. 836. Bor, vii. 479. Mendoza, 
xi. 225. Moteren, v. 89. 

* Hoofd, ix. 836.—" Zoo haast als hy een 
veder vandcn mondt blaazen kan quam met 
uoch UDgenesen licbaam weeder t'scheep." 

* Hoofd, ubi sup. 

« Ibid. Bor, vii. 479. 



f Meteren, v. 89. Hoofd, ix. 336. 
vii. 479. Mendoza^ xi £26, 227. 
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been gtandiog all <lay upon the dyke 
of Bcbakerlouj ill the midat of a pour- 
mg raic, ooly t& vvitiieea tlie total defeat 
of bifl armnda at laat.^ *' I tcild your 
Exeellency/* &aid Eomero^ coollyt as 
he climbedj aU drippiugp on the bank, 
*^ that I w£b« a land ligbtor and nut a 
sailor. If you wera to give me t|je 
eamm^iod c^f a liuiidred Seete, I bolievta 
tkait none uf tLem would fare better 
than tbi» lisua daiie/'* The Governor 
and hia discoLufited but pbiloaopliical 
lieiitenimt, then returned lo Bergen, 
and thence to Brueaele, aekuowledging 
that the city \A Middelburg muat fall; 
wiiile Sancho d'Avila, hearing of the 
difiafiter which had befallen hie eouutry- 
meii, brought hia floot, with the great- 
eut expedition , iMtck to Antwerp. Tbu^ 
the gallant Mondiagon wa^ abanduned 
to his fat©.^ 

That fate could no long£>r be pro- 
trotted. The city of Middolbui^ bad 
leaohedand pasaedthe starvation point. 
Still Mondragon waa detemiined not 
to yield at dtscretion, oltbough Tery 
willing to capitulate. The Prince of 
Orauge, after the victory of Bergen, 
wm deairouA of an uneciuditional ^ur- 
riender, believing it to be blfl rights 
and knawing that be could not be 
lEuppoaed capable of practising upun 
||Ciddelburg the vengeance which bod 
~ een wreaked on Naaarden,Zutpben, and 
Harlem. MondrogoDj however^ ewore 
that he would aot lire to the city Id 
twenty plA^^es* and pedjih with every 
fiuldier ai}d buiKher in the flames 
togethei:? mther than abandon himiielf 
to the eneinya merey*^ The Pfined 
knew that the brave Sponi&nl was en- 
tb-^ly tapiiVjle of erecuting his threat. 
He granted honoumble conditions^ 
whioh, on the 18th February, were 
drav^n vip in &ve articlei, and signed.^ 
It w^ofl ofireed that Hondragon and hie 
troops ^ould leave the plooej with 
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their arms, atnmnnitirtn, and all 
personal property. The oithi^ns 
remained were to take oath of 
to the Prince, ^& atadholder for 
Majesty J mx^ wor*j to pay boRidfiS i 
subsidy of three hundred thoitaand 
iorina. Mondragon was, f urthermof^, 
to procure the discbarge of 8junt Ald^ 
gonde, and of four otberfpriattoerB d 
rank, or, failing in the sitteinpt, was to 
rehim within two moo the, and co nrti* 
tuto himfielf prisoner of war. ^ 
Catholic priests were to take awi 
from the city none of tbeij* pr< 
but their ololiiee,^ In aocordjiinoe wl| 
this capitulation, Monl - - - 
who wldiied to aeci 
the city on the 21 et . '1 

were conveyed to tlie Fl+iiuiab aiioie 
at Neuz. It will be ^een in the eequel 
tbat the Governor neither granted hini 
the release of the five prisoners, uor 
permitted Mm to rotum,, aoeoniing to 
his parole. A few days aftervpardi^ 
the Prince entered the city» re-Of| 
ioed the mngiatracy^ received the i 
gionee of the inhabitonid, restored i 
ancient conttitiition, and hberally ] 
mitted two-thirds «l the sum in wh' 
they had been molcted*^ 

Tbtt ^pr^niards bad thua beeo, su£^ 
cesitfully driven from the Isle of ISii^ 
cbereUt leaving tbe HoUsoiden 
Zealandera masters of the 
Since the siege of Alkmoor hod 1 
raised, however, the enemy hod 
mained within the ten-" — * Flq 
Leyden woa douely i i 
try in a doaperate <_ . i 
communication between itA diflSa 
cities nearly suspended.^ JtwaAC 
porati yelj easy for the Printie of ( 
to equip and man hia tJeat^L *t\a 
geniuB and habits of the pet>ptj) i 
tbem at home upon the watt;r, anil io* 
spired them with a fenliQ^f of i 
rioiity to their advafrsruies^ U 



I Cabieni, X. 7S0. Uoofd, Metereu, wU 

^ ** Vide ExDdnoTiaiiti, I'lfiQ imbia que yt> no 
dm ti]iOiJieFx> smL> iufAnbe, do mo oiitr^irue 
itjaaantiadna, p'trqne si deiito tne diee«B en 
de temor cjua me plardu ti>da4,'*^H«&do:ca, 
xl. 227. 

< Bor, vil, 47fr, 4*>. Ifotewa, y. Sfi. 
floofd. ix. nm. 

* "Muodngon intworcKki, dat Ity en de 



^nqn de a tout &n u p\xim.\tmk I 

tr;4udt Jtoudea m muk in < 

uStroJ xich i'i?clie. .., luui ft a 

hiuikoti."^— Hoofki, ix. ^i^. 

« BoT, v!L *S0, Metertli, t. fii 
doiHi, ai, 220. 

« Br^n Metftt^o, HoofidL Meodon^ ntkli 
CiibrsfOr ^ 7^1< 



1674.] 

not 80 upon land. Strong to resist, 
pttient to suffer^ the Hollanders, al- 
thou^ terrible in defence, had not 
the necessary discipline or experience 
to meet the veteran legions of Spain, 
with confidence, in the open field. To 
xaise the siege of Leyden, the main 
reUanoe of the Prince was upon Count 
Louis, who was again in (Germany. In 
the latter days of Alva's administra- 
tkm, William had written to his 
bnytherfl, ui^ng them speedily to 
amnge the detuls of a campaign, of 
which he forwarded them a sketch.^ 
Am soon as a sufficient force had been 
levied in Germany, an attempt was to 
be made upon Maestricht. If that 
Inled, Louis was to cross the Meuse, 
in the neighbourhood of Stochem, 
make his way towards the Prince's 
own city of (Jertruidenburg, and 
tfaeooe make a junction with his bro- 
ther in the neigbourhood of Delft. 
*rhxry were then to take up a position 
together between Harlem and Leyden. 
In that case, it seemed probable that 
the Spaniards would find themselves 
obliged to fight at a great disadvantage, 
or to abandon the country. " In short," 
laid tiie Prince, " if this enterprise be 
urranged with due diligence and dis- 
oetion, I hold it as the only certain 
neans for putting a speedy end to the 
war, and for driving these devils of 
Spaniards out of the country, before 
the Dnke of Alva has time to raise an- 
other army to support them."' 

In pursuance of this plan, Louis 
kid heen actively engaged all the 
euiier part of the winter in levying 
troops and raising supplies. He had 
keen assisted by the French princes 
vith considerable sums of money, as an 
eurnest of what he was in future to ex- 
pect from that source. He had made an 
QDsuccessful attempt to effect the cap- 
ture of Kequesens, on his way to take 
the government of the Netherlands. 
He had then passed to the frontier of 
France, where he had held his impor- 
tant interview with Catharine de Me- 
dici and the Duke of Anjou, then on 
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1 Archives de la Moison d'Oran^^e, iv. 246, 
SIT. aeq. * Ibid. 

• Letter of Count Loiiin to Prince of 
Orange, Archives, etc., iv. 278-281. 



the point of departure to ascend thn 
throne of Poland. He had received 
liberal presents, and still more liberal 
promises. Anjou had assured him 
that he would go as far as any of the 
Oerman princes in rendering active 
and sincere assistance to the Protestant 
catise in the Netherlands. The Due 
d'Alen^on — soon, in his brother's 
absence, to succeed to the chieftain- 
ship of the new alliance between the 
" politiques " and the Huguenots— had 
also pressed his hand, whispering in his 
ear, as he did so, that the government 
of France now belonged to him, as it 
had recently done to Anjou, and that 
the Prince might reckon upon his 
friendship with entire security.* 

These fine words, which cost nothing 
when whispered in secret, were not 
destined to fructify into a very rich 
harvest, for the mutual jealousy of 
France and England, lest either should 
acquire ascendency in the Netherlands, 
made both governments prodigal of 
promises, while the common fear en- 
tertained -by them of the power of 
Spain, rendered both languid, insin- 
cere, and mischievous allies. Cotmt 
John, however, was indefatigable in 
arranging the finances of the proposed 
expedition, and in levying contribu- 
tions among his numerous relatives 
and allies in Germany, while Louis 
had profited by the occasion of Anjou's 
passage into Poland, to acquire for 
himself two thousand German and 
French cavalry, who bad served to 
escort that Prince,* and who, being 
now thrown out of employment, were 
glad to have a job offered them by a 
general who was thought to be in 
funds. Another thousand of cavalry 
and six thousand foot were soon as- 
sembled,* from those ever-swarming 
nurseries of mercenary warrioi-s, the 
smaller German states. With these, 
towards the end of February, Louis 
crossed the Rhine in a heavy snow- 
storm, and bent his course towards 
Maestricht. All the three brothers 
of the Prince accompanied this little 



« Iloofd, ix. 384. Mendoza, xi. 2:n. 

» Mctoron, v. 90,— Coniparo Bor, vii. 489 ; 
Mondozo, xL 281. 
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from the b^gmning. A ^ark 
Uireatening prophecjr had, even befoS 
itfl commencetnent, enwrapped Xjou 
hiB brethren, and his little army, in 
funeral pull. More than a thoneand j 
Ms men hud deeertsd before he i 
the Meuse, When he ent^mped, i 
posite Maestricht, he found the riiij 
neither ffomn nor open, the ice 
Btructing the iia¥jg:(^tfon, but being i 
weak for the weight of an amijj 
While he was thua delayed a.nd em 
rassed^ Mendciza arnv^ in the 
with reiiiforcementa. It seemed 
ready neeeaaary for Louifl to ab 
hifl hopea of Maeafcricht, but he waa ii 
l^gaist desirouB of crogsiug the river in 
that neighbourhood^ in otder to effe< 
hij junction with the Prince at '' 
es»rlieBt iJOBslble moment While i 
stream was still eneumbered with ic«i 
ho^ffeverj the enemy removed all tlio 
boata* Dn the 3d of March, AthIii it 
riv«d with a large body of troops ti 
Mibestriohtj and on the IBH* ^f-^^.^ .^^ 
croHs^ the riYer in the i : 

the patriotH ho aevere an 
that seven hundred were killfxii m \ 
expends of only seven of hia own j 
Harrassedi but not dlfipirited by th«lM 
ilJMtitera, Louia broke up hia camp oo 
the 21st, and took a position fart" 
down the river, at Fauqyemont 
QulpeU;, caatles in the Duchy of 
bui^. Onthe3dof April, Brs 
arrived at Maestrieht, with tfl 
compames of St>aniarda anfl three 4 
oavalijf while on the Bsme day H4 
dragon readied the scene of ac ' 
with hia eixteen companies of veten 
It waa now obvioufi to Loub, 
only that be should not l.%ke 
tricht, but that hia eventual juncti 
with hia brother was at least doubt! 
every aoldier who could poaailily be 
apared seeming in motion to fippoie 
lufi progreaa* He was, to be sure, net 
yet ontnumberedp, but the enemy wa^ 
increasing; &nd hie own force dir 
ing daily. Moreover, the S}"^^ 
wei-e highly disoiplioed and expen* 
enced troops; while his own ioloieiV 



army, boaideB Duke Chrktopher, son 
of the Elector Palatine,^ 

Before the end of the month the 
army reaohod the Meuae, and enimmp- 
ed within four miles of Maeatricht, on 
the opposite aide of the river,' The 
garrlsan, oonjmanded by Montesioca, 
waa weak, but the news of the warlike 
preparations in Germany had preceded 
the arrival of Count Louis. Requeaens, 
f eeliDg the gravity of the occasion, had 
issued ordera for an immediate levy of 
flight thousand csavalry in Gennany, 
with a proportionate nmnber of in- 
fantry. At the aame time he had di- 
rected DoD Bernardino de Mendozat 
with eome eompanies of cavalry, then 
stationed in Breda, to throw himself 
without delay into Maestrieht Don 
Saacho d'Avila waa entrusted with the 
general care of reaisting the hostile 
expedition. That general had forth- 
with collected all the troops which 
could be spared from eveiy town where 
thoy were stationed, had strengthened 
the cities of Antwerp, Ghent, Nimwe^ 
gen, and Yalenoiennea, where there 
were known to be many secret adher- 
ents of Orange; and with the remain- 
der of his forces had put himself in 
motion, to oppoae the entrance of 
Louie into Brabant^ and hia Jtmction 
with his brother io Holland Bracca- 
monte had been despatched to Ley den,, 
in order instantly to draw off the forces 
which were besieging the city. Thus 
Louie had already effected something 
of importa-nce by the very news of hia 
approach-* 

Mttantime the Prince of Orange had 
rajsod adx thousand infantry, whose 
rondoEvouB waa the Isle of Bommel. 
He was disappointed at the paucity of 
the troops which Louis had been able 
to ciiillect, but he Bent messengers im- 
mediately to him, with a statement of 
his own eoudition, and with diroctious 
to Join hiru in the lalo of Bommel, as 
soon aa Maestficht should be peduoed 
It was, however, not in the destiny of 
Louis to reduoe Ma^tricht. Hia ex- 
pedition had been marked with disaster 



I ik>r. vu. 48P, 4I»0. 

s 1bi(L, vii 4S0, Ifendexa, xi. 331, 5^. 
Archives et Oanreapondiwico, iv, ^tl. 

BoF, tUL 4iiB-49Q* MeiareB, v. SV. 



* Bar, tH. 430. Ueiiilont^ si. 2SS. 



* Meridom, xt. 234, 3Se, S3T 
Ua, Bor^ vil. 4.m. 



Hoofd, I 



1574.] 



Baiile of MocJeerheyde, 



111 



already clamorous 
■d insdbordiuate.^ On the 8th of 
kgA he again shifted his encamp- 
Mst^ and took his course along the 
ni|^ bank of the Meuse, between that 
ihw and the Rhine, in the direction 
«f Nimwegen.* Avila promptly de- 
cided to follow him, upon the opposite 
kaok of the Mouse, intending to throw 
luuself between Louis and tiie Prince 
if Orange, and by a rapid march to 
|m the Count battle, before he could 
lain his l»other. On the 8th of April, 
I* mxbf dawn, Louis had left the 
lai^ibourhood of Maestricht,* and on 
fttlStii he encamped at the village of 
Ibok, on the Mouse, near the coxifines 
«f GSevea.* Sending out his scouts, 
.It kanied, to his vexation, that the 
Jmaxf bad outmarched him, and were 
'\mm within cannon-shot. On the 1 3th, 
1^ Ania had constructed a bridge of 
, over which he had effected the 
_ I of the Mouse with his whole 
y,' 80 that on the Count's arrival 
kMook, he found the enemy facing 
, on the same side of the river, and 
in his path.^ It was, there- 
obvious that, in this narrow 
between the Waal and the 
where they were now all as- 
"., Louis must achieve a victory, 
or abandon his expedition, 
I leave the Hollanders to despair. 

> was distressed at the position in 
he found himself, for he had 
to reduce Maestricht, and to 

his brother in Holland. To- 
st, they could, at least, have ex- 
1 the Spaniards from that terri- 
, in which case it was probable 
t a large part of the population in 
different provinces would have 
According to present aspects, 

> destiny of the coimtry, for some 
) to come, was likely to hang upon 

) of a battle which he had not 

and for which he was not 

^ spared. Still he was not the 

I to be disheartened, nor had he 



[ Xeteren, v. 90, 91. > Bor, vlL 490. 

, * VeDdoia, xi. 2S8. 
lJIbld.,xL239. Bor, rii. 490. 
r Ibid, xi 838, 839. 
yiWd.,vL88». Bor,vii.490. Hoofd, ix. 



ever possessed the courage to refuse a 
battle when offered. Upon this occa- 
sion, it would be difficult to retreat 
without disaster and disgrace, but it 
was equally difficult to achieve a vic- 
tory. Thrust, as he was, like a wedge 
into the very heart of a hostile coun- 
try, he was obliged to force his way 
tlurough, or to remain in his enemy's 
power. Moreover, and worst of all, 
his troops were in a state of mutiny 
for their wages.^ While he talked to 
them of honour, they howled to him 
for money. It was the custom of 
these mercenaries to mutiny on the 
eve of battle^-of the Spaniiu-ds, after 
it had been fought. By the one course, 
a victory was often lost which might 
have been achieved; by the other, 
when won, it was rendered fruitless. 

Avila had chosen his place of battle 
with great skilL On the right bank 
of the Mouse, upon a narrow plain 
which spread from the river to a chain 
of hills within cannon-shot on the 
north, lay the little village of Mook.® 
The Spanish general knew that his 
adversary had the superiority in 
cavalry, and that within this com- 
pressed space it would not be possible 
to derive much advantage from the 
circumstance. 

On the 14th, both armies were 
drawn up in battle array at earliest 
dawn,' Louis having strengthened his 
position by a deep trench, which ex- 
tended from Mook, where he had 
stationed ten companies of infantry, 
which thus rested on the village and 
the river. Next came the bulk of his 
infantry, disposed in a single square. 
On their right was his cavalry, arranged 
in f oiv squadrons, as well as the nar- 
row limits of the field would allow. 
A small portion of them, for want of 
space, were stationed on the hill aide.^^ 

Opposite, the forces of Don Sancho 
were drawn up in somewhat similar 
fashion. Twenty-five companies of 
Spaniards were disposed in four bodies 



» Meteren, v. 91. 

> Mendosa, xi. 239. Bentivog^o, viiL 142. 
143. 

» Ibid., xi. 241. Bor, vii. 491. 

M Ibid., xi. 239, 240. Bentivoglio, viii. 142, 
143. Bor. vlL 491, 492. 
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\tnM9SKae of the stream and that union 
with hid brother which had been thus 
iir ao »iicceA«fTilly prevented. Thia 
rM.'Wonini; prevaileii.^ and the skinnish- 
inir at the trench wjm renewed with re- 
tl"'i''le«l viiToiir. an ad'iitional force 
I fin:; oenc ;krun« it. After a short 
.ij'«l ti»'n."i» .*tnijj3zle it wai* carried, and 
t' r\v* S|vini:iri{tf ni^ihed into the village, 
'•Mil: wt're *H^n ^li^»l«<lJre«^ by a larger 
ii*T:iehniect: -^t inKmtry. "which Count 
Li'ni* -PHnt v> the reucne.'* The battle 
•2«"w "NH*anit» jenenil it thia p«^int. 

y».Hir'.v lil 5iie patri'-t: incuitnr were 
•P'riiT'-; V .ief.*nii the p«?«c: nearly 
u- -ill* Srjinwh uiiiuitnr were ordered 
■•• tiPwiL T. IHxe ScaaiiiHii. •ir'^pping 
■n ~j.t»«.- '«:i.'t»s. iccfnim^ to ciutom, 
«ri' » 7ir.»nr8«nsr in<i m Avi» Miry, 
H'lr -iii«n — .saet:. ji 3i:ui». -.■ zoa vxatk, 
. "jr I Hill— MIC 40:177 ■•'^— "^ the 
-'"V-i ms 1^--^ -•ar— .chL izti -ie p»> 
-'■. ;> ■"TipifO.".'" "•■i;r.**i. _ Ti't "hTJi , 

■■.f- ..'US5 "VLir"!*-: T-rb, ill hii 
••.'■■■ i-^ ..^.-, .j^j. .Tij-iji- ^ _!, T-w^, which 
• V. : --:%•»-:- ^•■•I'.-^n.ni 21. orcleaa. 
\ ... ...^ -^,,-. iy.v»i -^e zL*r:^r^ 

;■• -.-•■■w.j^ ■?^'ue':.i. :-ntfr 

.'"■*" 'T> ■*•' rr^-^r wTi iusx 

* '!- ;r V . THrtn •er-w 

• , ;;. -■ -.---■»- JT-rr,-: -iHiaiy 
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The Phantom BatiU 



oopers; ainoTi|E[ whom were hia Wo- 
Count Hetuy, and Duke Chrkto 
r, nad ti3gether ttey made a final 
I desperate diarge.* Ifc was the Ust 
^'&at waa ever seen of them on earth. 
Xb^ aU wetit down fccjgether, in iJie 
of the fight, and wore nsTer 
of mofe. The battle termi' 
as ueiual in those con^cts of 
L hatred, in a horrible butcberyj 

} any of the patiiot army being 

telt to tell the taltf of their disaster. 
At least fonr thousand were killed, in- 
ling thoae who were slain on the 
, ifaoBo who were auiibciited in the 
or the liverj and those who 
1 in the farm-houaea where 
taken refuge.^ It was nn- 
iin which of thoae varioua modes 
death had been the Jot of Count 
oui*, hifl brother, and hk friend, 
he luyatery waa never aolYed, They 
ad, p^<:^klbly, all died on the field, 
Qt, etr!pi>ed of their clothing, with 
lieir faces tii^Jjpled upon by the 
\ of horsey it was not poeglule to 
them from the le£B illus- 
dea^ it was the opinion of 
Qy that they had b«en drowned in 
iver— of othere, that they had 
Qed.^ There waa a vague 
liOUiB. bleeding, but not 
hftd struggled forth fmm tho 
Qorpses wh<fre he had been 
had crept to the liver-flide, 
prhOe washing his wounds, had 

glto. ^ii, 145. 

llitu, liiL 145. — Compare C^- 

WHO: MeDdoga, Honfd* ubi aiip. 

I MtJiidosji, but ii>T\y of tlna 

i Were killed i ODOordlBg to the 

\, about two kuudrcd, 

T. ®L Bop, vli, \%U ^t}2. 

tfUo, ubi anp, The Walloon 

uiiUyoiti^ ■ t'ikji^e*, 

^ jatymiii. iiitiiig 

Of t>,as^ di-' ! rj-sf.m- 

■ 1 1 ■-■ II 'i n •■ , t E I L' J eaiiei*H 

■ cUutni fiTid miide 

i \\a uGiijrhbijurLorad 

tlbi} sacrameiitiil chaUves at tliu 

. \ib^ Ka & puuiKbmoiit for ibiN 
lAjray wo* utleTly cvertbrowD, 
n btmi^lf f£vr a.iEU}f with tht 
]f and mvi. 

J pemiit r|iie dtiq Joiira apr^ 
i listiTs priiJicipaiilx cb^fo img: 
If^ 400 t>lti» fiat, eutre la corpi niuttA 
VOL, IL 
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been surprised and Duteiiered by a 
party of rustics.* The story was not 
generally credited, but no man kuew, 
er wa^ deatiaed to leam, the truth* 

A dark and fatal termination to thi^ 
last enterprise of Count Loui^ bid 
been anticipated by many. In that 
superstitious age, i,vheii emperwra and 
princea daily investigated the futiire» 
by alchemy, by astrology, and by 
books of fate, filled with formulae aa 
gravely and precisely set forth ae 
algebraical equations^— when men of 
every daa% from monarch to pea^sant, 
impUcitly beliered in Bupematural 
portents and propheeies^it waa not 
singukr that a Bomewhat striking ap- 
pearanoe, observed in the eky *ome 
weeka jwi^vioiialy to the battle of 
Mookerheyde, should have inE^pired 
many pei^ns with a ahudderixig ^nse 
of impending eviL 

Early in February, five soldiera of 
the buTTgher gujmi at Utreeht, being 
on theii" midnight wat<;h, beheld in 
the sky above them the repreaeutation 
of a furioua battle. The fiky was 
eitremely dark, except directly over 
their heads, where* for a apaee et^usU 
in extent to the length of the city* and 
in hreotlth to that of an oruinary 
chamber J two armieEi, in battle array, 
wero seen advancing upon each other. 
The one moved rapidly up from the 
north-west, with banners waving, 
spears Beithing,, trumj^ets soundiug, 

p!ii9io\irq. do cca a4iifij*i*m n'mit 6t6 re- 
troLiYea noDoba taut touts oi niii^uso locborcho ; 
h coiite fia^iAQ k>n cruut <ia OJtiiauL-hoiueijiC 
qua ila estoieiit escbAppcs, et dtpuis que ila 
etcUofit einportiM »n ceqja tt eu ftiii&." — 
lictiom dii France MS,, iu o. ^uuc- 

* Fmiiol]^ EnrocL. Auu. Tiiujult. Bi%,, 
Lii. 203 ^tr:ida alludos to tho stoiy witbout 
confimiiTij^ it — ¥iii. M!iS. 

^ Tbtj otHijuriu^ b^wkHi In inauy foUo 
voluiuoB, cuntiiiutng tbe Libles of wiziird 
log4>rithm^, by wbibli Aufcaiitiia cJf Sajtouy 
WI13 tuL!i]ii3tonitfd tL* steyr bis courge iifioiL 
tb^ f)i3a of Lifu, and by tlie jiiri of wbicb be 
cxjiii/ildbfrtHl kimiiulr c^^mp-L'teat. to aKcurttim. 
\ill Eiitiiro QYODim, and. tbolr eDoct upon bia 
doi^titiy, OiAy still bo Mam in bba Ubmr? of 
Dreadan, No doabt tha Elector conaulted 
thwMi HibloH rnij«t imxiouMly nt tba Uma 
wben Count LouiB a,iad Duke CbrtHitmibijr 
wens uiarubia^ tnwanle tbe Meuso, With 
still more inteoBlty be (studlo-i iholr com- 
blniitioHH whiin tbo pi-ojouted marriago bo- 
tweea tbe Prince of Or«iJ)ge and Clidrlottia 
of Bourboa woa f^l annomitsod ta him* 
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axicr.;inpanied by heavy artillery, and 
by ty^uauirons of cavalry. The other 
came elowly forward from the soutb- 
eairt, 2U5 if from an entrenched camp, to 
enco'inter their ai>sailant«. There was 
a fierce acti'.m for a few moments, the 
eli'^uts of the combatants, the heavy 
discharge of cannon, the rattle of 
musketn', the tramp of heavy-armed 
foot soldiers, the rush of cavalry, be- 
ing distinctly heard. The firmament 
trembled with the shock of the con- 
tending hosts, and was lurid with the 
rapid discharges of their artillery. 
After a short, fierce engagement, the 
north-western army was beaten back 
hi disorder, but rallied again, after a 
breathing-time, formed again into solid 
column, and again ad\'anced. Their 
foes, arrayed, as the witnesses affirmed, 
in a square and closely serried grove of 
■pears and muskets, again awaited the 
attack. Once more the aerial cohorts 
closed upon each other, all the signs 
and sounds of a desperate encounter 
being distinctly recognised by the 
eager witnesses. The struggle seemed 
but short. The lances of the south- 
eastern armv seemed to snap "like 
hemp-stalks, * while their firm columns 
all went down together in mass, be- 
neath the onset of their enemies. The 
overthrow was complete — victors and 
vanquished had faded, the clear blue 
space, surrounded by black clouds, was 
empty, when suddenly its whole extent, 
where the conflict had so lately raged, 
was streak(?d with blood, flowing ath- 
wart the sky in broad crimson streams, 
nor w<'ts it till the five witnesses had 
fully watched and pondered over these 
portents that the vision entirely van- 
ished.^ 

So impressed were the grave magis- 
trates of Utrecht with the account 
given next day by the sentinels, that 
a formal examination of the circum- 
stanccH was marie, the deposition of 
each witness, under oath, duly record- 
ed,''' and a vast deal of consultation of 
soothwiyers' Ixjoks and other auguries 
eniploywl to elucidate the mystery. 
It was imiverMiilly considered typical 

1 lJ<ir, vii. 4{»'J. 

» 1 1. ill. Il<M'f«l hIso rclfitcs the story, pro- 
mi^ini; tliut Lu could liurdly omit doings so, 



■ of the anticipated battle between 
: Coont Louis and the Spaniards. 
When, therefore, it was known that 
; the patriots, moving from the aouth- 
I east, had arrived at Mookerheyde, and 
: that their adversaries, croeaing the 
j Mense at Grave, had advanced upon 
them from the north-west, the result 
of the battle was considered inevi- 
table ; the phantom battle of Utrecht 
its infallible precursor. 

Thus perished Louis of Nassau in 
' the flower of his manhood, in the' 
' midst of a career already crowded 
with events such as might suffice for 
a century of ordinary existence. It 
I is difficult to find in history a more 
' frank and loyal character. His life 
I was noble ; the elements of the heroie 
' and the genial so mixed in him that 
: the imagination contemplates him, 
after three centuries, with an almoet 
affectionate interest. He was not a 
great man. He was fiir from posseflB- 
ing the subtle genius or the expansive 
views of his brother ; but, called ae he 
was to play a prominent part in one 
of the most complicated and imposiiig 
dramas ever enacted by man, he^ 
nevertheless, always acquitted himself 
with honour. His direct, fearless, and 
energetic nature commanded alike the 
respect of friend and foe. As a pofr 
tician, a soldier, and a diplomatist, faa 
was busy, bold, and true. He acooffl* 
plished by sincerity what many thougU 
could only be compassed by trickei^. 
Dealing often with the most adroit 
and most treacherous of princes and 
statesmen, he frequently carried hli 
point, and he never stooped to flatteif • 
From the time when, attended by htf 
"twelve disciples,*' ho assumed the 
most prominent part in the negotiir 
tions with Margaret of Parma, through 
all the various scenes of the revdo* 
tion, through all the conferences with 
Spaniards, Italians, Huguenots, Mal- 
contents, Flemish councillors, or Ge^ 
man princes, he was tho consistent 
and unflinching supporter of reli^oua 
liberty and constitutional Law. The 
battle of Heiliger Lee and the captiue 



since tho nrngistrutes of Utrecht considorad 
tho subject worthy of a formal iuvcatlgatioo. 
— ix. 862. 
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d Mods were his most ngnal triumphs, 
bat the fruits of both were annihilated 
by subsequent disaster. His headlong 
oourage was his chief foible. The 
French accused him of losing the 
bttttle of Moncontour by his impa- 
tience to engage; yet they acknow- 
ledged that to his masterly conduct 
it was owing that their retreat was 
effected in so successful, and even so 
brilliant a manner.^ He was censured 
lor rashness and precipitancy in this 
last and fatal enterprise, but the re- 
proach seems entirely without founda- 
tion. The expedition, as already stated, 
had been deliberately arranged, with 
the full co-operation of his brother, 
and had been preparing several months. 
That he was able to set no larger force 
<m foot than that which he led into 
Gueldres was not his fault. But for 
the floating ice which barred his pas- 
BBge of the Meuse, he would have sur- 
piiiBed Maestricht ; but for the mutiny, 
which rendered his mercenary soldiers 
oowards, he might haye defeated Avila 
at Mookerheyde. Had he done so he 
would have joined his brother in the 
Ue of Bommel in triumph; the 
Spaniards would, probably, have been 
expelled from Holland, and Leyden 
aaved the horrors of that memorable 
aege which she was soon called upon 
to endure. These results were not in 
his destiny. Providence had decreed 
that he should perish in the midst of 
hiB usefulness ; that the Prince, in his 
death, should lose the right hand 
which had been so swift to execute 
his various plans, and the faithful 
fraternal heart which had always re- 
QKmded so readily to every throb of 
lusown. 

In figure, he was below the middle 
height, but martial and noble in his 
beiuring. The expression of his coun- 
tenance was lively ; his manner frank 
and engaging. All who knew him 
personally loved him, and he was the 
idol of his gallant brethren. His 
mother always addressed him as her 

1 "Car ce fut luy qui fit cette belle re- 
traitc i la bataille de Moncontour, secon-iaiit 
f««rt & propos Monsieur rAdmiral qui avoit 
et6 blcssee." — Braiitome, Grauds Capitaines, 
etc, P. d'Oraiigc et Comte L. de Nassau. 
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dearly beloved, her heart's-cherished 
Louis. ** You must come soon to me,*' 
she wrote in the last year of his life, 
" for I have many matters to ask your 
advice upon ; and I thank' you before- 
hand, for 'you have loved me as your 
mother all the days of your life ; for 
which may God Almighty have you in 
His holy keeping." * 

It was the doom of this high-bom, 
true-hearted dame to be called upon 
to weep oftener for her children than 
is the usual lot of mothers. Count 
Adolphus had already perished in his 
youth on the field of Heiliger Lee, and 
now Louis and his young brother 
Henry, who had scarcely attained his 
twenty-sixth year, and whose short 
life had been passed in that faithful 
service to the cause of freedom which 
was the instinct of his race, hod both 
found a bloody and an unknown grave. 
Count John, who had already done so 
much for the cause, was fortunately 
spared to do much more. Although 
of the expedition, and expecting to 
participate in the battle, he had, at 
the urgent solicitation of all the lead- 
ers, left the army for a brief season, 
in order to obtain at Cologne a supply 
of money for the mutinous troops. 
He had started upon this mission two 
days before the action ' in which he, 
too, would otherwise have been sacri- 
ficed. The young Duke Christopher, 
" optima) indolis et magna) spei adol- 
escens,*** who had perished on the 
same field, was sincerely mourned by 
the lovers of freedom. His father, 
the Elector, found his consolation in 
the Scriptures, and in the reflection 
that his son had died in the bed of 
honour, fighting for the cause of God. 
" 'Twos better thus," said that stem 
Calvinist, whose dearest wish was to 
" Calvinise the world," * *' than to have 
passed his time in idleness, which is 
the Devil's pillow."* 

Vague rumours of the catastrophe 
had spread far and wide. It was soon 
cei*tain that Louis had been defeated. 



8 Archive* et Correspondance, iv. 1T4. 

« Ibid., iv. 869. 

* Ibid., iv. 367. 

» Ibid., iv. 71. • IWd., Vv. W, 
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ira* ciTiiiaL witjL Enprssif "power, but 
I or !.•:■. I jeL z etercjst H- St "wae bot- 
r."'jiiae.. nr c-uncili-'sr* ttLi. watched 
m- every m-'tiCL.. rafcd &I1 his coiTes- 
I'-'i:-!?!^-..'^- ■T''- aniseed ai iJl iuF ccm- 
jt^r^iji-e; TTjiii-. ibr cc-iiii-:iiIi»T« were 
^lieIUrlr:ve^ narroTrr- waiciitsd pt the 
!•■ 'iniL ■ 'UciiTT Tiwee ini"««5-«m€!ni* were, 
ji.iwere: . n. ireuenu. zuarked by the 
iii.»#t: ex^as: jary ordflr. An&rchT be- 
tuiiic i. FTsrerL oc ccwernmeni ; re- 
in: '.L<>i. euafrrrd and ^ixELitrcdd the 
K-i'T^.*: ruiet cc dacipline; theft, 
ciruiiK-jiiiieSft. Tioieiift i«- women, were 
K'^-e'-t^-'v I'um.s'ned.' A* ei:»."»ii b6 the 
nimu^y br.«kt lonL. tiie ^rst object 
wiir T. lujit i«i.*st?ssi.TE o* ihe Beiffest 
L'lry. \rii.jn tiit Eierto woe iwuaUy 
*.-«;« ''Lr-ijfcl u. -Eiitr towD-hdTifie. Bind the 
e 'irlifTy i'uariered inuxt ihe dtdzeBL 
Zs »r "i 'T>- :i uif Bbnpr i^ ioi*6. or ]odg- 
ini: T-'iH T.I. £r;*:>d f;)r thcRC zDarauderBi 
Xt^L vn. iiad iivfc frar yean on camp 
n.ti.ini — r'.-K-4rse knaves, whc- had held 
uiit :u.'-arL til. caij^ed lo handle 
Hit iLUtikei — 20W Btffja in fine linen, 
iiiii ifiiiuTiied frciHi -die trembling 
l>ii?-^iiers tilt dfiinniesT riands. Hey 
&> tLr iii-ud liare. like a Bwarm of 
\.>-.':\<A. " Chicteiih and partridge!,'* 
«.y^ iLr TiLrirrT chrvcicjer of Antwerp, 
" M.\':>u\ and ^•beA5a;nts. harei anid 
niV:.:i?. Tiv.. kin.ii of wisee: for 
hLw.fi. oiiittTi- and olives, citrons 
u'-iL ■.riiiref.. pp.ioes and Fnreetmeate ; 
\vLc::-.ii::i Irtsa-i for their doga. and 
•^vcu v.:ne U' wash the feet of their 
L. rsei : -— e^-ch was the entertainment 
dr^iiLLiiidrti and obtained by the muti* 
n.-ijr tr.-K'pii;. They were very willing 
)j . tii : . ci:; . y ihe luxury of tluB forage, 
jiii'i v> jn'.Vi-.Of the citizens, from weari- 
n'.-r.-i : z r^r c-rding compelled hospitality, 
to !?-;l::iit tt.» a taxation by which tiiie 
military olaims might be liquidated. 

A city thus occupied was at the 

mc-rcy of a foreign soldiery, which had 

rr-i>.j!inc6d all authority but that of 

»e]i-iin])ijpoed laws. The King's officers 

■ were tloi^jnided, i)erhai>8 miudered; 

.spccii/it-n of a sy.stom, from which manylm- 
l.oit:iiit eiiiiSc<iuonoes were destiucd to dcnr 
Ht ditk-ruiit ]i;:riod8, the subject domaads 
ctsjmciul attention. 

" J'.cntivoglio, viii. 117. 

4 ^letorcn. v. 103. 
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while those chosen to stipply their 
pj^uses had only a nominal control. 
The ElettOy day by day, proclaimed 
from the balcony of tibe town-house 
the latest rules and regulations. If 
satis&ctory, there was a clamour of 
applause; if objectionable, they were 
rejected with a tempest of hisses, with 
discharges of musketry. The Eletto 
did not govern; he was a dictator 
who cotdd not dictate, but could only 
register decrees. If too honest, too 
finm, or too duU for his place, he was 
deprived of his office, and sometimes 
of his life. Another was chosen in his 
TDom, often to be succeeded by a series 
of others, destined to the same fate. 
Such were the main characteristics of 
those fomndable mutinies, the result 
of the unthriftiness and dishonesty by 
which the soldiery engaged in these 
interminable hostilities were deprived 
of their dearly earned wages. The 
expense of the war was bad enough at 
best, but when it is remembered that 
of three or four dollars sent from Spain, 
or contributed by the provinces for the 
support of the army, hsuxUy one reached 
the pockets of the soldier,^ the frightful 
expenditure which took place may be 
inaiagined. It was not surprising that 
BO much peculation should engender 
revolt. 

The mutiny which broke out after 
the defeat of Coimt Louis was marked 
with the most pronounced and inflam- 
matory of these symptoms. Three 
years' pay was due to the Spaniards, 
who, having" just achieved a signal 
Tictory, were disposed to reap its 
fruits, by fair means or by force. On 
receiving nothing but promises, in 
answer to their clamorous demands, 
they mutinied to a man, and crossed 
the Mouse to QravCj^* whence, after ac- 
complishing the usual elections, they 
took their course to Antwerp. Being 
in such strong force, they determined 
to strike at the capital. Rumour flew 
before them. Champagny, brother of 
Chranvelie, and royal governor of the 

I Requesens to Philip. Correspondauce 
de Phaippe II., ii. 1292, p. 457. 

« Meudoza, Bentivoglio, Bor, Hoofd, Me- 
teren, ubi sup. 

» JUor, vii. 494. 
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city, wrote' in haste to apprise Reque^ 
sens of the approaching danger. The 
Grand Commander, attended only by 
Vitelli, repaired instantly to Antwerp. 
Champagny advised throwing up a 
breastwork with bales of merchandise, 
upon the esplanade, between the cita- 
del and the town,' for it was at this- 
point, where the connexion between 
the fortiflcations of the castle and 
those of the city had never been 
thoroughly completed,* that the inva- 
sion might be expected. Requesens 
hesitated. He trembled at a conflict 
with bis own soldiery. If successful, 
he could only be so by trampling upon 
the flower of his army. If defeated, 
what would become of the King's 
authority, with rebellious troops trium- 
phant in rebellious provinces ? Sorely 
perplexed, the Commander could think 
of no expedient. Not knowing what 
to do, he did nothing: In the mean- 
time, Champagny, who felt himself 
odious to the soldiery, retreated to the 
Newtown, and barricaded himself, with 
a few followers, in the house of the 
Baltic merchants.' 

On the 26th of April, the mutinous 
troops, in perfect order, marched into 
the city, effecting their entrance pre- 
cisely at the weak point where they 
had been expected Numbering at 
least three thousand, they encamped 
on the esplanade, where Requesens 
appeared before them alone on horse- 
back, and made them an oration. They 
listened with composin-e, but answered 
briefly and with one accord, " Dineros 
y non palabras " — dollars not speeches. 
Requesens promised profusely, but the 
time was past for promises. Hard 
alver dollars would alone content an 
army which, after three years of blood- 
shed and starvation, had at last taken 
the law into their own hands. Reque- 
sens withdrew to consult the Broad 
Council of the city. He was without 
money himself, but he demanded four 
hundred thousand crowns of the city.* 
This was at first refused, but the troops 

* Bentxvoglio, Bor, Moteren, et al. 

» **Oostersfe Huis.'*— Bor, vii. 494. Me- 
teren. Hoofd. 

• Metoron, v. 92. Hoofd, Bor, ubi sup. 
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knew the strength of their position, 
for these mutinies were never re- 
pressed, and rarely punished. On 
this occasion the Commander was 
afraid to employ force, and the bur- 
ghers, after the army had been quar- 
tered upon them for a time, would 
gladly pay a heavy ransom to be rid 
of their odious and expensive guests. 
The mutineers foreseeing that the 
work might last a few weeks, and de- 
termined to proceed leisurely, took 
possession of the great square. The 
Eletto, with his staff of coimcillors, 
was quartered in the town-house, while, 
the soldiers distributed themselves 
among the houses of the most opulent 
citizens, no one escaping a billet who 
was rich enough to receive such com- 
pany — bishop or burgomaster, mar- 
grave or merchant.^ The most famous 
kitchens were naturally the most 
eagerly sought, and sumptuous apart- 
ments, luxurious dishes, delicate wines, 
were daily demanded. The burghers 
dared not refuse.* 

The six hundred Walloons, who had 
been previously quartered in the city, 
were expelled, and for many days the 
mutiny reigned paramount. Day after 
day the magistracy, the heads of guilds, 
all the representatives of the citizens, 
were assembled in the Broad Council 
The Governor-General insisted on his 
demand of four hundred thousand 
crowns, representing, with great jus- 
tice, that the mutineers would remain 
in the city until they hadT eaten and 
drunk to that amount, and that there 
would still be the arrearages, for which 
the city would be obliged to raise the 
funds. On the 9th of May, the autho- 
rities made an offer, which was duly 
communicated to the Eletto. That 
functionary stood forth on a window- 
sill of the town-house, and addressed 
the soldiery. He informed them that 
the Grand Commander proposed to 
pay ten months' arrears in cash, five 
months' in silks and woollen cloths, 
and the balance in promises, to be 



1 Bor, vii. 494, 495. Hoofd. Metoron. 
« Meteren, v. 92. Bor, vii. 494, 495. 
Hoofd, ix. 856, 35«. Bentivoglio, viii. 148. 
8 Bor, Moteren, Hoofd, ubi sup. 
* Hoofd, ix. 869. 
» "Los soldoduB del Castillo se amoti- 
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fulfilled within a few days.' The 
terms were not considered satisfactory, 
and were received with groans of 
derision. The Eletto, on the con- 
trary, declared them very liberal, and 
reminded the soldiers of the perilous 
condition in which they stood, guilty 
to a man of high treason, with a rope 
around every neck. It was well woith 
their while to accept the offer made 
them, together with the absolute par^ 
don for the past, by which it was 
accompanied. For himself, he washed 
his hainds of the consequences if the 
offer were rejected. The soldiers an- 
swered by deposing the Eletto and 
choosing another in his room.* 

Three days after, a mutiny broke 
out in the citadel — an imexampled 
occurrence.^ The rebels ordered 
Sancho d'Avila, the commandant, to 
deliver the keys of the fortress. He 
refused to surrender them but with 
his life. They then contented them* 
selves with compelling his lieutenuift 
to leave the citadel, and with sendins 
their Eletto to confer with the Grao^ 
Commander, as well as with the Eletfak 
of the army. After accomplishing hk 
mission, he returned, accompaniea bj 
Chiappin Vitelli, as envoy of tW 
Governor-General. No sooner, how- 
ever, had the Eletto set foot on thft* 
drawbridge than he was attacked \xf 
Ensign Salvatierra of the Spanish gtf* 
risou, who stabbed him to the heiii 
and threw him into the moat. Tbt 
ensign, who was renowned in the. 
army for his ferocious courage, 
who wore embroidered upon his tmnk^^ 
hose the inscription, ''El castigate' 
de los Flamencos,"^ lien rushed u] 
the sergeant-major of the mutiiu 
despatched him in the same way, 
tossed him likewise into the xnoei^ 
These preliminaries being settlec^ 
satisfactory arrangement was w 
ated between Vitellf and the rebel 
garrison. Pardon for the past, 
payment upon the same terms as 1 
offered in the city, were accepted, 



iiaron, alteracion quo jamas ba hecho * 
nacion EspaOola, hallandose eu CastiOc 
— Mcndoza, xii. 247. 

• Meteron. v. 92. Hoofd, ix. 359. "H 
chastisor of the Fleminjsrs." 

' Mondoza, Metcrcu, Hoofd. 
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* was, lifiwever, neoesaary tliafc Salva- 
brra ahould eonceal liirnawlf for a 
.titue, to Gsoape being torn to 
^hy th& iticeHBed ffijldicirj. 
'ctimo, afaire in the city were 
dil^ciilt to o^ljuEt. The muti- 
')fiem TM-ic*l ail aJtar of cheats and 
II tho publiG Equarej and 
iiia^ under the open ekyj 
.., . wejwing to be trne io e&ch 
to the last.* The scenes of 
roufling rmd menj-raaking wer® re- 
iBwed At the e^peofle of the ciiheuBt 
wete ti^gain expoaed to nightly 
li tb« boigteroua mirth aud 
. UiiHjJuel-mftkmg of fiie aol- 

^^i« the end of the moTith, 

Broad CouueiK exhausted by the 

^ulmua which had atflieted the in bo 

aj week% ^ciided to the dmiiaQd 

Koque^ng^ The four hnndred 

boufiand crowDs were fumiahedj tha 

irsLnd Coinmauder accepting them aa 

Ja^m, and giviog in retui-n bonds didj 

and Ci)nntersjgned, together 

^tli * miift^age upon all the royal 

pouiini^,^ The dtjjtene received the 

neuiMt as a matter of fornix but 

1 handled such eec^yritiea before^ 

Rlued them but slightly. The 

^Jiow ^reed to settle with 

e»r-Getieriil, on condition of 

L tbelr WE^^es, either in eaih 

^tharwith a solemn promise 

' ail their acta of iHBubor- 

Tliia pledge waa fortnally 

er«d with appropriate rt!ligiojB 

ptjies, hy Requcsensj in the 

The paytiieots were made 

iiftorwEU'da, and a gr«at ban- 

I^Cit Wfti! hQld on tbo flame day, by the 

ohi ma£s of the rsoldiery^ to celebrate 

ffiDt. The Umt took place on 

ce i4 the Meer^ aud wm & scene 

ptift res'ehy. The aoldier«, more 

pil«Mi» thau ehlldreDt h^l arrt^yed 

ilve« In oxtemporaneoiis go^ 

Mf cut fiom the doth which they 

Mi kjtt receive iia payment of 

and their blood. 



gi,t, i:v. ->J\J. 
, riL 41^4, I0S. 
ivvgho, TiiL 140. 



and gold- 
embroidered brocadea, worthy of a 
queen's wardrobe, were huiig in faas- 
tafitio drapery around ttie Binewy 
foruLi and bronzed faces of the 6til- 
diery, who^ the day before* had been 
clotlied in rags. The mirth waa fiset 
and furioufl ; aud scarce was the Imn- 
quet iiniahed before every d rum head 
became ft gaming-table, around wbieh 
gathered gfoupa eager to sacriBce in a 
monient their dearly-bought gold,'' 

The fortuuate or the pmdent had 
not yet succeeded in entirely plimder- 
ing their companiona, when the distant 
biJOttiing of cannon waa henrd fram 
the river. Inatantlyj accoutred aa 
they were in their bohday and fantaa* 
tic coatumcAj tbs aeldiera, no longer 
mntinoui, were amnmoned from ban* 
quet and gaming-table, and were or- 
dered forth upon the dykea* The 
patriot Aiimiral Boisot, who had m 
recently defeated the iieefc of Bergen, 
under the eyes o£ the Grand Com- 
mander, hiwi uneifwetedly aailod up 
the Scheld, detarmitied to destroy ths 
fleet of Antwerp, which upon that 
oocaaien hud escaped. Between the 
fortij of Lido ^d QdlaOi he met with 
twenty-two Teflsek under the com- 
mand of Vice-admiral Haematede, 
After a ehort and abarp sctiooj he 
was completely vii^torious, Feurteea 
of the enemy a ahips were bunie<l or 
sunk, with all their crews, and Admiral 
Hai^matode waa taken prLBoner* The 
aoldiicra opened a warm fire of miia- 
ketry upon Boiaot from the dyke, to 
which he reiponded with hia cannon. 
The distance of the combatants, bow* 
ever, made the action imimportant, 
and tlie patriota retired down the 
rivcTj after achieving a complete vie* 
tory. The Gr^^d Commandei' waa 
farther than ever from obtaining that 
foothold on the eea, ^hich, m he had 
informed his aovereign, wa« the only 
meana by which the Netherlands 
could he reduced,* 



■ Hnntd, ix. S5^, nm, 

* liiiT. vll. 4B5, 406. Hmjfd, i3E. S5p, SW, 
Ek^iitivfjgho, Tiill 149. Latter of th« Prhita 
vf Orai^^ la Araliif^i ^c, v. 11, 1% 
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The invasion of Louis of Nassau had, 
as already stated, effected the raising 
of the first siege of Leyden. That 
leaguer had lasted from the 31st of 
October 1573, to the 21st of March 
1574,^ when the soldiers were sum- 
moned away to defend the frontier. 
By an extraordinary and culpable care- 
lessness, the citizens, neglecting the 
advice of the Prince, had not taken 
advantage of the breathing time thus 
afforded them to victual the city and 
strengthen the garrison. * They seemed 
to reckon more confidently upon the 
success of Count Louis than he had 
even done himself; for it was very 
probable that, in case of his defeat, 
the siege would be instantly resumed. 
This natural result was not long in 
following the battle of Mookerheyde. 

On the 26th of May, Valdez re- 
appeared before the place, at the head 
of eight thousand Walloons and Ger- 
mans,^ and Leyden was now destined 
to pass through a fiery ordeal. This 
city was one of the most beautiful in 
the Netherlands. Placed in the midst 
of broad and fruitful pastures, which 
had been reclaimed by the hand of indus- 
try from the bottom of the sea, it was 
fringed with smiling villages, blooming 
gardens, fruitful orchards. The an- 
cient and, at last, decrepit Rhino, flow- 



1 Bor, vii. 502. a Ibid., 502. 

a Ibid., 504. 

* Guicciardini. Dcscrint. Holl.otZelandijB. 
Bor, vii. 602. Bentivoglio, vui. 161. 

" Putatur Engistus Britanno 
Orbo rcdux i^suiss© victor," etc., etc, 
according to the celebrated poem of John 
Van der Doos, the accomplished and valiant 



ing languidly towards its sandy death- 
bed, had been multiplied into innumer- 
able artificial currents, by which the 
city was completely interlaced. These 
watery streets were shaded by lime 
trees, poplars, and willows, and crossed 
by one himdred and forty-five bridges, 
mostly of hammered stone. The houses 
were elegant, the squares and streets 
spacious, airy and clean, the churches 
and public edifices imposing, while the 
whole aspect of the place suggested 
thrift, industry, and comfort. Upon 
an artificial elevation, in the centre of 
the city, rose a ruined tower of un- 
known antiquity. By some it wis 
considered to be of Roman origin, 
while others preferred to regard it as 
a work of the Anglo-Saxon Hengistt 
raised to commemorate his conquest 
of England.* Surrounded by frait* 
trees, and ovei^own in the centre 
with oaks, it afforded, from its moulder 
ing battlements, a charming prospeoi 
over a wide expanse of level oountiy, 
with the spires of neighbouring citisi 
rising in every direction. It was from 
this commanding height, during the 
long and terrible summer days whidi 
were approaching, that many an eye 
was to be strained anxiously seawsid, 
watching if yet the ocean had b^gon 
to roll over the land. 

Commandant of the city. The tower, whkh 
is doubtless a Boman one, presents, at th« 
present day, almost precisely the ■»w« 
appciirnncc as that described by the oontem- 
ponineous historians of the sitige. Tba 
verses of the Commandant shew the opinion, 
that tho Anglo-SSaxon conquerors of Britain 
went from Holland, to have been a g 
one in the sixteenth oentuiy. 
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Valdez lost no time in securing him- 
self in the possession of Maeslandshiis, 
Vlaardingen, and the Hague. Five 
hundred English, under command of 
Colonel Edward Chester, abandoned 
the fortress of Valkenburg, and fled 
towards Leyden. Refused admittance 
by the citizens, who now; with reason, 
distrusted them, they surrendered to 
Yaldez, and were afterwards sent back 
to England.^ In the course of a few 
days, Leyden was thoroughly inyested, 
no leas than sixty-two r^oubts, some 
of them having remained undestroyed 
from the previous siege, now girdling 
the city, while the besiegers- already 
numbered nearly eight thousand, a 
force to be daily increased. On the 
other hand, there were no troops in 
the town, save a small corps of " free- 
booters^" and five companies of the 
bux^gher guard. John Van der Does, 
Seigneur of Nordwyck, a genUeman of 
distinguished family, but sflll more 
distinguished for his learning, his 
poetical genius, and his valour, had ac- 
cepted the office of military comman- 
dant.* 

The main reliance of the city, under 
Qod, was on the stout hearts of its in- 
habitants within the walls, and on the 
sleepless energy of William the Silent 
without. The Prince, hastening to 
comfort and encourage the citizens, 
although he had been justly irritated 
hy their negligence in having omitted 
to provide more sufficiently against the 
emergency while there had yet been 
time,* now reminded them that they 
were not about to contend for them- 

1 Ifendoza, xii. 251, who Bays that the 
liveB of these English prisoners were spared 
It his express solicitation. He was at that 
juncture sent by the Grand Commander on 
a mission to Queen Elizabeth, and obtained 
this boon of his superior as a personal favour 
iohimselfl 

» Hoofd. ix. 862. Bor, vii. 606. Guicciar- 
dinL — " Janum Doueam, virum nobilem, 
Toparcham Nordovicenum, utraque lingua 
doctissimum, et poetam egregium."— Dese. 
Boll., ed. usa., 288, 289. "Juan Duse, Soiior 
de Nortwyck — gentil poeta en la lengua 
Latina." — Mendosa, xil. 254. *' Giovanni 
Dooza, poeta nobile di quel tempo ne' com- 
pnnimenti latini, e molto nobile ancora per 
qualitd di sangue e per altre prerogative di 
merito." — Bentivoglio, viii. 158. 

s Archives et Correspondance, v. 10. 
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selves alone, but that the fate of their 
coimtry and of unborn generations 
would, in all human probability, depend 
on the issue about to be tried. Eternal 
glory would be their portion if they 
mamfested a courage worthy of their 
race and of the sacred cause of religion 
and liberty. He implored them to 
hold out at least three months, assur- 
ing them that be would, within that 
time, devise the means of their deliver- 
ance.* The citizens responded, cou- 
rageously and confidently, to these 
missives, and assured the Prince of 
their firm confidence in their own forti- 
tude and his exertions.* 

And truly they had a right to rely 
on that calm and unflinching soul, as 
on a rock of adamant. All alone, 
without a being near him to consult, 
his right arm struck from him by the 
death of Louis, with no brother left to 
him but the untiring and faithful John, 
he prejmred without delay for the new 
task imposed upon him. France, since 
the defeat and death of Louis, and the " 
busy intrigues which had followed the 
accession of Henry III., had but small 
sympathy for the Netherlands. The 
English government, relieved from the 
fear of France, was more cold and 
haughty than ever. An Englishman, 
employed by Requesens to assassinate 
the Prince of Orange, bad been arrest- 
ed in Zealand, who impudently pre- 
tended that he had undertaken to per- 
form the same office for Count John, 
with the full consent and privity of 
Queen Elizabeth.^ The provinces of 
Holland and Zealand were stanch and 



* Letter of Orange in Bor, vii. 506. 
» Ibid. Hoofd, ix. 363, .S64. 

* The story was incredible so far as the 
Queen was implicated; but its invention by 
tue assassin indicated the estimate enter- 
tained, in general, of her sentiments to- 
wards the Netherlands. " Depuis cesto 
escripte," wrote the Prince to his brother, 
"Ton m'a icy envoy e de Zealande ung Ang- 
lois prisonnier, lequel entre aultres confesso 
d'avoir est^ jipport^ du nouveau Gouver- 
neur pour me tuer. Et avoit aussi, par 
charge du dit Gouvemenr, cntreprins de 
vous tuer a Coiiloigne, paspe dix ou douze 
jours. Et toutes tV.is il diet le tout avoir 
estfe faict par CDnsentcmont et avec intelli- 
gence de la Il(.yne d'Angletcrre, pour timt 
mieux descouvrir les desscinps des enncmis." 
—Archives de la Slaison d'Orange, v. 12, IS. 
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sable Buffering, but the event proved 
him wrong. It was received with 
universal and absolute contempt. No 
man came forward to take advantage 
of its conditions, save one brewer in 
Utrecht, and the son of a refugee 
pedlar from Leyden. With these ex- 
ceptions, the only ones recorded, Hol- 
land remained deaf to the royal voice.^ 
The city of Leyden was equally cold 
to the messages of mercy, which were 
QQ>ecially addressed to its population 
by Yaldez and his agents. Certain 
Ketherlanders, belonging to the King's 
party, and familiarly called " Clippers," 
despatched from the camp many let- 
ters to their rebellious acquaintances 
in the city. In these epistles the 
eitizens of Leyden were urgently and 
even pathetically exhorted to submis- 
oon by their loyal brethren, and were 
hnplored "to take pity upon their 
poor old fathers, their daughters, and 
their wives." But the burghers of 
Leyden thought that the best pity 
vluch they could shew to those poor 
^ did fathers, daughters, and wives, was 
' to keep them from the clutches of the 
Bponish soldiery; so they made no 
answer to the Glippers, save by this 
lingle line, which they wrote on a 
dieet of paper, and forwarded, like a 
letter, to Valdez: 

" Fistula dulce canity volucrem cum decipit 
aucepe."* 

According to the advice early given 
Vythe Prince of Orange, the citizens 
md taken an account of their provi- 
SOQB of all kinds, including the live 
>tock. By the end of Jime, the city 
' vas placed on a strict allowance of 
lood, all the provisions being purchased 
Jiy the authorities at an equitable price. 
Half a pound of meat and half a pound 
of bread was allotted to a full grown 
man, and to the rest a due proportion. 
Th« city being strictly invested, no 
<ionuiiumcation, save by carrier pigeons, 
ndby a few swift and skilful messen- 



1 Bor, vii 616. 

*Jan Fruytiers. Corte Beschryvinghe 
JMi der strenghe Belegeringhe en woude- 

"•priijeke Verlossinge der stadt Ijeyden 

"*rt fyvo^hing alle der Brieven die an de 
Jiffldertitadt ges^hreven zijn. — Ghedruckt 
*<* Delt, A. i>. 15T7. This contemporary 
m. very rare voliune is much the best 
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gers, called jumpers, was possible. 
Sorties and fierce combats were, how- 
ever, of daily occurrence, and a hand- 
some bounty was offered to any man 
who brought into the city gates the 
head of a Spaniard. The reward was 
paid many times, but the population 
was becoming so excited, and so apt, 
that the authorities felt it dangerous 
to permit the continuance of these 
conflicts. Lest the city, little by 
little, should lose its few disciplined 
defenders, it was now proclaimed, by 
sound of church-bell, that in future no 
man should leave the gates.^ 

The Princ^ had his head-quarters at 
Delft and at Rotterdam. Between 
those two cities, an important fortress, 
called Polderwaert, secured him in the 
control of the alluvial quadrangle, 
watered on two sides by the Yssel and 
the Meuse. On the 29th June, the 
Spaniards, feeling its value, had made 
an unsuccessful effort to carry this 
fort by storm. They had been beaten 
off, with the loss of several hundred 
men, the Prince remaining in posses- 
sion of the position, from which alone 
he could hope to relieve Leyden.* He 
still held in his hand the keys with 
which he could unlock the ocean gates, 
and let the waters in upon the land, 
and he had long been convinced that 
nothing could save the city but to 
break the dykes. Leyden was not 
upon the sea, but he could send the 
sea to Leyden, although an army fit to 
encoimter the besieging force imder 
Valdez could not be levied. The 
battle of Mookerheyde had, for the 
present, quite settled the question of 
land relief, but it was possible to be- 
siege the besiegers with the waves of 
the ocean. The Spaniards occupied 
the coast from the Hague to Vlaar- 
dingen, but the dykes along the Meuse 
and Yssel were in possession of the 
Prince. He determined that these 
should be pierced, while, at the same 



authority for the details of the memorable 
siege which it describes. It was the m.un 
source of the historian Pieter Bor. Com- 
pare Meteren, v. 94. Hoofd, x. 864. 

8 Jan Fruytiers. Bor, vii. 652. Metoren, 
v. Hoofd, ix. 366. 

* Bor, viL 648. 
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tiiUie; th« great dmee^ m. Rotterdam, 
Kdiu«duo, and Dc^ftiLaveii eh<mld be 

of*«j«L^ Tbe damage to tbe fields, 
vULajf «. aad ta^nnn^ crops would be 
etki/nsyj^3Jif but be felt that no other 
enj^T^ <ifjvld reecue Leydea, and with 
it tlj« wL'/]« of Hoiland, from destruc- 
tl^^DL Hhi tAfna ezpfjeitioDfi and impae- 
«lon«d «iloquence at laist overcame aU 
rei?u;tuj^. By the middle of July, the 
«ctau« fully orynKeoied t^ hie pkn, and 
jt« exuacuthm wa« immediately under- 
taken. " Better a drowned land than 
a I'M Und," * cried the patriots, with 
enthwihiKin^ a« they devoted their fer- 
tile fi<^ldi$ to deH^ilation. The enterprise 
ft/r restoring their territory, for a sea- 
n^m, t/> the wavcH, from which it had 
l^eerj iio patiently rescued, was con- 
dnCodti with as much regularity as if 
it liHfi Ixit-n a profitable undertaking. 
A cajyital was foimally subscribed, for 
whicii a c<;rtain number of bonds were 
iiwu'^l, {jayable at a long date.' In 
dd/iition V} this preliminary fund, a 
monthly allowance of forty-five gul- 
dens was voted by the estates, until 
the work should be completed, and a 
large sura was contributed by the 
ladies of tbe land, who freely fur- 
nished their plate, jfjwellerj', and costly 
furniture to the furtherance of the 
scheme.* 

Meantime, Valdez, on the 30th July, 
isKue^l most urgent and ample offers of 
jKirdon t*} the citizens if they would 
ctiXw*'Mi id <}\)ttn their gates and accept 
the King's authority, but his overtures 
were UiCAii\tn\ with silent contempt, 
notwithstanding that the population 
was ttlreatly approaching the starvation 
jKiint. Althougii not yet fully in- 
fonne^l of the active measures taken 
}>y the Prince, yet they still chose to 
rely u[>on his energy and their own 
fortitude, mther than n{Kjn the honied 
wonis which had formerly been heard 
at the gat<js of Harlem and of Naarden. 
On the 'Ad ui August, the Prince, ac- 

» Jk»r, viL 648. Metcren, v. 94. Hc>ofd, 
Jx. 870, 

« "Licvcr liodorven dan verioren land." 
— Kniytlom, 16. Mctorun, Hoofd, ubi buj). 

» IJor, vii, 640. li oofd, ix. 870, 371. 

* Ilwfd. ix. :i70. 

• Jan FniyUera. Bor, vii. 649, 650. 
Hoofd, ix. 871. 



oompaiued by l^ol Buys, <^ief of the 
oovmniflBioti aj^inted to execute the 
enterprise, went in person along the 
YaeeL as far as Eappdle, and superin- 
tended the rapture of the dykes in 
eirteen pkoesL The gates at S<^edam 
and Rotterdam were opened, and the 
ocean began to pour over the land. 
While waiting for the waters to rise, 
provisions were rapidly c<dlected, ac- 
cording to an edict of the Prince, in 
all the principal towns of the neigbour- 
hood, and some two hundred ressels, of 
various sizes, had also been got ready 
at Rotterdam, Delfthaven, and other 
porta.* 

The citizens of Leyden were, how- 
ever, already becoming impatient, for 
their bread was gone, and of its sub- 
stitute, malt cake, tiiey had but slen- 
der provision. On the 12th of August, 
they received a letter from the Pnnce, 
encouraging them to resistance, and 
assuring them of a speedy relief, and 
I on the 2l8t they addressed a despactch 
j to him in reply, stating that they had 
i now fulfilled their original promise, far 
\ they had held out two months with 
food, and another month without food* 
If not soon assisted, human strength 
could do no more; their malt cake 
would last but four days, and after 
that was gone, there was nothing left 
but starvation- Upon the same day, 
however, they received a letter, dic- 
tated by the Prince, who now lay in 
bed at Rotterdam with a violent fever, 
assuring them that the dykes were all 
pierced, and that the water was rising 
upon the " Land-scheiding," the great 
outer barrier which separated the city 
from the sea. He said nothing, how- 
ever, of his own illness, which would 
have cast a deep shadow over the joy 
which now broke forth among the* 
burghers/ 

The letter was read publicly in the 
market-place; and to increase the 
cheerfulness, burgomaster Van der 

« " Te weten, de cerate two niaendem met 
brood, en de derde maend met armoede."— 
Jan Fruytiers. 

^ Letter of Fl. de Nuynhem and N. 
Brunyuck to Count John of Nassau, in 
Archives de la Maison d'Orange, v. 88-40l 
Bor, vii, 660. 
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Weri, knowing the sensibility of his 
countrymen to music, ordered the city 
musicians to perambulate the streets, 
playing lively melodies and martial 
airs. Salvos of cannon were likewise 
fired, and the starving city for a brief 
space put on the aspect of a holiday, 
much to the astonishment of the be- 
sieging forces, who were not yet aware 
of the Prince's eflforts. They perceived 
very soon, however, as the water every- 
where about Leyden had risen to the 
depth of ten inches, that they stood in 
a perilous position. It was no trifling 
dsuiger to be thus attacked by the 
waves of the ocean, which seemed 
about to obey with docility the com- 
mand of William the Silent. Yaldez 
became anxious and uncomfortable at 
the strange aspect of afiGstirs; for the 
besieging army was now in its turn be- 
leaguered, and by a stronger power 
than man's. He consulted wiUi the 
most experienced of his officers, with 
the country-people, with the most dis- 
tinguished among the Glippers, and 
derived encouragement &om their 
views concerning the Prince's plan. 
They pronounced it utterly futile and 
hopeless. The Glippers knew the 
country well, and ri^culed the despe- 
rate project in unmeasured terms.^ 

Even in the city itself, a dull dis- 
trust had succeeded to the first vivid 
gleam of hope, while the few royalists 
among the population boldly taunted 
their fellow-citizens to their faces with 
the absurd vision of relief which they 
had so fondly welcomed. " Go up to 
the tower, ye Beggars," was the fre- 
quent and tavmting cry, " go up to the 
tower, and tell us if ye can see the 
ocean coming over the dry land to 
your relief " * — and day after day they 
did go up to the ancient tower of Hen- 
gist, with heavy heart and anxious 
eye, watching, hoping, praying, fearing, 
and at last almost despairing of relief 
by God or man. On the 27th they 
addressed a desponding letter to the 
estates, complaining that the city had 
been forgotten in its utmost need, and 



the Prince, 



125 



1 Hoofd, ix. 372. Bor, vii. 551. 

' ** Gkiet en op den toren gy GreuskeDs en 
siet bet Haeswater te gemoot," etc., etc. — 
JanFruytiera. JBor vii. 651. Hoofd, ix. 374. 



on the same day a prompt and warm- 
hearted reply was received, in which 
the citizens were assured that every 
human effort was to be made for their 
relief. " Rather," said the estates, 
''will we see our whole land and all 
our possessions perish in the waves, 
than forsake thee, Leyden. We know 
full well, moreover, that with Leyden 
all Holland must perish alsa" They 
excused themselves for not having 
more frequently written, upon the 
ground that the whole management of 
the measures for their relief had been 
intrusted to the Prince, by whom alone 
all the details had been administered, 
and all the correspondence conducted." 
The fever of the Prince had, mean- 
while, reached its height. He lay at 
Rotterdam, utterly prostrate in body, 
and with mind agitated nearly to deli- 
rium, by the perpetual and almost un- 
assisted schemes which he was con- 
structing. Relief, not only for Leyden, 
but for the whole country, now appa- 
rently sinking into the abyss, was the 
vision which he pursued as he tossed 
upon his restless couch. Never was 
illness more unseasonable. His attend- 
ants were in despair, for it was neces- 
sary that his mind should for a time 
be spared the agitation of business. 
The physicians who attended him 
agreed, as to his disorder, only in this, 
that it was the result of mental fatigue 
and melancholy, and could be cured 
only by removing all distressing and 
perplexing subjects from his thoughts ; 
but all the physicians in the world 
could not have succeeded in turning 
his attention for an instant from the 
great cause of his country. Leyden 
lay, as it were, anxious and despairing 
at his feet, and it was impossible for 
him to close his ears to her cry. 
Therefore, from his sick-bed he con- 
tinued to dictate words of coimsel and 
encouragement to the city; to Admiral 
Boisot, commanding the fleet, minute 
directions and precautions.* Towards 
the end of August a vague report had 
found its way into his sick chamber 

8 See tbo letter in Bor, vii. 551, 552. 
* Letters of N. Bruuyiick, Arch, et Cor- 
respond,, V. 39, 46. Bor, vii. 651, 552. 
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thftt Lejden liad fallen, and dthough 
ho ryfitsfd to cre<fit the tale, yet it 
BtTved to hanuia kiti ijiind, and to 
heighten fev**r. Cornelitia Vim Mie- 
rop, Receiver-GeQeral of HoUatidT hM 
oecaaion to viait him at Rotterdam, 
nndt strange to relate, found the hou^ 
almxTSt ^ie^erted, Peaetratinij, tinat- 
tender!, to the Prtnce'a bed-chamber, 
he found him lying quite oJone. In- 
quiring what had becom© of all his 
att-endantsi he Wsia anawerped by the 
Prince, in a very feeble Toice, thtit be 
had sent them iill away. The Heceiver- 
General seem5,£romtbk,to have rather 
hastily arriTed at the conchision that 
the Priuee'a disorder waa the pest, and 
thai his serraniis and fricnda bad all 
deserted him from eowardiee.* This 
waa very far from being tbe ease, Bjb 
privnte secretary and hia maitre dTiStel 
watehcd, day and night, by hii couch, 
and the best phyaicians of the city 
were in eonsta^nt attendance. By a 
singular atjcidetit, all had been de- 
spatched on different errands, at the 
expre^a desire of their maeter, but 
there hod never been a BiiBpicion that 
Ms disorder was the pest, or pestilen- 
tial. Nervea of steel, and a frame of 
^kdamani cotilrl alone have restated the 
eonatant anxiety and the coneuming 
fatigue td whif^b be hnd flo lung been 
esposBd. H 13^ illness had been aggrOr 
vated by the rumonr of Leyden's fell, 
a fiction which Comeliua Mierop waa 
now enabled flatly to contradict. The 
Prince b^gan to mend from that hour, 
By the end of the first week of Sep- 
temlner, he wrote a long letter to Ma 
brother, asaiiring him of hia convale- 
scence, and expressing, as usnal| a 
caJm <M)nfidence in the Divine decrees 
-'*' God will ordain for me/' mid he, 
"a!l which ii* neceesary for my good 
and mj inalvation. He iivill load me 
with no mare afHietions than tho fror 
gihty of this nature can sustain/* ^ 
The preparations for the relief of Ley- 

* Bqt. vy. fiSL Hoofd. tt 373, 373.— 
Siiuh wa^ thfi infonnEitioci giTca by him 
to the liTstorian Lk»r, whoag iK^-oiiiit is 
foil owed by Borifd and rjthui'a^ Thd lett'-rs 

firrrrc. Oil Ihfl mmtiaiyj the Pfilfdrtiiki with 
trhk^h tfei5 Pi'Jacti w^is fttttnidtftJ In IjIs ill* 
itefl*— dtTToliiT&f tt GgiTc*p»)a'Jain<s, v. &^^6. 
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den. wbichj noiwithstaiiclinjp hi 
ertioDB, bad grown ilack dti 
nc^, were n©w Tigwrmi.- 
On the let of Septetn\fLi. . 
Boisot arrived otit of Zealand with i 
small number of vessiela, and witl 
eight hundred veteran sailom Ai 
and ferocioua crew were th^:^ i 
bnndred Zealandei^ ^Scarred, 
and even maimedt in tlio 
couiicta in which their lives bsd j 
wearing ereacents in their capa, 
the inscription, "Rather Turkisli t 
Popish ■"' renowned far and wide, m 
much for their ferocity as for thfflt 
natitical skill; the appearance of these 
wildest of the " Searbeggars " w3«brvUi 
eccentric and terrific. They tpere 
known never to give nor to taka 
qaarter, for tbcy went to m&rtal cckb^ 
bat only, and hid iwora to spar* i ^ 
ther noble nor simple, neither ^' 
kaiser, nor pope, aboiild they fall i 
their power.* 

More than two hundred vessels bad 
been now assembled, carrying genertUj 
ten pi^jces of cannon, with from ten 
to eighteen oars, and nmnned with 
twenty-five bundled veterans, experi- 
enced both on land and water.* ~ 
work waa now undertaken 
The distance from Leyden to the oa 
dyke, over whose inina the ocesui ] 
already been adm.itt<? 1, v.t 
fifteen -milea. This ro 
however, waa not n: 
the eea by these extcni?ii bai ; ili^ ■ 
The flotilla made ita wajr ^ith Mk»f I 
the Land-scheiding, -^ -♦. — 
within five miles of I 
its pi^gresa waa arrc 
proaoh to the city woja auriroiji 
nrixiny strong rami^iart^, f>ne w1^ 
other* by wblcb it wa- ' 
itfl ancient cnemyj tij 
like the circumvallatr . - 
wblcli it woB now asaallcd by its mciro 
receitt enemy, the Spaniard. To enatd» 
tho fleet, however, to sail over tbe hodt 



* An:|ilT«a et Ci>rrt»poiidani«ai, «lc^ U. 

* *' Llever Turje daii Eth*," Jm 
toron, V. ^4, 

-( Mctamn, v. 04. Bor, vIL ^±. 
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it was necessary to break through this 
two-fold series of defences. Between 
the Land-scheiding and Leyden were 
several dykes, which kept out the 
water; upon the level territory, thus 
encircled, were many villages, together 
with a chain of sixty-two forts, which 
completely occupied the land. All 
these villages and fortresses were held 
by the veteran troops of the King; 
the besieging force being about four 
times as strong^ as that which was 
eoming to the rescue. 

The Prince had given orders that 
the Land-scheiding, which was still 
one-and-a-haLf foot above water, should 
be taken possession of, at every hazard. 
On the night of the 10th and 11th of 
September this was accomplished, by 
gmprise, and in a masterly manner.' 
The few Spaniards who had been sta- 
tioned upon the dyke were all des- 
patched or driven off, and the patriots 
fortified themselves upon it, without 
^ loss of a man. As the day dawned 
the Spaniards saw the fatal error which 
they had committed in leaving this 
bulwark so feebly defended, and from 
two villages which stood close to the 
fl^ke, the troops now rushed in con- 
nderable force to recover what, they 
Ittd lost. A hot action succeeded, but 
the patriots had too securely established 
liiemselves. They completely defeated 
the enemy, who retired, leaving hun- 
dreds of dead on the field, and the 
patriots in complete possession of the 
land-scheiding.^ This first action was 
Mtguinary and desperate. It gave an 
twnest of what these people, who came 
to relieve their brethren by sacrificing 
tbeir property and tlifeir lives, were 
tbtennined to effect. It gave a revolt- 
ing proof , too, of the intense hatred 
^rtach nerved their arms. AZealander, 
Wiving struck down a Spaniard on the 
^ke, knelt on his bleeding enemy, 
toro his heart from his bosom, fastened 
^ teeth in it for an instant, and then 

* The army of Valdez numbered at least 
wtt thousand. —Hoofd, ix. 887. 

' Jan Pruytiers. — Compare Bor, vii. 664. 
Boofd,ix.375. 

* Bor, Yii. 554. Hoofd, ix. 375, 376. 

* Ibid. Meteren, v. 94. Hoofd, ix. 376. 

* "Dit gebeten herte met den t^kenen 
<w taodetn is binnen Delf daer na van velo 
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threw it to a dog, with the exclamation, 
" 'Tis too bitter." * The Spanish heart 
was, however, rescued, and kept for 
years, with the marks of the soldier's 
teeth upon it,^ a ead testimonial of the 
ferocity engendered by this war for 
national existence. 

The great dyke haviug been thus 
occupied, no time was lost in breaking 
it through in several places, a work 
which was accomplished under the 
very eyes of the enemy. The fleet 
sailed through the gaps; but, after 
their passage had been effected in good 
order, the Admiral found, to his sur- 
prise, that it was not the only rampart 
to be carried. The Prince had been 
informed, by those who claimed to 
know the country, that, when once 
the Land-scheiding had been passed, 
the water would flood the country as 
far as Leyden, but the " Green-way," 
another long dyke, three-quarters of a 
mile farther inward, now rose at least 
a foot above the waters, to oppose their 
further progress. Fortunately, by a 
second and still more culpable care- 
lessness, this dyke had been left by 
the Spaniards in as unprotected a 
state as the first had been. Promptly 
and audaciously Admiral Boisot took 
possession of this barrier also, levelled 
it in many places, and brought his 
flotilla, in triumph, over its ruins. 
Again, however, he was doomed to 
disappointment. A large mere, called 
the Fresh-water Lake, was kno^'n to 
extend itself directly in his path about 
midway between the Land-scheiding 
and the city. To this piece of water, 
into which he expected to have in- 
stantly floated, his only passage lay 
through one deep canal. The sea 
which had thus far borne him on, now 
diffusing itself over a very wide sur- 
face, and under the influence of an 
adverse wind, had become too shallow 
for his ships. The canal alone was 
deep enough, but it led directly to- 



lofwaerdige luiden gesieii en zijn daer na 
ook, eeinigc carminanitgogeven," etc. — Bor, 
vu. 654. 

One of the "carmina" thus alluded to by 
the historian, was a Latin poem by the Com- 
mandant Van der Docs, in which the pr«)- 
grt'sa of tlio siego is described with much 
spirit and elegance. 
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Tii-i nL<e of the Dutch Repithiic. [1574. 

=-.r r.^'-y cc irieil bv their feet, while on the waTes rode a 

-:;■-.- -rr.. rs. n".-.re«..vtfr. ti-.-iilla, maimed bj a deteniiined race, 

: I Tcj'-re tXA'^vLsand. wh-jse courage and fer<.»ciTT were 

-: l^i» : the caii^iL' ku-»wii thr^/lJgLout the world. The 

-.. "c-rr:iieleAj. dc:er- Si>anish Boliiiere. brave as thev were 

..a • .-Nj.--:t?. if i-.'Asibl-e. ou land, were not sailors, and "in the 

: _> *:r.::«'es: v^.*- nivjj contests which had taken place 

< ir:.!".rry. i\r.'X V.-i ''^:-.vecn ihtm and the Hollanders, had 

:: ".T-.l :L^ v..:i h::-^l:. Ir^n a'.nn-.st invariably defeated. It 

.::w ::...: z. ii-ike Lis v.\vi n^t 6urj.'riis:ng. in theee amphibious 

■:. r:r .:.c-T'.: i L.*: -•kiniiisheij, where diecipline was of 

. . i^-.'. '.L-;:: .-. nvTrtcI .::":le avail, and habitual audacity 

. _. .-.- Lis Li^i: ciu-^r^ filtered at the vague dimgers which en- 

.•.:::"..-: v..:L j, <:i..ri- c. inp-as-Kri them, that the foreign troope 

I.:-* :.-.::. :lr "ir.-.is Bl-.v.li Iv*e their presence i.if mind. 

A::cr i . -ji-^ i fc«v Three barriers. I'ue within the other, 

-....!: • ^ :Lt :::.:rc^'- Lad n.w lieen passed, and the flotilla, 

v.- 15 i-ivaiicini: with the advancing waves, 

' ai-d driving ihe enemy steaiiily before 
it, wsuj drawing nearer to the belea* 
erirzT^ city. As L-iie circle after another 
\v^ T.»::^a.ei. the besiei.-ing army found 

>„>ll.»v w^irr. itscli c.-:L.presst?d wiihin a constantiy 

'.-.>» :L.-^ :-.v.. c.-iitracting nel'i The" Ark of Delft, 

..-^ s.rfTtrly. a:: en.Tiiiu.us vessel, with shut-proof 

.■ >.:.i :L.i- I -ilwcj-ks. and m.'ved by paddle-wheels* 

-. .. ^i.-- :i.y tiiriied ly a crank, now arrived at Zoe- 

. u tLs 1 r:L. leni-eer. and was sx-n foUowed by the 

i:.t: !.-«-.■?:. wL.le ieei. After a brief delay, suf- 

; iT.. ; - Lr n.lriit to Sujow the few remaining 

.ii.rc- ilr v:L;»j:-. rs to escii»e. iK'th Zi>etermeer 

..:i..a.:j was ani iW^iiiLuyzeL. with the fortifies- 

: •. i«? :r.:i. ii.'ns. were »et vn zse. and al^andoned 

..■-.\;.-.. ..v.. I I. iLvir fate. The blaze lighted up 

: . \ -...A-.iij: iLt .le=..«l:i:r and watery waste arouni 

.-. .. .: .•.::.- .ui.': "■v.^s 5:x:i at LevJen, where it was 

..^. ..-.. ::;t L...'.vl as iLe beacon of hujie. Witb- 

..w :■...: ..;- . . .:: :.-.r:Ler in.iK:-.iiment. the anuiulft 

.\v. v:...L :'r.'.-et\;ed :. ^anh Aa: the enemy 

•.•:. ■.:. .',T '."-. Tro.iiLiiC tr^'ji tLi* jKisition also, ana 

.. ;. -w . : :.;• .--: *■ Zveierwiaide, a strongly forti- 

. . . . . -.": r.i'i v:i..igt b:ii a mile and three quar 

-,....: ;or^ :r l. tLc c:iy walls. It wasnoir 

.. . .> :., ': >\v..r:...i;c with tro-.'j«s. f'.»r the bulk of 

\\. ::.» vv>:v::".n^ army Lad gi-adually been 

V . . x» .- .".;■. £-:. ::.:. a nanvw circle of forts, 
V ;:. :. I'll i::.nrAiiate neighb«>urhood 

v.. -.v.. iiesi'ios Zoeterw'oude,the 

>:> wiiiTe they were principally 

„ V .--. ..^; ,■ ; \\i-:v L:»iiiineu andLeyd«^ 

,x >. .:..,:. w;:h:n three hundred roJa 

. . ! -.v:.. At Leydoixlorp werB 

. . .-.:.:•: i':-s I'f Valdez; Culond 

■\ ■ .: .-J. xii. A52. 
. ^ . :.■:■.•>. 15- .r. vii. 5J6. Hoofi 
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hrgia. commaTnled in the very strong 
foTtnsBE of LAmtDerL' 

The fl&Bt wae, however, delayed at 
Ntfrth Aa by anotber batrier, caUed 
t^e ** Kirk-way/* Tha waters, too, 
fpraaditJg onoe morB over a wider 
ipajce^ and dimmishing lender an east 
wind, frbicb had again arisen, no longer 
permitted their prc^ess, &o that very 
ioon the whole armiula wajB Htranded 
MfiTT. The waters fell to the depth 
of nine ificheij while the veaeela re- 
quired eighteen and twenty. Day 
ftfier day the fleet lay motionleM upon 
Che ehatlDW iea. Orange, rising from 
M» mck bed ae soon iks he could stand, 
DOW came on board the fleet His 
pttsem^e diffufled univeiBal joy; his 
words inspired his despondinj^ artny 
with freah hope- He rebuked the im- 
patient spirits who, weary of their 
comptilaoTy idJeoeae, bofl shewn aymp- 
toma ot ill-timed ferDcity; and those 
ei^t hundred mad Zealanderti, &o 
bmntic in their hatred to the foreign- 
CII9 who had ao long profaned their 
land^ were as docile aa children to the 
Prince. He reconnoitred the whole 
ground, and iamied orders for the im- 
mediate destmctton of the Klrk-way, 
tlie la^st important barrier which s^pa- 
imted the fleet from Ley den. Then, 
kfter a long eonf^reoce with Admiral 
Bi:iijH*''t^ he retnmed to Delft. ^ 

<ntime, the besieged city was at 
' gft»p* The burghers had been 
-itate of uncertainty for many 
^^eing atwiim that the fleet had 
^Ji t'-'t their relief, but knowing 
< thousand obstacles which 
Tnoiint, They had gu^sed 
- by the illumination frotp 
J irnlages; they had heard 
Hi artillery on ita arrival at 
,; but since then^ all had 
kfk and moumf nl again,, hope 
^ id dcfeening alterpation, die* 

I «v«y breaist. They knew that 

bwind was unfaTourable, and, at the 
of eaeh day, evciy eye was 
ned wiMifuIly to the Yanes of the 
ileefiiet^ So hmg aa the easterly 
hrem prerajledj they felt, as they 
aii^jooflily stood on towers and house- 



•I Dor, ilootd, nhJ fliip, JUendusa. 
i Bon ^^ '^0' Houfd, Ix. S^. 
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tojis, that they must look in vain for 
the weleome ocean. Yet, whDe tbue 
patiently waiting, they were lit-erally 
starring; for even tbe misitry endin-ed 
at Harlem had not reached that depth 
and intensity of agony to whioh Ley- 
den was now reducjod. Bread, mrdt- 
cake, horse-flesh, had entirely disap- 
peared; dogs, cats, ratB» and other 
vermin, were esteemed hixuries* A 
small number of cows, kept as long aa 
possible^ for their milk, stiJi remAiii^d * 
but a few were killed from day to day, 
and distributed in minute proportions, 
hardly sufficient to support life among 
the femifihing population. Starving 
wretches swanned daily around the 
shambles where these cattle were 
slaughtered, contending for any mor- 
sel which might fall, and lapping 
eagerly the blood as it ran along the 
pavement; while the hides, chopped 
and boiled, were greedily devoured. 
Women and child ren* all day long, 
were seen searching gutters and dung* 
hills for moreele of fotxl, which they 
disputed fiercely with the famishiag 
dogs* The green leaves were stripped 
from the trees, every living herb was 
converted mto hntnan food, but these 
expBdienta could uot avert starvation. 
The daily mortality was frightful — 
infants sl^rved to death on the mater- 
nal breasts^ which famine had parehed 
and withered; mothers droppeii dead 
in the streets, with their dead children 
in their arms. In many a house the 
watchmen^ in their rn^nndii,, found a 
whole family of corpaefij, father, mother, 
and children, side by side; for a dis< 
order oaUed the plague, naturally en* 
gendered of hiwdrfiip and famine, now 
came, as if in kiudnt^ss, to abridge the 
agony of the people. The pestilenoe 
stalked at noonday through the cityj, 
and the doomed inhabitants fell like 
grafis beneath Its scythe. From six 
thousand to eight thousand human 
beings sank before ^s scoui^e alone, 
yet the people resolutely held out — 
women and men mutually encouniguig 
each other to resist the entrance of 
their foreign foe — an evil more horrible 
I than pest or famine.' 

B juxi Fruytiura, Dor, vii. iBT. Hoofd^ 
I U, 3SL Meteren, v, Oi. Jl«iidaza's e«l^ 
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• ■ ;--"«fr.iin V I |i |p7, who »iw Only alt i^mative. Your menaces move 

"v il'iM Mw» i»«^ipi^cH crmlH nifl not: my liiti ia at your liiapodol; 

• t. ... . flinty ..f|li^f>■t'n p^-i^itMrn, hpr« 10 my ^sworri. plimve it inio my 

[■' ' Vi'lv m<'> Hw> r»ity, hh« ' hrftaBt. *nd diviile my desii anionic you. 

.. . .^. '■ ■...;,! ^ .,i.»ro |,r«rfli5;;»l of bin Take myboriy t«) appeaae ynur huncw, 

. • t- • r.l- 'h-i*. ibo rif/vm misfht I'liit ftxpect no surrender do long aa I 

, •«< • .'i..4ii,iM fi'..TM \\\a arr:ii*p, remain alive."'* 

'11. ...J, ,i.,i .11*.:. in ili.Mr iiriKir.'tnrp. : The woMh of the stou'E btiTsromaster 

I. I ... , i....iiy .i.oTi.l.iirtr] fli.ijr lK'iy»*»B \t\9C[AtcA A ncw couHnje In the hearts of 

'•'■»' i"t« •»■-*>• <].MrTifw] tlio RiiTri- ' Mioae who heard him, and a ahcut of 

' • ■"" ■" ' •• I "V''«^i» w'l^ wj>i- apfilaiiflft and defiance aro^-e from the 

' ,.«.}■ j.iJr A f.-w iiinrriMirA fnriii»«hing V/ut enthiwLostic crowd. 

' • I. ■/ . 1 ... ....•«; .ti-illy l»i»^rfl j\t. I Thfly Ifft the place, aftrr exchanging 

"■ ' .},■.. .1,,., .{ ♦ii.. iii-nfUfriK'*. nrw VOWS of fidelity with their magi*- 

♦r-*N\ and iijjrain aijoenfled tower and 

i'lMliTM'.'nt to watch f-.r the coming 

H.'vt. Kr«ir;i the rarnfttrts they hurled 

rt^n.^we*! d»'Ii.iTM;» at the vnemy. " Ye 

•■aM im r.iT •MtiTji and d«Jt'-«:ater8," they 

■■»:''d. ".Hid it i.s in;e. Nj long, then, 

*< y»"- h.wrd' j: Kirk ur cAt mew within 

•Ji • wn''^. y<' ir.iy knMW that the city , 

!j '* f* "It. Arvl when all has perished 

•■--.*: '.I" ..iM-s."vv«?. U' #Mre that we will 

.•■.•»! -^i-I? .i,:v M-.r o'.T Ui" ;iriLLs, retaining 

:. ., .,." f;fr. i;.i tv-tVud our women, our 

■I., a '\u:v ir.i 1,.- n:'!-i;.>u against the 

■' '"'.:" -v-yn. Si:.;f;Ld Civ.ii. in Hii 

■■..'..•« ^-'i. .'.. •••.•;•. "if 'i.^ •i'^zmct'wa. and 
• v.. 'i-.ny ",€ »;■ — ■ .-r. tfv^'c then will we j 
..»./, ii.i 11 i:-i T" >ifCi"^''f» :.r «"Vrfr acainife ' 

.■nr i.«si •Mill!, -v.' ■!•- ."vt: Lvu^di we will 

■.I..H .-,.. iiT ■. ••.»,! -itv. i::i' :er-sh. men, 

1-^. %--.m.ii, iiTif -'ji i-i'-ii -•.■ciciicr in tha 

•1 ..■ I mix. r..:-J»:i- -.I.UI -sUIp-'' C? i.Ciei tO 

'■■ •"..:!«»'.:, luw III." ':ifc^»s* 10 be 

■-'■•*' '^^■'■•'i Ts-r.'s ■/: iiidiaee, 

•'* ■■■=•■■ • ■•'■ f'-n .-.ii* ;:t~.j*Ejecn 

■■ -« ■ ■ •.•' ■■■-i-m-'i '■" .*i i?3 uf M lis 
••■■■ ,.■•.■:•■•■< ii. :\'.^ edw 

". ■ !:•■... •■.".'. .1 .-h" SJJJWCS* 

..-■■ •. ■ ' ■-.:-;!'- 1« T-in-.j..: :t lie 
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flew into the eHy, bringing a letter 
from Adminl Boiaot.^ In this de- 
spatch, the pontion of the fleet at 
Korth Aa was deecribed in encourag- 
ing terms, and the inhabitants were 
asBored that> in a very few days at 
furthest, the long-ezpeoted relief would 
enter their gates. The letter was read 
pablidy upon the market-place, and the 
bells were rung for joy. Nevertheless, 
on the morrow, the vanes pointed to 
the east, the waters, so far from rising, 
eontimied to sink, and Admiral Boisot 
was almost in despair. He wrote to 
the Prince, that if the spring-tide, now 
to be ezp«cted, should not, together 
with a staroBg and favourable wind, 
come immediately to their relief, it 
would be in vain to attempt anything 
further, and that the expedition would 
of necenity be abandoned. The tem- 
pest oame to their relief. A violent 
equinoctial gale, on the night of the 
Irt and 2d of October, came storming 
from the north-west, shifting after a 
£bw hours full eight points, and then 
blowing stm more violently from the 
soath-west The waters of the North 
Sea were |nled in vast masses upon the 
southern coast of Holland, and then 
dashed furiously landward, the ocean 
rising over the earth, and sweeping 
with unrestrained power across the 
mined dykes.* 

In the course of twenty-four hours, 
the fleet at North Aa, instead of nine 
inches, had more than two feet of 
vater. No time was lost The Eirk- 
way, which had been broken through, 
according to the Prince's instructionH, 
was now completely overflowed, and 
the fleet sailed at midnight, in the 
nndst of the storm and darkness. A 
Ibw sentinel veeselB of the enemy chal- 
lenged them as they steadily rowed to- 
wards 2iOeterwoude. The answer was 
a flash from Boise's cannon, lighting 
iq> the Mack waste of waters. There 
was a fierce naval midnight battlo^a 



am Leaden te ontaetten als het henluiden 
mogelijk was te stcrren tnetter hand te 
veiken en grijpen." — Bor, vii. 557. 

» Bor, vii, 557.— See also the text of the 
letter transmitted on ^he same day and in 
the aame manner, from, the Admiral to the 
Commaudant Nordtwyck, in Groenv. Prins- 
terer. The tone of the letter is spirited, 



strange spectacle among the branches 
of those qui^ orchards, and with the 
chimney-stacks of half -submerged farm 
houses rising around the contending 
vessels.' The neighbouring village of 
Zoeterwouda shook with the dischwges. 
of the Zealanders' cannon, and Uie 
Spaniards assembled in that fortress 
knew that the rebel Admiral was at 
last afloat, and on his course. The 
enemy's vessels were soon sunk, their 
ere^'s hurled into the waves. On 
went the fleet, sweeping over the 
broad watecs which lay between Zo^ 
terwoude and Zwieten. As they ajv* 
proached some shallows, which led 
into the^great mere, the Zealanders 
dashed into the sea, and with sheer 
strength shouldered every vessel 
through. Two obstacles lay still in 
their path — ^the forts of Zoeterwoude 
and Lammen, distant from the city 
five hundred and two hundred and 
fifty yards respectively. Strong re- 
doubts, both well supplied with troops 
and artillery, they were likely to give 
a rough reception to the light flotilla; 
but the panic, which had hitherto 
driven their foes before the advancing 
patriots, had reached Zoeterwoude, 
Hardly was the fleet in sight, when 
the Spaniards, in the early morning, 
poured out from the fortress, and fled 
precipitately to the left, along a road 
which led in a westerly direction to- 
wards the Hague. Their narrow path 
was rapidly vanishing in the waves, 
and hundreds sank beneath the con- 
stantly deepening and treacherous 
flood. The wild Zealanders, too, 
sprang from their vessels upon the 
crumbling dyke, and drove their re- 
treating foes into the sea. They 
hurled their harpoons at them, with 
an accuracy acquired in many a polar 
chase ; they plunged into the waves in 
the keen pursuit, attacking them with 
boat-hook and dagger. The numbers 
who thus fell beneath these corsairs. 



chetrfnl, and almost jocular. The writer 
claims the hospitality of the Commnndant, 
assuring him that he shall soon arrive in 
Leyden, to be a guest in his house. — Ar- 
chives de la Maison d'Orange, v. 67, 68. 

a Bor, vii. 657. 

s Ibid. Hoofd, ix. 882. Meteren, v. 95. 
Mendoza, xii. 263. 
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The Rise of the 



who neither gave nor took quarter, 
were never counted, but probably not 
leeus than a thousand perished. The 
rest effected their escape to the 
Hague.^ 

The first fortress was thus seized, 
dismantled, set on fire, and passed, 
and a few strokes of the oars brought 
the whole fleet close to Lammen. 
This last obstacle rose formidable and 
fro\N'ning directly across their patli. 
Swarming as it was with soldiers, and 
bristling with artillery, it seemed to 
defy the armada either to carry it by 
storm or to pass imder its gims into 
the city.* It appeared that the enter- 
prise was, after all, to founder within 
sight of the long expecting and ex- 
pected haven. Boisot anchored his 
fleet within a respectful distance, and 
spent what remained of the day in 
carefully reconnoitring the fort, which 
seemed only too strong. In conjunc- 
tion with Leyderdorp, the head-quarters 
of Valdez, a mile and a half distant 
on the right, and within a mile of the 
city, it seemed so insuperable an im- 
pediment that Boisot wrote in des- 
pondent tone to the Prince of Orange. 
He announced his intention of carrying 
the fort, if it were possible, on the 
following morning, but if obliged to 
retreat, he observed, with something 
like despair, that there would be no- 
thing for it but to wait for another 
gale of wind. If the waters should 
rise sufficiently to enable them to 
make a wide detour, it might be pos- 
sible — if, in the meantime, Leyden did 
not starve or surrender — to enter its 
gates from the opposite side.^ 

Meantime, the citizens had grown 
wild with expectation. A dove had 
been despatehed by Boisot, informing 
them of his precise position, and a 
number of citizens accompanied the 
burgomaater, at nightfall, toward the 
tower of Hengist — "Yonder," cried 
the magistrate, stretehing out his hand 
towards Lammen, "yonder, behind 
that fort, are bread and meat, and 
brethren in thousands. Shall all this 



Dutch Eepuhlic. [1574. 

be destroyed by the Spanish guns^ «r 
shall we rush to the rescue of our 
friends ? " " We will tear the fortress 
to fragments with our teeth and uaila," 
was the reply, "before the relief, so 
long expected, shall be wrested from 
us."^ It was resolved that a sortie, 
in conjunction with the operations of 
Boisot, should be made against Lam- 
men with the earliest dawn. Night 
descended upon the scene, a plteh-dark 
night, full of anxiety to the Spaniards, 
to the armada, to Leyden. Strange 
sights and sounds occurred at different 
moments to bewilder the anxious sen- 
tinels. A long procession of lights 
issuing from the fort was seen to flit 
across the black face of the waters, in 
the dead qf night, and the whole of 
the city wall, between the Cow-^te 
and the Tower of Burgundy, fell with 
a loud crasL The horror-struck citi- 
zens thought that the Spaniards were 
upon them at last; the Spaniards 
imagined the noise to indicate a des- 
perate sortie of the citizens.* Eveiy- 
thing was vague and mysterious. 

Day dawned, at length, after the 
feverish night, and the Admiral pre- 
pared for the assault. Within thtf 
fortress reigned a death-like stillness, 
which inspired a sickening suspicion. 
Had the city, indeed, been carried in 
the night; had the massacre already 
commenced; had all this labour and 
audacity been expended in vain! 
Suddenly a man was descried, wading 
breast-high through the water from 
Lammen towards the fleet, while at 
the same time, one solitary boy was 
seen to wave his cap from the summit 
of the fort. After a moment of doubt, 
the happy mystery was solved. The 
Spaniards had fled, panic-struck, during 
the darkness. Their position would 
still have enabled them, with firm- 
ness, to frustrate the enterprise of the 
patriots, but the hand of God, which 
had sent the ocean and the tempest to 
the deliverance of Leyden, had struck 
her enemies with terror likewise. The 
lights which had been seen moving 



1 Jan Fruytiers. Bor, lii. 658. Hoofd, ix. 
883. Mendoza, xii. 264. 

2 Bor, vii 659. Hoofd, ix. 384 Meteren, 
r. 05. 



8 Ibid. Ibid., ix. 886. 
* Bor, vii. 659. 

5 Jan Fruytiers. Bor, viL 669. Hetereu. 
V. 95. Mendoza, xii. 265. 
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during the night were the lanterns of 
the retreatmg Spaniards, and the boy 
who was now waving his triumphant 
signal from the battlements had alone 
witnessed the spectacle. So confident 
was he in the conclusion to which it 
led him, that he had volunteered at 
daybreak to go thither all alone. The 
magistrates, fearing a trap, hesitated 
for a moment to believe the truth, 
which soon, however, became quite 
evident.^ Valdez, flying himself from 
Leyderdorp, had ordered Colonel Borgia 
to retire with all his troops from Lam- 
men. Thus, the Spaniards had re- 
treated at the very moment that an 
extraordinary accident had laid bare a 
whole side of the city for their entrance. 
The noise of the wall, as it fell, only 
inspired them with fresh alarm; for 
they believed that the citizens had 
sallied forth in the darkness to aid the 
advancing flood in the work of destruc- 
tion. All obstacles being now removed, 
the fleet of Boisot swept by Lammen ,and 
entered the city on the morning of the 
3d of October. Leyden was relieved.* 
The quays were lined with the 
famishing population, as the fleet 
rowed through the canals, every human 
being who could stand coming forth 
to greet the preservers of the city. 
Kread was thrown from every vessel 
among the crowd. The poor creatures 
who for two months had tasted no 
wholesome human food, and who had 
literally been living within the jaws 
of death, snatched eagerly the blessed 
gift, at last too liberally bestowed. 
Many choked themselves to death, in 
the greediness with which they de- 
voured their bread ; others became ill 
with the effects of plenty thus sud- 
denly succeeding starvation; — but 
these were isolated cases, a repetition 
of which was prevented The Admiral, 
stepping ashore, was welcomed by the 
magistracy, and a solemn procession 
was imm^ihately formed. Magistrates 
and citizens, wild Zealanders, emaciated 
burgher guards, sailors, soldiers, wo- 
men, children, — nearly every living 

1 Jan Fi-uytiers. Bor, vii. 659. Hoofd, 
ix.385. 

« Ibid. Ibid., vii. 660. Hoofd, Meteren, 
obi sup. 
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person within the walls, all repaired 
without delay to the great church, 
stout Admiral Boisot leading the way. 
The starving and heroic city, which 
had been so firm in its resistance to an 
earthly king, now bent itself in humble 
gratitude before the King of kings. 
After prayers, the whole vast congre- 
gation joined in the thanksgiving hymn. 
Thousands of voices raised the song, 
but few were able to carry it to its 
conclusion, for the imiversal emotion, 
deepened by the music, became too full 
for utterance. The hymn was abruptly 
suspended, while the multitude wept 
like children. This scene of honest 
pathos terminated, the necessary mea- 
sures for distributing the food and for 
relieving the sick were taken by the 
magistracy. A note despatched to the 
Prince of Orange was received by him 
at two o'clock, as he sat in church at 
Delft. It was of a somewhat different 
purport from that of the letter which 
he had received early in the same day 
from Boisot — the letter in which the 
admiral had informed him that the 
success of the enterprise depended, 
after all, upon the desperate assault 
upon a nearly impregnable fort. The 
joy of the Prince may be easily ima- 
gined, and so soon as the sermon was 
concluded, he handed the letter just 
received to the minister, to be read to 
the congregation. Thus, all partici- 
pated in his joy, and united with him 
in thanksgiving.^ 

The next day, notwithstanding the 
urgent entreaties of his friends, who 
were anxious lest his life should be en- 
dangered by breathing, in his scarcely 
convalescent state, the air of the city 
where so many thousands had been 
dying of the pestilence, the Prince 
repaired to Leyden. He, at least, iiad 
never doubted his own or his country's 
fortitude. They could, therefore, most 
sincerely congratulate each other, now 
that the victory had been achieved. 
'* If we are doomed to perish," he had 
said a little before the commencement 
of the siege,"* " in the name of God, be 



» Jan Pniytiers. Hoofd, ix. 886. Bor, vii. 
660. Meteien, v. 96. 

* Letter to Count John, 7th May 1574. 
Archivea, etc., iv. 885-398. 
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t- 1 114. ili.ii. i>f liaviii^ 
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iiir. wr Hiiibll havf; tlift Tn his precipitate retreat before the 
wlvancing rebels, the Commander liad 
but jnat found time for this elegant 
effusion, and for his parting instruc- 
ti( ins to Colonel Borgia, that the fortress 
of I^ammen was to be forthwith aban- 
donwl. These having been reduced 
to writing, Valdes had fled so speedily 
as to give rise to much censure and 
more scandaL He was even accused 
i>f liaving been bribed by the Hol- 
landers to desert his post, a tale which 
many repeatetl, and a few believed. 
On the 4th «^f Ootiil-er. the day follow- 
ing that on whioh the relief of the city 
w,vs o^octevl. the wind shifted to the 
:: r:!-t.\w:, ?-nd xriLn Hew a tempest. 
1: \vi# is if :h^ w.iters. having now 
J. ■■.".i :r..ir w.rk. Li*i been rilltrd 
V.ivi -.-• :Le .-•-■■rir. by la. C'cmip-i-t^nt 
'.vv* :-7 •-:: :Iif :^ •ir*? ■:: ^ few liiys 
:•: \:^'\ ^-.'-s Vaz-* i^is. itd the 
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afterwards lo illustrious, was thus 
founded in the very darkest period 
of the couniays struggle. 

The uniyersity was endowed with a 
haadsome revenue, principaUy derived 
from the ancient abbey of Egmont,^ 
and was provided with a number of 
jHtyfessors, selected for their genius, 
learning, and piety, among all the most 
distinguished scholars of the Nether- 
lands. The document by which the 
institution was founded was certainly 
a masterpiece of ponderous irony, for, 
as the fiction of the King's sovereignty 
was still maintained, Philip was gravely 
made to establish the university, as a 
re¥rard to -Leyden for rebellion to him- 
sdl " Considering," said this wonder- 
fol charter,' '' that during these present 
wearisome wars within our provinces 
of Holland and Zealand, all good in- 
struction of youth in the sciences 
and liberal arts is likely to come 

into entire oblivion. Consider- 

mg the difference of reZigrtori— consider- 
ing that we are inclined to gratify 
tmt dty of Leyden, vrith its hvurghers, 
on €UXOuMt of the heavy burthens sus- 
tamed hy them during this toar with 
wth faUhfulness — ^we have resolved, 
after ripely deliberating with our dear 
amtim, WilUam, Prince of Orange, 
stadholder, to erect a free public 
school and university," etc., etc., etc. 
So ran the document establishing this 
funotiB academy, all needful regula- 
tions for the government and police 
of the institution being entrusted by 
Philip to his ''above-mentioned dear 
cousin of Orange." 

The university having been found- 
ed, endowed, and supplied with its 
teachers, it was solenmly consecrated 
in the following winter, and it is 
agreeable to contemplate this scene 
of harmless pedantry, interposed, as 
it was, between the acts of the longest 
and dreariest tragedy of modem time. 
On the 5th of February 1575, the 
eitj of Leyden, so lately the victim 
of &Qiine and pestilence, had crowned 
itself with flowers. At seven in the 
morning, after a solemn religious cele- 
bration in the Church of St Peter,' 
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a grand procession was formed. It 
was preceded by a military escort, 
consisting of the bui^her militia and 
the five companies of infantry station- 
ed in the city. Then came, drawn 
by four horses, a splendid triumphal 
chariot, on which sat a female figure, 
arrayed in snow-white garments. This 
was the Holy QospeL She was attend- 
ed by the Four Evangelists, who walked 
on foot at each side of her chariot. 
Next followed Justice, with sword 
and scales, mounted, blindfold, upon 
a unicorn ; while those learned doctors, 
Julian, Papinian, Ulpian, and Tribo- 
nian, rode on either side, attended by 
two lackeys and four men-at-arms. 
After these came Medicine, on horse- 
back, holding in one hand a treatise 
on the healing art, in the other a gar- 
land of drugs. The curative goddess 
rode between the four eminent physi- 
cians, Hippocrates, Gktlen, Dioscorides, 
and Theophrastus, and was attended 
by two footmen and four pike-bearers. 
Last of the allegorical personages came 
Minerva, prancing in complete steel, 
with lance in rest, and bearing her 
Medusa shield. Aristotle and Plato, 
Cicero and Virgil, all on horseback, 
with attendants in antique armour at 
their back, surrounded the daughter 
of Jupiter, while the city band, dis- 
coursing eloquent music from hautboy 
and viol, came upon the heels of the 
allegory. Then followed the mace- 
bearers and other officials, escorting 
the orator of the day, the newly ap- 
pointed professors and doctors, the 
magistrates and dignitaries, and the 
body of the citizens generally com- 
pleting the procession. 

Marshall^ in this order, through 
triumphal arches, and over a pavement 
strewed with flowers, the procession 
moved slowly up and down the different 
streets, and along the quiet canals of 
the city. As it reached the Nuns* 
Bridge, a barge of triumph, gorgeously 
decorated, came floating slowly down 
the sluggish Rhine. Upon its deck, 
under a canopy enwreathed with 
laurels and oranges, and adorned with 
tapestry, sat Apollo, attended by the 



1 Bor. viiL 503. university was estabUshed, in Bor, viii. 593, 

s See the text of the Octroy hy which the 591. * Bor, viii. 594. 
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Nino MuRes^ all in classical costume; 
At thu hehii stood Neptune with his 
trident. The Muses executed some 
b«;autiful concerted pieces; Apollo 
twanged his lute. Having reached the 
lan<liiig-place, this deputation from 
PaniaHHUs stepped on shore, and stood 
awaiting the arrival of the procession. 
Each professor, as he advanced, was 
gravely embraced and kissed by Apollo 
and all the Nine Muses in turn, who 
greeted their arrival besides with 



Tlie Rise of the Dutch Republic. 

the recitation of an 
poem. This classical 
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elegant Latin 
ceremony ter- 
minated, the whole proceesion marched 
together to the cloister of Saint Bar- 
bara, the place prepared for the new 
university, where they listened to an 
eloquent oration by the Rev. Caapax 
Kolhas, after which they partook of a 
magnificent banquet. With this me- 
morable feast, in the place where j^ 
mine had so lately reigned, the cere- 
monies were concluded!^ 
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The Council of Troubles, or, as it 
will bo for over denominated in history, 
the Council of Blood, still existed, al- 
though the Grand Commander, upon 
his arrival in the Netherlands, had ad- 
vitjud his sovereign to consent to the 
immediate abolition of so odious an 
institution.* Philip, accepting the ad- 
vice of his governor and his cabinet, 
hafl accordingly authorised him, by a 
letter of the 10th of March 1574, to 
take that step if he continued to be- 
lieve it advisable'.^ 

Requesens had made use of this per- 
mission to extort money from the 
obedient i)ortic)n of the provinces. An 
assembly of deputies was held at Brus- 
sels on the 7th of June, 1574, and 
there was a tedious interchange of pro- 

1 Bor, viU. 694, 695. 

3 Lottre do Kccincsens d Philippe II., Dec. 
80, 1073, apud Guchuid, Notice, etc., 24. 



tocols, reports, and remonstranoeB.* 
The estates, not satisfied with the ex- 
tinction of a tribunal which had at last 
worn itself out by its own violence^ 
and had become inactive through lad: 
of victims, insisted on greater concee* 
sions. They demanded the departure 
of the Spanish troops, the establish- 
ment of a council of Netherlandera in 
Spain for Netherland affairs, the re- 
storation to offices, in the provinces, of 
natives and natives only;* for these 
drawers of documents thought it pot- 
sible, at that epoch, to recover by ped- 
antry what their brethem of Holland 
and Zealand were maintaining with the 
sword. It was not the moment for 
historical disquisition, citations from 
Solomon, nor chopping of logic; yet 

8 Gachard, Notice, etc., 24, 26. 

* Bor, viii. 617-523, seq. i 

6 Ibid. 
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with such lucnbrations were reams of 
paper filled, and days and weeks occu- 
pied.^ The result was what might 
have been expected. The Grand Com- 
mander obtained but UtUe money ; the 
estates obtained none of their de- 
mands; and the Blood Council re- 
mained, as it were, suspended in mid- 
air. It continued to transact business 
at intervals during the administration 
of Requesens,* and at last, after nine 
years of existence, was destroyed by 
the violent imprisonment of the Coun- 
cU of State at Brussels. This event, 
however, belongs to a subsequent page 
of this history. 

Noircarmes had argued, from the 
tenor of Saint Aldegonde's letters, 
tiiat the Prince would be ready to 
accept his pardon upon almost any 
terms.^ Noircarmes was now dead,* 
bat Saint Aldegonde still remained in 
prison, very anxious for his release, 
and as well disposed as ever to render 
services in any secret negotiation. It 
will be recollected that, at the capitu- 
lation of Middelburg, it had been dis- 
tinctly stipulated by the Prince that 
Colonel Mondragon should at once 
effect tiie Uberation of Saint Alde- 
gonde, with certain other prisoners, or 
himself return into confinement. He 
had done neither the one nor the 
other. The patriots still languished 
ia prison, some of them being sub- 
jected to exceedingly harsh treatment ; 
bat Mondragon, ^though repeatedly 
sanmioned, as an officer and a gentle- 
man, by the Prince, to return to cap- 
tivity, had been forbidden by . the 
Qnind Commander to redeem his 
^bdge.» 

Saint Aldegonde was now released 
from prison upon parole, and de- 
matched on a secret mission to the 
Inrinoe and estates.^ As before, he 
was instructed that two points were 

X Vide Bor, vii. 617-628, acq. 
s Gac^Lard, Notice, etc., 27, 28, and note, 
p.i7. 

* Oorrespondaifte de Guillaiune le Tacit., 
fiLS09-«78. 

* He died March 4, 1674, at Utrecht, of 
poison, aocoirdlDg to Buspidon.— Bor, viL 
492. 

* Vide Oachard, Correspondance de Guil- 
laome le Tadt, iii. dxlui. dxuv. dxlv.— 



to be left untouched — the authority 
of the King, and the question of reli- 
gion/ Nothing could bo more pre- 
posterous than to commence a nego- 
tiation from which the two important 
points were thus carefully eliminated. 
The King's authority and the question 
of religion covered the whole ground 
upon which the Spaniards and the 
Hollanders had been battling for six 
years, and were destined to battle for 
three-quarters of a century longer. 
Yet, although other afifairs might be 
discussed, those two points were to be 
reserved for the more conclusive arbi- 
tration of gunpowder. The result of 
negotiations upon such a basis was 
easily to be foreseen. Breath, time, 
and paper were profusely wasted and 
nothing gained. The Prince assured 
his friend, as he had done secret agents 
previously sent to him, that he was 
himself ready to leave the land, if by 
so doing he could confer upon it the 
blessing of peace ; * but that all hopes 
of reacting a reasonable conclusion 
from the premises established was 
futile. The envoy treated also with 
the estates, and received from them 
in return an elaborate report, which 
was addressed immediately to the 
King.^ The style of this paper was 
bold and blunt, its substance bitter 
and indigestible. It informed Philip 
what he had heard often enough be- 
fore, that the Spaniards must go and 
the exiles come back, the Inquisition 
be abolished and the ancient privileges 
restored, the Roman Catholic religion 
renounce its supremacy, and the Re- 
formed religion receive permission to 
exist immolested, before he could call 
himself toaster of that little hook of 
sand in the North Sea. With this 
paper, which was entrusted to Saint 
Aldegonde, by him to be delivered to 
the Grand Commander, who was, after 

Compare Groen van Prinst., Archives, etc., 
V. 71, 72. 

* Bor, vii 634. Gachard, Correspondance 
de Guillaume le Tacit., iii. 400, seq. 

f Ibid. Ibid. 

8 *• Quant k luy il gtoit content, si ceulx 
1& le treuvoient bon de so i-etirer du pays, 
afin que tant mieulx ilz puissent parvcnir a 
ce quo dessus," etc.— Qachard, Guillaun>6 lo 
Tacit., iii. 400. * Bor, vii. 636. 
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rearling it, to forward it to ita destina- 
tion, the negotiator returned to hia 
prison.^ Thence he did not emerge 
again till the course of events released 
Lun, upon the loth of October 1574.* 

Thia rep<^>rt waa far from agreeable 
to the Governor, and it became the 
object of a fresh correspondence be- 
tween his confidential agent, Cham- 
pagny, and the learned and astute 
Junius de Jonge, representative of the 
Prince of Orange and Governor of 
Veere.* The communication of De 
Jonge consisted of a brief note and a 
long discourse. The note was sharp 
and stinging, the discourse elaborate 
and somewhat pedantic. Unneces- 
sarily historical and unmercifully ex- 
tended, it was yet bold, bitter, and 
eloquent. The presence of foreigners 
was proved to have been, from the 
beginning of Philip's reign, the curse 
of the country. Doctor Sonnius, with 
his Viatch of bishops, had sowed the 
seed of the first disorder. A prince, 
ruling in the Netherlands, .had no 
right to turn a deaf ear to the peti- 
tions of his subjects. If he did so, 
the Hollanders would tell him, ^ the 
old woman had told the Emperor 
Adrian, that the potentate who had 
no time to attend to the interests of 
his subjects had not leisure enough 
to be a sovereign. While Holland 
refused to bow its neck to the Inqui- 
sition, the King of Spain dreaded the 
thunder and lightning of the Pope. 
The Hollanders would, with pleasure, 
emancipate Philip from his own thral- 
dom, but it was al>surd that he, who 
was himself a slave to another poten- 
tate, should affect unlimited control 
over a free people. It was Philip's 
councillors, not the Hollanders, who 
were his real enemies; for it was 
they who held him in the subjection 
by which his j>ower was neutralised 
and his crown degraded.* 

It may b^ supposed that many long 
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; pages, coneeived in this spirit and 
■ exprened with great vigour, would 
I hardly smooth the way for the more 
of&asl negotiations which were soon 
to take place, yet Doctor Jmihis fairiy 
. and faithfully represented the senti- 
I ment of his nation. 
I Towards the dose of the year, Doo- 
I tor Elbertus Leoniniu, professor of 
I Louvain, together with Hugo Bonte, 
I ex-pensionary of Middelbarg, was com- 
: missioned by the Grand Commander 
to treat secretly with the Prince.^ He 
was, however, not found very tractable 
when the commissioners opened the 
subject of his own pardon and recon- 
ciliation with the King, and he abso* 
lutely refused to treat at all except 
with the co-operation of the estates.' 
He, moreover, objected to the nse of 
the word "{Mmlon" on the gromid 
that he had never done anything re- 
quiring his MajestVs forgiveness. If 
sulversity should visit him, he cared 
but little for it; he had lived long 
enough/ he said, and should die with 
some glory, regretting the disorden 
and oppressions which had taken place, 
but conscious that it had not been in 
his power to remedy them. When 
reminded by the commissioners of the 
King's power, he replied that he knew 
his Majesty to be very mighty, hnt 
that there was a King more powerful 
still — even God the Creator, who, as 
he humbly hoped, was upon his side.^ 
At a subsequent interview with 
Hugo Bonte, the Prince declared it 
almost impossible for himself or the 
estates to hold any formal communi- 
cation with the Spanish government^ 
as such communications were not safe. 
No trust could be reposed either in 
safe conducts or hostages. Faith had 
been too often broken by the adminis- 
' tration. The promise made by the 
Duchess of Parma to the nobles, and 
afterwards violated, the recent treach- 
ery of Mondragon, the return of three 



1 See the " Vertooning'* in Bor, vii. 6S5, 

2 Gachard, Guillaume le Tacit., iii 101. 
Bor, ■• 



* The letters and documents conoemii^ 
this secret ne^tiation are published in 
Gachard, Guillaume le Tacit., iii. 40^-480. 
' See also Bor, viL 685. 

* See the Correspondence in Bor, vii. 635, . • See the account by Bonte, in Gachard. 
536. CorreRpondance de Guillaume le Tacit. iU. 

* See the diacoiuTse of Junius in Bor, viL 378. 379. 

*'^«-M4. ^ T ibkL, iii. 87WJ80L 
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exchanged prisoners from the Hague, 
who died next day of poison admmis- 
tered before their release, the frequent 
attempts upon his own life — all such 
oonstantiy recurring crimes made it 
doubtful, in the opinion of the Prince, 
whether it would be possible to find 
oonunissionerB to treat with his Ma- 
jesty's government. All would fear 
assassination, afterwards to be dis- 
anrowed by i^e King and pardoned by 
the Pope.^ After much conversation 
in this vein, the Prince gave the 
Spanish agents warning that he might 
evaituaUy be obliged to seek the pro- 
tection of some foreign power for the 
provinces. In this connexion he made 
use of the memorable metaphor, so 
often repeated afterwards, that "the 
floontry was a beautiful damsel, who 
oertainly did not lack suitors able and 
wining to accept her and defend her 
against the world.** * As to the matter 
of religion, he said he was willing to 
leare it to be settled by the estates- 
gODDaral; but doubted whether any- 
tiung short of entire liberty of worship 
mmkl ever satisfy the people.' 

Subsequently there were held other 
eonferences, between the Prince and 
Doctor Leoninus, with a similar result, 
an attempts proving fruitless to induce 
him to abandon his position upon the 
nbject of religion, or to accept a par- 
don on any terms save the departure 
of the foreign troops, the assembling 
of the estates-general, and entire free- 
dom of religion. Even if he were 
wining to concede the religious ques- 
iioD himself, he observed that it was 
idle to hope either from the estates or 
people a hand's-breadth of concession 

1 See the account by Bonte, in Gachard. 
--Goncspondanoe de Guillaume le Tacit., iii. 

m. 

> IWd,, 887.— Compare Bor, viii. 613. 

> Correspondance de Gnillaume le Tacit. » 
IL SS7. — Compare Bor, viii. 618. 

* Gaobaid, Correspondanco de Ooinaume 
le Tacit, iii. 408-430. Bor. vii. 566, seq.— 
Oompare Hoofd, ix. 400, 401 ; Wagenaer, d. 
tH. 26-27. See also a very ample memoir of 
tbe distln^ished scholar ana diplomatist, 
Albert de Leeuw (or Elbertos Leoninus), by 
J. P. Van CappeUe. Bijdragen tot de Oes. 
d. NederL, 1-804. He began his active life 
as law professor at Louvain, in which city 
he married Barbara de Hase, with whom he 
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upon that point. Leoninus was sub- 
sequently admitted to a secret con- 
ference with the estates of Holland, 
where his representations were firmly 
met by the same arguments as those 
already used by the Prince."* 

These proceedings on the part of 
Saint Aldegonde, Champagny, Junius, 
and Elbertus Leoninus, extended 
through the whole summer and 
autumn of 1574, and were not termi- 
nated until January of the following 
year. 

Changes fast becoming necessary in 
the internal government of the pro- 
vinces, were also undertaken during 
this year. Hitherto the Prince had 
exercised his power under the conve- 
nient fiction of the King's authority, 
systematically conducting the rebellion 
in the name of his Majesty, and as his 
Majesty's stadholder. By this process 
an immense power was lodged in his 
hands ; nothing less, indeed, than the 
supreme executive and legislatii^ func- 
tions of the land ; while, since the re- 
volt had become, as it were, perpetual, 
ample but anomalous functions had 
been additionally thrust upon him by 
the estates and by the general voice of 
the people. 

The two provinces, even while de- 
prived of Harlem and Amsterdam, now 
raised two hundred and ten thousand 
florins monthly,' whereas Alva had 
never been able to extract from Hol- 
land more than two hundred and 
seventy-one thousand florins yearly. 
They paid all rather than pay a tenth. 
In consequence of this liberality, the 
cities insensibly acquired a greater in- 
fluence in the government. The com- 

lived more than fifty-two years. The lady, 
however, seems not to have pined away 
after the termination of this wedlock of 
more than half a century ; for she survived 
her husband thirty-six ytars. The biographer 
shrewdly suspects, therefore, that she must 
have been a " very young mUs when she teas 
married." " Bit meisje raoet nog seer iong 
zvjn geweest, toen Leoninus zich mot haar 
in het huwelijk begaf."--V. d. Cappolle, 93, 
note 8. He was bom at Bommel, in 1519 or 
1620, and died in 1598, full of years and 
honours. His public services, on various 
important occasions, will be often alluded 
to m subsequent pages. 

» Resol. HoU., Mar. 15 und 17, 1676, bl. 
16, 19. 
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ing contest between the centrifugal 
aristocratic principle, represented by 
these corporations, and the centred 
popular authority of the stadholder, 
was already foreshadowed, but at first 
the estates were in perfect harmony 
with the Prince. They even urged 
upon him more power then he desired, 
and declined functions which he wished 
them to exercise. On the 7th of Sep- 
tember 1573, it had been formally pro- 
posed by the general council to confer 
a regular and imlimited dictatorship 
upon him,^ but in the course of a year 
from that time the cities had begim 
to feel their increasing importance.* 
Moreover, while growing more ambi- 
tious, they became less UberaL 

The Prince, dissatisfied with the 
conduct of the cities, brought the 
whole subject before an assembly of the 
estates of Holland on the 20th October 
1574. He stated the inconveniences 
produced by the anomalous cpndition 
of the government. He complained 
that the common people had often 
fallen into the error, that the money 
raised for public purposes had been 
levied for his benefit only, and that 
they had, therefore, been l^ss wilUng 
to contribute to the taxes. As the 
only remedy for these evils, he tendered 
his resignation of all the powers with 
which he was clothed, so that the 
estates might then take the govern- 
ment, which they could exercise with- 
out conflict or control. For himself, 
he h.ad never desired power, except as 
a means of being useful to his country, 
and he did not offer his resignation 
from unwillingness to stand by the 
cause, but from a hearty desire to save 
it from disputes among its friends. 
He was ready, now as ever, to shed the 
last drop of his blood to maintain the 
freedom of the land.^ 

This straightforward language pro- 
duced an instantaneous eflFect. The 
estates knew that they were dealing 
with a man whose Ufe was governed 

1 Kluit, Hist. HoU. Staatsreg., dl. 1. 86. 

2 Kluit, I 78, et seq. Wagenaer, vii 6, 6. 

8 Resol. HoU., Oct. 20, Nov. 1, bL 148- 
176. Kluit, d. I. 96, 97. Wagenaer, vii. 
10, 11. 
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by lofty principles, and they felt that 
they were in danger of losing him 
through their own selfishneas and low 
ambition. They were embarraBsed, 
for they did not like to relinquish the 
authority which they had begun to 
relish, nor to accept the resignation of 
a man who was indispensable. They 
felt that to give up William of Orange 
at that time was to accept the Spanish 
yoke for ever. At* an assembly held at 
Delft on the 12th of November 1674, 
they accordingly requested him "to 
continue in his blessed government, 
with the councd established near 
him," ^ and for this end they formally 
ofiered to him, "under the name of 
Governor or Regent," absolute power, 
authority, and sovereign command. 
In particular, they conferred on him 
the entire control of all the ships of 
war, hitherto reserved to the different 
cities, together with the right to dis- 
pose of all prizes and all monies raised 
for the support of fleets. They gaye 
him also uidimited power over the do- 
mains ; they agreed that all magistra- 
cies, militia bands, gmlds, and com- 
munities should make solenm oath to 
contribute taxes, and to receive garrir 
sons, exactly as the Prince, with his 
council, should ordain ; but they made 
it a condition that the estates should 
be convened and consulted upon re- 
quests, impositions, and upon all 
changes in the governing body. It 
was also stipulated that the judges of 
the supreme court and of the ex- 
chequer, with other high officers^ 
should be appointed by and with the 
consent of the estates.* 

The Prince expressed himself will- 
ing to accept the government upon 
these terms. He, however, demanded 
an allowance of forty-five thousand 
florins monthly for the army expenses 
and other current outlays.® Here, 
however, the estates refused their 
consent. In a mercantile spirit, an- 
worthy the occasion and the man 



* Ibid., Nov., 1674. U. 178. Wagenaer, 
vii. 11, 12, 13. Kluit, 97, 98, d. i. 

» Ibid. Kluit, Wagenaer, ubi sup. GroeQ 
V. Prinst,, Archives, etc., v. 90-94. 

« Ibid., Nov. 13 und 25, 1674, bL 19e, 207, 
208. Kluit, i. 101, 102. 
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fith whom ihej were dealing, they 
Jjeavotired to chaffer wbere the^ 
^__oiiid have been only too willing to 
^^rmply, aaid they attempted to rediice 
the fteaeoDEkble dem^md of th^ Prince 
to thtrtj" tboyjiaijd flo iTna.* The Prin ee , 
whii h^d poured out hia own wealth hO 
laxishlj in the cause- — who, together 
with ilia brotheri!, particnlarly the 
generotifl John o£ Nassau, had contri- 
biitod aJl which they couJd raise hy 
mc^gage, Bales of jewellery and himi- 
ture, and by esteiuive loams, subject- 
ing themaeives to ounBtant emban-aaa- 
I m ^nt, and almost to peaiuy — ialt hlm- 
^^if outraged by the paltnneaB of this 
^KfDduct. He expiieaBed his indi^a- 
^Kmi^ and denounced the ulggtudlineaft 
^H the esiatea in the strongett lui- 
P^age^ and declared that he would 
mthcr leave the country for everj with 
the maintoft^Dce of his own honour, 
than aecef>t the goYemment upon mich 
disgraceful tetriia.^ The e^tea, dia* 
turbed by hla vehemencej and atruck 
with itB iuatice, instantly i and without 
ther deliberation, consented to hia 
jei]2Mj(l Thcj granted the forty-five 
bousind Uoriua monthly, and the 
Qce B^umed the goTemment, ikuB 
DodeEed,' 

During the autumn and early winter 

^ the year 157 i. the Emperor Maxi- 

i biid been actiifely exerting him- 

bring about & paciflcvition of 

letherlandfy He was oert&inly 

'Sfebere, for an excellent reason. *' The 

Emperor rftaintainaj" said Baint Goard, 

" nch ambri^^dor at Mfldrid, ** that 

f j>eace is not miule with the Beggars, 

} Empire will depart from tiie house 

I Auntna, and tliat anch ie the deter- 

ation of the electors.*** On the 

er hajid, if Philip were not weary 

the wrir, at any rate his meaaia fcir 

" ■ on were diminishing daily* 

t^ould raise no money in the 

!j,iLi'b;* his secretary wrote to 

fjiAin, tliat the exchequer was at its 

giaspt and the cabinefc of Madrid 

at itB wit^a* endj, and almost in- 

^ I Vttm^L HolL. Not. 26, UH, hi. SO?, 208. 

* Ibid., Nioif, m, 15H, bl SOS. 

■ Ttitiy muuio theolfiarr of thirty thaujuitid 

ilfac ixKirrxiBBi und gribiited tbe whole da- 

^ thfi ivflsnionn of the ^Hh Nov.— 

Bt>n., Nov. 25p 1574, bL 190-£(J3. 
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ca|iioble of mi«ing Wiaya iUid means. 
The peace party woa obtaining the 
upper hftnd — the fierce policy of Alva 
rc^garded with Increafling disfavour. 
" The people here," wrote Saint G*mni 
from Mjifdiid, "&re completely despe- 
rate, whatever pains Ihcy take to put 
a good lace on the matter. They de- 
sire ttioat eamcfitly to treat, wiUjout 
losing their character/' It seemed, 
nevertheless, impossible for Philip to 
bend his neck. The hope of wearing 
the imperial crown had alone made his 
bigotry feasible. To less potent in- 
fluences it was adamaat; and even 
now, with aJi impoverished exchequer, 
and after seven years of iineueeesafal 
warfare^ hii purpoee waa not le«s rigid 
than at firet ^'The Uolkiuders de- 
mand liberty of conaciencej'* said 
Baint Goardj^ '^to w*hich the King 
will never consent^ or I am much 
mistiikenJ*' 

As for Orange, he wm smcerely In 
favour of peace, hut not n, diahoaouf- 
able peace, in which shoidd be re» 
nouuoed all the ubjects of the war. 
He waif far from eanguine on the sub- 
ject, for he read the signs of the tim^ 
and the character of Philip too aocu- 
rately to believe much more in the 
success of the present than in that of 
the past efforts of Maximilian, He 
wajft pleased that his brother-in-law, 
Count Schwartzburg, bad been se- 
lectod ^ the Emperor's agent in the 
affair, but ex:prt5S«ied his doubts whether 
much good would come of the proposed 
negotiaticns. Eemembering the many 
traps which in times past had been eet 
by Philip and his father, he feared that 
the present transaotiou might Hicewise 
prove a anare» ** We have not for- 
gotten the worda 'ewig' ttnd 'einig' 
in the treaty with Landgrave Philip,*' 
he wrote ; " at the sama time, we beg 
tu aaaure his Imperial Majealy that we 
desire nothing more tl;Miu a goodpeacej 
tending to the glory of God, the service 
of the King of Spaiu, and the prosperity 
of his subjects,' ' 

Kluit, HoU. StaatBTE^,, 1 102. Wageiiiter, 
vU. 13, H, Grweii v. iMnat,^ Archivqa, eta*, 

* Archives et CorreaptmcliuicQ. v. Si. 
6 Riid., tr, 2S-S2. * Ihid., V, aSw 

? Ibid,, V. 01-05, 
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7 W.h W4A f,,'* \ls.Ti'jr.!ii!*: \'* }-> ''^oihtr, 

fcK'./.r. V, \\.*; yA!.i^:'fT. iu «i«'ither, 
'oi,\*^:{i ',ti W.I'. KikU.H 'Iav, be explained 
iin.\^y:.i A.*.U r/i'yf': f:l*:iini*itii'.f and 
fc*-*»>;'l hiij /iji-.tnji?* w*tii more eneri^y. 

'/ »!*;/<; ^/«:f*: T;'/ l*h]Anrji left, eXCOpt a 

ie// *;'y;>:-..;i-<ti/:/., h»j *iai'i, jw^ much ha'l 
Ui'; h:ii^.i:r of the Jief'inuera Ijeen 
&iij(rr.«:rit>-/l, tj,f/jijj(b the f!Jri;(i liar grace 
of '/m1. /f. v.!m out of the question to 
fcupiV/ite, th*:refoi-e, that a measure 
t\i,',u,iiil/ *il M-ho were not Catholics to 
t'.xiUi, /:oij|'i Ih: eiiLiiitained. None 
woiiifl (;h;tfi;jr«t their n-li^Mon, and none 
woiiM eiifiii<:fit, vohintiiriiy, t/> abandon 
for ever their lionnrH, friendi*, and 
propt:il.y. " iSiieh a peace," he Baid, 
'• won III hii j^i/ir arnl pitiable indeed."^ 
'V\n:in:, th«:ii, wnn? tli»! Nciitinients of 
th») piirt.y now aUmt to negotiate. The 
fdiiilijitoi- wiiH aiixioiirifor a Kettlement, 
\uu:.inrt»: th«5 iiit«-rehtri of the Imperial 
hoiiric n:<inir«!rl it. The King of Siiain 
wan iU'.n'iiiniH of peace, but wa8 unwill- 
ing^ l-o eoiKutdo a liair. The Prince of 
i)t,nn'_ti Willi equally anxiouH to termi- 
nal! tht! war, but waH deteimined not 
Ut abandon the objoctH for which it 
hiul bm-.n undnrUikcMi. A favourable 
n:n\i[\., tlu!j'<-fnre, KeeTiiod hardly pos- 
Hibht, A wliiilo peo])lu claimed the 
lilirrly to Mtay at homo and practise 
Ihn I'riih'rftjuit religion, while their 
King artr.j-rUid the right to Kiuish 
tln'iii r<»r (»v»M-, or to burn them if they 
MUiiainnd. Tin-. piirtirH mtonied too far 
up;ul In bo brought together by the 
niMil. jil.i.stir ooinpromirio. The Prince 
juldnrrtrird an eannvst a]ipOiil to the as- 
Kr-ifili|y (if lliillaiid, then in HosHion at 
I'riir, n-iiiindiiig them that, although 
piMio wa.i dcfrtiiablf, it might l>o more 
d.intMMouM than war, arid entreating 
thiuii, thcnjfure, to eonchule no treaty 
wliieh r.hould bu inconsirttent with the 
pri vih«v.<"H of the country and their duty 

U' (hNJ.'' 

It wart now rtwolved that all the 
vot«'fi oi tlu! jwsonibly Hhould consist 
of livr : nni! for th«^ nobles and large 
oilivri of Holland, one for the edtates 



> Aa'hivis ot I'- rrv8pun'ianee, v 73, 74. 

*-« lk>r, vLi. 5l>i. 590. Kw,ul. UuU., Feb. 6, 
1 :•.:». 
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of Zealand, one for the BmalL dtiea of 
UoIlsLnd, one for the cities Bommel and 
Buren, and the fifth for William of 
Orange.' The Prince thus effectually 
held in his hands three votes: his own; 
that of the small cities, which ihroagh 
his means only had been admitted to 
the assembly ; * and, thirdly, that of 
Buren, the coital of his son's earldom. 
He thus exercised a controlling in- 
fluenoe over the coming deliberations. 
The ten commissioners, who were ap* 
I>ointed by the estates for the peace 
, negotiations, were all his friends. 
; Among them were Saint Aldegonde, 
Paul BuIb, Charles Boisot, and Doctor 
^ Junius. The plenipotentiaries of the 
I S^janish government were Leoninus, 
! the Seigneur de Rassinghem, Com^us- 
I Suis, and Arnold Sasbout.^ 
I The proceedings were ox>eiLed at 
I Breda upon the 3d of March 1676.* 
The royal commissioners took tihe ini- 
tiative, requesting to be informed what 
complaints the estates had to make, 
and offering to remove, if possible, all 
grievances which they might be suffer- 
ing. The states' commissioners replied 
that they desired nothing, in the first 
place, but an answer to the petition 
which they had already presented to 
the King. This was the paper placed 
in the hands of Saint Aldegonde during 
the informal negotiations of tiie pre- 
ceding year. An answer was accord- 
ingly given, but couched in such vague 
and general language as to be quite 
without meaning. The estates then 
demanded a categorical reply to the 
two principal demands in the petition, 
namely, the departure of the foreign 
trooim and the assembling of the states- 
general. They were asked what they 
understood by foreigners and by the 
assembly of states-general. They re- 
plied that by foreigners they meant 
thotje who were not natives, and par- 
tieiUarly the Spaniards. By the 
edtiites-general they meant the same 
bmly before which, in 1556, Chariei 
had resigned his sovereignty to Philip^ 
The royal commissioners noade an ex* 

8 Rowl. Hcill.. Fob. 5. 6. 7, 1575, bl. 47. 51, 
52. Wii;run.'ier, vii. 29. 
* Rc3uL H.jIL, Feb. 12, 1575, bL -19-591 
» 13or, viii. 5y7. 



1575.] 



Brtda Conferenn 



U3 



tre&ielj uSiatiBfajckiiy answer, oon- 

' sluding with & i^uest tlmt tdl oltieB, 

and cai^lea, then in the 

' of the eBt&tes, togeth&r with tktl 

ailillorj and ve^eb of wnr^ 

I be ileliyerfKl to the King. The 

iKomJU) C^tbolii^ worahipj it wea aleo 

Jy fltAted, was to be re-eatab- 

qX oiiee eidusively throvighout 

Ictherliyitiia ; thoie of the Ref ormeci 

receiving penni@»icin, /w tk^t 

j^y to ooo^ert their property 

TiQasL witliin a c^rtun time, and to 

3€rpaj-t the country.^ 

Orajige and the estates taad« aoewer 
on the 21st March. It could liot b« 
called hard, they B&idj to requiro the 
withdrawal of the SpMiish troopa^ for 
* tiiie had been granted in 155 ^> for le^a 
impenoua reaaooe. The eetntea had,, 
iDdeedl, themselves made uae of foreign- 
era, but tho^ foreigners bad never 
bd«a aliowed to participate in the 
govermii«oL With regard to the as- 
iembly osf the Btatea-geceml, th&t Uidy 
I had alwajB enjoyed the right of advii^ 
[ ing with the Sovereign on the eonditioo 
I of the oouDtry , and on general mcai^ureM; 
ijf govemmeiit. Now it wiia only 
thought necaaeary to sxtmincFn them, in 
aider that they might give their con- 
eefit to the King'a"requeate.*' Touch- 
ing tbe delivery of oities and citadek,. 
arfillery and ships,, the propoeition was 
proQOunced to reeemble that made by 
the wolves to the sheep, in the fabie^ 
thit tJie dogs should be delivered up, 
as a preJimiBary to a lasting peace. It 
k ve^ unreaeoimble to request the Hoi- 
^B knders to abandon their religion or 
^B llieix country. The reproaeh of heresy 
^■iraB imjujit^ for they still held to the 
^■Catholic Apostolic Church, wishing 
" only to pujiiy it of its abuses. More- 
(Tver, it was certainly more cruel to 
expal a whole population than to dis- 
miaa three or four thousand Spaniards 

»who for seven bug years had been eatr 
ing their fiU at the expense of t^e pro- 
mcea. It would be itnpofisible for the 
«til(» to dispose of their property^ f (»r 
■n wotdd^ by the proposed mea^nrej be 



not. H«U., Miijirt 7, IfiTS, bL ISl, 1S1», 
Its, lltSu Moort 17, 1575, bU 15S, «t ioq. 
Bw; vsiL 6U7, 0\^,. Wiigtsna^fir, vll, 31, 



sellers, while there would be no pur- 
chasers.^ 

The reyal plenipotentiaries, making 
answer to this commimieation npoji 
the lat of April, siJ[^^litied n wllHiig- 
lieas that tho Spanitih soldiers e^Jioukl 
depart, if the states would couyaiit to 
disbatid their own foreign truopa. 
They wore likewise in favour uf aa- 
sempUtig the statefrgeneraU but could 
Bot permit any change in the religion 
of the oomitry. Hk Majesty hud 
sworn to maintain the tmie wurahlp 
at the moment of aaauming the sove- 
reignty* The difisenters might, how- 
ever, be allowed a period of hls months 
in which to Isave the land, and eight 
or ten y^ars for tbo sale of their pro* 
perty. After the heri*:tipB had all 
departed^ hie Majesty did not doubt 
that trade and manufacturea would 
flouioBh again, along wifcb the old reli- 
gion. Am for the Spanish Inquisition, 
there was not, and there never had 
been, any intention of establishing it 
in the Netherlands.^ 

No doubt there was something 
speeiouB in this paper. It appeared 
to contain considerable ooncessioTia. 
The Prinoe aaid estetea had cMmed 
the departuro of the Spaniards. It 
wa« now promised that they should 
depart. They had demanded the 
asBembling of the statee-general. It 
was now promis&d that they should 
aBHflmble. They had denouooed the 
Inquiaition, It waa now averred that 
the i^panish Inquisition was not to bo 
est^bliedied, 

NevertheleeHi the conimissiouera of 
the Prince were not deceived by such 
artificea. There waa no parity between 
the cases of tiie Bpanisb ©oldiery and 
of the troopa in aervice of the estates* 
To asaemble the estates-general waa 
idle, if they were to be forbidden the 
fiettlement 'of the groat question ab 
isj^ue. With regard to the Spanish 
InquieitioDa it mattered little whether 
the slaughter-house were called Spaniidi^ 
or Flemish, or simply the Blood-Coun- 
ciL It was, however, necessary for 

» BfifloL HolK. Mmut 21. 167,^ W. IM, 

a RfisoL HglL, ApL 1^74 bL 301 Ibtd., 
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tlic Htatea* commissioners to consider 
their rei>ly very carefully; for the 
royal plenipotentiaries had placed 
themselves upon specious grounds. 
It was not enough to feel that the 
King's government was paltering with 
them ; it was likewise necessary for 
the states' agents to impress this fact 
upon the i)eople. 

There was a pause in the delibera- 
tions. Meantime, Count Schwartz- 
burg, reluctantly accepting the con- 
viction that the religious question was 
an insurmountable obstacle to a peace, 
left the provinces for Germany.^ The 
last propositions of the government 
plenipotentiaries had been discussed 
in the councils of the various cities,^ 
80 that the reply of the Prince and 
estates was deLayed until the 1st of 
June. They admitted, in this com- 
munication, that the oflFer to restore 
ancient i>rivileges had an agreeable 
sound; but regretted that if the whole 
population were to be banished, there 
would be but few to derive advantage 
from the restoration. If the King 
would put an end to religious perse- 
cution, he would find as much loyalty 
in the provinces as his forefathers had 
found. It was out of the question, 
they said, for the states to disarm and 
to deliver up their strong places, be- 
fore the Spanish soldiery had retired, 
and before peace had been established. 
It was their wish to leave the question 
of religion, together with all other dis- 
puted matters, to the decision of the 
assemljly. Were it possible, in the 
meantime, to devise any efifectual 
method for restraining hostilities, it 
would gladly be embraced.^ 

On the 8th of July, the royal com- 
missioners inquired what guarantee 
the states would be willing to give, 
that the decision of the general as- 
sembly, whatever it might be, should 
be oljeyed. The demand was an- 
swered by another, in which the 
Kuig's agents were questioned as to 
their own guarantees. Hereupon it 

1 Bor. viii. 604, 605. 

2 Wiif?oiiaor, vii. 43. 

» RosoL HoU., Apl. 19, 1575, bl. 240; 
Mav 20, 23, 1575; Jun. 6, 1675, bL 240, 805, 
Sli SIC, 856. 13or, viu. 005-608. 



was stated that his Majesty would 
give his word and sign manual, to- 
gether with the word and signature of 
the Emperor into the bargain. In ex- 
change for these promises, the Prince 
and estates were expected to give 
their own oaths and seals, togeUier 
with a number of hostages. Over and 
above this, they were requested to 
deliver up the cities of Brill and Enk- 
huizen. Flushing and Amemuyde.^ 
The disparity of such guarantees was 
ridiculous. The royal word, even 
when strengthened by the imperial 
promise, and confirmed by the auto- 
graphs of Philip and Maximilian, was 
not so solid a security, in the opinion 
of Netherlanders, as to outweigh four 
cities in Holland and Zealand, with all 
their population and wealth. To give 
collateral pledges and hostages upon 
one side, while the King offered none, 
was to assign a superiority to the royal 
word over that of the Prince and the 
estates which there was no disposition 
to recognise. Moreover, it was very 
cogently urged that to give up the 
cities, was to give as security for the 
contract some of the principal con- 
tracting parties,* 

This closed the negotiations. The 
provincial plenipotentiaries took their 
leave by a paper dated 13th July 
1575, which recapitulated the main 
incidents of the conference. They ex- 
pressed their deep regret that his Ma- 
jesty should insist so firmly on the 
banishment of the Reformers, for it 
was unjust to reserve the provinces to 
the sole use of a small number of 
Catholics. They lamented that the 
proposition which had been made, to 
refer the religious question to the 
estates, had neither been loyally ac- 
cepted nor candidly refused. They 
inferred, therefore, that the object of 
the royal govemnient had been to 
amuse the states, while time was thus 
gained for reducing the country into a 
slavery more abject than any which 
had yet existed.^ On the other hand, 

* Rpsol. HoU., July 8, 1576, bl. 47. 

» Ibid., July 8, 16, 1676, bL 478» 606. 
Wagenaer, vii. 49. 

« Resol. Hell., July 16, bl. 506. Wagenaer, 
vii. 49, CO. Bor, viii. 610. 
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&e royal oommissioners as solemnly i cision of the religious question to the 



averred that the whole responsibility 
for the &ulure of the negotiations be- 
longed to the estates.^ 

It was the general opinion in the 
insui^nt provinces that the govern- 
ment had been insincere from the be- 
ginning, and had neither expected nor 
desired to conclude a peace. It is 
probable, however, that Philip was 
sincere, so far as it could be called 
sincerity to be willing to conclude a 
peace, if the provinces would abandon 
the main objects of the war.' With 
his impoverished exchequer, and ruin 
threatening his whole empire, if this 
mortal combat should be continued 
many years longer, he could have no 
motive for further bloodshed, provided 
all heretics should consent to abandon 
the country. As usual, however, he 
kfb his agents in the dark as to his 
real intentiona Even Requesens was 
as much in doubt as to the King's 
secret purposes as Mai*garet of Parma 
had ever lien in former times.* More- 
over, the Grand Commander and the 
government had, after all, made a 
great mistake in their diplomacy. 
The estates of Brabant, although 
strongly desirous that the Spanish 
troops should be withdrawn, were 
equally stanch for the maintenance of 
tiie Catholic religion, and many of the 
southern provinces entertained the 
same sentiments. Had the Governor, 
therefore, taken the states' commis- 
sioners at their word, and left the de- 



1 BesoL Hell, July 16, 1575, bl. 512, Bor, 
TiiLMS. 

3 See Kluit. Hist, der Holl. Staatsrog., i. 
00, 91, note 34. — Compare the remarks of 
Qroen ▼. Prinst., Archives, etc., v. 269-262 ; 
Bor, viiL 606, 616; Meteren, v. 100; Hoofd, 
X. 410. — CoTint John of Nassau was d:s- 
trastftil and disdainful fh)m the beginning. 
Againsthis brother's loyalty and the straight- 
forward intentions of the estates, he felt 
that the whole force of the Macchiavelli 
i^ystem of jwlicy would be brought to bear 
with great effect. He felt that the object 
of the King's party was to temporise, to coii- 
Ibae, and to deceive. He did not beUeve 
tbem capable of conceding the real object in 
dispute; but he feared lest they might ob- 
scure the judgment of the plain and well- 
meauing people with whom they had to 
deal. Alluding to the constant attempts 
made to iioison himself and his brother, he 
Iflcens the pretended negotiations to Vene- 
vol.il 



general assembly, he might perhaps 
have found the vote in his favour.* In 
this case, it is certain that the Prince 
of Orange and his party would have 
been placed in a very awkward posi- 
tion.* 

The internal government of the in- 
surgent provinces had remained upon 
the footing which we have seen estab- 
lished in the autumn of 1574, but in 
the course of this summer (1575), how- 
ever, the foundation was laid for the 
union of Holland and Zealand, under 
the authority of Orange. The selfish 
principle of municipal aristocracy, 
which bid tended to keep asunder 
these various groups of cities, was 
now repressed by the energy of the 
Prince and the strong determination 
of the people. 

In April 1575, certain articles of 
union between Holland and Zealand 
were proposed, and six commissioners 
appointed to draw up an ordinance for 
the government of the two provinces. 
This ordinance was accepted in general 
assembly of both.* It was in twenty 
articles. It declared that, during the 
war, the Prince, as sovereign, should 
have absolute power in all matters con- 
cerning the defence of the country. 
He was to appoint military officers, 
high and low, establish and remove 
garrisons, punish offenders against the 
laws of war, He was to regulate the 
expenditure of all money voted by the 
estates. He was to maintain the law, 

tian drugs, by which eyesight, hearing, feel- 
ing, and intellect were destroyed. Under 
this pernicious influence, the hickloss people 
would not perceive the fire burning around 
them, but would shrink, at a rustling leaf. 
Not comprehending tlien the tendency of 
their own acts, they would "lay bare their 
own backs to the rod, and bring faggots for 
their own funeral pile." — ^Archives, etc., v. 
131-187. 

8 Vigl. ad Hopp,, ep.*253. 

* See Wagenaer, vii. 62. 

6 Besides the Resolutions of the estates of 
Holland, already cited, see for the history 
of these negotiations ; Meteren, v. 96-100 ; 
Bor, viii. 696-615. Groon v. Prinst., Ar- 
chives, v. 69, et soq. ; Hoofd, x. 400, 411.— 
Compare Bentivoglio, ib. ix. 157-161 ; Meu- 
doza, xiii. 269, 270. 

« Resol. HoU., May 17. 18, 1575, bl. 291, 
294. Wagenaer, vii. 16-18. 
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in the King's name, as Count of Hol- 
land, and to appoint all judicial ofi&cers 
upon nominations by the estates. He 
was, at the usual times, to appoint and 
renew the magistracies of Uie cities, 
according to their constitutions. He 
was to protect the exercise of the 
Evangelical Reformed reUgion, and to 
guppress the exercise of the Roman re- 
Ugion} without permittmg, however, 
that search should be made into the 
creed of any person. A deliberative 
and executive council, by which the 
jealousy of the corporations had in- 
tended to hamper his government, did 
not come into more than nominal 
existence.* 

The articles of union having been 
agreed upon, the Prince, desiring an 
unfettered expression of the national 
will, wished the ordinance to be laid 
before the people in their primary as- 
semblies. The estates, however, were 
opposed to this democratic proceeding. 
They represented that it had been cus- 
tomary to consult, after the city magis- 
tracies, only the captains of companies 
and the deans of guilds on matters of 
government. The Prince yielding the 
point, the captains of companies and 
deans of guilds accordingly alone united 
with the aristocratic boards in ratifying 
the instrument by which his authority 
over the two united provinces was 
established. On the 4th of June this 
first \mion was solemnised.* 

Upon the 11th of July, the Prince 
formally accepted the government.* 
He, however, made an essential change 
in a very important clause of the ordi- 
nance. In place of the words, the 
" Roman religion," he insisted that the 
words, "religion at variance with the 
Gospel," should be substituted in the 
article by which he was enjoined to 
prohibit the exercise of such religion.® 
This alteration rebuked the bigotry 
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which had already grown out of the 
successful resistance to bigotry, and 
left the door open for a genend rcdigious 
toleration. 

Early in this year' the Prince had 
despatched Saint Aldegonde on a pri- 
vate mission to the Elector Palatine. 
During some of his visits to that po- 
tentate he had seen at Heidelberg the 
Princess Charlotte of Bourbon. That 
lady was daughter of the Due de 
Montpensier, the most ardent of the 
Catholic Princes of France, and the 
one who at the conferences of Ba- 
yonne had been most indignant at the 
Queen Dowager's hesitation to unite 
heartily with the schemes of AlTa and 
Philip for the .extermination of the 
Huguenots. His daughter, a woman 
of beauty, intelligence, and virtue, 
forced before the canonical age to take 
the religious vows, had be^ placed 
in the convent of Joiiarrs, of which 
she had become Abbes& Always 
secretly inclined to the Reformed 
religion, she had fled secretly from 
her cloister, in the yesar of horrors 
1572, and had found refuge at the 
court of the Elector Palatine, after 
which step her father refused to re- 
ceive her letters, to contribute a fer- 
thing to her support, or even to ac- 
knowledge her claims upon him by a 
single line or message of afPection.' 

Under these circumstances the out- 
cast princess, who had arrived at years 
of maturity, mi^t be considered her 
own mistress, and she waa neither 
morally nor legally bound, when her 
hand was sought in marriage by the 
great champion of the Reformation, 
to ask the consent of a parent who 
loathed her religion and denied her 
existence. The legality of the divorce 
from Anne of Saxony had been settled 
by a full expression of the ecderi- 
astical authority which she most re- 



1 •' Ook de oefening der Evangelische Gore- 
formeordo Relij^ie hMidhaaven, doeiido de 
ocfeninge dor Romioche Religie ophoudeaa." 
— ResoL Holl., nbi sup. 

* Wagenaer, vii. 19, 22, 23, 25. — Compara 
Groen v. Prinst., Archives, v. 268-272. — See 
Kcsol. Holl., June 10, 21, 23, 1675, bL 881, 
414, 420. 

» Ibid., vii. 19. Resol. Holl., May 21, 1676, 
bL (ill, 318. June 4, 1676, bl. 869.-<;omparo 



Groen t. Prinst., Archives, etc., v. J71, 
272. 

* Resol. Holl., Jtily 12, 15, 18, 19, 20, 1578^ 
bL 487, 501, 514, 616. 520. Bor, vliL Ml- 
648. Hoofd, X. 420, 421. 

» Ibid., Jul^ 22. 80, 1676, bL 688, 641 
Wagenaer, viL 22. — Compare Groen ▼. 
Prinst., Archives, v. 272 ; Elui^ HoU. 
Stautsreg.. i. 116, 117. note 66. 

• Archives et Corresp., ▼. 118. 
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ipected;^ the facts upon which the 
divorce had been founded having been 
proved beyond peradventure. 

Nothing, in truth, couM well be 
more unfortunate in its results than 
the famous Saxon marriage, the ar- 
rangements for which had occasioned , 
80 much pondering to Philip, and bo \ 
much diplomatic correspondence on .' 
the part of high personages in Ger- ! 
many, the Ketherlands, and Spain. \ 
Certainly, it was of but little conse- 
quence to what church the unhappy 
Princess belonged, and they must be 
■lightly versed in history or in hu- 
man nature who can imagine these 
nuptials to have exercised any e£fect 
upon the religious or political senti- 
ments of Orange. The Princess was 
of a stormy, ill-regulated nature; 
almost a lunatic from the beginning. 
The dislike which succeeded to her 
fmtastic fondness for the Prince, as 
well as her general eccenlvicity, had 
loon become the talk of all the court 
sfc Brussels. She would pass week 
after week without emerging from her 
diamber, keeping the shutters closed 
and candles burning, day and night* 
She quarrelled violently with Count- 
en l^gmont for precedence, so that 
the ludicrous contentions of the two 
ladies in antechambers and doorways 
were the theme and the amusement 
of society.' Her insolence, not only 
in private but in public, towards her 
husband became intolerable. " I could 
not do otherwise thau bear it with 
adness and patience,*' said the Prince, 
with great magnaminity, " hoping that 
with age would come improvement." 



1 '*Aote de cinq Ministres du St Evangile 
Mr kquel ils declarent le mariage du Princo 
d'On^e ttre legitime."— Archivea, etc, v. 

s Groan t. Frinst., Archives, i. 886. 
s Fapiers d'Etat, vii. 462. 

* Letter to the Elector Augustus. — Oroen 
V. Prinst, Aixibives, ii. 81, 82. 

* "Deilialben auch die Princessin sich 
dormaasen ertzumedt, das sie ihr der frawen 
man und die £raw midt cinem scheidtholltz 
j^fliohliBills auch mit feusten geschlagen und 
aehr nbel gescholten hab," etc. — Sum- 
maxisehe Verreiohniaz und ProtocoUe der 
Abgesandten, 85-129. Act der Fr. Frin- 
cessin za Uranien voivefliche vorhandlung 
helangnt A*. 1672L — ^MS., Dresden Archives. 

** Euibe daamacih des Abenda^ ala sie gahr 
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Nevertheless, upon one occasiiin. at 
a supfurr party, she had used mich 
language in the presence nf Count 
Horn and many other nobles, "that 
all wondered that he could endure 
the abusive terms which ?he applied 
to him.*"* 

When thp clouds gathered al»out 
him, when he Lad become an exile 
and a wanderer, her repr<:)aches and 
her violence increased. The sacrifice 
of their wealth, the mort^'ages and 
sales which he effected of hia estates, 
plate, jewels, and furniture, to raise 
money for the struggling countrj', 
excit4?d her bitter resentment. She 
sei>arated herself from him by de- 
grees, and at last abandoned him al- 
together. Her temper became violent 
to ferocity. She beat her servants 
with her hands and with clubs: she 
threatened the lives of herself, of her 
attendants, of Count John of Kassau, 
with knives and daggers, and indulged 
in habitual profanity and blasphemy, 
uttering frightful curses upon iJl 
around. Her original tendency to 
intemperance had so much increased, 
that she was often unable to stand 
on her feet A bottle of wine, hold- 
ing more than a quart, in the morning, 
and another in the evening, together 
with a pound of sugar, was her usual 
allowance. She addressed letters to 
Alva, complaining that her husband 
had impoverished himself " in his 
good-for-nothing Beggar war," and 
begging the Di^e to furnish her with 
a little ready money, and with the 
means of arriving at the possession 
of her dower.* An illicit connexion 



imd also beweindt gcwesen das sie nicht 
stehen koDuen, ein schreibmesserlein iu den 
rechten ermel zu sich gestegkt, vorhabens 
Gnif Johann wan er au ihr ktimen wehro, 

soUchs in den halsz zu stosson gleich- 

folls habe sie eiu briefstechcr bekhumen und 
sollchen, alls sie auch etwas xu\'iel getrun- 
ken, zu ihrem Haupt ins bedt gelegt, etc., 

etc: Es las ihr auch die Fr. Prinzesshi 

ofilmals eyer gahr bardt im salltz sieden, 
darauf, tringkt sie dan odtwan zuvil und 
werde ungedultig, fluche alio bosze fliieche, 
und werfe die speisze und schusscl und 
alletn von tisch von sich," etc., etc. — MS., 
Dresden Archives, diet. act. 

•• Und die Fr. Prinzossin, wie sie os genant, 
den, toOen man, nemUch ein gucdto flascho 
weins moxgens und abermab ein gucdte 
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with a certain John RiiV^ens, an exiled 
inagititratti of Antwerp, and father of 
thd celeljrat«id painter, completed the 
lit}t of her delinquencieg, and juMtified 
the marriage of the Piiuce with Char- 
lotte de Hoiirb'jn.^ It waa therefore 
dt^termiiied by the Ehictor of Saxony 
and tlie Ijandgrave Willhim to remove 
lier from the custody of the NaHHaus. 
ThiH took place with infinite difficulty, 
at the cloHe of the year 1575. Already, 
in 1572, AugiiHtuH had propoHe<l to 
the Landgrave that Hho Hhould bo 
kej)t in Holitary confinement, and that 
a miniHter Hhould ]ireach to her daily 
througli tlu» grated aperture by which 
her foiul wan to be admitted. The 
Ijandgravo remonatratetl at bo inhu- 
man a proporiition, which w^is, how- 
ever, carried into eflect. The wretch- 
ed Princurtd, now completely a lunatic, 
wut) imprisoned in the electoral i)alace, 
in a chamber where the windows were 

fluHuliu mi abeiidUzuidt niolir dun eiu mi\»z 
}tultuud l>ekuiiiuii« welcheH ir wimbt einem 
rriimlt i^ugkurti bui Hich zu uumon uiuht zu 
vil 8oy,"oiu., etc.— MH., Uroadun Archives, 
did. Hut. 

" l>or iiiiin bioli verwoigort hat einen brief 
8(t hIu uu (lull i)uca do AUtii KUMultnulwn (^u 
CTilla zu trutfuii und datiulluit i'crnor zu ubor- 

Boliigkeu. Dor Iiiulialt HolohoH IJriefH sci 

lu^uvi-rliuh geweauu, das uie Hicli btH:la^tlt, 
wiu nuiii uiu idhiu m(> galir uliol tnu-tir — das 
guudt, 8(> ibr auf duH Kuniiijiftt aiiorluun^ 
Kuttunduuiclit Imbo aullcn worden, untwondt 
und u8 ihitiii k-rm tu Minem umiutzen Goestn 
Krityk zu //' brauchen zugcstollt Ittibt-n. Uidte 
dtta del' Ihwa lie AlUa icO-lt vor itie fcKifub^n 
uu dus Cauiniur^orioht unib Muudut, das sie 
\itu Of. JuliHiut.t ^ot'eu^kiUHZ l(Kli>: uund zu 
Hpior vur iwiit Lostolli werdon ni5^. Auch 
ii<M ur, dur vou AU»ii, ir diu mtehste Mt^ ttufus 
von ffildt \uid dalHji oiuou Kuisaiidteu init 
nmudluher w^-rbuug zusdugkuu wolle. fcJey 
dor iJriot zwoi iJi>goul;ink,"otc. — Ibid. 

1 Artii: Dor. Fnui PriucosKiu zu L'ramen, 
cto. Al».-.fhritt('U vou F. Aiiuon, KhvMtitt- 
tuiii;, oto.— .Sfhickmii,' an Job. U. tzu Nasa. 
A bin ill in;,' d»-r Pnmosain uu.l twit lichen 
Ab^'iUiK'. — MS.. Drcsd. Arch.. 157o-167i>. 
lutHrtim. Ikikhuyzon v. d. Uriuok. Hot 
lluwclijk v;m W. V. Oraiijo. 133, wiq. 

» "Soiii.lt uiu'h d»r cJidliohcii nichmug, 
wall .•>io :ils<» ill i^c'huiiii vurwabrct und cm 
rro^lioaiit \\r..rdiiot. dor 8io tOiiUi-h durth 
ciii fcii.^icil.-iu di) ii- <iio HjK'Vs und tnuick 
I'oric! I wiiiK' Irtr bcuai'^uiu-n suiido mit 
Vk'i.ss cMiiiiioro."— Letter i»t" Kloetor Auj^us- 
tu.s t.. I.:uul:,'r:ive \Villiaiii, July !). l.'iT-*.— 
MS , l)ro«d. Aroh. '*U.aiZiro«tOatoii Cioiatos." 
— ibid. 

» *• iK-sj^'loiilion, h:d»e ich auch aii;,'ooni- 
uct," wriio8 Sccioury llaiu» Jouiti iiuuie- 
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; walled up and a small gratmg let into 
the upper part of the door. Througli 
this wicket came her food, as well as 
the words of the holy man appointed 
to preach daily for her edification.* 

Two years long, she endured this 
terrible punishment, and died mad,^ 
on the 18th of December 1577. On 
the following day, she was buried in 
the electoral tomb at Meissen ; a pom- 
pous procession of ''school children, 
clei^Jf magistrates, nobility, and citi- 
zens ' conducting her to that rest of 
which she could no longer be deprived 
by the cruelty of man nor her own 
violent temperament.^ 

So far, therefore, as the character 
of Mademoiselle de Bourbon and the 
legitimacy of her future ofi&pring were 
concerned, she received ample gusr 
rautees. For the rest, the Prince, in a 
simple letter, informed her that he was 
already past his prime, having reached 

diately after the decease of tlie I^cess, 
" das£ die Ftntter durdi die Maurer, welche 
sio zuror tugemaverty wiedcrum ausgebro- 
chen wcrden und sol der Bettmoistor mit 
Jiemiffwng derMlben Stxibe und Kumnur sich 
E. F. O. befehl nach verhalten. E. F. 0. 
kaim ich auch uuterth&nigst nicht ver. 
halton, dasz koine neue ThUr vur solche 

stnbe ^niaecht worden sonderu man hat 

durcli die alte Thure in dem obem Folds nur 
tin vitfT tck-icht Lock au»ffe$eltnitt«n und tM 
tta''tein ewtrnem Bleek ein tnptt Oitter dafur 
grmacht diisz man auswendig auf clem Sad 
auck vmchlieMen kann. Es stoht auch m 

E. F. G. 6o£dlen, ob man die grvtte eiMrnt 
bande mit duu Vorlege «cA/o«Mrm, damit dU 
Thutrtvon avMen vtneart gewesen, also dartm 
bleiben lassen, oder wieder ana dera stdn 
aushauen und abfeileu lassen wolle, aber die 
gffritter vor deu Fenstem kunnen meiuei 
Xiodtluckoua wohl bleiben." Han.-* Jenita an 
CluirfUrstiu Anna Acta: Inventarium Qber 

F. Anuon, p. 3. Uraiiien VurlassetiSchaf^ 
etc., A**. 1677. — MS., Dretfden Archives. 

* Diet. Act.— M.S., I>njs«l6u Archives. 

It can certainly be coiLsidei-e<.t no violatidi 
of the tjiiuictity of archives to make these 
slender allusions to a tale, the miiin filatures 
of which have already been published, not 
only by MM Groon v. Frinstertr .'Uid Buk- 
huyzen, in Holland, but by the Saxon Pio- 
fv6s»)r Bottitfor. in Gerniaiiy! It is impos- 
sible Co uiider.>4tand tlio chanicter and career 
oi'Oniii^o, and his roLitiouH with Germany, 
without a complete view uf the Saxou niar- 
riii^'e. The e\tr.u:t.s troTii the "t(e«imauCio 
letters" uf blkt _or Auj^istin*. however, g'ven 
in Botti{,'er(H J^t Tasehonb. iSJiJ, p. ItW-lT^X 
with their furi>>us atuwks u;>on the Prince 
and upon Cli;irli>tce of Dourbon. soeni to its 
too »»bMeeno t<» be .'vimittod. oven in a note 
to those pa{^;it and lu a furuigu lau^iugc. 



1575.] Wmth of Elector 

his forty-second' year, and that his 
fortune was encumbered not only with 
eettlements ixx his children by preyions 
marriages, but by debts contracted in 
the cause of his oppressed country.^ 
A convention of doctors and bishops 
of France, summoned by the Due de 
Montpensier, afterwards confirmed the 
opinion that the conventual vows of 
the Princess Charlotte had been con- 
formable neither to the laws of France 
nor to the canons of the Trent Council.' 
She was conducted to Brill by Saint 
Aldegonde, where she was received by 
her bridegroom, to whom she was 
united on the 12th of June. The wed- 
ding festival was held at Dort with 
much revelry and holiday making, '' but 
without dancing." ' 

In this connexion, no doubt the 
Prince consulted his inclination only. 
Eminently domestic in his habits, he 
required the relief of companionship 
at home to the exhausting affairs which 
made up his life abroad. For years 
he had never enjoyed social converse, 
except at long intervals, with man 
L or woman ; it was natural, therefore, 
tiiat he should contract this marriage. 
It was equally natural that he should 
make many enemies by so impolitic 
a match. The Elector Palatine, who 
was in place of guardian to the bride, 
decidedly disapproved, although he 
was suspected of favouring the alli- 
oice.^ The Landgrave of Hesse for 
a time was furious; the Elector of 
Saxony absolutely delirious with rage.° 
The IKet of the Empire was to be held 
within a few weeks at Frankfort, where 
it was very certain that the outraged 
and influential Elector would make his 
aj^iearance, overflowii^g with anger, 
ttd determined to revenge upon the 
eanae of the Netherland Reformation 
the injury which he had personally 
received. Even the wise, considerate, 
affectionate brother, John of Nassau, 
considered the marriage an act of mad- 
neu. He did what he could, by argu- 



^'"MeiDoirB pour 1e Comte de Hohenlo 
aUaot de ia part du Prince d'Orange vero le 
Oomte J. du Naaaau, TElecteur Palatiu, et 
■on Spouse, MUtt. de Bourbon." — Aicb. etc., 
T. 180-192. 

s Apologie du Prince d'Oraoge.— Ed. Syl- 
vius, 37, 88. 
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ment and entreaty, to dissuade the 
Prince from its completion ; ^ although 
he afterwards voluntarily confessed that 
the Princess Charlotte had been deeply 
calumniated, and was an inestimable 
treasure to his brother.^ The French 
Government made use of the circum- 
stance to justify itself in a still further 
alienation from the cause of the Prince 
than it had hitherto manifested, but 
this was rather pretence than reality. 

It was not in the nature of things, 
however, that the Saxon and Hessian 
indignation could be easily allayed 
The Landgrave was extremely violent. 
" Truly, I cannot imagine," he wrote 
to the Elector of Saxony, " quo congilio 
that wiseacre of an Aldegonde, and 
whosoever else has been aiding and 
abetting, have undertaken this affair. 
Nam 81 pietatem r&tpicias, it is to be 
feared that, considering she is a French- 
woman, a nun, and moreover a fugitive 
nun, about whose chastity there has 
been considerable question, the Prince 
has got out of the frying-pan into the 
fire. Si formam it is not to be sup- 
posed that it was her beauty which 
charmed him, since, without doubt, 
he must be rather frightened than 
delighted, when he looks upon her. 
Si spem prolis, the Prince has certainly 
only too many heirs already, anS ought 
to wish that he had neither wife nor 
children. Si amicitiam, it is not to be 
supposed, while her father expresses 
himself in such threatening language 
with regard to her, that there will be 
much cordiality of friendship on his 
part. Let them look to it, then, lest 
it fare with them no better than with 
the Admiral, at his Paris wedding; 
for those gentlemen can hardly forgive 
such injuries, gine mercurio et arsenico 
svblimato." ^ 

The Elector of Saxony was frantic 
with choler, and almost ludicrous in 
the vehemence of its expression. Count 
John was unceasing in his exhortations 
to his brother to respect the sensitive- 



» Aichives et Crirresp , v. 226. Bor, viii. 
644. Meteren, v. 100. 
* Archives et Correspondance, v. 800. 
» Ibid. « Ibid., v. 203, 204. 

y ibid., V. 312, 818. 
8 Ibid., V. 227, 22S. 
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'■'..'<.: -r-^i-rran: rer5-T..i^es. in -.h* n>rtLrra q'larter. Diedrich 

^^:■■^»^ ii-'.v '^«.r;.:h .•■.:ii ir..i S-o-.j. z:.vera.:.r of that portion of 

; .'v-.I ir wx* :n -Le-.r -.^rr-rr H-".jr..i. a m.m .>f ereat bravery but 

!?. -A'.-h rjc-ir-i-.- h-.-.u,***!: i-.i . : •^-h't^z^^ fen: city of cbiract«r* had 

'- ■:'.:?«' ^f 'iie Pr tesr.ir.T ti.s? vrr^ii an extensive conspiracy 

•: . -.iw^..-.".,J^; '^-^:. -.-. . -J:,.^ ir.-. zr .er:a:a of the ishabitanta, in 

• ": i.i ::■ •• '«*»»-. V'i t.-iI.! ilL -f in «^pr:*-v'hing' Spanish inva- 
..^.,;..j..^: ■.■:••- .-^ •.: ^ v^ -■ it g. Einis f lan.i-loupers had been 

-:■ ir -'• . M .u.-. nr-T* iz.i ~z.y. . -mi. i.:o:r«iii:; t-* the intimation 

•V i.i \ \ • ■- :.■ r- -v •:- : ^ii. •: he h.ui received, or affected to 

"•"'!';■■■.' ■ ^. — =^'- ^='- ~^"^ r-ro»-:T-».i. to srt fire to villiges 

'*■''•*''■'■-■■■■.*. .:-v .-'--- Tu? in.' : ■T-'. :=. every ■iin'ction, to set 

■*"■••*..-.-:■ -1. :r.' : :? • zi -/: '- r i.:r r. » . aq i t- ■ c nduct a series of 

• :.!•* •.—:■#:■. i-.i.^r.v Tur^.ili '. T :*j::cL the expeditions about 

■ v-s ■:•— . '.j-L.i-j^ :. ■>? r.-inifeii were to be furthered 

; * ■-.■ -!->.r ■: .:.„-^'.-: 1 .z "iiy-.r .■■jrc^A* The G^jvemor, de- 

'. .-.:•. '^^^i'-.-T -• :. z^-r-i^-i^i t. 5V*w ^hjt the Duke of 

■' ' ■•• %— - : :-- ■'>:■. ±li :■ :'A :: -: w in.: re prompt nor 

... ^ ., . -^ , ;.. ... '^~.{^r_ - -1 .^_-.-.-^ .v^^ himself . improvised, 

■ ■ ■■■ ■■.■-■•: 7 v —i? - .- : ^:? -^ \.-.z:. rlty. a tribunal in iini- 

. .... .... ...y .,-o - ..._- v- V.-. - : -■-* iifi"nou5 Biood-CounciL 

-*• '. ■- '• "'"^~ -- - " :-»:e".T f 7 the character of the 

• - ■■ ■■ ■■ .«■■■••■ .- .T-:'.-. :■■ -jri-ry. > -y »« not a Hollander, 

: .,.^.,.,; - -; -.- :j-.-. v- : -■ 7 ■sr-.j "i* ;-irlj»l;:tion of this newly 

- ■ ■■■■■■•' v.'.- .-■:.-..'..■,-£ vl T*c.:.":..?j:-d c--:rr allowed to extend 

^ :»..,-* <^-. r^i. :■ -rrir- "..?--■■: -fry -»rTx>w lixnita Eight 

.• x ". - ■■■;- V. i.*-.-- ' Tv^k'.. - -J «-fre. however, arrested 

... : .... -. -\ , . -■ . ..^ -^ ^-,; "l-.—eii to :or:-.ires the most 

\ •■ • ■ .>i . ■; -- r -.i. - ir-.' ■.: 1- ..-rier t.^ extort from them 

... ^ .. .....4 - ':, 1 ■-:; ■• -tt*?.-?.^ ir-.TM^iTing persons of 

.. .^ .-.. - - ^" --■ — •_7_.. l.r:.:r t«:6:t::: :- the liid than them- 

. .■-«. '.".-■ -•■«w* —.: "1 ■".?- fr*.-:& ir-*-. \f!er a few turoB of 

•>^ .... ^ ... ^ — ^. ,- .\ ^ ^* 7 -.-^7 '-. i ■-? Sv*rew. confessed all 

• V - '. • -r-^. o -• - wl..i :ifr TTiT^ exT-ecte^i to confeB, 

: ■ ■ ■— ■-■ '■- - ^•'V' lsck: ill TrL:m they were re- 

\ . -. -"■ • - 7^ ;, :*-i-: : •...:«. The eighth wu i 

■ ".".••■, ;■ ?\;^-.^ f-.. -r kzL r;: ifed to testify to .the 

s- "n ■■ :. 1 -i 5. . T. r. .: f .-trri:~ respectable honse- 1 

. . ^ \ * ■". :>--:.* -izifw "he had, perhaps j 

' ■ .• .' .r • ." V. ■? iL-'-rv itii ::^!nst whom then 

?' - .. ---.#-■ .i_T-l- .:' evidence. Hewai, 

.\ . -■? T:" -..-i-i ry three hours tnd 

' . • .. :-.: :" >':.'c-.- i.'r:\:re to confes, 

N V ' ■'•-:' r..?.-r'.iT.z to their orders, M 

. ^ V .'-»■■■ V." r.* Mi.i evidence were 

* • ■. ^ -: * -.-.v.:*-. a»rvl7i5t certain influrn- 

^ \ cj: rlrr.-sT. .: :r.e proviuce, whoie 

. . ^ ^ .•--.■■■? •■%* n swret adherence to 

. . ■ . ........ f-j-:\-' 

• V 7 ■ -■ .-':.' T- T-^tohes who had been 

-■ - .\'.-!. ; : .r. :.-:** oi imconditiosal 

. - ■ ...•■T. .--r .- LiTid. and bysavMe 
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15 To,] I^annin^ 

orture on ^0 oUier, to bear fcliii &Iu 
^Itneiii, were coTideiDiiod to be bmiiad 
live, soiiil OD tbbiir wsty to tJie ebake 
bey ali rtitrTvcted i^e btoteirieuiii 
f likb b^d <m]j been ecKtotted fi^tm 
yihem by thfS oidL Nev^rthel^es^ the 
IjviduaJi who hikd been tliu^ dasig- 
Atc^ wer«^ Hffcst^d. Cluti^isd wftJb 
* litltig a |:e&iai-al cdnfl^gnticin of tbe 
^ BUd £&Ttii-biOuaea, in conjunc- 
i Wiib vn invaflion bj Hieiges and 
■ Pupiat gaaemls, tbey indignaiitly 
1 their innocence j but two of 
illienij o uci-tain Kopp CoTDelisBOOD, 
lutd Ma eon, Nannmg Ko«»peaoon, 
were sd^eoted to undergo tne most 
cnid torture wbicb had Tet b^en 
[inctlRed in tb« N^therlondB.^ Sonoj, 
to bin eternal thame, wae disposed to 
•f/stfTe that human ingenuity to inAict 
tiiuniui miasiry had tiut been exhausted 
b tbe L'hambem of the Elood-Counoil, 
I for it was to be ahewn that Reform ers 
lirete c^yable of giving a iBBgoTJ: evea 
pto hiqfiisitoiiB in tkla diabolic&l suitmce^ 
j Ecipp, a man adTonced in ye^^f wils 
' tortured during a whole day. On 
^e folio wing^ mornkig he weib again 
bicntght to the jack, but the old man 
was tcTO weak to endure all the ftgOD j 
wiuch his tormontorB had provided foF 
hm. Hardly had ha h^en placed 
opon the bed of torture than he 
yAmlj expired, to the grea.t indigna- 
tion nf the tribuniil*^ ** The deril has 
broken hh neek, and carried him off 
to beli/' cried they, ferociously. 
'^ Herertheleed, that eLall not prevent 
htm from being hung and quartered,'* 
Tim decTee of impotent yengeanae 
IM accordingly executed.^ The eon 
itf Koppj however, Nanning Koppe- 
I ■dod, vrae a man in the full vigour of 
litb years. He bore wiili perfeet forti- 
Itiide a Mfrie© of incrediblo tortureSj 
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1 Bor. vUi 026, »eq. Hoofd, 3t. 4 IS, aeq* 
t Hiid., viiL &I7, ft2B. ibid., m. 413. 
* lloofil. I. 415. 

*BorCTiii. fl28) confldentioasl^ fumiflhcs 

I of the miiehinEry by aid of whiu% 

, \ -vii w i I [-r M H I t.y w fis mlli t:teti Thit mta 

Gi»Pwiior himsbll — Vido 

aiiafili mors to Bnuf y , &pud 

,. .. _ .. i.-ii in a bnsi- 



offcer whlchj with hit body singed 
from head to heel, and hie feet ^moflt 
entijfely flayed, he was loft for iix 
weeks to orawl about hia dungeon on 
hie kneoB. He was then brought 
back to the torture-room^ and ngatn 
atretched upon the rack^ while a liivgo 
eai-thcn veHssel, made for the purpoxe, 
waa placed, inverted, upon hia Boiked 
body, A number oif rato were iDtro* 
duced under thi^ cover, and hot ooak 
were heapeil upon the resaeL till the 
mto, rendered funoiua by the heat^ 
gnsiwed into the verf bowels of the 
victiin, in their agony to oflcape.* The 
holes thus torn in his bleeding flesh 
were £lled with red-hot coals^ He 
was afterwards aubjeotod to other tor- 
tures too foul to relate ; nor waa it till 
he had endured aR this agony, with a 
fortitude whioh seemed aupematurali^ 
that he was at last discovered to bs 
human. Scorched^ bitten, dislocatisd 
in every jomt, sleeplesSt »tarvin^ per* 
iehing with thirst, he woa nt Ust 
crushed into a lalse conf^»ion by a 
promise of absolute forgiveness. He ad- 
mitted everything which was brought 
to his cbiii^ge, confessing a catalogue 
of contemplated burnings and beayon 
firings of whjoh he had never dr^imed, 
and ftvowdng himself in lt5a^s:uo ,with 
other desperate Papists, still more 
dangerous than himself. 

Notwithstanding the promisea of 
pardon, Kanning was then condemned 
to death. The sentence ordained that 
his heart should be torn from his 
living bosom, and thrown in bis face, 
after which his head waa to be taken 
off and exposed on the ohuroh steeple 
of his native village. Hia body was 
then to be cut in four^ and a quarter 
fastened upon different towera of the 
cjty of Alkmaarj for it was that city. 



tions were quite regTiliir &tid lautl^blg. Tho 
CuintuittakiinuTa t^tm^ludo with pioua wUhoa 
far the Govamor'B waLFtkre: "Noble, wiso, 
virtiiiiHfi, and very dwcroat sir," they sajr, 
" Wfi have wished to apptiso you of the for- 
going, and wt* now pmy thai God Almiffhty 
may apoj-a you in a h^ippy, hcfilthy luid loni?- 
coDdouod gov<jrument " It WJEI be e^en, 
however, thftt the " wise, Tbimouii, auci Tflry 
fliacrcet** GovErnor, wJio thoa cd^iSiiil iiJs 
fellfiW-dtizoirs bowelfl to Ins jrnawed hy rata, 
WHS not oUo^wud to roinBin mu«ln lonrer in 
hii "happy and he&lthy eovernin«nt," 
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recently so famous for its heroic re- 
sistance* to the Spanish army, which 
was now sullied by all this cold-blooded 
atrocity. When led to execution, the 
victim recanted indignantly the con- 
fessions forced from him by weakness 
of body, and exonerated the persons 
whom he had falsely accused. A cer- 
tain clergyman, named Jurian Epes- 
zoon, endeavoured by loud praying to 
drown his voice, that the people 
might not rise wi^ indignation, and 
the dying prisoner with his last breath 
solemnly summoned this imworthy 
pastor of Christ to meet him within 
three days before the judgment-seat 
of God. It is a remarkable and 
authentic fact, that the clergyman 
thus summoned, went home pensively 
from the place of execution, sickened 
immediately, and died upon the ap- 
pointed day.^ 

Notwithstanding this solemn re- 
cantation, the persons accused were 
arrested, and in their turn subjected 
to torture, but the affiiir now reached 
the ears of Orange. His peremptory 
orders, with the universal excitement 
produced in the neighbourhood, at 
last checked the course of the outrage, 
and the accused persons were remanded 
to prison, where they remained till 
liberated by the Pacification of Ghent. 
After their release they commenced 
legal proceedings against Sonoy, with 
a view of establishing their own inno- 
cence, and of bringing the inhuman 
functionary to justice. The process 
languished, however, and was finally 
abandoned, for the powerful Governor 
had rendered such eminent service in 
the cause of liberty, that it was thought 
unwise to push him to extremity. It 
is no impeachment upon the character 
of the Prince that these horrible crimes 
were not prevented. It was impos- 
sible for him to be omnipresent. 
Neither is it just to consider the tor- 
tures and death thus inflicted upon 
innocent men an indelible stain upon 
the cause of liberty. They were the 
crimes of an individual who had been 

1 Bor, viii. 628, et seq. Hoofd, x. 414. 
Watfcnaer, vii. /iS. Brandt^ Hist. Ref., i. 663. 
Velitis Horn, bl. 440. 

2 Bor, viii. 628-^41. Hoofd, z. 415-419. 
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useful, but who, like the Count De la 
Marcl^ had now contaminated his 
hand with the blood of the guiltless. 
The new tribunal never took root, 
and was abolished as soon as its initia- 
tory horrors were known.* 

On the 19th of July, Gudewater, 
entirely unprepared for such an event, 
was besieged by Hierges, but the gar- 
rison and the population, although 
weak, were brave. The town resisted 
eighteen days, and on the 7th of 
August was carried by assault,* after 
which the usual horrors were fully 
practised, after which the garrison 
was put to the sword, and the town's- 
people fared little better. Men, 
women, and children were murdered 
in cold blood, or obliged to purchase 
their lives by heavy ransoms, while 
matrons and maids were sold by auction 
to the soldiers at two or three dollars 
each.* Almost every house in the city 
was burned to the ground, and these 
horrible but very customary scenes 
having been enacted, the army of 
Hierges took its way to Schoonhoven. 
That city, not defending itself, secured 
tolerable terms of capitulation, and 
surrendered on the 24tii of August* 

The Grand Conmiander had not yefe 
given up tf^e hope of naval assistance 
from Spain, notwithstanding the abrupt 
termination to the last expedition 
which had been organised. It was, 
however, necessary that a foothold 
should be recovered upon the sea- 
board, before a descent from without 
could be met with proper co-operation 
from the land forces within, and he 
was most anxious, therefore, to effect 
the reconquest of some portion of 
Zealand. The island of Tholen was 
still Spanish, and had been so since 
the memorable expedition of Men- 
dragon to South Beveland. From 
this interior portion of the archipelago 
the Governor now determined to at- 
tempt an expedition against the outer 
and more important territory. The 
three principal islands were Tholen, 
Duiveland, and Schouwen. Tholen 



8 Bor, viii. 646. Meteren, v. 100. 

* Ibid., viiL 646. Hoofd, x. 424, 425. 

* Ibid., viii. 447. Meteron, v. 100. 
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was the first which detached itself 
from the continent. Next, and sepa- 
rated from it by a bay two leagues in 
width, was Duiveland, or the Isle of 
Doves. Beyond, and parted by a 
narrower frith, was Schouwen, front- 
ing directly upon the ocean, fortified 
by its strong capital city, Zierickzee, 
and containing other villages of in- 
ferior consequence.^ 

Requesens had been long revolving 
in his mind the means of possessing 
himself of this important island. He 
had caused to be constructed a nume- 
rous armada of boats and light vessels 
of various dimensions, and he now 
came to Tholen to organise the expe- 
dition. His prospects were at first not 
flattering, for the gulfs and estuaries 
iwarmed with Zealand vessels, manned 
by crews celebrated for their skill 
and audacity. Traitors, however, from 
Zealand itself now came forward to 
teach the Spanish Commander how to 
strike at the heart of their own coun- 
tiy. These refugees explained to Re- 
qaesffliB that a narrow flat extended 
under the sea from Philipsland, a small 
and iminhabited islet situate close to 
Thol^ as far as the shore of Duive- 
Imd. Upon this submerged tongue 
d land, IJie water, during ebb-tide, was 
sufficiently shallow to be waded, and 
it would therefore be possible for a de- 
termined band, imder cover of the 
night, to make the perilous passage. 
Once arrived at Duiveland, they could 
more easily cross the intervening creek 
to Schouwen, which was not so deep 
ad only half as wide, so that a force 
thus sent through these dangerous 
duiUows, might take possession of 
Duiveland and lay siege to Zierickzee, 
in the very teeth of the Zealand fleet, 
which would be imable to sail near 
enough to intercept their passage.^ 

The Conmiander determined that 
Uie enterprise should be attempted. 
It was not a novelty, because Mondra- 
gon, as we have seen, had already most 
brilliantly conducted a very similar 
e]q)edition. The present was, how- 

J Bor, viii 648-650. Hoofd, x. 426, 427. 
Jfeteren, v. 101, 102. Mendoza, xiv. 281. 
Bcntivoglio, ix. 164, et seq.. . 
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ever, a much more daring scheme. 
The other exploit, although sufficiently 
hazardous, and entirely successful, had 
been a victory gained over the sea 
alone. It had been a surprise, and had 
been eflected without any opposition 
from human enemies. Here, however, 
they were to deal, not only with the 
ocean and darkness, but with a watch- 
ful and determined foe. The Zea- 
landers were aware that the enterprise 
was in contemplation, and their vessels 
lay about the contiguous waters in 
considerable force.' Nevertheless, the 
determination of the Grand Comman- 
der was hailed with enthusiasm by his 
troops. Having satisfied himself by 
personal experiment that the enter- 
prise was possible, and that therefore 
his brave soldiers could accomplish it, 
he decided that the glory of the achieve- 
ment should be fairly shared, as before, 
among the diflerent nations which 
served the King. 

After completing his preparations, 
Requesens came to Tholen, at which 
rendezvous were assembled three thou- 
sand infantry, partly Spaniards, partly 
Germans, partly Walloons. Besides 
these, a picked corps of two hundred 
sappers and miners was to accompany 
the expedition, in order that no time 
might be lost in fortifying themselves 
as soon as they hod seized possession 
of Schouwen. Four hundred mounted 
troopers were, moreover, stationed in 
the town of Tholen, while the little 
fleet, which had been prepared at Ant- 
werp, lay near that city ready to co- 
operate with the land force as soon as 
they should complete their enterprise. 
The Grand Commander now divided 
the whole force into two parts. One 
half was to remain in the boats, under 
the command of Mondragon ; the other 
half, accompanied by the two hundred 
pioneers, were to wade through the sea 
from Philipsland to Duiveland and 
Schouwen. Each soldier of this de- 
tachment was provided with a pair of 
shoes, two pounds of powder, and ra- 
tions for three days in a canvas bag 

3 Bor, ubi sup, Hoofd, x. 426. Mendoza, 
xiv. 282. Bentivoglio, ix. 165. 

8 Bentivoglio, ix. 165. Hoofd, x. 428. 
Bar, viii. 64&-650. Mendoza, xiv. 283. 
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siiifpeDfied at hia neck. The leader of 
thlB expeditioo waa Don Oaorio d'UUoa, 
an officer di^tingiii^ied for his expe- 
rience and bravery.* 

On the night selected for the enter- 
prise^ that of the 27th September, the 
mof>n was a day old in its fourth quar- 
ter, and rose a little before twelve. It 
was low water at between four and five 
in the morning. The Grand Com- 
mander, at the appointed hour of mid- 
night, crossed to Philipsland, and stood 
on the shore to watch the setting forth 
of the little army. He addressed a 
short harangue to them, in which he 
skilfully struck the chords of Spanish 
chivalry and the national love of glory,* 
and was answered with loud and enthu- 
siastic cheers. Don Oaorio d'UUoa 
then stripped and plunged into the sea 
immerliately after the guides. He was 
followed by the Spaniards, after whom 
came the Germans and then the Wal- 
loons. The two hundred sappers and 
miners came next, and Don Gabriel 
Peralta, with his Spanish company, 
brought up the rear. It was a wild 
night. Incessant lightning alternately 
revealed and obscured the progress of 
the midnight march through the black 
waters, as • the anxious Commander 
watched the expedition from the shore, 
but the soldiers were quickly swal- 
lowed up in the gloom.* As they ad- 
vanced cautiously, two by two, the 
daring adventurers found themselves 
soon nearly up to their necks in the 
waves, while so narrow was the sub- 
mergerl bank along which they were 
marching, that a misstep to the right 
or left was fatal. Luckless individuals 
repeatedly sank to rise no more. Mean- 
time, as the sickly light of the waning 
moon came forth at intervals through 

1 Bontivfwilo, ix. 166. Hoofd, x. 427, 42a 
Mondoza, xiv, 283 

a llwf.l, X. 428. I3or, vUi. 648-660. Men- 
do/.a, xiv. 28.'), 284. 

» Hor, viii. 648-650 Hoofd, x 428. Ben- 
tivoKllo, ix. 167. — According to Mendoza, 
tboMky wan full of preternatural appearances 
on that nieuiorublo night; litci*ally, 

"The exlialatiuns whizzing through the 
air 
Gave HO much light that one might read 
by them." 

Julius Caaar. 
*'ViondoBO m clqwI punto errni'-tax v Mrinles 
m U Citlo de urande ciandad y ianta qtue st 
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the stormy douda. Hie soldien could 
plainly p»ceive the files of Zealand 
vessels through whidi th^ were to 
\ march, and whidi were anchored as 
I dose to the fiat as the water woold 
allow. Some had reckleaaly stranded 
, themselves, in their eagerness to inter- 
: rapt the passage of the troope^ and the 
artillery played unceasingly from the 
. larger vessels. Discharges of musketry 
came continually from all, but tiie 
; fitful lightning rendered the aim diffi- 
cult and the fire comparatively hann- 
less,^ while the Spaniards were, more- 
over, protected, as to a large part of 
their bodies, by the water in which 
they were inmiersed. 

At times, they halted for breath, or 
to engage in fierce skirmishes with 
their nearest assailanta Standing 
breast-high in the waves, and sur- 
rounded at intervals by total darkness^ 
they were yet aWe to pour an oc- 
casional well-directed volley into the 
hostile ranks. The Zealanden, how- 
ever, did not assail them with firearms 
alone. They transfixed some with 
their fatal harpoons; they dragged 
others from the path with boat-hooks; 
they beat out the brains of othws with 
heavy flails.'' Many were the mortal 
duels thus fought in the darkness, and, 
as it were, in the bottom of the sea; 
many were the deeds of audacity which 
no eye was to mark save those by whom 
they were achieved. Still, in spite of 
all impediments and losses, the Span- 
iards steadily advanced. If other arms 
proved less available, they were at- 
tacked by the fierce taunts and invec- 
tives of their often invisible foes, who 
reviled them as water-dogs, fetching 
and carrying for a master who despised 
them; as mercenaries, who coined their 

leian cartoi eomo si fiura de dia, quo ponia 
admiracion el v^as ; jozgando los mas set 
cosa fuera del curao natural," etc. : xiv. 284.* 
—Compare Strada, viii. 898. 

* Boutivoglio, ix. 167. Hoofd, x. 419. 

'"agenaer, vii. 71. 

s " Ne bastara a nemid di travaglianli 
solamente co i moschetti, e con gli aroni- 
bugi, ma piu d'appresso con unciui di fturo, 
con legni maneggiabili a molti dop^ % con 
altsi istromenti," etc. — Bentivoglio, ix. 167. 
" Llegavau & herir & los nuestros con tmos 
instrumentos de lamanera que los con que 
bateren el trigo p»ra sacar el grano de la 
pcya." — Mendoza, xiv. 235. 
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HqoiI Ictr ^Id^ Kod were emplo j«d by 
tyrw^ta lor the basest luei. If sbmg 
by tiieae niookiiig Toices, t^er ttiribed 
in thtt diU'kiJCM to ebi^stiie tkeir nn- 
«o«t2 toftafQtot&, tbey wene e^rt&in to 
be Iramplcd iipoti by their comraAenij 
fuid to bf pii^wd from th^ir nsurow 
pftthway into the depths of the aeii.. 
Thus ja»uy perighed. 

The ^gbt wore on, s^d the advoii- 
tujiers stOl fought it out manfuUyp 
but TCty ftjowly, the nwun body of 
£p*niftrds, OerTfian«t and Walloonfi, 
«K>ii after dayllglkt, reach lug th« oppo 
»ite ehore» baTing ^usUined conHider' 
able losai^, but m perfect order. The 
jiimieens were not bo fortmmte. The 
tide ro«e over them before they oould 
effect tlieir fia«$age^ a,nd swept nearly 
e?ery one awayJ The rei^r-gu&rd^ 
iinder Pernlta, not flnrpriecd, like the 
pioneera, in the midtile of their paa- 
tzge^ by the riaiog tide, but prevented, 
before it wa$ too late, from adY&ucing 
far beyond the ahore from which thoy 
had depn^rted^ were fortunately en- 
abled t*:! retmce their stepsu^ 

Don 0®rj3 irt, at the bead of the bjjc- 
ees&fiil adTcnturerH, now effected hii 
kading upon Duiveland, Reposing 
themAelvea but for an imtant after 
tius uaparfkUeled march through the 
miart of more than mx honm, they 
lOulc A 4&light refre^hxn«nt, prayed to 
the Virgin Mary and to 9aint J^mea^ 
aoi] then prepared to meet their new 
«a),emiee on Unil T^d companitis of 
FreDch, Scotch, and English ausiH' 
arias lay in Dniveland, under the com- 
loand of Charles Von Boisot. Strange 
to relate, by an inexplicable ai:cident, 
or bf treaaon, that gecieral waa alain 
IbFy mA own Moldiers^ at the moment 
frben the royal troops lauded* The 
pwjic created by this event became 
nitetiBe, aa the enemy rm& suddenly, 
HA it were, out of the depths ef the 



laai»4ufi, qne os haren set perrfla de a^a." 

Bor, uln Bup. 

< HotJfd. %. 42S, Bnr. viii, 4iB. MendoKa, 
3t|t» aaft. — ^Tlia ofBtJwr, vfhom earmr was , 
tbtw unfortutmlely ciofled, waa f], brother pf j 



ocmaxi to attack t .„,,_^^__^ 
the n\iinber:» of ihetr ■MUiMKtii^ and 
fled t«rrrjr-(&tricken in evwy direotioxi,. 
Some swam to tlie Zealand resseU 
which lay in the neighl>om'hood ; 
others took refuge in tho forta which 
had been Donjstmcted on the islatid, 
but thes^ were soon carried by the 
t^pauiarda, and the conquest o| Dulve- 
Lmd wa* effected.' 

The eiiterpriae was not yet com- 
pleted, but the remainder waa leAa 
difSmdt aud not nearly bo baiKu^ouei 
for the creek whioh separated Duire- 
Laod from Schouwen wae much nar- 
rower than the evtuary which they 
had jvmt tmtened. It wa« lesi than 
a league in vKdth, but ao encumb^i^ 
by mebee and biiera thAt, althouj^ 
difficult to wade, it woa not navigable 
for Te^ela of any kini* Thia part of 
the expedition was accomplifih^^ with 
equal reaolution^ sa that^ after a few 
houra' delay^ the eoldiera etotid upon 
the mudi-^oveted islaud of Schouwen. 
Five «>mpanies of utatea* troops, 
placed to oppoae their latidmg, fle^l 
in the moat cowardly manner at the 
first discharge of the Spanish muaketa,^ 
and took refuge in the city of Zieriok- 
see, which waa soon ftfterwards be- 
leaguered. 

The troops hod been diaombarked 
upon Duiveland fropi the armiula, 
which had made its way to the soewe 
of action, after having received* by 
signal^ information that the expedition 
through the water had been 8Ul:t^e«6- 
fnl Broil werabaven, on the nDrthem 
side of SehouweUj was immediately 
reduced, but Bommenede reaisted till 
the 25th of Octfiber, when it wag at 
last carried by aaaault, and delivered 
over to fire and aword- Of the whole 
population md garris^jn not twenty 
were left alive- Siege wa» then laid 
to Ziericbsee, and Colonel Mondmgon 



derad good aerrioo to thu duviifi of hit ooim- 
try, and wai Giivonior of Wid^^litiron at t!ira 
tiffnj flf Ilia doatb.— Ardiitaa ot Cotreap^, 

* MendDJSft, jdv, Sfifl. Bontlvoulio (U, l(!9) 
says, "iKXiomtiii d'una knguiu"— Comp;ire 
Bor. viif 04U. HoDfd, x. 42y, 

* M^ndoiSft, sriv, 287* Hoofd, x, 4£9. Bun- 



^ '!• 77//- //'> f,f fl»^. Jp^if^K Ti^/fiUhVxc [lo75. 

I II III ..li'.rr- '.f »Ji'« '.;.'f i^.'.Ti*. V^VichftrftTi and the reat of Zealand 
^^ . ... I,.-, If f.if.f. »•. .*'.' h/,"i //« n v.,-w inV.mptefl; the province cut in 



rnlnt; Mnrt irn ^..vo; % f'K^tljoM on the ocean, fur a 

..I .,,.,;... ' i»nrt int*!rval at Icaat, acquired by 
i„ Vii.ii! .ill". /.'iniM ».Jiit.h»r in . .Spain. Tlift Trince waa inexpresuibly 

i II ■ -I Mil. ■ irid-i. iiri'l wtiR ft" (■.|i.'LS(riii<!<i by thcHe circumstances, and 

.;... I I , •• f'lll ifiM hiriliKtir. t'i'l I. Ui.il. Ui<! moment had arrived when 

..li.M. «)•■• t'Oii Lf Him i>j|:Mifl. nil lioii(iiir;il)le mcinri were to be em- 
it I 11 .•lii|. Ixi'inl fliiiiiiH ln» i ployi'd t4> obtain foreij^ ns^istance. 
1. \.iir..-i|<" 'I'liiu flliiM'i lind I Tin* liollandcrri and Zoalanders had 

i.i . i.M«.i ■ iif..M tii><ii> ili.'ui nun i'iitif;lit llio Katilos of freedom alone 

. I.;.. •11,1m. 4 in Hii< iini»>H:n)< liiUuMto. and Iiad fiMight them well, 

. ,. ^1 M. ill n lii.-li ilm Hiirno V\\\ povortv wan t"a«t i-endering them 

,««,,!. -I i;.>nliu i« )4 ilflivtwl, intMp.iMo of Hustaining much longer 

\ M pnii.itiuU i-i.<,1u:)Mo 1 ho unr«iual ivmtliot. OtiVrs of men, 

. ., ., ,;. »M«. ni-1\,-,l ^u^^r.^n >\]».vio \\.\i:«*j5 tho stato* were to fumiflh, 

,...; J,,; ,. 1.-.. ,< U-4 ;'.;.^ ;« ^^,':v r<';;-.Si>l. AS worse than fruitless. 

, „ , ■'.».. ..-.v.-o.! «'.• V, i.=. ^ =,,• v. :%,»: N;;vArro. who jH^rhaiv* deemed 

. ■ .; v, 1 ».■ iV,' \. ■ ,'i ,u '.; -.N .N.V.'. .■ 4> '.o .v\:-.::rt* the s^wereignty 

-. . ■" .1 ■ .- %• .■.- ..».•..■ .". .'.-,■ v.v.'v -.".Y* Vy s.- Vs^rren a {^uetit^ 

*:. XI .■ ' .» . . « K* ^» . -.i t^- *>ry.: : .* s or three ihou- 

• .-■ . , . X V. •.-. v.-.-v ;■■ \ ".■: h\ "-:* i-xzi exi*rn$e. 

->.■.■■. *. .• v.v-.v* :. .-.r. T.-.^ :^e*T':v ::.■.'.> oe- 

• \' .•..■".•'■.» . ..■».-,* V.v ':'•:•. v.,v;- i:-..i ;■.•.* i;itie 

o . ... . ,. . .' •■ v.v »w". Jkl.iv.f. ■ *Vi.r. i: we 

... ll ^s . 1- ..;, .,r . Mf.f .•...■^':":-::t V:*-.—*; 

. ■ N • ' ■ ■» -o' ■■■■ v'.-i-t-^ ;,. : j.is: L.. i:.* -B.r.i 

■ '. ■ .,.....■. »i ..-. ■„"- i.< .:n ■ )ic ja.'.-. ■ Vf *iri.-."j.i D.-l 

■ ■. : 1-.- -v •■ .>i. •, /I .» -ii.- ii.->*.'" 'i* * '-f!- ".: lie 

I ■ ^ 1...1. ».n .^ .-'.Si Ji: .:i;:.i;r: ..: ..UT 

; ••«.»■ -■•.>%■ .'! .. :■. ■ .1 -J.t T.JfT'.'T 

■ ■ ■ -■ ■.. *'• .1 ■.-■"111 nil-.. ■. ii.'Vt'T«r. 

- ■ . • ' ■• •■.- "■■■. ..-. I J-.. 1 *»...!. iir-sf 7.; "uW 

. . > . ....•.■.■ -...•-. . I.::- -■■-i-ri. iw.iiii ;:ii«:».iied 

■ «^i : . :■ ■.:: . :.:? ^-I'-.'.-si-fL .»!- 

! V ; .. :.;. - v -.-.m :i( Ui 

*. ..'. ^ ■■ ■ !.:■ '.T-.411 :.u.'f, iif 

V- . -.1 ■..■»^-. .. I \i-.> ii-.vwSir" . !L 

■ . ». ;..■: j"^-'. I.;:— .::'il. iC 

-. • ..•.. :^ '■....;' .';'- i'^ a 

■ . •■ •• »: •. : ■ ./. : .C"iJUI'* 

' .. • -. — • -.. . ... -v.: I.- vat 

.' " •-.' ■■ ■ u-;i- i..::.4itirtl 

- . . ■.i*i..:.;;oNfr 

■ ' -. ■ . : .^r.- -Jitil. 

-. . .■'■«!• 

-^ '■- . :. :.-,. .ii. Inv. 
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that it had been retained with no dis- ; the better, or else, once for all, to 



loyal intent.^ The time, however, had 
come when it was necessary to throw 
off allegiance, provided another could 
be fomid strong enough and frank 
enough to accept the authority which 
Philip had forfeited. The question 
was, naturally, between France and 
England, unless the provinces could 
effect their re-admission into the body 
of the (Germanic Empire. Already in 
June the Prince h^ laid the pro- 
position formally before the states, 
"whether they should not negotiate 
with the Empire on the subject of 
their admission, with maintenance of 
their own constitutions ; " but it was 
understood that this plan was not to 
be carried out, if the protection of the 
Empire could be obtained under easier 
ccmditions.' 

Nothing came of the proposition at 
that time. The nobles and the de- 
puties of South Holland now voted, in 
the banning of the ensuing month, 
''that it was their duty to abandon 
ihe Eang, as a tyrant who sought to 
express and destroy his subjects, and 
that it behoved them to sedL another 
protector." This was while the Breda 
negotiations were still pending, but 
when their inevitable result was very 
visible. There was still a reluctance 
at taking the last and decisive step in 
the rebellion, so that the semblance of 
loyalty was still retained — that ancient 
scabbard, in which the sword might 
yet one day be sheathed. The pro- 
position was not adopted at the diet. 
A committee of nine was merely ap- 
pointed to deliberate with the I^ince 
upon the " means of obtaining foreign 
assistance, without accepting foreign 
authority, or severing their connexion 
with his Majesty." The estates were, 
however, summoned a few months 
later, by the Prince, to deliberate on 
this important matter at Rotterdam. 
On the 1st of October he then for- 
mally proposed, either to make terms 
with their enemy, and that the sooner 



> See the remarks of Grocn v. Prinstcrcr 
an a passage in a letter of the Council of 
State to Reouesena. — Archives, etc., v. 273. 
See also the letter in Bor, vuL 013. 



separate entirely from the King of 
Spain, and to change their sovereign, 
in oixier, with the assistance and under 
protection of another Chlistian po- 
tentate, to maintain the provinces 
against their enemies. Orange, more- 
over, expressed the opinion, ti^at upon 
so important a subject it was decidedly 
incumbent upon them all to take the 
sense of the city governments. The 
members for the various municipalities 
acquiesced in the propriety of this sug- 
gestion, and resolved to consult their 
constituents, while the deputies of the 
nobility also desired to consult with 
their whole body. After an adjourn- 
ment of a few days, the diet again as- 
sembled at Delft, and it was then 
unanimously resolved by the nobles 
and the cities, " that they would for- 
sake the Eing, and seek foreign assist- 
ance, referring the choice to the 
Prince, who, in regard to the govern- 
ment, was to take the opinion of the 
estates." ^ 

Thus, the great step was taken, by 
which two little provinces declared 
themselves independent of their an- 
cient master. That declaration, al- 
though taken in the midst of doubt 
and darkness, was not destined to be 
cancelled, and the germ of a new and 
powerful commonwealth was planted. 
So little, however, did these republican 
fathers foresee their coming republic, 
that the resolution to renounce ono 
king was combined with a proposition 
to ask for the authority of another. It 
was not imagined that those two slen- 
der columns, which were all that had 
yet been raised of the future stately 
peristyle, would be strong enough to 
stand alone. The question now arose, 
to what foreign power application 
should be made. But little hope was 
to be entertained from Germany, a 
state which existed only ih name, and 
France was still in a condition of re- 
ligious and intestine discord. The 
attitude of revolt maintained by the 



a Resol. Holl., June 6, 1575, bl. 303. 
Wapenaer, vli. 78, 

» Ibid., Jul. 7, 1575, bl. 474. Jul. 9, 1575, 
bl.482. Oct. 3, 1675, bl. 668,669. Oct. 13,1675, 
bl. 692. Bor, viii. 651. Wagonaer, vii. 81. 
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.-f. c^^r^ .^eoretiy to the Prince.* At 
":.►: <iTr.f. time flhe ha4i aent an envoy 
'.■ » t.hft Grand Commander, counfielling 
^.'ir.ri-liatury meaflures, and promising 
t/i .j.*:nd a riii*:cial mii!!»ion to Spain with 
ihn ofTt'.T f>f her mediation; but it waa 
Kijyf)ftcted by thoae moat in the confi- 
tU'Wco of the Spanish government at 
i'lni.-McIri, that there was a great deal 
of clocoption in these proceedings.* A 
triMM? for nix months ha™g now been 
i'stablwhod iKJtwcen the Due d'Alenoon 
iuiii Iiin brother, it was supposed, that 
jin alliance between France and Eng- 
1am 1. and porhai^s between Alen^on 
ami l-'lizaK'th. was on the carpet, and 
that a kinj^lomofthe Netherlands waa 
to bo tho wislding present of the bride 
to l\or husKimi Those fantasies de- 
v■.^^^? ;uUl'.:ioiul colour from the fact 
uw'., wV.-.*.o tho Quotui was expressing 
■:*•.' v.u\<: .iV.vio.'iVlo iutoniions towards 
>..'". Av.A tho 5:ro.*.:ost jealousy of 
y- '".v :.V.i* y.vjrVUh residents at Ant- 
-». V .'w.". .:r.:T V :-.;:* vf the Xethe^ 
> ^ f .-. ■*.'.■%'.■.•■■ iv. TT:Ti:e :r*:n:ctiona 
. >i ■ -. : :l\f-r rr.Tnr^T ss fist as 
X .<s. ;... ■.-.••.■.:: Tv-irs- vr: r.'.iie C!v.intiT.* 
.■' .'•.■ ■ :■.'.■ ::-i-i-^ ^i^ Inle Tr.>Fpect 
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he states, the sovereigntj oirBr Hol- 
ad jhod Zeftkndy unckr certam coiidi- 

Thjd Qtieen liBt&Tied, graGioiialy to 
thti enTO^ys, mid appointed conimis- 

»sioDei8 to treat with theio on the fiub- 
ject^ McaDtime, RequeBeiua aeat 
Ch&nipa|^j to England, to counteract 
{be e^ect of thii^t ^mbaasy of tbe i^^J\j^eR, 
jnd to beg the Qut^eu to give no heed 
%a the pniyers of the rebels^ to enter 
iato DO uegotiiitiouB with them, and to 
^ipel tkttB ^t osace from her kingdom*' 
The Qae^ti gtavely a^iAii'ed Chiim- 
pagny "thiit the &iv6ys wore no rebela, 
but ^thful i?.nlijeets of Ida Majesty.^** 
There TftiLB cfjrtikinly some e^oni^ry in 
ach a stAt^ment, consIdoriDg the 
i offer which bad just been mMie 
th& ejmojs. If to renonnoe aUe^ 
'^giilioe to Philip and to propiijee the 
I iawweignty t*) Elizabeth did m>t crjn- 
tftitute rebellioB, it would be diificult 
1 10 *lef]oe or to dkcover retieilion itny- 
iwkcre. Tlie staberoent Wfus as honc»t, 
lii0W€iTm-^ jkfl the diplotnatic grimace 
I irith which ChMnpagny had reimnded 
1 Mzaheth ot the ancient and unbrolcen 
Ifriflodakip which had dwaya exlBted 
letween hersc^ll and his Cathiplic Mar 
jftisty. The attempt of Philip to pro- 
euro her dethrcmement and aasas^Or 
tioa but a few yeara before waa^ no 
dijtibt, thongbt too trifling a circimi- 
%o have for a moment inter- 
nipted thoH© harmoiuoiis ifelationa. 
I^iptjung came of the negotiatiuna on 
Ifililir side. The Queen coquetted, aa 
I her ciMftom. She could not accept 
|iho offer of the eeUtee ; ahc could not 
r them nay. She would not offend 
fillip ; Bhe woxHd ntit abandon tlie 
cyjacea; «he would thereto re negoti- 
hus there was an infinite deal of 
nothing epun and \m- 
but the reault was both to 
piBiidon the pi-ovinoea and to offend 

la the Sfst answer given by her 

aonere to the states* enroya, it 

I deeliired^ ** thiit her Majoaty con- 

1 it too expeniaive to assumo the 

i Bor, »Hi mo, ML BesoU Boll, ?J^uv. 

J lliid-, viiL mi. Yigl. EpieL Select. No. 
^, |>. *07* » Ibid, TiiL 041, 



Unsaikfaetorif Negotiatiant mkh Eluahdh lo^ 

pti:>tection of Inith provinces. She was 
willing to protect \h@in in name, but 
Hhc ahoiLild cuufBr the advantage ex- 
clussively un Walchferen in reality. The 
defence of Holland iiiust be maintained 
at the expenae of the Prince aiid the 
estiites.* 

This was certaMy not munificent, 
and the envoys msiirted upon more 
amfde itnd liberal tennfl. The Queen 
de<0iued, however, committing bei^elf 
beyond this niggardly and itiftdmia^ible 
iM^r. The Btatee wer^ not willing to 
exchange t^e sovereignty over their 
country for bo paltry a conccsnion. 
The Queen declared hei-self indiaposed 
to go further, at least before conault- 
ing Parliament.'^ The comniiaaitmens 
waited for the assembling of Parlia- 
ment, She then refuaed to lay the 
matter before that body, and forbade 
the Hollanders taking ;^y ^tepa for 
that jHiipOHe.^ It was eviilent that 
«he w^ disposed to trifie with the 
provincea, and had no idea of encoun- 
tering the opieu hostility of Phllipu 
The envoya accordingly begged for 
their psaaporta. These were gritntetl 
in April 1576, with the asaurance on 
the part of her Majoaty, that ** ahe 
would think more of the offer made to 
her aitor ahe had done all in hex power 
to bring about an arrangement between 
the provinoea and Philip/* ^ 

After the result of the negotiations 
of Bredsj it ia difficult to imagine what 
method «be was likely to devise for 
aceumpllablng such a purpose. The 
King was not more disposed than 
<iiiring the preceding aummer to grant 
liberty uf rsligion, nor were the Hoi* 
land@ra more ready than they had been 
before to reoonnce either their faith 
or their fatherland The envoya, on 
parting, m^de a strenuoue effort to ner 
gotiate a loan, but the frugal Quoen 
considered ^e proportion quite moA- 
mifisible. She granted them liberty 
to pureha^ arms and ammunition^ and 
to kvy a few aoldiere with their own 
money, and thifi was accordingly done 
to a limited extent Ae it was not 



* Ibid , viii. 651-^3. WA^enoer, tM. 8S, 
i Wftgonaer, vii K^, 86. Bor^ ubi aap. 
" Ibid., tibi «ip. 
' Bor, vlii sea. WaffOTUien vii SOL 
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liiD'i -ill »■. hir -. .Miri.^ 'ir t^i liijy JC'iTi- ftriid the Grand Commander, on re- 

j. . ■. I I 111, .'.III If, III f.h.if, w,irlik*: .'»i?r', ceiving such vehement reproaches in- 

|.i ..i.|.<l Hi.i iiK.iiry wrin r«M<ly, fcli*r xtft.id of hid moHev; "'may the Lord 

.itit--i 111 I lintUv K'wn t^i r.f)nHlil»T riftli.er me from the-se esttetea!"' 

Ill iii.:< K- ■« iimliii ilr»-|i nlili^jatiDii for MH.intime, the important siege of 

III..: I .11. ..:<!. .11 Vrt, MiM \v;w the Zierickzee continued, and it was evi- 

nl> -1 ' i.xili ..f Mil' iwiili.Mny. I'li'iity ■ d«nt that the city must taU. There 

i.f hii.. «ii.U U\'\ liiTii lirstiiwi'il, was no money at the disposal of the 

t%lii.li fiiii'iii Ml iiiirOii. n>it. liiiv«« inrnn- IVipce. Count John, who was seri- 

iii.;. 1. .-.iliii)- I.I (ho tniti'* t.ili«-n hy ously embarrasBed by reason of the 

I Ml,-. i\.iiiiq r.i'<ii!irt ihrti' rluMj» p-rtit obligations in money which he, 

•III I ..iii|.Iy 1 i\ili«ii--!. fhiv ii'ii'iviil jiiT- . with the rent of his family, had in- 

••«>■ • • .!• ii«ii>t UnlUinl tit thfir currvd on behalf of the estates, had 

.■«i» N). 11 . . «iUi «h'^ |«iivih-^i» i»i" Hiir- riH,*ently m.aile application to the Prince 

t.M ! ...... m < .voMi.Miiv. >t tlii'v lik»*»l. f«»r hii* iriduence towards procuring 

1 . i,».. 11 1 :i.'ii.,ih v!nl (hi4\\:wi :ill. hitn relief. He had forwarded an 

I >ii ii. 1 i.)iii .•! VpMi. ^\^%^ I'Tiv'Ys u'onuit v^f the great advances made 

• " ' '• •'"'•» .■•■■M'lv. iTi-i hi.i I 'V himself and his brethren in money, 

'■ ■ ■' • -' ^' * •■•■• iM.t.Mii n-.<-:'*. plito. t'tiniitiire, and endorsements of 

" '■■ 4 •■ ■••'■» »* ^'-'v <■'••" vir^.'n kiniis. tor which a partial re- 

■'■ ••' "•^'ff'ii' <v.^ :'!i-";r!*i.'Kion; was alm«j*t indispensable 

Uii-> HI v.'\ •.:?.■ \.y *ivy htm fr-jm serious ditficulties.^ 

'V ■• >i "'• ' '■•*■ t IV'" riio rn'ice. however, unable to pro- 

'■■■ ■ ■• '•'■ x:-.' '■.■•* ■! •.:•.* ..■'•.-♦» h:[u any assistance, had been 

■ •• » "••••' '"i '•■ '■' •;•.« '^iiT'^i "QOtf more to entreat Him to 

'■■■ ' V ■>».■?' »i :■-.'< Im ! 5'»'.-ii •^». .isfj.iy tiie vcener.'sity and the self- 

■ • ' •■' ■ '•■ ..'»i-*i\ I -L.tri-i.-r .ii-it.il wuicii iha country had never 

'■• ' ■ **•■■'• .■■ii'i- ,.11. •M..i-t «•![•• i;' •'■•:rji« n'rmcs.'ji: .ic his hajQilisor at those 

» i ■ . ' '4 . . ■ '■ M.'v.i^ ■It;-,-., tt tj..^ k.:riiinMl. The appeal had not 

■' •• »■ . •■ -'1 '..,,,1 ■■•.:. ■•. •inii II v-i.ii ; bi:!: siie O.Mint was oh* 

•■•'■' '• .■■• * "it-, .1 ■••II ■. -i-iisiv 'HT \;i jk ..■t'niLsii'Q to effect 

'•■■•• . -v i..-'Ln:ii -v 1.1- '-J.!!;; 'ni'i-.' K ziinz m«"ment to 

■' ■ ' ■*•»■. ' 'i»: -'i sovij ■ :i,. riuii:icuil iiacriss •?! tha 

• .< -. ■i^■\ » M -.i.iivs. '''u« *."5*ii«-'.;»iiir \VkJ orli^Dled* 

' •.■ '■' ', .!.■'• ■ i: uui iiui .'oiiiuni '.viini ■,■«:!! m cwMn 

• v -.ui •i-.-uiMcu'n 'c S:ai,MiwiQ and 

■« ■•••* It- i,M'i-":u.!i.n^ :a»l t i^ japial 

•■'.■. » ■» ■»■•!: .11 V. '.'ii.^Miiii. »uii:e. iil rir.:ied 

' " '. '^.•.' ' .;!--!i.i 111 iiiiir luuiifl T.) save 

■ '• • ■ ■' • .-. ■•■ ix" ■ MS 'v.-iini&iii'M !i~Ie ceo- 
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Jy&dlt, of the Grand Ci^fntnandt^K 



The IVmcd hod long brooded over tbe 
wduBxx^, azid ihe liour seem^ to \mv& 
ifiruck for its ful&liueiit^ Hie project 
wae to collect all ibe t^BBsek^ of every 
deocriptlon, wbieh could be obtaioed 
tluoiigboiit the NetlierlAnds. TIio 
iriiol^ populatioQ of tbie twE>proT!notia^ 
men, woman, and children, togetber 
with aH tbe moveable property ol 4b0 
eoimtry, were then to be embarked on 
board this numerous fleet, and to seek 
a new home beyond the seas. The 
windmiJIa wer^ tben Ut be burned, the 
djkes piercedt the ebilces opened in 
every direction, and the oountry re- 
ored foT ever to the oeean, from 
rldob it had sprung.^ 
It is difficulti to s&y whether tbe 
[leeolution, if Providence h^l per^ 
mitted ita f nlfllmenb, would have 
bae^, cm tbe wbole, better or worse 
for Jnnnanity and civilisation. The 
rfiifA which wotild have borne the 
hsfioAQ Prinoe tmd his fortunea might 
hats taken the diTeotion of the newly- 
izscovered Western henuApbere. A 
religious colony, planted by a com- 
■ merciaL and liberty-loving race» in a 
[ Tirgin boiI^ and directed by patricmn 
ihxt seli'denying ha^d% nught have 
I pttc^edj by^half a oentuiy^ the colony 
wliich a kindred race, impelled by 
llmikr motive, liiid under somewhat 
[ Kmlbr circurnj}tancei and Gonditions, 
i destjned to plant upon the stem 
I ihorm of Kew Eiigknd. Had they 
directed their course to the warm and 
Isigrant islands of the Euet^ an in- 
i dependent, Christian commonwealth 
I might huL'fB arise a among those pro- 
I Ml* regions^ su peri or m importance 
I to aay g)ib9equeDt colony of Holland, 
Icrunped fr«m its birth by absolute 
lidfej.. • far distant metropolis. 

Ti. ed death of Requeaeos 

I Riddcj i J , . .iu, ^ . * . 1 liid these schema The 



* Rir Tclfttad t}mt thif! pSfln Imd been de- 

1. 1. I,. * -, . J Hy the Prince, Mlii anthO' 

!& g)Dutlaai>aA of quality" 

ii^ HJohDiUiii van quiilttuiLt) 

4v L Ljc . in.y, wait a membiST uf tha 

f aniJ gnirenimtfiit of HwUaiid,— Tlit. 

~ . Piriiiflterfirj howeter» irieJectB 

ulam; or believes, at Any nito, 

» liUiidud to by Bur tcuk 

I too Ittet&Uy, It is pn>- 

Ftho thougfcct was often in tbe 

.&'& minrl, aod fptiud oci^dunimAl Qixpres* 
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Btege of Zierjckzee hod 0€<iupted much 
of the Qovemor'e attention, but he had 
recently written to his sovereign, tbat 
it€f rf?duction was now certain. He had 
added an urgent request fcgr money, 
with a sufficient supply of which he 
Bssu^red Philip that be dbouJd be able 
to bring the war to sn immediate 
cjondtisjoD, While waiting for these 
vuppli^, he bad, contrary to all law or 
reason, made on unmico^&ful attempt 
to conquer the poKt of Embden, in 
Oermany. A mutiny had, at about 
the same time, broken out among Ma 
troops m Harlem, and be had furnuihed 
tbe citizens with arme to defend them* 
eelv^, giving free permission to use 
tbemL against the insingent troopi. 
By this means the mutiny hod been 
quelled, but a dangerous precedent 
established. Anxiety ooncerning tbia 
rebellion is sfupposed to have hastened 
the Grand Commander's death. A 
violent fever seized him on the l»t, 
and terminated his exi:»tetice un the 
5tb of Maf ch, In tbe lifty-firat year of 
his life.' 

It ia not neo€«8ary to neview ekbo- 
rately his career^ the chief incidents of 
which have been aufficiently described. 
Bequesens was a mac of hi|;h position 
by birth and office, but a thoroughly 
commonplace personage. His talents 
either for war or for civil employments 
were not above mediocrity. Hi & friends 
disputed whether bs were greater in 
the field or in tbe council, but it ia 
oertain that he was great in neitber. 
His bigotry was equal to that of Alva, 
but it waa impossible to rival the Duke 
in crraelty. Moreover, tbe condition 
of the oountry, after seven yearn of 
torture under hie predecessor, made it 
tlit&citlt for bim, at the time of hia 
arrival, to imitate ihe aererity which 
bad made the name of Alva infamouiL 



eion« altbougli It bod Eievcr htun acttiully 
rf^itC!«dto a scheme* Ifc is di^ciilfc to aco 
that It was not ecniiisteut vfith hie ohar»£ter. 
Buppoaiiig tbat there had been no lonjirer 
any rwsm for h«pe, Hnofd (x. W3) adopta 
the stoTT without hepitatUm. W^genner { vii. 
83, Sli) lUiiideH tti it u a mattor «>f euireet 
reporL—Cotapttre Van Wyn op Wagen. vii^ 

» Bor, Tit 663, 665. Hwf<l, x. 458. 4.17. 
Vigl- Epiat, Select , Ep. Card. Gramr., Ksk 

178* p. 4as. 



1 r,3 Thf. Itut^ of the Dutch RepMie. [lo76L 

Tlio I'.I»mm1 (.oiiiiril hml Jmon rotained 
lliiiini'liiinl litH iMliiiiniMlri»t.i<in, biititii 

lilM>ll|i>ll ion IVIM K"ll<*t f'T WAIli fif flMKl 

fci iU Fill unify. Tlii» olHNliriit |iro- 
viiii>i«4 liiil Uh'ii |iurK<Ml of rnitofitnnt«; 
uliili* t'if|i|'l«»«l, tmi, liy ivniHiH'atiim, 



IlifV I'll.'ii'il III! Iiplil fi»i- fiiitJu'r ext4ir* 
(i>ii ri.Mii Hi>II<uui Miul /A'uUnd. 



share of the glory. We have teen bow 
much additional reputation was ao- 
quired by KequeaenB in the pKorineea, 
The expedition againat Duiveland and 
Schouwen, waa, on the whole, the moat 
brilliant feat of anna during the war^ 
and ita success reflects an undying 
lustre on the hardihood and diacipliDa 
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ili.'iii-.i riHinliruiii \\m\ Uvn ncnrly j of the S{>anL8h» Gennan. and Walloon 
i>\. .lit 1.1.1. ilip Ktnv. >'if S|K«iu w.-wiuurlv , soldiery. As an act of individnal 
|.^ -IilUi,! «l4.> 'riio |UiH«d i\iunoiI. ; smLwitv in a bail cause, it haa rarely 
«, iii.ii. x< 4«^t lip III thvt country. : Uvn iHiualled. It can hardly be sau^ 
^■■iii I l«%Y%« »<\\vntkH( ^'vvnr livuu: . however, that the Grand Commander 

»■•••»" « ••< fi'"Un -u. v^HlM only ■ was «ntitleil to any large meaaure of 

f-" »' » J'^tiiisv *t thsVK* who . i'nii:j«*litir the succ%>w of the expedition. 

« •••' ' '• ^*'* ' •« ^•^■•:»'i.*. Usx;iuw XUe plvu wuj Uid by Zealand traitom 

^....^ r. » I '....n ..*c%' .!.*•> J .«»:n,ii.i'.#lt<.n.l U ww cJjTi«xl inco execution by the 
t.. WM" .. ■ !< .1 i I'.-n •..'lyi V'''in.u,l* ■.;o*«'CS'.m ot th«i s>L>iUiidh. Walloon, and 
•vi" •* ' .*'M.":o. vtv'nr.kn 5ph'ihi, while Kequeaena was 

* ' "*' ■.».!.<■ •■•.1 '• • '..i..; t-^-rt '.ho •»'▼ I «i.>«K'casor o£ the cnmsacticnL 

H-i» ^niiicn <ii.Mith urwted. for a nx^ 

■rwii*:. •:iiit ijoo-cule in the aAursof the 

• ;i... N •; :...•! .■;u '.is. N jruoriiaiia, which, wrw c»c leaving 

.■ i .! t.u' '^^Jii u*- -;]it ..viricry ban* md desolate, and 

■I. ii.f, •III. i. 'vn** '.r-i* 'I'i't'wi.'d by i snin ot unforeseen 

i:-*ni %,' Mii.ii.uit'Mr •,r*»^%u■r•.••nl«, wtUi:ii ic itf nowourdol^ 

k iii-iv ■■•i.wi .ujiiiii "-w .:i«cr'b«j. 
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joirertiiaeiii. Of tl» eld bosnd, tliere 
Ipere none left but ih& Dtike of Aer- 
bot. Count Berlixfmont, and Yigliua. 
I ihe0e were SG>oti added, howoTeTji 
^ joyal diplom&T the Spaniard^ Jerome 
Bod% imd the Ne^erlandeTi., A§- 
snileTillej Baron HaaHenghifin) and 
Jliiiold SAaboQi Thus oil tha mem- 
bers, m^& one, <if what luid now be- 
oome fhe execiitlT& bod^, wen iiatlTea 
of tbfi ommttj. Eoda was oooordkigl j 
loofced aakuice npon bj hi& ooUeoguea. 
Be wsa regarded by YigHiift oa a njais 
wbo desired tc» r«p^t tke part whieh 
kad been played by Juan Yor^^ in 
1ii« Blood'Countiil^ while the other 
aiemb^^^, although atanch Catholics^ 
i all of th«m well^iBp»oBed to vin- 
f t]ue daim ^f Netherland nobles 
\lnm thare in the goTermueDt of the 
I Set^jGriunck. 

For a time, ilieT«fo(re, the ttaaster 
I of wisthority i^empd to hstv^ been 
fitoo'UiIy acci^mpliBhed. Th@ Council 
I ^ Stwie ccinducted the administration 
I <if tbe country, Peter Emeet Mansi- 
""l^wai cintniBted with the aupreme 
^smuuidt including the 
at of Bnuseis ; and the 
csoEonmndeiSj although dia* 
ii^% any hut a Spaniard 
be IbuB hononredj were for a 
Dt.^ When the news 
I Mi^iniK FbHip was extremely 
The death of Bequeaens 
L ids^ mdlgmiUctiL Ee was apgiy 
i Mm. ttot for dyin^, bnt for dyiing 
[ ^ m very inconvenient a moment. 
I Bt hni nnt yet fully ddcided either 
l^(M bie »nc<:esBor;, or npon the policy 
f to bt enforced by hi & eufceeaor^ There 
I Vpii Krersl candidates for the vacant 
I pm; tLem Wds a viyiety of opinions 
1 01 tlvs €B&m«S 9m to the eomne cif con- 
I imt to be adopted.^ In the impoiBL- 
I Mltr of inatantly making up his nund 
\ttKm this unei^iected emergency, 
iBhOzp fell, B« it were, into a long 
iMrwie^ tb^n which nothing conJd be 

■ .tc«3J, nbi Blip, Yiglii BpifiL. 

j^ersoft. No, 1T&, p. 40a. Vigl 

Mip. HoofdL xi. 43a Bor, ii. 

^'j4j<?ai*gr {vtL MX towever, states 

i Xatififdd WH flntmsted simply with 

t soveratDent of BrctBael^ amt that it la 

L f3Tcir U> dmrmbe Mm u Invited with 

6 i »iiwart > militery ooimiuiiil. 
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more inopporhine. WifSk a cotintry 
in a state of revolution and e3Qiffperab> 
tiont the trance^ whioh now seemed to 
come over the government, wei^ lilte 
to be followed by deadly effects^ Tho 
fltationary polioy, which the death of 
EequeReni bod oocaainnod* wa9 allowed 
to pr&k>ng Itaelf fniefinitelTf' sjnd 
aimoat for the fiitt time in bla life, 
Joachim Hopper was really oonatdted 
abtait the affalra of that deis^rtment 
over which be imiiiE^^d him self, and 
was j^€nt: rally supposed by others, to 
preside at Madrid, The creature of 
YigliuB, having all the subservieucyj 
with none of the acutenesa of hla 
patron, be bad been loug employed as^ 
chief of the Netberland bureau, whUe 
tept in profound ignorance of the 
afiyrs wMob were ti^nsacted in 1^ 
oMee^ He wsa a privy -ooundUor 
whoae oommels were never heeded, a 
confidential servant in whom the King 
repOfled confidence only od the gronnd 
that no man could reveal secrets which 
he did not know. This deportment of 
the Kmg*s ihewed that ha bad accu* 
lately measured the man, for Hopper 
waa hardly competent fta- the place of 
a chief clerk. He was nnable to write 
clearly in any laugnage^ because ui- 
capable of a fully developed thought 
upon any aubjtK?t. It tiijiy be supposed 
that nothing but an abortive policy^ 
therefcj™,. would he prcjduced upon 
the occaalon thus suddenly ofTefed. 
" 'Tia a devout man, that poor I^Eaater 
Hopper," said Granvelle, ** but rather 
ittad for platonfc reaearchea than for 
sffaim of atatft"* 

It waa a proof of this tn competency, 
that now, when rea^y called upon for 
advice in an ecmcrgenay^ he ehould 
recommend a continuance of the in* 
U^m. Certainly nothing worse could 
be devised. GranveUe leconunended 
a ro^ppomtment of the Ducheaa M^ 
garet-^ Otbera suggested Duke Eirio 
of Brunswick, or on Archduke of th© 



I Tetter of PhUi p fMAtdi 24, 157fl} U> atotes- 
geoeral, Id Bor, in. 6fi8. 
« Stradji, vlii 407, 40S. Bnofd, xi. 43a 

eqq„fltc 
* Archives e4 Ooneipondjuioe, v. 8*4, 
» M3. cited hy Gtwn v, Prinsl x 331. 
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The RUe of the Dtdch HepuUie* 



Austnaji hoiisd ; although the opinion 
held by moat of the influential coun- 
cUlors WM m favour of Don John of 
Auatria,^ In the mterAit^f o| Philip 
and hk despotiinar nothingj at arty 
i^te, could be more fetal than delay. 
In the condition of afiTairs which then 
«xisted| the worst or feeblest governor 
tvould bjitre been better than Done eit idl 
To leave a yaxsasiej wa& to play directly 
into the hatida of Orange, for it wafi 
jmpoaeible that eo ekUfnl an adversary 
«honld Dot at once perceive the fault, 
and profit by it to the utmoHt. It was 
strange that Philip did not see the 
danger of iiiactivi^ at sudi a crisisL 
Affiuredly, indolenee wai never his 
■vise, but OD thie ocGaeioB mdsomion 
did the work of indolence. Unwit- 
tingly, the despot was aaslBtiBg the 
effortd of the liberator. VigliuB saw 
tho position of matters with Mb cuet 
i^mmj keennees^ and wondered at the 
blindnew of Hopper and Philip. At 
the ]i^ gasp of a Hf e, which neither 
learning nor the acoutuulation of 
ivorldly prices and worldly pelf oould 
Tede^^m from intrinBii: bosenesSj the 
gagacious but not venenble old uaMi 
«aw that a ohasm wia daUj wideningj 
in which the re^gion and the despot- 
ifiin which h& loved mi^ht soon be 
hoplesal^r sw^allowei '* The Prince of 
Omnge and his Beggara do not sleep," 
be criedp ahnoat in anguish ; ^^ nor will 
they be quiet till they have nmde use 
of thia interr&gnuni to do ua some 
immsDSe grievance."* 

Certainly tho Prince of Orange did 
tiot sleep upon thia nor any other 
great occasion of his life. In his own 
-vi^iiTims languagOi used to stimulAte 
jhis frieuda iu variouB parts of the 
country, he seized the Bwiit occasion 
by the forelock. He opened a fre^h 
oorrespondence with many leading; g&a- 
I iiemea la Bruaadls and other plaeee in 
the Netherlands ; persons of inflnemeej 
who nowj for the Erst time, Bhewed a 

1 UH. cited by Qroon v. Fritut v. iJ3t, 
— C^mT^Te Hon ^UL 6^% aud tbe Jettom 
of rUkl^M to Brritc CoiijiciL in Bor, ubl 
Bttp; li3t(.«]n vrhiL'b Culirera c^Hurm^^TW^ 

> tiali^'i,'' lUid Lii which " dijiehii U^aiiu|.h|!i iidm^ 
^ b^m\ I " Thes^ klt«r« 4i«£iiictly Indicated 
Po£i, Jalm Aa the probsibie suQcefior oi fie^ 



di«|»OBition to eide with their i 
against its tyrants. ^ Hitherto tie L 
had been divided into two ireryunequi 
portions. Holland and Zeak^^d wfd 
devoted to the Prince; their whid 
population, with hardly An inffivida 
exception, converted to the 7 
religion. The other fifteen pro 
were, on the whole^ loyal to tlie Enfr 
while the old religion hsdj of late jtaa, 
taken root so rapidly again, that ; 
hapa a moiety of their popu' 
might be considered aa Cathohc* 
the same time, the reign of tarror 
under Alva, the paler, but not b» 
distinct tyranny of ReqneBenSt ind 
the intolerable excessea of Ibe forrap 
soldiery, by which the government ol 
foreigners was supported, had at IsAl 
maddened all the inhabitants of ttt 
seventeen provinces. NotwithstandiDg, 
therefore^ the fatal difference of wli- 
gious opinion, ^ey were aU drawn intfl 
closer relations with each oth^; to 
regain their ancient privilegea, ad tn 
expel tbo detested foreigners frain the 
soil, being objects common to 
The provinces were tmited ia 
great hatred and one great hop^. 

The Hollanders and 
nnder their heroic leudr i 
nigh accomplished both t*tw^^, su tu i 
thoae little provinces were cun 
Never hatl a contest^ however, 
more bopele^ at Its o^jmmencumA 
Cast a glance at the map. LcmJk 
Holland — not the Republic, with 
sister provinces beyoud the ^\ji 
Titi^ — but Holland only, with tlm J 
land archipelago. Look at that i 
row tongue of half -submerged 
Who could suppose that tt\nm 
slender eand-bank^ one hundnft 
twenty miles in lengtbj and varyto^l 
breadth firom four miles U) fo 
man. backed by the uonuUtJ 
handful of cities, could do 
yeai^ Inng with the nuust^^ 
worlds^ the ''Dominatur of A«ii, J 

q,Uf»aaa,<i»Cabfurft, VSta dd Falfrio Jl.* 

^Vigl. Epist. ad JoAoh, Hopparunw m 
^m. p. sflS. 

fi Da Thou, uv. 03. t. vii am, aea ws^ 

naer, Tii, 104,. 10^^ A^q. 

* Or»a V, Ptin«t,, Arohiv^ t* atl-SSS^^ 
Compare I>$ Ttiuu, Uv. (^:l 
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1 Amenoa"— 'tbedeHpot of the fairest 
w}ttm of Europe— ^Jid qonqiier him at 
Nor vim WiBiam even entirely 
r of ihitfc narrow shod where 
clung the Bund'TOra of a great natioual 
Upwreok. North and Soutli HoUaud 
i cut in two hj th6 Icaa of Hadem^ 
^Ue the enemy waa in possesdon of 
» aatunl capitkl of the littk cautifcryj 
erdani- The Frmce afHrini'd that 
I cau^ had sufiTered mure frum the 
iJty of AmBterdam than from ^ 
^fl efforts of the enemy, 
^ploreover. the country waa in a mos* 
Hiol&te condition. It was almof^t Mte- 
wmilt^ a sinking ahip. The deatmction 
of the bulwarks againet the ocean had 
"boeii to cjttensive, in coirji^uence of 
the Toluntf-iry iniind^tLuns which have 
been described in ^itiBviou^ p^^r &^ 
hf Tvmaon of the general negl^^^t which 
more vital oct^upationa hud neceaaiiiited, 
th&t AQ enormous outlay, both of la- 
htmr And money, wsa now indiEp^nsable 
to care the physical existence of the 
cottntrj* The labour and the money, 
jtotwitliBtaading the crippled and im- 
Kreriahed condition of the nation, 
^^^re, howevefj freely contributed; a 
^Tdiiderful example of enei;^ and 
patient heroism woa again exhibited. 
The dykes which had been swept away 
jn eyery direction were renewiMi at a 
last expenae.^ Moreover, the country, 
in the course of reeent events, had bo- 
come almost swept bare of ite cattle, 
and it waa necessary to paae a law for- 
bidding, for a oonsiderable period, the 
«la.ijigb[ter of any ammala, "o^en^ cows^ 
calves^ fiheep, or poultiy."* It waH, 
ately, not po«iible to provide 
againfi^t tliat eitennination of 
nan f^opiilatltm which had been 
[ by Flnllp and the Pope, 
luch was the physical and moral 
OD of the provincea of HoUand 
ad. The pull tical constitution 
I aatumed, at this epoch, & isome- 
lltered aspect. The unioti be- 
I two states, ejected in June 



Awofk waa,. hawi}?er, iii»t fliirly t-akeu 
iiiTvtll tint ji|»n>if/csf IJJ77* — Wsiguuiur, 

i:i7SvhL ffT. Von 

Jbh '* ^"■'' '^""'' ^hflt. EolL Rfig./l. 
^ ^ miti Wagenaor, vii yi. 



The New UnhfL ^^^^ iq^ 

1575t recimred improTement, The vml- 
ministration of justice, th& eonilicts of 
lawB, and more particularly the levying 
of moneys and troope in equitiible prf> 
portioni, had not been adjusted with 
perfect smoothnesa. The estates of 
the two pravincefl, assembled in con- 
greua at Delft, concluded, therefore, a 
new act of union, which was duly 
jaigned upon the 25th of April lfi7ti.' 
Those estates, consisting of the knighta 
and nobles of Holland, with the depu- 
ties from the cities and countsihips of 
Holland and Zealand^ had been duly 
summoned by the Prince ef Orange/ 
They as fairly included all thepolitiit^ 
capacities, and furnished os copious & 
repr^entMtion of the national wil]j aa 
oouM he ezpeefeedf fbv it ia apparent, 
vipen every pAge of hia hiatory;, that 
the Prince, upon all occasions, choBe to 
refer hia policy to the approval and con- 
firmation of as large a portion of the 
people OS any man in those days con* 
sidered capable or desirous of exercia* 
ing political functions. 

The new union consisted of eighteen 
artiolea. It was eetablicKhed that de* 
putiea from all the e&tatea ^ould me^, 
when summoned by the Prince oj 
Orange or otherwiBej. on penalty of fine^ 
and at the risk of measures binding 
upon them being passed by the rest oi 
the Gongre^." FVeahly arising oauseff 
of litigation were to be referred to the 
Piinee.* Free intercomiae and traflBo 
thruugh the united provinces was gua- 
ranteed.'^ The confederates were mu- 
tually to assist each other in preventing 
all injustice, wrong, or violence, even 
towanls an enemy,** The authority of 
law and the pure administration of 
justice were mutually promised by the 
contracting states.'' The common ex- 
penaes were to be apportioned among 
the different proTinoes, "as if they 
were all included in the republic of a 
single oity/'*^ N^ine commi^eioncrs. 
Appointed by the Prince on nomination 
by the estates, were to sit permanently, 

« Bor, Le. ms WoKtiaaer, viL &3. Rliiit, L 
115, BQq. 

^ Art. 9. The document Is pvvD in AiU 
by Bqt. ix. ti&Ht iqq. 

* ArtJcle 4. T iHd. 5, 

• " HcK9«(il odk tHftnd,"— Article 7* 
9 Article 7* w Ibid. 10. 
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«ver. not ti pennit that inqnidtum 
jikfiidd he muide into any rob 4 bdUf or 
rr/mmirittt^., or tkat any man by caute 
tkenof nkwld aujer trouble, i^jvry, or 

kindranrty* 

The league thoB concluded was a 
confedeinti'Xi between a group of vir- 
tiLilly independent little republics. 
Each municijiality waa, as it were, a 
little aoTereigD, sending envoys to a 
cnncrress to vote and to sign as pleni- 
potentiaries. The vote of each city 
waa. therefore, indivitdble, and it mat- 
tered little, practically, whether there 
wfre one deputy or severaL The 
niiMea rei 'resented not only their own 
order, hut were supposed to act also 
in behalf of the rural population. On 
the wh< lie. there was a tolerably fair 
rvpredentation of the whole nation. 
The i»et»ple were well and worthily re- 
pn*(»ented in the government of each 
city, and therefore equally so in the 
ai«:4einbly of the estates.^ It was not 
till Uter that the corporations, by the 
extinction of the popular element, and 
by the usurpation of the right of aelf- 
eloctiouL, were thoroughly stiffened into 
ttcticiinirt iH?rsi.)nages which never die^ 
and w kich were never thoroughly alive. 

At thid e^Mch the provincial hbe^ 
tii.i». i«i f:ir as they could m-'^i"**"* 
theiiLselvei* .i^iinict Spiuiiish despotisnif 
were priccical and substantiaL The 
:C'-'vertin!eiic was a representative one," 
ill which :ul thoiie who had the indiidp 
c i> '1 1 ; *i.<tf8es<»e« \. in > >ne mode or another, | 
A vi<ii.*e. AltuiMiLch the various menh j 
■.»ci"s '}i the c 'uf etleracy were locJIy J 
1x1 J :'nicric:uly republics, or aelf-go* 
viM-Mcii *iit:Ie ci'nimi.'nwealtha, thfl 
^»utu-il :^>vL'mmen6 which they ertab- 
!i.slu<ii w:ut. ill t'Tui. uionarchicaL "^ 
:ui»M"i-s ci'iii'i.Tred upnn Orange con- 
duit u(cii ill III a ■•M>vereiiai ad interim 
'i>i- wiiiir tlui luchiTity of the Spoaiah 
MiiMkui-ii I'eiiKUiK'd 4us|>ended, ihs 
1**1 iio' \v:u} inveHtLHl, uot '^iily with 
riio -AJhiiu L'xecutive ami appc-inting 
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qaiiijtioD -^ to tnaintoiii the anmeat 
ilbartie^ of the natimi — h«!^re ma 
labour enougli tor Ills own hands. 
Tlie Yulgor tbougfai of earring a 
thfone <mt of tlie miMfortimee of Mb 
couiktiy seemd not to hare entered Mb 
mitid. Upon one point, howeyer, the 
Prince had b«on peremptoiy. He 
would have no peraecution of the 
oppoBJte creed. He wa» requested 
to eupproBd tbe Caiholic i^ligion, in 
terme, Aa wo bare eeent he c^ua^ 
the ejqireaajon to be exchanged for 
the wordj9j ** religion at variance with 
the Gospel" He resolutely stood out 
Qgaindt all mediUiDg with men*s con- 
solencefl^ or inquiring into their 
thoughts. While eniitiagthe Spauieh 
Inquisition into the duet, ho would 
haTo no CalviniBt incjuiaitioD set up 
in its place. Eamesyj ^ conTort to 
the Reformed r^jligjon, but bating and 
denouncing OEly what was corrupt in 
the an cient Church, he would not f oroe 
men, with fire and iword, to travel to 
heaven upon hia own raaiil Thought 
Mhonld he toll-free. Neither monk 
nor minlHter ahould bum, drown, or 
hang his fellow-creatures, when argu- 
ment or expoatulatioD failed to redeem 
them from error. It waa no smalL 
virtue in that age to rise to auch a 
height We know what Calvinists, 
Zwingllons, Lutheranei^ have done ia 
the Netherlands, in G^mianjj in 
Switzerland, and almoet a centiuy 
later in New England. It m, there- 
forOj with iucrca^cd Tencration that 
we regard this Lu^e and fru/y catkalie 
mind. Hfs tolerauce proeeedtMi from 
no indiflertiuce. No man can read his 
private wriUngSt or form a thorough 
acquaintance with M» interior life, 
without reoognlsiiig him as a deeply 
reHgiouB man. He had faitb unfalter- 
ing in Gbd. He had also faith in 
man, and love for his brethren. It 
was no wonder that in that age of re- 
ligious bigotry he should have been 
assaulted on both sidesL While tha 
Pope eicommuniciited bira as a here- 
to hia country. To expel tbej tic, and the King sot a price upon bia 
^wx^w«^.->^^ +^ Th«,^„i« ♦»,= T*..^ head as a rebel, the fanatics of the new 

* Compare Groau y, Prinst.i Arohiveo et 
Correepondiins^i y. S40-2Ha» 
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Ihestate.^ 

The whole system was rather practi- 
cal Ihan theoretical, without any accu^ 
txtm distribution of poMiicat powera. 
In living, eneTgetic eontmunitiets, 
whaqa the bltxtd of the body politio 
di^nlat«a swiftly, there is an mevi- 
table tendency of the different organs^ 
to ^mpathifie and commingle more 
closely than d prioH philosophy would 
allow. It is usually more durable 
than practicable to keep the oxecutive^ 
kgiilaMve, and judicial departments 
cntipelj Independent of e<icb other,' 

C^rteinly, the Prince of Orange did 
not at that moment indulge in epecu- 
Lition^ ooooeming the uature and 
origin ci gOTcmment. The Congreee 
«i Delft baid just clothed him with al- 
most regal authority. In his handa 
weie th« powers of war and peace, 
joint ncmtrol of the magistracies aod 
oonrts of justice, absolute supremacy 
over the army ind the fleets. It is 
tme that these attributes had been 
LCGcf erred upon him ad inimm^ but it 
Idepeoded odIj upon himself to mako 
severeignty personal and perma* 
L* He was eo thorougbly ab* 
^KPrbed in his work, however, that he 
did not even see tl^ diadem which be 
put afiide. It was small matter to 
him whether they called him stad- 
holder or guardiaS; prince or king. 
He was the father of his ooimtry and 
ita defender. The people, from highest 
to lowest, callod him '' Father Wil- 
liam," and the title was enough for 
^^ him. The question with him was, 
^H^not what men should call him, but 
^HhDW be should best accomplish h.\E task. 
^m So little was he infspired by the 
H smtiment of eelf-elevation, that he 
P^ was amdonsJy seeking for a fitting 
peison — strongi wi«e« and wUling 
enoQgh— 4o exerdse the sovereign^ 
which was thrufft upon himBelf, tmt 

I which be deadred to exchange against 
IB increased power to be actively 
: 



|£]i«ign oppreaaor—to strangle the In- 

1 Klnit, L 1^. 

* GmMm 0uizolt dn System e Eepre- 
' t,L 
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reUgioii denounced him se & godless 
jjian, Peter Datheima^ tJie nnfwcked 
^ook of Poperiogen, almeketi oat in 
Mb pulpit that the ** Prinue of Orange 
cared notluisg either for God or for re- 
ligimL" ^ 

The deiftth of Bequesens h^ ofiT^red 
the first openmg through which tha 
Wttitchful Prmce could hope to in&ict 
ft wotmd in the viUl part of Spanish 
authority iu tUe NetUeriaiidjs. The 
languor of Philips and the procrasti- 
tiating comisd of the dull Hopper, 
imexpectedlj widjened the opeoing. 
On the 24tii of Marahj letters were 
written by his Majesty to the 8tateB« 
general^ to the provincial estateSi and 
to the conrta of juBtice, instructing 
thenx that, untLL further orderaj they 
were ell to obey the Council of State, 
The King was confident that all would 
do their utmoat to aeaist that body in 
seounng the holy Catholic Faith^ and 
Uie implidt obedience of the country 
to it* sovereign. He would, iu the 
meantime^ occupy himself with the 
ieteotion of a new Govern or-General, 
who should he of hi* family and blood. 
Thiii uncertain and perilau^i condition 
of things was watched with painful 
interest m neighbouring countn^ii. 

The fate of all nations wa^ more or 
less involved in the development of 
the great reHgions contest now waging 
in the Ketherlanda« England and 
Prance watehed eaeh other's move- 
menta in the direction of the provinces 
with intense jealousy. The I^oteatant 
Queen was tlie natural ally of tbe 
struggling Eeformers, but her deaiKstie 
jBentimenta were averse to the foster- 
ing of Tebellion against the Lord's 
anointed. The thrifty Queen looked 
with alann at the prospect of large 
[Bubfsiditis which wouJd undoubtedly 
be demanded of her. The jealous 
Queen could as ill brook the presence 
of the French in the Neater land^ as 
that of the Spaniards whom they were 
to expeL She therefore embarFaaaed, 
m uBual* the operations of the Frinoe 
by ft course of stale political coquetry. 

I Brandt, Hist der Ret, 1 1. h xl. 607, 

i Letter of Q II 0011 Ellsabet;^^ Mamh Iff^ 

I^Te, in Bar, i^^ oeT.^CbmpAra Qraen y. 
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She wrote to himj on the IBtb d 
Marcher eoon ^fter the ne^i^'s of bbi 
Grand Commander's deaths' idfing 
that she could not yet accept tbe t^ffcir 
which had been made to her, to t&ke 
the provinces of Hdlkud zind Zeiliiiiil 
under her safe keeping; to aasuni^, u 
Countess, the eovereignt^ overtiwin; 
and to protect the InhjibitiintB a^^iuii 
the alleged tyriomy of the Kiii| of 
Spain, She was unwilling to do lo. 
until she had made every effort 
reconcile them with that sovej 
Before the death of Ket|uesen» 
had been intending to sf nd him 
envoy, pTopoain|^ a tr 
pose of negotiation, 
atill retamed. She h\. 
missioners to the Coimcil 
to the new Governor j wlit . i 

arrive. She should aieo send a e[ l ilJ 
envoy to the King of Biadu. Sh:? 
doubted not that the Kinp '■ -^ ^ ' 
her advioCf when he heas 
in such fltmghtforward la.i- , 
the meantime^ she hoped thai luy 
would negotiate with no other pi>W' r-J 
Thifl wafl not Tery satisfactory, Tbe 
Queen rejected the offers to herf^, 
but begged that they might hv no 
means be made to her rivals. Tbt 
ejtpreaaed intention of softenitig the 
heart of Philip by the use of stru .- 1 
forward language seemed btit ri - ^:7 
sareaam. It was han^ly ^'■ 
to wait long for bo iu 
result Thus much ftir i . 
that juncture* Nat m'un • i. t^ 
tainly i but over-cautioue, i ■ 

teasing^ and perplexing, v, 
of the maiden Queen. V^ 
to Franoej events there aatun' 
favour the hopes of Omnge. > 
14th of May, t^e " Pe«ce of If l' ^ '■ r 
the treaty by which so arM^U' Imi *■ 
short-tived a triumph waii jickiLTcil 1 
the Huguenots, was sigtted %t 
EveiytMng was conoedef], but i 
waa seeured. Eights of wor 
of offlcei political and ci^i]^ 
enfranchisementj were reeovtK 
not guaranteed-^ It geeEiie4 



1 Bar,, tt M7, 

* De Tbou, t. tU. I. Ixil <tS, 
£ Do Thou, vli 41 3^-11 A^-^^Q«7taiMn Qfl 
T, PriasU, V. S*»-S01* 
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poBBible that the King oould be in 
oumest then, even if a Medicean Valois 
could ever be otherwise than treacher- 
OQS. It was ahnoet certain, therefore, 
that a reaction would take place ; but 
it is easier for us, three centuries after 
the event, to mark the precise moment 
of reaction, than it was for the most 
&r«eeing contemporary to foretell how 
toon it would occur. In the mean- 
time, it was the Prince's cue to make 
use of this sunshine while it lasted. 
Already, so soon as the imion of 25th 
of AprQ had been concluded between 
Hdland and Zealand, he had forced 
the estates to open negotiations with 
France.^ The provinces, although 
desirous to confer sovereignty upon 
Hm, were indisposed to renounce their 
old allegiance to their King in order 
to place it at the disposal of a foreigner. 
Nevertheless, a resolution, at the re- 
iterated demands of Orange, was passed 
\q the estates, to proceed to the change 
cl master, and, for that purpose, to 
treat with the King of France, his 
brother, or any other foreign poten- 
tate, who would receive ti^ese pro- 
linces of Holland and Zealand imder 
his government and protection.* Ne- 
gotiations were accordingly opened 
irith the Duke of Anjou, the dilettante 
leider of the Huguenots at that re- 
markable juncture. It was a pity 
tittt no better champion could be 
lodced for among the anointed of the 
earth than the false, fickle, foolish 
Akn^on, whose career, everywhere 
ooDtonptible, was nowhere so flagi- 
Uoiis as in the Netherlands. By the 
fomteenth article of the Peace of 
huis, the Prince was reinstated and 
lecared in his principality of Orange, 
md his other possessions in France.^ 
The best feeling, for the time being. 
Has manifested between the French 
eourt and the Reformation.^ 

Thus much for England and France, 
is for Germany, the prospects of the 
Ketherlands were not flattering. The 



1 BasoL V. HolL, 64. 65. Groefn v. Prinst., 
▼. 841. « Ibid., Ibid. » Bor, ix. 684. 

< The Bdict* or Peace of Paris, in sixty- 
three artides, is published at length, by 
Bor, tz. 68^-600.— Compare Groen v. Prinst., 
▼.84»-86U De Thou, i V. L viL 41S-418. 
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Reforming spirit had grown languid 
from various causes. The self-seeking 
motives of many Protestant princes 
had disgusted the nobles. Was that 
the object of the bloody wars of reli- 
gion, Ihat a few potentates should be 
enabled to enrich themselves by con- 
fiscating the broad lands and accumu- 
lated treasures of the Church ? Had 
the creed of Luther been embraced 
only for such imworthy ends ? These 
suspicions chilled the ardour of thou- 
sands, particularly among the greater 
ones of the land. Moreover, the dis- 
cord among the Reformers themselves 
waxed daily, and became more and 
more mischievoua Neither the people 
nor their leaders could learn that, not 
a new doctrine, but a wise toleration 
for all Christian doctrines, was wanted. 
Of new doctrines there was no lack. 
Lutherans, Calvinists, Flaccianists, Ma- 
jorists, Adiaphorists, Brantianists, Ubi- 
quitists, swarmed and contended pell- 
mell.' In this there would have been 
small harm, if the Reformers had 
known what reformation meant. But 
they could not invent or imagine 
toleration. All claimed the privilege 
of persecuting. There were sagacious 
and honest men among the great ones 
of the country, but they were but few. 
Wise William of Hesse strove hard to 
effect a concordia among the jarring 
sects ; Count John of Nassau, though 
a passionate Calvinist, did no less; 
while the Elector of Saxony, on the 
other hand, raging and roaring like a 
bull of Bashan, was for sacrificing the 
interest of millions on the altar of his 
personal spite. Cursed was his tribe 
if he forgave the Prince. He had done 
what he could at the Diet of Ratisbon 
to exclude all Calvinists from a partici- 
pation in the religious peace of Ger- 
many,^ and he redoubled his efforts to 
prevent the extension of any benefits 
to the Calvinists of the Netherlands. 
These determinations had remained 
constant and intense. 



s See in particular a letter of Cotmt John 
of Nassau to the Prince of Orange, dated 
Dillemberg, May 9, 1576.— Archives de la 
Maison d'Onmge, v. 349-SI>8. 

• Groen v. Prinst., Archives, etc., v. 228, 
280. 



Thri EUe of the Dutch KepuUic. [1576. 

■■ v.- r.. -he :>:I::ioal appear- in the great work which he was doing ; 

:. '••-uiy .vu ks menacing as besides these numerous avocations, he 

■'■-nitv%> ?«'.L:>ei.l for a time was actively and anxiously engaged 

• >>. <- iie ^■becids of Orange, during the spring of 1576, with the 

w-» (4 L :be princes, and the attempt to relieve the dty of Zierick- 

*• "\ 'v^ *:histn between Lu- : zee.* 

.'«i Oilvi'jUts. seemed to; That important place, the capital of 
t ■ ;< ^-vi ti' the cause of reli- ' Schouwen, and the key to half Zea- 
••••:. 111. The jK>tentate3 were ■ land, had remained closely invested 
.■\ u .*!•! It vtirumoe. the nobles , since the memorable expedition to 
»«.'•• t:ui ■.li.^vuteuteiL Among Duiveland. The Prince had passed 
•VI !•». . i!tao::^h suliili\-ided into much of his time in the neighboor- 
ivrci- Hit. therv was more life, hood, during the month of May, in 
. u U ii«c. were heartiness of order to attend personally to the con- 
.; ^.i uiie. euth'islistic couN-iction, ; templated relief, and to correspond 
x.Mv.Nfti .i:id .i>:it;ition- **The true daily with the beleaguered garrison.^ 
• > , >v ix'ce Coiuit John. *' is spread- . At last, on the 25th of May, a vigorous 
u> v:nv'i!^ the common men. effort was made to throw in succour by 
i; '.iio iK»wcrti:l, who think them- sea. The brave Admiral Boisot, hero 
. *i!;!«'y loa r!u\l. and who sit in of the memorable relief of Leyden, 
I ;!*n\i. \l.is. little. Here and had charge of the expedition. Mon- 
i N'Ci\l;'::n:!t or two may be dragon had surrounded the shallow 
.. »;.'. i".v\;'*wi'.nui\lly go better harbour with hulks and chains, and 
iv.i:! ;u Fv.xr.co or the Nether- • with a loose submerged dyke of jrilw 
I and rubbish. Against this obBtecIe 
.... •.'•o:».s'.vS\l.'.!riirsi in the neigh- Boisot drove his ship, the Bed Uim, 
1 , v'-'TK**. The prv'^spect was with his customary audacity, but did 
'; v-o M-jvy. uiore er.couracing not succeed in cutting it throng 
..i, V . vi':o-.,*\i<. vT worse, in Kng- His vessel, the largest of the fleet, be- 
>; o wvvs.. r\oro ar.xioty. more came entangled: he was, at the ttme 
:..ir. e\cr. devolved time, attacked from a distance by the 
besiegers. The tide ebbed, and left 
his ^p aground, while the other 
vessels had been l^aten back by the 
enemy. Night approached, and theie 
was n:> p£>3sicil:ty of accomplishiqg 
the enterprise. His ship was hope- 
less'.y str^ded. With the morning's 
s-o!: bis caprlvitv was cenain. Rather 
than f&ll int<> the hands of his enemyi 
he sprang into the sea, followed ^ 
three h-Inired cf his companiooi, 
s:nie <: wh?n: we5« fortunate enough 
t-- effect thrir escape. The gaUttt 
A.iniral swam a I:ng time, sustuned 
Vt a >'r:ken fr»ar. Night and daik* 
rsw can-.r c-n i«e::ce assistance could 
>if rt'D.ifrei. ani he perished.* Thm 
,iiv. l:v.:s> B.ift-'t. cne of the mort 
tr:4T7rs:r.g :f the early champions of 

:. -«T. ▼ ". i — Tl£ ".mc h.-Jt:Tun emmeoQiIy 
^- ^j*. - ' .; : it:. , : .'uae -.nigfrvd of the 25th a 
v.. 4tf -*■£ .-.&:« :•: the crforcunace adTCDp 
r -.• rn:*:*-^ xi 5^5. wh*. Rates theloM 
:>^f v'^rsAT''^ ^ ^-t hundred and up- 
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KetlierlAnd h-eedom — one 
Lraveet precur^ra of tbat Foce of 
heroes, the comitiMidcifV of the Hol- 
hmd n^wj. The Prince deplored hia 
Ion deeply m tb^t of a *' VMiunt gen- 
t]«H3um^ And ane well ^fi^«ctkiQ«d to 
-^e common ckubs/*^ Hjb brvjth^r, 
Charles Boisot, ^& will be retnembet-ed. 



Mutiny AfooL ^^^ 171 

of the ViUe> The ritisenR brought their 
spoons and silver dlBheH, one after 
another^ which were melted and 
coined into doikra and balf<lolIarf!i, 
until the pajineDt woa aatUfaetorJly 
fidjuatod. Tbiia fell ZierickKee, to the 
deep regret of the Prtnoe. " Had we 
r&ceiTed the least anooour in the world 



had penabed by treachery at the jQnst from fLJxj aide/* be wrote^ " the ^MXrr 



landing of tb^ Spomah troopa, after 
thdj* perilotHi passage from DQivehmd, 
ThiiB lj«>th the brethren had laid down 
Iheir lives for their conntry, on this 
iti outer barrier^ and in the hour of its 
utmocft meed. The fall of the be- 
leaguered tt^wT) could no louger be do- 

I fentd. The Spaniards were^ at last, 
to recei'Tii the prlz« of that Tomontic 
TfLkror which hod led them across the 
bottom of tbo sea to attack the eity. 
Nearly nine months had, however, 
daps^ aiiioe that achievement, and 
the Grajid Commander, by whoso 
Drdsf« it had been undeftaken, had 
been four montha in his grave. He 
mi permitted to aee neither the long- 
ddayed sujccess whi<:^ erowned the 
eni^rpri^^ nor the procession of di^oa- 
lenr imd cmuea which wero to mark it 
» a mc«rt fatal euccea&. 

On the 21 st of June 1 676^ Zierickzee^ 
bflnicted by the Prince of Orange to 
Accept honourable terma, if oiTered, 
agreed to surrender. Mondragon, 
Wh<5ae floldiFTB were in a state of 
milfering, and ready to brt^ak out in 
mutiny, was but too happy to grunt 
on honourable capitulation. The gar- 
tfaon were allowed to go out with 
their arms and p^frsonal boggage. The 

. dtizen^ were permitted to retain Or 
DHBraHe their pdvileges and charterB, 

[ m payncient of two hundred thousand 

" " aa. Of sacking and burning 

was, on this occasion^ fortu- 

"latelj, no que^ion ; but the irsi half 
cf th^ commutation money was to be 
f«id In cash. There was but little 
money in the tmpoveriabed little 
lowtlj but mint-mtiBteTB wore ap- 
pQioted by the magistrates to take 
^dbr aea^ts at once in the Hotel de 



1 iJishives. eto. ». Sdt 
1 Bor, UI-. Oai, Hoofd, xl, 44D, 441. Mo- 
102;. JOS. iLrehlvea de la lA^xmn 
fe, ¥. 372, 973, Letter of leth July, 



city should never have fallen. 1 could 
get nothing from France or England, 
with ail ray efforts. Nevertheless, wo 
do not lose courage, but hops that, ol* 
though abandoned by all the world, the 
Lord God will extend His right hand 
over \i&" ' 

The enemies were not destined to 
go further. From their own hand now 
came the blow which waa to ex^iel theni 
from the soil which they had so long 
pollute*! No sooner was Zieriokzee 
captured than a mutiny broke forth 
among several oompanies of Snaniaidfl 
and Wallix»us, belonging to the i^my 
in Schouwen/ A largo number of the 
mofit influential officers bod gone to 
Brussels^ to make arrangements, if pos- 
aible, for the payment of the troops. 
In their abaenoe there waa more scope 
for the arguments of the leadmg muti- 
neers ;— arguments, asauredly, not en- 
tirely destitute of Justice or logical 
precision. If ever labourers were 
worthy of their hire, certainly it was 
the Spanish soldiery. Had they not 
done the work of demons for nine yottra 
long? Could Philip or Alva have 
found in the wide world men to ©sb- 
eute their decree® with more unheaitat* 
ing docility, with more sympathising 
csgemesal What obstacle had ever 
given them jmuse in their career of 
duty? What element had they not 
braved ? Had not they fought within 
the bowels of the earth, beneath the 
deptba o! the sea, within blwdng diaes, 
and upon fields of ice? Where was 
the work which had been too dark and 
bloody for their performance? Had 
they not (slaughtered unarmed human 
beings by townfuls, at the word of 
command? Had they not eaten the 

157fl, 111 Archives de U, Moison d'Qmngiii, r, 
370-381. 

« Bor, l5c. 681, Ofla. eqq. Mctwon, vi lOfl. 
Ecofd, X. i4B. GroBQ v. Fri^utt. t. 3$J, e^iq. 
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-■ r-jni:^ th-eta whh money.* The 
~*r«*!riz. T'.^zoi^ 50 ruy by their insub- 
'ri:=:icu:!i lad their tacnte, sprang 
z-d 2ia IcoK into the midst of the 
*-!-' " tx Bat^t rJ* Dreasi before them, 
-'i l-tr:**!/ ±— "xd and dared their 
i~=i ■« ~:L(?^K. Oi his life-blood, he 
"■-■i ■Li-iEi iirr^ij. Le was no niggaid, 
i:i«i n yi* u ihefr disposal His 
viilti. Iki ir r*:«se8Bed any. would 
1a-* :«!:. *:-:iiIy theirs.* ' Shamed 
-z.-..: tctz-T'irvy rsspect. but not turned 
rr:ii tliz- T«-^:se by the choler of 
iiT-T tlif::. ":i*y left him to himseli 
S-.'C arrcTw^-iaL baring swept Schoa- 
T*c. 'j'.vTfi bare of evwything which 
::'<:iji ':e cMisaziied. the mutineers 
FVhTzirfZ :ct €-f Zealand into Brabant^ 
iiT: :inz.z as ihey went* 

Ii was their purpose to hoTer for a , 
trre ii tie neighbourhood of the 
:a.z rLol. azid either to force the Council 
: i S t£.te TO Ttay them their long arreara, 
:t fist z,-j seize and sack the richest 
city ~pon which they could lay their 
L&zidfi. The compact, disciplined 
iiass. rC'Iied hither and thither, with 
-.incsert&inty of purpose, but with the 
saiji'e military precision of moTement 
7 Li eh had aJways characterised these 
rers^&rkable mutinies. It gathered 
strength daily. The citizens of Brus- 
sels ccintemplated with dismay the 
eccentric and threatening apparition. 
Ttiey knew that rapine, murder, and 
ali the worst evils which man can 
inflict on his brethren, were pent within 
it, and would soon descend. Yet, even 
with all their past experience, did \hew 
not foresee the depth of woe which 
was really impending. The mutineers 
had discarded such of their officers u 
they could not compel to obediencSi 
and had, as usual, choeen their Eletto. 
Many straggling companies joined 
them as they swept to and fro. Tliey 
came to Herenthals. where they were 
met by Count Mansfeld, who was 
deputed by the Council of State to 
treat with them, to appeal to them, to 
pardon them, to offer them ereirthlug 
but money. It may be supposed that 

s Ilild.. X. 444.— Cc«xnpsi« Gikbsera. xL M& 
« Bor. ix. 0i»-l Oftbrtrs zL S4S, sqq,. 
MeQdoa»xT.dOO. 
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the BUoceBB of the commander-in-chief 
' was no better than that of Mondragon 
and his subalterns. They laughed 
him to scorn when he reminded Uiem 
how their conduct was tarnishing the 
glory which they had acquired by 
nine years of heroism. They an- 
Bwored, with their former cynicism, 
that glory could be put neither into 
pocket nor stomach. .They had no 
nae for it; they had more than 
enough of it. Give them money, or 
give them a city;^ these were their 
last terms. 

Sorrowfully and bodingly Mansf eld 
withdrew to consult again with the 
State Council The mutineers then 
made a demonstration upon Mechlin, 
bat that city having fortimately 
strengthened its garrison, "was allowed 
to escape. They then hovered for a 
time outside the walls of Brussels. 
At Grimsberg, where they paused for 
a short period, they held a parley 
with Captain Monte^docca, whom they 
received with fair words and specious 
pretences. He returned to Brussels 
with the favourable tidings, and the 
mutineers swarmed ofif to Assche. 
Thither Montesdocca was again de- 
spatched, with the expectation that he 
would be able to bring them to terms, 
hot they drove him off with jeers and 
threats, finding that he brought neither 
money nor the mortgage of a populous 
dty. The next day, after a feint or 
two in a different direction, they made 
a sodden swoop upon Alost, in Flan- 
ders. Here they had at last made 
their choice, and the town was carried 
\ij storm. All the inhabitants who 
Oj^qposed them were butchered, and 
the mutiny, at last established in a 
ei^ital, was able to treat with the 
State Council upon equal terms. They 
were now between two and three 
thousand strong, disciplined, veteran 
. troqpei, posted in a strong and wealthy 
city. One hundred parishes belonged 
to the jurisdiction of Alost, all of 
which were immediately laid imder 
oontribution.* 
The excitement was now intense in 

1 Bar, ix. 692. Meterea, vi. 106. Hoofd, 
X. 444. Meodoza, xv. 800. 
a See the Edict, in Bor, ix. 698. 
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Brussels. Anxiety and alarm had given 
place to rage, and the whole population 
rose in arms to defend the capital, 
which was felt to be in imminent dan- 
ger. This spontaneous courage of the • 
burghers prevented the catastrophe, 
which was reserved for a sister city. 
Meantime, the indignation and hon'or 
excited by the mutiny were so uni- 
versal that the Council of State could 
not withstand the pressm'e. Even the' 
women and children demanded daily 
in the streets that the rebel soldiers 
should be declared outlaws. On the 
26th of July, accordingly, the King of 
Spain was made to pronounce his 
Spaniards traitors and murderers. All 
men were enjoined to slay one or all 
of them, wherever they should be 
found; to refuse them bread, water, 
and fire, and to assemble at sound of 
bell, in every city, whenever the magis- 
trates shoiUd order an assault upon 
them.* A still more stringent edict 
was issued on the 2d of August,^ and 
so eagerly had these decrees been ex- 
pected, that they were published 
throughout Flanders and Brabant al- 
most as soon as issued. Hitherto the 
leading officers of the Spanish army 
had kept aloof from the insurgents, 
and frowned upon their proceedings. 
The Spanish member of the State 
Council, Jerome de Roda, had joined 
without opposition in the edict. As, 
however, the mutiny gathered strength 
on the outside, the indignation waxed 
daily within the capital. The citizens 
of Brussels, one and all, stood to their 
arms. Not a man could enter or leave 
without their permission. The Span- 
iards who were in the town, whether 
soldiers or merchants, were regarded 
with suspicion and abhorrence. The 
leading Spanish officers, Romero, Mon- 
tesdocca, Verdugo, and others, who 
had attempted to quell the mutiny, 
had been driven off with threats and 
curses, their soldiers defying them and 
brandishing their swords in their very 
faces. On the other hand, they were 
looked upon with ill-will by the Ne- 
therlanders. The most prominent Span- 

a Bor, ix. 693. Meteren, vl. 106. Benti- 
YOglio, ix. 173. Hoofd, x. 445. 
* Hoofd, X. 445. 
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Ml penonaget in BniaseU were kept \ alanning Um fonifamBrobamta, whose 



in a Ktate of luJf-impriBoninent.^ Bo- 
ni4;ro, Boda» Verdugo, were believed 
to favour at heart the cause of their 
^ reV>elliouB troope, and the buigfaers of 
Brabant had come to consider all the 
King's army in a state of rebellion. 
Believing the State Council powerless 
to protect them from the impending 
storm, they regarded that body with 
little respect, keeping it, as it were, in 
durance, while the Spaniards were 
afraid to walk the streets of Brussels 
for fear of being miurdered. A retainer 
of Boda, who had ventured te defend 
the character and conduct of his mas- 
ter before a number of excited citizens, 
was slain on the spot.* 

In Antwerp, Champagny, brother of 
Granvelle, and governor of the city, 
was disposed to cultivate friendly rela- 
tions with the Prihce oi Orange. Cham- 
pagny hated the Spaniards, and the 
hatred seemed to establish enough of 
sympathy between himself and the 
liberal party to authorise confidence 
in him. The Prince dealt with him, 
but regarded him warily.* Fifteen 
companies of German troops, under 
Colonel Altaemst, were suspected of a 
strong inclination to join Uie mutiny. 
They were withdrawn from Antwerp, 
and in their room came Count Ober- 
stein, with his regiment, who swore to 
admit no siispicious person inside the 
gateH, and in all things to obey the 
ordenj of Cliampagny.* In the citadel, 
however, matters were very threaten- 
ing. Sancho d'Avila, the governor, 
although he had not openly joined the 
revolt, treated the edict of outlawry 
against the rebellious soldiery with 
derision. Ho refused to publish a de- 
cree which he proclaimed infamous, 
and which had been extorted, in his 
opinion, from an impotent and trem- 
bling coimciL* Even Champagny had 
not desired or dared to publish the 
edict within the city. The reasons 
alleged wore his fears of irritating and 



1 Uor, ix. 692, 698. Cetbrora, zi. 849. 
Hoofd, z. 445. 

a Bor, ix. 693. Moteren, vi 106. 

3 Arohiyes de la Msison d'Orongo, v. 487, 
488. Cabrera, zL 863.— "Pero el Cham- 
pAiome ostaba convonido con los Estados y 
eou lo P*~' ' « Orange su grande amigo. 



position was so cntieid and frimdBhip 
so important at tfasb momnoi.* On 
the other hand, it ynm loudly and joy- 
fully pnbliahed in moat other towns of 
Flanders and Brabant In Bruasda 
there were two parties: one holding 
the decree too andadoas for his Ma je» 
tj to pardon ; the other damouxing for 
its instantaneQOB fulfilment. By far 
the larger and more influential portioD 
of the population favoured the maa- 
Buro, and wiahed the sentence of oat> 
lawry and extermination to be extend* 
ed at once against all Spaniards and 
other foreigners in the servioe of tiia 
King. It seemed imprudent to wnt 
until all the regiments had formally 
accepted the mutiny, and eonoentratea 
themselves ftito a single body. ' 

At this juncture, on the last day of 
July, the Marquis of Havr^, brother to 
the Duke of Aerschot, arrived out of 
Spain.^ He was changed by the King 
with conciliatory but immeanmg 
phrases to the estates. The occasion 
was not a happy one. There nam 
was a time when direct and vigoroai 
action had been more necessary. II 
was probably the Eing^s desire thflflb 
as much as it ever had been his desin 
at aU, to make up the quarrel with Ui 
provinces. He had been wearied with 
the policy which Alva had enforoe^ 
and for whidi he endeavoured at tlul 
period to make the Duke appear » 
sponsible. The barren elemency whiok 
the Grand Commander had been » 
structed to affect, had deceived bal 
few persons^ and had produced bal 
small results. The King was, peifaftp% 
really inclined at this juncture to 9t 
ercise clemency — that is to say, bi 
was willing to pardon his people tat 
having contended for their rights, pi* 
vided they were now willing to reaia 
them for ever. So the Ca^olic nor 
gion and his own authority were c» 
clufiively and inviolably secured, kt 
was willing to receive his disobediMi 



<Bor, ix.694. Hoofd, x. 447. 

s Mendoza, zv. 801. Cabrera, xi. 8191 

•Bor, iz. 694. 

7 Ibid., 694, sqq. Hoofd, x. 447, sq^^ 

8 Bor, ix. 704. 
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prtmneciB Into fsTouTf To AccctopHdh 
^iia etid, ]i0weT«r^ he b^ ^1 nu more 
fcji^QDitte eoneeptioQ ihMi to tak€t the 
sdrioft of Hopper. A doothirij^ prty 
I Gnwtkt&tion WB8 ibb anodyne selected 
[ lor ih^ bitter pangB of the body politlQ 
I —m iraigoo e^ressioii of ro^al benignity 
I tbfi fflypliio to be applied to its mortal 
wound^ An interval of hesitation waa 
to Inidgfl over the chaam between the 
pnyrinoes and their di^Unt metra|iollA, 
'^TbB MaFqtiia of Havre has been sextt^" 
Biid the KlDg, " that he may expFesaly 
i to you of omr good mtentdon^ 
I iDid of otir deaire, with the gmce of 
Godj to bting about a pacificatioiL" ^ 
I AliiB, it wad well known when^^e those 
pavements of good intentione bad been 
token^ and whither they would lead. 
They were not the material for a hu1> 
stantial road to ifeeoDciliation. " Qia 
M»je«ty/' aaid thie Itfarqnia, oo deliver- 
: hift reiwrt to the State Council, 
u long been pouderiog over aU 
I fliii^ neceBMify to the peace ol the 
I liod. Hii Majesty, like a Tery gra^ 
j don aad bountiful Prmce^ haa ever 
) WcD dufOied, in iimoi paat, to tre^t 
t huj iubjecti, by the best and 
beii means.'' s There being, how- 
room for an opmion thJat m 
' kmutiful a prince might have dia- 
eovered aweeter meana, by all this 
jjcrudering, than to bum and gibbet 
m rubjecta by thoosartds^ it waa 
tiwMgtit proper to insinuate that hia 
1 ddara had been hitherto mkunder- 
Alva and Requeaena had been 
itnfAithful agenta^ who did not know 
I their biifiin^a, but it waa to be set 
right in fotin-e. *■ Aa the good-will 
&ad meaning of hia Majeaty haa by no 
•*—>-- been foUow^,'* continued the 
[ ecrmji ** hia Majesty has detennined 
to smd Councillor HoppeTi, keeper of 
I the privy aeal, and myaelf , hither- 
jWarfa, to execute the resolutjona of 
I Ifajeety," ' Two euoh peraonp^ea 
I poar» plodding r confusedi time-serv- 
Hopper^ and flighty, talkative' 
whom even Eequegena de- 

* dse Ibe letter, in Bor, ii, 704. 

* Export of Marquis of Hivie, in Bor» \x. 
L * Ibii, 

* **Ioqitillo y iiisiibHtEinciaL*''i-Lettet of 
soa to Philip, cibBd by Gacliardj 
. Ouillminie le Tmi^t liL ISOj u. h 
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r* ed, and whom Don John, while 
rtly aftenvarda tt^&mm^ndhig Mta 
for tt ituU councilhTt oharacterifled to 
Philip na ''a very great acoundiel,"* 
would hardly be able* even if royaUy 
empowered, to undo tUe work of two 
precediug luiminUtrationa. Moreover, 
Coimcillor Hopper, on furiherthouj^ts, 
waa not deapatched at oil to the Ke^ 
therXands. 

The provinces were, ZMwev^i^ a^ 
flured by the King's letters ti> the Ei^ 
bant eatateSj to the State Coimcil, and 
other pabllc bodieaj a« well as by the 
report of the Manquie, that efficacious 
remediee were preparing in Madrid. 
The people were only to wait patiently 
till they should arrive.'* The public 
had heard before of these noatruma, 
made up by the royal preacriptiona in 
Spain I and were not likely to accept 
them aa a panacea for their present 
complicated dlaorden. Never, in 
truthj had conventional commonplace 
been applied more unseasonably. H^e 
WttH a general toilitaiy mutiny flaming 
in the very centre of the liuid. Here 
had tho intense hatred of racBj which 
for yeara had been gnawing at the 
heart of the country^ at last brc^en 
out into moat malignant manifeatar 
tiou. Here waa nearly the whole na- 
tive population of every province^ 
fifom grand aeignenr to plebeiauj from 
Gatholio prelate to Anabaptiat asiiian, 
exMiperated alike by the exces&ea of 
ail thousand foreign briganda, and 
united by a common hatred into a 
band of brethren. Here was a State 
Council too feeble to cscrciae the 
authority which it had arrogated, 
trembling between the wrath of ita 
Bovereign, the menacing criea of the 
Bniaseia burghers, and the wUdthreaU 
of the rebelliDUB army^ and held virtu- 
ally captive in the capital which it waa 
auppoged to govern. 

Certainly^ the confirmation rif the 
Council in its authority, for an indeS- 
nit©, even if for a brief period, waa ft 
moat unlucky step at this juncture, 

* " Muy gmndJj^Hiiuo vtilliM;bi>.'*— Letter of 
Boa John tq> FMUp, eitsd by Oacbard, uhl 
Bup, 

* Eflport of Marq. Havr^ etCL, Bor, ix. 
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'J''a<r.'«: w«t •.»■';■ p^ni** ili LLfr pro- 
\-.v./»M, vv.'. ':ii.*i \v« iar tLt ii.j« 

lbv»rv i«i:-i<* w*t wL'-vt anrjT, aiid h 

opjV.-.-.-j-.iy oy ii*:v.':ij^ rid of liieir. al- 
V-iife'.L.fr,', Jf tilt j^j'jple cjuld riit ffl 
f/{/ji4M. J:ow xLat tLt r'. vjJ govennneai 
wtifc ;»j a'>ryaij';<r, aajd,- ae it were, in the 
Jiativij*: Laiide, tiit iitcib'ii* iLii^'Li be 
ciwr'. ofi f'-r ever. If any of tLe .Spanish 
tAijAiVf. }^i fMitn ifinoere in tLeir effuxt* 
t/y an «;'<*. the mutiny, tLe eincerity was 
not iA:;-ii\'tzfL If any of the foreign 
re^fii/i'riiU of the King appeared to 
heiiiuiV; at joining tLe Ak./Hi crew, the 
beHitaiioii wa^j felt to be terni^^rarj-. 
Meaiilinie, the irrjjAjrtaDt German regi- 
nierjt« itf Kugger, Fronii>xrrger, and 
J^oJ wilier, with their c^louelh and other 
ofIi<;<?ni, iuul oj>enly joined the rebel- 
lion,^ wljiie there waa no doubt of the 
KentimentH of Sancho d'Avila and the 
iitjtJiM under hiii command.' ThuB 
there weie two great rallying-places 
f<;r the Hedition, and the most impor- 
tant fortre»jH of the country, the key 
which unlocke<l the richest city in the 
world, wa» in the han^JU of the muti- 
iieei-M. 'i'he c^jmmercial capital of 
Kurope, fille^l to the brim with accu- 
miiluted trciujurcH, and with the mer- 
chant i/ie of every clime, lay at the feet 
of thin deHpenite band of brigands. 
The horrible result was but too soon 
to l>e mtule manifest. 

Meantime, in Brussels, the few 
H|»aniar<lrt trembled f(jr their lives, 
'i'luj fi;w ollicers shut up there were 
in imminent danger. "As the devil 
iUum not <.'i;aH« to do his work," wrote 
(;«il«>n«l Vi!r<lijgo,» "he has put it into 
tlj«j Ijirads of the lirabanters to relwl, 
tiih'ti;/ for a jirHvH the mutiny of the 
HjMiniardM. 'i'he HruHs«ls men have 
huniil<'(l tlmir wtwipons so well ayahist 
titiifv irlui wrrc placed there to jtrotect 
f /it III, UiJit they havij begun to kill the 
HpaniunliH, threatening likewise the 
CiMUic.il of HtaU». Suuh is their in- 

1 lior, ]\. 711, 71*2. Iloohl. x. 44K. 
a Mili:ri!ii, VI. In7. ML■Ul^ozJ^ xv. 303, son 
riil-iil-.i. !>«. «»l». h'lq. 
« 'MiiN Uttiir (li ViMiliigo li. his Liuutciuuit 
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vAitnot. tihsi tbey o»e ao mora f or 
tbeee cmt lords than for ao manj 
TSTaenT" The viiter, who had taken 
ref uz». liogether witli Jerome de Roda 
aad oilier Spuiiardi, or "^ Hufiaiiio- 
liftbd " pnvana. in Antwerp citadel, 
pr-oeeded to akebdi the prepaisUooi 
which were going on in Bruaaels, and 
the counter-meaenreB which were mak- 
ing prpgreaa in Antwerp. "TheataieB^" 
he wrote, " are enrolling troopa, aaying 
'tifi to put down the mutiny ; but I aa- 
Bure you 'tis to attack the anny indiaozi- 
minately. To prerent such a viUanooB 
uudenakingr troopf of all nations an 09- 
ttTnbUmy ken, in <vder to march atraight 
upon BruBBeltf, there to enforce eveiy- 
thing which my lords of the State 
Council shall ordain." ExentB were 
obviously hastening to a crisis — an 
explosion, before long, was inevitable. 
" 1 wish I had my horses here/' ood- 
tinued the Colonel, "and must b^ 
you to send them. I see a black 
cloud hanging over our heads. I fstf 
that the Brabantines will play the 
beasts so much, that they will have 
all the soldiery at their throats."* 
i Jerome de Roda had been fortunale 
enough to make his escape out d 
Brussels,^ and now claimed to be sole 
i Governor of the Netherlands, as the 
! only remaining representative of the 
' State CoimciL His colleagues were in 
durance at the capital Their autho* 
rity was derided. Although not yet 
actually imprisoned, they were in 
reality bound hand and foot, and 
compelled to take their orders either 
from the Brabant estates or from the 
burghers of Brussels. It was not an 
illogical proceeding, therefore, that 
lloda, under the shadow of the Ant- 
werp citadel, should set up his own 
person as all that remained of the out- 
raged majesty of Spain. Till the new 
Governor, Don Juan, should arrive, 
whose appointment the King had al* 
ready communicated to the govern- 
ment, and who might be expected in 
the Netherlands before the close of 
the autumn, the solitary councillor 



Do h\ Margolla is published by Bor, ix, 702, 
ftiid by Groeu v. Priiistcrer, Archivos, v. 
387-.'i8a. *» Letter of Vordugo. 

» Bor, ix. 705. Hoold, x. 449. 
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daimed to embody the whole Council^ 
He caused a new seal to be struck — a 
prooeeding veiy unreasonably charged 
u forgery by the provincials — and 
forthwith b^gan to thunder forth pro- 
dunations and counter-proclamations 
in the Eling's name and under the royal 
seaL' It is difficult to see any technical 
erime or mistake in such a course. As 
a Spaniard,' and a representative of his 
Majesty, he could hardly be expected 
to take any other view of his duty. At 
any rate, being called upon to choose 
between rebellious Netherlanders and 
mntinoiis Spaniards, he was not long 
in making up his mind. 

By the beginning of September the 
mutiny was general. All the Spanish 
army, from general to pioneer, were 
vnitod. The most important German 
troope had taken side with them. 
Sancho d'Avila held the citadel of 
Antwerp, vowing vengeance, and hold- 
ing open communication with the 
■oldiers at Algst' The Council of 
State remonstrated with him for his 
disloyalty. He replied by referring 
to bis long years of service, and by 
r^roving them for affecting an autho- 
rity which their imprisonment rendered 
ridiculous.^ The Spaniards were se- 
eorely established The various cita- 
dels which had been built by Charles 
and Philip to curb the country now 
effiectually did their work. With the 
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of Antwerp, Valenciennes, 
Ghent, Utrecht, Culemburg, Viane, 
Alost, in the hands of six thousand 
veteran Spaniards, the country seemed 
chained in every limb. The foreigner's 
foot was on its neck. Brussels was 
almost the only considerable town out 
of Holland and Zealand which was 
even temporarily siaf e. The important 
city of Maestricht was held by a Span- 
ish garrison, while other capital towns 
and stations were in the power of the 
Walloon and German mutineers.' The 
depredations committed in the villages, 
the open country, and the cities, were in- 
cessant — the Spaniards treating every 
Netherlander as their foe. Gentleman 
and peasant, Protestant and Catholic, 
priest and layman, all were plundered, 
maltreated, outraged The indignation 
became daily more general and more 
intense.* There were frequent skir- 
mishes between the soldiery and pro- 
miscuous bands of peasants, citizens, 
and students; conflicts in which the 
Spaniards were invariably victorious. 
What could such half-armed and 
wholly imtrained partisans effect a- 
gainst the bravest and most experi- 
enced troops in the whole world? 
Such results only increased the general 
exasperation, while they impressed 
upon the whole people the necessity 
of some great and general effort to 
throw off the incubus. 
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1 Bor, Hoofd, ubisup. 
«Bor, ix.712. Hootd, x. 449. 
* Mendoza, xv. 801, sqq. Cabrera, xi 864, 
eqq. 

voL.n. 



4 Mendoza, ubi sup. 

» Bor, ix. 716. Mendoza, xv. 803. 

• Meteren, vi. 107. Hoofd, x. 450-453. 
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MrMNTiMP. tho IVliHW of ()mi}f(o wit I 
III Mi.lil.ilMii):.' wiid-liiiiK tho Htorm. { 

'I'll.. |»mHii«ii ff llnlliiiul Hllil /.oulliiul l 

niili i.y.»i»l !•« \\\\y nMuM- liHotMi |>n>- | 
«iiii>i»« \\\i tliiHiiollv i'!»j»miMiTim'*l. ' 
\'y •!» »>»»Hii»i |».Mii< > thoio wcw nil all- 
ii'liiii. .i\ iitpidiY. w\\\\\> (ipun othoi>i 
I *•.!.• \\i« I i-j i\o :iiii{ almost Utnl 
ti.ii.ioii.o h \vvi ilio i.\.<W of tho 
I", in. .» «• *<.»i'|«oii llio %ynn»»\lhy. to 
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ovos. It was believed, and widi reason, 
tiint tliere was a disposition on the part 
vl tlio Ucfonuers to destroy it, root and 
braiioh. It was suspected that the same 
enginery of ])eraecution would be em- 
pluyod in its extiri>ation, should the 
opiH>!iito iKirty gain the supremacy, 
wliioli the Papists had so long em- 
ployoii Against the conr^-ts to the new 
rvlicion. 

As to |v>lltical convictions, the fifteen 
prvuiiu'o* dirtonxi much less from their 
two siscors, Thtfre was a strong attach- 
tuen: to their old constitutions — a 
^vnorjkl iiu'MiiAtioii to make use of the 
vv^fc::: v-::<i'5 to eti'eot their restora- 
::.'i'.. Ar liie ^me time, it had not 
v,v:::o :.' Ve :lie general conviction, as 
!•: ri.l-u-.^i .ir..i iCfcVtUmiL that the main- 
:•«.«{'.. ir'cc i :Iv.;*f li'.vrties was incom- 
■•.t:i .1.- w:l: :V.: a utimuaoe of Philip*B 
.1 ■ \.\:r".y r?:-:^? w.ts. more^.^er, »» 
I'.:- ;*^ kr-^r.v-v::-' f.wri-.t: which was 
.... ...^-1 .,^ i .■?■;•.>*«:*.: :•: tiike i liberal 

vv.-'v -cc :•■-■'-■ -^?t:: -^ikpfuerju. and re- 
ri ^ ■ «.•.•- -v ■ - ■ : ■■■ ^i i'.'c*?-. : r. *:i:e simul- 
.:i.Ti.' <;s I'.', ij-.-tf :t 2«fr^:i:i*l notions 
.'V...! :: .■■.! :.-.i! I.*-!: *cuzrf, S-iill ;her« 

I -• .ii- . ■:;; .•••t:sc:.~-.':: -nil r«?tT 
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these were the great objects to- which 
the Prince now devoted himself with 
rmewed energyi 

To bring i^ut « general organisa- 
tion and a general union, much deli- 
cacy oi handling was- necessary. The 
■entiment of extreme Catholicism and 
XoDBTtthism was not tol^ suddenly 
scared into-, opposition. The Prince, 
therefore^ in all his addresses and 
doonments.wae carefnl to disclaim any 
intfflition of disturbing, the established 
xdjgion, or o£ making any rash politi- 
cal changew. "-Let> no man think/' 
Budhs-to the authorities of Brabant, 
"that,. against the will of the estates, 
we desire to. bring about any change 
in rdigion« Let no one suspect us 
oapaUe of prejudicing the rights of 
any man. We have long since taken 
vp arms to maintain a legal and con- 
■fcitutional freedom, founded upon law.. 
God forbid that we should now. at- 
tempt to introduce novelties, by- 
whioh the face of liberty should be 
defiled."! 

In a brief and -^fcry spirited letter to 
Count Lalain, a Catholic and a loyalist, 
hot a friend of bis country and fer- 
vent hater of foreign oppression, he 
fboB- appealed to his sense of chivalry 
and justice : " Although the honour- 
able house front which you spring," he 
aaidy'^and the virtue and courage of 
yoor ancestors, have always impressed 
me with the conviction that you would 
follow in their footsteps, yet am I glad 
to have*reoeived proo& that my antici- 
pations were correct I cannot help, 
therefore, entreating you to maintaih 
ihe'samo high heart, and to accomplish 
that-which you have so worthily begun. 
Be not deluded by false masks, mum- 
ming faces, and borrowed titles, which 
people assume for their own profit, 
penuading others that the King's ser- 
vice consists in the destruction of his 
■ubje<*8." a 

While thus careful to offend no 
nui's religious convictions, to startle 
no man's loyalty, he made skilful use 
of the general indignation felt at the 



^ LettffiT to States of Brabant, in Bor, ix. 

' The iBdtter to Lalain is published by Bor, 
iz.606; 
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atrocities of the mutinous army. This 
chord he- struck boldly, powerfully, 
passionately, for he felt sure of the 
depth and strength of its vibrations. 
In his address to the estates of Gelder- 
land,' he used vigorous language, in- 
flaming and directing to a practical 
purpose the just wrath which was felt 
in that, as in every other province* 
" I write to warn you," he said, " to 
seize this present opportunity. Shake 
from your necks the yoke of the god- 
less Spanish tyranny, join yourselves 
at once to the lovers of the fatherland, 
to the defenders of freedom. Accord- 
ing to the example of your own ances- 
tors and ours, redeem for the coimtry 
its ancient laws, traditions, and pri- 
vileges. Permit no longer, to your 
shame and oiu's, a band of Spanish 
landloupers and other foreigners, to- 
gether with three or four self-seeking 
enemies, of their own land, to keep 
their feet upon our necks. Let them 
no longer, in the very wantonness of 
tyranny, drive us about like a herd 
of cattle — like a gang of well-tamed 
slaves."" 

Thus, day after day, in almost count- 
less addresses to public bodies and 
private individuals, he made use of 
the crisis to pile fresh fuel upon the 
flames. At the same time, while thus 
f<inning the general indignation, he 
had the adroitness to point out that 
the people hod already committed 
themselves. He represented to them 
that the edict, by which they had 
denounced his Majesty's veterans as 
outlaws, and had devoted them to the 
indiscriminate destruction which such 
brigands deserved, was likely to prove 
an unpardonable crime in the eyes of 
majesty. In short, they had entered 
the torrent. If they would avoid 
being dashed over the precipice, they 
must struggle manfully with the mad 
waves of civil war into which they had 
plunged. "I beg you, with all affec- 
tion," he said to the states of Brabant,* 
" to consider the danger in which you 
have placed yourselves. You have to 

8 Address to the Estates of Golderlund, 
apud Bor, ix. 702. 

* In Bor, ix. 694ifl96. 



]kff 



The liUe rif tli€ 



\^-'.i.t.uv^ fv;/: in tfrt world- P'or tL«!< 
/j I.!.;. ♦;*•». t,K«i;/ ar»: tiat^l hy all otLfrr 
fi;i».j ',..': 'ni*:y ar*; *:v«?n hateful ti> 
f.K*rf /./.'•; .':•!, Ti/! a rac<5 which iieek.4 
fA 'J'irr.;ri«:«:r v.h^r*«/i*?\'ftr it comw!. It 
l^ifti'i'il-iily d«--/i]an* iti mt^nti'.n to 
/;i ../}. and t^i tyrannic*: you, my ma*iters, 
ail'] ;ili r,h*; l;uid. Th^y havf; conquered 
y/,.i ;Jr^:fi/Iy, an th*:y boaAt, for the 
V.litui- of \hm:Uihy:iity hsiH pkkcwl you 
fit. tJi<;ir iin:n:y. I bill you that ymir 
J.wt, a/;r., I,y which you have declared 
f,hi/i anny t^i hft rel>el«, in decisive. 
V/»ij have ariiiwl aiid excited the 
v/holn |i<!<i|ile agaiiiHt thern, even to 
f,h«i |ii:nriiiiilM and tlie ix^aHants' chil- 
tlu'ii, iuid the iiiHultH and injuries thus 
rt'co'ivfil, iiowovisr richly denerved and 
d»'aily av<iiiK<5^l, are all sot down to 
your luunfiiui. Therefore, 'tis neces- 
wiiy fill- you to decide now, whether 
to III) iil.h^rly niiiuxl, yournelves and 
your ftJiiidrifH, or to continue firmly 
tiio work whi<!h you have l>c^in boldly, 
ill id lathiir to die a hundre<l thousand 
dinthn than to nialce a treaty with 
till-Ill, which can only end in your 
ruin. I to iuwuntd that the meociure 
doiilt to you will be i^oniiny as well 
hh dnrttn iction. Let not your leaders 
(fXjinrt tho honourable scjiifoldri of 
roiiiit.;! l<!^iiiont and Horn. The whip- 
)iiiu^ porit. and then the gibbet will be 
ilifii f.ntain fat^v"-* 

llavini: l>y thin an<I sin lilar language, 
u]ioii vtiriouH oc(«MionH, sought to im- 
|iii-M.i u)Min his country luen the gravity 
ol ttio |ioHilion, he led tluoii to seek 
IliM rniiirily in audaisity and in union, 
lin t'iiiiiiliiirlHiMi tiieiM with his theory, 
tiiiil. thn lr^;til, hiritorical government 
ol t.hn pii>\inc(m bclongoil to the 
i.lith-.rt j^i'iinral, to a eongrtwH of nobles, 
ritiKy, ill id conuiiouH, apiKtinted from 
tMU'li of tho Mevi-nteen piwinces.'* He 
niiiMitJtindd, with reason, that the 
^•iivnriiiiinnt »>f the Netherlands was 
ji mpiTriontative t\)nHtitutional govem- 
niciil, imdor the hereditary authority 
I if tlm Kiug.^ To recover this consti- 
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tr:t:-:zi. to lift up these down-trodden 
r:zht.4. be set before them most TiTidly 
the necwwity of union. "*Tia iinpoa- 
sible." he sud, "that a chariot should 
inove evenly having its wheels un- 
equally proportioned: and so must a 
conietieration be broken to pieces, if 
'. there be not an equal obligation on 
all to tend to a common purpose."^ 
Union, cl>:«e, fraternal, such as became 

■ ]jn>vinced of a common origin and with 

■ similar laws, could alone Ba;ve them 
; from their fate. Union against a com- 
, mon tyrant to save a common fiither> 
. land. Union, by which differences of 
< opinion should be tolerated, in order 
I that a million of hearts should beat 
: for a common purpose, a million hands 
' work out, invincibly, a common sal- 
vation. "'Tis hardly necessary," he 
said, ''to use many words in recom- 
mendation of imion. Disunion has 
been the cause of all our woes. There 
is no remedy, no hope, save in the 
bonds of friendship. Let all parti- 
cular disagreement^ be left to the 
decision of the states-general, in order 
that with one heart and one will we 
may seek the disenthralment of the 
fatherland from the tyranny oi. stzan- 
gers.'* ^ 

The first stop to a thorough union 
among all the provinces was the 
arrangement of a closer connexion 
between the now isolated states of 
Holland and Zealand on the one side, 
and their fifteen sisters on the other. 
The Prince professed the readiness of 
those states which he might be said to 
represent in his single person, to draw 
as closely as possible the bonds of 
fellowship. It was almost superfluous 
for him to promise his own ready co- 
operation. " Nothing romains to us," 
said he, ''but to discard all jealousy 
and distrust. Let us, with a firm re- 
solution and a common accord, liberate 
these lauds from the stranger. Hand 
to hand let us accomplish a just and 
general peace. As for myself, I pre- 
sent to you, with very good affection. 



I " \v.\\ il» k«^Jr« <tf kivko." oto. AdilrvM 
to tlif ICiiutoH ui IlralNiiit. uto., IJor, ubi rtup. 

V Miiiivu «>r I'riiu-u ut' Onuigo to iStat«8- 
jtfiiiTiil. ill llor, X. 747-740. 

^ .MU-iivu, etc., lior, ubi bup. 



^ Gachard, Corrcspoudance de Guillaume 
lo Tacit., iu. 140-154. 

s Ad<lrei*8 to lustatca of Brabant, apod 
Bor, ix. t5D4-69«. 
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rmy person and all which I poMaess, 

t£?i[iriDg you that I ahall Teg&rd nil my 

labours aud paliLB in times which are 

paftj weD bestowed, if God now grEint 

iae grace to sae the desired csnd. That 

■^f end will be reiLchedj. if jou bold 

~ LSt your D2!*ohition and take to heart 

aefvns wbieh God preat^nts to you, 

I to be absolutely certaiB/*' 

'i were tbe tenor and the raotiYeB 

b6 dcKSUiaeiita wbich be scattered 

.broAdoast at this crUti. Tbey were 

I to the estates of nesurly every 

Those bodies were urig«nt]y 

L to appoint deputies to a gene- 

t ef)Qgr@3df at whkh a clo@e and for- 

; uMii^n Wrtween Holknd and Z^a- 

. tlie other |>rnvinoe& mig'ht 

That important measure 

[* general eHort might, at ^e 

aame time^ b« made to expel the Span- 

_iaTd from the bdlL Thk done, the 

ling matters eould be dlapoeed 

Mud by tbe iissembly of the e-gtates-gene- 

Hia eloquenee and energy were 

not wrtbont effect. In the course of 

[ autumn* iSepi^ties were ii|>pomted 

I Ui© greater number of tie prc>- 

, to confer with the representor 

|tivei of Holland and Zealand, in a 

Eeral congreHs.' The place appointed 

' the deliberatians was the Qitj of 

Ifikiit Here, by the middle of Ocsio- 

'tttitt a large number of delegatea were 

abgd.y assembled.' 

Events were rapidly relUng together 

Jfeam every quarter^ and acemnulatiiig 

■ » s criflia. A congreas— a rebsUioua 

leoDgresa, as the King might deem it-- 

^ag asaembling at Ghent; tbe Spam ah 

finny, proscribed;, lawkse, and terrible, 

' W4S Btrengtb ening itHelf daily tor Home 

d&rk and mysteri dub auhieve meu t ; Don 

Jfiha -of AuEtria, the King'a natural 



» Letter ta E^tat^s of Bt^Lbuit, Bor^ ix. 
a Bor. ii. 703, Tin, n». 

» 6tr*da. 

* Bor, Ji n5. 71^. Htfof4 X. 450. Man- 

* il^^fd, 7U *60.— *' Bet dim twee duiaenfc 

:i, w 11 iijati dat er het Idcren litJt/* etct., 

Iiadd^ii de BpuugaQi-dA 

re lEoan to TorUezua," eta 

■ '■hority, Mdudnm, otia i»f 

: diitif c'Jiumriiidcra lo the nfiliir^ anys iio 

Ittuiard w^ loilM and liM but ou^ ^tu 



brother, Vitm expelled from Spain to 
Bsaume the govetuiaeint, which tbe 
State Council was too timid to wield 
and too loyal to resign ; while, mean- 
time, the whole population of the 
Netherlands^ with hardly an exeeptloTir 
was diflpoeed to aeo the great question 
of the foreign soldiery settled before 
the chiiofl then eiiittipg should be 
supcraeded by a more definite autho- 
ri^, EveiTwhera, m«a of oR ranks 
and ocmipoiiona^the artiiaii in the 
city, the pea«ant in the fields— were 
deaertipg their daily occiipations to 
furbifib helmeti^ handle mM^ktU, and 
learn the trade of wsr.^ Sktrmiahcs, 
sometimes serere and bloody, were of 
almost daily occuxrenee. In iht&s the 
S|>a£ilatds were invariably succeaaful ; 
for whatever may be eald of their 
cruelty and licentiouHuea^, it cannot 
be disputed that their prowesB wjis 
worthy of tbcir renown^ Romaiitic 
Talour, unflinching fortitude, cfmeum- 
mate akill, characteriBcd them always^ 
What could half armed artisan*^ achievo 
in the open plain against such tvccijm- 
pliahed foesf At Tieuacq, between 
Louvai^ and Tirlomoat, a battle was 
attempted by a large niiBcellaneous 
maaa of Htudent^, peasantry^ and bur* 
ghere, led by country aquirca.' It 
fioon changed to a carnage, in wlucli 
tbe vie time were all on one aide. A 
small number of veterauHj headed by 
VargaB, Mendo^, Tassis, and other 
chivB-lroua commandera, routed the 
iindiscipliDed thooisinds at a smgle 
charge. The rude militia threw away 
their armSj aad fled panic-atmck in all 
directiona, at the first aight of their 
terrible foe. Two Spaniards lost tbeir 
lives and two thousand Nether landera.*" 
It was natural that these eontjummate 



wounded, flEghtly, in the (mi; but ho doos 
not Ki'fl tlJB numbtji- pf tka BtAtQa-tmoissi^ 
Etuds'bU^ nndbuT^heri HlaLn, — ]Uoti<loEa, xv. 
SOB, Ci^ibt^rii, xi 'S5fl, Fitatua the uuiDber ajt^ 
twcJ tli«>Ui!iiktkd. Thuit bittor WjjLUrKin, Jiunrjm 
de Francev who saw tbo Statda force paaa 
tfaroti^h LouTab^ on tbdr wny to the en- 
qouTitert exull»», aa usual, over tlie discQio- 
fltiird of his own oouuttymsEL '* Die Span- 
Ij^da cu% them oU to plccofi/' he ubisorvoB, 
" leach ingf ttieeo pcdk^U «nd acktKilbqya 
thfit war wjiH n game in whitih they imd no 
I Bkill."— Hiatoin^ doa Coustis dei HevolteB, 
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warriors should despise such 'easily 
■slaughtered YiGtims. A single stroke 
of the iron flail, and the chaff was 
scattered to the four winds; a single 
; sweep of the disciplined scythe, and 
^countless acres were in an instant 
-mown. Nevertheless, although beaten 
constantly, the Netherlanders were not 
conquered. Holland and Zealand had 
read the foe a lesson which he had not 
forgotten, and although on the open 
fields, and against the less vigorous 
population of the more central pro- 
vinces, his triumphs had been easier, 
yet it was obvious that the spirit of 
resistance to foreign oppression was 
growing daily stronger, notwifchstand- 
•ing daily defeats. 

Meantime, while these desultory but 
deadly combats were in daily progress, 
the Council of State was looked upon 
with suspicion by the majBS of the 
population. That body, in which re- 
sided provisionally the powers of go- 
vernment, was believed to be desirous 
of establishing relations with the muti- 
nous army. It was suspected of insi- 
diously provoking the excesses which 
it seemed to denoimce. It was sup- 
posed to be secretly intriguing with 
those whom its own edicts had out- 
lawed. Its sympathies were considered 
Spanish. It was openly boasted by 
the Spanish army that, before long, 
they would descend from their fast- 
nesses upon Brussels, and give the 
city to the sword. A shuddering sense 
of coming evil pervaded the population, 
but no man could say where the blow 
would first be struck. It was natural 
that the capital should be thought ex- 
posed to imminent danger. At the 
same time, while every man who had 
hands was disposed to bear arms to 
defend the city, the Council seemed 
paralysed. The capital was insuffi- 
ciently garrisoned, yet troops were not 
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I enrolling for its protectioiL The state 



1 Bor, ix. 712, Meteren, vi. 197. fix the 
date of this important transaction at the 
14th September. A letter of William of 
Onuipo to Count John of 9th September 
utates that it occurred on the 5th September. 
—Archives de la Maiaon d'Oranire, etc., v. 
408, and note 1. Tossia gives the same date, 
iii. 207, 208. 

3 Giichard, Corre8i)ondanc9 de Guillaurae 
le Tacic, ill. 100— uoto 1. Bor, ubi sup. 



councillors obviously omitted to pro- 
vide for defence, and it was supposed 
that th^ were -seoretly assisting the 
attack. It was >thoi}gfat important, 
therefore, to disarm, or, at least, to 
control this bo<fy which was impotent 
for protection, and seemed powerful 
only for mischief. It was possible to 
make it as contemptible as dt waa be- 
lieved to be malicious. 

An unexpected stroke was therefore 
suddenly levelled against the Council 
in full session. On the 5th of Sep- 
tember,^ the Seigneur de H^ze, a young 
gentleman of a bold, but unstable cha- 
racter, then entertaining dose but 
secret relations with the Prince of 
Orange, appeared before the doors of 
th^ palace. He was attended by about 
fivve hundred tr9ops, under the im- 
mediate command of the Seigneur de 
Glimes, bailiff of Walloon Brabant. 
He demanded admittance, in the name 
of the Brabant estates, to the presence 
of the State Council, and was refused. 
The doors were closed and bolted. 
Without further ceremony i^e loldien 
produced iron bars brought with them 
for the purpose, forced all the gates 
from the hmges, entered the hall of 
session, and at a word from their com- 
mander, laid hands upon the council- 
lors, and made every one prisoner." 
The Duke of Aerschot, Prcusident of 
the Council, who was then in dose 
alliance with the Prince, was not 
present at the meeting, but lay, fore- 
warned, at home, confined to his couch 
by a sickness assumed for the occasion. 
Viglius, who rarely participated in the 
deliberations of the board, being already 
afflicted with the chronic malady under 
which he was ere long to succumb^ 
also escaped the fate of his fellow- 
senators.^ The others were carried 
into confinement. Berlaymont and 



Hoofd, X. 448. Meteren, vi. 107. L B. da 
Tassifl, Ck>n)m. de Turn. Bolg., 1. iii. 207, SOS. 
* Ibid. There ia, however, consuleraUa 
doubt upon this point. Viglius was ill and 
confined to his bed at the time of the Grand 
Commander's death, in March. He ceastd 
to write letterH to Hopper in April The 
arrest of the State Council took place in 
September, and Viglius died on the 8th <tf 
May of the following year (1^77). It i 
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Mansfeld were imprisoned in the 
Bpood-Huys,^ where the last mortal 
liourB of i^G^nont and Horn had been 
passed. Others were kept strictly 
gnazdfid in their own housed. After a 
lew weeksy most of them, were liber> 
atod. Councillor Del Rio was, how- 
VTetf retained in confinement, and sent 
to Holland, where he was subjected 
to a severe examination by the Prince 
of Orange, touching his past career, 
particularly oonceming ihe doings of 
the famous Blood Council^ The others 
were set free, and even permitted 
to resume their functions, but their 
dignity was gone, their authority 
annihilated. Thenceforth the states 
of &abant and the community of 
Brussds were to govern for an in- 
terval, f(»: it was in their name that 
the daring blow against the Council 
had been struck. All individuals and 
bodies, however, although not dis- 
pleased with the result, clamorously 
disclaimed responsibility for the deed. 
Hen were t^palled at the audacity 
•f the transaction, and dreaded the 
Teogeance of the King. The Abbot 
Van Perch, one of the secret instiga- 
\on of the act, actually died of anxiety 
lor its possible consequences.' There 
was a mystery concerning the afBekir. 
They in whose name it had been 
aoeompliahed denied having given any 

Ugfaly ^baUe, therefore, that Tassis is 
correct m his statement, that Viglius was 
kqA at home by the illness *'qu8B erat ei 
MBtinua." The historians, however, Me- 
tWBQ (vi. W7X Bor (ix. 712), BentivogUo (lib. 
ix.176). Stiuda (viii. 414X Hoofd (x. 448), De 
Ihon (Ub. 64, vii. 534), all mention the name 
of Fzesidrait Viglius among those of the 
oomicflloni arrested. The Prince of Orange 
(Archives, eta, v. 408) also mentions him as 
MTing been arrested and imprisoned with 
the rest. De Thou (ubi sup.) gives an 
aoecmnt of a visit which he paid to him in 
the ioUowing spring, at which time the aged 
piesident seems to have been under arrest, 
'" jgh *'il n'etoitpas garde fort §troite- 
,*^— Some writers mention him as 
those who were detained, while 
otbera of the arrested were released (Me- 
teren, Hoofd, Bor, etc.), — others, as Cabrera 
(who is, however, no authority in such 
BotterB), mention him as one of those who 
were immecUately set at liberty, in order 
that the Council might have an appearance 
of power. (Don Felipe II., xi. 858). On the 
wlu>le, it seems most .probable that he was 
airested after the seizure of the (^uncil, but 
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authority to the perpetrators. Men 
asked each other what unseen agency 
had been at work, what secret spring 
had been adroitly touched. There is 
but little doubt, however, that the 
veiled but skilful hand which directed 
the blow, was the same which had so 
long been guiding the destiny of the 
Netherlands.'* 

It had been settled that the congress 
was to hold its sessions in Ghent, 
although the citadel commanding that 
city was held by the Spaniards. The 
garrison was not very strong, and 
Mondragon, its commander, was absent 
in Zealand,'' but the wife of the veteran 
ably supplied his place, and stimulated 
the slender body of troops to hold out 
with heroism, under the orders of his 
lieutenant, Avilos Maldonado.^ The 
mutineers, after having accomplished 
their victory at Tisnacq, had been 
earnestly solicited to come to the relief 
of this citadel. They had refused and 
returned to Alost.' Meantime, the 
siege was warmly pressed by the states. 
There being, however, a deficiency of 
troops, application for assistance was 
formally made to the Prince of Orange. 
Count Beulx, governor of Flanders, 
commissioned the Seigneur d'Haussy, 
brother of Count Bossu, who, to obtain 
the liberation of that long-imprisoned 
and distinguished nobleman, was about 

that he was kept confined in a nominal 
durance, which tne iufirmities of illness and 
age rendered quite superfluous. It is almost 
unquestionable that De Thou visited him at 
his own house in Brussels, and not at any 
state prison. Wagonaer, vii 106, says that 
Vigilius was released in October, and quotes 
Langueti, ep., lib. i. (ii.), ep. 93, p. 289.— 
Compare Green v. Prinst., Archives, etc., v. 
404, sqq., and Hoynk van Papendrecht, Not. 
adVit.Viglii., Analect. Bclg., 192.193. and 
Not. ad Comm., I. R. do Tassis, iii. 208. 
1 Van der Vyiickt, iL 188. 

* Archives et Correspondance, v. 406. 
Extracts from the confessions of Del Kio 
have been given in the first volume of this 
history. 

» Hoofd, X. 448. Ev. Reid. Ann., lib. ii. 20. 

* Wageuacr, vii. 105. Langueti Epist., 
lib. i. (ii.) op. 87, p. 230.— Declaration of the 
Brussels Deputies in 1584. Bor, xix. 20 
(477). —Compare Groen v. Prinst., Archives, 
etc., V. 404-407. 

» Bor. ix. 726, 737. 

« Ibid., 727. Hoofd, xi. 470.— Compare 
Metei-eu, vi. 108. 

7 Hoofd, ad. 450, 451. Bor, ix. 716. 
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visiting the Prince in Zealand, to make 
a request for an auxiliary force.^ It 
was, however, stipulated that care 
should be taken lest any prejudice 
should be done to the Roman Catholic 
religion or the authority of the King. 
The Prince readily acceded to the re- 
quest, and agreed to comply with the 
conditions under which only it could 
be accejjted.* He promised to send 
twenty-eight companies. In his letter 
annoimcing this arrangement, he gave 
notice that his troops would receive 
strict orders to do no injury to person 
or property. Catholic or Protestant, 
ecclesiastic or lay, and to offer no 
obstruction to the Roman religion or 
the royal dignity.' He added, however, 
that it was not to be taken amiss, if 
his soldiers were permitted to exercise 
their own reU^ous rites, and to sing 
their Protestant hymns within their 
own quarters.1 He moreover, as se- 
curity for the expense and trouble, 
demanded the city of Sluys.' The 
first detachment of troops, under com- 
mand of Colonel Vander Tympel, was, 
however, hardly on its way, before an 
alarm was felt among the Catholic 
party at this practical alliance with 
the rebel Prince. An envoy, named 
Ottingen, was despatched to Zealand, 
bearing a letter &om the estates of 
Haiuault, Brabant, and Flanders, coun- 
termanding the request for troops, and 
remonstrating categorically upon the 
subject of religion and loyalty.® Orange 
deemed such tergiversation paltry, but 
controlled his anger. He answered the 
letter in liberal terms, for he was 
determined that by no fault of his 
should the great cause be endangered. 
He reassured the states as to the pro- 
bable behaviour of his troops. More- 
over, they had been already admitted 
into the city, while the correspondence 
was proceeding. The matter of the 
psalm-singing was finally arranged to 
the satisfaction of both parties, and it 
was agreed that Niewport, instead of 

1 Bor, ix. 716. « Ibid, 

« See the letter in Bor, ix. 716, 717. Com- 
pare Oroou V. Prinst., Archives, etc., 4ii0, 
421. 

* liCtter of Prince of Orange, in Bor, ix. 
716, 717. 
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Sluys, should be given to the Prince 
as security.'' 

The siege of the citadel was now 
pressed vigorously, and the delibeiA- 
tions of the congress were opened 
under the incessant roar of cannon. 
While the attack was thus earnestly 
maintained upon the important castle 
of Ghent, a courageous effort was made 
by the citizens of Maestricht to wrest 
their city from the hands of the Span- 
iards. The Grerman garrison having 
been gained by the buighers, the com- 
bined force rose upon the Spanish 
troops, and drove them from the city.* 
Mont^occa, the commander, was ar- . 
rested and imprisoned, but the triumph 
was only temporary. Don Francis 
d'Ayala, Montesdocca's lieutenant, 
made a stand, with a few companiea^ 
in Wieck, a village on the opposite 
side of the Meuse, and connected with 
the city by a massive bridge of stone.^ 
From this point he sent information 
to other commanders in the neighbour- 
hood. Don Ferdinand de Toledo soon 
arrived with several hundred troops 
from Dalem. The Spaniards, eager to 
wipe out the disgrace to their arrne^ 
loudly demanded to be led back to the 
city. The head of the bridge, however, 
over which they must pass, was de- 
fended by a strong battery, and the citi- 
zens were seen clustering in great num- 
bers to defend their firesides against a 
foe whom they had once expelled. To 
advance across the bridge seemed cer- 
tain destruction to the little force. 
Even Spanish bravery recoiled at so 
desperate an undertaking, but un- 
scrupulous ferocity supplied an expedi- 
ent where courage was at fault. There 
were few fighting men present among 
the population of Wieck, but there 
were many females. Each soldier was 
commanded to seize a woman, and, 
placing her before his own body, to 
advance across the bridge.^^ The co- 
lumn, thus bucklered, to the shame of 
Spanish chivalry, by female bosomi^ 



6 Bor, ix. 717. • Ibid., ix. 717, 718. 

^ Bor, ubi sup. — Compare Groen v. Prixuit. 
Archives, etc., 420, 421. Meteren, vi. 108. 

8 Strada, viii. 416. Hoofd, xi. 4M. 

9 Strada, Hoofd, ubi sup. 
^0 Strada, viiL 416. 
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ved in good order toward xXm Imt- 

tery. Theaoldiers levelled tlieir mue- 

keUwith steady dm aver the ahoulders 

or imder the anus of the women wliom 

they thus held before thetn,^ On tlie 

-.other hand, the citLxeiis dsLred not dis-^ 

kchu^e their cauaon at their own towna^ 

■"Ifijmenj among whes^i numbflra many 

reoignised mutherB, Qisteris, or wives,* 

Tht liattery wna soon takeit^ while at 

' Alouzo Var;gnflj who hod 

iD.ee from the land side 

"■■^, ..........f^ ^.r.;n the l^ssek gate, 

mw entered the city at the head of 
a hmd of tiavalry. Maestricht wa« re- 
Mveied, and an indiscnminate ilaitgh- 
ter inataRtJy avenged its temporary 
luaiv Tha piunileriiigf itabbing^ dro^ii- 
mg, bumjngj n^\nahing| were bo dread- 
M iliat, in the words ol a oontempn- 
nry historian, '* the burgherfl who had 
aicSipad the light bnd reason to think 
tJumselvea leiia fortunate than tbose 
who had died with arme in their 

TMa was the lc»t of Maeatricht on the 

I Sffth of October. It was. tDHtioctively 

^It to he the precursar of fre^h dia- 

s«tpi^. Vagiie, incoherent, but widely- 

^iiflBeminated nimoure, had long pointed 

tfl Antwerp and its dangerotifi fiituatiDn. 

^ ' lirds, foiled in their views 

okj bad recently avowed an 

I .ivenging themselves in tbe 

': capital They bad waited 

:4 b and aocumulated Htrength 

iUciij^ Such a trifling city a^ Aloat 

misi ao longer «;ontent their cupidity, 

' |p Antwerp there waa gold enough 

i gather icg. There was reaflon for 

of the InhabitaDtSj for the 

/ kmging of their enemy. Pit>\3a- 

R dty in Chriatendom could at that 

* r with Antwerp in wealth and 

Its merchantfl lived in regal 

(md luxury, in its numerous 

^mbe wBj-ehouaes were the treasur^a 

tilime. Still serving as the 

K entrepot of the world's traffic, 

fcabatittne capital was the centre 

Rbt commeroial syetem which waa 

I *^a k> he superseded by a larger in- 

"^ mwl life. In the midat o£ the 



migeriee whteh tlW%dtig b«en nun- 
log upon ihe ITefcberlandB, the Htiitely 
and egotiitlcal city a^enied to have 
token stronger root» and to fionnah 
more freshly than ever. It was not 
wonderful that ita palwom and its nm- 
gazineft, glittering with aplmidciiu', nud 
bur^ng with treasure, sboiild aron^ie 
the avidity of a reckless and famiiihing 
soldiery. Had not a handful of war* 
riora of their own race rifled the golden 
Indies ? Had not their fathers^ few in 
numberj strong in courage and diA- 
oipline, revelled in the plunder of a 
new world ? Here were the Indies in 
a single city,^ Here were gold and 
^Uver^ pearls and djamondsj ready and 
portable r the precioua fruit dropping; 
ripened, from the bough. Waa it to 
be tolerated that base, pacido burghers 
abeuld monopolise the treasure by 
which a band of heroes might be en- 
riched? 

A ^nge of coming evil dlifueed 
itself through the atmosphere. The 
air seemed lurid with tlie impending 
storm ; for the situation was one of 
j>eculiar horror. The wealthiest <3ty 
in Ohriatendom by at the mercy of 
the i^trongeat f ajstness in the world ; a 
cafitle which had been built to ciuh, 
not to protect the town. It wna now 
inhabited by a hood of brigands, out- 
lawetd by government, strong in dis- 
cipline, furious from penury, reckless 
by habit^ desperate in circumi^tance— 
a crow which feared not God, nor man, 
nor Devil The palpitating quarry lay 
eitpecting houriy the ewoop of its 
trained tmd pitileaa enemy ; for the re^ 
hellions aokbers were now in a thorough 
etate of dificipline. f^ancho d'Avila, caa- 
tellan of the citadel^ was recognised m 
the chief of the whole mutiny, the 
army and the mutiny beiDg now (me. 
The baiid;r entrenobed at Aloet, were 
upon tbe best poBsible understanding 
with their hrethrea in the citade^ 
and accepted without hesitation the 
arrangements of their superior. Oa 
the Bide of the Scheld, opposite Ant- 
werp, a fortification had been thrown 
up by Don Saueho's orders, and held 



_ — , it 725.— Cotflpfljre Btnida, Hoofd, 
m tfiip, li^tcron, vt i(^. 



s Btradji, viii* 416. 

* * ' qneate Indio d'una eittS/— Bcnti- 

vQglio^ iiL, ml. 
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by Jiiliim R&meTi>, Lier, Breda^ aa well 
SM Alo&ty were likewifle reatiy to throw 
their rainf or cements infco the cit^lel 
at s. mo mentis warning. Afc the dgrjal 
of their chief, the iiiiited bands might 
sweep from theJr iraijreguable caatle 
■with ^ diigle ijiipulBe.^ 

The oity cried aloud for help^ for 
it hM become obvioue thai tui attnck 
might be hourly expected. Meantime 
an attempt, nitule by Don Si*ncho 
d*Avila tri tatuper with the Geniifiti 
tportps ^tatirjued within the walls, was 
more thnn partially HueeessfuL The 
farces were comTDanded by Colonel 
Van Ende and Count Oberstein* Van 
Ende, a crafty traitor to hm eonntryj 
desired no Wtber than to join the 
f. urn tiny on ho promiHing an occasion, 
sod hlfl ioldiers shared his s^ntimentis. 
Ohersteinj a brare but blundering Ger- 
raan, waa drawn into the net of treflt- 
chery'* by the adroitneeis of the Spae- 
iard and the effrontery of Ids comrade. 
On the nigbt o! the 29th of Oetober, 
Mf-WwJIdered and half -drunk, he 
signed a treaty with Sancbo d'Ayila^ 
and the three colo^^els — Fruggefj 
FrondBbBq^er, and Polwiller. By this 
tmlnoky docnmentj which wa», of 
conwet eubecribed also by Van Ende^ 
itwai agreed that the Antwerit bur- 
ghers should be forthwith disarmwi: 
that their weapons should be aetit into 
the citadel j that Oberetein Hhould 
hold the city at the di&poaition of 
Sanebo d'Avila ■ that be should refuse 
admittimce to all troops whicb might 
be went into the city, excepting by 
command of Don Saneho, and thiit be 
fiho^tld dodine compliatice with any 
ctdctB which he might receiTe from in- 
dividuala caliing themselTes the cMnun- 
cil of state, the atateB-geneTal, or the 
Oatatea of Brabant, Thia treaty woe 
signed , niorcoTerj by Dtm Jeronimo 
de Boda, then eetiinbllebed in the cita- 
del, and claiming to reprca^tit eiclu- 
Biv«Iy his Majt?ety s govemm^ni* 

Hardly hiul tbia arrangement been 
concladed than the Count aaw the 
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I tnip into which h« had fallen. Witi 
' out intending to do «o, he had 1 
the city at the nsercy of its im \ Vu 
the only remedy whioh eyggetied itl 
to ilia mind waa an internal revokf" 
not to Ie^p hi9 promises. The \ 
gher^ were wiffered to retidn iW 
arms, wbile, on the other hrttii3. I'm 
Sancho lost no titne in deffpaiiohi^| 
meeaages t'j Alost, t-*.i Lier, to Br< ' 
and eTtjn to MAestricbt, that as la?^ i 
force as possible might be* a^emblai 
for the purpose of breaidng iniffl 
diately th« trealy c*f peace which I 
had jufit conduded. Never 
solemn doonment regnrde*! with I 
perfectly hod faith by all ita flign«9 1 
the ac^ud of the 2&th of Octffber, 

TluTtj days after wanh*.. a large forofr 
of Walloons and GermauH waa d<^ 
spatched from Bnia^ela to tho as^ft^ 
anc8 of Antwerp. The command ^A 
these troopa waa entrueted to the M«^ 
quia of Mavn^^ whose brother, th* 
Duke of Aerachot, had been reci^tlr 
ftppt)iiitefl chief Huperintendent w 
military atfiur» Ijy the deputie*^ -n =*-»«, 
bled at Ghent* The misoell 
duties comprehended undef this 
TagTie denomination did not pen 
Duke to take charge of tb<5 ^itt • 
in peraon, and his youngti ' 
still more i»com|>eteist 
fdantial character, was ac' 
pointed to the i>o0t A 
young men of high m^k, b ^ * 
ably low capacity, woire At^b 
with Mm. Foremost afantiL' 
was PhiUp, Count of Egn? 
who had inherited fow 
brated father's qiuilit^'- 
cc^untge and a love i • i 
In character and g 
waaljeneath mediocrity, 
were the reckless but i 
13.6%®, who had exi 
d*itnt against the > 
Berselen, De Capre.?, ... ... . m^m.^*, -. . 

others^ aJl vaguely deairous nf oxMm*^ 
ing distinction in thos«» turbid (nitt$flM4 
but few of them having a^y |K»tBiciI 



]f efidota, XT. 303, nqq. 
> Bcjr. ix. 727, nqq. 
" Ibiri. eram, XL iSli, 45(J. 
^ Bee tha AiUqI^s iu Bor^ ix« T38«— Cem* 



sqq. Stfttdji. vfij, 417^ 
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or religioiui ooBviotioBB, and none of 
them poRHaflBiBg experienoe or influ- 
flsoe enough to render them useful at 
the inmending criak.^ 

On Friday mornings the 2d of No- 
?embcT,* the troopB appeared under 
the walk of Antwerp. They consisted 
of twenty-three companies of infantry, 
and fourteen of cavsJry, amounting to 
in thonaand foot and twelve hundred 
hone. They were nearly all Walloons, 
•oldiexs who had already seen much 
active service, but unfortunately of a 
nee warlike and fiery indeed, but upon 
whfme Bteadin€S3 not much more de- 
pendence could be placed at that day 
dian in the age of Civilia. Champagny, 
Inother of Qranvelle, was Qovemor of 
the city. He was a sincere Catholic, 
hat a stiU more sincere hater of the 
Spiiuaida. He saw in the mutiny a 
BMoa of accomplishing their expul- 
aon, and had aheady offered to the 
Djinoe of Orange his eager co-opera- 
tion towasda this result. In other 
natters there could be but small sym- 
pathy between William the Silent and 
the Cardinal's brother, but a common 
hatred united them, for a time at least, 
ia a oommon purpose. 

When the troops first made their 
i^jfeaianee before the walls, Cham- 
pagny was unwilling to grant them 
•dmittanoe. The addle-brained Ober- 
item had confessed to him the enor- 
■OOB blunder which he had committed 
b hia midnight treaty, and at the same 
^ time ingenuously confessed his inten- 
tios of sending it to the winds.' The 



J had extorted from his dullness 
«r his drunkenness a promise which 
hia mature and sober reason could not 
•onaider binding. It is needless to 
■Vthat Champagny rebuked him for 
%Bing, and s^plauded him for break- 
h^ ^ treaty. At the same time, its 
fa effiaets were already seen in the dis- 
Muioiis which existed among the Ger- 
ttB to>ops. Where all had been 
ianimed with, and where the corn- 
had set the example of infi- 



>Bar, iz. 728, 720. Cabrera, zi. SdS. 
IbDdoBak zv. 313. MetereD, vi 100. 

< Bor, iz. 728. Meteren, vi. 109. Hoofd, 
iL 457, and not the 8d of October, as stated 
brlSmdozBL, zv. 813, and by Cabrera, zi. 
to, following Hendoza. 



delity, it would have been strange if 
all had hekl firm. On the whole, 
however, Oberstein thought he could 
answer for his own troops. Upon Van 
Ende's division, although the crafty 
colonel dissembled his real intentions, 
very little reliance was placed. "* Thus 
there was distraction within the walls. 
Among those whom the bui^bers had 
been told to consider their defenders, 
there were probably many who were 
ready to join with their mortal foes at 
a moment's warning. Under these 
circumstances, Champagny hesitated 
about admitting these fresh troops 
frhm Brussels. He feared lest the 
Germans, who knew themselves doubt- 
ed, might consider themselves doomed. 
He trembled lest an irrepressible out- 
break should occur within the walls, 
rendering the immediate destruction 
of the city by the Spaniards from 
without inevitable. Moreover, he 
thought it more desirable that this 
auxiliary force should be disposed at 
different points outside, in order to 
intercept the passage of the numerous 
bodies of Spaniards and other muti- 
neers, who, from various quarters, 
would soon be on their way to the 
citadel. Havrd, however, was so i>er- 
emptory, and the burghers were so 
importunate, that Champagny was 
obliged to recede from his opposition 
before twenty-four hours had elapsed. 
Unwilling to take the responsibility of 
a farther refusal, he admitted the 
troops through the Burgherhout gate, 
on Saturday, the 3d of November, at 
ten o'clock in the morning.'' 

The Marquis of Havrd, as com- 
mander-in-chief, called a council of 
war. It assembled at Count Ober- 
stein's quarters, and consulted at fii'st 
concerning a bundle of intercepted 
letters which Havrd had brought with 
him. These constituted a correspon- 
dence between Sancho d'Avila with 
the heads of the mutiny at Alost, and 
many other places. The letters were 
all dated subsequently to Don Sancho' a 

» Bor. ix. 729. Hoofd, xi. 457. 

* Ibid., ix. 729, sqq. Ibid., xi, 457, sqq. 
—Compare Strada, viii. 117; Mendoza, xv. 
813. Cabrera, xi. 863, et al. 

6 Bor, ix. 729. Hoofd, zi. 457. Meteren, 
vLUO. 
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trap infctJ which h^ hz^. ' 
out inteadibg j. 
the dty at tL.' 
tha only r^!med^ 
to hh uiiiid vfi' 
not to keep In 
ghers wete .?i. 
armhL, while, tj 
Saticho lopt u 

and ^rcpr ' 
forci 
for T; 
diiit^ ^ i 

hrtd I ■ 




by Julian Roitlefo, Itier, Broda^ as well 
a& Mmt^ were likewise ready to throw 
their reiuforcemetita into the citadel 
at a mouietit*!* warning. At the digri^l 
of their chief, th^ united Wtids miji^ht 
aw<3ep froTiiL their impregiiahld <s[i«tle 
with a Bingle impulse.^ 

The city cried aloud for help; for 
it hiul "becoi^Eie obvioue that an attiivck: 
BfiTght be hourly e^ipecled, Meimtime 
an attempt J matie by Don Sancho 
d'Ayi]!! to tamper with the German 
troops atitioued within the walK waa 
more than pcLrtiaUy Bucc^aafnL The 
forces were commanded bj Colonel 
V.-vn Ende and Oownt Oberatein. Van 
Endc^ a crafty traitor to hia country, 
doaired no hotter than to join the 
irmtiny on ho promiBitig an oocaaion, 
and hjs aohlieis ahnred his sentiments, 
Oberstein, a braye but bhmdering Qev 
man, was drawn into the net of trea- 
chery'' by the aitroitn^fl of tho Spim- 
iard and the effrontery of his comiailfl, 
OiT the night of tbe 29th of Oofcober, 
half 'bewildered and balfdmnfe, bt 
signed a trcftty with Sancho d'AviU * 
and the three cologeU -^ Krukr 
Frondfiberger, and Pol wilier. By r 
unlucky document^ which wat: 
course, subscribed alao by Ym 
it was agreed that the Autv.. . 
ghera ahoidd be forthwith i. 
tliat their weapons ah nuii'i > 
the citadeU that 01' 
brjld the city at thi- 
Saacho iJ'Avila; that h 
atlmittanoe to all trooj 
be sent into the city, 
command of Don S*tifii 
should decline comp] i ■ < 
orders whioh be mi t:li! > 
dividuals calhng th-" 
eii of atate. the - 
estatei^ of Bralxvri 
sigtied, moreovi?! 
de Roda, then ey 
del, and claiming 
eively his Majesty - 

Hardly had tlii 
concluded than ^i 

MendoKAp ^^. ^^^r -'■■ 
8 Bar, ix^ V-^. 
a Iblri. H.. 
*&ee the Aj 
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— >-t.lrf had 

.': rlit-in, and 

:'.L.':iinat the 

Ivir-»1^ were 

. ■ ramfiart had 

: nt many "rital 

".-!it.".l waggon was 

■.rni'K'e to the im- 

-iji!? lit'gums. This 

■ est the city dear. 

■ -ve was a council held 

■ ,u:irtera. Nearly all 

■']-t.-ction9 had been ne- 

ii:iii desired that strong 

-lii'tild be posted during 

- ir v:u-iuiis places of security 

■ iT.'kirtR of the town, for the 

»viiJL]i were expected to arrive 

L.i ).»died at the citadel from 

- I>i!it;4, might have thus been 

ueiifre reaching their destina- 

Nut even scouts had been sts^ 

iu aiitticient numbers to obtain 

.-itiou of what was occurring 

^ A thick mist hung over the 

at eventful morning. Through 

ost impenetrable veil, bodies of 

ad been seen moving into the 

and the tramp of cavalry had 

istincUy heard, and the troops 

lero, Vargas, Oliveira, and Valdez, 

ready aniTed from Lier, Breda, 

icht, and from the forts on the 

whole available force in the city 
lutered without delay. Havi% 
imfld for his post the defence 
linM opponte the dtadel, the 



;:i--- f resTv^nsTonity and hon-ir, 

j-i-iv the whvlc >j«jdy of Waiioita w-sre 

1 suti' lie*!, ^.«e^her with a teis- c-.n.- 

iiiiie-j •>! Geni.:*ns. The raznwry. is 

V state* 1. were fir fpim impn*:. v.-!*. 

!.!> }-!it it wijB L.-p>ed that tiJ* 1:t:l^ 

■ :!. niuij^art of ax tho-j^and r::en. sXaz.'1- 

. . !i'' inff '*n their own *:-iI. and in fr ■z.z 

.]r..^ •.■!' the tine^ides and alti^Ds of zLslr 

'v '.y i.'wn counrryiiien. wouM prove a =ui£- 

cit-nt bulwu-k even agaiiLst Sp;3Ai.<>a 

fury. Unhappily, the livinz bajrrifcr 

proved more frail than thn: ierrbi-s 

breaet-work which the hac/ia ci 'tj'ir* 

chers and women had ocQiArict^d. six 

iLousand men wcnr diapered al-jii^ the 

side *A the city -ip p-j-srlte the ijTZnse. 

The bulk of the G<:n£:an tr'X/pa waa aiir 

tioced at diJerent i»i&t<! on the i-'i^r* 

central streets and v^'^ar^n. Tl.9 

. cavalry wa<t p^j«rced on the fj^y^xiui 

side uf the ci^y. along the H^jnt^ 

'. maxket. and fronting tL* •' X ew-t..,TnL" 

The stars were still in the eky when 

Giampagny g..t on honx:W:k and 

rode thr^-jui'h the istreetfl, callii:^ on 

the burghers Xaj arrzi and aiw^u.ol«: a^ 

different points TL^ prl^^^ij/^l \ijtf>iA 

oi rendezvof^ were the C**.*le-r.'-ia:krt 

and the Exchange. He r^xie along tL« 

lines of the Walloon reg:rrient«, c/>tj- 

veraing with the oiceru, KgT.r.or.t, be 

Heze, and others, and encouraging the 

men, and went ag^in u# the Fe^icing 

Court, where he p«oint«d the Ciiknn'yTi 

with his own hand, and ordered their 

first dlKharge at the fortr^M. Tb«nK« 

he rode to the end of the b^.iln «: e*t, 

where he diomountcd and walk^^l '>*;t 

upK>n the edge of the ekfplanade whl':a 

stretched between the city ajj'; ti.^ 

castle. On tLia bav.ie-yr/ir*'! a o/r/-- 

bat was even tLen 'yyr^rrij.g r/i^.7i-*:<trj % 

band of burghers and a r«:</.T.ry.>,.-„'.;r 

j>arty from the ci^wiel, CL4.v.jAyr.y 

■ saw with Batii!:Vt:',n that tr-e Auv 

werpers wer«: T:c*,orio^;.%. Thfri- wer's 

• skirinishing well with their dJ!/;!;/i!fj«/i 

' foe, whom rLey at iwr, >>e*t (A/:k Vf 

the citadel Hiis H7L^^.*itt!''^\ eye »*■/.■, 

however, that the ret.-eat wju o;iiy 

the eigiial i'.r a gerj#;raJ orutUiig;.*., 

. which was v/ni y* V»itf»v ; arjd \m 
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.. -lUl. " L">ve y.^jT f-::rr..:-r-j." and 
.:• -,• htio f.ioe of tLv M : 1-.. wex'e 
• -in: 10 in mi ln.-iVc:. ; i. aecriU 
'. iiii'ii mii;ht cauft*. f» -L '. .r: in the 
. 'j'liis of hell. The:: '. .r: .rlsous 
•• 'iK'hiiUHl. they swe: t : r-r.-.ri to 
•lu' i-iry. Three th-.-V.:. ". -^^ .imrils, 
iinlor thoir Klett«-., wt-:-. : • ^-vt-r vy 
r ho St root ( »f Saint Z'...'.. .-.'.: the 
(Jonnans. ami the rtr?:: »::. '.-.r f the 
Siuuiish ftiut, CDiinnaii':-. '. • y L i-ero, 
through that of Siimt G- -rA-. '.LiUi- 
iia^Tiy saw thorn coiiii.-ij. '-.:.•:: s . .ke 
a last -word of eiicountu'T ----:;: :.• the 
Walloons. The next ::. :....-::: the 
ooiniMict mass struck tii*. "■.. -rivr. as 
tlie thumlorbolt dc*.-'.-'?i.'".- i: zi\ the 
cloud. There was bCMv-r-'v .^tr'-Tirle. 
The Walloons, not v.u::::.,' t^• 1 .ok 
Ihoh* enemy hi the f-v:-:. .-."• \iA .ut'd 
tin* postri which they h-il iL«rLL--lve3 
claimed. The .Si»;iniar..l^ crashed 
through the bulwark, a- tl o^h 
it had been tt wall «.: t:!;..?^. The 
Klt'tto was first !>.• n:":p,t the ram- 
i»ut: the nvxt insfu-t he was ahA 
ilei'l while his f«»li-.i\vtr>. v.iiilNTn.'iyid, 
>;-raii^' ..ver hi.- b...<iy. aii'l i--'.ire«l ilitu 
tiiv street'. The iita'' _::.v-. .hie to 
*.::..i':ity uvA earcl^.•.-••'li^-^s. k-t in the 
-■ -v.-. .::•.*•. t:'i'\ i.'hiiii{i.i»n.y. Mviiig 
::. .; :lv vneii.ies Lj>1 i.ll er-.-.-tfil liie 
:::rr. I-k.: el ■.•vcr a frur»ien wall, 
■ .--r ' tLr.'ijli a h ••;-?e int" .-i narr.'W 
'. i-..'. ..:: '. ''i.^iiji: :^. tin- ne;«r«^>: station 
: :..: .-•::.-.:. :.••••:.*. H:.>!=ly c;!- 
i^.-.i-j .. -:.-.l1: : :vt! h- ].-i th^-in ia 
•. :- :. : ::.v :-.r.u-. Ti:- ( Jo.'-iKaflS 
: _:.: v. .. 1.. .".■.•.•". wtll. '}•:*. ibev co'ud 
!. ::v. :..:_..:. ::.r c :r sj^ ' ' ^^* ^*^' 
1 : « .• ■ .,'.'. V . :r :. w ::: i:l: irtiv^t. 



•;•.: ..v.i.:v. ::.:.::.:l.r« 
:••. — :v. ii'. i.i'P.n, 



be 



. • •.»• ■•.•./.•'■C!l\0 

. i\ .1 vc:..Mr 1* 
•,. M-:. . .1. i-v. 

:.: i i. li.T, is. 
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In Tain Champagny stormed among 

them ; in vain he strove to rally their 

broken ranks. With his own hand 

he seized a bamier from a retreating 

ensign,^ and called upon the nearest 

BoldierB to make a stand against the 

foa It was to bid the flying clouds 

pause before the tempest. Tom, 

nroken, aimless, the scattered troops 

vhiiled through the streets before 

the pursuing wrath. Champagny, not 

yet despairiiig, galloped Mther and 

tiotiher, calling upon the bui^hers 

efBryn^ere to rise in defence of their 

homes, nor did he call in vain. They 

wne forth from every place of ren- 

dnroosy from every alley, from every 

house. They fought as men fight to 

dafend their hearths and altars, but 

vkat eould individual devotion avail, 

wnst the compact^ disciplined, re- 

■irtoBO mass ci their foes ? The order 

cf difenoe was broken, there was no 

^stoi, no concert, no rallying point, 

10 authority. So soon as it was 

Jnoim that the Spaniards had Grossed 

fte nimpart, that its six thousand 

Menders were in full retreat, it was 

iwfifcable that a panic should seize 

Tbsbr entrance once effected, the 
%imsh force had separated, according 
to pfevious arrangement, into two 
^Bfinons, one half charging up the 
kqg street of Saint Michael, the other 
ionbig its way through the street of 
flttnt Joris.^ '* Santiago, Santiago ! 
&|«&a, EspaAa ! ^ sangre, ^ came, d 
iMJi^ i sacco ! " Saint James, Spain, 
Iwi, flesh, fire, sack ! ! — such were 
fte hideous ones which rang through 
mtrj quarter of the city, as the savage 
Iflris advanced.^ Van Ende, with his 
Chnum troops, had been stationed by 
the Karquis of Havr^ to defend the 
flnifc Joris gate, but no sooner did 
fte fi^aniards usder Vargas present 
tknHelres, than he deserted to them 
JHtantljwith his whole force.'' United 
vifli the Spanish cavalry, these traitor- 
ov defenders of Antwerp dashed in 

X Ifetereii, vL 110«. Hoofd, 461. 
« Hoofd, xL 461. 

s Ibid., xL 461. Mendoza. zv. 816. 
* Brantome, Hommes lUnstxieB, etc., ii 
HML IfendoKa, xv. 816. 



pursuit ci those who had only ]>een 
faint-hearted. Thus the burghers saw 
themselves attacke^l liy many of their 
friends, deserted >jy more. Whom 
were thev to trust ? Nevertheless, 
Obersteins Germans were Vjrave and 
faithful, resisting tfj the last, and dying 
every man in his harness.* The tide 
of battle flowed hither and thither, 
through everj' street and narrow lane. 
It poured along the magnifioent Place 
de Meer, where there was an ol^stinate 
oontcst. In fn^int of the famous Ex- 
change, where, in i>eaceful hours, five 
thousand merchants ^ met daily, to 
arrange the c^>mmercial affairs of 
Christendom, there was a determined 
rally, a savage slaughter. The citizens 
and faithful Germans, in this broader 
space, made a stand against their pur- 
suers. The tesselatc^ marble pave- 
ment, the graceful, cloister-like arcades 
ran red with blood. The ill-armed 
burghers face^l their enemies clad in 
complete panoply, but they crjuld only 
die for their homes. The massacre at 
this point was enormous, the resistance 
at last overcome.* 

Meantime, the Spanish cavalry had 
deft its way through the city. On the 
side farthest remove<l from the castle, 
along the Horse-market, opp^>site the 
New-town, the states dragoons and the 
light horse of Be^'eren had been posted, 
and the flying masses of pursuers and 
pursued 8wei)t at last through this 
outer circle. Champagny was already 
there. He essayed, as his last hope, 
to rally the cavalry for a final stand, 
but the effort was fruitless. Alreafly 
sdzed by the panic, they had attempted 
to rush from the city through the gate 
of Eeker. It was locked; they then 
turned and fled towards the Red-gate, 
where they were met face to face by 
Don Pedro Tassis, who charged upon 
them with his dragoons. Retreat 
seemed hopeless. A horseman in com- 
plete armoiu', with lance in rest, was 
seen to leap from the parapet of the 
outer wall into the moat below, 

» Hoofd, xi. 461. Mendoza, xv. 816. 
« Bor, ix. 780. Hoofd, xi. 465. 
» Guicciardini. Belg. Dcst-ript. 
8 Hoofd, xi. 460-466. IJor, ix. 731. Men- 
doza, XV. 816. Meteren, vi. 110. 
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wlienuB, still ott korsebEick, he cacELpe^:! 
with 1 1 f e. Few were ao fortunate. TL e 
confu^sed raob of fugitivea and can* 
querore^ Spania^^k, Walloons, Ger- 
inana, burghers^ struggling, Bhouting, 
Btriking. curaiisg, dpngj swayed liither 
and thither like a stormy Be«L Along 
the fipociouB Horae-marlteti the fugi- 
tives !l^ otiward towards the quaya. 
Many fell beneath the awords of Uie 
Spanittrdi*, numbers were trodden to 
death by tht? hooh of hDrseu, still 
greater multitudes were hunted into 
the beheld. Champagny, wbo had 
thought it poHsible, oven at the last 
moraent, to niEiko a stand in the New- 
town, and to fortify the Palace of the 
Hanaaj saw bimaelf deserted. With 
great daring and preaence of mind, he 
effiBcted hk escape to the fleet of the 
Ptince of Orange in the river. * The 
Harquifl of Havr4 of whom no deede 
of valour on that eventful day have 
l>eeii reoordedt was equally succein^fuL 
The unlucky Oberetein, attempting to 
leap into a boat, miBaed hii footing, 
&nd, opprefised by the weight of his 
armoiu-t waa drowned.* 

Meantime^ while the abort Novem- 
ber day wa£ fast declining, the combat 
etill raged in the interior of the city. 
Yarioufi currents of conSict, forcing 
^eir sepajate way through many 
itreeta, had ikt last mingled in the 
Orajide Piatt. Around tms irregular, 
not very spaeiotie square^ etood the 
gorgeous H5tel de Ville, and the tall, 
many storied, fantastically gabled, 
richly deeor&ted palaoeB of the guilds. 
Here a long struggle took place. It 
was terminated lor a time by the 
cavalry of Vargaa, who, arriving 
through the atreeta of Saint Jori^i, 
acoompaiiied by the traitor Yan Ende^ 
ohai^gcd deoiaivtdy into the mi^l^. The 
masses were broken, but multitudes of 
anned men found refuge in the build- 
ings, and every houee became a fortress. 
From every window and balcony a hot 
fire wfis poured into the a^mare, a«j pent 

IBor. ix* rat Hooid, xL 403. Roc?, 
d'Ar^tophUe* Mondom, jtv, 330. C&brera, 

a Ibid, rbid MtmdtsKJi. iv. 3 IS. 

» Hoofd, xi. 4tSZ, Mend^vBi, xt, 31 S. 
BtimUw TiiL 41!^.— Aetiordiiig to Mcttrea (yl 
XJjQ) Ui0 wholfi town was on £rLV ^md nv9 



in a comer, the buT^hers itood >^ l»s* 
at bay. It was difSctilt to csafiy ti« | 
houses by storm, but they were i 
set on fire. A large number of vuitks | 
and other variety had accompanitd tba I 
Spaniards from Uie citadel, btiaCT 1 
torches and kindling materialB for tli« 1 
express purpose of firing the towa, ] 
With great dexterity, thaae 
were now applied, and in a briel in* 1 
terval, the City-hall and other edifieet < 
on the s<|uare were in fiamea. The 
conflagration spread with rapidity, 
hovise after house, street after atrwt, 
taking fire. Nearly a thousaid buOd- 
ingiij in the most splendid and wea 
quarter of the city, were! ioon 
blaxe^ and multitudes of human beiagi 
were bume<l with them.* In the Cits 
hall many wore consumed, while oti 
leaped from the windows to renew t 
combat below. The many tortao 
streets which led down a slight descettl 
from the rear of the Town-house to tlie 
quays were all one raet. coniagr?iti'^r< 
On the other aide, the magiii 
cathedral, separated from the i^ 
Piaes by a single row of tnn V 
waa lighted up^ but not attac^k 
the flamca. The tall spire c 
gig^Lntic shadow aci*oss th^ lit-* 
perate confiict. In the Btrcc>t 
the Cmial ait Sii>CT<[, uuinediat>^ 
hind the Town-bouae, there 
fierce struggle, a horrible mi 
A crowd of burghers, grave l. , 
ti-ates, and such of the Gen 
diersas remained olive, still con 
the ferocious vSpaniards, T^v- 
the flaming desolation, (> 
reyck, the heroic margrave 
fought with the energy of hiitrt^ n 
despair. The bui]gom.'iflter, Va 
Meere, lay dead at hi^ feet; 
soldiers, citizens, fell fast arou 
and he sank at laat upon a ' 
slain. With him eSectual re&iaucoe' 
ended. The i^maimng coml^'^t*^"'^ 
were butchered, or were slowly 
downward to perish in the V 




buTidrod hDUJM» enttruly ooneumiKt. A room- 
ing to the tumtampaTwy tiumiui£>iii(i>t of l^ 

Weordt, who waa a aitiT'^'' ■■* ^ ■ '-" -rr., -*» 
thou^md bQiifies wotq 1 ' . ; . 

— Chn>nykjo oft Jouma!' 

* Mgiidofia, XV. 310l li^.. t^ ,^^, iiwi-% 
xi. %m. 
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Women, children, old men, were killed 
in countiesB nimiberB, and still, through 
an this haToc, directly over the heads 
of the struggling throng, suspended in 
mid-air above tbe din and smoke of 
the conflict^ there sounded, every half- 
qaarter of every hour, as if in gentle 
mockery, from the belfry of the cathe- 
dral, the tender and melodious chimes. 
Never was there a more monstrous 
miBBacre, even in the blood-stained 
history of the Netherlands. It was 
eitimated that, in the course of this 
and the two following days, not less 
than eight thousand human beings 
were murdered^ The Spaniards seem- 
ed to cast off even the vizard of hu- 
manity. Hell seemed emptied of its 
fiends. Night fell upon the scene be- 
fore the soldiers were masters of the 
,«ity; but worse horrors began after 
the contest was ended This army of 
Irigands had come thither with a defi- 
nifce, practical purpose, for it was not 
hbod-thirst, nor lust, nor revenge, 
iriuch had impelled them, but it was 
tvuice, greediness for gold. For gold 
they had waded through all this blood 
md fire. Never had men more simpli- 
eity of ptirpose, more directness in its 
execution. They had conquered their 
bdia at last; its gold mines lay all 
hefore them, and every sword should 
open a shaft. Riot and rape might be 
deferred; even murder, tiiough con- 
genial to their taste, was only sub- 
ndiaiy to their business. They had 
eome to take possession of the city's 

1 This is the estimate of Mendoza ; viz. , 

two thousand five hundi'cd slain with the 

iword, aud double that number burned and 

drowiMd. — XV. 817. Cabrera puts the figures 

It seven thousand and upwards. — xi. 865^. 

fior and Huofd give the same number of 

dead bodies, actually found in the streets — 

yiz-t two thousand five hundred ; and esti- 

uting the drowned at as many more, leave 

tile number of the burned to conjecture. 

Mstenm (vi. 110), who on all occasions seeks 

to dimiuish the number of his countrymen 

aiajn in battle or massacre, while he mag- 

idflefl the losB of his opponents, admits that 

fimn four to five thousand were shiin; 

adding, however, that but fifteen hundred 

bodies were found, which wore all buriud 

t(^gether in two great pits. He tiius deducts 

exactly one thousand from the number of 

counted corpses, as given by every other 

authority, Spanish or Flemish. Strada(viii. 

422) gives three thousand as the number of 

VOL. n. 
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wealth, and they set themselves faith- 
fully to accomplish their task. For 
gold, infants were dashed out of ex- 
istence in their mothers' arms; for 
gold, parents were tortured in their 
children's presence; for gold, brides 
were scourged to death before their 
husbands* eyes.* Wherever treasure 
was suspected, every expedient which 
ingenuity, sharpened by greediness, 
could suggest, was employed to extort 
it from its possessors. The fire, spread- 
ing more extensively and more rapidly 
than had been desired through the 
wealthiest quarter of the city, had un- 
fortunately devoured a vast amount of 
property. Six millions,' at least, had 
thus been swallowed; a destruction by 
which no one had profited. There 
was, however, much left. The strong 
boxes of the merchants, the gold, sil- 
ver, and precious jewellery, the velvets, 
satins, brocades, laces, and similar well 
concentrated and portable plunder, 
were rapidly appropriated. So far the 
course was plain and easy, but in pri- 
vate houses it was more difficult. The 
cash, plate, and other valuables of in- 
dividuals were not so easily discovered. 
Torture was, therefore, at once em- 
ployed to discover the hidden trea- 
sures. After all had been given, if 
the sum seemed too little, the proprie- 
tors were brutally punished for their 
poverty or their supposed dissimula- 
tion.* A gentlewoman, named Fabry,' 
with her aged mother and other females 
of the family, had taken refuge in the 



those slain with the sword — Compare De 
Thou, vii. 383-390 (1. 62). The Jetter of 
Jerome de Roda to the King, written from 
the citadel of Antwerp upon the 6th No- 
vember, when the carnage was hardly over, 
estimates the number of the slain at eight 
thousand, and one thoxisand horses. This 
authority, coming fh)m the very hour and 
si)Ot, and from a man so deeply implicated, 
may be considered conclusive — bee the 
Letter of Roda, in Bor, ix. 737, 738. 

« Bor, ix. 731, sqq. Hoofd, xi. 462, pqq. 

« Hoofd. xi. 462. Bor's estimate is three 
milhons, ix. 731. The property consumed, 
says Mcteren, was equal in value to that 
which was obtained in the plundering after- 
wards by the Koldiery. Tliis he estimates at 
more than four millions in cash, not count- 
iug jewellery and other merchandise, vi. 110. 

* Hoofd. xi. 463. 

6 Ibid.— Tho lady was grandmother of the 
historian's wife. 
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cellar of lier mrmsitin, Ab the day wm 
draw lug to a cloee, a baud i^f plunder- 
ers eJit*3red, who, after jansackirig the 
hoit&ci, det^cended to the GoUarage. 
Finding the door barred, they forced 
it opoa with gunijowder. The mother, 
wh J waa nearest tlie entroace, fell dead 
on the threshold* Stepping auroea hei- 
mangled body, the brigands sprung 
upon ber daughter, loudly demanding 
the property which they Mieved to 
be concealed. They likewise insisted 
on "being informod where the master 
of the houiio had taken refuge. Pro- 
te&tatioDS of ignorance aa to hidden 
treasure, or the whereabouts of her 
husband, who, for aught she kneWj waa 
lying dead in the «tret;tB, were of no 
aVaiL To make her more comntoni- 
cativej they hanged her on & beam in 
tiie cellar, and after a few ruonienta 
cut her down before Life waa extinck 
Still retieiving no satisfactory reply, 
where a satisfactory reply waa itnpoa- 
eible^ they hanged her again. Again, 
after another brief interval, they gave 
her a second relaise, and a fresh inter- 
iiogatory. This barbarity they repeated 
several tiniea, till they w^ere satisfied 
that there was nothing to be gained 
by itj while, on the other hand, tbey 
v^'ere losing much yalnable time. 
Hoping to be more successful else- 
where, tliey left her hanging for the 
lost time, and trooped off to fresher 
fields, Stracjge to relate, the person 
thufl horribly tortured, aurrived. A 
BeiTKot in her fomily, married to a 
Spanish soldier, providentially entered 
the house, in time to reseue her periHih' 
in^ miatre&s. She was restored to ex- 
ist L^oeei but never to reason. Her 
brain was hopelefsaly crazed, and she 
passed the remainder of her life, wan- 
dering about her hou^e, or feebly dig- 
ging in her garden for the buried trea- 
sute which she h.-vd been thus fiercely 
solicited to revetd^* 

A wedding-feast wojg rudely inter- 
rupted. Two young persons, neigh- 
bours of opulont families^ bad been 
long betrothed, and the marriage day 
hftd 1o««G ^xj&d for Sunday, the fatal 
4th of Norember. The guests were 



Dutch EepiiUw. [UTC, i 

aaaembled, the eereuQojiy ecmclttdodJ 
the nuptiad banquet iu pmgi^^f i^iea I 
the hitrrihle outi>riea in the etrwy I 
proeljtiuied that the SpiUjidrda hiil 
broken loose. Huur afUir lidur nil 
trembling ejtpeetation siicceediiti At| 
last, a thundering at the gjite 
claimed the an-ivi of a band of \ 
guilds. Preceded by their ti'iptain, I 
large number of soldiers frtr^Md tliei 
way into the house, rivabna'* ■* 
chamber, no opijouition i' 
by the family arid friend*^, ' i I 

powerless to ct>pe with thiu kui<i d 
wetl-armed ruffians. Plate chefts, 
wordrobefi, dedkS;, caskets of jewelle^, 
wiere freely offored, eagerly ajcceptdd, 
but not found sufficieut ; n-- i *-^ ^ -v.* 
the luckleea w^i^t^^hea f; 
than they posaeaaed, the u. i- 

ties were employed. The dulihera h^ 
gan by striking tlie bridegroom d^sad. 
The bride fell shrieking into ler 
mother's amis, whence she was torn 
by the murderers, who i-- '- ^i"^ i- 
put the mother to death, 
orimiuate massacre theti r 
^tiitless attemptii to oVitalu by • 
and torture treaHure which j: 
exist. The bride, who was of j 
able beauty, was carried qB 
citadel.''" Maddened by tJus l&si khi\,- 
nige, the father, who ws^i the oxlif 
man of the paity left aliFe, ni^m 
upon the Spaniards. Wresting i 
from one of the crew, the old ma. , 
with it so fiercely, that he str'^Uiiipd 
nQore than one enemy dead at his fee^ 
but it is needless to add thai he Wti 
soon despatched Meantime, whik 
the party were concluding the plmsil^t 
of the roansion, the bride wa^? 
a lonely ajjjartment at the {■ 
Without wasting time iti fruif 
mentation, she reiiylved to quit r 
which a few hours had in ' ^ 
late. She hod almost t 
hanging herself with a t-. 
chain whioh she wore, wh- 
entered the apartment. J r 
with lust, but with avarice, \cxci. 
by her charms, but by her jev. t ' 
he rescued her from Ler perUotis p'w^ 
tion, He then took poaseasl^a o{ bif 



1 Htxifd, xl. 4&!^, 4^ 



« BflT, ti. 731, noofd, xi. in. 
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chain and the other trinkets with 
which her wedding-dress was adorned, 
and caused her to be entirely stripped 
of her clothing. She was then scourged 
with rods till her beautiful body was 
bathed in blood, and at last alone, 
naked, nearly mad, was sent back into 
the city. Here the forlorn creature 
wandered up and down through the 
blazing streets, among the heaps of 
dead and djing, till she was at last put 
oat of her misery by a gang of sol- 
diers.* 

Such are a few isolated instances, 
accidentally preserved in their details, 
of the general horrors inflicted on this 
occasion. Others innumerable have 
souk into oblivion. On the morning 
of the 5th of November, Antwerp pre- 
sented a ghastly sight. The magnifl- 
oent marble Town-house, celebrated 
as a "world's wonder," * even in that 
age and country, in which so much 
i^lendour was lavished on municipal 
palaces^ stood a blackened ruin — 
&Q but the walls destroyed, while its 
aichives, accounts, and other valuable 
contents, had perished. The more 
splendid portion of the city had been 
ooQsmned; at least Ave hundred pa- 
laoes, mostly of marble or hammered 
stone, being a smouldering mass of de- 
sfcraction.' The dead bodies of those 
fatten in the massacre were on every 
side, in greatest profilsion around the 
Pbee de Meer, among the Gothic pil- 
^ of the Exchange, and in the 
Bfcreets near the Town-house. The 
Oennan soldiers lay in their armour, 
Bcnne with their heads burned from 
their bodies, some with legs and arms 
C(aisiuned by the flames through which 
they had fought.* The Margrave Go- 
«wyn Verreyck, the bui:gomaster Van 
der Meere, the magistrates Lancelot 
Van Urselen, Nicholas Van Boekholt, 
ttd other leading citizens, lay among 

» Bor. ix. 751. Hoofd, xi 465. 

• "Het walk man mocht tellen onder de 
wooderen der wereld." Address of the 
States of Bn^>ant to the States-General, in 
Bor, ix. 734. 

• Hoofd. xL 462. Meteren, vi. 110». 

• Bor, ix. 782. Hoofd, xi. 465. 
» Ibid., ix., 781. Ibid., xi. 463. 

• Hoofd, xi 466. 

7 Remonstrance of the States of Brabant 
to the StatM-OeneraL—Bor, ix. 733, 734. 
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piles of less distinguished slain.' They 
remained unburied \mtil the overseers 
of the poor, on whom the living had 
then more importunate claims than 
the dead, were compelled by Roda to 
bury them out of the pauper fund.* 
The murderers were too thrifty to be 
at funeral charges for their victims. 
The ceremony was not hastily per- 
formed, for the number of corpses had 
not been completed. Two days longer 
the havoc lasted in the city. Of all 
the crimes which men can commit, 
whether from deliberate calculation, 
or in the frenzy of passion, hardly 
one was omitted, for riot, gaming, 
rape, which had been postponed to the 
more stringent claims of robbery and 
minder, were now rapidly added to 
the sum of atrocities.^ History has 
recorded the account indelibly on her 
brazen tablets ; it can be adjusted only 
at the judgment-seat above. 

Of all the deeds of darkness yet 
compassed in the l^etherlands, this 
was the worst. It was called The 
Spanish Fury,^ by which dread name 
it has been known for ages. The city, 
which had been a world of wealth and 
splendour, was changed to a charnel- 
house, and from that hour its commer- 
cial prosperity was blasted. Other 
causes had silently girdled the yet 
green and flourishing tree, but the 
Spanish Fury was the fire which con- 
sumed it to ashes. Three thousand 
dead bodies were discovered in the 
streets, as many more were^timated 
to have perished in the Scheld, and 
nearly an equal number were burned 
or destroyed in other ways. Eight 
thousand persons imdoubtedly were 
put to death. Six millions of pro- 
perty were destroyed by the fire, and 
at least as much more was obtained by 
the Spaniards.^ In this enormous 
robbeiy no dass of people was re- 

« Bor, ix. 732. Hoofd, xi. 462. Meteren, 
vi. 111. Watrenaer, .vii. 115, et mult. al. 

» The estimate of Meteren is, that four 
millions, in hard cash aloiio, were obtained 
by the soldiery, exclusively of precious 
stones, other articles of jewellery, laces, bro- 
cades, embroidery, and similar property of a 
portable and convertible character. Me- 
teren, vi. 111». Tlie estimates of Hoofd and 
Bor do not materially differ. In single 
houses as much as 300,000 guldens were 



liij'h.i WiC (.^|/iim; k. Ij.< >,J</Ij ^ifi'l J/rO- 

iJ'ii.'lMC'l wj'li ue )iUj«: |i*<r|V*; ftH 
l.'i'.iiii(«{/o J'<' ' l<siaAVi< a '/t lJj*r \\/ttti:tU 
i'Jjiui.h *vc»c I «iiiij/«.ll»^'J t«* t\it\ifntyii 
llii.li wi.<.ll|j fifi ftt-.tly (td (.'alviiiiht^. 

'Jill, ili-h VTi:iu liitKln lif C'ftilriljIll^S 

111! llii.lj <iiiiiiiil<iiii «, ttiul l.lin |M><ir 
vvli.il •.•iiilil liu vviiiii^ fiiiiii llicir 
|iiivi.ily Ni;llliui |i(iu|iniH iiifr riiiiii- 
it.ii.i \'Ui\, diifu ('ii|iliiiii ('(ui|Hii' Ort.iH 
iii«iili. ii liiilliiiiit D|u:i-iilctUiiii \\y Ukiii^ 
|j.i.i,it.,i.i|iiii iir thu Stan. Ill' i-ily pliNDli, 
t\lii.iii.i. tut i<iiiaiiiiuMl nil ttin iiiiiiiit.PH 
viliii lAiitlil liiiit tiiuctiiD til pcty 1«»' tlit^ir 
llliiul-v liiililiiiu, iit«ii(|ciiii|-ri, nvoll 

A(4at>.t|itUI<i. s\ii|o(hiin rt|4:iin Ifit limiiO.' 
t{.lti-.U U.loo.i blll.^l ct I'tUil (•Ii^cUIUhI ill 

vr UvAli-tl t \>(U «>( U\0 lUlllu'llM 

ill\uU.vt ^uu'Ui.^ il^o thx'U-sviui av'Mic^iti 
ui^.l.. up l.>i U'lt^; Aiix-.iiMi'jVA .-tlixl I ho 

iluuij>-l«%-.i i^'.-ii tiv\iii.^ lhu<> C.vkou (ho 

tlu'vi- k«ut » U'\\ ll."» III OIInJ J.*V '.V. A 

i;. I lu ''.".■. '1,^ t' tk'.i.-^k.CK'H tS tNv' tn.'.-'sc* 
U'^ v'.i,.' d\'\l-.v'in. ^''■■- '■'■ci ».^'."-'« "iNk^'vl 
sv«.- 1 1 J. ^s 'U Ui'-,i.T. ts.\i« ",' Jv.x'v ."» .'£ 
A-' .1,^ v!Li.- s.\-..-^;.'..».,vi *. ui ■ V. • '■.■»,■ .'vV. 
111. vS »■■/■». k.„l ' <.v>^'. vcv. .'.iL >i •>.» 'l^O 



77t< /^w '/ Ot^. DvirJk B^pMic. 



fur/jJAii niuc-ii iijyrt fcli'-j liit Uieir 
«HJi>loy«Tf knew. A purdtii -if the 
cajiiunsd Vyyty was tiiii* Furrepiiti- 

In thiit Spanuh Fury Tnanj more 
w<;nj ni'MHHcnd in Antwerp than in 
thu Saint Jiartholoinew at Pane.* Al« 
iiioHt HH rnanjT living human beings 
wuro dashed out of existence now as 
there had been statues destroyed in 
tiio memorable image-breaking of Ant- 
w«q>, ttJTi years before, an event which 
lirul Hent Hueh a thrill of horror through 
t.li(t iioart of Catholic Christendom. Yet 
tho N ethorlandors and the Protestants 
i»i' Kiiropo may be forgiven if they re- 
^arilml tliiH inaswicro of their brethren 
witli iiM much execration as had been 
boHtowod II p^>ntliat fury against stocks 
atul t«tono8. At least, the image- 
bn»{\kor8 had Iven actuated by an 
iilrt\. and thoir hands were polluted 
lu'ithor with bUHxi nor rapine. Pe^ 
hii^vit tho SiviniarvU had been governed 
cNlually by rt'liirious fanaticism. Might 
i^»j ilioy U'liove they were meriting 
. \\oU ot" tht".r Mother Church white 
chot ^\^•rv» xhti* viisencumbering infr 
J.o".* x'l cherr wealth. »md earth of iti 
•v.^aU'U * Hid not the Poiv and hia 
».\t:\l.v.^** iivuo to v:h-.*.rv:i: in solemn 
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The discrepancy seems mon- 
mt it is hardly more than often 
between the losses inflicted 
tained by the Spaniards in such 
I. Their prowess was equal to 
rocity, and this was enough to 
lem seem endowed with preter- 
powers. When it is remem- 
also, that the burghers were 
ently armed, that many of 
^fenders turned against them, 
koy thousands fled in the first 
» of the encounter — and when 
it of a sudden and awful panic 

considered, the discrepancy 
L the number of killed on the 
38 will not seem so astonishing. 
vr ofl&cers of distinction were 
live and carried to ihe castle. 
these were the Seigneur de 

estimate is two hundred Spaniards 
d four hundred wounded, ix. 731. 
d. 463, gives the same. Mendoza 
nly fourteen Spaniards to have 
led, and rather more than twenty 
. Meteren, as usuhI, consideriRg 
ur of his countrymen at stake, finds 
nnsolation in adding a few to the 
of the enemies slain, and gives a 
three hundred Spaniards kflled — 
Strada (viii. 422) gives the two ex- 
so that it is almost certain that the 
was not less than fourteen nor more 
► hundred. These statistics are cer- 
rious, for it would seem almost im- 
that a force numbering between 
re hundred and five thousand meu 
thiB amount of discrepancy in the 

estimates) should capture and 
with so little loss to themselves, a 
ro hundred thousand souls, defended 
rmy of at least twelve thousand, 
. large proportion of burghers bear- 
xma. No wonder that the chival- 
utome was in an ecstasy of deli ^ht at 
jvement (Horn. Illust, etc., ii. 204), 
the Netherlanders, seeing the prow- 
he cruelty of their foes, should come 
: whether they were men or devils, 
proportion between the number of 
Is and States' soldiers slain was the 
all the great encnimters, particu- 
;hose of the period which now occu- 

In the six months between the 
LUgust 1576 and the signing of the 
I edict on the 17th of February, 
Spaniards killed twenty thousand, 
imissiou of the Netherlanders them- 
[id acknowledged less than six slain 
own side! Mendoza, xvi. 835 — 
I Cabrera, xi. 866; Meteren, vi. 120. 
for the blood expended annually or 
by the Netherlanders in defence of 
nd religion. As for the money cou- 
Jbe vanal estimate of the expense of 
obT army was from 800,000 to one 



Capres and yoimg Count Egmont. The 
councillor Jerome de Roda wasloonging 
on a chair in an open gallery when 
these two gentlemen were brought 
before him, and Capres was base 
enough to make a low obeisance to 
the man who claimed to represent the 
whole government of his Majesty.* 
The worthy successor of Vargas re- 
plied to his captive's greeting by a 
"kick in his stomach," adding, with 
a brutality which his prototype might 
have envied, "Ah puto tradidor,*' — 
whoreson traitor — "let me have no 
salutations from "^uch as you." ' Young 
Egmont, who had been captured, fight- 
ing bravely at the head of coward 
troops, by Julian Romero, who nine 
years before had stood on his father's 
scaff old, regarded this brutal scene 

million guldens monthly. (Meteren, viii. 
138<i. and 144.) The same historian calcu- 
lates the expense of Philip's arm^ at forty- 
two millions of crowns for the nine years 
from 1567 to 1576, which would give nearly 
400,000 dollars monthly, half of which, he 
says, came from Spain. The Netherlanders, 
therefore, furnished the other half, so that 
200,000 dollars, equal to 500,000 guldens, 
monthly, were to be added to the million 
required for their own war department. 
Here then was a tax of one and a half mil- 
lions monthly, or eighteen millions yearly, 
simply for the keephig of the two armies on 
foot to destroy the Netherlanders and con- 
sume their substance. The frightful loss by 
confiscations, plunderings, brandschettings, 
and the sackings nf cities and villages innume- 
rable, was all in aidition, of course, but that 
enormous amount defies calculation. The 
regular expense in money which they were 
to meet, if they could, for the mere pay and 
provision of the armies, was as above, and 
equal to at least sixty millions yearly, to- 
day, making the common allowance fur the 
dinerence in the value of money. This was 
certainly sufficient for a population of three 
millions. Their frequent promise to main- 
tain their liberty with their "goods and 
their blood " was no idle boast ; three thou- 
sand men and one and a half million florins 
being consumed monthly. 

« Bor, ix. 731. Hoofd, xi. 412. Meteren, 
vi. 110. " pour certaines bonnes con- 
siderations j'ay prins mon logis en ce chas- 
teau, qu'est la maison royalle de sa Migt*, 
pour d'icy pourveoir et ordonner toutes les 
choses de son service, jusques les seigneurs 
du conseil soyent remis en leur entiere 
liberie," etc. — Letter of Jerome de Roda to 
the authorities of Antwerp, Sept. 8, 1576. 
III. Register der Dolianten van Brabant^ 
A». 1576, f. 203. MS., Hague Archives. 

« Bor, ix. 731. Hoofd, xl 462. Meteren, 
vi. 110. 
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with haughty mdignation. This be- 
haviour had more effect upon Roda 
than the suppleness of Capres. ** I am 
sorry for your misfortune. Count," 
said the councillor, without however 
rising from his chair; "such is the 
lot of those who take arms against 
their King."^ This was the unfortu- 
nate commencement of Philip Eg- 
mont's career, which was destined to 
be inglorious, vacillating, base, and on 
more than one occasion unlucky. 

A shiver ran through the country as 
the news of the horrible crime was 
spread, but it was a shiver of indig- 
nation not of fear. Already the ne- 
gotiations at Ghent between the re- 
presentatives of the Prince and of 
Holland and Zealand with the deputies 
of the other provinces were in a fa- 
vourable train, and the effect of this 
event upon their counsels was rather 
quickening than appalling. A letter 
from Jerome de .Roda to the King was 
intercepted, giving an account of the 
transaction. In that document the 
senator gave the warmest praise to 
Sancho d'Avila, Julian Romero, Alonzo 
de Vargas, Francis Verdugo, as well 
as to the German colonels Fugger, 
Frondsberger, Polwiller, and others 
who had most exerted themselves in 
the massacre. " I wish your Majesty 
much good of this victory," concluded 
the councillor, " 'tis a very great one, 
and the damage to the city is enor- 
mous."^ This cynical view was not 
calculated to produce a soothing effect 
on the exasperated minds of the peo- 
ple. On the other hand, the estates 
of Brabant addressed an eloquent 
appeal to the states-general, reciting 
their wrongs, and urging immediate 
action. "'Tis notorious," said the 
remonstrants, " that Antwerp was but 
yesterday the first and principal orna- 
ment of all Europe; the refuge of all 
the nations of the world; the source 
and supply of countless treasure ; the 
nurse of all arts and industry; the 
protectress of the Roman Catholic 

1 Bor, Hoofd, Meteren, ubi sup. Strada, 
viii. 418. 

* Letter of Roda, apud Bor, ix. 787, 738. 

« Remonstrance of the States of hrabant. 
In Bor. ix. 783. 

* "Waer van de momorie is en sal abo- 
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religion; the guardian of science and 
virtue : and, above all these pre-emi- 
nences, more than faithful and obedi- 
ent to her sovereign prince and lord. 
The city is now changed to a gloomy 
cavern, filled with robbers and mur- 
derers, enemies of Gk)d, the King, and 
all good subjects."* They then pro- 
ceeded to recite the story of the mas- 
sacre, "whereof the memory shall be 
abominable so long as the world 
stands,"^ and concluded with an ur- 
gent appeal for redress. They particu- 
larly suggested that an edict should 
forthwith be passed, forbidding the 
alienation of property and the exporta- 
tion of goods in any form from Ant- 
werp, together with concession of the 
right to the proprietors of reclaiming 
their stolen property sunmiarily, when- 
ever, and wheresoever it might be 
found. In accordance with these in- 
structions, an edict was passed, but 
somewhat tardily, in the hope of re- 
lieving some few of the evil conse- 
quences by which the Antwerp Fuiy 
had been attended.^ 

At about the same time the Prince 
of Orange addressed a remarkable 
letter^ to the states-general then as- 
sembled at Ghent, lu^ng them to 
hasten the conclusion of the treaty. 
The news of the massacre, which fnr- 
nished an additional and most vivid 
illustration of the truth of his letter, 
had not then reached him at Middel* 
burg, but the earnestness of his views, 
taken in connexion with this last dark 
deed, exerted a powerful and indeliblo 
effect. The letter was a masterpiece, 
because it was necessary, in his poo* 
tion, to inflame without alarming; to 
stimulate the feelings which were in 
imison, without shocking those which, 
if aroused, might prove discordant 
Without, therefore, alluding in tenitf 
to the religious question, he dwelt 
upon the necessity of union, firmnesBy 
"and wariness. If so much had been 
done by Holland and Zealand, how 
much more might be hoped when all 



minabel wesen so lang als de wereld staet," 
etc.— Remonstrance, etc. Bor, ubi sup. 

» Bor, ix. 736, 737. 

• The letter is published by Gachord, Cop- 
respondance de GuiUaume le Tacit, iii. 140- 
154. 
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be proTinces were united? "The 
J»rincipal flwwer of tile SmniBli army 
has fall en/* h& aaidj " without having 
tiesQ able to cuDquer one of those 
provinceB from tho^e whom they call, 
in mockery, poor beggars; yet what 
it that handful of cities compared to 
jil the provmces which might join ua 
the quarrel/'* He warned the 
tat«a of the neceeBity of ^bewiug a 
ung and united front; tlie King 
Ying been cfver led to conaider the 
ovaineat in the Netherlunds a mere 
n^iraey of individualfl, " The King 
bid me hirnBelfj^ iu I55&j" aaid Orangej 
("Umt if the eatatea hafl no pillars to 
upon, they would not tdk so 
ud." It was, therelurei necesKirj to 
ew that prelatei, abbots^ monk^i 
niura, gentlemen^ burghers, and 
p«i^rita, the whole people in short, 
now cried with one voice, and desiied 
with one iviJL To such a demonstra- 
tion the King would not dare oppose 
hkoaell By thus preeerving a firm 
«iid Ignited fronts iiiiMng aU minor 
r^iffcpences, they wouldi moreorerj in- 
Hitre tbdr friends and foreign princea 
Ipth eonfideDce. Th& prinoes of Oer- 
^Siany, the lorda and gentlemen of 
France, the Queen of England, al- 
hoagh aympathiaing with the mia- 
anea of the Netherlands ra, bad 
€11 unable efTe^tually to help tbem, 
long aa their disu^iiou prevented 
I fTom help! ag t hetnst'K ea ; so loi^g 
even their appeal to artna Beemed 
Tcly ** a levy of bucklers, an emotion 
populace;, which, like a wave of 
i^ riaea and eiink£ again as eoou 

I* While thuB exciting to union and 
Of^*, he also took great pain« to 
1 tl ity of warineaa. They 

1 1] f h an artful foe. In- 

^LtJ i- L ■ «idi had already proved 
be old dbtsirnulatioD was latill to 
ployed ; that while Don John of 
ria was on hia way, the N ether- 
were to be lulled Into eonft- 



t I GAcharri^ Correap,, et«., Ui, 147, !♦§* 

ft lUtl, UL 163* 
i IhUL, iiS. Jm 

[ • futi, u. 727 H(iofd, xl. 470.— The final 
tl (idc'i*ii vo rL»H«iiU wrtB m/ida upon t>io Stlij 
i ATtiiiliiM uf nuTt^der wero attjoigud, and 
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donee by gloehag speech ea, Hoda was 
provided by the King with a secret 
programme of inetructiona for the new 
Governor a guidance, and Don Saucho 
d^Avila^ for bis countenance to the 
nmtineeiB of Aloet, bad been applaud- 
ed to the echo in Spadn.^ Wob not 
thia applauie a frequent indication of 
the policy to he adopted by Don John, 
and a thousand timea more aignifica- 
tive one than the unmeaning phrasea 
of barren benignity with which publio 
documents might be cmnimed t " Tbe 
old tricks are again brought into Heir- 
vice," aaid the Pinnce ; "therefore 'tis 
necessary to aseertaln your veritable 
friendu, to tear off the p-vlnt^d maaka 
from those who, under pretence of not 
dariog to displeaae the King, are seek- 
ing to awim between two watci^. 'Tia 
nticwssary to have a touchstone j to 
sign a declaration in aueh wise that 
you may know whom to trust, aud 
whom to euB[>ect/* 

The mu^acre at Antwerp and the 
eloquence of the Prince produced si 
mofit quickening effect upon the Con- 
gress at Ghent. Their deHborationa 
had proceeded with decorum and ear- 
neatneaa^ in the midfit of the t^nnon^ui- 
ing against the citadel, and the fortreea 
fell on the same day which saw the 
conclusion of the treaty.* 

Thia impoi'tant instrument, hy which 
the sacri^cea and exertiona of the 
Prince were^ for a brief aea^jn, at 
leasts rewarded, contained twenty-five 
articlee** The Prince of Orange, with 
the eatatcfi of Holland and Zealand, ou 
the one side, and the provincoa aiguiog, 
or thereafter to sign the treaty, on the 
other, agreed that there should he a 
mutual forgiving and forgetting as re- 
garded the pEwstv They vowed a cftiae 
and faithfid friendship for the future* 
They plightod a niutiml promise to 
espel the Spaniards from the Nether- 
lands without delay. As soon as thia 
great deed should bo done, tbcro was 
to be a convocation of the states-gene- 



the qaatle Was avadiintfKil wpf>n the 11 th of 
Kovaiiibor.— MetMren, vi. 113. Msjndoza. 
xvL 323. Archifftft^ etc., v. fl2S, 

* Sfl(j them in Bfjr, lit. 798-741 1 Hoofd, xL 
4Q1 and 470; Mfltitloai, xvi 3iU-3;iej Me- 
tereu, vi. 112, a*;^^- et id. 
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ral, on the htunn of that assembly before 
which the abdication of the Emperor 
hail taken place. By this congref», the 
afTaira of religion in Holland and Zea- 
land should >>e regulated, as well as the 
surrender of fortresses and other places 
belonging; to his Majesty. There was 
to hii full liberty of communication 
and traffic >>etween the citizens of the 
one side and the other. It should not 
be legal, however, for those of Holland 
anrl Zealand io attempt anything out- 
side their own t^jrritory against the 
Koman (Mholic religion, nor for cause 
thereof to injure or irritate any one, 
by de(;d or word. All the placards and 
cjdicts on the subject of heresy, toge- 
ther with the criminal ordinances mafle 
by the J>uko of Alva, were suspended, 
until the states-general should other- 
wiwe ordain. Tlie Prince was to re- 
main lieutenant, aflrniral, and general 
for his Majfjsty in Holland, Zealand, 
and the associated places, till otherwise 
j)rovided by the states-general, after 
the departure of the Spaniards. The 
cities and places included in the Prince's 
coniniission, but not yet acknowledg- 
ing his authority, should receive satis- 
faction from him, as to the point of 
religion and other matters, before sub- 
scribing to the union. AJl prisoners, 
and particularly the Comte de Bossu, 
should be released without ransom. 
All estatoB and other property not 
alrcwly alicnate<l should be restored, 
all confiHcations since 1566 being de- 
clared null and void. The Countess 
Palatine, widow of Brederode, and 
Count de Buren, son of the Prince of 
Orange, were expressly named in this 
j)r()viHion. Prelates and ecclesiastical 
persons, having property in Holland 
and Zealand, should bo reinstated, if 
possible; but in case of alienation, 
which was likely to be generally the 
case, there should be reasonable com- 
j)enHation. It was to be decided by 
the states-general whether the pro- 
vinces should discharge the debts in- 
curn^d by the Prince of Orange in his 

> IS«K) particularly Arta. 1, 2, 4, 5, 7, 8, 10, 
and ijr). a 13or, ix. 741. 

3 Thoro Is no montion in tho Ucsolutiona 
of Ilolliiiid. froii) tho 'i5tl) of April to tho 8th 
of Novoinbor 1670, of any dniu^hts for a 
trouty, or of any preparations for, or de- 
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two campaigns. Provinces and cities 
should not have the benefit of this 
union until they had signed the treaty, 
but they should be permitted to sign 
it when they chose.^ 

This memorable document was snb- 
scribed at Ghent, on the Sth of Novem- 
ber, by Saint Aldegonde, with eight 
other commissioners appointed by the 
Prince of Orange and the estates of 
Holland on the one side, and by Elber- 
tus Leoninus and other deputies ap- 
pointed by Brabant, Flanders, Artois, 
Hainault, Valenciennes, Lille, Douay, 
Orchies, Namur, Toumay, Utrecht^ 
and Mechlin on the other side.' 

The arrangement was a masterpiece 
of diplomacy on the part of the Prince, 
for it was as efifectual a provision f<»r 
the safety of the Reformed religion as 
could be expected under the circum- 
stances. It was much, considering the 
change which had been wrought of late 
years in the fifteen provinces, that thjey 
should consent to any treaty with their 
two heretic sisters. It was much more 
that the Pacification should recognise 
the new religion as the established 
creed of Holland and 2^ealand, while at 
the same time the infamous edicts of 
Charles were formally abolished. In 
the fifteen Catholic provinces there 
was to be no prohibition of private 
Reformed worship, and it might be 
naturally expected that with time and 
the arrival of the banished religionists, 
a firmer stand would be taken in &voar 
of the Reformation. Meantime, the 
new religion was formally established 
in two provinces, and tolerated, in 
secret, in the other fifteen; the In- 
quisition was for ever abolished, and 
the whole strength of the nation en* 
listed to expel the foreign soldiery 
from the soil This was the work of 
William the Silent,' anid the great 
Prince thus saw the labour of yean 
crowned with, at least, a momentary 
success. His satisfaction was very 
great when it was announced to him, 
many days before the exchange of the 

liberations concurninji:, such a document 
Tho inforonce of Kluit (i. 146, 147) is that the 
Prince, with his council and nine conamis- 
sionors, mimiiKod tho wholo nogotiation; 
such was tho confidence rci>osod in him by 
the two provincos. 
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aignatures, that the treaty had been 
oonduded. He was deeirous that the 
PacificatLon should be referred for ap- 
proval^ not to the municipal magis- 
trates only, but to the people itsell^ 
In all great emergencies, the man who, 
in his whole character, least resembled 
a demagogue, either of antiquity or of 
modem times, was eager for a fresh 
expression of the popular wilL On 
tills occasion, however, the demand for 
approbation was superfluous. The 
whole country thought with his 
UioughtB, and spoke with his words, 
and the Pacification, as soon as pub- 
lished, was received with a shout of 
joy.* Proclaimed in the market-place 
d every city and village, it was rati- 
fied, not by votes, but by hymns of 
tiunksgiving, by triumphal music, by 
tlnmdering of cannon, and by the blaze 
of beacons, throughout the Nether- 
knds. Another event added to the 
satisfaction of the hour. The country 
80 recently, and by deeds of such re- 
markable audacity, conquered by the 
Spaniards in the north, was recovered 
ahnost simultaneously with the con- 
dosion of the Ghent treaty. It was a 
natural .consequence of the great mu- 
tmy. The troops having entirely de- 
aeited Mondragon, it became necessary 
lor that officer to abandon Zierickzee, 
the city which had been won with so 

^ Two commissioners were, in fact, de- 
qMtdied to each city of Holland, to lay the 
tmty before the respective governments, 
nd obtadn tiieir signatures. — Kluit, UolL, 
Btaatsreg., L 148. 

*Bar, ix. 740. "Wagenaer, vii. 117.— 
" — aveoq une si grande joie et contente- 
ment du peuple, de toutes les provinces en 
g6D6«l et en particuUer, qu'il xrest m^moire 



Popularity of the Treaty, 

much valour. 
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In the beginning of 
November, the capital, and with it the 
whole island of Schouwen, together with 
the rest of Zealand, excepting Tholen, 
was recovered by Count Hohenlo, lieu- 
tenant-general of the Prince of Orange, 
and acting according to his instructions.' 
Thus, on this particular point of 
time, many great events had been 
crowded. At the very same moment 
Zealand had been redeemed, Antwerp 
ruined, and the league of all the Ne- 
therlands against the Spaniards con- 
cluded. It now became known that 
another and most important event had 
occurred at the same instant. On the 
day before the Antwerp massacre, four 
days before the publication of the 
Ghent treaty, a foreign cavalier, at- 
tended by a Moorish slave and by six 
men-at-arms, rode into the streets of 
Luxemburg.* The cavalier was Don 
Ottavio Gonzaga, brother of the Prince 
of Melfi. The Moorish slave was Don 
John of Austria, the son of the Em- 
peror, the conqueror of Granada, the 
hero of Lepanto.'^ The new Governor- 
general had traversed Spain and France 
in disguise with great celerity, and in ' 
the romantic manner which belonged 
to his character. He stood at last on 
the threshold of the Netherlands, but 
with aU his speed he had arrived a few 
days too late. 



d'homme qui puisse He souvenir d'une pa- 
reUle. Un chascun se peult souvenir des 
promesses mutuelles d'amiti6 qui y sent 
compriB," etc. — ^Apologie du P. d'Orang^ p. 
95. 

» Bor, ix. 727. Hoofd, xL 470. 

* Ibid., ix. 742. Ibid., xi. 472. 

a Strada, ix. 423. Cabrera, xi. 874. 
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Don John of Austria was now in his 
thirty-second year, having been bom 
in Hatiahon on the 24th of February 
1545.1 Hia father was Charles the 
Fifth, Emperor of Germany, King of 
Spain, Dominator of Asia, Africa, and 
America; hia mother was Barbara 
Bloml)erg, waaherwoman of Ratisbon. 
Introduced to the Emperor, originally, 
that she might alleviate his melancholy 
by her singing, '-^ she soon exhausted all 
that was harmonious in her nature, for 
never was a more uncomfortable, un- 
manageal)le personage than Barbara in 
her after life. Married to one I'yranms 
Kegell, wlio was made a milittiry uom- 
miaaary in the Netht-rlaiidH, she was 
left a widow in the lK'g"»»ii»K ^^ Alva's 
aduihiiatration. I'hicod under the 



especial superintendence of the Duke, 
she became the torment of that wir 
rior's life. The terrible (Jovemor, who 
could almost crush the heart out of 
a nation of three millions, was unaUe 
to curb this single termagant. Philip , 
had expressly forbidden her to marry 
again, but Alva informed him that she 
was surrounded by suitors. Philip bad 
insisted that she should go into a con- 
vent, but Alva, who, with great difBr 
culty, had established her quietly in 
Ghent, assured his master that she 
would break loose again at the bare 
suggestion of a convent. Philip wished 
her to go to Spain, sending her word 
that Don John was mortified by the 
life his mother was leading, but she 
informed the Governor that she woold 



1 bliudis X. bW, 



* Ibid— Compare Bi-autome, ii. 149. 
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be cut to pieces before she would go 
to Spain. She had no objection to see 
her son, but she knew too well how 
women were treated in that country. 
The Duke complained most patheticallj 
to his Majesty of the life they all led 
with the ex-mistress of the Emperor. 
Never, he frequently observed, had 
woman so terrible a head.^ She was 
obstinate, reckless, abominably extra- 
vagant. She had been provided in 
Ghent with a handsome establishment : 
"with a duenna, six other women, a 
major domo, two pages, one chaplain, 
an almoner, and four men-servants, and 
this seemed a sufficiently liberal scheme 
of life for the widow of a commissary. 
Moreover, a very ample allowance htid 
been made for the education of her 
only legitimate son, Conrad, the other 
having perished by an accident on the 
day of his father's death. While Don 
John of Austria was gathering laurels 
in Granada, his half-brother, Pyramus 
jnmor, had been ingloriously drowned 
in a dstem at Ghent. 

Barbara's expenses were exorbitant; 
her way of life scandalous. To send 
her money, said Alva, was to throw it 
into tiie sea. In two days she would 
bave spent in dissipation and feasting 
any sums which the King might choose 
to supply. The Duke, who feared no- 
thing else in the world, stood in mor- 
tal awe of the widow Kegel! " A ter- 
lible animal, indeed, is an unbridled 

1 Correspondance de Philippe U., 884, 912, 
980, 909, 984, 987, 1025, 1054. 

•Corresp. de PhiHppe IL, 1025. "Lo 

tiene banqueteado" " Quau terribile ani- 

nal 68 imamuger des ^nfrenada."— Ibid., 
iL 1255. Meteren, vi. 119<i. — Compare Van 
derHammen y Leon : Don Juan de Austria ; 
HiBtoria, Madrid, 1627, vi. 294. Strada. 
firantome.— Compare V. d. Vynckt, ii. 218. 
" Wie iSJne ware moeder geweest zii, is een 
nadeal gebleeven, dat nooit volkomen opge- 
lort ia^*^etc. etc— Cabrera, xii. 1009. An 
absord rumour had existed that Barbara 
Bkmberg had only been employed to ])er- 
•onate Don John's mother. She died at an 
wtate called Armnjo de Molinos, four leagues 
from Madrid, some years after the death of 
Bon John. — Cabrera, xii. 1009« The follow- 
ing 8(^uib, taken firom a MS. collection of 
pasquilles of the day, shews what was a very- 
general opinion in the Netherlands concern- 
n^ the fMrentage of Don John and the posi- 
tion of JSarbara BIon;tberg. The verses are 
not without ingenuity:— 



Barbara Blomherg, 
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woman," wrote secretary Cayas, from 
I Madrid, at the close of Alva's adminis- 
tration ; for, notwithstanding every ef- 
fort to entice, to intimidate, and to 
kidnap her from the Netherlands, there 
she remained, through all vicissitudes, 
even till the arrival of Don John. By 
his persuasions or commands she was, 
at last, induced to accept an exile for 
the remainder of her days, in Spain, 
but revenged herself by asserting that 
he was quite mistaken in supposing 
himself the Emperor's child ; a point, 
certainly, upon which her authority 
might be thought conclusive. Thus 
there was a double mystery about Don 
John. He might be the issue of august 
parentage on one side ; he was, possibly, 
sprung of most ignoble blood. Base- 
bom at best, he was not sure whether 
to look for the author of his being in 
the halls of the Csosars or the booths 
of Ratisbon mechanics.' 

Whatever might be the heart of 
the mystery, it is certain that it was 
allowed to enwrap all the early life of 
Don John. The emperor, who cer- 
tainly never doubted his responsi- 
bility for the infant's existence, had 
him conveyed instantly to Spain, 
where he was delivered to Louis 
Quixada, of the Imperial household, 
by whom he was brought up in great 
retirement at Villa-garcia. Magdalen 
Ulloa, wife of Quixada, watched over 
his infancy with maternal and mag- 



** Echo. 

" sed at Austriacum nostrum redeamus 

eamus 
Hunc Cesaris filium esse satis est notum 

— nothum 
Multi tamen de ejus patre dubitavcre^ 

vere 
Cujus ergo filium eum dicunt Itali— //o?i 
Verum mater satis est uota in ucstrjl re- 
publics. — pvNica 
Imo hactenus egit in Brabautift ter voere 

— ^hoere 
Crimen est ne frui amplexu unius Cesaris 

. tam generosi — osi 
Pluribus ergo usa in vitSl est — ^ita est 
Seu post Cesaris congrcssum uon vere 

ante — ante 
Tace garrula ne tale quippiam loquare— 

quare? 
Nescis quft poena afQciendum dixorit Bel- 
gium insigne — igno," 
etc. etc. etc. 

Vers Satiriques contra Bom 
Jean d'Autriche, MS , 
Bibl. de Bouig., 17,624. 
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jja.':.!j,ou»; <:ar'^. for hnr L-iij'jaud'fc tx- 
t»<-.';j<: *-',.>;.'.=.. 'it i'.-r iLe JnfaL.li: wtl- 
ju*', i.vj ';v-'j'.'j,'jo'3d ii.»fr ilistt iifc wa- 
jift h*\i.*ir. Ofj one 'x;c?ih'ioL. wLen 

Mr>s':j'5'a l:-': JjJ^-.M O'r'fv:*: Lt ba'. fed Lit 

vkiJ«r. " ii.\!.'j^.-^h 5I*^vd<^^'-JJ kjjtvv Ler- 

fe<rJj V-i 0«: 'i<;UJ«.,' to L^/Jj l}j.aJi iLfc 'ii]j]/l*i 

*A Lie <;yr:," Kjoi.'j that liru'i f-^rth 
KJj<r ait>r;«5<i her o;jjij;o;j, and \jti\\*i\*A 

t)j'; .'Jjyht*;iiotiJ; cijJid t'J b«i of ]'-ffiy 

';.'■;;'] ij. 'J'h<; boy ;/rew uj^ fuJl of 
h«r;iU'.y, ^fia/;*;, and a^rjijty, th*; ItaAvr 
*A aJ \i\i-. conjpauioiJK iu ev':ry h;irdy 
KjO'-rt. 'J'hronj/h ilie country round 
th'-n; wr,'i<; noij<; who (it}\i\<\ throw the 
y.k'.t'.ViU. hi'«;ak a J;ince, or ride at the 
r\n'/ ijk'i littJe Juan Quix;A<ia. In 
la.-ijjn;; ijnrnana;(0'able hoiw,'» he wa« 
<j':i<:ly/at<:d for Ijjri audiunty and KkilL 
'J"ln;f.<':t<;r:onjjyJiri]jnjentH, however, were , 
lik<'Jy 1/; prove of but blender a^lvan- [ 
la.yff in lh'' ee<;le«i.'i*»tieal profeHr-ion, to ! 
vvlijch he Ijad b<;en derttine^l by his j 
Jiiiii'rriul fatljer. The deutii of ChiirleB 
« J':': lined b«;fore clerical KtudicH h.'id | 
b'jifn commenccil, and Phili[>, to whom '■ 
\.\n'. Mccret liad b<jen confided at the 
rlwrtc of ilie JOrnperor'H life, proh^nged 
l,li<* delay tliuH ini<;rpoHe<l.* Juan had 
aljeady rea<:iicd hirt fourteenth year, 
when one day hin HUppoHcd father 
Qiiix.-ula invited him to ride towarrh) 
V.illa<lolid to Mee the royal hunt. Two 
lioiwri hUmmI at tluj door- -a Hplendidly 
caiKuiHoiied charter and a common 
li.ukney. The boy naturally moimted 
the liumblt;!' Kteed, and they net forth 
fur the mouiitainH of Toro, Init on 
he:inM^ the bu^luH of the af>proaching 
hunt;s!iien, Quixada suddenly h.altcd, 
and ba<le liiH youthful com])anion ex- 
rhan^ti liorHcH with himself. When 
Uiirt IumI bc(»n done, he seized the hand 
of tlm wonderinfj boy, and, kisshig it 
ri'Mpi'i'tfully, exclahned, "Your High- 
ni'HM will be informed as to the mean- 
ing of my conduct by his Majesty, 
who is (ivi'u now aj)proiiching." They 
had proceeded bnt a ajiort distance 



> Stratlri, X. TiOfl. .OOT Ciihriim, xi. 874. 

- •• NuiKiuiiTii Kc j\icuuili«»ii)iii vi-naiido 
]iun lain iiujuii u<» «lic rftuliHNo (loiuuin." — 
Mi.Kia, X. TiiiS It must Ui boriu! iit iniiul 
licit tliii WciiiIh nt' Dviii .lolm'ri lM>yho(><i 
liti\ ii luuidcd tUruuKii thu bii6y uiid invcuUvu 
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>^.'re They encomitered the royal 
Lunritig xarty. -nLen both Qnixada 
and y-juuig Juan dism ousted, and bent 
the kaet- v^ their Hionairch. Philip, 
C'^jmauding the boy to rife, aaked 
h'.in if he knew his father's name. 
J uan replied. T^ith a Bigh.. that he had 
at that moment loet the only father 
whom he had known, for Quixada 
hvJ juijt disowned him. *' You have 
the same father as myself,*' cried the 
King ; *' the Emperor Charles was the 
aug'ist parent of ue both.** Then ten- 
derly embracing him, he commanded 
him V} remount his horse, and all re- 
turned tr^igether to Valladolid, Philip 
obserA'ing with a sentimentality that 
seems highly apocryphal, that he had 
never brought home such preciouB 
game from any himt before.* 

This theatrical recognition of im- 
perial descent was one among the 
many romantic incidents of Don 
John's picturesque career, for his life 
was never destined to know the com- 
mon-place. He now commenced his 
education, in company with his two 
nephews, the Duchess Margaret's son, 
and Don Carlos, Prince-royal of Spain. 
They were all of the same age, but 
the superiority of Don John was soon 
recognised- It was not difl&cult to siu*- 
pass the limping, malicious, Carina, 
either in physical graces or intellectual, 
accomplishments; but the graceful, 
urbane, and chivalrous Alexander, 
destined afterwards to such wide cele- 
brity, was a more formidable rival ; yet 
even the professed panegyrist of the 
Famese family exalts the son of Bar 
bara Blomberg over the grandson of 
Margaret Van Geest^ 

Still destined for the clerical pro* 
fcssion, Don John, at the age of 
eighteen, to avoid compliance with 
I'hilip's commands, made his escape 
to Barcelona. It was his intention to 
join the Maltese expedition. Recalled 
peremptorily by Philip, he was for a 
short time in disgrace, but afterwarda 



brjiin of Father Strada, Placed in a seTwe 
cnu'iMo, much of tho romantic filijn>J« would 
purhui>8 di8api)ear, but tho subtitanco of his 
nan jitivu is gunuiuc— Comuaro V. d. Vyuckt, 
ii. 'J 19. 
* »trada, x. 609. 
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i« Ms peace witli the moDarcb by 
QOunckig aom© of the mieohievoua 
hemes uf Don Carlos* Between the 
ince Roy fit and the imperial ba.stard 
jiere had'alwsi)^ been a, d^ep animo- 
'[ty, the Infante having on one occa- 
on saJat&l him with the inoet -vigor- 
IIS and offiffnsive appolktioa which 
tllegifciinate birth cmiid suggest, 
e-bom or not/* roturaed Don 
, *' Skt any rats I hiid a better fa- 
yonrs." ^ The woxda were 
^ ily reported to Philip^ and 

^otiMlesB rankled in bia hreaat, but 
tiothing ftppeared on the surface, and 
the youth r(*se rapidly in favour. In 
hi» twenty- third year, he was appointed 
to ihe oommaiid of the fjvmous cum- 
paX^a agi&iDst the isfiui^eiit Moors of 
Onuiada^ Here be retvpsd hk first 
laurelfl, and acquired great niilitiiry 
celebrity. It is difficult to be dass^led 
by gueh gloTy. Ho eommonced his 
operationfi by the expulsion of nearly 
^ the Moorish inhabitants of Granada, 
bedridden men, woinenj and children 
together; and the cruelty inflictedjthe 
stifferinga patiently endured in that 
memorable deportationj were enor^ 
mouB.^ Bnt hw of the many thou- 
fii»d exiles flurriN^ed the horrid march, 
those whii were bo unfortunate as to 
lio BO being fiold inti> skvery by "^eir 
o^|Hot9p' Still a few Moors held out 
in tJieir mountain fastnesaes^ and two 
^pg^rs long the rebetlion of this hand- 
fill made head against the power of 
Spain, Had their envoys to the Porte 
ttoee^^ed m their negotiation, the 
i of Philip might have trembled; 
i Salim bated the Republic of Venice 
Imiu^ jU) be loved the wine of Cypnia, 
hile th«* Moors were gnjspiijg out their 
" iii Granada and Rondaj the 
V rested the island of Venue 
1 lij,. ^j>i3p of the haughty Repub- 
FarnngoBta had fallen ; thousands 
J Vonetiiuifl had been butchered with 
ycfTOQiiy which even Christians could 
; \in,v& surtJ^i^^d. The famous Gene- 
[ BnsgAdino bad been Bayed, stuffed, 



Campaigm tvlih Moovb and Titt-ks- 



'. " Thu aiiBtJii utfl is rclatfid 
. lL 2yilf>uti tlie authority 
< HHsakia. ' ' Il'o eoy h^o da 
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and sent hanging on the ysrd arm of a 
frii^te to Const^tinople, as a present 
to the Commander of the FaithfiU;: 
and the mortgage of Catherine Cor- 
naro, to the exclusion of her hus- 
hand'fi bastards, had been thus defi- 
nitely cancelled With saeb practical 
enjoyments, Selim woe indifferent to 
the splendid but shadowy virion of 
the Occidental caliphate — yet the re- 
volt of the Mooi*a was only terminated* 
after the departure of Don John, by 
the Dake of Areoa. 

The war which the Sultan had 
"avoided in the West came to seek him 
in the E&sL To lift the Crtieifix 
af;ainst the Crescent, at the head of 
the powerful but quarrelsome all lanes 
betsveen Venice, Spain, and Home, 
Don John annvcd at Naples.* He 
brought with him more than a bun- 
dred ships and twenty-three thousand 
mjen, a« the Spanish contingent. Three 
months long the hoatile fleets had been 
cruh^ing in the same watei^ without an 
encounter ; three more were wa^tted in 
barren raancBuvTes, Neither Mussul- 
man nor Christian had much inclina- 
tion for the confiictj the Turk fearing 
the consequences of a defeat, by which 
gains already secured might be for- 
feited — the aUiea being appalled at 
the possibili^ of their own tri timph. 
N ey ertheless , the Ottom an« manceuvred 
themselves at last into the Gulf of 
Lepanto — the Christ tans manceuTred 
themselves towards its mouth as the 
fo« was coming forth again. The {Con- 
flict thus rendered inevitable, bi:ith 
Tiuk and Christian became equally 
eager for the fray, equaOy conhdent 
of Tictory. Sis: hundred vessels of 
war met face to face. Rarely in 
histoiy had so gorgeous a scene of 
martial array been witnessed An 
Cktober sua gilded the thousand 
beauties of an Ionian landaeape. 
Athens and Corintli were behind the 
combatants; tho mountains of Alex- 
ander's Maoedon rose in the distauee ; 
the roek of 8appho and the heights of 



J SErada, 500. Do Thou, Ut. vi 72. sqq. 
(tnttj* vLJ. 

» Da Thou. li-v. xMM vi. 21^-315, {Itv, 
xlii.)*-^orii|iflrie. Cabrera, liv. vii. a, SI, at'O, 

* Cnhnjm, U. ^1^. J>a Thou, vi lisa. 
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Actium were before their eyes. Since 
the day when the world had been lost 
and won beneath that famous promon- 
tory, no such combat as the one now 
approaching had been fought upon the 
waves. The chivalrous young com- 
mander despatched energetic messages 
to his fellow-chieftains, and now that 
it was no longer possible to elude the 
encounter, the martial ardour of the 
allies was kindled. The Venetian 
High Admiral replied with words of 
enthusiasm. Colonna, lieutenant of 
the league, answered his chief in the 
language of St Peter : • " Though I di6, 
yet will I not deny thee." ^ 

The fleet was arranged in three divi- 
sions. The Ottomans, not drawn up 
in crescent form, as usual, had the 
same triple disposition. Barbarigo 
and the other Venetians commanded 
on the left, John Andrew Doria on the 
right, while Don John himself and Co- 
lonna were in the centre. Crucifix in 
hand, the High Admiral rowed from 
ship to ship exhorting generals and 
soldiers to shew themselves worthy of 
a cause which he had persuaded him- 
self was holy.^ Fired by his eloquence 
and by the sight of the enemy, his 
hearers answered with eager shouts, 
while Don John returned to his ship, 
knelt upon the quarter-di^ck, and offer- 
ed a prayer. He then ordered the 
trumpets to sound the assault, com- 
manded his sailing-master to lay him 
alongside the Turkish Admiral, and 
the battle began. The Venetians, who 

1 De Thoxi, vi. liv. 1. 226, et seq. Cabrera, 
ix. cap. iJ4, 25. Brantoiiie, ii. 119, et seq. 
8co the statements of Al-Hamet, after the 
"battle, to tlio Conqueror — Navarrete, Docu- 
nientos lueditos, iii. 249-251. Total number 
of ChriHtian ships, three hundred and thirty- 
six; of Turkish, two hundred and eighty- 
three — Reliiciou cierta y verdadera, Docu- 
mentos lueditos, iii. 255-256. "Etiamsi 
oporteat mo iDori, non te negabo." — Bran- 
tome, Hommes lUust., ii. 122. 

2 Itehicion cierta y verdadera, Documentos 
Inediios, iii. 24S. Ibid.— Compare de Thou, 
Ti. 23(/-24.'}. Ijrantome, ii. 124. 

» lielaclou cierta y verdadera, 244. Ca- 
brera, ix., cap. 25. De Thou, vi. 242, sqq. 
lirjintonie. ii 12(5, sqq. 

* Ciibri'ra sayw that thirty thousand Turks 
were slain, ten tliotisaud made prisoners, 
ten thou.<aiid Ch istians killed, and fifteen 
thousand Christian prisoners liberated, ix. 
€93. Do Thou'a estimate is twenty-five 
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were first attacked, destroyed ship 
after ship of their assailants after a 
close and obstinate contest, but Bar- 
barigo fell dead ere the sunset, with 
an arrow through his brain. Mean- 
time the action, immediately after the 
first onset, had become general From 
noon till evening the battle raged, with 
a carnage rarely recorded in history. 
Don John's own ship lay yard-arm and 
yard-arm with the Turkish Admiral, 
and exposed to the fire of seven large 
vessels besides. It was a day wh«i 
personal audacity, not skilful tactics, 
was demanded, and the imperial 
bastard shewed the metal he was 
made of. The Turkish Admiral's 
ship was destroyed, his head exposed 
from Don John's deck upon a pike, 
and the trophy became the signal for 
a general panic and a complete vie- 
tory. By sunset the battle had been 
won.' 

Of nearly three hundred Turkish 
galleys, but fifty made their escap& 
From twenty-five to thirty thousand 
Turks were slain, and perhaps ten 
thousand Christians. The gallej- 
slaves on both sides fought well, aiui 
the only beneficial result of the victOTjr 
was the liberation of several thousand 
Christian captives. It is true thai 
their liberty was purchased with the 
lives of a nearly equal number ol 
Christian soldiers, and by the reduc- 
tion to slavery of almost as many 
thousand Mussulmen,* duly distributea 
among the Christian victors. Many 



thousand Turks killed, three thousand pri* 
soners, and ten thousand Christians killed, 
vi. 247. Brautome states the number of 
Turks killed at thirty thousand. wUkod 
counting those who were drowned, or who 
died afterwards of their wounds ; six thou- 
sand prisoners, twelve thousand Christiji» 
prisoners liberated, and ton thousand Chxii- 
tians killed. Hoofd, vi. 214, Rives tliB 
figures at twenty-five thousand iSirka and 
ten thousand Christians slain. Bor, v. 854^ 
(t. i.). makes a minute estimate, on the ao- 
thority of Pietro Contareno, stating the 
number of Christians killed at seven thour 
sand six hundred and fifty, that of Turks at 
twenty-five thousand one hundred and fifty; 
Txirkish prisoners at three thousand eigiA 
hundred and forty-six, and Christi;ma lil«?- 
ated at twelve thousand ; giving the num- 
ber of Turkish ships destroyed at eighty, 
captured fifty. According to the *'Relaoi<A 
cierta y verdadera" (which was drawn up a 
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causes contributed to this splendid 
triumph. The Turkish ships, inferior 
in number, were also worse manned 
than those of their adversaries, and 
their men were worse armed. Every 
bullet of the Christians told on muslin 
turbans and embroidered timics, while 
the arrows of the Moslems fell 
harmless on the casques and corslets 
of their foes. The Tvu-ks, too, had 
committed the fatal error of fighting 
upon alee shore. Having no sea room, 
and being repelled in their first onset, 
many gsJleys were driven upon the 
Tocks, to be destroyed with all their 
crewB.^ 

But whatever the cause of the vic- 
tory, its consequence was ;to spread the 
name and &me of Don JoJbn of Austria 
throughout the world. Alva wrote, 
with enthusiasm, to congratulate him; 
pronouncing the victory the most bril- 
liant one ever achieved by Christians, 
and Don John the greatest general 
since the death of Julius Ca3sar. At 
Hie same time, with a sarcastic fling at 
the erection of the Escorial, he advised 
Philip to improve this new success in 
8ome more practical way than by build- 
ing a house for the Lord and a se- 
pikhre for the dead. " If," said the 
Buke, "the conquests of Spain be ex- 
tended in consequence of this triumph, 
tlien, indeed, will the Cherubim and 
Seraphim sing glory to God."* A 
courier, despatched post haste to Spain, 
bore the glorious news, together with 
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the sacred standard of the Prophet, 
the holy of holies, inscribe<l with the 
name of Allah twenty-eight thousand 
nine himdred times, always kept in 
Mecca during peace, and never since 
the conquest of Constantinople lost in 
battle before. The King was at ves- 
pers in the Escorial. Entering the 
sacred precincts, breathless, travel- 
stained, excited, the messenger found 
Philip impassible as marble to the 
wondrous news. Not a muscle of the 
royal visage was moved, not a syllable 
escaped the royal lips, save a brief 
order to the clergy to continue the in- 
terrupted vespers. When the service 
had been methodically concluded, the 
King made known the intelligence and 
requested a Te Deum.^ 

The youthful commander-in-chief 
obtained more than his full meed of 
glory. No doubt he had fought with 
brilliant courage, yet, in so close and 
murderous a conflict, the valour of no 
single individual could decide the day, 
and the result was due to the combined 
determination of all. Had Don John 
remained at Naples, the issue might 
have easily been the same. Barbarigo, 
who sealed the victory with his blood; 
Colonna, who celebrated a solemn 
triumph on his return to Rome ; Ptir- 
ma, Doria, Giustiniani, Venieri, might 
each as well have claimed a monopoly 
of the glory, had not the Pope, at 
Philip's entreaty, conferred the baton 
of command upon Don John.^ The 



few days after the action), the number of 
Turks slain was " thirty thousand and up- 
wards, besides many prisoners;" that of 
Christians killed was seven thousand; of 
(Siristian slaves liberated, twelve thousand; 
of Ottoman ship taken or destroyed, two 
liuodred and thirty. Documentos In6(litos, 
&' S49. Fbilip sent an express order, for- 
liulding the ransoming of even the captive 
flffican (CaYta de F. II. Ik D. I. de Zultiga. 
])oeaiQeDto8 In^ditos, iii. 236). The Turkish 
liaves were divided among the victors in 
theproportiou of one-half to Philip and one- 
Iwlf to the Pope and Venice. The other 
1)ooty was distnbuted on the same principle. 
Out of the Pope's share Don John received, 
as a present, one hundred and seventy-four 
dsves (Documentos In^ditos, iil 229). Alex- 
ander of Parma received thirty slaves ; Re- 
queaens, thirty. To ^ach general of infantry 
ma assigned six slaves; to each colonel, 
tana; to each ship's captain, one. The num- 
ber of "slaves in chains" (esclavos de ca- 



dena) allotted to Philiji was thirty-six hun- 
dred (Documentos Ineditos, 257). Seven 
thousand two hundred Turkish slaves, there- 
fore, at least, were divided among Cliristi«'uis. 
Ij^his number of wretches, who were not for- 
tiniate enough to die with their twenty-five 
thousand comrades, must be set off against 
the twelve thousand Christian slaves liber- 
ated in the general settlement of the account 
with Humanity. 

1 De Thou, vi. 245, 246, 247. 

* Parabien del Duqxie de Alba, Documen- 
tos Ineditos, iii. 270-287. 

^ Relacion por Luis del Marmol, Docu- 
mentos Ineditos, iii. 270-573. 

< De Thou, vi. 243. — Compare Cabrera, ix. 
689b. Brantome, ii. 133. Even Dun John's 
favourite monkey distinguished himself in 
the action. The creature is reported to have 

Eicked up a shell, which had fallen upon a 
oly shrine, close at its master's feet, and 
to haVe thrown it overboard. — ^Van der 
Hammen y Leon, iii. 180. . 
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meagre result of the contest is as no- 
torious as the victory. "While CJon- 
stantinople was quivering with appre- 
hension, the rival generals were already 
wrangling with animosity. Had the 
Christian fleet advanced, every soul 
would have fled from the capital, but 
Providence had ordained otherwise, 
and Don John sailed westwardly with 
his ships. He made a descent on the 
Barbary coast, captured Tunis, destroy- 
ed Biserta, and brought King Amidas 
and his two sons prisoners to Italy. 
Ordered by Philip to dismantle the 
fortifications of Tunis, he replied by 
repairing them thoroughly, and by 
placing a strong garrison within the 
citadel. Intoxicated with his glory, 
the young adventurer already de- 
manded a crown, and the Pope was dis- 
posed to proclaim him King of Tunis, 
for the Queen of the Lybian seas was to 
be the capital of his Empire, the new 
Carthage which he already dreamed. 

Philip thought it time to interfere, 
for he felt that his own crown might 
be insecure, with such a restless and 
ambitious spirit indulging in possible 
and impossible chimeras. He removed 
John de Soto, who had been Don 
John's chief councillor and emissary 
to the Pope, and substituted in his 
place the celebrated and ill-starred 
Escovedo.'^ The new secretary, how- 
ever, entered as heartily but secretly 
into all these romantic schemes.* . Dis- 
appointed of the Empire which he 
had contemplated on the edge of the 
African desert, the champion of the 
Cross turned to the cold islands of the 
northern seas. There sighed, in cap- 
tivity, the beauteous Mary of Scotland, 
victim of the heretic Elizabeth. His 
BU8cei)tibility to the charms of beauty 
— a chaivocteristic as celebrated as his 
courage — was excited, his chivalry 

1 Do Thou, Brantome, Cabrera in locia 
citiitiH. Striula, x. 510. Do Thoii, vii. 112. 
Van dor Vynckt, ii. 221. Bor, xi. 840, 841. 
Mcnioi-iuldo Ant. Poroz Obras y Relaciones, 
Geneva, lt544, p. 297. 

2 Wot, xi. 840, 841. Strada, x. 610. De 
Tlion, vii. 119. Memorial do Antonio Perez, 
ObniH y Relm;i<)ifie«, \\ 208, 290. 

a Ktriula. x. 611. Bor, xi. S40, 841. V. d. 
Vynckt, ii. 221. Do Thou, vii. 649— " Y 
di'xo lo el nunol(» qtio havia tenido un de- 
Bpaulio do liouiu, tn quo le avisa haver 
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aroused. What holier triumph for 
the conqueror of the SaracenB than 
the subjugation of these northern in- 
fidels f He would dethrone the proud 
Elizabeth; he would liberate and 
espouse the Queen of Scots, and to- 
gether they would reign over the two 
united realms. All that the Pope 
could do with bulls and blessings, let- 
ters of excommunication, and patents 
of investitiu«, he did with his whole 
heart. Bon John was at liberty to be 
King of England and Scotland as soon 
as he Uked ; * all that was left to do 
was to conquer the kingdoms. 

Meantime, while these schemes were 
flitting through his brain, and were 
yet kept comparatively secret by the 
Pope, Escovedo, and hunself , the newi 
reached him in Italy that he had been 
appointed Qovemor-GJeneral of the 
Netherlands.^ Nothing could be mors 
opportune. In the provinces were ten 
thousand veteran Spaniards, ripe for 
adventiu^, hardened by yean of war> 
fare, greedy for gold, audacious almost . 
beyond humanity, the very instru- 
ments for his scheme. The timei 
were critical in the Netherlands, it 
was true; yet he would soon pacii(f 
those paltry troubles, and then swe^ 
forward to his prize. Yet events were 
rushing forward with such feverish 
rapidity, that he might be too late for 
his adventure. Many days were lost 
in the necessary journey from Italy 
into Spain to receive the final instnifr 
tions of the Eling. The news from 
the provinces grew more and more 
threatening. With the impetuosity 
and romance of his temperament^ he 
selected his confidential friend Ottano 
Gonzaga, six men-at-arms, and an 
adroit and well -experienced SwiM 
courier, who knew every road o£ 
France.^ It was no light adventare . 

Uegado alia otro, del Sonor Don Juan m. 
<;ifra sobro lo do Ingflaterra pidiondo i n 
sanctidad favor para sdto de x>ersona (y ann 
con Li invcstidura del Royno on Ih persona 
de Don Juan como so entendi6 despaeri^ 
bullae, breves, dincro, y qiie assy so le Dane 
erabiado persona con todo cIlo.*'— Memorial 
de Antonio Perez. Obros v Boladones. Pl 
803. 

* Strada, x. 610. Do Thou, vii. 891. 

6 Bnuitome, ii. 137. Strada* iz. 4tl 
Cabrera, xi. 874. 
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r the Catholic Gk)vemor-Qeneral of 
.6 Netherlands to traverse the king- 
izn at that particular junoture. 
Mining his bright locks and fair face 
the complexion of a Moor, he start- 
l on hia journey, attired as the ser- 
mt of Gonzaga. Arriving at Paris, 
ter a rapid journey, he descended at 
hostelry opposite the residence of 
le Spamah ambassador, Don Diego 
s Cuiiiga. After nightfall he had a 
Maret interview with that functionary, 
od learning, among other matters, 
hat there was to be a great ball that 
tight at the Louvre, he determined to 
;io thither in disguise. There, not- 
inthstanding his hurry, he had time 
to Bee and to become desperately en- 
amoured of *' that wonder of beauty," 
the fair and frail Margaret of Y alois, 
Queen of Kavarre. Her subsequent 
Yiat to her yoimg adorer at Kamur, 
to be recorded in a future page of this 
lustory, was destined to mark the last 
taming point in his picturesque career. 
On hia way to the Netherlands he 
keld a rapid interview with the Duke 
of Quise, to arrange his schemes for 
the liberation and espousal of that 
iioUe's kinswoman, the Scottish Queen ; 
and on the 3d of Kovember he arrived 
ifc Luxemburg.^ 

There stood the young conqueror of 
Lepanto, his brain full of schemes, his 
hearfc full of hopes, on the threshold 
of the Netherlands, at the entrance to 
what he believed the most brilliant 
duqpter of his life — schemes, hopes, 
and visions, doomed speedily to fade 
btfore the cold reality with which he 
was to be confronted. Throwing off 
his disguise aftw reaching Luxemburg, 
the youthful paladin stood confessed. 
E[u i^pearance was as romantic as his 
nigin and his exploits. Every con- 
temporary chronicler, French, Spanish, 
[tidian, Flemish, Roman, have dwelt 
upon his personal beauty and the 
itngiiUr fascination of his manner.^ 
^rmmetrical features, blue eyes of 
{rest yivacity, and a profusion of 
aright curling hair, were combined 
wmi a person not much above middle 



» Cabrera, xi. 874. Btrad.% ix, 423. V. 
L Yjmckt, ii. 222. Bor, ix. 742. Brautome, 
1187,1^8. Hoofd, xi. 472. 

Toun. 



height, but perfectly well propor- 
tioned. Owing to a natural peculi- 
arity of his head, the hair fell back- 
ward from the temples, and he had 
acquired the habit of pushing it from 
his brows. The custom became a 
fashion among the host of courtiers, 
who were but too happy to glass them- 
selves in so brilliant a mirror. As 
Charies the Fifth, on his journey to 
Italy to assume the iron crown, had 
caused his hair to be clipped dose, as 
a remedy for the headaches with which, 
at that momentous epoch, he was tor- 
n>ented, bringing thereby close shaven 
polls into extreme fashion ; so a mass 
of hair pushed backward from the 
temples, in the style to which the 
name of John of Austria was appro- 
priated, became the prevailing mode 
wherever the favourite son of the 
Emperor appeared. 

Such was the last crusader whom 
the annals of chivalry were to know ; 
the man who had humbled the orescent 
as it had not been humbled since the 
days of the Tancreds, the Baldwins, 
the Plantagenets — yet^ after all, what 
was this brilliant adventurer when 
weighed against the tranquil Christian 
champion whom he was to meet face 
to face? The contrast was striking 
between the real and the romantic 
hero. Don John had pursued and 
achieved glory through victories with 
which the world was ringing ; William 
was slowly compassing a coimtry's 
emancipation through a series of de- 
feats. He moulded a commonwealth 
and united hearts with as much con- 
tempt for danger as Don John had 
exhibited in scenes of slave-driving 
and carnage. Amid fields of blood, 
and through webs of tortuous intrigue, 
the brave and subtle son of the Em- 
peror pursued only his own objects. 
Tawdry schemes of personal ambition, 
conquests for his own benefit, impos- 
sible crowns for his own wearing, were 
the motives which impelled him, and 
the prizes which he sought. His 
existence was feverish, fitful, and pas- 
sionate. " Tranquil amid the raging 

s Meteren, vi. 119. Bentivoglio, etc., 218. 
Brantome, ii. 160. Strada, x. 609. J. R, 
Taaais, iv. 826. * Btiada« x. b\^, b\V 
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The RU^ of the 



Atrr.o^.. t\kf. father rd hu coiintrv 
w%v**/I jurirle the diadern which for 
hirn hvl nftither chairrw nor meanina^, 
Th'^iT oharact/ffa were aii crmtwitfiA aa 
th*ir fj*iTV»rA Thft curWi darling of 
Cfii'^airv .V'>.rri'yl a youth at th:fty-r>ne, 
SfAr'i of fi;rrire, plain in apparel, be- 
ni^rnant, V>iit ha(r;c^rd of countenance, 
with t/jfTipl^ >/ared by anxiety m munh 
a4 by hiA h*;lrnet, earnest, alm^rrt de- 
vo'it. in manner, in hi* own wordii, 
"Calviw «t Caiviniiita," ^ William of 
Oran;?*! wan an old man at forty-three. 
f'erhaf»»i there wa« afi much good 
faith on the f^art f4 I>on John, when he 
arriw-d in Luxembun?, as could be ex- 
pf!/s*^d of a man c/>ming directly firim 
the cabinet of Philip. The King haA 
w.*:Tf^\y infltnict'srl hira tft conciliate 
th«! provim^js, but Ut ooncf^de nothing,* 
for till", f iovf'mor waH fHily a new incar- 
nation of the inwine jianulox that be- 
nignity and the HyHt/cm '»f Charlefl the 
Fiftli were one. Ho wa« directed to 
r':Ht/ire the government to it« state 
during the imperial ejK>ch.' Seven- 
iAM'.u provincen, in two of which the 
jxipiilation were all diHHonterH, in all of 
whi(;h the principle of mutual t^ilera- 
iion Ihvl jiiHt been acceptorl by Catho- 
licH and i'rot^jiitantH, were now to be 
brought ha<;k to the condition ocoord- 
JTig t/) which all I'roteHtants were 
1)eliearI(Ml, bnnied, orburierl alive. »So 
that the InqniHition, the abHolnte an- 
lliority of thn monarch, and the cxolu- 
nivn woFHhip of tluj lloman Church, 
wcn> pnwrvod intact, the King pro- 
f<'HH<'d hiiiiHf'lf dcHirouH of " oxtingiiiah- 
iiig the fijcH of relwllion, and of saving 
ih« peopio fnnn the loHt dcHperation." 
Wit.h th»'rto Hiight exoeptionH, Philip 
\viM4 willing to bo very benignant. 
" Mnrn than tlnH," Haid he, "cannot 
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and antAt noc \» e o ne f ek eL "* To 
thsae brief but preenant iiHfknietioiis 
waa added a mionel of wMee, penonal 
. in ita aasnre, bat verj eiytfacteriitie 
of the writer. Don Joha wa« recom- 
mended to take gieaz car* of hia ■on], 
'■ and aUo to be Terj caatioua in ilia 
I maaaeement of his anuxin.* 

Thiia cotmaellad and aecratly di- 

j rectad. the new Captaia-Genenl hid 

> been diamlaBed to tha unhappy Nether- 

'. lands. The podtioii, howerer, wu 

I neceaaarily falae. The man who WM 

i renowned for martial exploita, and 

notoriously devoured by ambitioii, 

could hardly inspire deep oonfidenee 

in the pacific dispoaitiona of tha 

' goyerament Tha crusader of Granada 

and Lepanto, the champion of tha 

' ancient Church, was not likely to 

please the nigged Zealandera who had 

I let themselves be hacked to pieoH 

i rather than say one Pateniaster, and 

I who had worn crescents in thebr capi 

I at Leyden, to prove their deeper hoith 

I lity to the Pope than to the Toik. 

I The imperial bastard would derira 

I but slight consideration from hii 

i paternal blood in a oountiy when 

illegitimate birth was more imfavom^ 

ably regarded than in most othff 

countries, and where a Brabantiiie 

edict, recently issued in name of the 

King, deprived all political or dril 

ftmctionaries not bom in wedlock of 

their offices.^ Tet he had reoeivad 

instructions, at his departure, to briiy 

about a pacification, if possible, alw^ 

maintaining, however, the abaohrte 

authority of the crown and the ezclii- 

sivo exercise of the Catholic religion. 

How the two great points of hia Sn* 

structions were to be made entirely 

palatable was left to time and chanoa 

There was a vague notion, that with 



• (Jin'liHifl. (Nirn»H|i. (htillaunio lo Tacit., 
ill , |in»f. iNiii. iin«ln(»t.(!.— Comjiuro l5Lr;ulii, 

l\. 11 ■" Anwcliuti |)tic:l midjito capito 

miluiili'im, VJil«'s iiii)uit Imo mlvitum. w.ito 
III* imii tiiii^iN ni)iit<) ipmin conic ailvum 
|iM4i* " S( nil ill, ix. -I.'!!, i:',!t. 

• lii^'trufriiiu St'iTuta «|u\!l Roy D. Fdipo 
II , «ln'i III Still. I). .1. <lo AtJKtria. cmTiviD l.-i 
\W iiiiino pnipriii. liilil. do Uotirpropiu. MS. 
Nil. xvii. ".S.') 

■■» '• i^iii' »«• vuolvMU liiH (NiMiiH al ptwionio y 
jiiii iiTiti;'i>i>ili>l ticiDpo lU'i Kiniicradur,'* olc. 
•^hiNlriKviiMi tkvrcUi, Mi3. 



« " Bolvando la Religion y mi obadt 1 

ciicio, quAnto se pucdo liegandolasoonia ; 
OKfoH tumiinos prosupticstos quo convieM 
atiijar onto Aiofl^o y no dexor llofirar aqiuDa 
pruuto A la ultima desperooion. Y con ello M 
ciurru todo quo so devo oonoeder,*' ata-* 
Ibid. 



* " Ix) de la quonta con 

Aiiclar con tiouto en los amorcs," etc., elB. 
Ibid. 

c ]3or, ix. 673. Tho edict was doted MMb 
of Morcli 1676. 
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m new Goyemor's fame, fascinating 
•nners, and imperial parentage, he 
igfat accomj^ian a result which 
sither fraud nor force — ^not the arts 
\ Granvelle, nor the atrocity of Alva, 
yr the licentiousness of a huccaneer- 
Ig soldiery had been able to effect. 
M for Don John himself, he came 
ikh no definite plans for the Nether- 
indera, but with very daring projects 
f bia own, and to pursue these misty 
nnona waa hia maih business on arriv- 
ing in the provinces. In the mean- 
lisie he was disposed to settle the 
letherhmd difficulty in some showy, 
t&hasadi &8hion> which should cost 
Um but little trouble, and occasion no 
iitriment^ to the cause of Papacy or 
ibolutiBm. Unfortunately for these 
apid arrangements, William of Orange 
W in Zesdand, and the Pacification 
IhI just been signed at Ghent. 

It was, naturally, with very little 
■fckfaction that the Prince beheld the 
vrival of Don John. His sagacious 
oombinaitiona would henceforth be im- 
Pided, i£ not wholly frustrated. This 
w foresam He knew that there could 
lie no intention of making any arrange- 
BMot ut which Holland and Zealand 
flookl be included. He was confident 
ftit any-reoognition of the Reformed 
nl%ion was as much out of the ques- 
tion now as ever. He doubted not 
tiiAt there were many Catholic mag- 
attes^ waf^ering politicians, aspirants 
lor royal favour, who would soon be 
iwdj to desert the cause which had so 
leoenily been made a general cause, 
and who would soon be undermining 
the work of their own hands. The 
Buifioation of Ghent would never be 
nwintained in letter and i^irit by the 
vioegerent of Philip-; for however its 
Moae might be commented upon or 
porerted, the treaty^ while it recog- 
BiMd Catholicism as the state religion, 
eonceded, to a certain extent, liberty 
(rf ooDBcience. An immense stride 
had been taken by abolishing the 
edicts, and prohibiting persecution. 
H that st^ were now retraced, the new 
re^gion was doomed, and the liberties 
of Holland and Zealand destroyed. " If 
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they make an arrangement with Don 
John, it will be for us of the religion 
to nm," wrote the Prince to his bro- 
ther, " for their intention is to suffer 
no person of that faith to have a fixed 
domicile in the Netherlands.'*^ It 
was, therefore, with a calm determina- 
tion to counteract and crush the policy 
of the youthful Governor that William 
the Silent awaited his antagonist. Were 
Don John admitted to confidence, the- 
peace of Holland and Zealaud was 
gone. Therefore it was necessary to- 
combat him both openly and secretly 
— by loud remonstrance and by invisi- 
ble stratagem. What chance had the 
impetuous and impatient young herO' 
in such an encounter with the fore- 
most statesman of the ago ? He had 
arrived with all the self-confidence of 
a conqueror ; he did not know that he 
was to be played upon like a pipe — to 
be caught in meshes spread by his own 
hands — ^to struggle blindly — to rage 
impotently — to die ingloriously. . 

The Prince had lost no time in ad- 
monishing the states-general SA to the 
course which should now be piu^ued. 
He was of opinion, that \ipon their 
conduct at this crisis depended the fu- 
ture destinies of the Netherlands. " If; 
we understand how to make proper- 
use of the new Governor's arrival," 
said he, "it may prove very advantage- 
ous to us; if not, it will be the com- 
mencement of our total ruin."^ The 
spirit of all his conmiunications was 
to infuse the distrust which he honest- 
ly felt, and which he certainly took no 
pains to disguise ; to impress upon his 
countrymen the importance of improv- 
ing the present emergency by the en- 
lai^ement, instead o£ the threatened 
contraction of their liberties, and to 
enforce with all his energy the neces- 
sity of a firm union. He assured the 
estates that Don John had been sent, 
in this simple manner, to the country, 
because the King and cabinet had be- 
gun to despair of carrying their point 
by force. At the same time he warned 
them that force would doubtless be re- 
placed by fraud. He expressed his 
conviction that so soon as Don John 



1 Archi:ve8 de la Haison d'Orange, v. 544. 



> Archives et CorreBpoudoAce, ^. 4l^^ 



212 



Tm RUc o^th^, Ihrt^h R^uhlic, 



\.Af'. ■M.f^rr. ^".7. ".., ■•i«::7». zLc j-tr.'Tiieti'rsji 
le :..■■,:: r.i.'*- <r.::.iii it'.ii tae iiirii.:** 
■xv..r: ;/'.■■* '..Ai^'* *j". "Ji-^ ■■ica«il.»»r ^':r- 

A., r.j • i> "-..--.-.-.litiT V r'»;c*".'-.«*iiii "x.-* 
jt.>-.z..-^ -,f .'j-r. .j' .i-.r.i p*r»i:Ti. Br 14-. 
fl-.ir 7. r:. .... ',. >.«:AC.-*'i ::-.:riit oe 3.iv-r«i: 
f'.r -.":!-. ■AV-- '.h-i K:r.7"^ re*>y,«T«:t fir 
*■-.> K. -. >:r r - <i.,r., *h.it tc..*ir deiiian'is 
" • ...: '* /r-ir.trc: rather tLan iLiC cj 

i.'^r- .' ■ 'i '>i prrrr:-.An«=:r.tl7 ■iniian- 

jr-;.** :.• i'.'i '- vrrrr ^r,rlk:rii' and elab> 
ri?>! !>r.>T v.hlch he vHriawiati rri-ra 
M\f[fW. . -..-J ry, tjxf: f:«tAr,i**-i?cri-=:ni. be 
iri.-.;.-.V;«'l ''.fi *.h^ f;xr*^i-^riCT ',t seizin? 
tiif: pr*:V;r.*, ''.f»r/*rtinitv in -^rder to se- 
en r^ Jiryj v> Hx^ATid their liberties, and 
nr;;-vJ tr.';ri'i t/> arwert hrfitiAlj the firin- 
cipie th;i* thi^ tnie h::4torical p.'Iity of 
th'j .Vether^Avl/j was a rei^reaentative, 
coij-sttl •:■ 1 ti'inai (roverriment. Don Ji>hn, 
on arriviiit^ at Luxemburg, had de- 
rnan'l':'! h'/.-.t^en for hw own aecuritr, 
a rrie;L-,iire which could not but strike 
th*; calrn'r-tt i4f>ectat/*r aa an infraction 
of all provincial righta. "He aaka you 
t/* di>u'irTn," ry^ntinued "William of 
Onnj^';; '"he invitea you to furnish 
Ijojit'i^-^'H, }>nk the time has been when 
t)iti lorri of the land came unarme^l and 
uncovcr^jd, before the estates-general, 
;ind Hworc t(j supfiort the constitutirjna 
before liis own sovereignty could be 

ff<; roitcraierl his suRpicions as to 
the hon<irit intentifjns of the govem- 
irj«'ni, and Houglit, as forcibly as pos- 
nWAc, t/) infuHij an equal distrust into 
thn Tninrls of those lie arldressed. 
" AtiiwJTp," said he, "once the power- 
ful ;ind bjooniing, now the most forlorn 
nut\ «lnH«i]at^i city of Christendom, suf- 
fered be.eauHo slio darc<l to exclude the 
K in^'s iro(jf >H. Vou may be sure that 
yon an; ail to have a place at the same 
bniu^uiii. We may forget the past, 
l»ui |iriii(!(;s never forget, when the 
iiir.'iiM (if vengoaiioe are ])laced within 
ilii'ir iiamiH. Nature teaches them to 
iirrivn at iiicir end liy fraud, when 
'violentw will not avaU tliem. Like 



I AnliivnM ul ('on-uHpuiiiittucu, v. 496. 

> I<i>lt«<r to Oio RtAtuN ^norol, 30th of No- 
t I'Uilior lol*}, Jn J3or, 747, 748, 74», 
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little jaijdreE. they whistle to the 
> IT' iri ^iiey -v-jTiIfi oaTcfa. Promises and 
f rrtecciM m«!7 will ftrrw-gli in plenty."* 

H-* irroi tiem. on. no accomit to be- 
zin MLj nes»ciasi'?ii with the GoTemory 
ex::i^cc in. the htaia of the immediate 
■i-rr.art^ire or the Mldiezy. ''Make no 
iiTT'^nien'; "arith him. Tmlen the Spoi- 
ls inii ither ioreizn troops hare 
"teen sent away beforehand; beware^ 
mear.tT— e. -f disbanding yonr own, 
f-:r zLiz w^re to put the knife into hii 
haii«L» t.: cr.z yr-'ir own throats withaL"" 
He then tr^r-eeeded to sketch the out* 
lic/es if ;i n-fci-tiation. sach aa he could 
^et^: cmiezi'l The plan was certainly 
au£eiexitly b<:>ld. and it could haidly 
cau^ agtuR-yhment, if it were not 
immediately accepted by Don Jdbn 
as the h^^is of an arrangement. "Bt- 
memh-er thu u not play,** said ilie 
Prince, ** and that yon have to choon 
between the two, either total xtiin or 
manly self-defence. Don John mot 
command the immediate departon ot 
the Spaniards. All our privil^gM 
must be revised, and an oath to miiii- 
tain them required. New ooancib 
of state and finance must be app(HBted 
by the estates. The general aaaemUy 
ought to have power to come togetbflr 
twice or thrice yearly, and, indied, 
as often as they choose. The statei- 
general must administer and regidite 
all affairs. The citadels must be da- 
molished everywhere. No troopsougU 
to be enlisted, nor garrisons establisbsdi 
without the consent of the estates."^ 

In all the documents, whether puUio 
memorials or private letters, wUoh 
came at this period from the hand of 
the Prince, he assumed, as a matter of 
course, that in any arrangement with 
the new .Governor the pacification of 
Ghent was to be maintained TihaM, 
too, was the determination of almoit 
every man in the coimtry. Don Joliiit 
soon after liis arrival at Luxemburg^ 
had despatched messengers to the 
states-general, informing them of hk 
arrival. It was not before the dose ot 
the month of November that the na- 



* "Hot ware hem hot mes in de 
gogoven (iaor modo hy u den haU 
.ftlsnydcn," etc — Ibid., p. 748. 

* Lottor to states-general, ets. 
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AtioQfi eeriouflly bogsm. Pravoat 

mkf on tbe part of tho Governor, 

I inEonned tbem of Dod jH^ihn h in- 

tioa to enter Namur, attend ed by 

moquted troopera.* Pennifiaion, 

was resolutely refuaedj nnd 

here of Namvir were forbiddeo 

oaths of fidelity until the 

flhcmJd have complied with 

ainary demands of the eatates-^ 

rfatfe thefiu demands categori- 

^eputittion of the eatitea' 

\ came to Luxemburg.^ Theae 

[emen were raceived with conrteuy 

|i)oa Johp, but their own demeajiour 

b eoiicdli^tory, A dislike to tho 

gjcflrernmentj a disloyalty to 

flreh with whose brother and 

ative they were dealing, 

thfoitgh all their language. 

like other hand, the ardent temper 

fDtio Jijhn waa ntjver slow to tako 

«. One uf the deputies proposed 

|rtl)« Governor, with great coolness^ 

it he *ihould assume the government 

[ hia own name, and renounce the 

hority ol Philip. Were he will mg 

8o, the patriotic gentleman 

himself that the pmvineefi 

At oiit^ aeknowledg6 him oa 

tt, and siiBtain his government. 

n^ enraged at the insult to his 

^alty which tho proposition 

, drow his dagger and rushed 

the offender. The deputy 

_r probably have paid for hia 

ci^ with his life had there not 

bystanders enough to prevent 

Etrophe. This* scene waa an 

triiry preludti to the opening 

Rons.* 

I Sth of December tho deputies 

] to the Governor at Luxeni- 

iiper, containing tbeir demands^ 

Bp in eight artieleB, :uid their 



. 76L * Ibid. 

1,111 Tbfl anecdote id, how* 
IFeffCtitly hj other histodaiu, 

ioiijc ftf vfhffm the iutlmatJoo 
• .' on the pcirt of thi^ 
fontrh BtbertuA Lsoiai- 
■ r If Ue 4jliOBe ta asriuuie 
I'i migbt raly na 
iiiitA and patriot 
j^c'Xi^'' 'iivnie nutlSiorities, 

I TJ«^tlr:i i±':'y-[Atid noT r^JfOTOd tlni 

Et, Btiid, iim* ii 27; Wii^enaei^ 
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c<»ncesai£)na in ten.'' The atates insist- 
ed on the immediate removal of thai 
troops, with the understanding that 
they were nerver to return* but without 
prohibition of their departure by sea; 
they demanded the immediate rebase 
of all prisoners i they mfiiflted on the 
maiDtennnce of the Ghent treaty^ tht^ 
&tifig nf}iking therein whidi did not 
tend to iht ftiHhtraiice of the Catholic 
religion; they ekhned an act of i^m* 
nesty ; they required the convocation: 
of the statcsgeneral, on the basia of 
that assembly before which took place 
the abdication of Charles the Fifth; 
they demanded an. oath, on the part of 
Don John^ to maintain all the chartera 
and ciistomB of the country. 

Should tbeae conditionB be compl!^ 
with, the deputies consented on th0 
part of the estates, that he should be 
pcknowlodged as Govemorj, and that 
thff Catholic religion and the autho- 
rity of his Majesty should be main- 
tained. Tliey agreed that all foreign 
leagues Hhould be renounced, their 
own foreign soldiery diabanded, and a 
guard of honour, native Netherlanders, 
such ^ hia Majesty was contented 
with at his " Blyth«? Kntrance/* pro- 
vided. A truce of fifteen days, for 
negotiations, was furthermore pro- 
posed,^ 

Don John made answers to thesa 
prii}poeitions by adding a brief com- 
ment, m apijfltille/ upon each of the 
eighteen articles* in aucceiiaion. He 
would &end away the troops, but, at 
the same time, the states must dis- 
band their own. He declined cngag* 
ing hmiBelf not to recall hia foreign 
Boldiery, should necBBsity require their 
eervicCn With regard to the Ghent 
p£udfication, he prof esaed himself ready 
for & geuend peace negotlationf en 



vii. 237, — CohipotoVk d. Vynekt, wbo Ti|}iit«(l 
tbe ciii-ciumEtjUiCQ tAUCh in tbii tiama mMiiier 
as Stnwla. V, ± Vyncktv iL 237, 22w, Aiao 
Tiuslfli, iJi« fill, whoflluiti^ that the Govuruor 
waa so niigT7 with the dajmtr — "ut pnuits 
amiaaSam |}rnpi:ilamanJhiu.vix abstinui^rit.** 
Compare J. P. Va» Cnpellflt EJb. Leon in us 
in BiJdr&^^D tot de Geach. der Nft1„, 47-41*. 
Tho »t(*ry of Roid ii entlraly Imprv -Imblo. .ind 
Sb cTan^iflCCtit with tha tbnjnct«T of itcithciir 
of thQ pritidprJ i«araf>riHtrwa implicftlxsd, 
* a&i tha iirtlclC8 ^ii Bor, x. T(3'i. 763, 
» Ibid. ^ Bor^ X- Tfia. 7<<A 
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condition liiat the supremacy of the 
Catholic Church and the -authority of 
his Majesty were properly secured. 
He would settle upon some act of 
amnesty after due consultation with 
the State CounciL He was willing 
that the states should be convoked in 
general assembly, provided sufficient 
security were given him that nothing 
should be there transacted prejudicial 
to the Catholic iieligion and -the King's 
sovereignty. As for their privileges, 
he woidd govern as had been done in 
the time of his imperial father. He 
expressed his satiE^aciion with most 
of the promises offered by the estates, 
particularly with their expression in 
favour of the Church and of his 
Idajest/s authority; the two all-im- 
portant points to secure which he had 
•come thither unattended, at the peril 
of his life ; but he received their -offer 
of a body-guard, by which his hire- 
lings were to be superseded, with very 
little gratitude. He was on the point, 
he said, of advancing -as far .as Marche 
en Famine, and should take with him 
as strong a guard as he considered 
necessary, and composed of such troops 
as he had at hand.^ Nothing decisive 
came of this first interview. The 
parties had taken the measures of 
their mutual claims, and after a few 
days, fencing with apostilles, replies, 
and rejoinders, they separated, their 
acrimony rather inflamed than ap- 
peased. 

The departure of the troops and the 
Ghent treaty were the vital points in 
the negotiation. The estates had ori- 
ginally been content that the troops 
should go by sea. Their suspicions 
were, however, excited by the perti- 
nacity with which Don John held to 
this mode of removal. Although they 
did not suspect the myHterious in- 
vasion of £^gland, a project which 
was the real reason why the Governor 
objected to their departure by land,* 
yet they soon became aware that he 
had been secretly tampering with the 
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1 Bor. X. 762, 763. 

- Ibid.. X. 766. Iloofd, xi. 479. — Compare 
Btradii, ix. 429. 
3 Bor. X. 706, 706. 
« Ibid., X. 766. Hoofidi, 479, 480. 



troops «t every pomtb Tlbft «fB90t 
these secret n^gotiatioDB «ith 
leading officers of the amy wa 
genenJ expression «ff their <mnwilli 
nes8» on account of the latenen of 
season, the difficolt and danger 
condition of the roads -and moiinti 
passes, the plague in Italy, and ot 
pretexts, te undertake m long a jo 
ney by land.' On the oth^ ha 
the states, seeing the anxiety lad i 
duplicity of Don John upon this p 
ticular pointy came to the resoliiti 
to thwart him at «11 hazards, and: 
sisted on the land jeumey. Toe la 
a time, too much money, too mai 
ships would be necessaiy, l^ey said, 
forward so large a force by sea> and 
the meantime it would be necem 
to permit them to live for another i 
definite period at the ehaige <A tl 
estates.^ 

With regard to the Ghent M 
cation, the estates, in the coune 
December, procured an express opidi 
from the elerven professors of theek| 
and doctors vtriutque juris of Louni 
that the treaty contained nothb 
which conflicted with the saproow 
of the Catholic religion.' The Tariff 
bishops, deacons, abbots, «nd paiAfl 
of the Netherlands made a simS 
decision.' An elabOTate paper, dm 
up by the State Councu, at the i 
quest of the states-general, deohr 
tiiat there was nothmg in the Pftoi 
cation derogatory to the supM 
authority of his Majesty/ Thus ft 
tified with opinions which, it mart 
confessed, were rather dogmatia] 
than argumentatively drawn in^ •: 
which it would have been difficult n 
logically to defend, the states look 
forward confidently to the ef«Dti 
acceptance by Don John of the tw 
proposed. In the meantime^ wl 
there was still an indefinite paoM 
the negotiations, a remarkable msw 
•came to aid the efficacy of the Gb 
Pacification. 

Early in January 1577, the ei 



* See tbo document la Bor, x. Ttf. 

« Ibid. 

7 Bor, X. 768. Opinion of the State O 
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tied '^ Union of Bruie«lfl'^ was 
Tim impoiiftni a^eement 
I origiiiilljr ftign^ bj eight leading 
tK» Abbot of Saint Oer- 
lU Lalain und Bosau, 
ftJ 'ir de Champagti J being 

Jittncmg tixt^ ;u Limber. Ita tenor \yiu to 
lengii^e iu iaijemers to comiMiaii tlie im- 
Im^lbtB ejqKiIeioD of the iijponmrils 
lArid tlitt ext^uiitioti u^ tlie tilient Paci- 
[icstion, to m^Lntain ike Catholio re- 
oti a^d the King'i authority, and 
I to defend the fatherland and all tta 
ccmstjtiitioiiB. Itfi motivta was to gone- 
nJiae the poflition aeaum^d by the 
, ChcDt trefi.ty. The new act was to be 
ibjp^^ liijft bj a few Hpeuial deputies 
I tkiw&f like « diplom^tk eoiiveutioDj 
Ixd % all the leivding indiTlduiil» of 
' lU tbe prcrrincesi in order to exhibit 
h Dun John aueh an array of utdted 
itf«tigth that he would find hknaeJf 
fiTQcd to aiibmit to the demands of i 
ihti t^tates,^ The tenor, motive, and 
etfect were all aa had been propoeed 
iQti f ofeatf en. The agreement tf> exjjel 
tke Spsinisurcb, UBdt^r the D^tholic and 
[cijhI miLnifestationB iudicafiedj passed 
tniQi kind t^i hand thruugh all the 
I ^rw]iie«6. It «oon received tb& signa- 
ture and enppurt of aH th^ reapecta- 
I Vility, wealthy and inteiligence of the 
I wtde oountTy. Nobles, eccle^iaatics^ 
I {iitifetie, hiksteii'dd to give to it their 
idhfiiion. The statea-generai hod ient 
iijfljy aoU'tnifi reaoiution* to every pro- 
I TMiL' that every man might 

be ! nge himtielf either upon 

)^ riiUM ^-i L^jc fatherland or of dea- 
iWtiaiiL TwtK oopiea of the eignaturee 
I WtMJuiiid in each province were or- 
clerdd;, of which one was to be deposit- 
ed Ici it« archivet, and the other for- 
«iinl(ft{ to Briiaeek. In a abort timu, 
j (Very province, with the single eieep- 
Itipu \)i hvixemhurgi had leaded the 
[lEiTiiroi^nt with Bignatujee. This was 
at at«|j ill advance. The Ghent 
ation^ which wish in the nature 
aty between the Prince and the 
t of Holland and Zealand on the 
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^Mt jTon, de 1a Balg.^ Yi 58, m*. Gr. v* 
PHnaterer, v. ahi9, aqq, Bor, i. 7fi9. 
* Bot. I* 7flU, 770 ; finri MttareD, vi. 110, 1 17» 



one eide> uid a certain mimber of pre* 
viucea on the other, had only been 
signed by the envoys of the contraet* 
ing particfiw Though received with 
deserved and univeraal accLLtnation. it 
had not tho authority of a popular 
docuDsent, Thja, however, waft the 
character etudioualy impre^eil ui>On 
the "Bruittek Union/' The i»eople» 
subdivided nccording to the varioua 
grades of their ioeial hlemrehy, had 
been Bolemnly summoned to coiineil, 
and had deliberately recorded their 
conviction. No restraint had be>eii 
put upon their freedom of action, and 
there waa hardly a diHerence of opinieii 
ae to the neceaaitj of the meaaiire.^ 

A rapid revolution in Frlesknd^ 
Qrooingen, and the dependenGiea;^ had 
recently restored that important ooim- 
try to the national party- The Portu- 
guese De Billy had been deprived of 
his authority aa King^a Bbadholdcr^ and 
Count Hoogatraaten^B brtjther, Baron 
do Yille, afterwarda a^j Cuiint lienne- 
berg, infainoui for hia treason to the 
can^ of Liberty, had been appointed 
by the estates in hi^ roon».^ In alt 
thia district the " Union of JBrusceb" 
waa eagerly signed by men of eveiy 
degree. Holljuid and Zealand, no less 
than the Cathohc provinoei of the 
Bouth, willingly accepted the oompro* 
mise which wm thuB laid down, and 
which ivaa thought to be not only an 
additioDol security for the post, not 
only a pillar more for the malnteuanee 
of the Ghent Faciticationt but alf^ a 
sure preouraor of a closer union in the 
future* The Union of Brufi^els became, "^ 
in fact| the stepping-stoDe to the 
" Umon of Utrecht," itself the foim- 
datioD'stone of a repubbc destined to 
endure more than two centuriefl. On 
the other band, this early nnion held 
the aeerf of its own deatruction within 
itaelf. It was not aurprising, however, 
that a strong declaration in favour of 
the Catholic religion should be con- 
tained in tk document intended for cir- 
culation through all the provincea* 



xi, 470, 490. Metorqn, vi. llfl- Ptiwea 
Hist, Gfln. de la Bo]g1<i«o, vL, e. iK. 5i^s3, 
— Compiire Qro^n v, PriiiiSt., ArohlTo*, otc, 
V. 5m, sqci. 
* Bar, ^ 750-7ag. Boofd, il 4711-174 
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I'lin /fhjfrct WM to unite u Urge a 
f'ff<.'r, .vi'l t/i rri.'i)c« M Ktrikin^ a d>3- 
rfi'/tMtrat.i'>ri \n;ihrH thf: eyes of the 
iUf.t-uiitrdf.uf.nX stA wm practicable 
II II' I 'If th': circurriittinces!. The imme- 
rliat,<; put fy iff; wrw hUAWHrf:'!, tfemfK^rary 
till ion w;m forin^^J, but it wm impoji- 
»:ib)«: tJiat a fi<'rrrian«:rit cry8taUii«ation 
Mti'ffll'l tiik': place where ho Htr^ing a 
fli<'.'.ol'/':iit IL.H th'; Catholic ciauae had 
biT«:ii .vhniu«:/]. In the ficquel, there- 
for*;, til'! union fell Miimler preciaely 
at thiit fatal flaw. The next Union* 
Wfut tliat ivhich rh;fiiiite!y Beparated 
Uiii provinccH Int^i J'roteHtant and Ca- 
tliolii:, inf.^1 Htilf -governing republics, 
uii'l tlio (|i!p<:n(l(;nci(M of a distant des- 
potJHni. Th(j initn.'Hliate efTect, how- 
uvf.Vt of tlm " HniH«?lM Union" was to 
rally nil lovers of the fatherland and 
hatiirH of a foreign tyranny upon one 
vitjil |Miint "the expulsion of the 
Htrun^^itr from the land. The foot of 
MiM H|ianiHli soldier should no longer 
proliind their soil. All men were 
fnrtu'd Ut pronounce tliemsolves boldly 
and unoijui vocally, in order that the 
patrioU might stimd shoulder to 
HlioiiMcr, ami the tniiiors be held up 
to infamy. This measure was in strict 
lu'cordantM) with the mlvice given more 
Mian onno by the I'rinco of Orange, 
and was almost in literal fulfilment 
of till) (lompromiso, which he had 
skntitliiid l)«!fore the arrival of Bon 
.lolin.'' 

Tlin dnlilionitions were soon resumed 
wil.li the new (iovomor, the scene being 
shifted from Luxemburg to Huy'. 
liil'linr caniu afresh deputation from 
Mm HtaUiri-general — many signers of 
tin* llriissols Unicm among them — 
iind wnrn .rrcoivod by Don John with 
sl-ilnly courttisy. They hiul, however, 
r-oino dotrrmiiuMl to esirry matters 
with a high and firm hand, being no 
longer dispomxl to lirook his im])erious 
dnniitiuiour, nor to tolerate his dilatory 
policy. It is not surprising, tlierefore, 
iliat the courtesy soon changed to bit- 

• Thu "now or rloMur Uni«in of Bnissols," 
)i(iwtiv««r iuliiilrt^lilu uh a nuinilluitatinu, aud 
liii|iiiriiiiit UN an oxuinplu, oaiiuot, from its 
voi-y l>rUit' (liir.itio'.i. Iki cm iiHitlcnKl as any- 
thiiiK' l>wt an unHuccv:<MAil uttompt at union. 

!i A\iN I Ilk I'l Ini'o d'Onuigc, oto., Archivos, 
etc'., V. 487, fcii*l. 
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temesB. and that attack and recrimina- 
tion usurpel the place of the dignified 
but empty formalities which had cha- 
racterised the interviews at Luxem- 
burg.* 

The envoys, particularly Sweveghem 
and Champagny, made no conceaknent 
of their aentiments towards the Spanish 
. soldiery and the Spanish nation, and 
used a freedom of tone and language 
! which the petulant soldier had nob 
been accustomed to hear. He com- 
I plained, at the outset, that the Nether- 
■ landers seemed new-bom — that instead 
! of bending the knee, they seemed dis- 
posed to grasp the sceptre. Insolenoe 
had taken the place of pliancy, and the 
former slave now applied the chain and 
whip to his master. With such exaeei^ 
bation of temper at the commencement 
of negotiations, their progress was of 
necessity stormy and slow.' 

The envoys now addressed tiiree 
concise questions to the Governor. 
Was he satisfied that the Ghent Pacifi- 
cation contained nothing conflicting 
with the Roman religion and the Kii^i 
authority ? If so, was he willing to 
approve that treaty in all its artidaf 
Was he ready to dismiss his troops it 
once, and by land, the sea voyage being 
liable to too many objections ?' 

Don John answered these three 
questions — ^which, in reality, were but 
three forms of a single question — upon 
the same day, the 24th of January. 
His rex>ly was as complex as the de- 
mand had been simple. It conaiBted 
of a proposal in six articles, and a re* 
quisition in twenty-one, making in all 
twenty-seven articles. Substantially 
he proposed to dismiss the foreign 
troops — to effect a general pacification 
of the Netherlands— to govern on the 
basis of the administration in his im* 
perial father's reign — to arrange affiuA 
in and with regard to the assembly- 
general as the King should judge to be 
fitting — ^to forgive and forget past of* 
fences — and to release all prisoneiii 

• Bor, X. 771. 

* Ibid.. X. 772, 778. Tassis, iii S4». 

'^ " Austriocum non lenibus noo nxh 

dostis niodirt sed Icris ac f\i8tibus ut serviim 
ad suam voluutatom adigcro/* etc— Taari^ 
iii. 240. 

« Uor, X. 778. 
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On the other hand he required the 
estates to pay the troope before their 
departure, and to provide ships enough 
to transport them, as the Spaniards 
did not choose to -go by land, and as 
the deputies at Luxembui^g had con- 
sented to their removal by sea. Fur- 
thermore, he demanded that the states 
should dismiss their own troops. He 
required ecclesiastical authority to 
prove the Ghent Pacification not pre- 
judicial to the Catholic religion ; legal 
Kithority that it was not detrimental 
to his Majesty's supremacy; and an 
oath from the states-general to uphold 
both points inviolably, and to provide 
for their maintenance in Holland and 
Zeaknd. He claimed the right to em- 
ploy about his person soldiers and civil 
functionaries of any nation he might 
ehooae, and he exacted from the states 
a promise to prevent the Prince of 
Onoge from removing his son, Count 
Van Boren, forcibly or fraudulently, 
inm his domicile in Spain.^ 

The deputies were naturally indig- 

ttnt at this elaborate trifling. They 

hSif in reality, asked him but one 

question, and that a simple one — Would 

Be maintain the treaty of Ghent? Here 

mre twenty-seven articles in reply, and 

yet no answer to that question. They 

Ht up all night, preparing a violent 

irotoool, by which the Governor's 

diimB were to be utterly demolished. 

^7 in the morning, they waited 

upon his Highness, presented the docu- 

nieni, and at the same time asked him 

phmly, by word of month, did he or 

£d he not intend to uphold the treaty. 

Unu pressed into a comer in presence 

of the deputies, the members of the 

State Council who were in attendance 

from Brussels, and the envoys whom 

fte Emperor had recently sent to assist 

A these deliberations, the Governor 

mvered. No. He would not and 

ODoId not maintain the treaty, because 

the Spanish troops were in that instni- 

Beot denounced as rebels, because he 

would not consent to the release of 

Count Van Buren — and on accoimt of 

nrioosother reasonsnot then specified.^ 

flereapon ensued a fierce debate, and 

> Articlea in Bor, z. 772, 778. 
• Bor, X. 772, 774. 
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all day long the altercation lasted, 
without a result being reached. At 
ten o'clock in the evening, the deputies, 
having previously retired for a brief 
interval, returned with a protest* that 
they were not to be held responsible for 
the termination of the proceedings, and 
that they washed their hands of the 
bloodshed which might follow the rup- 
ture. Upon reading this document, 
Don John fell into a blazing passion. 
He vehemently denounced the deputies 
as traitors. He swore that men who 
came to him thus prepared with ready- 
made protests in their pockets, were re- 
bels from the commencement, and had 
never intended any agreement with 
him. His language and gestures ex- 
pressed unbounded fury. He was 
weary of their ways, he said. They 
had better look to themselves, for the 
King would never leave their rebellion 
unpimished. He was ready to draw 
the sword at once — not his own, but 
his Majesty's — and they might be sure 
that the war which they were thus 
provoking should be the fiercest ever 
waged.^ More abusive language in this 
strain was uttered, but it was not 
heard with lamb-like submission. The 
day had gone by when the deputies of 
the states-general were wont to quail 
before the wrath of vicarious royalty. 

The fiery words of Don John were 
not oil to troubled water, but a match to 
a mine. The passions of the deputies 
exploded in their turn, and from hot 
words they had nearly come to hard 
blows. One of the deputies replied 
with so much boldness and vehemence 
that the Governor, seizing a heavy sil- 
ver bell which stood on the table, was 
about to hurl it at the offender's head, 
when an energetic and providential 
interference on the part .of the impe- 
rial envoys prevented the imseeinly 
catastrophe.'^ 

The day thus unprofitably spent 
had now come to its close, and the 
deputies left the presence of Don John 
with tempers as inflamed as his own. 
They were, therefore, somewhat sur- 
prised at being awakened in their beds, 
after midnight, by a certain Father 



» See the protest in Bor, x. 774, 775. 
* Bor, X. 765. ^ TofiSis, Uj. 246. 
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Trijri^so. who camo to them with a 
Ct»noiliat»^ry mowage from the Gover- 
nor. While they were still nibbing 
their eviv with sleep ami a^timishment, 
the Puke of Aerschot, the Bishop of 
I.ieo'. and sever.U oouncillors of state, 
entoixsl the rwun. These peivt^naeea 
iToiicht the news that Don John had 
at i.ist oon.'HMlt^^l to maintain the Paei- 
t;o;>ti»»n oi Ghon:. as would ap|>ear by 
a note written in his own hand, which 
was then do'.ivonsi. The billet wa« 
o.icv*!'y road, bv.t untVrtv.n.'itely did 
no: ir,'.!;I tb,o an: ioiivtti on* which had 
Kvn o\v';:esi. *" I .unve." Viid Don 
•K*V.'.\ "TO ,t-o'o:\''ve t::e iv,-.oe n:ade 
K-'.wCi'n the #v.:es A:\i the Prl'^oe of 
I'^r.rxc'. »"" vv:v.;:;. n ::■.,: ::::::r.c 
«V..'r.-n •.-.•.y jkw.-. .-.ctr-.-.v.est.C v- the 
a- •:'■..'* ;\ /: :;■.# >'-.;;*ty ar. i the 
*v. vr.:- '.'.»■ V .'• :'.-.t» vVit:-..'"u' re'.ici-''ti. 
.•«vo. V.^^- w t:; ro*i'r^Ti:: v. o: tr.e y. :::t« 
r.*..-'t -.\; ■.:•. v.-.y ".w: Kv::iri-.i-:.\3- 

V,.*:: >■»>..♦ >..-.»'. c-'"5' to "I'^^i -t; .1 r.'.rti 
*;.4-.,* :{ '.".\\i':\',w\\ wt^ri" V t ':.\.i\j :•: 
w '.'\,* *" ••.■;•.*■; N-ttsT >."".:?. V. .'.r~ 
* •.- •,-*'x ;-v lAis: -.v. :V.,".r "."^t :a.\ to 
". ^ .— :.• s .->. A r.-,«s.\cf v* :>..f» II 
>\N- "A'. •" -. .-v.- V .'vv :i tr.r v^ tif 
v.- V V . /- .: ^*- •<• -^j-cis::.?- 
-.4. . •% .' ■ •■ < .'t .V* •",■* \"*'* ■ .:'.5- 
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! nothing derogatory to the Catholic re- 
ligion, and similar assurance from the 
State Council, the Bishop of Liege, 
and the imperial envoys, that the 
treaty is in no wiaer prejudicial to the 
authority of his Majesty." Here 
seemed, at last, something definite. 
These conditions could be complied 
with. They had, in fact, been already 
complied with. The assurances re- 
quired as to the two points had already 
been procured, as the deputies and as 
Don John well knew. The Pacifica- 
tion of Ghent was. therefore, virtually 
admitted. The deputies waited upon 
the &3vemor accordingly, and the con- 
versation was amicable. They vainly 
endeavoured, however, to obtain hu 
c»:.n»ent to the departure of the troops 
ly land — the only point then left in 
dispute. T>*yn John, still cUnging to 
hi£ secret scheme, with which the sea 
v.-ya^e of the troops was so dosdy 
c: cheered, rerosed to concede. He 
r^rr.-Ached the envoy?, on the con- 
triry. -aiih their imp-^rtunity in mak* 
in; & fresh deriand. ju^t as he hid 
ccc^ini the Ghent treaty. up<M his 
ectire r^rc-tisf^ility, and without in- 
ter.::!: :». Mr-tially resolving that 
lii* 7»:-j::: sl:-£.i still be wrong from 
lie •j-'TfT^-rr. V-t ir*>t suspecting his 
wcr^- ZL r^** f ■ r resisung it so strwni- 
.* :*jr. tI* ifT-^iue* t.>:k an amicable 
^iz^-ri^ ziLt •Jr.vcmcT. promising* 
iy^i'zri':'* rfj«:r! ur-r-n the proceed* 
:-r«. i* i* •:•- ht ti*y should arrive in 

1"«:t. ." :'iz. iirri? rrT^ceded soinnch» 
Tf-a* 5«c : rliTfi t.: CT-3i,?ede the whole- 
T:- rz:-er 'r"?.:?5::Ti Lsd lately WC" 
;w^- jfci v^'« 7i.^.£:" i-^ximiiian.* The 
-•r-.-'sr'ia**: T«CiH:":.iXe. "sri-^e sentiments 
■.' "U'i -T^-sc P-.rp^ct "f rflicious tolw*" 
• ■ •: T-.~ s,- iisrii iz. harsaony inth 
••■>v *'' '-i ~i.— ^ •' ry Tie Prmce of 
. '^!>»:C!' -:»■"• -'t "lif- vb.'Je. notwith' 
■<rw\ —^ :it* t?f«f .if rriikTi'Tnship and 
■ ■^- - -,T.- » .'C ■>:'j:ry. nnifi'«nnly 
-. - -! :•■ -.•»* >"?^'frli2.iR. 80 far a* 
- ■ > .V 7t* -«r*a:.ii* r.-uld go, a* 
V • - . T*i..:.T. A:i:ve Kvipn»- 
-- ^. wK>:a.2f*. he had cer- 
.^ ■ . -^'r-ir^i He hadunqo** 

"dSTonUi 
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tionably been too much inclined to 
ftooomplkh the impoaubility of aasist- 
ing the states without oifending the 
Eling — an effort which, in the homely 
language of Hans Jenits, was "like 
mshing his skin washed without being 
wet." ^ He had even interposed many 
obstacles to the free action of the 
Prince, as has been seen in the course 
of this history; but, nevertheless, the 
oanae of the Netherlands, of religion, 
and of humanity, had much to lose by 
his death. His eldest son and suc- 
cessor, Budolph the Second, was an 
ardent Catholic, whose relations with 
a proscribed prince and a reformed 
population could hardly remain long 
in a' satisfactory state. The new 
Emperor had, howeyer, received the 
Mdrat envoys of Orange with bounty,* 
tnd was really desirous of accomplish- 
ing tiie pacification of the provinces. 
Hm envoys had assisted at all the 
recent deliberations between the 
estates and Don John, and their 
tivid mnonstrances removed, at this 
junetuxc, the last objection on the 
part of the Gbvemor-OeneraL With 
a secret eigh, he deferred the darling 
and mysterious hope which had lighted 
liimte the Netherlands, and consented 
to the departure of the troops by 
hud.* 

All obstacles having been thus re- 
mored, the memorable treaty called 
tbe Perpetual Edict was signed at 
Marehe en Famine on the 12th, and at 
Bnwels on the 17th of February, 
U77.^ This document, issued in the 
Bune of the King, contained nineteen 
tttidei. It approved and ratified the 
Peace of Ghent, in consideration that 
ilte prelates and clergy, with the doc- 
ton vitiiuqtte juris of Louvain, had 
decided that nothing in that treaty 
conflicted either with the supremacy 
<tf the Catholic Church or the autho- 
rity of the King, but, on the contrary, 
tbat it advanced the interests of both.^ 



* •* und gehts nadi dem sprichwort^ 

vtM^e mir den beltz und macbe mir ihn 
>kbt]ia8i.'*_MS. dted by Groen v. Fzinst., 
A«4ive«, eto., v. 725. 

•Brtr.x. 786-789. Hoofd, xi. 485-487. Me- 
Jww, vi t 117-119. Cabrera, xL 901, 902. 
wsda. ix. 480. Bor and Metereu publish 
the treaty in fuU. 
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It promised that the soldiery should 
depart "freely, frankly, and without 
delay, by land," never to return except 
in case of foreign war" — the Spaniards 
to set forth within forty days, the 
Germans and others so soon as ar- 
raugements had been made by the 
states-general for their payment. It 
settled that all prisoners, on both 
sides, should be released, excepting 
the Count Van Buren, who was to be 
set free so soon as the states-general 
having been convoked, the Prince of 
Orange should have fulfilled the re- 
solutions to be passed by that assem- 
bly. It promised the maintenance of 
all the privileges, charters, and consti- 
tutions of the Netherlands. It re- 
quired of the states an oath to main- 
tain the Catholic religion. It record- 
ed their agreement to disband their 
troops. It settled that Don John 
should be received as Governor-Gene- 
ral, inmiediately upon the departure 
of the Spaniards, Italians, and Bur- 
gundians from the provinces.^ 

These were the main provisions of 
this famous treaty, which was con- 
firmed a few weeks afterwards by 
Philip, in a letter addressed to the 
states of Brabant, and by an edict 
issued at Madrid. ^ It will be -seen 
that everything required by the envoys 
of the states, at the commencement of 
their negotiations, had been conceded 
by Don John. They had claimed the 
departure of the troops, either by land 
or sea. He had resisted the demand 
a long time, but had at last consented 
to despatch them by sea. Their de- 
parture by land had then been insisted 
upon. This again he had most reluc- 
tantly conceded. The ratification of 
the Ghent treaty he had peremptorily 
refused. He had come to the pro- 
vinces at the instant of its conclusion, 
and had, of course, no instructions on 
the subject. Nevertheless, slowly re- 
ceding, he had agreed, under certain 

a Archives, etc., v. 426. « Bor, x. 786. 

* Art. 2 — "Niet nadelig maer tor con- 
trorie tot vordering vau de solve," etc. 

« Art. 8—'* Te lande, vry, vrauk en on- 
bolot," etc. 

1 Soo in particular Articles 8, 10, 11, and 
16. 

• Bar, X. 789, 790. V. d. Vynckt, IL 282. 
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The Rise of the 



ii'fi»TViiti<inH, to M:i'Ai\}t the treaty. 
'I liMriij n.-mjivatioiiH rclatiiif^ to the 
y\*':\.\, |)oiiiiri of Oatholic aiul royal 
HUIiri-iiiiwy, hi; iiiHirtt<5<l upon Hubject- 
iii^ l.o liih own jud^uicnt alone. Af;ain 
hr \\\u\ ovrrnilfd. Mont unwillingly 
liii a^l^l•fl to uc.(-.(>iit, iiiHt<;<ul of Iiiti own 
iDn.iiinntioiiri conviution, the doginaa 
i>t thi^ Shilo Ciuini'il and of the Lou- 
\,\\\\ dortoiH. Not Ht'oing viTV clearly 
Imw a ticiily whirh abollHtied the 
(diitH of (MuirltiH the Fifth and the 
oidinaiUM'ri »»f Alva which removed 
llii< rcli^ioiiH ipiivstion in Holland and 
/calaiui from Iho King'rt jiiriHdiction 
to that of tht* Htatori gononil — which 
liiid rimm'd |K'rHtrutit»n to Hurcwuje — 
iiitd t'ht.iMinhod toloratu»n — and which, 
moit'oN or. htvd o»ntinnod the arch rel^el 
Hud licivtii- (kf all tho NothcrliUidB in 
tho m»\tMnmcnt ol the two voWllioiia 
and iinotio |»i-\>vinccc(, ad stadholder 
l\»r tlu» KinK not i*ecinj; very clearly 
h\'\\ »«uh a treaty wa.** *' advantiigeous 
Lit hoi" I hail |»rojiulicial tv» i\>yal aWUut- 
i III s\\\y.\ an cxvhisivo CatlhUiciimi" — 
ho n.itia.diy hciiitaltHl at tir^t. 

'rhv» lioMunor had thus discornvrteil 
thi- I'liiuv v»f Orange, not by the tirm- 
lU'M v»i tiis icsistunce, but by the 
auiplituvlo v>t' hU conce6jiions. The 
i'A>tiil-lii.itiomt of NVilUam the Silent 
\Mi\', (\>i' an iiuHt^uic, deran^eil. Had 
tho I'luu'o ov^HvCtxl such liberality, he 
\\x>uM h.i\c i>l;uv<l hi«» demands u^Km 
a hi. .hoi Ui.>«iH. fv.r it iss m»t pivl^able 
till tio os'Uiomi'latvxl or deciiiwl a 
j'.iN 'lu.uioii. riio iHiko of Aoi-s^.'hot 
.Mis I I ho l5i>hv»o of I'.o-C''' '"^^ ^-^-i* cciisay- 
*\l iv» i'io\ul u^K'H h'.'» do!.»".itio* at 
\l lulu' ou t'-.ui'.iuo, iv» >'.-;n d'o .i^ree- 
ii> III .'I il'o -. ih J.I.MU.I! \ . noon \\liich 
\\.t. u'l-.'ulovl lUo IVi^oi'vUii t'dioc' 
lliO> UlllVxt lO do M' >\!ihout «.V!1- 

.•■■.■II'.' i[io I'liiuv iiul tlio ootate^ 
\l».i'iiino, iho o'.l'o; ov'i'!'i«i"*siouer« 
ii •'»,.! ilio I'I'.i" I i"ii'\ '.oiwaid. Tho 

,i.k..-.. ^o-'-. i d.-oi-'.U: -I' l«.» ills' lVi?ice 
•..' i.k lii-« \'\' n ■.••!. C'll x'<;»»i.\l the 
,,..•»• I -HI I'Oi-io • ^^LS iv.v> I'lo to 

■xx.ivo 111-, u "^ ■ Ill's w.u TA.» treao 
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him with little courtesy, if not abso- 
lutely with bad faith. The Prince 
waA disappointed and indignant In 
truth, as appeared from all his language 
and letters, he had no confidence in 
Don John. He believed him a con- 
summate hypocrite, and as deadly a 
foe to the Netherlands as the Duke of 
Alva, or Philip himself. He had care- 
fully studied twenty-five intercepted 
letters from the King, the Governor, 
Jerome de Roda, and others, placed 
recently in his hands by the Duke of 
Aerschot,' and had found much to 
confirm previous and induce fresh sus- 
picion. Only a few days previously to 
the signature of the treaty, he had 
also intercepted other letters from in- 
fluential personages, Alonzo de Vargas 
and others, disclosing extensive designs 
to obtain possession of the strong 
places in the coimtry, and then to 
reduce the land to absolute subjec- 
tion.'* He had assured the estates, 
therefore, that the deliberate inten- 
tion of the Qovemment, throughout 
the whole negotiation, was to deceive, 
whatever might be the public language 
of Don John and his agents. He im- 
plored them, therefore, to have "pity 
uiK>n the jHxnr country," and to save 
the })e<.^ple from falling into the trap 
which wad laid for them. From first 
to la$t, he hod expressed a deep and 
wise di^strust. and ju:?tified it by ample 

■ prv.vfs. He was, with reason, irritated, 
therefore, at the haste with which the 

' states had ct.moluded the agreement 
with Don John — at the celerity with. 
which, as he afterwards expressed it, 
" they had mshed upon the boar-spear 
of that sanguinary heart."* He Ve- 
lieved tha^ everything had been sigueiL 
and swcm by the Governor, with ths 
luental reservation that such agree- 
ments were valid only until he shi^uld. 
:-^ ;.»eT» t having mode them. H e doubted 
T:ho ^t.K.Kl faith and the stability of th* 
j:r-jj!d seigniors. He had never felt 
cL'^dence in ^he Lr'.fesi«i«:-nis of the 
tiLMe-serving Aerschcc. nor did he 

» LocTcr .'t '.Vi!.;,'v :•« th.i :kaws-«J«T:eriI, 
-M j: b".-;T'i;iry. L.^TT. A .'fa ?ta:uuci i»i.^-j, L 

* Ajwlojf ie iu Prince i'Oraniw. p. AS. 
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trust even the brave Champagny, not- 
wiihstanding his services at the sack 
of Antwerp. He was especially indig- 
nant that provision had been made, 
not for demolishing but for restoring 
to his Majesty those hateful citadels, 
nests of tyranny, by which the flourish- 
ing dties of the land were kept in per- 
petual anxiety. Whether in the hands 
of King, nobles, or magistrates, they 
were equally odious to him, and he 
had long since determined tiiat they 
durald be razed to the ground. In 
short, he believed that the estates had 
thrust their heads into the lion's 
mouth, and he foresaw the most 
f^oomj consequences from the treaty 
which had just been concluded. He 
believed, to use his own language, 
«that the only difference between Don 
John and Alva or Requesens was, that 
he was younger and more foolish than 
Ids predecessors, less capable of con- 
eealuig his venom, more impatient to 
djp his hands in blood. "^ 

In the Pacification of Ghent, the 
Prince had achieved the prize of his 
Hfe-kmg labours. He had banded a 
mass of provinces by the ties of a 
eonmion history, language, and cus- 
toms, into a league against a foreign 
^rranny. He had grappled Holland 
Joid Zealand to their sister provinces 
by a common love for their ancient 
liberties, by a common hatred to a 
Spanish soldiery. He had exorcised 
the evil demon of religious bigotry by 
^hieh the body politic had been pos- 
■eaed so many years ; for the Ghent 
treaty, lai^gely interpreted, opened the 
door to universal toleration. In the 
I^erpetual Edict the Prince saw his 
Woik undone. Holland and Zealand 
irere again cut adrift from the other 
fifteen provinces, and war would soon 
he let loose upon that devoted little 
tenitory. The article stip\ilating the 
maintenance of the Ghent treaty he 
tcgarded as idle wind; the solenm 
liWB of the State Council and the 
qiuddities from Louvain being likely 

1 Letterof]Miice of Orange and the States 
orHoUand, Bor, x. 791. — Compare Oroen v. 
MnsL, Ait^ves, etc., v. 669, sqq., and 
''lostructioii from le Sieur de Haultain," 
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to prove but slender bulwarks agaiust 
the returning tide of tyranny. Either 
it was tacitly intended to tolerate the 
Reformed religion, or to hunt it down. 
To argue that the Ghent treaty, loyally 
interpreted, strengthened ecclesiastical 
or royal despotism, was to contend 
that a maniac was more dangerous in 
fetters than when armed with a sword ; 
it was to be blind to the difference 
between a private conventicle and a 
public scaffold. The Perpetual Edict, 
while affecting to sustain the treaty, 
would necessarily destroy it at a blow, 
while during the brief interval of 
repose, tyranny would have renewed 
its youth like the eagles. Was it 
possible, then, for William of Orange 
to sustain the Perpetual Edict, to 
compromise with Don John? Ten 
thousand ghosts from the Lake of 
Harlem, from the famine and plague- 
stricken streets of Leyden, from the 
smoking ruins of Antwerp, rose to 
warn him against such a composition 
with a despotism as subtle as it was 
remorseless. 

It was, therefore, not the policy of 
William of Orange, suspecting, as he 
did, Don John, abhorrinf Philip, 
doubting the Netherland nobles, con- 
fiding only in the mass of the citizens, 
to give his support to the Perpetual 
Edict. He was not the more satisfied 
because the states had concluded the 
arrangement without his sanction, and 
against his express advice.* He refused * 
to publish or recognise the treaty in 
Holland and Zealand.^ A few weeks 
before, he had privately laid before the 
states of Holland and Zealand a series 
of questions, in order to test their 
temper, asking them, in particular, 
whether they were prepared to under- 
take a new and sanguinary war for the 
sake of their religion, even although 
their other privileges should be recog- 
nised by the new government ; and a 
long and earnest debate had ensued, of 
a satisfactory nature, although no posi- 
tive resolution was passed upon the 

etc. Ai-chives, etc., v. 679, sqq. Apologie 
du Prince d'Orange, 97. 

* Apologie du Prince d'Orange, p. 98. 

* Letter of Prince of Orange and the 
States of Holland, Bor, x. 791-970. 
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Hiilijfct.' As Boon as the Perpetual 
KdWt li.'ul Iwon Higiied, the atatca- 
gfiH'nil hail Hi'iit tt> the Prince, re- 
((uoHtiiig hiri opinion iuul denianding 
)iiH Hiuictioii.- Oran^\ in the name of 
Jlollaml and Zi>aland, inatantly re- 
tiinuHl an olaborato luiswor," taking 
};ravo exrcptionrt U> the whole tenor of 
till* Kdii't. Ilo I'itniplainiHl that the 
t-«>UHtitution of the land wan violated, 
lnvauso the aneieiit privilege of the 
htatort general to axjtonible at their 
plearture. hail heen invadtnl. iuid be- 
eauHe the laws of every pri>vineo were 
net at niMight by the continutHl ini- 
priM»»nment ot" t\»uni Van Ihiren. who 
IkuI eouuuitted ni» erinie. and wluxje 
detention piv\ed that no niau. wliat- 
over niight be pi\»niisiHl. ei)uld expeet 
Htvmit \ lor Hie or liberty. The ratiU- 
eatiou oi ihe tihent tivaty, it wan 
insisted. >Nas in no wise distinct and 
eaiei;orieal, but was nuide dependent 
on a cii»\\d ot deceitful subterfuges."* 
lie inveighed bitterly against the 
Htiputation in the Kdict,that the states 
hHouUI pav the wages of the soldiers, 
wlioni liiev had just prv)clainuH.l to In? 
knaves an\l ivlvls, auil at whose hiUKls 
tlu-v luul- surtenxl such monstn-uis in- 
jiiries. lie vleuv»inu*t\l the iwvanlice 
\\ hich coidil iHM-niit this Umd of hire- 
liuiis lo retire with sonuich jewellery, 
nu'ivhaiiviise, and plate, the result of 
tlu-ir rvboeiicv-*. lie expivsst'd. how- 
ex ev. u» the name of the i\\i» pivvinces. 
* .1 \Ml!iii<uc>.s iv» *.i»;u the KvUet. piv- 
suU'd I he f.t»itc> j;ci:ctal Wv'ViM Uiir^v 
ho.viuutv lH't\".\'h.i».ul. iu casv' tiie do- 
p.iiuir\' ^'( (hv* S'uni.uxis d;d not take 
pUii- wuhiu vlu' stipuUtcvl tl'.'.'.e, to 
al'.iiiiu Ux'iu -til »cco4;»ntt\»u ot. or 
»-i»imuu»r\ii!v'U wuh. lK»u Jv'li:;. and 
lhi'm--.i\v "> i»» .'.e%-."s'.!»!i-.U the iciiioxul 

^»u* ti w ii tlu- M.i lUvl ■voleijin I'.Mni- 
u'..i»- iiiuiv' \'\ i!'..- I'l '.NO \\\ iv!'!y to 
I'V rvi'.iiiil I .iv I . ilu' N'.a'.OsH ot 
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and said. His prorate seniTmentswere 
in strict accordance with the opinions 
thus publicly recorded. "Whatever 
appeai-ance Don John may assume to 
the contrary," wrote the Prince to his 
brother, " 'tis by no moans his inten- 
tion to maintain the Pacification, and 
less still to cause- ihe Spaniards to 
depart, with whom he keeps up the 
most strict correspondence possible."' 
On the other hand, the Governor 
was most anxious to conciliate the 
Prince. He was most earnest to win 
the friendship of the man without 
whom every attempt to recover Hol- 
land and Zealand, and to re-establish 
i*i>yal and ecclcsituitleal tyranny, he 
knew to l>e ho])eless. "This is the 
pilot," wrote Don John to PhiUp, 
" who guides the bark. He alone can 
destri>y or save it. The greatest 
obstacles would be removed if he 
could be gained."^ He had proposed, 
and Philip had approved ihe proposi- 
tivui. that the Count Van Buren should 
W clothed with his fatherls dignities, 
on wxnuhtion that the Prince should 
I himself ivtire into Germany." It was 
■ stHMi evident, however, that such a 
pi\>position would meet with little 
favour, the oflice of father of hii 
: ivuntrj- and protector of her libertiei 
not being transferable. 

While at Louvain. whither he had 
' gone after the publication of the ?«*• 
petiul Edict, Don John had conferred 
. with the IHike of Aersi.'hot. and they 
' had dtvideil that it would be well to 
send l\vtor Lei>ninus on a private 
iui*s;on to the Prince. Previously to 
his doj'iirture on this errand, the learn* 
evl envoy hiul therefore a full conve^ 
s^ition with the Governor. He wai 
ch.ii-ged to represent to the Prince the 
d.i!!i:er» to which Don John had ex* 
iH'stxl himself in cinuing frv>m Spain to 
ertVct the paciticatiou of the Nether 
l-iu.ls. Lcniinus was instructed to 
^ixe ass'.irAri.v that the treaty juat 
cot'.c'.v.ded shoi:!.l r.v maintaineil, that 

i:^'. i:.--, l*.T ".V: s':p. — '■ IV: con omalli^* 
'. -• •. v:« ■■■...:r'.-.-.-j".;ie ■:*;v:-.iv.h:cii."etc. 
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1^ BjwiumfiJB fltotdd depart^ that all i Things bave reached that para thnt 'tis 



bes bhuiild be inxioUbly 

lifvt tho Governor would 

,,iLiifl agaiDst all who ahouM 

ipoaa the ful^imont of hia oingiige- 

icnts. Ho was to repreaeTjt that Di>Ti 

[ohn, in proof of hijj own lidelity, bad 

:fd hfiji^lf in the power of the 

He was to mtiraafce to the 

luce that an opiifjrtuivity was now 

' bim to do the crown a service, 

imponce for which be would 

not onlj pardon for hia faiiltaj 

Ute favour uf the tucmarch, and all 

honours whioh ctJidd be desired; 

by 60 doiijy he woidd assure the 

Liure prospHarity of hifl family ; tbat 

m John would be hk good friend, 

id, a^ auch, would do more for hiQi 

he could inmgine.i The envoy 

alao to Impress upon the Prince, 

if be perd^ted in bis oppcusition 

in's kind woi;ild 'tie a^iuRt 

the ruin ^i bis house iaeYi- 

H^ was to proteiat that Don 

lilai CQtiie but to foi^ve and to for- 

to restore the ancient goyemnxent 

tbie andent profipai-ity ; bo that^ if 

for tboaa ohjeets the Prince had 

up anne^ it was now hie duty to 

them down; and to do hie utmost 

maintain peace and the QithoUc 

wjigion. Finally, the envoy was to 

mtimate^ that if he choee to write to 

John, he might be iure to receive 

RaTfisfsict^'ry answer. In these paoi6<? 

and friendly expres«ioBB, 

|1 ■^n& sincere, "The name 

rL*jeaty," «aid he, pljiiDly, in 

a<»count of this mission to 

;, '* is aa much abhorred and 

in the Netherlands aa that of 

Frtnci^ of Orange is lovod andf^nj^ 

1 ma nogotmting with him, and 

him overy Becurity, for I aeo 

tho cfitabliahment of peace, aa 

utf tlic inaiiitenance of tho Catholic 

liigi^m, and the obedience to your 

ijaatjj depend now upon him. 



\l ilMihiir^l^ Currcip. Guillaume le TBcit., 

" I-It Bombrey tMrflcJo dft "V. H^, «btan 

'reci^a y piirn oKtSniE^u Quonto tomidiO j 

el dci PifiiiQipg do Onmgys/' otc, — 

It FuU d»tftCtt ot the nilMion «f Leonintu 



neeesaiiry tf> make a virtue of necessity. 
If he lend an ear to my proposal b, it 
will be only wjjon vtr^ advanldfjeuus 
ci^ndiikfmf but to these it will be ne* 
ccesaTT U> submit, rather than to loee 
everything.* 

Don John was in earnest; nnfor- 
tunately he wan not aware that tlie 
Prince waa in earnest ako. The eni- 
sader, who had *tink thirty thyusand 
pttj-ninift at a blow, and who was 
dr^raing of the Queen of Soi»tland 
and the thp:)ne of England, ha<:l not 
room in his mind to eatertain the 
irnag^ of o^ patriot,. Royal favourSj 
falitily prosperity, dignitiea^ offices, 
orders, advantiigec»us ^nditions, these 
were the baits with which the Gover- 
nor angl^ fer William of Orange. He 
did not comprehend that attaohment 
to a haJf-tlrowned land and to a des- 
pised religion oould powsibly stand in 
the way of those advantogeoni oondi- 
tiona and that hriDiant future. He 
did not imagine that the rebel, onoe 
assured not only of paidou but of ad- 
vancement, conld hesitate to refuse 
the royal hand thus amicably offered. 
Don John had not accurateiy measured 
hi* great antagonist. 

The results of the EFuccessive mis- 
sions which he desimtched t<> the 
Pritice were deufcinedto enlighten him." 
In the course of the first conversation 
betwoCTi Leoninufl and the Prince at 
MidilelbuTg, the envoy urged that 
Don John had entered the Nether- 
lands without troops,, that he had 
plaoed hitnself in the power of the 
Duke ol Aerscbot, that be had eince 
com^ to Louvain without any security 
but the promise of the oitieena and of 
the students ; and that all these things 
proved the sincerity of liia. intentions. 
He entreated the Frince jwi to Ut sfJp 
to favotttable un opportuftitif f<^ pkieiifff 
his homf above the f'each of cvtt*t^ im- 
favuurabk chetAict^f spoke to him of 



are icnvaa in the prcifikca tt> GficlisirJ's 3d 
vulumo ut tho Ccirroap* de Gviillauiiio la 
Tapit,. paces ]li?., sqq. Thjit dlBtknifiiiphfld. 
puUlidt^l^. Tiafl coudeiiiiod them tmm h MH, 
relation mode by LeonimiP, on liU retiim to 
LouvniUf a narrutive^ of whkh a y|.«ft»wfa 
tr^iiial ition wti*tpuiid by M. Qachard in the 
arthtvoii af Binaucua. 
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aLd to XfTyc tLat G^.«d ni^w inspire 
Yr^zsi wjiL /v.-d r^aol uti'.ii 

»i*. 'Uy. WilliAir: ir-fonaed the en- 
v'.y tf**-:. Lurir.^ praywi u> God f-:r 
a*j*i>:*-{krj%, L*r wm rivre tbAn ever 
<y>Lv^rj«::^i of Lin obI:?%tion w» lay the 
%i'Lo> ii*a*t^r tjfiiort the atate*. whose 
fter/aDt he wai;. He added, that he 
<y^ ild Tif/t forget the deathn of Egmont 
aiid H'jtTa, nor the manner in which 
the yTtjiti'.^ih Uiiule Uj the confederate 
nob]«:ff by the Duchess of Parma had 
been viiiiterl, nor the conduct of the 
French monarch towards Admiral 
Colijmy. He spoke of information 
which he had received from all quar- 
ters — from Sfiain, France, and ItaJy — 
that there was a determination to 
make war up^^n him and upon the 
states of Holland and Zealand. He 
addd that they were taking their 
measures in consequence, and that 
they were well aware that a Papal 
nuncio had arrived in the Xetherlands 
to intrigue against them.^ In the 
evening, the Prince complained that 
the estates had been so precipitate in 
concluding their arrangement with 
I)on John. He mentioned several 
articles in the treaty which were cal- 
culated ti) excite distrust; dwelling 
jKirticularly on the engagement en- 
tered into by the estates to maintain 
the Catholic religion. This article he 
declared to be in direct contravention 
to the (ihent treaty, by which this 
jKjint was left to the decision of a 
future assembly of the estates-general 
Leoninus essayed, as well as he could, 
to dispute these positions. In their 
last interview, the Prince persisted in 
his intention of laying the whole mat- 
ter before the states of Holland and 
Zealand. Not to do so, he said, would 
bo to expoHO himself to ruin on one 
side, and on the other, to the indigna- 
ti(»n of thoHO who might suspect him 
of betraying thorn. The envoy begged 
to bo informed if any hope could be 
ontertJiined of a future arrangement. 

1 (iacluu-il. Corru8i>oU(l-iiu*u ilu Uuillaume 
lo Tacii., iU. Ivi. » ibid., IviU. sqq. 
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CtSiSZ? rep-^ed \bsx he had no expeo- 
tadcn *A acr. bus adriaed Doctor 
Ij^-.'zh.-^ vj be present at Dort when 
the «5a:e« eiiould aaeembie^ 

yoiwiihgiandmg the tmfkronrahle 
resnli <A this mision. Don John did 
c>?t even ret despair of bending the 
sr^bbom character of the Prince. 
He hoped that, if a personal intervieir 
between them ooold be arranged, he 
should be able to remove many causes 
of suspicion from the mind of his 
adversarT. " In soch times as these/' 
wrote the Governor to Philip, "we 
can make no election, nor do I see 
any remedy to preserve the state from 
destruction, save to gain over this 
man, who has so much influence with 
the nation."* The Prince bad, in 
truth, the whole game in his hands. 
There was scarcely a living creature 
- in Holland and Zealand who was not 
willing to be bound by his decision in 
every emergency. Throughout the 
■ rest of the provinces, the mass of the 
I people looked up to him with absolute 
confidence, the clergy and the promi- 
nent nobles respecting and fearing him, 
even while they secretly attempted to 
thwart his designs. Possessing dicta* 
torial power in two provinces, vast 
influences in the other fifteen, nothing 
could be easier for him than to betray 
his country. The time was singularly 
propitious. The revengeful King was 
almost on his knees to the denounced 
rebel Everything was proffered: 
pardon, advancement, power. An 
indefinite vista was opened. "You 
cannot imagine," said Don John, 
"how much it will be within my 
ability to do for you." The Goyemor 
was extremely anxious to purchase 
the only enemy whom Philip feared. 
The Prince had nothing personally to 
gain by a continuance of the contest. 
The ban, outlawry, degradation, pecu- 
niary ruin, assassination, martyrdom — 
these were the only guerdons he could 
anticipate. He had much to lose: 
but yesterday loaded with dignities, 
surrounded by pomp and luxury, with 
many children to inherit his worldly 
gear, could he not recover all, and 

> Gochard Corrospondiuice, etc^ p. Ix.* 
MS. letter of the lOih of March 1677, 



more thiLD £i]i» to daj f What scrvbe 
kftd he to fender id exchfLoge? A 
laes^ Qothini^, He luul but to abati- 
don the GOBvictiona of a lifetime, and 
I to betray a nulliou or two of hearta 
f wMch truf ted him. 

Ab to the promiiseia mode bj the 
Govenjor to rale the countiy with 
^ geiitletiestr the Prince oould not do 
I otberwia« than commend the iaien- 
^ tion, even wMle difltruatiug the fulfil- 
tiiifiiti. In bis reply to the two li^terB 
of Don John, be tbknked bi:a HighneaSi 
with what seemed a grave irutiy, for 
the benign courtesy and sijgtial bnnotir 
whieh be had manifested to bim, by 
inTiting' blin so humanely aod bo care- 
JuOt jEo h tranquU life, wherein^ ac- 
I cuEdiog to bia HjgbuesBj consiHted the 
perfection of felicity in this mortal 
existencej and by promiiiug bim eo 
Eben^j faTour fim gmoe? He stated, 
however^ with earnestness, that the 
pcomises in regard to the paolficatiotL 
of the poor Netherland people were 
much more important. He bad ever 
eipected, he eaid, beyond oE compari- 
Bciiii the welfare and security of the 
public before hiH own ; *' baviug alwjiya 
pk^^e^l hia p.irtkular in teres te under 
hk foot, e^ren aa he waa still reaolTed 
to 4o, ^ long BS M^ ahould endure."' 
Tbiifi did William of Orange receive 
the private advanf^ea made by the go- 
terntiient towards himaelf. Moantimej 
Dt>u John of Austria came to LouTain.* 
Until the preliminary couditiona of the 
Piirpetual Edict bad been f uiUlled, aod 
tliii Spanish troopa aent out of the 
country, he was not to be received ^ 
Governor General, but it seemed iin- 
btfcomiiig for him to remain longer 
upon tbe threibold of the provinces. 
He therefore advanced into the heart 
I of the oountiy, trusting himself with- 
I out troopfl to the loyalty of the people, 
td ma^nif esting a show of chivalrous 
eonfid^EEtoe which be wa^ far from feel- 
^ kg. He was toon surrounded by 
I courtiera, time^aerveiap noble office- 
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1 Letter of the FriHca uf Orflngo to Dcvn 
J«bzi of AtiBtria, May ^4^ 15TT, in G cue bard, 
'^oare^EiondiaQc? do Ouillaimio k Tacit,, ill< 

» Ibid,, 2P0.— ** Aiimt, touBJours mia dca- 
I soubs le» piedff mou ngard p&itlculiar, ainai 
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seekurs. They who hod kept tbem^ 
selves invisible, so long iis the iiSjiue 
of a perplexed negotiation iteemed 
doubtful, now b«^:ame obaequloD^ aod 
inevitable as his ahodcw. One grand 
seignior wanted a regiment, another a 
govemmentt a third a chain berlaln'fi 
key ; all wanted titles, ribbona, otfioes* 
livery, wage». Don John difitributed 
favours and promises with Tsst liber- 
ality,'* Tbe objeot wii^ whicb Philip 
had sent him to the Netherlatidis, that 
he might conoiliate the hfl&rt@ of its 
inhabitants by the pergonal graces 
which be had inberiteii from bjs im- 
perial father, seemed in a fair way of 
accomplisbment, for it was not only 
tba venal applause of titled sycopbants 
that ho strove to merit, but be mingled 
gaily and familiarly with all cIoabbs of 
citizena^* Everywhere hia bandaom© 
face and charming manner produced 
their natural etTect. He dined and 
supped with the magiistrates in ^h& 
Town-bouae, honoured gen^nd ban- 
quets of the byr|;hcrB with hii^ pre- 
eencej and waa aSkblc and dignified, 
wit^, fascinating, and commanding, 
by t4imi. At Lou vain, the five niUi- 
taiy guilds held a solemn festival 
The usual inyitations were sent to the 
other societies, and to aU the martin 
brotherhoods, the oountry round. Gay 
smd gaudy processions, sumptuous 
banquets, mOitajj sports, rapidly suc- 
ceeded each other. Upon tht? day of 
tbe great trial of akill, oil the high 
functionaries of the laud were, accord- 
ing to custom, invited, and the Gover* 
nor waJ9 gracioualy pleased to honoiir 
the solemnity with bis proBence. Great 
was the joy of the multitude when 
Don John, complying with the habit 
of irnptirlal and princely |>ersonages in 
former days, enifelled himself, cross- 
bow in hand, among the competitoi-a. 
Greater still waa the enthusiasm, when 
the conqueror of Lepanto brought 
down the bird, and was proclaimed 
king of the year, amid the tumultuous 



que Buia encore r^BoIu. dB falfie, taut que la 
Tie mo demuumra/'' 

» Bor, 3t. KU4. Hoard, id 4©3. 

* Bitr, Hofffd. ulii sup. Tnasia, iii. ^7, 
sqq. €ttbrem, xL 9tti. 

s Bur, Hoofd, Tass-g, uU aup. 
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hil.irity of the ci\>wj. According to 
custom, the captains of the guild su3- 
jiendeil a golden jvpinjay around the 
neck of his Highnests. ;md, plaoicg 
thenisolves' in prvxvs*siou. followed him 
to the cTvat ohurvh. Thenoe. after 
Uie oustomar}' relijioii? exercises, the 
ir.i::t::ude prv-oeedevi :o the Ivinqiiet, 
where the ho;i'.:h of the new king of 
ti-.e orv^ss-K^w'.v.eii was v'.eriged in deep 
|v:.it;o!:s>- l.o"c ar.d '-.•v.d wis :hr 
n:err::v.t-r.: of ::■•.* :r-:::a:ory fe:5t:val. 
to w :-.-^*V. "-.A'.-.y :e.*-stii s-uve-Aie-.i d-.irln^ 
ti:o<ie Vr.«: Vi:: "...ilv'y.r. vuys. f:r the 

\v/.tv;\i ::•. :>.t* V".es*evi.w..-rTi: ?: iv-c*. 
Tr.c\v vv.»i r.:'. :.z^xl\ :h.iT ^he v.ar. 



.:^ --Vi 



I??* w.Vf ' 



.A-.:v 



■.'^ i.i-:. 



■ '^1 !> 1 






:-Tk ..-,5 »"cvi^.;v "'■ 
".^7 V.v.v-*.— :-.;■ f\v 



*?v. 



Dutch BepuUic [1577. 

such was hiB secret kngaage to his 
. royal brother, at the very moment of 
! the exuberant manifestations which 
preceded his own entrance to Brus- 
sels. 
, While the Governor still tarried at 
Louvain. his secretary, Elscovedo, was 
busily engaged in arranging the de- 
c<ir:ure of the Spaniards.^ for notwith- 
st.i:2diz:g his original reluctance and 
the suspicions of Orange. Don John 
l.yally intended to keep his promise. 
He even advanced twenty-^even thou- 
sani iorizs towards the expense of 
-Leir resuval.' but to raise the whole 
xzi-'-inT required for transportation 
i=>i arr<r;irs was a difficult matter. 
Tie esr jTes were slow in providing the 
one i.'^r.ir^*'! and nfty thousand florins 
■arb::ii iley Lid stipulated to furnish. 
Ti.T Kizg's cre'ir:. moreover, was at a 
vrTv I : s- r": :. His previous bonds had 
li:*: r^eer. i-jly k«?noured. and there 
Lii rT^:! c^fe- instances of royal re- 
ruiijU-T- whi*L by no means Hg^it- 
r:iei ihr Lisk : f the snancier. in effect- 
irx ibf -fT l:isz5 rfDoired.* Escovedo 
^i* Tfrv rlzn: 12 his language upon 
:!:* T.-T-:.*. iri b.th I>?n John and 
yin all future 
rtr%&ted that the 
Lilir's name upon 
disc>?unted at 
: irienest. ry the FuKgm 
m^T r* du]v provided 
ry" - I eamWtly beg." 
- lisT y:-jT Majesty wiB 
TTi-rT ':: these bills, a* 
ailirur. with amosiiiS 
:Lii w\ll be 3 means of 
■:jr Xi.-esty** credit, and 
1 I i:- t .-ar* to lose it, 
:~. -if. " I*:'T! John tfM 
...-T.-.-za; "Fcr the lore 
If Tr.w, "do not be 
v Y.v: riust reflect 
Tte^TT" . : r^^^verrng your 
> r:*."*? fes a:w the final 
.^^--: y. :ir Mijesty,aijd 
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- n I'j. April 7, 
: : . I- :".:teri.-ept«d 

»:— X^ G, Sylvitu, 
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be soldiers too wtU be driven to dea- 

By dmt of gre?it diligence on the 

j of EkooYBdOt and through the con- 

repoeed in hia character, the 

fiinds were raieed in the 

eoitree of <! few weeka. Thera was^ 

however, a difficulty ajuong- the officerSt 

to the right of commanding the 

' on the homeward manch^ Don 

JoEkzo de Tar|^, ae chief of the 

avalry, was appointet! to the poat by 

Governor J byt Valdea, Rotnero, 

nd other veteranSi indignantly refused 

\ Bcrre nnder one whom they declared 

' th dr inferior o ffi c«r. There w aa mncli 

altercation and heartbtiming, and an 

• attempt wa^ made to compromiHfl the 

Imattef by the appointment of Cinint 

I Hanifield to the ch ie f eommand* Thia 

wjg, howPTer, only adding^ fuel to the 

flMnesL All were diHgcitiifhed with the 

BwporioHty accorded to a foreigner, 

£Bd Aloniso de Vargas, eapedally of^ 

feaW^ addresflcd moat iniolent Ian- 

pagi? to the G ovemor. ' Key erthelees, 

ty ^n^ngement was maintained,, and 

I ^6 trocipa fimdly took their departure 

mrai the comitiyj in the latter days of 

April* A Tmet €oncourte of citizens 

I wi^QAed their departure, and cotiM 

kttdlf hdtieTe their eyiea, aa they Sftw 

I Mm inctibua at last rollmg off, by which 

^ laid had bo many yeara been cruah- 

oi* Their joy, although ejctravagant, 

^te^kswever, limited by the reflection 

I *ba*, ten thouisand Germans etill re- 

^^mtd in the provinces, attached to 

I <ha Hartal service, and that there waa 

lyflt a posaibilitj that the d^par- 

[ wpf ol the Spaniards waa a feint In 

^rtdJi* Eaoovedo, although eeconding 

^ otdera of Don John, to procure 

tie removal of theae trpope^, did not 

JJfii|ilB to e^ireea Ma regret to the 

' ig, and Ma donhta as to tlie result 

|A« had heen ever m hopes that an 

' Leitter of Escoveda to the Elrtg, fl ATiil 
JS7T, \T\ DiHconrs Soinraier, &tc., p. 11. 
!tter uf Don Jolui tn the King, Bis^xoini 
ti>mtciv olc,, p. 34, appendix, 

* Bor. 3E* ^7. Hoofd, 3EiL IM. Strada, 
ti33. 

* Among the roimy witticisoia porpetratod 
x<ci thlj^ Dccfflfkm, the follo'q^i.Dg^ apBdmen 

by be thoiight worth p^esorTui^ ;— 



excuse might he found in the condition 
of Eiffaira in France, to juHtify the re- 
tention of the forces near that frontier* 
He fiBHured the King that he felt very 
doubtful aa to what torn matters might 
take, after the soldiers were gone^ see- 
ing the great nnrulinew which even 
thetr presence had been intfufficiimt 
completely to check." He had hoped 
that they might be retained in the 
neigbbourhood, reaidy to iteize the 
iislands at the first opportitnity. *' For 
my |jart/* he wrote, *' I care npthfng 
for the occupation, of places withia 
the interior, but the ielands tnunt he 
secured. To do this/* be continued, 
with a deceitfnl allusion to the secret 
projects of I>on John, "^ ist i^ niy opi- 
nion, more difficult than to efteet the 
scheme upon England* If the nue 
were accompliflhed, the other wo«M 
be easily enough managed^ snd would 
require \mt mmletat>e means. Let 
not your Majesty suppose that I say 
this as favouring the plan of Don 
John, for this I pat entirely behind 
me."'^ 

Notwithirtanding theae mispieiona on 
the part of the p€<iplo, thia rchictanco 
on the part of the government, the 
troops readily took up their Jine of 
march, and never paused tfll they 
reached Lomhardy:^ Don John wrtite 
repeatedly to the King, War July tfrging 
the cLaimf; of these veterans, and of 
their dii*tinguished officers, Romero, 
Avila, Valdez, Monteadocca, Terdugo, 
Mondmgon, and others, to bia bounti* 
bA consideration. They had departed 
in very ill-humour, not having received 
any reeompenee for their long and 
artltious Hsrviees. Certainly, if un- 
ffinching endurance, desperate valour, 
and congenial cruelty, could Atone in 
the monarch a eyea for the mutiny, 
which had at last compelled their 
withdrawal, then were these labourers 



* ' BoetfcR gans Abjit t ror plotiu Beii?ica f 
djram 
A quod in O naa e»t Utdm vemn fineTor.'* 
Bor, 3C. mi- Hoofrt %\\. 40^, 
< Letter of Estjovedo to tht^ King, (J AbrU 
ISTTt in l>i»eeura Sommier, etc., p. Jd, ap- 
pendix. 

■ Letter of Escovodo, fl April 1§7T, Di^- 
ooura SiMnroJi^r, p, G&. 

T MendasEo, xvi. 33&. Van. d* VyncM^ W. 
S33, Siradp, ix, i33. 
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acknowledged Governor, and was the 
I first to go forth to welcome him after 
the matter had been arranged. He 
made a scene of virtuous indignation 
in the State Council,* because he was 
accused of place-hunting, but was dill- 
i gent to secure an office of the highest 
I dignity which the (Governor could be- 
stow. Whatever may have been his 
merits, it is certain that he inspired 
confidence neither in the adherents of 
the King nor of the Prince; while he 
by turns professed the warmest regard 
both to the one party and the oUier. 
' Spaniards and patriots, Protestants 
and Catholics, suspected the man at 
I the same moment, and ever attributed 
to his conduct a meaning which was 
the reverse of the apparent.^ Such is 
often the judgment pasaed upon those 
who fish in troubled waters <mly to fill 
their own nets. 

The Duke, however, was appoint- 
ed Qovemor of the citadeL Bancho 
d'Avila, the former constable, refused 
with Castillian haughtiness, to sur- 
render the place to his successor, but 
appointed his lieutenant, Martin d'Oyo, 
to perform that ceremony.* Eseovedo, 
standing upon the drawbridge with 
Aerschot, administered the oath : " I, 
Philip, Duke of Aerschot," said the 
new constable, "solemnly swear to 
hold this castle for the King, and for 
no others." To which Eseovedo added, 
** God help you, with all his angels, if 
you keep your oath ; if not, may the 
Devil carry you away, body and souL" 
The few by-standers cried Amen ; and 
with this hasty ceremony, the keys 
were delivered, the prisoners, Egmont, 
Capres, Goignies, and others, liberated, 
and the Spaniards ordered to maidi 
forth.* 

» U'ttor v»f IVn Ji»hu U» tho Kins. 7 Abril » Tawis* iii. 241.— Compare Van d. VjnckL 
1^7T. in l>i-«u"ou«s* S*»iumior. \\ "i^. apoeudix. ! iL 2i*. 



worthy of their hire. Don John had 
pacified them by assurances that they 
should receive adequate rewards on 
their arrival in Lombardy, and had 
urged the full satisfaction of their 
claims and his promises in the strong- 
est language. Although Don Alonzo 
de Vargas had abused him " with fly- 
ing colours,"^ as he expressed himself, 
yet he hastened to intercede for him 
with the King in the most affectionate 
terms. ''His impatience has not sur- 
prised me," said the Governor, "al- 
though I regret that he has been 
offended, for I love and esteem him 
much. He has served many years with 
great distinction, and I can certify 
that his character for purity and reli- 
git>n is something extraordinary. ** • 

The first scene in the withdrawal of 
the trvHi^vs had been the evacuation of 
tho citaiiol of Antwerp, and it had been 
dividtxl that the command of this most 
iui(H>rtant fiirtress should be conferred 
uiH>n tho Duke of Aerschot/ his claims 
as cv>uuuauiler-in-chief, under the au- 
thority of the State Council, and as 
chief of the Catholic nobility, could 
hardly l.>e passed over, yet he was a man 
whom neither party trusted. He was too 
visibly govemeii by interested motives. 
Am^gant where he felt secure of his 
own, or iloubtf ul as to another's position, 
he could l^ supple and cringing when 
the relations changed. He refused an 
interview with William of Orange be- 
fore con^julting with lX>u John, and 
BoUcittnl one at'terwanls when he found 
that every eft'ort was to be made to 
otuioiliuto tho Prince.* He was ins(.>lent 
t*» the Gvivonior-Uenoral himself in 
February, and rtwinvtful in March. 
Ho u8uriuHl tho first place in the 
rhun'h,^ U^fore Don John had been 



«W ii»i." « Ibid. 

» lk»r. \ SvO. VabrvTft. xi. W7. Metereo. 
\i UV). 

♦ iiavluinl. ^\»m'«|H»M.UiiK'o dc GTulluttme 
IvlWit.. \»i.. l*rvruv. y. Iv uii.l Ui>to I. 

* Vivluvvtt vl Cv>rrvdiK4Kiaucc, vi. M. 



' Ibid.. tL M, 67.— Compare letter of 
Eseovedo, Diacours Sommier, p. 13, appen- 
dix. 

• B^r. X. 805. Meteren, vi. 119. Hoofd. 
xii. 4H4. Cabrera, xi. 907. 

* Bor. Meteren. HiX>fd. nbi sup. Mendoau 
XTi 3-Jj, 3*Jtf. Catoenk, xi. 908. 
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As already narrated, the soldiery had 
retired definitely from the country at 
the end of April, after which Don 
John made his triumphal entrance 
into Bmsads on the 1st of May. It 
was long sinee so festive a May-day 
had gladdened the hearts of Brabant. 
So much holiday magnificence had not 
been seen in the Netherlands for years. 
A solemn procession of burghers, pre- 
ceded by six thousand troops, and 
gunushed by the free companies of 
archers and musketeers, in their pic- 
turesque costumes, escorted the young 
prince along the streets of the capital. 
Don John was on horseback, wrapped 
in a long green cloak, riding between 
the Bishop of Liege and the Papal 
nuncio.^ He passed beneath countless 
faiumphal arches. Banners waved 
before him, on which the battle of Le- 
panto and other striking scenes in his 
me were emblazoned. Minstrels sang 
Tenes, poets recited odes, rhetoric clubs 
enacted fantastic dramas in his honour, 
as he rode along. Toung virgins 
crowned him with laurels. Fair wo- 
men innumerable were clustered at 
every window, roof, and balcony, their 
bright robes floating like summer 
ekmds above him. "Softly from 
those lovely clouds," says a gallant 
chronicler, " descended the gentle rain 
of flowers." ' Garlands were strewed 
before his feet, laurelled victory sat 
upon his brow. The same conven- 
ticnud enthusiasm and decoration which 
had characterised the holiday marches 



1 Bor, X. 811. Meteren, vi. 120. Hoofd, 
xfi. 600, sqq. Van d. Vynckt, ii. 238. 
Btrada, iz. 433. Lettre de Barthelemi Lie- 
bart (avocat et baiUi General de Tuumay) 
S"* Mai 1577.— "Estant le S'. Dom Jean 
ftflbbld d'un manteau de drap de couleur 
verd," etc. The Duke of Aerscbot was 
magnificeat as usoak^" Yestu d'xm collet de 



of a thousand conventional heroes were 
successfully produced. The proceed- 
ings began with the church, and ended 
with the banquet, the day was propiti- 
ous, the populace pleased, and, after a 
brilliant festival, Don John of Austria 
saw himself Governor-General of the 
provinces. 

Three days afterwards, the custom- 
ary oaths, to be kept with the custom- 
ary conscientiousness, were rendered at 
the Town House,* and for a brief mo- 
ment all seemed smiling and serene. 

There was a reverse to the picture. 
In truth, no language can describe the 
hatred which Don John entertained 
for the Netherlands and all the inhabi- 
tants. He had come te the country 
only as a stepping-stone to the English 
throne, and 'he never spoke, in his 
private letters, of the provinces or the 
people but in terms of abhorrence. 
He was in a " Babylon of disgust," in 
a " hell,** surrounded by " drunkards," 
"wine-skins," "scoundrels," and the 
like. From the moment of his arrival 
he had strained every nerve to retain 
the Spanish troops, and to send them 
away by sea when it should be no 
longer feasible to keep them. Esco- 
vedo shared in the sentiments, and 
entered fully into the schemes of his 
chief. The plot, the secret enterprise, 
was the great cause of the advent of 
Don John in the uncongenial clime of 
Flanders. It had been, therefore, 
highly important, in his estimation, 
to set, as soon as possible, about the 



velours rouge cremoisy brode d'or," etc., 
etc — Ibid., apud G:» chard, Documens In- 
edits coiicemant I'Histoire de la Belgique 
(Bruxelles, 1833), i. 362-364. 

* "Een lieflyke reeghen uit zoo heldere 
wolken."— Hoofd, xii. 600. 

s Bor, X. 812. Metcrcn, vL 120, 
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:i;i''r.i:i- 'v.^- iT^Fr-jru:*:^ I-ic Jriiu was made to 
I.V.,.'": /.iir.T fi-^trrii _i--. ±"^t j_ij Ltiir: l-»-it. ard Philip — more 
f..v«: vw. A.--.1J- ?Tr*;r. L-^::^s^^.i 'uiaz. iZL — "»■&« betrared in 
■^ '-•'- '...'-.ii j^M--L- Sriir^r-LTT- viiL-. L= sirffiVreid lis afTecxioDS, and 
^ ziibiii "lit* ij«rt i>:l of a man as false 

h* '• — ttejl fccti iiizL::*lT more aocom- 



wr..v;.'. .'.A ':a*".'. «s^ !'._* ',.>*c Li'i Trj.t^j 
?.■•..««/:, ;,.»: '/-yA^.. ::ji.'.r iL.i*ii l-a .: -ti- 



.'*' 



/yf. "x.*-. '. 



v.v; ^ 



of Vrt^Z, Lc : 



i/.V/ «. **.;.' ::.'::-, ¥. ..'.y.'r.',\x. £•_!;:•?. 

W.*.*:.'. ti*^ 'if,:'.,Ji'L ink of Pr::tZ SiZli 

t>r.vj.>.;^ ji'/A'i:.'/ v^ that <it'i F.r 

J''r*«S{ '/li iiih who!*:, the 'ty/AfriiZf 

'Jx:*, ;><•,«•, *.vj ;/io.>t ^ri.v;nip;lo-a villain 
III •.La* ;.>, 'yf rj j;/]:c:tr, the Spinish 
/yyjri %ASi Hi.u>4!*A it that moment 
ivjUj lti..ip, i/j a plot t/y 'iraw from 
f i'/fi Joh/i 4i»'J V.snf/rn:f)/tf by rn^.-anii of 
thi* tu,nt'>yiutU'U*:tz, th«j prv^L* of a 
tr'^-MZ/n y/fijcfj ih<; Kinjf and rniniat^r 
J/Z/tfi r|i;...iii:/l t/i find. Tli«: lotterii from 
Hp.iiij v/i:r'; wriLt<;n with thiii view — 
tijofti- fiom KLinH«:rM wore interf/reted 
U, tli/it irniJ. Kv<jry confidential letter 
i<-,«:«-,iv«T/| by |*<;rez wa» irnm'Kliately 
liii'l hy fiim h<:fon! the King — every 
h-.th:i whi<:h the artful demon wrote 
Wiui \i\U-A witli hinlH oh it} the clanger 
of th«T Kin^'ji h?aniing the exiritcmt^e of 
tfiu «:i*iii:«|n,iifh.|KM., anrl with promiseH 
of pmfi.ijiifi Hi;i:njr:y Upon hirt own 
ifiiit, .'iii'l w»iH thitn immerl lately placed 
III I'hijip'n hun'Jx, to receive hiH com- 
fiii:iiU and eritieiHniH, h'fore being 
ropiinl and <ii:,i]iat<:h(rd to the Nether- 
laiulM.' 'J'he iiiinixt<!r wan playing a 
hi.I'i, niuMJerouM, and tre^icherous 
^rarun, an'J playiMJ it in a m.-wterly 

I I tan Iter. J'^<:ovedo w;u* lured to hiB 

• Mniiy Iff till:-*; lotfjjrH unj (»ititaino<I in a 
viiiy vuruutiln MS. cufll(]cti(jii Ijclon^fituf to 
tliii Mryal lilirurv' at thii 11u:jii(j, uiiil uiititlod, 
•T.iriiui ijii'dl Hni^iir I)iiii Juan <1« AuBLria y 

III Hiw-irtiinii iftiitii (1«) Khc(iI)vi1o, (luH<-ifmd:u4, 
i-hi nliifiiiii h Hu. Ma}<<> y A::t(Miio I'oruz, 
tU.MV^ M.iiiiliM." It JH pnili.ii,).} tlmt thcHu 
4iijili>i wi-ru iiiiulc tiy tbu direction of I'cruz 



'after the arrival 

Ti Z*-r. /-.iz. ±. ihe yetherianda, he 
L2.i "i»e*-_i. -: *-rzffrsi the greatest im- 
Tii'.tz.:it z'.T Zsi.^: Tfri?, who had not 
■;ei^ ill*- ^: .ax::ii.pAcy his master 
-Tn- lis ;-:^:2T«T. V-i wiihout whose 
i&'^-rji^yt li* GiTCEiior coidd acoom- 
^li=l - .Of :f LLa ::=»!er:aking8. '*Be- 
i=^ & iitSi^ z.->: a=. aagel, I cannot do 
&I1 irLi:! I laTe lo do/' said he to 
Persz. "wr^::.: a single person in 
ttL:-— I can coafdr."* He protested 
\L:r. Le ci:::!! d:> cj mare tluui he was 
il-en d:ir^. He went to bed at twelve 
and r Joe a: i^ven, withont having an 
L'j':s in iLe day in which to take Ins 
f'>-d rer-ilsj-Ij, in consequence of all 
which he liud already had three fevers. 
He was plunged into a world of dis- 
trust. EvexT man suspected him, and 
he had b^maplf no ojnfidence in a 
single individual throughout that 
whole Babylon of disgusta. He ob- 
served to Perez that he was at liberty 
to shew his letters to the King, or to 
read them in the Council, as he meant 
always to speak the truth in whatever 
he should write. He was sure that 
Perez would do all for the best; and 
there is something touching in these 
expressions of an honest purpose to- 
wards Philip, and of generous confi- 
dence in Perez, while the two were 
thus artfully attempting to inveigle 
him into damaging revelations. The 
Xetherlandera certainly had small 
cause to love or trust their new Go- 
vernor, who very sincerely detested 
and suspected them, but Philip had 
little reason to complain of his bro- 
ther. " Tell me if my letters are read 
in Council, and what his Majesty says 



himRclf, when obliged to deposit the ori- 
jfiuals before the judges of Anigon. — ^Vide 
Uiichard, Notice sur un Mauiiscrit de la 
Bibliothdque Royalo de la Haye, etc. Bullet. 
Com. Rr>y. xiiL 

* Cartas del Seizor Don J. d'Anutria y el 
Sc&or Escobcdu, MS., f. 1-4, 21 Die, 1576. 
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I ibout theniH,** he wrote; "'and, above 
■U^ seiid uamneT. I am drivexi to 
dceperation at nndiiig myaelf jo/cf io 
Iku fifftple, utterly unprovidtid aa I 
&m. and knowiiig tJie slow manner in 
which aR afkiiii am condtteted In 

He mft3rn3«d the King that thei*e 
mm but one maa in the Netherlandish 
ud that lt« wa£ «dled the Frinoc of 
Onnge. To him everything waa oom- 
ninnM»te4 with him every tiling wa* 
iu{;otktiMl« opmtoTis exjiretMied by him 
were implicitiy followed* The Gover- 
nor rividly described th(» miisgivings 
with which he h&d placjod hkceelf in 
lh« power of the states by goings to 
JjoaTaiiit and tbeTelucbaoce with which 
he bad eoneeDt^d to send away the 
troopt. After this conceasionj he coni- 
pbined that the iiuolence of Uie ^UJte& 
hsi mcrms^ '^ They th ink t L-vt they 
can do and undo what they liko^ now 
thit I am at their mercy," no wrote to 
FWlip. ** Nevfii-theleaflj I do what 
jmi comn;imd without regarding that 
I tEfit MjMj and that I am m great dan- 
gfir of lo^ng my liberty^ a loa» which 
1 dread mors than anj^thing in the 
wadd, for I wish to remain justified 
Isefors God and m en." * He expreaesedj 
bnwever, no hopes m to the result 
Iharesp*+(>t and rudepeas could be 
puaked no further than it had already 
gpBfi, while the Prince of Orange, the 
ictual governor of the country, con- 
iideftd his own preservation dependent 
npon maintaining things as they then 
were. Doa Jolm, therefore^ adviiied 
the King steadily to make preparations 
for "a TTid© and terrible war,"* which 
Twa not. to be avoided, aaye by a mi- 
fteJe, and which ought not to find him 
ill this unprepared atati^. He protested 
tbAti it waji impossible to exaggerate 
tbw holdnesi} which the people felt at 
Kiwig him thus deffiDcelesa, "They 
liy puhlidy/* he continued, "that youT 
"UAJtetj is" not to be feared, not being 
mpable of carry mg on a war, and hav- 
iag mmum&d and exhausted &vbry re- 



t CuiFtMS del Sefier Don J. d' Aunt Ha. y cl 
ae&» Esflobedn, »B., t 1-4, SI Die, IfiTO. 

» Guias «ld S. Don JcoOr ota, MS.> f. #-13^, 
IJtfi. 1477* 

** Una cruda y teirible guerra.**— Ibid. 



Bourt^e. Qne of the greatest injuries 
ever inEioted upon u^ waa by Marquis 
Hftvrd, who* lifter his return from 
SjKiiin, went ^bout publiahing every- 
where the poverty of the royal ex- 
chequer. This haa emboldened them 
to rise, for they beheve that^ whatever 
the disponltion, there is no strength to 
chAJstise them. They see a proof of 
the ootreetness of their reiuioning in 
the absence of new levies, and in the 
heavy arrearages du« to the old 
troops."* 

He protected that he desired, at 
loastf to be equal to the eoemyj with- 
out a^king^ as others had usually done^ 
for double the amount of the hostile 
force. He guve a glnnee at the fo- 
reign eomplications of the Netherlaads, 
telling Philip that th<j estates wero 
intriguing both with France and Eng- 
land. The English envoy had e]£- 
preased much uneasiness at the poft* 
dble departrure of the Spanish troop* 
from th^5 Ketherlanda by sea, coupling 
it with A probable attempt fe^ libemt© 
tbe Queen of Soota, Don John, who 
had come to the prt:»vinirB8 for no other 
purpose, and whose soul had been full 
of tbat romantic scheme, of course 
fetotitly denied ajjd ridiculed the idea. 
'^Sucb notions," he had said to the 
envoy, "were subjects for laughter. 
If the trm^fWJ were removed from the 
country, it waa to strengthen his Ma- 
jesty's force in the Levant"* Mr 
Rogers, much comforted, had ei|iros«ed 
the warm friendship which Elizabeth 
entertained both for his Majesty and 
his MajcBty'a repreaeiitative ; protea- 
tationB which could hardly seem very 
sincere, after the series of attempts at 
the Queen's life, undert^iken m recently 
by his Majesty and hifl Majewty's for- 
mer representative. Kevertheless, 
Don John had responded with great 
ccsrcllality, had begged for Elizabeth's 
portmit, and bad express&d the inten- 
tion, if affaira went as he hoped, to go 
privately to England for the piupose 
of kissing her royal band.* Don Johu 



* Cfijtae del B. Don Joiwi, etc., MB , f. 4- 
IE, 2 Jan. Ihl7. * Ibirf. 

ft *■ y yo conipediTlo su rotrnto y ds* 

clendo qnts si Ims cmma de aquJ tniiiii*rft.n 
OBsle-ut'O couio osiicmva biri* pr»viilLiuiL-iiiLc u 
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further informwl the King, upon the 
envoy'H authority, th.it Elizabeth had 
n^fuHtHl iuMirtUncc to the estates, saying, 
if HhtJ Btirrwl it would be to render aid 
to Philip, eHi)ecially if France should 
nu!(l(IU* in the matter. As to France, 
tlio (Jovenior ailvised Philip to hold 
out hoport to Alen^on of espousing the 
Infant^a, but by no means ever to fuldl 
Huoh a promise, as the Duko, " besides 
being the shield of heretics, was un- 
strrupuloudly addicted to infamous 
vifi'H." ' 

A month later, Kacovodo described 
the downfall ot' Dim Johns ho^>es, and 
his i>wn in dismal language. — ** You 
art* awaiv," he wn>to to Tere^, " that a 
thnme a chair with a canopy — is our 
intent ii)n ami our appetite, and all the 
rest in giHHl for nothing. Having 
failtnl iu our scheme, we are desjwrate 
uud like madmen. All is now weari- 
m«M and death." ^ Having expressed 
hiuirtelt' iu such desiKUiding accents, he 
Oi>ntinuiHl, a few ilays afterwanls, in 
tlie Miime lugubrious vein. ** I am ready 
to hang mys.'lt"," siiid he, **' and 1 would 
have iloiio it alivaily, if it were not for 
keeping myself as oxiviitioncr for those 
who have done us t;o much harm. Ah. 
Sehor Antonio IVrt^z ! " he aildeil, 
*• what terrible pertinacity have those 
deviU rtliewn in making us give up our 
plot. It rtoouw :w though hell were 
opened, and had sent forth heai^s of 
doiuvMW ti» oppose our schemes." ^ 
.Vfler tiwsKi vigv>i\»us ejaculations, he 
pioeeeiied to inform his friend that 
the Mn^liMh envv»y and the estates, 
goxeiued l»y the IVince of (.)rangi\ in 
N\lu«.se power \ve»\» the nuieh-covettil 
sliip-s, had preventeil the de^tartuw of 
tho tivKH« by si'U. *' These devils 

liifn.il' l:k \:\A iiHUHM." {.*nrtl\A ilol S. L>OU 

Jii.111, I'lo , \i.-i., I", k I'l, iJ J.iii. i:i77. l'pi»u 
tliiM i.i-snux*' in his kn\itlK-i's U'Ctvr. Tlulip 
lu uU llu- iiith> aniuttation. " \Jticho ittcir 
•> t o^'.- lii.a wa-s >».i,vini,' a uvkxI denl.** — 

I '" iVuviuv' ilo nuLs vlo sor oKto ol esoudo 

li.U-o o.-iiiipu'A' kU'I |iv.idv> liol'.md"." — ll'kl. 
■• v'.ui.in. vU-. MS. f. l:i. Irf. 7 b'ob. 1577. 
- '• L-»U'> pi'i- .lou-.inno, va K> habia luvho 
M.u<' uiv« ^ll.l^vll.'>o imi.i vvrvhi^o J.« «.;ii!cu 
I uiK> m.d m»i» lia^v. A I .S.'iVr .Viit'iio 
iVuv. \ viuo iK*i.iu.u-iU y tolTil'i'.id;ul :i "*j<lo 

U dcn^>a dk)LLiv•ui^'Jt Cll V^UitOXlU.'J^ UUVttllU 



complain of the expense/' eaid he, 
" but we would willingly swaUow the 
cost if we could only get the shipe." 
He then described Don John as so 
cast down by his disappointment as to 
be fit for nothing, and most desirous 
of quitting the Netherlands as soon as 
possible. He had no disposition to 
govern these wine-skins.^ Any one 
who ruled in the provinces was 
obliged to do exactly what they 
ordered him to do. Such rule was 
not to the taste of Don John. With- 
out any comparison, a woman would 
answer the purpose better than any 
man, and Escovedo accordingly sug- 
gested the Empress Dowager, or Ma- 
dame de Parma, or even Madame de 
Lorraine. He further recommended 
that the Spanish troops, thus forced 
to leave the Netherlands by land, 
should be employed i^inst the here- 
tics in France. This would be a salvo 
for the disgrace of removing them.' 
" It would be read in history,", con- 
tinued the Secretary, " that the troops 
went to France in order to render as- 
sistance in a great religious necessity; 
while, at the same time, they will be 
on hand to chastise these drunkards, if 
necessary^* To have the troops in 
France is almost as well as to keep 
them here." He begged to be for 
given if he spoke incoherently. 'Twas 
no wonder that he should do so, for 
his reason had been disordered by the 
blow which had been received. As 
for Don John, he was dying to leave 
the comitr>'; and although the force 
was small for so great a general, yet 
it would be well for him to lead these 
trv.K>ps to I-Vance in person. " It would 
soimd well in history," said poor Esoo* 

trnqA : el vnf^enio parece que aea abieito y 
({ue eiibiaii de alkl gvutes a moatoues A esta 
elcto. •' 

« (.'arto-s etc.. MS., C 12. 8 Feb. 1577.— 
** Yin »v.- prcvciiir:! y cre:i que silla y cottin» 
OS lllu■^«:ro luteiito y apetitow y quo todo lo 
. douias 05 yv.iproprio y que abieudose caydo 
. la tntv'udo :u.iu>.l aiuL'O cou loquul estauiot 
I d.-t^ponulos y ooino locus ; todo a de Her cao- 
rfuiu-io V uiuorto." 
* •' Y juini j:'-»bi*-*TOdr e»to6 cuero9 wal- 
I iiuiico iio lo q!i:onj.'' — Cartas, etc.. MS., t 
■ 12-Ii\ 7 Feb. IJ77. » Ibid. 

I « •■ Y tiiiib.o:! sorviri esto de re£c«nar 
', oi»tos bornioUvA"— luid. 
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vedo, who always thought of posterity, 
¥nthout ever dreaming that his own 
private letters would be destined, after 
three centuries, to comment and ear- 
nesfc investigation; "it would sound 
well in history, that Don John went 
to restore the fVench kingdom, and to 
extirpate heretics, with six thousand 
foot and two thousand horse. 'Tis a 
better employment, too, than to go- 
vern such vile creatures as these." ^ 

If, however, all their plans should 
fiul, the Secretary suggested to his 
fricmd Antonio, that he must see and 
makt courtiers of them. He sug- 
gested that a strong administration 
mig^t be formed in Spain, with Don 
John, the Marquis de Los Velez, and 
the Duke of Sesa. " With such chiefs, 
and with Anthony and John • for aco- 
lytes," he was of opinion that much 
good work might be done, and that 
Don John might become "the staff 
far his Majesty's old age."^ He im- 
plored Perez, in the most urgent lan- 
guage, to procure PhiUp's consent that 
his brother should leave the provinces. 
"Otherwise," said he, "we shall see 
tte dflstmction of the friend whom we 
ID fluieh love 1 He will become seri- 
001^ ill, and, if ao, good night to 
Mml^ His body is too delicate." 
SMXivedo protested that he would 
nther die himself. "In the catas- 
tnpbid of Don John's death," he con- 
tinued, "adieu the court, adieu the 
world i" He would incontinently 
boiy himself among the mountains 
d San Sebastian, " preferring to dwell 
amone wild animals than among cour- 
tiem Escovedo accordingly, not 
uiged by the most disinterested mo- 
trres certainly, but with as warm a 
friendship for his master as princes 
nsoaJly inspire, proceeded to urge 
npon Perez the necessity of aiding 
the man who was able to help them. 

1 '*Se olgartf mas de Bervir en esto que no 
«n goviearao de tan ruin gente." — Cartas, 
etc, M S^, fl 12-ld, 7 Feb. 1677. 

* Tis., John of Escovedo and Antony 
Peres. 

s *' El baculo per su bexez." — Cartas, etc., 
aia, 13-1«, 7 Feb. 1677. 

« '*Y ee de cuorpo tan delicado que lo 
temo detxamos hia a buenas nochee."— Ibid. 
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The first step was to get him out of 
the Netherlands. That was his con- 
stant thought, by day and night. As 
it would hardly be desirable for him 
to go alone, it seemed proper that 
Escovedo should, upon some pretext, 
be first sent to Spain. Such a pretext 
would be easily found, because, as Don 
John had accepted the government, 
" it would be necessary for him to do 
all which the rascals bade him."'^ 
After these minute statements, the 
Secretary warned his correspondent of 
the necessity of secrecy, adding that 
he especially feared "all the court 
ladies, great and small, but that he in 
everything confided entirely in Perez," 

Nearly at the same time, Don John 
wrote to Perez iu a similar tone. " Ah, 
Se&or Antonio," he exclaimed, "how 
certain is my disgrace and my misfor- 
tune ! Ruined is our enterprise, after 
so much labour and such skilful ma- 
nagement.*** He was to have com- 
menced the work with the very Span- 
ish soldiers who were now to be sent 
off by land, and he had nothing for it 
but to let them go, or to come to an 
open rupture with the states. "The 
last, his conscience, his duty, and the 
time, alike forbade." ^ He was there- 
fore obliged to submit to the ruin of 
his plans, and " could think of nothing 
save to turn hermit, a condition in 
which a man's labours, being spiritual, 
might not be entirely m vain." ^ He 
was so overwhelmed by the blow, he 
said, that he was constantly thinking 
of an anchorite's life. That which he 
had been leading had become intoler- 
able. He was not fitted for the people 
of the Netherlands, nor they for him. 
'Rather than stay longer than was 
necessary in order to appoint his suc- 
cessor, there was no resolution he 
might not take, even to leaving every- 
thing and coming upon them when 



* " Porque recebido el gobiemo a de acer 
lo que le aconsejaren estos bellacos." — Ibid. 

« Cartas, et<5., MS., 16 Feb. 1577, f. lft-18. 
— "A, Sefior Antonio y cusin ciorto ea de ml 
dcsgracia y desdicha — la qiiiobra do nostro 
destgnio tras may trabajado y bion guiado 
que Be tenia." ' Ibid. 

8 "Pues no se en quo pensar sino en una 
hermita y donde no sera en vano lo que el 
hombre trab^ja se con el espiritu."— Ibid. 
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tUey leaefc expected Mm, altbougll he 
"were ta receiYe a bliKidy puuiabment 
in consequeoce. He, too, suggested 
the Empress, who Lad all the quaHtien 
which he lacked hiraaelf , or Madame 
de Parroa, or Madairie de LorraitiCji m 
each of them wua mora fit to goifem 
the provmoes thsJi he pretended to be. 
** The people/* eaid he, pluiuly, *' «ri; 
heginvinff to ahh(^ ww* and I abhor tkcm 
ab-eady." ' He entreated Perea to get 
him out of the ccnmtry by fair meana 
or foul, " per fds ant per mf'ix" ' His 
f riendfl ought tjj proctir<; hk libeTOtion, 
if they wifihed to eoYehim from the wm 
of disobedience, and oven of infamy, 
He eipreaised the most unbounded con- 
fidence in the honour of his ootTe- 
Bpondent;, adding, that if nothing else 
could procure hiej release, the letter 
might be ftbewn to the King. In 
genera.li the Governor was always will- 
ing thai Verez nhould make what 
chnngea he thought advisable in the 
letters for hia Majesty, altering or 
BoftcDing whatever seemed crude or 
harsh, pfovided always the mam point 
—that t?f proouring hla recall — were 
steadily kept in view. In thiD, said 
the Governor, vehem.ently I, my Hfe, my 
honoury and my soid oje ail at stake ; 
for ae to the two fii^, I shaE forfeit 
them bdth certjiinly, and, in my des- 
perate oonditiou, 1 shall run great risk 
of losing the Liet.^ 

On the other hand, Perez was pro- 
fuse in his professions of MendBhip 
beth to Don John tmd to Esoovedo ; 
diluting in idl his letters upon the 
difficulty of approaching the King 
upon the subject of his brother's r&call, 
but giving occn^ional information thai 
nn incidental hint had been ventured^ 
which might not remain without 
eflfect. All these letters 'were^ how- 
ever, laid before Philip, for his ap- 
proval, before being despatched, and 
the whole flubject thoroughly and 
perpetually discuBsed between them, 

J " Pdr lo qtie ma eapie^on avnrrooor y 
por h} quo ye loa RborrMco." — Cartii*. eta,, 
S*a, le Fdb, 1677, f. Ifi-lS. * ibid, 

*Gu:t44^ otCj Ma, 1 MarwJ. 15TT, T. 
IMP^— "Quo Hti hn&ertn me t* la vid^ y 
oiim y ftltHA, porqua ina flop primema pnrtes 

pt^i'd^jre ctcrto y la terofiia da punt deft- 

fjcraUo him a gr^^n inieago.'* 



about which Perez pretfinf^ef! t^at hif 
hardily dared breathe a @v T 
Maje^y. He had done w ] i 
he midr while reAdtii^, ^m 
to the King^ during a St ^ 1 
the o£&cial deepatchea trcm, 
therlandfl, to insinuate such of 1 
arguments used by the Otivernoir tui I 
Escovedo as might seem admissnJij^l 
but it was soon obvious that n^ ti»| 
pression could be made upon the roTiJl 
iniud, Perez did not nr^ the matter, 1 
therefore, " because," ssM he, " if thij 
King should sixspect thskt we hnd iaf | 
other abject than hia interesti, 
ithouM ali ht Imt."^ Every effnitl 
should b* made by Don John Ofld sfl | 
his friends to secure his Majestj^j 
entire confidence, since by that CK^nril I 
more progress would be mbade la tlMtff 
secret plans, than by prooeediogi c-nti* 
eeming which the Governfif wrrrf" 
" with such fury and antiet '^ 
Perez warned hia eocFei|»i^ 1 1 
fore^ moat solemnly, agajji 
ger of '' atrikiDg the bl<m 
ting the mark/' and trieiJ . , 
him that his best nitcreats rctpiiitrl 
him to protract his residence In tin 
provinces for a longer period. Ht- "r 
formed Don John that his diBarj" * 
ment as to the Eogliflh ^"" " 
met with the warnie^t - 
the King, w-ho had wishes I 
euceeeft. ^' I bare sokl to him* «t u 
high a prioo as I ooiild," ^\^ Pf«f^ 
*^'this marnammity with ' 
Highnenhad sa^ficed, ^ 
Bion, a private object to hiK .^rvso- 

The minister held the aatne l«fr 
guage, when writing, in a still naift^ 
intimate and expansive style, if> 1 
vedo, ^* We must avoid, by i 
sand leagues, the possibility of '■ 
King*s thinking us influenced b? t 
vate motives/' be ob«enri ' 
know the King* and the 
these matters. The only 
the good -win of the man is 

* C&rtfkd, etc., MS. 1 SO-91. 
B Ibid — " Coil tanta f\vs^ f euidub 4i 

• '^ gu MAg<^H. fajitrnmifi' ' ■,^,^-1* 
que we bitmora podiril' - 
Dccnsiou ; J yo Is hovt': • r - 



577,] Ths Tm'Mt 

) aocommoff aifl ouTs^lTea to hie tasteflj, | 

{ to have the apptjaj-ance of being ^ 

iipi^tl aolely with. Lis inte rests. "^ 

t^ letter, like ail the rest, being aiib- 

litted to " the Plan " in qiieutioa be- 

bei^g senfc^ was undttHimjd by 

At thift patagiTiph and fuiDi^li^ 

ph the following atmotaUcMi : — "but 

must enlarge upon the pasaag^ 

lich I have marked — Bay more, ©ven 

\ you are obliged to copy the letter, 

i order that w£ msLy jee the nature of 

[Jn another ktberto Eseovedo, Perez 
upon the impropriety, the 
hpoaedbitj of Don John's leavijig the 
' Ketherlsuds at that time. The King 
waa m reaolute upon that point, he 
m^d, that 'twaa out of the question to 
Buggeat the matter* ** We shoiildj by 
-» doing, only lose all credit with him 
in other thit>gA. Yoti know what a 
Me man he ia ; if be ahoidd once 
ct us of having a private end in 
we should entirely miea our 
mark/** Especially the secretary waa 
tDsdn acquninted with the enormona 
rror which would be committed by 
k^n Jobs in Ie;iving hia poatp Perez 
l^ciitured into the water" upon 
^bjeet^ he aaid^ by praimig the 

^KKT wannly to his Maj eety* The 

King hftd responded by a hearty eulo- 
giiun^ adding thai the greatest com- 
fort in having mich. a brother wa^, that 
h» tm^i be whi^e Ms Majesty could 
b|^ib. Therefore, it was otit of the 
^^^Bn for Don John to lea^o the 
^^^^■pe& The ^eatcst toot waa 
^^^^wy, urged Ferez^ in dealing 
^P^^pbe King- U he abould once 
BrBSjieot th^t we imire a private pur- 
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* Oi rto^ ete.. MS^ I 24^27.— *' Me pnrece 

rail iDguttfl de que {lioi^jse 

|<| -: Um da propofilta da la 

I ii>n .Tiuin — — puo8 cono- 

I rv^' } cyiLiii dkillcnd&s tDaterias de 

IDU <^ckB, pucs pc^r al miimii eoso no 

L imilJi y el citmino para ffantir f«fe 

I no IS. da wot slno tratar 

'i»fQck y OfifOiiiDdalle Ids 

i ^jM ^LV !:vki» da alATi^ia en Id quo yo 

f ti w iimo do b ttFiipLie&tiL"— Ibid, 

«., M^., t 2T^i2,— " pLircjiitt no 

uUto con flt p tm otriLB orxs-m, 
. Mmi/« m tenibilfl hocubr^" 



pose, we are loai, and no Demoetbene« 
or Ciceixi would be able to inliu^Qee 
him afterwarda.*** Perez begged that 
hie ardent attaobmeut to Don John 
might be represented m the fitrouge^ 
colouna to that high periioniige, wh(» 
wm to be enured that every effort 
woul^ be made ta plaoe him at the 
head of affaira m Spain, according to 
the suggestion of Estovedo. '* It would 
never do, however," be continued, " to 
let owr MMi» see that wo desire it, for 
then we should never suocoed. The 
only way to conquer blm is to make 
him believe that things are going on 
a« he wisiheitj not as hi^ Highn^w may 
deaire, and that we have none of ua 
any will but the King's," ^ Upon tliia 
passage the "terrible man*' made a 
brief annotation ; " this paragraph 
does admirably/' he eaidi adding, with 
chM-aeteriatic tautology, "and it^hat 
^tm sai} m it is a/jno excellent"^ 

" Therefore/' continutsi the minia- 
ter, **God forbid, Maatar Eacovedo/ 
tbat you should come hither now ; for 
we ahould all be loai In the English 
matter, I aBsure you tbat hia Majesty 
waa extremely anions that tbe plan 
should succeed, either through the 
Pope, or otherwiae. That pnta me iu 
mindj" added Pere^K, "to say, body of 
Gk)d ! Selior Ea^covedo J how the devU 
oama jou to send that courier to Houiie 
about the English plot without giving 
me warning?"^ He then proceeded 
to state that the papnl nuncio io Spain 
had been much troubled in mind upon 
the subject, and had sent for him. " I 
went/' said Pere^j, ^*and after he had 
closed the door, and looked through 
the keyhole to see that there were no 



* " Porque la ora quo Ucjenoiuns a oaio 

Clioeroii qui k paifmiada deHpuua/'^^'4ina!*t, 
etc., BIS,, 27-02, 

^ '^F^ro no Io mostremos a etto omhro 
J amna que Io deseiuiiDa potquo tmuoo. Io v uror 
moB,'* etc—ILId. 

* "Bite capitulf* va mny bion, y Io que 
decis en el tapbien.''— Ibid 

' " Cuorpo de DIch** Se&or JSacsobcfio, cwhhd 
diAbloa de^racharDU t&l domso ti R^niwx sobro 
eato dfi Inglaturra," etc,— Ibid Uiwii thin 
paRfuu^ tbe King' baa iil-^o notocl with bia 
iiwn bmnd: *'aiid this pAni^«ph m oretn 
mMl motst to Ui0 pijrpo^ f " Y cato (^pituki 
XA alia aiejor al propiwitu "),— Ibid, 



236 



Tlie Else of the Dui^ RepuUic, 



[1577. 



liiiten«;rR, he informe'l me that he had 
rerreivc-'l intelligence from the Pope as 
tf) the dernandi} maiie by Don John 
Ufxm \\\h Holineftfl for bulls, briefe, and 
iiionoy to Biwiut him in his English 
ikjherijo, and that eighty thousand 
dii^^'itH had already been sent to him 
in oonH'.-'jUfcnce." Perez added that 
t)jo nuncio w.xs very anxious to know 
liow tlic affair should best be commu- 
nif:at<;d it) the King, without prejudice 
\Ai Ills ifi^^hncss. He had given him 
the roqiiiKit«5 <vlvice, he (Kmtinued, and 
\\w\ liiiriHclf HuVisequently told the 
King that, no doubt, letters had been 
wriit<jn by Don John to his Majesty, 
c:orniiiiini«iting these negotiations at 
Jlorno, Vnit that probably the de- 
Hpat<;h<!H hafl been forgotten. Thus, 
giving hiniHelf the ap{>earance of hav- 
ing Hiii<K)ili<?d the matter with the 
King, iNjrcz concluded with a practical 
HuggcHtion of nnich importance — ^the 
iHM'cHHJty, namely, of procuring the 
usKJiriHlnation of the Prince of Orange 
ii-M Hoon as poFwible. " Let it never be 
alm<;nt from your mind," said he "that 
11 good ocHMiHion nmst be found for 
Jliiinlutuf Ornjif/p, since, besides the 
H(Tvi«'»» whifth will thus be rendered to 
our vntHfrr and ta the states, it will 
bo worf-li Homcthinf/ to ourselves."^ 

No apology is necessary for laying 
a HoiMcwhai cxtcnHivo analysis of this 
Mc(!rrl,cornwpon(lt!nco before the reader. 
If MuM-o bo any value in the examples 
of liJHt.oiy, certainly few chronicles 
vnu funilHli a more instructive moral. 
Iloro are a <lt?Hpotic king and his con- 
fi<ii'niial niiniHier laying their heads 
togfUiiT in one cabinet; the viceroy of 
the nioHt important provinces of the 
n-alrn, with his secretary, deeply con- 
fiMTJng in another, not as to the man- 
tu'.T of julvancing the great interests, 
moral or material, of the people over 
whom (lod has jMirmitted them to rule, 
bill, uH to the boHt means of arranging 
fonHpiracit'H agaiuHtthe throne and life 
of a neighbouring sovereign, with the 



1 "Ojo quo iin (li'xo Vin. do llcvar en bu 
jKMiMamli'iito piini ni t-onvinioMJ- y «o pudicsse 
i;ii onuiion pun) coinpuuKto todo de loR csta- 
<l(fH II acai'ar a Oninxf, qii<i domas del 8or- 
vicio t|uo HO ara anuuHtro He&or y bleu a esos 
CHtudufl noi vcUdria algo^ y crca me que lo 



comuraaoe and subsidies of the Pope. 
In this scheme, and in this only, the 
high conspirators are agreed. In every 
other respect, mutual suspicion and 
profound dec«it characterise the scene. 
The Governor is filled with inexpree* 
. Bible loathing for the whole nation of 
"drunkards and wine-skins" who are 
. at the very moment strewing flowers 
I in his path, and deafening his ears 
: with shouts of welcome; the king, 
; whUe expressing unbounded confidence 
. in the viceroy, ia doing his utmost^ 
; through the agency of the subtlest 
i intriguer in the world, to inveigle him 
I into confessions of treasonable sdiemea, 
and the minister is filling reams of 
paper with protestations of affection 
for the governor and secretary, with 
sneers at the character of the Kii^ 
and with instructions as to the best 
method of deceiving him, and then 
laying the despatches before his Ma- 
jesty for correction and enlargement 
To complete the picture, the monarch 
and his minister are seen urging the 
necessity of murdering the foremost 
man of the age upon the very dupe 
who, within a twelvemonth, was hinh 
self to be assassinated by the self-ssme 
pair ; while the arch-plotter who con- 
trols the strings of all these compli- 
cated projects is equally false to Kiog^ 
Governor, and Secretary, and is enga^ 
ing all the others in these blind aod 
tortuous paths, for the accomplishmoii 
of his own secret and most ignoble 
aims. 

In reply to the letters of Peres, Don 
John constantly expressed the satietio- 
tion and comfort which he derived 
from them in the midst of his annoy* 
ances. "He was very disconsolate,* 
he said, " to be in that hell, and to be ^ 
obliged to remain in it," * now thit . 
the English plot had fallen to the • J 
ground, but he would neverthele* 
take patience, and wait for a moie 
favourable conjuncture. 

Escovedo expressed the opinion, 

digo la verdad y creame le dlgo otra Tet"— 
Cartas, etc., MS., f. 27-32. 

8 Cartas, etc., MS., 26 Mliyo, 1677, f. 8»- 
84. — '* Ticno me muy doscciisolado porque 
estar en estar ynfieruo y aver deetar.* 
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^erer, BCiiwitliMaBding all tlie eug- 
Fgi:st,|t5Uft of PereZj that the presence of 
I Dutj Julifi iu the proTinoea had become 
L tntireiy ^perdtious. " Ac old woman 
|ipiik her SstaJSt'* mi^eeled the Sec re- 
lief , "wmtld he mofis appropriate t 
pDr there would he aothfng to do, if 
h« states had their wttj, fiave to aign 
ereiytbmg which thej ahauld ooiri* 
mani"^ If their should he war, his 
HighqflBS would, of course^ not aban- 
I dovL hJE pofit^ even if pormitted to do 
btit otherwise^ Dothiug could b@ 
". by a prolonged reddenco. Am 
iht scheme of assftwinatiag the 
'Ttiiice of Ottmge, Kftcovedo prayed 
Perez to bf^lieve him incapable ol 
oegUgence on the subject. '^Yoii 
know that the ^^nMhin^ of OrUTigB ia 
■weary near my heart," wrote the poor 
du|)€ to the man by whom he was 
Imciclf ao soon to be finished, ^' You 
may htlteve that I have never forgot- 
tetj It, and never will forget it, until 
it b« dntie. BInck, and Tery much 
^ Qdififle is, howorer, neoaiaaiy to ao- 
. wmplifih this obj'eot. A proper peinon 
kr iindiJTtake a taak £raug^ht with aiic^h 
wtjU^nowii danger, Is hard to find, 
Kavertlielc^, I will not withdraw my 
ttt^tiiju irtnn the Hubject till such a 
pennin be prtniatedj, and the densd be 

A month later, EaooTedo wrote that 
fee Wfte about to ™it Spain. He com- 
) plKiaed that he required rest in hiB old 
^, hut that Peress could judge how 
iniich Teat he could get in euch a con- 
I Mm ui ftife.ire» He wa^j unfortu- 
I aately.not aware, when he wrote, how 
^ his Gorreapond^nt waa to give bira 
[ repose. Ho aaid, too, that the 
re of visiting Ms home woa coun- 
need by the nec^«ity of tra- 
TiDlag back to the Netherhuids ; * but 

[ST.— *'EJ SoDnr Don Juan no seni. meiie4t4}r 
l-imo iiua dTj«L5a cmi fiu moca quii linmo la 
Uuequtaieren." 

*Ya Vm. save ciuanto qua teago en el 
i^ilienLO el ojoavar a Omjiaa puoa tnan 

B Cf>mo trae oohj^^ ton conocldo 

a»To lie alkiTla aimque la ho bna- 

Tpii^irte tit cmtiitdif tkUa aj(» v€r to 



he did not know that Peteji was to 
ipare him that trouble, and to send 
him forth uponamu<::b lon/ajer journey. 
The Governor-General had, in truth, 
not m«pired the popular party or ita 
leader with eonfiderooej nor did he place 
the leiuit relianoe upon them. While 
at LouvaiHj he had complained that sb 
conspiracy had been formed agaiuat 
hia life and liberty. Two French gen- 
tlemen, Bonnivet and EellangreviJle, 
had been arrestod on suMpicion of a 
conspiracy to secure his peraci^]:]^ and 
to carry him o^ a prisoner to Kochello. 
Nothing dime of the examination 
which followed] the prisoners were 
releaaedj ajid an apology was Bent by 
the stat^-geneml to the Duke of Alan* 
^on, aa wdl for the indignity which 
had been offered to two of his aervants, 
aa for the suBpicion which had been 
ca$t upon himself.^ Don Johni, how- 
ever, wan not satisfied. He perflated 
in aaaerting the eatiatence of the con- 
spiracy, and made no secret ol hia 
l^lief that the Prince ol Orange waa 
acquainted with the arrangement.^ 
Ab may be auppoaed^ nothing was 
discovered tn the course of the inv^sti' 
gatioTi to impUcate that astute poli- 
tician. The Prince had indeed aeoretly 
recommended that the Go venior should 
be taken into custody on his first aa^ 
rivaJ, not for the purpose of assassina- 
tion or per«oual injury, but in order 
to eiitort better terms from Phihp, 
through tho affection or respect which 
he might be supposed to entertain for 
hia brother* It will bo remembered 
that unHuceesaful attempts had also 
been made to capture the Duke of 
Alva and the Commander Requeaens. 
Such aeMevementfl comported with tho 
spirit of the age^ and altbough it ia 
doubtful whether any well-concerted 

■ CartM, eto., MS., fit Jtmio 16T7, f. Sft- 
ST. 

S Cabrera Asa^tts that Conat LaTaiTi» with 
other deputifiH of tht} entntos, In^ coudpLned 
{" nor persuaaion (M Prin^lpo do Oninge y 
urdan dol Duque da Alenijon") tf> mako tha 
«!a]>tuni of Don John^a person *, ndding- tlmt 
tbd coufijflsion would Imvo been eitoitad 
from tkem upon tha rack, th(}ir beii;|[; auffl- 
cied t prools of their irntlt* but the oJfair waa 
liuflhod up.— 3Ei. &0»« and^ 



f.^.S The Else of the 

•• . i\>covl r.ininst the liberty of the 
v. .vv.v. \i is certain that he enter- 
v.i. •• aI ■.-.o i!v»ubt on the subject himself.* 

Ill aiUUtion to these real or suspected 
dv*\<r.s. there was an ever-present con- 
>»u'u«i!iejw in the mind of Don John 
x\'.xi the enthusiasm which greeted his 
j'lesenee was hollow, that no real at- 
tLU'luuent was felt for his person, that 
liisj t;ite was heading him into a false 
IHvition. that the hearts of the people 
wen* tixt\l uiHMi another, and that they 
were never to Iv won by himself. 
Instinctively he seemtd to feel a mul- 
titude of invisible threads twining into 
a snare arouiul him. and the couratreous 
heart and the Ix^unding strength be- 
came uneasily conscious of the act in 
which tliey were to be held capiive 
till life shouivi Iv wasted quite away. 

The universal affection for the reWl 
rr:r.ce. and The h^'pe:ess alxindonment 
of the iHvplo to that deadliest of sir.s. 
the ;ilvr:y ^f cx*n;5o;cnce. were alike 
uv-Oj'"*''**'^'*"*^'***- " They me.\n to re- 
iv.;\:'.'. irtv. *".!v." wrv^to F-scovcxio lo 
rhi'Vj*. " .^r.v? :o 'ivo ,U! t::ey yl^r-se. 
To '.\\\* c\w, :r.<'y w,v.*d V< wilMy.i: *:":i3t 
tV.o tV.v'k >V.ov.\i xvr.io :o ':v r.:.«:cr >^: 
jho »vv.''!ry :?\- :he rc«,i which :hey 
a;v :r^^,■".■••c h.v^ove- *.: w.il V* :he 
l\-.;\v .{ V v.'Va^"^ whuh kV::?!? :■: 

t ■ ' ■ ■ h v' >i* ;■ V .- r \z V. "AS h'.* v^C',1 T r i"! S*. —^ 
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Dutch Beptiblic [1577. 

I fire and blood-* The position of the 
Governor waa painful and perplexing. 
"Don John," said Escovedo, " u thirty 
years cUd. I promise your Majesty 
nothing, save that if he finds himself 
without requisite assistance, he will 
take himself off when your Majesty is 
least thinking of such a thing. "^ 

Nothing could be more melancholy 
than the tone of the Governor's lettersL 
He believed himself disliked, even in 

. the midst of affectionate demonsftn- 

■ tions. He felt compelled to use mo- 
derate counsels, although he considered 
moderation of no avail He waa 
chained to his post, even thou^ the 
post could, in his opinion, be more 
advantageously filled by another. He 
would still endeavour to gain the affec- 
tions of the pet^ple. although he be- 
lieveii them hopelessly alienated. If 
patience would cure the malady of 
the counny. he prc'fessed himself cap- 
able CI iT'i'lying the remedy, althou^ 
ihe medicine had so far done but littlo 
^•<o. and althou^-h he had no veiy 
s:n:::; Locoes as to its future effects.' 
•■ Thus fir. however." said he. " I am 
Kit is one crying La the wiidemeBS."' 
He :•:•:£ c^rcaision :o impress upon his 
Mvfs-ry. iz very strrnge language, the 
::o.rSe::y ■:: mrnry. Secret agenti^ 
fT.z*. iz.i STirS u:.;z srieii. were more 
nr':*ssiry ''" \n ever, and were veiy 
;x-.»r-«iTe p:r:i.:Eis of govemsient 
:::-i..hz:fr7 Xevfr was money mors 
"nhiiL'crL yriCJiz c-.-JiId l« more im- 
-..•rrir.: -.hi:: •:.: "i:-c2d faithfully to 
-h^ fTi".:jLl *-i*yfs;::.z* of Escoredo; 
j-r-.i '_'." * hr. th-rrefrrv. urged hii 
yih^i-ir.j. izry^ 3i:Ld iTiic, not to dii- 
:-.V' ■;- -.;i:.r irif^& ~ •• Money is the 
^—..-1 sL.i ji«*. • Tcitc. wL:.:h we miat ' 
.■■'f :'z ,i K':k ""in:'"* icd he ther^ ' 
:.■-«; y-!7i'.i LI -.Ii:.w ~ho wished weD 

- :. j rr. -r*. -..: =ee :i.sT his Majesty 
.•-'.i ■_■•;■: i'L... '"" lz. t^s impvwtant 

• ;. . ■• :.c : .-: : : : i; Sttl?. : Abril 

• : ;v '.j.-irk SiT r» « t'd-T'*; 

'■ ■ ■ . ■■ ■' ".i.r* '■* — '. J rrjT ■' Z^'i^ J'hii, 7 
.'■■ "■ .!»«.■ JL-^ >:i:.z:_:r itc.. irpeo- 
■ "•. »• 

• j!ii -ir-A =■• ii--rr'" : pcrqui 
-v.- .. ■: ;if I •.» :i.L-.r en rirtti 

■ •! . ■ ■ --.j—.-r 1 ri:»i,'.;;^wPlB«li 
,!?*,■ »i. > SuiJi.i;P ":. *i. 
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the ijp.i^ X uv -^.rsiL izti liitf 
but rSLif ji:v:« ii xj» 1l&j*;«:7 .d i^j 
JQK ei»£^i5»i H« B-«- ^aK ?-r= .« .c 

OlSWfr KT^ 



ad] 

to the nbu =. 
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vhole pec^i^ vi» *c ibe c^v^ic-ifi of 

Dob Joha f^h scr* lad zl:p* eco- 
^BOid, ttx>. iLas a cciSfinfT tw en 
fioot agUBBC bsi Ifc^r^. Tbe?« ve>« 
n muf cf the •joe parsj. uid so f«w 
dlht other, that if Le v^re 'iBoe iLr^ 
"tnaed," he a£zK«<i thai not » zran 
■nig the futLf ;:1 vcxiM dare to t-u3£« 
■ IB^* He tlkerefore informed lua 
IhJHtj tliat he ra aecretl j medha- 
taga Rtrett to K>me place of eeccr- 
itj; judging Terr properly that, if he 
lOi ttiQ hu own master, he should 
be able to exert more influence over 
thoM who were still well di^poeed, 
An if he should safTer himself to be 
Un eaptire. A suppressed convic- 
tiv that he could effect nothing, 
ODeptwitli his sword, pierced through 
dni more prudent reflections. He 
Atttained that, after all, there was 
lonmedy for the body but to cut off 
tbi diseaeed parts at once/ and he 
tlHnfne begged his Majesty for the 
J>>OB of peiforming the operation 
«iadKmely. The general expressions 
^Ueh he had previously used in 
^^oor of broths and mild treatment 
hndly tallied with the severe amputa- 
te thus recommended. There was, 
^ tmth, a constant struggle going on 

* "H Prindpe de Oranges continue el 
«rtiflcar tf gran ftiia en Olanda y Zelanda." 
^'Iictter of Don John to the King, Diacours 
wnUor, p. 36. 

' Ibid., p. 86. — "La mayor parte de las 
Citsdos esta a su devocion y catd todo el 
ptMo." elc « Ibid., p. 36. 

* " Pues no tiene eete cuerpo otro rcmedio 
qua el eortar lo da&ado del : lo qual se a do 
Inier i^ora haziendo la provision que suplico 
dt nuevo," etc., etc.»Ibid., p. 88. 



jom-*- -: fj fr. r.- *:..* *.>.*: **.• \r^ « 
n 5««^-i»i lirf *.•-« .: .■jr.TKr. >.? ^ s^ 

}r**eii-.>* *£.•:'-'..-. r-: l.:^;r "b^f :v '.^f-.- 
r^.}!-* w.-vLi-i -,f.-r Sfluv^ :u V* 

n::2>:h *r.^y^"l.- >k.'v."..t :*' rtiv..*\tv.; 
f:r thev saw n: h::v. , r^v th«? " ti-v.r..-s > 
c< It of lis 31 1; ; <: t * i» T:i:h. " * iVir j:^ 
azid Er*:lAnd o. r.dr:i:txl:h«"-r?v,*y'>\ r a» 
asd sustjineo tl*:r 2»jLivV. S*:ou*.v; he 
be con: polled. a*ri:r*t K:* will, t^^ t^ 
irafr. ke cave wan'-h^i: 'hat Iw iv.*cl'.: 
do something: which wo*.r.d l^e uuitter 
of astonijihment to every Kx*y.* 

Meantime, the m.t:i i:; iAk\v«e barai» 
really lay the iixwsrion v^f war ard 
peace, sat at Mi^Uieibunr. ^atchir.ij tho 
deep cxuwnt of event* a* it alox^ly 
flowed towarxis the pn>cipice. The 
whole population of Holland and Z*v»- 
land hung on his worxia. In appn>aoh- 
ing the realms of William tlu* Silont, 
Don John felt that he had entertxl 
a charmed circle, where tho talisinmn 
of his own illustrious name K^ its 
power, where his valour was i>aralyst\l, 
and his sword rusteil invvv^aWy in its 
sheath. " The pet^ple here." ho wrt^te, 
** are btxtitchtd by tho Priiico of Oranpt*. 
They love him. they fear hini. and witsh 
to have him for their master. They 
inform him of everj-tbinp. and take no 
resolution without ct^nsultiug him." " 

While William was thus directing 
and animating the whole nation witli 
his spirit, his immeiiiato friends l>e- 
came more and more anxious ct>ncom- 
ing the perils tt^ which ho wa** oxjmisihI. 
His mother, who had alroaily 8tH»n her 



& Letter of Don John to riiiliii, Diiu.*ours 
Sommier, p. 44. 

• •• Sere for^ado & hnr.er iilpruna it^sa q»i« 
de mijclio que maravillar h toii«'»," tto.— 
Letter to Perez, DiKCO\>rH hionnnior, |». 46. 

T •• lo8 tiene oncuntudoM porqtjo lo 

aman y tcnion y quicron por Ht'flor. Kilos 
le aviRan do todo y ulu el no ronnolven coha." 
—Extract of MS. kttor in Guclmrd, Corrfi- 
pt^dance do Guilluumo lo Tacit., lii., prcfuoo, 
IxiiL, note 8. 
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youngest-born, Henry, her Adolplius, 
Ler chivalrous Louis, laid in their 
bloody graves for the cause of con- 
Bciencu, was most s«>licitiius for the 
welfare of her *' heart's-beloved lord 
and son." the Prince of Orange. Never- 
theless, the high-spirited old dame was 
even more alarmed at the pv.>ssibility 
of a peace in which that religious 
liberty for which so much dear bk»od 
had been pc»ured forth should be 
inatlei|uately secured. '•' My heart 
longs for certain tidings from my lord." 
she wrote to William. ** for methinks 
the peace now in prosj^ect will prove 
but an oppression for soul and con- 
science. I trust my heart's dearly- 
beloveil lonl and son will be supported 
by DiWne grace to do nothing against 
GvkI and his own sjul's salvation. 'Tis 
l»ott^r to lose the temporal than the 
etem.U." ^ Thus wrote the mother of 
"Wili-l.^m. and we can fee! the sj-mpa- 
thetio thrill which suoh ten.ier and 
lofty worvis aw Ae in his bre.*s:. His 
Si^n. :he :".l-s:^"irriv. Philip, n.'w f .^r ten 
years :-^:»i: .» v'ov.v.^v/.s.rj- s^'.^-mer in 
S'.wi*.'., w.vi r.x ye: wo.'.r.e».i from Lis 
ai"«v:i.'*.i i.rhis r..:'.e :Virtr.T. I*.:: sent 
ir.esjyij^t's ."t" -i^'ivti.".! t.^ hitii whenever 
vVv'.-^;.v. .t^Vrtv.. wh.'.t' .*. '.tss c.^nr-fni- 
aV'.i' vr.^:" .»: V.is r.l:.u .ii^ivti.^n he L:.i 
Ia::-.v .*:*V:v.i\l. a: '.v.c <\'>:z<^ :i the 
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Dutch RepuUic, [1577. 

': that sacred fund the hundred thousand 

\ crowns which the King of France had 

i presented them for their personal use,^ 

for it was not the Prince of Orange 

alone who had consecrated his wealth 

; and his life to the cause, but the 

i members of his family, less imme- 

I diat^ly interested in the country, had 

i thus furnished what may well be 

called an enormous subsidy, and one 

i most disproportioned to their means. 

i Not only had they given all the cash 

\ which they could command, by mort- 

' gaging their lands and rents, their 

' plate and furniture, but, in the words 

^ i»f Count John himself, " they had 

I taken the chains and jewels from the 

necks of their wives, their children, and 

their mother, and had hawked tiiem 

about, as if they had themselves been 

traders and hucksters.** ■ And yet, 

even now. while sto-jping under this 

prcsiigious debt. Count John asked not 

for present repayment. He only wrote 

to the Prince to signih* his extreme 

embarrassment, and to request some 

obligation or recc^ition from the 

cities of H:'Iland and Zealand, whence 

hither: .-> no expression of gratitude or 

acin?w!edgment had proceeded* 

The Prince cons.?led and assured, ai 
V^st he c?\ild. his mother, son, wif^ 
ini r rather, even at the same moment 
:h.it he ^.ni:>rtcd his people. He aim 
re-:«e:ve.i at this time a second and 
n: : rt' s^ lenm emrAssy from Don John.' 
y . s-::ner hid the G : vemor exchanged 
.■ji:h< At Br.:sseU. and been acknor- 
Ir'.lcrv. .M the revrvsentativc of Iiii 
MvT-r:y. -liLin he" Listened to make 
jMi.:l:?r t£ rt to ci^neiliate the Princft 
r- . !: J . b.n Sviw l-^f.^re him v>nly agrand 
«"-j--...r :: '..ftj Virth and boundlea 
:• f...-i,.-e, "b. hid placed himself to* 
•.vA-i.* icf L>:wn in a false position, 
fr-.n: v.ii.h. he nii^ht even vet be 
~:««- .-.fi. :.r to siiorlnce the wtimsol 
i >.:.— _v..rj: in-.l transitory religiw" 
ill ji:.,-.*i-: -.vi^.'h bid sp-.m itself fof 
.* V. . •.•■-■'.:: i':«. .:t *..^ clear a brain. 
.• ": i tl. u^ht, : r. ve but a trifling 
:.-.>!k -.- <».■ -x7-;r-.rn:e-i a politician ai 

' « -. : :* ;•: - rr*:»po" iiT-.-e, vL 95w aqq. 
• - » Irii « Ibid. 

■ :^. V ?-.. Xi^.rsj:, vii. 121. 
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the Prince. WnUam of Orange, on 
the other hand, looked upon hus young 
intagonist aa the most brilliant iniper- 
Bonation which had yet been seen of 
the foul spirit of persecution. 

It will be necessary to follow, some- 
what more in detail than is usually 
desirable, the interchange of conver- 
BKtions, letters, and protocols, out of 
which the brief but important admi- 
nistration of Don John was composed; 
kst it was exactly in such manifesta- 
tions that the great fight was really 
proceeding. Don John meant peace, 
wise William meant war, for he knew 
that no other issue was possible. 
Peace, in reality, was war in its worst 
ihape. Peace would unchain every 
jtriesUy tongue, and unsheath every 
knightiy sword in the fifteen provinces 
against little Holland and Zealand. He 
lad been able to bind all the provinces 
together by the hastily forged chain 
(tf the Ghent treaty, and had done 
whit he could to strengthen that 
union by the principle of mutual reli- 
B0D8 respect. By the arrival of Don 
John that work had been deranged. 
It had, however, been impossible for 
tile Prince thoroughly to infuse his 
own ideas on the subject of toleration 
nrto the hearts of his nearest associ- 
ate!. He could not hope to inspire 
liia deadly enemies with a deeper 
ijpnpathy. Was he not himself the 
nuik of obloquy among the Reform- 
en, because of his leniency to Catho- 
Egs? Nay more, was not his intimate 
eounciUor, the accomplished Saint 
Aldegonde, in despair because the 
Prince refused to exclude the Ana- 
laptists of Holland from the rights of 
eitiioDBhip ? At the very moment 
when William was straining every 
nenre to unite warring sects, and to 
penuade men's hearts into a system 
oy which their consciences were to 
M laid' open to God alone — at the 
ooment when it was most necessary 
ftr the very existence of the father- 
land that Catholic and Protestant 
ahould mingle their social and poli- 
tical relations, it was indeed a bitter 

> See the letter of Saint Aldegonde in 
Bnndt, Hist, der Beformatie, i. b. zi. 588, 

vol.il 
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disappointment for him to see wise 
statesmen of his own creed unable to 
rise to the idea of toleration. " The 
affair of the Anabaptists," wrote Saint 
Aldegonde, " has been renewed. The 
Prince objects to exclude them from 
citizenship. He answered me sharply, 
that their yea was equal to our oath, 
and that we should not press this mat- 
ter, unless we were vnlling to amfess 
that it was just for the Papists to cowr 
pel tw to a Divine service which was 
against our conscience." It seems 
hardly credible that this sentence, 
containing so sublime a tribute to the 
character of the Prince, should have 
been indited as a bitter censure, and 
that, too, by an enlightened and ac- 
complished Protestant. "In short," 
continued Saint Aldegonde, with in- 
creasing veication, " I don't see how we 
can accomplish our wish in this mat- 
ter. The Prince has uttered reproaches 
to me that our clergy are striving to 
obtain a mastery over consciences. He 
praised lately the saying of a monk 
who was not long ago here, that our 
pot had not gone to the fire as often 
as that of our antagonists, but that 
when the time came it would be black 
enough. In short, the Prince fears 
that, after a few centuries, the clerical 
tyranny on both sides will stand in 
this respect on the same footing." ^ 

Early in the month of May, Doctor 
Leoninus and Caspar Schetz, Seigneur 
de Grobbendonck, had been sent on a 
mission from the ii^tes-general to the 
Prince of Orange.' While their nego- 
tiations were still pending, four special 
envoys from Don John arrived at 
Middelburg. To this commission was 
informally adjoined Leoninus, who 
had succeeded to the general position 
of Viglius. Viglius was dead.' Since 
the memorable arrest of the State 
Council, he had not appeared on the 
scene of public affairs. The house- 
arrest, to which he had been com- 
pelled by a revolutionary committee, 
had been indefinitely prolonged by a 
higher power, and after a protracted 
illness he had noiselessly disappeared 

a Bor, X. 814. Hoofd, xii. 601. 
» He died May 8, 1677— Bor, x. 812. 
Hoofd, xiL 501. 
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friJiu the stag« of life* Tbere had been 
few mora iejirned di*ctOTa of both laws 
than he. There had been few more 
adraifc polttician^t considered from hia 
poiDt of view. His pimmng device 
waa '* Yiim mcirt<tUufA vigUia^"^ and he 
ttcted acocn^iiglyj but with a iiairow 
mterpretatLoD. Hk life had indeed 
been a vigiJ, but it must be coufijssed 
that the rtgibj hM been for VigHua. 
The weather-b^ten PaUnurue, m he 
ved to odl himself^ bad conducted 
I own ATgosy so w&nlj that he had 
Bav@d Mi whole carga, and perished in 
port at kst; while othet^, itot Bailing 
ny hi« eompa^a, were still tosaed by 
tbe tempest. 

The agents of Don John w€re the 
Diike of Aerschot, the Seigneur de 
Hiergee^ Seigneur de WillerFol, and 
Doetor Meetkerclce, accompanied by 
Doctor Andrew Gaill, one of the im- 
perial coram iosionera.' The two eU' 
vojB from the states-general, Leouinu.^ 
and Scbetz, being present at Gtirtniy- 
denbeig, were luided to the deputa- 
tion.^ An important conference tA:!Ok 
pkcej the details of which have been 
fiomewhat nrEinutcJ/ |ire&erv©d.* The 

^ Prinpe of Oraage, aeeompaniod by 
'Saint Aldegonde and four other ooun- 

L iciUora;^ enconmtered the aeven cham- 

Ijpkms from Brussels in a long debate, 
which was more like a passage of arm^ 
or a trial of skill thaji a. frietidly Ofll- 
loquy with a pacl^o tesidt in prospect; 
lor it must be retuembered that the 

» Prince of Orange did Bot mean peace. 
He bad devi^ad the Pacification of 
Ghent as a union of the other pro- 
Tincefi with Holland and Zealand^ 
against Philip. He did not intend 
that it should be converted into a 
union of the other provinces with 
Philip, against Holland and Zealand. 
Meeikercke wa« the first to apeaJc. 

1 Bor, X, El% Meiareu, ti. nO— Another 

aiottoof hla VfOA, •* Ra ffr^t JuHM ^fm &0Din< 

> €hriBt{" that i» to ftJty. A good lawyer i«t a 

« bad Chrtsilao— Meterun, vi. 120. Unfor- 

tiinntely hfs owxi ctinnictdr did iioi give tbu 

lie ciatUlhctorllT tn !h.e devScsj, 

a Bor, 3C 814 B>>afd, xii 602. 

" Ihld., a. 810, ibSd. 

* By the iesiniotl and scute Gashard* t^o 
Whtim the hlsttirx of the lfeth«r1aiids is 
under mach ^2T«at eblit'titlrins Vide Corres- 
pondonce de GoUIewihd U Tiictt.|il i. prsfiuse^ 



Dukh RqntUk. [ISTT. 

He said thvt tbe 'lffveTnf>iT h^^ <)«• 

spatched them to t- 

preea bis good intt i 

the fideli% with v, 

had thus far been 

entfeat tbe Prmce, . _._ iti 

provinoefl of Holland suid ZtinJiid^/f 

unite with their aiater pruvincen I _ 

common allegiance to his Mdjwrty,' 

His Highness also proposed t«> u\fm ^ 

with them ooncci""— 

metbod of convoki^ 

raL* As soon as .kJ 

finifihed his oLservatioris^ the 

demanded that the points aod i 

fihouid be communicated to hint 

writing Now this waw preciBe^lyi 

the envoys preferred Ui otnit. It i 

easier, and far uaore a^s^^iM^ In I 

patiate in a generul fie!d \A r*^ 

verey, than to retnain t*-: 

tinct points. It was y 

these confused confei ■ 

neither party was euL 

that the volatile r-: ' 

preferable to the 

Already so many 

been traced^ in the ccHUDe ox xiMcm 

fluctuating negofciationa, thai % (pfj 

additional records wotjld be, if i 

Bai7t as rapidly effiuzed aa the r«it 

The commissioneFs^ after whif|t« ' 
in each olher'a ears for a few mk 
refused to put down anytliiog in i 
ing. Protocols, they saidi only < 
gendered confufiion. 

"No, no/* said tli- 
**we will have noth- 
and white. Ot^ - 
said on botli 

wards be intet I . : _. 

Nay^ it will be denied that \ 
portant points have been 
all. We know that h^ 
Witness the eoltTmci tTeaty i.. 
which ye have tried to makti I 



liii. IxHi, and ftpp<*i>4f<'t' pri 
where is to befoimd ti ' Su 

cie* Propot da C< wjt4 t; i -» tfO* 

Hqs Boputax d'^HtiDiU! taAt I 

Gheortmdenbei^h ftu > VSHT 

"On ruconnait/' afty -!^ **« 

lisant cetta curieiise ; . JXt Isi 

rmivrn^ d'liu des coijBLiiiit.rs iin I^^b*. 
Mineiro rftiiteiir on «9i Q PitiUfM ^ 
Maniix (St Aidt^tjde) lui-mtaia ^--V^it 
t0 p 447. GniUfluma ]« Taott. UL 
ft Tnje Nanalion, t^tc., MT» MA. 
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under pretence that Bome jwinta, ar- 
taoged by word of mouth, and not 
stated particularly in writing, had 
been intended in a different sense 
from the obvious one. Governments 
given by royal commission, for ex- 
ample; what point could be clearer? 
Kevertheless, ye have hunted up 
grosses and cavils to obscure the in- 
tention of the contracting parties. Ye 
have denied my authority over Utrecht, 
because not mentioned expressly in 
the treaty of Ghent"! 

"But,* said one of the envoys, in- 
terrupting at this point, " neither the 
Council of State nor the Court of 
tfechlin consider Utrecht as belonging 
to yonr Excellency's government." ^ 

"Neither the Council of State," 
repHed the Prince, "nor the Court of 
Kechlin have anything to do with the 
matter. 'Tib in my commission, and 
an the world knows it"* He added, 
that instead of affairs being thrown 
into confusion by being reduced to 
vriting, he was of opinion, on the 
eontraary, ihat it was by that means 
alone they could be nuMie perfectly 
dear. 

Leoninus replied, good naturedly, 
that there should be no difficulty upon 
that score, and that writings should 
be exchanged. In the meantime, how- 
ever, he expressed the hope that the 
]P^ince would honour them with some 
preliminary information as to the points 
in which he felt aggrieved, as well as 
to the pledges which he and the states 
were inclined to demand. 

"And what reason have we to hope," 
jried the Prince, " that your pledges, 
'i made, will be redeemed? That 
vhidi was promised so solemnly at 
^hastf and ratified by Don John and 
Ui Majesty, has not been fulfilled."^ 

''Of what particular point do you 
ennplain ? " asked Schetz. " Wherein 
Baa the Pacification been violated ? *' 

Hereupon the Prince launched forth 
ipon a flowing stream of invective. 
Eb spoke to them of his son detained 

1 Vn^ Naxration, etc., 449, 460. 
s See defcfuls of Conferences at Gertruy- 
danberflr, preserved by Bor, x. 819. 
*Bor, Z.819. Hoofd, xii. 604. 
riUd. lUd. 
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in distant captivity — of his own pro- 
perty at Breda withheld — of a thou- 
sand confiscated estates — of gairisons 
of German mercenaries^— of ancient 
constitutions annihilated — of the in- 
famous edicts nominally suspended, 
but actually in full vigour. He com- 
plained bitterly that the citadels, those 
nests and dens of tyranny, ^ere not 
yet demolished. "Ye accuse me of 
distrust," he cried; "but while the 
castles of Antwerp, Ghent, Namur, 
and so many more are standing, 'tis 
yourselves who shew how utterly ye 
are without confidence in any perma- 
nent and peaceful arrangement." ^ 

"And what," asked a deputy, 
smoothly, is the point which touches 
you most nearly? What is it that 
your Excellency most desires? By 
what means will it be possible for the 
government fidly to give you content- 
ment?"* 

" I wish," he answered simply, " the 
full execution of the Ghent Pacification. 
If you regard the general welfare of 
the land, it is well, and I thank yovu 
If not, 'tis idle to make propositions, 
for I regard my country's profit, not 
my own."^ Afterwards, the Prince 
simply repeated his demand that the 
Ghent treaty should be executed; 
adding, that after the states-general 
should have been assembled, it would 
be time to propose the necessary 
articles for mutual security. 

Hereupon Doctor Leoninus observed 
that the assembly of the states-general 
could hardly be without danger. He 
alluded to the vast number of persons 
who would thus be convoked, to the 
great discrepancy of humours which 
would thus be manifested. Many men 
would be present neither discreet nor 
experienced. He therefore somewhat 
coolly suggested that it might be 
better to obviate the necessity of hold- 
ing any general assembly at all. An 
amicable conference, for the sake of 
settling doubtful questions, would 
render the convocation superfluous. 



* Vraye Narration, etc. Gacliard, Quil- 
laumo le Tacit., iii. 450. 

* Bor, X. 819. Iloofd, xii. 604. Compare 
Cabrera, xL 913, 914. 

* Bor, X. 819. Hoofd, xii. 604. 
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and HJLV'e the counti^ from the d^Qgers 
biy which ths atep would be attended. 
The Doctor, oonchided by referring to 
thd recent asaembiieB of France, tbe 
tmij restilfc of which had been freeh 
diMenaiona.^ It thus appeared that 
the proposition op the part of Don 
iTuhn meant «omethiDg very different 
from ifes appttrent aignification. To 
advise with the Prince as to the proper 
method of a»iemb!ingtheeaUte« really 
m^jki, to adviae witii Mm ob to the 
heat mcanfl of prereutiag any »iich 
aasemHy. Here, certainly, was a good 
reason for the preference ©iroreeied by 
the deputiea, m favDur of amicable 
diBCUBsions over formal protocob. It 
might not be so easy in a written 
document to make the oBaembly, and 
the prevention of the aaflcmbly, iippear 
exactly the aame thing. 

The Prince, replied that there wua a 
wide difference between the condition 
of France and of the Hetherknds. 
Here, v?aa one will Mid one intention. 
There, were many factions, many par- 
tialities, moAiy family intrigues. Since 
it had been agreed by the Ghent treaty 
that certain pointa should be prorifljon- 
ally maintained and others settled by 
a spe^y convocation of the atatea- 
general, the plainest courae wa» to 
maintain the proviaional points, and 
to summon the i$tate&-genend at onoe,' 
This certainly was eoncLse and logical. 
It ia doubtfnl, however, whether he 
were really aa anxioua for the a^embly- 
general aa he appeared to be. Both 
parties were fenemg at each other, 
without any real intention of carrying 
their points; for neither wiahod the 
convocation, while both affected an 
eagemesa for that erent^-The conver- 
sation proceeded* 

" At leflst/' said an envoy, '^you can 
tell beforehand in what you are ag- 
griei^edj and what you have to pro- 
pose*" 

" We are aggrieved in nothing, and 
we have nothing to propose/' anarwert^d 
the Prince, '^ bo long an you maintain 
the Pacification. We demand no other 
pledge, and are willing to refer evt^ry- 
thing of terwarda to the aaaemblj*'* 



I ViuvQ Nnrrtttion, tttc, 461, 

* Ibldl, UX A IbifL, ifiS, 453, * m± 



"But;' aalEod Scheie, *^ what Kcority 
do you offer vt& that jom will ywl^ 
selves maintain the P&^^cationl 

" We are not bound to giw i 
ancea/* answered the Prinoei, * 
Pacification Is itself an aaitjrance, ' 
a provisional arrangement, t«j he i 
tained by both parties, until after i 
decision of the assembly. The Vm 
cation muat therefore be tn&iiita 
or disavowed. Choose between 
two. Only, if you mean attl! to i 
knowledge it, you muat keep it»l 
tides. This irc mean to do. And if \ 
to the present time you have 
complaint to make of our oond 
we tnist you have not, we ftT© i 
to give you aatiafaction.'' " 

"In abort," said an env 
mean, after we ahall have ^ 
your bands the government ot| 
Amsterdamj and other ph 
us any pledges on your ijartl 
tain the Pacification." 

*'But," replied the Prince, "if 1 
are already accomphahing ths 1 
tion, what more do you wish I" 

** In thia fashion/ cried the ( 
** after having got all that yon i 
and having thua fortified 
more than you were evel 
before, you will malce war k 

"WarT" cried the Prince, 
are you afraid off We sm 
handful of people; a w^ 
to the King of Spain, 
are fifteen provinces t*j l>.^., 
have y&u to fear! " * 

"Ah," add Meetkercke, "wi 
Been what you could do, whco ] 
were masters of the sea, DuU^p 
jouraelvea out quite ao littla^'J 

'^ But," aaid the Printse, ' 
cation of Ghent provides foi 
Your deputies were perfetrtly t 
with the goaranteee it fumiehsd. j 
to makiug war upon you, 'tis « I 
without foundation or apjiean 
pmbability. Had you beUevod \ 
that you had anythLng to fear,] 
would not have forgottf 
|)ledgea enough. On th. 
aaw how rtjundly we Wf !■ 
you then, honeatly difiganu 

s '*^__et, pmiTtBSit ne vnus fkUi 
pf^titi oosiKDe Toua ftlft'^g-" — I bod- 
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eofontiy, even before the peace had 
be^ concluded^ For ourselves, al- 
^ugh we felt the right to demand 
gowatitees, we would not do it, for we 
were treating with you on terms of 
ooofidence. We declared expressly 
tibttt had we been dealing with the 
King, we should have exacted stricter 
fledges. As to demanding them of us 
rt the moment, 'tis nonsense. We 
have neither the means of assailing 
you, ZK>r do we deem it expedient to 

"To say the truth,'* replied Schetz, 
''we are really confident that you will 
Bot make war upon us. On the other 
band, however, we see you spreading 
joiir religion daily, instead of keeping 
it confined within your provinces. 
What assurance do you give us that, 
after all your demand sh^ have been 
aocQided, you will make no innovation 
in religion?"' 

" The assurance which we give you," 
answered the Prince, " is that we will 
leaUy accomplish the Pacification." 

"But>" persisted Schetz, "do you 
inify promise to submit to all which 
the states-general shall ordain, as well 
en this point of religious exercise in 
HoQand and Zealand, as on all the 
4rtherBf"« 

This was a home thrust. The Prince 
pairied it for a while. In his secret 
thoughts he had no expectation or 
danre that the states-general, sum- 
moned in a s(demn manner by the 
Qoremor-Oeneral, on the basis of the 



** So that yoa don't mean," replied 
Schetz, " to accept the decision of the 
states?"* 

"I don't say that," returned the 
Prince, continuing to parry j "it is 
possible that we might accept it ; it is 
I possible that we might not. We are 
! no longer in oiu: entire rights, ae we 
were at the time of our first submis- 
sion at Qhent." 

"But we will make you whole," 
said Schetz. 

" That you cannot do," replied the 
Prince, "for you hare broken the 
Pacification all to pieces. We have 
nothing, therefore, to expect from the 
states, but to be condemned off-hand."'^ 

" You don't mean, then," repeated 
Schetz, "to submit to the estates 
touching the exercise of religion ? " 

" No, we do not ! " replied the 
Prince, driven into a comer at last, and 
striking out in his turn. "We cer- 
tainly do not. To tell you the truth, 
we see that you intend our extirpation, 
and we don't mean to be extirpated."* 

" Ho?" said the Duke of Aerschot, 
"there is nobody who wishes that" 

" Indeed, but you do," said the 
Prince. "We have submitted our- 
selves to you in good faith, and you 
now would compel us and all the 
world to maintain exclusively the 
Catholic religion. This cannot be 
done except by extirpating us." 

A long, learned, vehement discus- 
sion upon abstract points, between 
Saint Aldegonde, Leoninus, and Doc- 



^BeoKHrable assembly before which was tor GaiU, then ensued, during which 



Qoaeted the grand ceremony of the 
^p«ial abdication, would ever hold 
theor session, and although he did not 
>kaiieipate the prohibition by such 
HMmUy, should it take place, of the 
Brformed worship in Holland and 
^nbod, he did not intend to submit 
^% even should it be made. 

*I cannot tell," said he, accordingly, 
In iq»ly to the last question, " for ye 
Itfe yourselves already broken and 
iMrted the Pacification ; having made 
^Baooord with Don John without our 
•OBMot^ and having already received 
bm as Governor." 



> Ymye KanratioD, etc» 454. a ibid. 
• lUdL, 455. « Ibid., 456. 



the Prince, who had satisfied himself 
as to the result of the conference, re- 
tired from the apartment. He after- 
wards had a private convention with 
Schetz and Leoninus, in which he re- 
proached them with their inclination 
to reduce their fatherland to slavery.^ 
He also took occasion to remark to 
Hierges, that it was a duty to content 
the people; that whatever might be 
accomplished for them was durable, 
whereas the will of kings was perish- 
ing. He told the Duke of Aerschot 
that if Utrecht were not restored he 
would take it by force. He warned 



* "Que d'estre coi demn^s i pur et ^ 
plain."— Ibid. • ibid. f Ibid., 469. 
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The envoys accordingly, in obedi 
ence to their instructiong, made : 
formal statement to the Prince o; 
Orange and the states of Holland anc 
Zealand, on the part of Don John.' 
They alluded to the departure of tlu 
Spaniards, as if that alone had folfillec 
every duty, and authorised everj 
claim. They therefore demanded thf 
immediate publication in Holland anc 
Zealand of the Perpetual Edict Thej 
iu&ist-ed on the immediate discontinu- 
ance of all hckstile attempts to rednc« 
Am-sterdam to the jurisdiction oi 
Orange : required the Prince to aban- 
don his pretensictns to Utrecht, and 
denounced the efforts making by him 
and his partisans to diffuse theii 
heretical doctrines through the other 
provinces. They obserreid, in conda- 
r^iitn. that the general question of re- 
ligion was not to be handled, because 
rtjsorved for the cons-ideration of the 
s-t.n-es-general. according to the tzeatj 
cii Ghent.* 

The reply, delirered on the foQoir- 
ing day hy the Prince of Orange and 
tihe dt-Tiuti:«. maintained that the Per 
peturJ lj»iiict was widely different from 
thi Par.natjon of Ghent, which it 
affp.'-7.e.i to uph.ud : that the pronuMf 
1. .'.:«st.v.n fr.»in aU riolAtion of th» 
.■Lv.-:'r.t oonsdimtirins had not been 
k-:'-.«t.. thai uhe German troops had 
n.'t been .iwc^.isse.i. that the property 
.»! the T*r:nr!< m the Netherlands aw 
T».;T*giin.;y haa n:«t been resti^red. thafc 
).]f- HCir. vftfr .ietained in captirity. thafc 
till g.-vf.rr-r.ient oi Ui3-echt wa« with* 
hi".:'. :r..nr. ":.;x.n. iLat the c-han-en and 
.-.•nsi..:; T.j »*.■. i»: the c-iiTitiT. instead €< 
;».•■. I ic f:.:ei'.ioa. had :«ee!n oi»ntra»!Wi 
.%:>.-. :tih: thf Govern ;c had claimed 
:lu "lir.'i: T." e.ir.vukc the state#-pen«al 
:m lii> iiie.a«»:ir».. in violation rf ^ 
:.Tv.-.(::i rip-iit T4 asssTubie at their 
.'VI. "hf .-iirsiTn-.-nt fnnher com* 
-.isinif'.-. :iiu: .Ui tidtiii-.-entf of the B*" 
■ .-:--i.v -'.Jir'.n. v-?i- not aili'ved W 



■l:-i:- I .i.l'.v-i.'.r-JtftKM 
-: > r."..;-V.is." 
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frequent the different provinceB in 
frwdom, according to the stipulations 
of Ohent; that Don John, notwith- 
standing all these short-comings, had 
been acknowledged as Govemor-Gkne- 
n], without the consent of the Prince; 
that he was surrounded with a train 
of Spaniards, Italians, and other fo- 
reigners — Qonzaga, Escovedo, and the 
like— as well as by renegade Nether- 
Itndera like Tassis, by whom he was 
uniuly influenced against the country 
ud the people, and by whom a ** back 
door was held constantly open" to 
the admission of evils innumerable.^ 
IbaUy, it was asserted that, by means 
of this last act of union, a new form of 
inquisition had been introduced, and 
one which was much more cruel than 
the old system; inasmuch as the 
Spuiish Inquisition did not take in- 
Imnation against men except upon 
Bupicion, whereas, by the new pro- 
cen^ all the world would be examined as 
to their oonscience and religion, under 
pretence of maintaining the union.' 

Such was the result of this second 
oiaBon to the Prince of Orange on the 
put of the Gtovemor-ClenersJ. Don 
Jdia neyer sent another. The swords 
voe now fairly measiured between the 
antagonists, and the scabbard was soon 
to be thrown away. * A few weeks 
afterwards, the (Governor wrote to 
PhUip that there was nothing in the 
votid which William of Orange so 
nnch abhorred as his Majesty ; adding, 
viih Castillian exaggeration, that if 
the Prince could dnnk the King's 
lilood he would do so with great 
pleaBure.' 

Don John, being thus seated in the 
aiddle, had a moment's leisure to look 
anmnd him. It was but a moment, 
&r he had small confidence in the as- 
pect of affairs, but one of his first acts 
after assuming the government afforded 
•proof of the interpretation which he 
had adopted of the Ghent Pacification. 
An edict was issued, addressed to all 

I "Dat Don Johan een achter deure open 
hood met de boveu genoemde, en andere 
fu ffeUjko atoffe, etc., etc." 

* Beply of the States of Holland. Bor, z. 

« Extract from MS. letter (28tli of July 
1577) of JUon John to the King, apud Qa- 
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bishops, "heretic-masters,"* and pro- 
vincial councils, commanding the strict 
enforcement of the Canons of Trent, 
and other ecclesiastical decrees. These 
authorities were summoned instantly 
to take increased heed of the flocks 
under their charge, "and to protect 
them from the ravening wolves which 
were seeking to devour them." 

The measure bore instant fruit. A 
wretched tailor of Mechlin, Peter Panis 
by name, an honest man, but a heretic, 
was arrested upon the charge of having 
preached or exhorted at a meeting in 
that city. He confessed that he had 
been present at the meeting, but denied 
that he had preached. He was then 
required to denounce the others who 
had been present, and the men who 
had actually officiated. He refused, 
and was condemned to death. The 
Prince of Orange, while the process 
was pending, wrote an earnest letter 
to the Council of Mechlin, imploring 
them not now to rekindle the fires of 
religious persecution.^ His appeal was 
in vain. The poor tailor was beheaded 
at Mechlin on the 15th of June, the 
Conqueror of Lepanto being present at 
the execution,^ and adding dignity to 
the scene. Thus, at the moment when 
William of Orange was protecting the 
Anabaptists of Middelburg in their 
rights of citizenship, even while they 
refused its obligations, the son of the 
Emperor was dipping his hands in the 
blood of a poor wretch who had done 
no harm but to listen to a prayer with- 
out denouncing the preacher. The 
most intimate friends of the Prince 
were offended with his liberality. The 
imperial shade of Don John's father 
might have risen to approve the son 
who had so dutifully revived his bloody 
edicts and his ruthless policy. 

Three parties were now fairly in 
existence : the nobles, who hated the 
Spaniards, but who were disposed to 
hold themselves aloof from the people; 
the adherents of Don John, commonly 

chard, preface to Correspondance de Guil- 
laume le Tacit., iii. Ixiv., notes, 112. 

* *• Ketter meesters."— See the edict, Bor, 
X. 819, 820. 

« Bor, X. 820. Hoofd, xiL 607. Moteren. 
vii. 122*. 

« Bor, Hoofd, Meteren, ubi sup. 
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caUed " Jobaniate j " and the fKirtiania 
of the Prince of Orange — for Wtllkm 
the Silent heul always felt the neeeadty 
of leaning for support on flom^liitig 
more Bubfitantial than the court party, 
& reed g^baken by the wind, and ^iiiig 
always when moat relied upon. His 
efforts were constant to elevate the 
middle clasSi to build up a strong third 
party which should unite much of the 
substantial wealth and mtelligence of 
the Iflndj dmwing cwjnfitantly From tb© 
jjeople, and deriving strength from 
national enthunii^m — a ^►arty which 
fihoiild include nearly all the political 
capacity of the coimtry ■ and hia efforts 
were succeasf uL No doubt the Gover- 
nor and his Secretary were right when 
they aaidthe people uf the Netherlands 
were intilined to brook the Turk as 
ejiftily as the Spaniard for their u^aster^ 
and that their hearts were in reabty 
devoted to the Prittce of Orange. 

As to the grandees, they were mostly 
of those who "eoughtto swim between 
two waters/" aecor<Ling to the Prince's 
expressiom There were but few un- 
swerving supporters of the Spanish 
rule, like the Berlaymont and the Taa- 
BiB faruilies. The rest veered daily 
with the veering wind. Aerscbot, the 
great chief of the Catholic party, was 
but a cringing courtier, false and fawn- 
ing both to Don John and the Prince. 
He sought to play a leading part in 
a great epoch; he only distinguished 
himeelf by oourting and betraying all 
parties, and being thrown away by all 
His son and brother were hardly more 
respectabla The Prince knew how 
little dependenoe could be placed on 
such a}lies^ even although they had 
signed and sworn the Ghent Paeifica- 
tion. He was also aware bow little it 
was the intention of the Governor to 
be bound ly that famous Treaty. The 
8{3ani^ truops had been^ indeed^ dis^ 
banded, but there were still between 
ten atid fifteen thou^nd German mer- 
€eniuiei» in the service of the King; 
these were stationed in differ en t im* 
portunt places^ and hold &-ni poaacssion 
of the oitadels. The great keys of the 
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country were still in the bandiot tb I 
Sfismtards. Aerschot, imleed, govern- 1 
ed the ew^tle of Antwerp, m Fo«m ^ | 
Sancho d'Avik, hut how tnucb j 
friendly would Aersebotbe thmi Avik^J 
when interest prompter! him to e 
Don John againgt the Piince I 

Meanwhile, the estates., according t^^ 
their contract, were, straining 
nerve to raise the requiBite iam fitti 
the payment of the Uetuvan troop! 
Equitable offers were mmie, by whic^»| 
the soldiers were to receif e 0. * 
partioo of the arrears dui ' ' 1 ' 
mcrebandise, and the r> 
cash.^ The arrangement v. 
at the secret instance of Don Jc^iui.^ 
While the Governor affected an 
genuous desire to aid the eitsU^t i 
their efforts to free themEelvee ' 
the remaining poHnon of ' 
branoe^ he was secretly ta[ 
the leading German officj^, 
to prevent their acceptance 
offered terms*^ He permtnde. 
military chiefs that a con? 
ed, by which they w^re n. 
deprived of thetir wages but "i uu-a 
lives. He warned them to bred 1 
promises, to accept no term& 
vincing them that he, and he mijt^ 
their friend, he arranged ji«<3l*»t |' 
by which tbey ^should o^Ut him ' 
taking the for^^-eeaes of the eoil 
into still more secure 
he was not more inelined to 1 
the Aerschots and tl^e Ear 
waA the Prince himself. 

The Governor lived in cttnaidAnbk> 
danger, and m still greater ilrvad ( 
capture, if not of aamssinatirftL "* 
imagmation, excited by euiflu 
of ambush and half-cliscovi^ 
epiraciea^ saw armed sol^ilifra : 
every bush, a pitfall in ev<^ j 
Had not the redoubtj^ble Alfi 
nearly made a captave t Did nil 
of Nassau nearly entrft|.i' tb<^'J 
Cki^mmander !f No dou^^t the T 
Orange was desirous of aodX 
a feat by which he would be ^ 
regard to Philip on the taatag^i 
which the King had obt4*mod1 

> Mutiomjit Bor^ tioofd, ulif rajx 



1577.] A Desperate 

nizure of Count Van Buren, nor did 
Don Jolin need for warnings coming 
from Boiirces far from obscure. In 
Vaj, the Viscount De Gand had 
forced his way to his bedside in the 
dead of night, and wakening him 
from his sleep, had assured him, with 
great solemnity, that his life was not 
worth a pin*s purchase if he remained 
in Brussels. He was aware, he said, 
€i a conspiracy by which both his 
liberty and his life were endangered, 
and assured him that in immediate 
flight lay his only safety.^ 

The Goyemor fled to Mechlin, where 
the same warnings were soon after- 
wards renewed, for the solenm sacrifice 
of Peter Panis, the poor preaching 
tulor of that city, had not been 
enough to strike terror to the hearts 
of all the Netherlanders. One day, 
toward the end of June, the Duke 
ol Aerschot, riding out with Don 
John,* gave him a circumstantial 
toconnt of plots, old and new, whose 
esstence he had discovered or in- 
Tented, and he 6hewed a copy of a 
■ecret letter, written by the Prince of 
Onnge to the estates, recommending 
the forcible seizure of his Highness, 
his true that the Duke was, at that 
period and for long after, upon terms . 
of the most " fraternal friendship '' 
ijitii the Prince, and was in the habit of 
^gning himself " his very aflFectionate 
, Bother and cordial friend to serve 
Iffln," ' yet this did not prevent him 
from accomplishing what he deemed 
l&i doty, in secretly denouncing his 
phos. It is also true that he, at the 
niDe time, gave the Prince private 
infonnation concerning the govem- 
BMOt, and sent him intercepted letters 
^his enemies,^ thus easing his con- 
Kienoe on both sides, and trimming 
Ms tails to every wind which might 
Wow. The Duke now, however, re- 
nifided his Highness of the contumely 
viih which he had been treated at 

' Tent et Simplex Narratio Eorum qusa 
ibAdventii D. Joannis Austriaci, etc., gesta 
mai, n. 18.— Luxembei:gi, 1578. 

« IWd., p 17. 

' Archives et Correspondimce, vi. 141-148. 

* See the letter last quoted. Archives, etc., 
tL 148, 144 

* Yen et Simplez Narratio, etc., p. 14.— 



ReiolttHon, 



249 



Brussels, of the insolent threats with 
which the citizens had pursued his 
servants and secretaries even to the 
very door of his palace.*^ He assured 
him that the same feeling existed at 
Mechlin, and that neither himself nor 
family were much safer there than in 
the capital, a plot being fully organised 
for securing his person. The con- 
spirators, he said, were openly sup- 
ported by a large political party, who 
called themselves anti-Johanists, and 
who clothed themselves in symbolic 
costume, as had been done by the 
disaffected in the days of Cardinal 
Granvelle. He assured the Governor 
that nearly all the members of the 
states-general were implicated in these 
schemes. " And what becomes, then, 
of their promises ? " asked Don John. 
" That for their promises ! " cried the 
Duke, snapping his fingers ; ^ "no man 
in the land feels bound by engage- 
ments now." The Governor demanded 
the object of the states in thus seeking 
to deprive him of his liberty. The 
Duke informed him that it was to hold 
him in captivity until they had com- 
pelled him to sign every paper which 
they chose to lay before him. Such 
things had been done in the Nether- 
lands in former days, the Duke 
observed, as he proceeded to narrate 
how a predecessor of his Highness and 
a prince of the land, after having been 
compelled to sign innumerable docu- 
ments, had been, in conclusion, tossed 
out of the windows of his own palace, 
with all his retinue, to perish upon 
the pikes of an insurgent mob below.^ 
The Governor protested that it did 
not become the son of Charles the 
Fifth and the representative of his 
Catholic Majesty to hear such intima- 
tions a second time. After his return, 
he brooded over what had been said 
to him for a few days, and he then 
broke up his establishment at Mechlin, 
selling ofif his superfluous furniture 

Compare the M^moire de Grobbendonck, p. 
172 ; Bull. Com. Roy., x. 

« Ibid., p. 19.— Seo also the letter of Doa 
John to the staten-^eneral, dated August 24, 
1577, in Bor, xi. 864, 865.— " Daorop hy ant- 
woorde klickende motte fingem," etc. 

^ Vera Nai ratio, etc., p. 18, 19. Letter of 
Don John, ubi sup. 
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RTid eYcn the wine m his oellfu^.* 
Thus sTiewiug Ihtit Km Absent e, both 
from Brtusfiek oikI Mec^hlittj woe to be 



a prolonged one, h^ k»ot ivdrRiiti^ of 
iin unforeieen oocmreiioQ a^ainiow^ 
move kit reeideooGL 



CHAPTER III 

The dty of Kaiiiiu>— Mat-Raret of VaJois— Her intrigues in Hainanlt in f&vour oF ,^Iij: '^- 
liur rcr^{itl(>i|i by Dt^n JoLn at Naui'.ir — FeeLlvititu iii het hcncni > 
ciLiidtjI by Don John— Pkin for .•iwijr.in^ that of An tweni— Letter i^f > 
Bern by E«envc<J(> — Ffirt.ivn«s aisd fiite of EBOQVtjdc- ii] Sl.-.ilriil- Tu.;! 
Prjucctis vii^it to H4<ltai]d— Iii« letter to tin? d: 
citiirJdl — ^Hift vtftit ti< Utrtcbt — CorrefrpocdL'tiCo 
and the t^Utes—Acri moil iuufl atn! pjiflnio^iato ci : 
Trettloitu ufinri Aniw^rp ciLa>lel fniHtmted by Da LlLiurtiL,— ilhhl, 
mail niorc*iiflri«i— Aiitworjj t'TucUHttvl by tbo fonticn tr^iHi^i^a— Reu 
^Audacity of the Goveruor'a ciepiands^LettcrB of EscrjVudD ouiJ 
Priviitu Ekihfjnttib tvf Don JiAm tiot uinl&tfttoLjd by the LBtatc«— H id i 
Ho^vni^er— M<ire aotrcsfmn dunce with the estnteft— Painfull mid : 
G^^emur— DynjCilitidu, in part, of Antwerp citadel, and of otln . 
ptLtnots — St&tue of Alva — L^tttrr of oetjUitia-gDiLQnLl to tkua KJHi^, 



TB:EaE were few cities of the Nether- 
lands mora pictureHque in Hituation, 
more trimly bniky and more upulent 
of aspect than the little city of 2^amur. 
Seabed at tiie confluence of the 
Sombrtt with the Meusc, and throw- 
ing over 6acli river a bridge of Bolid 
bnt graceful titructure, it lay in the 
lap of a mofit fniitful vaJIej. A 
broad creacent^eliaped plaiti, Mnged 
I by the rapid Meuae^ and encloa^ by 
"gently rolling killH cultivated to their 
(TB^j, or by abrupt precipices of lime- 
stone crowned with verdure, was 
divided by numerous hed|;erowa^ acd 
dotted all over with com-^elds, vine- 
vard^r and flower-gardenK: MMiy eyes 
nave gaxed with delight upon that 
weU'known and moAt lovely valley, 
atid many torrente of blood have 
mingled with those glancing waters 
fiiU'Oe that long-buHcd and moAt eact- 
gUdnary age which forma our theoie ; 
fijid etill placid a^ ever \^ the valjejj 
brightly a£ over Sows the stream. 
£vcn now, us in that vaniahed, but 
never ft^^gottcn time, neatlea the little 
city in the angle of the two riveta; 
atjll directly over its head eeems to 
Ibang in mid-air the massive and frown- 
ing fortrea43f like the gigantic helmet 
in the tiotioiit ha if ready to crush the 
pigmy town below. 

i L'Hiaurfl Boiti alitor dt^s Juat«i Causes, 
Cto.^ flto,, p. 17. Bor, X- 829 

^ Bor, X. 9S8y Motmn, ^ti. 1£S. Ca- 
luictr% XL n^, Hijofd, xiL fOS, et aL 



It was this famoua citadelr cpint- 
ing an abrupt precipice five Im: i ' 
feet above the river's bed, aud }il 
near the frontier of France, .' i; ij 
made the city »o imiwrtant. at^*' ^^ ■ ' 
had now attracted Don J 

I tion in this hour of hia per, 

I unexpected vifiit of ^ 

I fionage funiiahed hir 

I which he deflired, i 
gftret of Valoia, Quteu ui' is,. 
was proceeding to the baths at ^■ 
^3rink the waters ^ Her health > 
perfect as her beauty, but t^L- 
^ying frcm a husband whom t^' U^^ 
to advance the intoreat of a brotittf 
whom ahe loved with a more tktft 
Biaterly fondneea— for the wufthltfH 
Duke ef Alen^on was one of fb<* nwn* 
competibore for the X 
merit; the correal. 
himself and his bn-r m j 
and his ^enta being 0till 
The boUow truce with the . 
in Prance had^ however, been 
succeeded by war, Henry of Vil^i 
had already com mouccd p a1 

Gascony against iienr^ 
whom he hated aire * 
aa Margaret herself ' 
Dutke of AJen^'on wa> ' 
Meantime^ the bi[?uuLifui ' 
to mi^igle the golden tL, 

1^. Llegv, 17U. 
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feminine intrigues with the dark woof 
of the Netherknd destinies. 

Few spirits have been more subtle, 
few faces so fatal as hers. True child 
of the Medicean mother, worthy sister 
of Charles, Henry, and Francis — 
princes for ever infamous in the 
annals of France — she possessed more 
beauty and wit than Mary of Scotland, 
more learning and accomplishments 
than Elizabetii of England. In the 
Uase of her beauty, according to the 
, inflated language of her most deter- 
mined worshipper, ihe wings of all 
rivab were melted. Heaven required 
io be raised higher and earth made 
wider, before a full sweep could be 
given to her own majestic ffight.^ "We 
are further informed that she was a 
Minerva for eloquence, that she com- 
posed matchless poems which she sang 
most exquisitely to the sound of her 
Inte, and that her familiar letters were 
•0 full of genius, that " poor Cicero " 
was but a fool to her in the same 
bnmch of composition.* The world 
has Ediuddered for ages at the dark 
tragedy of her nuptials. "Was it 
itange that hatred, incest, murder, 
flhould follow in the train of a wed- 
ding thus hideously solemnised ? 

Don John, as in his Moorish dis- 
goise he had looked upon her perfeo- 
tsioDs, had felt in danger of becom- 
ing really the slave he personated — 
"her beauty is more divine than 
ham" he had cried, " but fitter to 
<l«rtroy men's souls than to bless 
them;'*» — and now the enchantress 
*M on her way to his dominions. 
Hw road led through Namur to Liege, 
«ri gallantry required that he should 
OMet her as she passed. Attended by 
•select band of gentlemen and a few 
ionemen of his body-guard, the Go- 
'ttnor came to Namur.* 

Meantime the Queen crossed the 
frontier, and was courteously received 
«t Cambray . The l)ishop— of the loyal 

^ Bloge de Marguerite de Valois, Rajme 
w France et de Navarre, etc., i)ar Brantome, 

*" Bes belles lettres— ^les xnioux 

Wachles soit pour estre jjrtives, que pour 

•tie &mili^efl ^il n'y a nul qui lea voyant 

^ ae mocque du pauvre Cicorou avec lea 
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house of Berlaymont — was a stanch 
supporter of the King, and although 
a Fleming, was Spanish to the core. 
On him the cajolery of the beautiful 
Queen was first essayed, but was found 
powerless. The prelate gave her a 
magnificent ball, but resisted her 
blandishments. He retired with the 
appearance of the confections, but the 
governor of the citadel, the Seigneur 
d'Inchy, remained, with whom Mar- 
garet was more successful. She found 
him a cordial hater of Spain, a favourer 
of France, and very impatient under 
the .authority of the bishop. He ob- 
tained permission to accompany the 
royal visitor a few stages«of her jour- 
ney, and returned to Cambray, her 
willing slave; holding the castle in 
future, neither for king nor bishop, 
but for Margaret's brother, Alen9on, 
alone. At Mons she was received with 
great state by the Count Lalain, who 
was eovemor of Hainault, while his 
Countess governed him. A week of 
festivities graced the advent of the 
Queen, during which period the hearts 
of both Lalain and his wife were com- 
pletely subjugated. They agreed that 
Flanders had been too long separated 
from the parental France to which it 
of right belonged. The Count was a 
stanch Catholic, but he hated Spain. 
He was a relative of Egmont, and 
anxious to avenge his death, but he 
was no lover of ihe people, and was 
jealous of Orange. Moreover, his wife 
had become entirely fascinated by the 
designing Queen. So warm a friend- 
ship had sprung up between the two 
fair ladies as to make it indispensable 
that Flanders and Hainault should be 
annexed to France. The Count pro- 
mised to hold his whole government 
at the service of Alengon, and recom- 
mended that an attempt should be 
made to gain over the incorruptible 
Governor of Cambray. Margaret did 
not inform him that she had already 

siennes familidres," etc., etc.— Eloge, etc., 
etc., p. 18. 

8 "Aunque la hermosura desta Reynase 
inas divina que humona, es mas pai-a perder 
y dafiar los hombres que salvarlos." — Ibid., 
p. 4. 

« Bor, X. 828. Hoofd, xi. 508. CabienL 
xi. 929. 
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turnotl that functionary round her 
IhiKtM-. but sho urgod Kilain and his 
wil'o to so<hico him from his allegiance, 
if poiyihlo.^ 

Tho Count, with a retinue of mount- 
ed uion. then aroompauieii her on her 
way towarvls Namur. but turned as 
the distant tramp of Don John's eaval- 
eaile waj* hoard approaehing. fi»r it was 
not desirable lor l.alain. at that mo- 
u\ent. to and himself faee to face with 
the Ciovemor. Don John stood a 
u\oment awaiting: the arrival of the 
Queen. lie viid not dream of her 
poiitieal intrigues, nor see in the fair 
foru\ a'o;»roaol:-.ng him one mv^rtal 
one:uy t!io m.^re. Marcare: tr.»ve'.*.cvi 
in a s'.si'.ulid l-.::er with gi': r-i-Iar*. 
liuv'd w::h Sv'.v.'.i: ve'.vo:. ar.vl er.tire'.y 
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I ushered. A spacious and stately hall, 
' most gorgeously furnished, opened into 
I a series of chambers and cabinets., 
! worthy, in their appointments, of a 
I royal palace. The tent and bed cover- 
: ings prepared for the queen were ex- 
quisitely embroidered in needlework 
' with scenes representing the battle of 
Lepanto.* The great hall was hung 
with gorgeous tapestry of satin and 
velvet, ornamented with columns of 
raised silver work, and with many 
^gures in antique costume., of the 
same massive embroidery. The rest 
of the furniture was also of satin, 
velvet, cloth of gold, and brocade. 
The Queen was dazzled with so much 
magr.idoeuce. and one of the courtiers 
co-lid not help expressing astonish- 
ment a: the splendour of the apart- 
:iients and decorations, which, as he 
: "opened to the Duke of Aerachot, 
seenied more Appropriate to the palace 
::" j p».^werf..l nij-ni^roh than to the 
Av^irttiienTs :•: .\ y./uni c-achelor prince.* 
riie *' .ikf r'epiicd by explaining that 
:lif cxre:i«:ve ezil r»:-idery which they 
s»i,.v Wis the res;-:, not .x extrava- 
c-w.-e. cu: •:: vil-ir and jener..-*ity. 
A^:^7 'Iii Vi-ile : Ler^mv', Tv.a John 
".-.u: 7-.-s-.:rrfii. --v-.tL:-.:: raasjii:. the two 
<*'£::;*. -.ii- *2vi.: ':«- -rjiri: prisoners, 
: I 7.; vf7t il T-riiji: bisLiTv. The 
■'•.rli^r ::: jrir.: .: if. LjuI sent this 
••"..'.-n "i :e-:* T.-.res-.-v iiS a r resent to 
■i" ■ -••■:.: ::rT i-.i I-- J:-lin had re- 
.-.■ ■ .■•.i -.- ic >£:..iz., iz. ^lii.h city, 
.-.!.. :n-c«i ir -.he ti^re :t its uphol- 
*:.:-rs. .t hi*! ':«ir:!i im::.:?aid far fumi- 



•»» » .. » :. •'■ . -:.-;■ r. .s;: -vLi- re rimed, 

A .-. - ; >;:-i: -..-:. ■^ ■.;i::..:iet in 

. > ■. ^■-;.-»: :..-! r.-c ..' hn md the 

: . «* V ••'■" "=■■ '•■ i ""-I'/ic -hrft* :-?ec apart 

"» . "^ ■' ■ :."*"<. i.jiL ."T.i-'v G-'Htaga 

"■. ■< ■' • . '. ■ \'r;i' I'ri'c .ij- ineesi.' 

' •. -• • ■ •■ "> •..■■■-'■ :•;.:,.-■. -Jisivl. the 

'■■ ' ^ ' ' ^ , '■""-' -- -■--- '•*« 
• »• ■ ■ .. " ..:■'."■:.' cz s-LT.'elv 
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quitting liis &ir guest for a moraeBt. 
The Bcxt afternoon, a festival had been 
arranged upon an island in the river. 
The oompany embarked upon the 
Meuse, in a fleet of gaily scarfed and 
painted vessels, many of which were 
filled with musicians.^ Margaret re- 
clined in her gilded barge, under a 
richly embroidered canopy. A fairer 
and ialser Queen than " Egypt " had 
bewitched the famous youth who had 
triumphed, not lost the world, beneath 
iho' heights of Aetium. The revellers 
landed on iiie island, where the ban- 
quet was already spread within a 
Bpacious bower of ivy, and beneath 
umbrageous elms. ThQ dance upon 
the sward was protracted to a late 
hour, and the summer stars had been 
long in the sky when the company 
Tetumed to their barges. 

Don John, more than ever enthralled 
by the bride of St Bartholomew, knew 
not that her sole purpose in visiting 
his dominion had been to corrupt his 
servants and to undermine his author- 
ity. His own purpose, however, had 
been less to pay court to the Queen 
than to make use of her presence to 
oorer his own designs. That purpose 
be proceeded instantly to execute. 
The Queen next morning pursued her 
voyage by the river to Liege, and 
Marcely had she floated out of his 
li^t than he sprang upon his horse, 
aod, accompanied by a few trusty at- 
tendants, galloped out of the gate and 
MT08B the bridge which led to the 
citadeL* He had already despatched 
the loyal Berlaymont, with his four 
equally loyal sons, the Seigneurs de 
Hog^, Moyon, Hierges, and Haulte- 
penne to that fortress. These gentle- 
men bad informed the castellan that 
the Governor was about to ride forth 
hantirig, and that it would be proper 
to offer him the hospitalities of the 
<^e as he passed on his way. A 
oonaiderable number of armed men 
^ been concealed in the woods and 
^ckets of the neighbourhood The 



^ If^oires de Marguerite de Yalois, ii 
137,138. Hoofd, ziL 508. 

' Ibid., 145. who relates the occurrence on 
fte aathority of the Harchioness of Havr& 
Hoofd, xil 608. 



Seigneur de Froymont, suspecting no- 
thing, acceded to the propriety of the 
suggestion made by the Berlaymonts. 
Meantime, with a* blast of his horn, 
Don John appeared at the castle gate. 
He entered the fortress with the castel- 
lan, while one of the gentlemen watched 
outside, as the ambushed soldiers came 
toiling up the precipice. When all 
was ready the gentleman returned -to 
the hall, and made a signal to Don 
John, as he sat at breakfast with the 
constable. The Governor sprang from 
the table and drew his sword ; Berlay- 
mont and his four sons drew their 
pistols, while at the same instant the 
soldiers entered. Don John, exclaim- 
ing that this was the first day of his 
government, commanded the castellan 
to surrender. De Froymont, taken by 
surprise, and hardly understanding this 
very melo-dramatic attack upon a cita- 
del by its own lawful governor, made 
not much difficulty in complying. He 
was then turned out of doors, along 
with his garrison, mostly feeble old 
men and invalids. The newly arrived 
soldiers took their places, at command 
of the Governor, and the stronghold of 
Namur was his own.' 

There was little doubt that the re- 
presentative of Philip had a perfect 
right to possess himself of any fortress 
within his government; there could 
be as little that the sudden stratagem 
by which he had thus made himself 
master of this citadel would prove of- 
fensive to the estates, while it could 
hardly be agreeable to the King ; and 
yet it is not certain that he could have 
accomplished his purpose in any other 
way. Moreover, the achievement was 
one of a projected series by which he 
meant to re-vindicate his dwindling 
authority. He was weary of playing 
the hypocrite, and convinced that he 
and his monarch were both abhorred 
by the Netherlanders. Peace was im- 
possible — war was forbidden him . Re- 
duced almost to a nullity by the Prince 
of Orange, it was time for him to make 

» Hoofd, xii 609. — " Stokouwde of ver- 
minkte soldaaten," etc. Bor. x. 832. Dis- 
oours Sommier des Justes Causes pp. 26, 
27. Heteren, vii 122. Bentivoglio, x. 194, 

m. 
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a s^m\ and in this liwpregnable fast- 
ileaa bdfi poHition ftt iejijat was a gwod 
one. Many niontliB beforCj tlie Priiico 
of Oi-aQga li^ eatpresflerl his anxioue 
desire tliat tliifl moat important town 
and citadel should be eeoiired for the 
eBt!ite9. ** You knuw/' he had written 
to Bctmn in Dec«mher^ ^''the e^-ll and 
the dismay whii^h the loisa of the city 
and f ortreaa of Naoiur would CMjcofiion 
to lis. Let me beseech you that all 
possible care be taken fco preierr© 
them." ^^ Nevertheleaa, their prceerrvft- 
tion hud been eo trusted to a feeble- 
mitided old eouijtablej at the head of 
a bjindful of cripples. 

We know how intense had been the 
flolicitude of the Prince^ not ooly to 
figure but to destroy tbeee citadeLa, 
"nests of tyraniay," which bad been 
built hf despots tei <jruB:b, not protect, 
the towns at their feet. These preeau- 
' tioua had been negltsctad^ and the con- 
~ i^uetieeB were dirtpl^jnng tbemselTeB, 
br the castle of I^amiu' waa not tbe 
only one of wbicb Don John felt bim- 
eelf secure- Although the Dtik© of 
Aersehot seemed no very much Mb 
humble Bervant, the GoTefnor did not 
tniBt hhn, and wished to fle« the citadel 
of Antwerp in more unqoeationable 
keeping. He had thereforB withdrawn, 
Got only the Duke, hut hia son, the 
Prince of Cluniay, commander of the 
cafttle in hia fathet^a abaenee^ from that 
important poat^ artd inalated upon their 
aoc'smpanymg blm to Namun* 9o 
galirtnt a courtier aa Aerachot could 
har<ily refuse to pay hia homage to bo 
illuBtriona a princess as Margaret, of 
Vrdoia, while during the absence of 
the Duke antl Prince the keys of Ant- 
werp citadel hadboeOp at the command 
of Don JohUt placed in the keeping of 
the Seigneur de Tre^loug,^ ati tmicru- 
puloiis and devoted royalist. The 
cel«bmt^d Colonel Van Ende, whose 
partidiKitionj at the head of his Ger- 
man cavahj, in the terrible Back of 

* An^Jiivev do la Moinaij d'Omnge^ t. £^71, 

' Ibii Louij d*s Bloysj 8u}«iioiir do Trea- 
\oiag. Motvron, ubl e^^y^ DisCuur^ Qs^cnmlur 

* Letter f»j DdU Jobn^ Julv lOv 1G77» to the 
CTalDncljf Frond*bcrfftT and Fug'gt3t% IMs- 
coiuw aonunier, uM m^ Bor, ^ S*3. 
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that city, which he had lieen onkrc-d to 
defend, hag been nnr- *- i *• ■=^ - - ■ 
manded to return i 
was to prcasnt himi^' 
city authoritiofl, but ho wao eii^ielj 
directed by the Govern or-Gfinerd 
act in co-operation with the l]!oloii 
Fngger, FrondBbergt-r, arid Piilwilla] 
who commanded the foro*^ alra ' 
stationed in the city.* Tbeae 
tingviiflhed offioers had been ail i 
mer in aeoret oorreapondence with Do& 
John^ for they were the instnMneBla 
with which he meant by a bold ht- '-. ■ 
to recover hk almoat lost autli 
While he had screcaed tfj be aecua^iiu^ 
the efforts of the states-geueral to pay 
off and disband these merceuariea^ no* 
thing had in reality beea farther fet>m 
his tiionghts, and the ti^e h?*,d bow 
come when bis seoret phui 
ei^ooiited, acoorditig to th- 
between bimBelf and tbi ^-.-xu..^ 
coloada. He wrote to them, accord- 
ingly, to delay no longer the i 
pli&hment of tbe deed"^ — that T 
ing the seizure of Antwerp citi 
had already Buoceaafijdly maaten 
of Namur. The Duke of Ae 
brother^ and botv '""^ 
and could do n 
oo-operation of t i 
with Tre«long in the cjtatlu, so 
the Governor would thua Iw eijxb!^ 
laying hie head tmnqnJUy 
pillow of the Antwerp ti 
cording" to tbe reproachfid i-x\'\ 
subsequently used by the t^-ir.. 
await the progress of events. 

The current of his a 
career was not, however, . 
rtm thus smoothly. It ia 
the eetatea had not yet 
their confidence in his oh 
the sei^ire of Namuf, nnd the Att 
upon Antwerp, together with 1 
tents of the intercepted lettem I 
by himself and Eacovetlui U^ Pbi 
Perez, to the EmpreaSj to t '■ 

* Diacoum yopfiifdor, r^u- v- 
tbo 0Tirlrial letters id tin 
cotirs iommii^r, (jU%^ p. 
hot, 5^ ^WS. Miq — tniTisl 

< "Et JO ntpofuiiit - -:■ !■ - : , .ij i,:ta^ 
Icau d'Aov^fti du'i' t . nliif*- 
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Frondsberger and Fugger, were soon 
destined to open their eyes. In the 
meantime, ahnost exactly at the mo- 
ment when Don John was executing 
his enterprlBe against Namur, Esco- 
vedo had taken an afifectionate fare- 
well of the estates at Brussels/ for it 
had been thought necessary, as already 
intimated, both for the apparent in- 
terests and the secret projects of Don 
John, that the Secretary should make 
a yisit to Spain. At the command of 
the Governor-General he had offered 
to take charge of any communication 
for his Majesty which the estates 
mig^tbe disposed to entrust to him, 
and they had accordingly addressed a 
kmg epistle to the King, in which they 
gave ample expression to their indig- 
nation and their woe. They remon- 
ttrated with the King concerning ihe 
continued presence of the (German 
meroenaries, whose knives were ever 
■t their throats, whose plunder and 
insolence impoverished euid tortured 
the people. They reminded him of 
, the vast sums which the provinces had 
contributed in times past to the sup- 
port of government, and they begged 
uriBtaace from his bounty now. They 
teealled to his vision the melancholy 
i^ectacle of Antwerp, but lately the 
"nnn» of Europe, the fairest flower 
in hia royal garland, the foremost and 
noUest city of the earth,^ now quite 
desolate and forlorn," and with addi- 
tional instructions to Escovedo, that 
he should not fail, in his verbal com- 
nimications, to represent the evil con- 
■etjaences of the course hitherto pur- 
rood by his Majesty's governors in the 
Netherlands, they dismissed him with 
good wishes, and with "crowns for 
convoy " in his purse to the amount of 
« revenue of two thousand yearly. 
Hia secret correspondence was inter- 
cepted and made known a few weeks 
after his departure for that terrible 
Bgam whence so few travellers re- 
tomed.* 

1 Bor, z. 825. Hoofd, zii. 507. Disoours 
Bommler, etc., p. 47. 

« ** vooaster van geheel Europa, 

d'ad^te bloeme van uwe xnAJcsteits krone 
an de voniaemste en rijxste viin de wereld," 
etc, etc —Letter of tht; States, Bor, 826, 827. 

> Bor, X. 825. Hoofd, zii. 508. Disoours 
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For a moment we follow him thither. 
With a single word in anticipation, 
concerning the causes and the consum- 
mation of this celebrated murder, 
which was delayed till the following 
year, the unfortunate Escovedo may 
be dismissed from these pages. It has 
been seen how artfully Antonio Perez, 
Secretary of State, paramour of Prin- 
cess Eboli, and ruling councillor at 
that day of Philip, had fostered in the 
King's mind the most extravagant sus- 
picions as to the schemes of Don John, 
and of his confidential secretary.'* He 
had represented it as their fixed and 
secret intention, after Don John should 
be finally established on the throne of 
England, to attack Philip himself in 
Spain, and to deprive him of his crown, 
Escovedo being represented as the 
prime instigator and controller of this 
astounding plot, which limatics only 
could have engendered, and whicii pro- 
bably never had existence. 

No proof of the wild design was 
offered. The language which Esco- 
vedo was accused by Perez of having 
held previously to his departure* for 
Flanders — that it was the intention of 
Don John and himself to fortify the 
rock of Mogro, with which, and with 
the command of the city of Santander, 
they could n^ake themselves masters of 
Spain after having obtained possession 
of England^ — is too absurd to have 
been uttered by a man of Escovedo's 
capacity. Certainly, had Perez been 
provided with the least scrap of writ- 
ing from the hands of Don John or 
Escovedo which could be tortured 
into .evidence upon this point, it 
would have been forthcoming, and 
would have rendered such fictitious 
hearsay superfluous. Perez, in con- 
nivance with Philip, had been syste- 
matically conducting his corresp6n- 
dence with Don John and Escovedo, 
in order to elicit some evidence of the 
imputed scheme. "'Twas the only 
way," said Perez to Philip, " to make 



Soramier, p. 47. Metcren, vii. 121. Bor, x. 
827-842. 

* Mem. de Ant. Perez, passim ; particu- 
larly pages 284-317. Obras y Bolaciones. 
Geneva, 1644. 

s Hem. de Ant. Perez, 813. 
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thoin imbare tbeip boeoms to tlie 
BWoni" " I am quite of tha samB 
opmion," replied PhiEp to Perez^ 
" for* accordijig to my theology, you 
would do your duty neither to God 
nor the world, unless you did aa you 
are doing,"* Yet tho esoellent pair 
of conHpitiaiara at Madrid could wrmg 
no damning proofs from the lijw of the 
HuppoaititiiMis canspiratora in Flan- 
djBrs, save that Don John, aftar E«e&- 
Tedo's arrival in Madrid, wrote, im- 
patieutly and frequently, to demand 
tbftt ho should he aont biack, together 
with the money which ho had gons to 
Spain to procure, ** Money, more 
money, and E#covedo,*' * wrote the 
Oovemor, and Philip was quits will- 
ing to aocept thia most natural excla- 
mation as evidence of hia brother's 
design B against his crown. Out of 
these ahredii and patches — ^tbe plot 
againtt England, the Pope's bull, the 
deairo expressed by Don John to 
inarch into France m ti simple adven- 
turer, widi a few thousand men at hid 
back — PercK, according to his own 
fitflEtement, drew up a protocol, after- 
wards formally approved by Philip, 
which oonchided witli tho neceaaity of 
taking EacoTedo'a life, inatantly but 
privately, and by poiaon. The Mar* 
quia de Los Veloa, t# whom the 
memorial wan submitted for his ad- 
vice, averred that if the death-bed 
wafer were in hii own lips^ he ^htudd 
roh& fc^r the death of the culprit;^ 
Philip hod already jumped to the 
eame conduiion \ Perez joyfully under- 
took the business^ bavmg i^ecei^ed 
(Str^e blanche from the King^ and thus 

1 *^ Ea menester cje cHsirivlr y oyr d© aqu£i>1Lai 
znnuera |M>r<iinj ajsay ^ metieii pom e«- 

e" etc.— BiUfli of Ant Perez to the 
„. " Y «cgun mi thoalogia yo entiendo 

1o miixno qw^ VuA Qiib no ba'vijuiofl pani 

con Dkifl mitara con el imuido, slnuln hlsiiBH^ 
sodes imny/' titc. — Aunotntion 1u PJiUip^s 
liiiud on the billet, Mem. de Peroz, pp. 3L0, 
511. 

^ ^'DmiiTOi J mjw diuesv, y EBcovcdo/'— 
Ibid* mi. 

« '*Qite con el Baoreinenfco eU J» bocor 

votaru la {mu^rte) do JuGtn de E&i!«i7edc»,"' 
a%ii., etc.— Meai. do Ant. Pi^uniz, air* 

* Cortos dd S- D. Junn y dd B«hx Ekuo- 
T0dci, MS. of Royal Library, Hji^ig, 

* Mignetv Pptbz et Philippe IL, pp. 7SS% 



the unfortunate aeercftary was doomcii 
Immediately after the arrival of Eerohj 
vedo in Madrid, he addiecsaed a lefeti 
to the King. Philip :filed it awft|j 
among other despatcbe*, with 
anootation '. "The amn^ cornitf ha$^ 
arrived^ it is neeessui^ to make great 
haste, and to despatch him before he 
murders us." * 

The King, haTin^ heea thua artfully 
inflamed again^i hm brothi^r and hk 
unfortunate secretary, became clamor- 
ous for the blood of Eacovodo. At the 
eame time, that pcraoui^e^ soon a/t:r 
hia return to Spain, wa« ehockol i y 
the diaoovery of the amour of pLf«i 
with the Princess EboU.* He eon- 
fiidered it his duty, both toward* the 
deceaaed Prince and the living King, 
to protest against this perfidy* He 
threatened to denounce to the Eing, 
who seemed the only i>erson about tiie 
court ignorant of the afikir, this dDuble 
treason of his mletre^ and hie mini«ier. 
Perez and Anna of Eholi, furious d 
Escovedo's insolence, and anxious lest 
he should execute his menace, dvAer- 
mined to disembarraaa themselvt^ ci 
ao meddleaome a person,* PhJii^ i 
rage against Don John was aeeerdtuglv 
turuedj to account^ and Peres reodvea 
the King's secret orders to procora 
Eacovedoe aasas^lnation.^ ThiiJ xa 
imaginary conspiracy of Don Jolm 
against the crown of Philip wui* Ui^^ 
pretext, the fears and ri^ge of K^^ i 
and her paramour were tL<? snl^sfnDiiil 
reason, for the crime ncnv projctt^l 

The details of the murder wkt*' .vr- 
ranged and executed by Pcrca/ hw. I' 
mnat be confessed in justice to FLklii . 

xiL 97^ who covers tbe n&mn of ihc ^m> 
C0S9 with a Tiajy, wbich «oul4 Imvo doobtwti 
no conteffipomiry. 

• Mignet, p. 3g, 

t Mem. <i^ Aut> Perea. rni-Rr: 
Ant, PercE, and Phih^ i 
Doofd, xii. 614. — Con v) 
972 — who fipekinj^ n* u ■ 
Kiu;f, whoa© nffleml pai 
tntea that Escovedos 
filled out cm one of tbi 
Kiii^fl HipjTinturti, *ii<?k .. 
vieemyia hifve. Ho dne^ 
rssi {being nuither vict-r. 
eame (o be p^t^vidod vni ' 
He admitm tiw, "que < 
eu muort£ violiftntji."— p, ■ 

< The luurativa of tiiLi .zi-ir^^n 
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with much ii;f«rior nicety to thiit of 
EJa own performances lu the same fielii 
linDj persons were privy to the plot, 
Tber^ wae mimh blundit?ring, there wm 
great ptiblic Bcaudftl in Mmlnd, and no 
one erer Lad a reasonable doubt as to 
ibe instigatofH and the actual perpetra- 
tors of the crime. Two attempts to 
Diaon Escovedo, were made hy FereKiat 
own table, thruugh t(ie agency of 
lioEnriquez, a cou£dontiai servant 
r page. Bo^ were unsiiceessfuJ. A 
equally eo, but su£pici<ma 
i Rroused. A female slave in the 
ehiold of E&uovedo, waa in can- 
quence arrested, and immediately 
hanged hi the public atpiare, for a pte- 
tended attempt to murder her master.! 
A few days afterwards (on the 31st of 
-ilajt?h, 1*578) the deed was acoom- 
^Wi4ied at nij^htfall in the streets of 
^Kadridt by sLi: con£piratorB< Tbej 
^Konskteil of the majordomo of Peretef a 
^Ha^e in liia household, the pagea's 
HKrotUer from the country, an ox-ecul- 
litjD horn the Royal kitchens, Juan 
RTi)tiii) hy nnme, who had beeu the 
ent in the poisoning 
: with two prof eag ion al 
11 » r the occoeion. It woa 
ati^ir one of thla laat-mentiondl 
puple, who dispatched Eecovedo with 
i single stab, the otherjs aiding and 
^tting, or keeping waich in the 
ghbourhood.^ 
he muTdereri effected their ^cape, 
IJOJlde thi^tr report to Perez, who 
* the take of apijeairancea, was upon 
I ^nmt hi the country* Suspicion &:son 
ckM the real oulpvit^, who were 
ovo the reach of jiuitice ; nor, as to 
\te motives wbiuh had prompted the 
^urderAj were many ignorant, Kve 
iJy the murderer himaell Philip 
ordert^d the as&aaBination, but he 
La« pruf^iunUJy deceived as to the 
1 of ikg accompli ahment. He wEia 
I littpe of a anbtJer villain than him- 
'. thought himaelf sucriicing a 
ator agamst hJa crown^ wbUe 

_|jle in Hi sstitirncfcLT, and ao tmpqr- 
i it* rvtnnte conf^eqiienfiBii, tun wan 

t-c-.rix rnii.ii.ir by Migil*^ 

i. p. 31, aqq., 
iii-Tiua |)rciiit:ss 

- . : . ^.. ".. .J Uf Fl'aJICSEJ, 

; Ux'iii. tutt Md priMCiBdt, j^p* 38, 90,^ 



he had reiiUy only cmsbed a poor crea- 
ture who had been bnt t&ii solicitous 
for what he thought his maater*B 
honour. 

The afiHisama were, of course, pro- 
tected from prosacntion, and duly re- 
compensed. Miguel Bosque, the coun- 
try Ix^yi received one hundred crowne 
in gold, paid hy a clerk of Perez* 
Mesa, one of the bravos, was rewarded 
with a gold chain, fifty doubio^^ns of 
eight, and a silver cup, besides receiv- 
ing from the fair hand of Prme^a 
Eboh herself a certitiuate as imdei> 
steward upon her estates,^ The seuond 
bravo, Insausti, who had done the deed, 
the page Enriquess, and the aoullion, 
were aU appijinted ejm^m in kia Ma- 
jesty' i arwtJ/i with twenty gold crowns 
of tmnual pension besides.* Their 
oommiaaionB were signetl by Philip on 
the 19th of April 1573. Such were 
the wageB of murder at that day in 
iSpain ; gold chains, silver cups, doub- 
loons, annuitiea, and comrnisaiona in 
the army I The reward of fidelity, o& 
in poor Eacovedo'a case, waa oftener 
the stiletto. Wa£ it astonishing that 
murderwaa m ore ooimnon than fidelity! 

With the aubaeqnent career of ^- 
tnmo Peres— hifl famoua proeeaa, his 
banishmetitj hh intriguea, his innu- 
endoB^ his long exile, and hia miser- 
able death, this history haa no con^ 
cem. We return from our brief digres- 
sion. 

Eefore narratiug the issue of the 
plot against Antwerp citadel^ it is 
necessary to recur for a moment to 
the Prince of Orange, In the deeds 
Mid the written words of that one man 
are oompilied nearly all the history of 
the Reformation in the Nethei lantls — 
nearly the whole progress of the infant 
Republic The rest, during this period, 
is made up of the plottings and cuun^ 
ter-plottings, the mutual wrauglings 
and recriminations of Don John and 
the estates. 

In the brief breathing-vpace now 

Cabrerji jilso nnrratoa briijfiy tho itttemptA 
Ht ptiliv>iiluj,f mwdu by Ftsrex nt his own tilile^ 
tngottiGT with tho exeuiititiuL of tlto aliivc.^^ 

3£iL era, 

a Miimot, p. 40. 

^ Mii^uutaiMm the MS. process), p, 41. 

1 ibkJ. 
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afiTiJttled them, the Jnlmbitanta of Hoi- 
ked and Zealand h(vd been employing 
themselves in the ejcterisiv© repairs of 
their vast system of dykea. These 
tmrriierfl, which protected their otjuii- 
try ^ftinet the ocean, but which their 
own hatids had deBtroycd to preserve 
thetQHelYQB Rgaiimt tyranny, were now 
thoroughly reeonatructed, at a great 
espense, the Prince everywhere eo- 
counigiDg the peop]*; with his presence, 
directing them by his esperienoe^ in- 
Bplring them with his ener^.^ The 
t^ iujcomplished waa ntupendouSj, and 
worthy, Btiys a contemporftry, of eter- 
nfll memory.' 

At the popidar request, the Prince 
nfterwardfi mode a tour through the 
little proTinces, honouring every dty 
with a brief viait. The apnntaneoiis 
homage which went np to him from 
eyery he^rt was pjithetic and Hirnple. 
There were no trimnphal orcheai no 
martial music, no hmnerfi, no theatri- 
cal pageajjtry^notbjTig but the choral 
antliem from tlioiisanda of grateful 
heai'tfl, " Father William has come [ 
Father William has come I '* cried 
men, women ^ and children to each 
other, when the news of his arrival in 
town or village was announced,* He 
wag a patriarch visiting his children, 
not ^ conqueror, not a vulgar potentate 
displi^yiug him^f to tuB ndmirera. 
Happy w&t^ they who heard his voice, 
happier they who touched hi a hsjids, 
for his words were full of tenderness, 
Ida hand wa^ offered to all There 
were none bo humble aa to be forbid- 
den to approach hini;, none so ignorant 
aa not to know his deeds. All knew 
that to combat in tb^ir caufc© he had 
descended from princely stotionj frtim 
lu3£uriou;s ease, to the position of a 
proscribed and almost beggared oatkw. 
For them he had impoverished him- 
self and his family, mortgaged hia 
efftatea, stripped himaelf of jewela, 
furniture, almost of food and raiment* 
Through his exertions the S[>aniartls 
had been banished from their little 
territory, the Inquisition crushed with- 
in their horde rsj nearly all the sister 



1 Br, 3C SIS. Wafiotiflt^r, rii, laS* Hooia, 
1 Bot, 3t. Si9. 
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pr<>vineea but yieat^rday banded iiit( 
comTjion cause, 

M« f^Mind timet notwitb standing c 
gratuiating crowda who thronged i 
footfitepa, to direct the lalxmra oi \ 

stAtea-generaU who still looked mn! 

than ever to hia gxudanc*, as theif ' 
relations with Don John became more 
complicated and unaatisfactory. ln| 
latter ad diseased to tbem, on the 201 
of June, from Hai-lem^ he 
tliem mmt eloqvxently to hoM t«) 1 
Qbent Paciiioatii>n ae U> their i 
in the Btorm, He Assuretl th 
was torn from them, that 
truction was inevltithle* He t 
them that hitherto the^ had i 
the shadow^ not the substancaTl.^ 
Treaty • that they hail been robhoS! I 
that which was to have been its c' 
fruit— union among themaelvf^ 
and his bnithers, with their \£ 
their weal tl it and thdr bh«xt, 
down the bridge over whiuh 1 
try bad stepped to the Pai^lJia 
Ghent* It was for the nation to m« 
tain what had be^n so painfully wfll 
yet he pro<:laimed to them th&t 
government were not acting in , 
faith, that secret preparati*>i 
making to annihilate the autf 
the states, to restore the ©die 
strangera into high place*, j 
wp again the sciUibld and 
nioehinery of psrjsecution,^ 

In consequenoe nf the •eiiw 
Kamur Castle, and 
mado by Don John • 
order to justify thai ,v^ . 
had already despatched 
^int Aldegonde to the is 
with a commisaion to deul^t^ h^ 
timenta upon the subject. Hi 
dressed* moreover, to the \ 
a letter full of j?ineeie and Hia 
qu ence. ' * The Sei un ! -^^ n >- ' ^- 
said he, "haj*accii»eji i 
peace, and ^>f counts 
against his life,, and iu e.udti 
to persuade you into jnimin^ 1 
declaration of war 
against Holland aii^i 
pray you^ moat aiitM^i^y. 

a Ibid,, X, «il(J. Hooftl,xLi.i2Cf Wi, 
vlh 15E). \m* 
* Sue tbo luttor in Bear, x. S£9, W^ 
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member our mtitual and solemn obli- 
gations to maintain the treaty of 
Ghent." He entreated the states, 
therefore, to beware of the artifices 
nnployed to seduce them from the 
only path which led to the tranquillity 
of Uieir common country, and her true 
miendour and prosperity. " I believe 
Ihere is not one of you," he continued, 
"who can doubt me, if he will weigh 
carefully all my actions, and consider 
dosely the course which I am pursu- 
ing and have always pursued. Let all 
these be confront^ with the conduct 
of Don John, and any man will per- 
ceive that all my views of happiness, 
l»Ui for my country and myself, imply 
a peaceable enjoyment of the union, 
joined with the legitimate restoration 
gI our liberties, to which all good 
ptfriots aspire, and towards which all 
my designs have ever tended. As all 
the grandeur of Don John, on the 
ooDtnry, consists in war, as there is 
BodiiDg which he so much abhors as 
npoae, as he has given ample proof of 
WK inclinations in all his designs 
«od enterprises, both before and after 
flje Treaty of Marche en Famine, both 
within the country and beyond its 
liordflrs, as it is most manifest that his 
poipose is, and ever has been, to em- 
W ns with our neighbours of Eng- 
W and Scotland in new dissensions, 
tt it must be evident to every one of 
70a that his pretended accusations 
against me are but colours and sha- 
<birt to embellish and to shroud his 
! own desire for war, his appetite for 
vengeance, and his hatred not only to 
tte but to yourselves, and as his deter- 
ttination is, in the words of Escovedo, 
io chastise some of us by means of the 
nA, and to excite the jealousy of one 
portion of the country against the 
other — ^therefore, gentlemen, do I most 
affectionately exhort you to found your 
dsdflion, as to these matters, not upon 
wotds bat upon actions. Examine 
otefully my conduct in the points 
omeeming ^hich the charges are 

> nUs letter, of date August, 1587, the 
fliiigiiial of which is in French, has never 
hem jpublished. It is in a collection of 
USSR, m the Hague Archives, entitled "Acta 
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made; listen attentively to what my 
envovs will communicate tp you in 
my behalf; and then, having com- 
pared it with all the proceedings of 
Seigneur Don John, you will be able 
to form a resolution worthy the rank 
which you occupy, and befitting your 
obligations to the whole people, of 
whom you have been chosen chiefs 
and protectors by God and by men. 
Put away all considerations which 
might obscure your clear eye-sight; 
maintain with magnanimity, and like 
men, the safety of yourselves, your 
wives, your children, your estates, 
your liberties; see that this poor 
people, whose eyes are fixed upon 
you, does not perish; preserve them 
from the greediness of those who 
would grow great at your expense; 
guard them from the yoke of miser- 
able servitude; let not all our pos- 
terity lament that, by our pusillan- 
imity, they have lost the liberties 
which our ancestors hod conquered 
for them, and bequeathed to them as 
well as to us, and that they have been 
subjugated by the proud tyranny of 
strangers. 

" Trusting," said the Prince, in con- 
clusion, "that you will accord faith 
and attention to my envoys, I will 
only add an expression of my sincere 
determination to employ myself in- 
cessantly in your service, and for the 
welfare of the whole people, without 
sparing any means in my power, nop 
my life itself."^ 

The vigilant Prince was, indeed, not 
slow to take advantage of the Gover- 
nor's false move. While in reality in- 
tending peace, if it were possible, Don 
John had thrown down the gauntlet ; 
while affecting to deal openly and 
manfully, like a warrior and an em- 
peror's son, he had involved himself 
in petty stratagems and transparent 
intrigues, by all which he had gained 
nothing but the character of a plotter, 
whose word could not be trusted. 
Saint Aldegonde expressed the hope * 



Statuum Belgii," torn. i. fol. 367, 868.— Com- 
pare Bor, X. 830. 

a Saint Aldegonde to Count John of Nap- 
sau.— Archives de la Moisun d'Orange, vi 
116. 
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that the seizure of Namur Castle would 
open the eyes of the people, and cer- 
tainly the Prince did his best to 
sharpen their vision. 

While in North Holland, William 
of Orange received an urgent invita- 
tion from the magistracy and com- 
munity of Utrecht to visit that city. 
His authority, belonging to him under 
his ancient commission, had not yet 
been recognised over that province, 
but there was no doubt that the con- 
templated convention of "satisfaction" 
was soon to be arranged, for his friends 
there were numerous and influential 
His princess, Charlotte de Bourbon, 
who accompanied him on his tour, 
trembled at the danger to which her 
husband would expose himself by ven- 
turing thus boldly into a territory 
which might be full of his enemies, 
but the Prince determined to trust 
the loyalty of a province which he 
hoped would be soon his own. With 
anxious forebodings, the Princess fol- 
lowed her husband to the ancient epis- 
copal city. As they entered its gates, 
where an immense concourse was wait- 
ing to receive him, a shot passed 
through the carriage window, and 
struck the Prince upon the breast. 
The affrighted lady threw her arms 
about his neck, shrieking that they 
were betrayed; but the Prince, per- 
ceiving that the supposed shot was 
but a wad from one of the cannon, 
which were still roaring their welcome 
to him, soon succeeded in calming her 
fears.^ The carriage passed slowly 
through the streets, attended by the 
vociferous greetings of the multitude ; 
for the whole population had come 
forth to do him honour. Women and 
children clustered upon every roof and 
balcony, but a painful incident again 
marred the tranquUlity of the occasion. 
An apothecary's child, a little girl of 
ten years, leaning eagerly from a lofty 
balcony, lost her bsdance and fell to 
the ground, directly before the horses 
of the Prince's carriage. She was 
killed stone dead by the fall The 



1 Bor, X. 830. Iloofd, xii. 520. 

« Bor. lloofd. xii. 521. 

» Theai-ticlca of the " Satiafactie,'' dated 
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procession stopped; the Prince alight- 
ed, lifted the little corpse in his arms, 
and delivered it, with gentle words 
and looks of consolation, to the un- 
happy parents.* The day seemed 
marked with evil omens, which were 
fortunately destined to prove falla- 
cious. The citizens of Utrecht be- 
came more than ever inclined to accept 
the dominion of the Prince, whom they 
honoured and whom they already 
regarded as their natural chief. They 
entertained him with banquets and 
festivities during his brief visit, and it 
was certain before he took his depart- 
ure that the treaty o£ "Satisfaction" 
would not be long delayed. It was 
drawn up, accordingly, in the autumn 
of the same year, upon the basis of 
that accepted by Harlem and Amster- 
dam — a basis wide enough to support 
both religions, with a nominal supre- 
macy to the ancient Church.^ 

Meantime, much fruitless correspond- 
ence had taken place between Don 
John and the states. Envoys, de- 
spatched by the two parties to each 
other, had indulged in bitterness and 
recrimination. As soon as the Qover- 
nor had taken possession of Namnr 
Castle, he had sent the Seigneur de 
Rassinghem to the states-general 
That gentleman carried wiUi him 
copies of two anonymous letters, re- 
ceived by Don John upon ihe 19th 
and 21st of July 1577, in which a 
conspiracy against his life and liberty 
was revealed. It was believed by the 
Qovemor that Count Lalain, who had 
secretly invited him to a conferenoe^ 
had laid an ambush for him. It was 
known that the country was full of 
disbanded soldiers, and the Governor 
asserted confidently that numbera oi 
desperadoes were lying in wait for 
him in every village alehouse of 
Hainault and Flanders. He called on 
the states to ferret out these conspink 
tors, and to inflict condign punishment 
upon their more guilty chie^; he 
required that the soldienf, as well as 
the citizens, should be disarmed at 

October 9, 1577, are given in Bor, x. 893-«9& 
Vera et Simplex Narratio, etc.. p. 26. 

* Bor, X. 882. Hoofd, xii. 509. Discouit 
Sommier dos Justes Causes^ etc, 29. 
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Bftissels and ttiroughout Br&Wnt, antl 
3 jnetjfied Ids a^izure of Nattturt upon 
be getaeral ground tbat kis Ufe waa no 
^ougeT safe, except in a fortreBft.^ 

In reply to the letter of the Govor- 
no^ willed waiiiiiited tbti 24th of JulVf 
ho fltc^e^ lUiifiatchtid MH^roUeH^ Arm- 
on of Yprea, and the Seigneur d« 
«, to Komur, with a Bpeciol mia^ 
||dD to enter into tha whole subject of 
I grieviitioes.* These geritlemea, 
: tbe utmoftt devotion to the 
ttf'^his Mftje^j'fl iMithority and 
he Catholic rehgionj^ exploded aouhta 
to the exiBtcncie of the iuj.^OBed 
onepiracy. They demanded that Don 
John should diBnounce the culpritg, 
DJ suoh ware known^ in order thai 
r ch&^ticiement might he inetantly 
The eonveraation whieh en- 
aed wsa certainly unsatiaf&otory. The 
ovemor used lofty and somewhat 
3>eat«ning bnguage,aeauring MaroUea 
tat he waa at th.it moment in posses- 
lioni not only of Nitmur but of Ant- 
irerp cifcuiel : and the tieptitiea accord- 
Dglj departed^ having: aecomplished 
little by their journey. Their 
ki9 were scarcely ttuned, when Don 
tfdjm, an hii part, innnediatelj ap-^ 
ointed Ml other commission^ consisting 
Eftaaiiigbetn and Grobbendonckj to 
»vb1 from NiHJiur to Bruasek.^ TLeae 
BYoyB carried a long letter of ijriev- 
lic«8, enclosing a short li^t of d^ 
nda,* The letter reiterated his com- 
ploiDt^i a bunt conapiraoiettj and hie 
protfitrtationfi of sinaerity. It waa full 
i upon the Prince of Orange ; 
his intrigues to obtiiin 
of Amsterdam without a 
ftiijer '*Sfttlflf action,*" aud of Utrecht j 
» which he had no claim at all. It 
ned that the Hollanders and 
pdera were bent upon utterly 
ninating the Catholic religion, 
at they ftvowe^l pubUcly their 
on to reftifle otelience to the 
mbly-general, should it decree the 
ntanance of the aacieiit womhip 

t l$M the Jetter of Doti tUiim In Bor, x. 

* Hot, kt 8H 8S5. Hiscoura Bommi^, 

* A*«ib« li;tt«rjii Bor, xl fl»e, S87. 

* Letter <ft JDen Jo'iUt J '">y itT, 1S?T. BoFp 
bU tuii. ■ in eor^ xi !»^T, S3S. 



only. His ehief demands were that 
the etatea »bould send him a liat of 
persona qnaliiied to be members of the 
general asaembly, that he might aee 
whether there were not individuals 
amoDg them whom be might cboosa 
to reject. He ftirther required that, 
if the Priuce of Orange did not in 
fitantly fulfil the tamty of Ghent, the 
states should cease to hold any com- 
munication with Mm. He also aura- 
moned. the statea to proTide him forth- 
with with a Buitabk body-guard.* 

To tliese demands and compkinta, 
the estatea replied by a fltring of 
reaolution&'' They made their uatial 
protestations of attachment to hla 
Majesty and the OathoHc faith, and 
they granted willingly a foot-guard of 
three hundred archena. They, how- 
ever, stoutly denied th© Govemor^o 
right to make eliminations ia their 
Lista of deputies, because, from time 
immemormi, tht^^ae Tepreaentative^ had 
been ehoaen by the clergy; nnblea, 
dtiea, and boroughs. The nam ee might 
change daily, nor were thei-e any 
&UH|>icioua ones among them^ but ii 
was a matter with which the Governor 
had no concern. They promiBed that 
every effort should be tnadif to bring 
about the execution of the treaty by 
the Prince of Orange, They begged 
DoD John, however, to abandon the 
citadel of Namur, ajid gave Mm to 
nnderstand that hia aeoret praoticea 
had been diacover^, a large packet of 
letters having recently been inter- 
cepted in the neighbourhood of Boiir^ 
deau3L, and sent to the Prince of 
Orange.^ Among them were aome 
of the despatches of Don John and 
Eacovedo, to his Majci^ty and to 
Antonio Perez, to which allusion has 
already been made. 

Count Bossu, Ue Brease, and Meet- 
kercke were the envoys deputed to 
convey these reaolutions to Nawiur, 
They had a long aud hitter couver«a- 
tion with Don John, who complained 

^ They lijid fallun into the bands of Ilsm'y 
ofKavitrTD, who bad farwardotl thera to tlijo 
Itinco of Orange^ by wliom ib«y wwru kid 
btrfotv Ibo dijputlcB' af tbo Etatiiit-irenarAl nu 
the S5th of Jidy^—Mtftepen, vli. in. Hmifd, 
xlL &L0. Ccrtopvu Diocuun. Sjiuuj^Qr* etc., 
pp. U2, 33. 
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more furiously than ever of the con- 
Ppin\oifH iigjiinrtt his person, and of the 
intriguoH of Orange. He insisted that 
thin ari'h-traitor had been sowing the 
nood of his damnable doctrines broad- 
fast through the Netherlands; that 
tho oai*th was groaning with a daily 
vijuMiiiig harvest of rebellion and heresy. 
It was time, he cried, for the states to 
nkiudon the Prince, and rally round 
tlu'ir King. Patience had been ex- 
lia»iHt<!d. He had himself done all, and 
nn»i«» than could have been demanded- 
11 o had faithfully executed the Ghent 
pMiMtication, but his conduct had 
iumUut elicited gratitude nor inspired 
oMiruUtncc.^ 

Tlio deputies replied, that to the 
iliip oxecution of the Ghent treaty it 
waH luM'.eHrtary that he should disband 
t lio ( Jcrman troops, assemble the states- 
^iMitM'al, and carry out their resolutions. 
I hit 11 these things, now undone, had 
biM'U af(!omi)liHhed, he had no right to 
ploiid his faithful fulfilment of the 
rarili(;ation. After much conversation 

in which the same grievances were 
n»p(Mitt!(l, the same statements pro- 
iliu-rd and contnulicted, the same de- 
luandH urged and evaded, and the same 
inonacos exchanged .is upon former 
ocrasions — the deputies returned to 
JiruHHels.*'' 

Innnediately after their departure, 

l>on John learned the result of his 

I'ViJect upon AntweriJ Ca.=?tle. It will 

bo rehiemberwl that he had withdrawn 

Ai'irirhnt, under jiretext of requiring 

\\\ii rmiipany <ni the visit to Queen 

M iiKiiitil,, uiid t.li.'it he hod substituted 

l'(«-.iliiii)!, III! uiif4(-.ni pulsus partisan of 

l«i» tuMi, III \.\\v gDVi.-rnment of the 

« -i k.ti I 'rh« (I'liipoi.'iry commander 

■ II liiiiiiil. hiiwi'Vi r. fiiat he had un- 

■ . .. ik. ti iiiiiii' Miiiii \\v i!i)uld iH>rfonn. 

: \.. it..,.|i,i iitiili'i Vmi l'',?ide were re- 

.1 .t.(MilM.ii.< I- iiil.o Mm* town, al- 

■ !t |.. Miii.-Miit <<i <|iiAii<'r them 

, 1,1.1 t. .11 if|ti<-(c<l by the 

.. , tt.ii. i.il I 'i'hi* .tut Iiori ties 

.. , iiL.t Ili.l1 Mm* Ipxipf* were 

\ I. I ill! |.ii.l«i liiiti iif their 
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city, but the magistrates bad learned, 
but too recently, the nature of the 
protection which Van Ende, with his 
mercenaries, would afiford. A detach- 
ment of states troops mider De Vers, 
Champagny's nephew, encountere(]|^e 
regiment of Tan Ende, and put it to 
flight with considerable loss. At the 
same time, an officer in the garrison of 
! the citadel itself, Captain De Bours, 
undertook secretly to carry the fort- 
ress for the estates. His operations 
were secret and rapid. The Seigneur 
de Liedekerke had succeeded Cham- 
pagny in the government of the dty. 
This api>ointment had been brought 
about by the agency of the Greffier 
^Lirtini, a warm partisan of Orange. 
The new Governor was known to be 
i very much the Prince's friend, and 
] believed to be at heart a convert to 
j the Reformed religion. With Martini 
; and Liedekerke, De Bours arranged 
I his plot. He was supplied with a hifgd 

■ sum of money, resuiily furnished in 
secret by the leading mercantile houses 

! of the city. These funds were succes- 
I fully invested in gaining over the gM> 
1 risen, only one company holding firm 
I for Treslong. The rest, as that officer 
I himself informed Don John, were 
ready at any moment "to take him by 
the throat."* 

On the 1st of August, the day fixed 

upon in concert with the GJovemorand 

Greffier, he was, in fact, taken by the 

throat. There was but a brief combat, 

the issue of which became accidentally 

doubtful in the city. The white- 

i plumed hat of De Boura had been 

J struck from his head in the struggle, 

: and had fallen into the foss. Floating 

■ out into the river, it had been recog- 
nised by the scouts sent out 



ut by the 
, and the 



I personages most interested, 
: infom^.ation was quickly brought to 
: Lieilekerke, who was lying concealed 
' in the house of Martini, awaiting the 
■ result. Their dismay was great, but 
j Martini, having more confidence than 
; the Governor, sallied forth to learn the 
whole truth.* Scarcely had ho got 



» llri'l. i xi. 9:<8. sq.v Lvtier of Trcsloni? to Dou 

»n r.iv. ' John. A'.:pi:>t 1. i;C7, in appeudix to Dm- 

M. 1. i.Ti. vii. 122. ' wiin* S^nmiu-r. pp. Tt>.77. 

■■'•, i.j'l- OiWixirt, ; * Bor. xi. S3G. Hoofd, xiL 518. 
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the streeta than be be^inrl a wel- 
me cry, "The Beggsu-a bave tbe 
tie I the Eeggarg have the cattle I ** 
(touted a hiindrod voices,^ He sooa 
met a Uetitouant ooming straight from 
the fortress, who related to him the 
wliole aflTdr* Leamiug that De Bouts 
was tjompletely viotorioas, and that 
TreAl<>Dg was a prisoner, Martini hm- 
tened with tbe important mtelligence 
to his own hmtm, where Lieeiekerke 
Iaj concealed. Th^t funi^ttMiifiry nosv 
Bpaired to the <iitiiclt3lt whitiit^i* tbe 
strates, the leading eitizeui3, aud 
chief meruhants were Instantly 
aooed. The tsiistle waa carried, 
Itt the city waa already trembling 
apprehension leat the German 
Oiet>ceiiati©a quartered within its walla, 
iJlotild ri*?e with indignation or panic, 
ADil r^pesit the horrid tragedy of Tbe 
,,A» twerp Fury** 

~ ^In tnith, there aeemed danger of 

cb a CTt.astrophei The jsecret eor- 

"1? of Don John with tbe 
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flag from the caatle, and commissioners 
were appointed by the commanding 
olBceri of the floldieiy. The offer was 
tn-dde to pay over the aiTcara of their 
wages, at least to a very large amount, 
on condition that the troope woidd 
forthwith and for ever evacuate the 
city. One hundred and fifty thousand 
crowns were ofTered on the nail* The 
mercbaata stood on the bridge leading 
from the old town to the liew, in full 
Jiight of the soldiera. They held in 
their hands their puraeSj Med with tha. 
giittoring Raid. The soldiers were 
fnmtic with the opportunity, and 
swore that they would have their 
officers* liveSj if the tempting and un- 
expected offer should be declined, 
Nevertheleaa, the commisaionera went 
to asd froj ever finding aomething to 
alter or arrange* In truth, the mer- 
chants had agreed to furnish, if neces- 
airy, three hundred thousand crowns ; 
bat the thfifty negotiators were dis- 
poned, if diplomacy could do it, to save 



:i already discovered,'* and the moiety of tlmt sum. Day began 



u huw warmly he had im- 
. upon tbe men with whom he 
I been tamij*ringj ''that the die was 
\ that all their art wm neces- 
r make it turn up succeMfully." * 
itle was carried, but what would 
i of the city I A brie f and eager 
ation tem^limteil in an immc^ 
I oBsr of three hundred thousand 
i by tbe leading merchanta. This 
«y was to Ijd employed in amicably 
"ring, if poaaible, the German 
jjdierss, who had meanwhile ^kctnally 
fxe to amuB^ and were a^gemhled lu 
Place de Meer. Feeling unsafe, 
Bwever. in this locality, their colonels 
3 1«m1 th^m into the new town. Here, 
^Titig barricaded tbemedves with gun- 
gee, bales ^ and boxes, they await- 
»te«id of initiating, tbe events 
* day might bring forth,"'* A 
L aoon Arrived with a white 



^ Hrtf t>*i^43el JA gj<9fl I bet£ibfttiel ia gio» 1" 

'i, lloofd. %\l filS. 

u Liy uo liQun,_lictr, id, S54. Eogfd, 

*V piK'* quwlit ya ol diido fucr** do \m 

r<— bcikt-T ul iJvu Ji^kti to Culoa$J3 



to aink, ere the ba];gain WJiaoompIeteii, 
when Buddfiuly Bails were dcioried in 
the dietanoa, and prcaently a tat^ 
fleet of WAT Tefiseb, with banner and 
pennon flying before a favouring 
breeze, c^me Bailing \ip the Scheld.'* 
It waa a squadron of the Prince'n ^bip«, 
under command of Admiral Haul- 
t^in. He hod been sent og^ust Tholen, 
but, having received secret intellfgence, 
had^ with happy audacity j seized the 
opportunity of striking a blow in the 
cause which he had served so faith- 
fully, A shot or two liied from the 
vesgele among the bivrric|^le.^ had a 
quickemng eifeot. A sudden and 
astounding panic seized the iaoldiei^. 
" Tho Beggars are coming I the Beggars 
are comkigr'^ they yelled in diamtLy^ 
for the deeds of the ocefm-btsgij^u^ had 
not become leas appalling since the 
memorable siege of Ley den, Tbe mcr- 



Frondflbot^gti^ and Fuffgar^ July ^ 157?* 
appebiibc to Discuum Btiuiujior, p. 00' Bar, 
id. Ei9. 

» Bar, 3£t S54, Hoefd, xlL £13. Metsreo, 
vif, 122. 

• Thid., id, MS, IMi, 3di. 519, Ibid. 

^ " IH^ gaiason, die jOJ^ucn. daar fynzo 1" 
— nmjld, 3Lii itlQ. Bait xi a^ 
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'-' i-...'. 5:-«.i :n iLe bridee with 

•^.» ■ -._..r':..::.'.i. The envoys 

■: ..>:.. ?::.". v.- .-.veJ their white 

> :•■. ".:.:o. The h«»iTijr 

-.■ .; :i. •• :M Zi .iLui-lcrs uver- 

:.; '-. \r: ».: wAjTcs. extin- 

. :■: -.iii: :e in the friendship 

, -...ii.*. The iLercenariep, 

^ :. A Yi/.i:.: p.;roxyj»m of 

■•.. .. :l.-.r .r.K; thithtr. panting, 

, >x -..k.^j. like wv»lves before 

V ■ Th.-::- riijrht was ludi- 

^» .-.1:. ul stay in i: t-^ accept the 

\^ "....- 1: the !i:erehantfi were 

. . Vi :-.:^.^. w::h«.'Ut i.)ack.ing up 

. . V. \ \\ i-i r:y. in many cases even 

ji ..\^.'.y their amis, they fled, 

>_v.'.u-.-. iioine p:ini*cing into the 

.. >. :::e !>ki:innini: ahmg the 

. >.:■..-.• nifrhinj: across the open 

■v::l.".i of thorn under Coh>nel 

L .i:u-. w.irds >hut themselves up 

V. .-. v'.» /.ooiu, where they were 

.s .vN.i'jTed by rhami>iigny, and 

>,-, \i .;Ud to eompromise the 

.■\ >unvndering their colonel, 

.» v.;< lU'wn their arms." The 

v.. I ret re.it i\l to Breda, where 

.,-..i v'ut for two months, and 

i: :.i!-:ih overcome by a neat 

^vLLi oi i.h-aiige. A ca])tain, be- 

•.\ii tv> be in the employment 

-' Aiw, war^ arrcste<l on his way 

... .. i\irefiilly sewed ui> in his 

.. J w.us fomid a letter, of a 

- . .v.idih. written in ci]»her, and 

»\ ill the Ih'Venior-Gcueral's 

V ,■ , lu! bVKOul>lK'r^er, com- 

. tliK-vli. w.iN in this mis- 

«..\ ^^•ll«tl(•ll to hold out 

:.<iii.«i \Mtliin which 

. . •..• I « 111 I \^.(.-< ]iromisi'd. 

!, u, ( vl.t iplu'ivd with 

. \ I II. w »'ni- \s;»j« j5iil»- 

. .».. .. I. i.i.iIjhI ]»nnt4>r, 

,. VnU%. ip. prrjartnl 

.... •> .i.t.liiii.- till* ^ig- 
. , l>..,. .ImIiii/' In 
.,..:. til. r.>lou<-] 

. .!.. t..M I,.- r...llvl 
. ., il.O I'.ill .l.illli 
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was himself besieged, and unable to 
render him assistance. The same cap- 
tain who had brought the real letter 
was bribed to deliver the counterfeits 
This task ho faithfully performed, 
spreaduig the fictitious intelligence 
besides, with such ardour through the 
town, that the troops rose upon their 
leader, and surrendered him with the 
city and their own arms, into the cus- 
to<ly of the estates. Such was the re- 
sult of the attempt by Don John to 
secure the citadel of Antwerp. Not 
only was the fortress can-ied for the 
estates, but the city itself, for the first 
time in twelve years, was relieved 
from a foreign soldiery.* 

The rage and disappointment of the 
Govemor-Genei"al were excessive. He 
had boasted to Marolles a day too 
soon. The prize which he thought 
already in his grasp had slipped 
through his fingers, while an inter- 
minable list of demands which he 
dreamed not of, and which were 
likely to make him bankrupt, were 
brought to his dc»or. To the states, 
not himself, the triumph seemed for 
the moment decreed. The " dice " 
had taken a run against him. notwith- 
standing his pains in loadiug and 
throwing. Nevertheless, he did not 
yet despair of revencje. '* These 
rebels," he wrote to the Empress* 
dowager, his sister, '* think that for 
time is all smiles for them now, and 
that all is ruin for me. The wretches 
are growing proud enough, and forget 
that their chastisement, some fine 
morning, will yet arrive." * 

On the 7th of August, he addressed 
another long letter to the estates. 
This document was accompanied, u 
usual, by certain demands, drawn uu 
categorically in twenty-three articlesi* 
The estates considered his terms hard 
and strange, for in their opinion it 
was themselves, not the Governor, 
who were masters of the situation. 
Nevertheless, he seemed inclined to 
treat as if he had gained, not missed, 
I the citadel of Antwerp: as if the 

I * Iliir. xi. Sriii. S/i7. H'Xif.i. xii. 5cJ3. 
I ' li.iii .Tfliii'p k-itcr to tlic Einprew, 
\.i. ..>t l-t. 1-377, apiHiumx xo Dj.-v- »ir> S»ii.. 
I i«. i-;, p &::. * liur, xi. n^'j, ifciq. 
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troops with whom he had tampered 
were mustered in the field, not shut 
up in distant towns, and already at 
the mercy of the states party. The 
Gknremor demanded that all the forces 
of the ooimtry should be placed under 
his own immediate control; that 
Count Bossu, or some other person 
nominated by himself, should be ap- 
pomted to the government of Fries- 
land; that the people of Brabant and 
Flanders should set themselves in- 
itantly to hunting, catching, and 
ehastising all vagrant heretics and 
preachers. He required, in particular, 
that Saint Aldegonde and Theron. 
tiiose most mischievous rebels, should 
lie prohibited from setting their foot 
in any city of the Netherlands. He 
iuisted that the commimity of Bnis- 
aete should lay down their arms, and 
nsmne their ordinary handicrafts. He 
demanded that the Prince of Orange 
dumld be made to execute the Ghent 
insty; to suppress the exercise of the 
Beforaied religion in Harlem, Schoon- 
Wen, and other places ; to withdraw 
|u8 armed vessels from their threaten- 
ing stations, and to restore Nieuport, 
nnjostly detaioed by him. Should 
the Prince persist in his obstinacy, 
Bon John summoned them to take 
arms against him, and to support their 
lawful Govemof. He, moreover, re- 
quired the immediate restitution of 
Antwerp citadel, and the release of 
Treslong from prison.^ 

Although, regarded from the Span- 
ish point of view, such demands might 
seem reasonable, it was also natural 
that their audacity should astonish 
the estates. That the man who had 
violated so openly the Ghent treaty 
should rebuke the Prince for his de- 
fault — ^that the man who had tampered 
with the German mercenaries until 
they were on the point of making 
another Antwerp Fury, should now 
daim the command over them and all 
other iaroops — ^that the man who had 
attempted to gain Antwerp citadel by 
a base stratagem should now coolly 
demand its restoration, seemed to them 
the peif ection of insolence. The baf- 



1 Letter of Don John, 7 Aug. 1577.— Bor, 
Zi. 880, 840. 
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fled conspirator boldly claimed the 
prize which was to have rewarded a 
successful perfidy. At the very mo- 
ment when the Escovedo letters and 
the correspondenoft with the German 
colonels had been laid before their 
eyes, it was a little too much that the 
double-dealing bastard of the double- 
dealing Emperor should read them a 
lecture upon sincerity. It was certain 
that the perplexed and outwitted 
warrior had placed himself at last in 
a very false position. The Prince of 
Orange, with his usual adroitness, 
made the most of his adversary's false 
moves. Don John had only succeeded 
in digging a pitfall for himself. His 
stratagems against Namur and Ant- 
werp had produced him no fruit, 
saving the character, which his anta- 
gonist now fully succeeded in establish- 
ing for him, of an imscrupulous and 
artful schemer. This reputation was 
enhanced by the discovery of the 
intercepted letters, and by the ingenu- 
ity and eagerness with which they 
were turned to account against him 
by the Prince, by Saint Aldegonde, 
and all the anti-Catholic party. The 
true key to his reluctance against de- 
spatching the troops by land, the states 
had not obtained. They did not dream 
of his romantic designs upon England, 
and were therefore excusable in attri- 
buting a still deeper perfidy to his 
arrangements. 

Even had he been sent to the 
Netherlands in the full possession of 
his faculties, he would have been no 
match in political combinations for his 
powerful antagonists. Hood-winked 
and fettered, suspected by his master, 
bafBled, bewildered, irritated by his 
adversary, what could he do but 
plunge from one difl&culty to another, 
and oscillate between extravagant 
menace and desponding concession, 
until his hopes and life were wasted 
quite away? His instructions came 
from Philip through Perez, and that 
most profound dissembler, as we have 
seen, systematically deceived ^ the Go- 
vernor, with the view of eliciting 
treasonable matters, Philip wisi " 



2 Memorial do Aut. Perez, Obras y Be- 
laciones, p. 809. 
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if possible, to obtain proofs of Don 
John's secret designs against bis own 
crown. Thus every letter from Spain 
was filled with false information and 
with lying persuasions.^ No doubt 
the Governor considered himself en- 
titled to wear a crown, and meant to 
win it, if not in Africa, then in Eng- 
land, or wherever fate might look 
propitiously upon him. He was of 
the stuff of which crusaders and 
dynasty founders had been made, at a 
somewhat earlier epoch. Who could 
have conquered the holy sepulchre, 
or wrested a crown from its lawful 
wearer, whether in Italy, Muscovy, 
the Orient, or in the British Ultima 
Thule, more bravely than this imperial 
bastard, this valiant and romantic ad- 
venturer ? Unfortunately, he came a 
few centuries too late. The days when 
dynasties were founded, and European 
thrones appropriated by a few foreign 
freebooters, had passed, and had not 
yet returned. He had come to the 
Netherlands desirous of smoothing 
over difficulties and of making a 
l)eaceful termination to that rebellion 
a stepping-stone to his English throne. 
He was doomed to a profound disap- 
pointment, a broken heart, and a pre- 
mature grave, instead of the gHttering 
baubles which he pursued. Already 
he found himself bitterly deceived in 
his hopes. The obstinate Nether- 
landers would not love him, notwith- 
standing the good wishes he had 
manifested. They would not even 
love the King of Spain, notwithstand- 
ing the blessings which his Majesty 
■was declared to have hea])ed upon 
them. On the contrary, they per- 
sisted in wasting their perverse affec- 
tions upon the pestilent Prince of 
Orange. That heretic was leading 
them to destruction, for he was shew- 

1 Memoi-ial of Ant^mio Poroz, pa-ssiin. — 
Conn)are Mignet, Antonio Porez et Philippe 
II., Bi-uxolles, 1846, pp. 16-21. 

* "Porqno estoa aqui ni quieren convoor 
a sn Dios ni obedc5or a su Roy como doven ; 
nates pretoudou Jibortad en todo. De 
inancra que <« companHion grandvisima ver 
enmo lo tratan y las dosverguonjas y poco 
roispeto con quo pagan a su Mjyestad las 
virivtdes que ki< ha hccho; y ami Ion trabajoa, 
iadi^fuidades y peliin-oa quo he passado per 
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ing them the road to liberty, and 
nothing, in the eyes of the Governor, 
could be more pitiable than to behold 
an innocent people setting forth upon 
such a journey. " In truth/* said he, 
bitterly, in his memorable letter to 
his sister the Empress, '' they are will- 
ing to recognise neither God nor king. 
They pretend to liberty in all things: 
so that 'tis a great pity to see how 
they are going on ; to see the impu- 
dence and disrespect with which they 
repay his Majesty for the favours 
which he has shewn them, and me for 
the labours, indignities, and dangers 
which I have undergone for their 
sakes."^ 

Nothing, indeed, in the Governor's 
opinion, could surpass the insolence of 
the Netherlanders, save their ingrati- 
tude. That was the serpent's tooth 
which was ever woimding the clement 
King and his indignant brother. It 
seemed so bitter to meet with thank- 
lessness, after seven years of Alva and 
three of Requesens ; after the labours 
of the Blood-Council, the massacres of 
Naarden, Zutphen, and Harlem, the 
siege of Leyden, and the fury of Ant- 
werp. " Little profit there has been," 
said the Governor to his sister, " or is 
Uke to be from all the good which we 
have done to these bad people. In 
short, they love and obey in sdl things 
the most perverse and heretic tyrant 
and rebel in the whole world, which u 
I this damned Prince of Orange, while, on 
the contrary, without feax of GJod or 
shame before men, they abhor and 
dishonour the name and command- 
ments of their natural sovereign."' 
Therefore, with a doubting spirit, and 
almost with a broken heart, had the 
warrior shut himself up in Namur 
Castle, to await the progress of events, 
and to escape from the snares of his 



estas gentes." — Letter to the Empreo^ 
appendix to Discoiu^ Sommier, p. 81. 

« "Miro V. Mngd. quan poco que ha «wt>- 
vechado in aprovecha \)BX», los males el bien 
que sc les haze. Al fiu, oUos aman y obe- 
decen de todo punto al n)aB perverso y 
tyranno hereje y rebelde de la tierra que « 
€fte condenado del Pri)i£ipe de Orangu: y 
aborrecen y desacatan el nombre y man- 
dam ion tos do su principo y natural St-fior: 
fiin tcmor de Dios ni respeto o voigiienfa ds 
lus gentes." — Ibid. 
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enemies. " Ood hnotoa how much I de- 
are to avoid extremities" said he, " but 
I know not what to do with men who 
shew themselves so obstinately rebel- 
lious.'* ^ 

Thus pathetically Don John be- 
wailed his fate. The nation had 
turned from Qod, from Philip, from 
himself ; yet he still sat in his castle, 
determine to save them from destruc- 
tion and his own hands from blood- 
shed, if such an issue were yet pos- 
able. Nor was he entirely deseited, 
for among the faithless a few were 
futhful stilL Although the people 
were in open revolt, there was still 
a handful of nobles resolved to do their 
duty towards their God and King. 
"This little band," said the Governor, 
*'has accompanied me hither, like 
goitlemen and chevaliers of honour." ^ 
Brave Berlaymont and his four sons 
were loyal to the last, but others of 
this limited number of gentlemen and 
cbevaUers of honour were already de- 
Mrting him. As soon as the result of 
the enterprise against Antwerp citadel 
was known, and the storm was gather- 
ing most darkly over the royal cause, 
A^hot and Havr^ were first to spread 
their wings and flutter away in search 
of a more congenial atmosphere.' In 
September, the Duke was again as he 
had always professed himself to be, 
with some important intervals of ex- 
ception — " the aiSfectionate brother and 
cordial friend of the Prince of Orange." * 
The letter addressed by Don John 
to the states upon the 7th of August, 
had not yet been answered. Feeling, 
Boon afterwards, more sensible of his 
position, and perhaps less inflamed 
with indignation, he addressed another 
communication to them, upon the 13th 
of the same, month. In this epistle he 
expressed an extreme desire for peace, 
and a hearty desire to be relieved, if 
possible, from his most painful situa- 
tion. He protested, before God and 
man, that his intentions were most 
honest, and that he abhorred war more 
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than anything else in the world. He 
averred that, if his person was as odious 
to them as it seemed, ho was only too 
ready to leave the laud, as soon as the 
King should appoint his successor. 
He reminded them that the question 
of peace or war lay not with himself, 
but with them; and that the world 
would denounce ^ guilty those with 
whom rested the responsibility. He 
concluded with an observation which, 
in its humility, seemed sufficiently ironi- 
cal, that if they had quite finished the 
perusal of the despatches from Madrid 
to his address, which they had inter- 
cepted, he should be thankful for an 
opportunity of reading them himself. 
He 'expressed a hope, therefore, that 
they would be forwarded to Namur.*' 

This letter was answered at consider- 
able length, upon the second day. The 
states made their customary protesta- 
tions of attachment to his Majesty, 
their fidelity to the Catholic church, 
their determination to maintain both 
the Ghent treaty and the Perpetual 
Edict. They denied all responsibility 
for the present disastrous condition of 
the relations between themselves and 
government, having disbanded nearly 
all their own troops, while the Gover- 
nor had been strengthening his forces 
up to the period of his retreat into 
Namur. He protested, indeed, friend- 
ship and a sincere desire for peace, but 
the intercepted letters of Escovedo and 
his own had revealed to them the evil 
counsels to which he had been listen- 
ing, and the intrigues which he had 
been conducting. They left it to his 
conscience whether they could reason- 
ably believe, after the perusal of these 
documents, that it was his intention 
to maintain the Ghent treaty, or any 
treaty; and whether they were not 
justified in their resort to the natural 
right of self-defence.* 

Don John was already fully aware 
of the desperate error which he had 
committed. In seizing Namur and 
attempting Antwerp, he had thrown 



1 Ijetter to the Empress, 81. 

t **Como honradissiinos cavalleros." — 
lUd. 

* Hoofd, ziL 520. Aerachot was in such 
a hnny to escape, that he rode o£f from the 



castle upon a horse without a saddle. 
— Oaehard, Bull. Com. Roy. il 135. 

* Archives do la Maiaon d'Oranpe, vi. pp. 
143, 144. » See the letter in Bor, xL S57. 

• Bor, xi. 858. 



1' ;> Th-: ni<r or the D\dcfi BepiibUc, [1577. 

si -A-. :hv» c'.v.r.f.ot. W>h:!>j: ponoe. toirother \i-ith an oflfer for an exchange 

vl.-.' ■■vvl -vVvl c::.;o:i\i w.\r. The Iri Ue It was not difficult for the estates to 

w.-.t '.»-.\'ki:: ioh:v.«l li::n. iho ^:l:p< nr>\ver the letters of the Guvemor. 

V.'.::u\:. .\ zw'.i v'.yniS:. .i rctr.rn to I:i.U-eJ. there was l-iit little lack of 

i\-.t*\* rt-.u'i "."iNl a'.::: 'st iii.'.v .-sil'Ie. r.rj-.v^ier.t on either side throughout 

\ c. :'. '\> •\i'.:-.!.;'. tv vi <;tvo the a'::; ?t th:? v.r.hapry controversr. It is dia- 

r-.ss\^-.;.-,:i' * 'r.^ •.■.•. pi wh'oh at t::::es :i:.i'. t.^ c:nTe:r.plate the intemiinAble 

*o*:v.Cn: :.■ ; .vM>^^ hiiv. f 'r .".v.v.'r.-.r.-.xi.;- ox/i:.'.r.re of rn">toool5. decliirations, 

tivc :ho vy.;-.rvc'.. t-v-.^thcr witli Lis o.r::: v.: Is. ay ''stil'.es. replications and 

.-.i s/!'.::o ■.•.•.'.•. i.'.ty t; a* yrOv'i.ite Lis rx\- .'iiidrrs. which made up the sub- 

p s-.:: v.. T/.r tV.v.^'c- w.^triv.:.:'. l-.-.v.:: 5:n-.:e ;: Pr. »T.:hr:'s administration, 

thv' i».vcrv. 7 i;i a trap. M.ro.\-"- Nr~-:r w^s chivalr.iis crusader so out 

:: \\ ■> .1 ::v.- wi.i.'h ho h.:.: r. ^: r.'y :: y.-.c'r. !t wist::: a soldier that waa 

<-:s:Y.i \ ■".■;:'.: iri'.y. i v.: w:.::'-. he :. ■..: tV.;"^ rriv.ir;*! ::r Philip's exigency, 

#»■: :.::.:>;*: : i-o h.^-.l : "...vti ir.:. :liv Iv.t a scr/r-r. Insteji-i ■•:" the faaious 

l^'" :•..»■# V..'.:; '.ji. av..: V .".s fr.sr.ti; t " scf f'»":r.i :f LrTcnt-". the ** l<.irl\iroua 

V.'.s a :vc:>N.,iry :rar.. ■•."".^y v iv.i.ir.r :'..•? ••!"" ^: H."7*«frjs hai V-een much 

Ci"".' '.: v;.s .■.■.:;.*: r.:/. ■.::.■ :. "y t* -.v. :>:* ?■-.:;,■»'". "; fr tlie work re-3uired 

/V^*v-- ;*:/..■ cT;.si •.:■..::.: his :.:■;• :>.;■.. 5«:r.'. ': "..r.p «" :.ajhi:--i ir. a war-ealley, 

*\;::h^y :".^cv.:::." :; .::>::;.;l : ::- ^"^rv:j-:::\nA y\rA-ar::: with the Tur- 

,v<s •" '." -.v. :"-.':vr.i:4 '.:::<? v.:u:h x.:?h .r.7*v.--y.::h-.. :-;"hi have hanily 

'•,• ■ •.-.viis,'.' ts- *'::■: y. •.-:■..■•' -.7 *:•.:<< :":•".: '.:■«? -.: e.-^^f th™ d: : the ••riliiant 

'.>"■".* .■■.■..•■."'"..■•>. .v.-.i >■•.:•..< .:' :h- "-.rT-.;7 th"* :- r. i:''-r.r-.i t ■ scrawl and 

N,'"-.- ■■■ '.* h." V -'■:.■<:;•.•. .v* :; :h: .v.fss::: ':".f. ^'^'hilf z:-r.''h:r.j:r:uict»n- 

w-.v :'. V * ...-^.. . ...^ ,..: ;. -^ . ^^^^ -. ... ;.— :^5#: :: v^ \:v.tA the 

:'' ■■.«; V .V : .•■: :" / ;. '■ .< ^ -- *:-::< :*•-^::•-7c :l^:> ~ ;re distrust, 

,- •- o- ' ' . * .-. S.-.V. •- '. ; :.. ; V" -.•; 7." ::.\fX "z .•-v.'f -•T^-yer en,: roach- 

. v" • ;•• '■-.■ .■.■■■-•.•" '. i- -: -. :r-#. }I-^ --t. h.* ifei? up to 

.-■ <. ■ <*oo" /x V ■ • ;. >,; . ' :s "j •*^ "—.■•• \.* ^*<■^l* h". '. -'rrrs'-Iy heen, 

••.>.v>*. ^ "■• .' ■ '■ ••.■.• ..: •■ .5 '••. ■ !"! :,f '.;:'^*. :•! •.■." .c:".! Thirvf re.it 

■.-.* -^ -«. V V ■ ■«■ ■r»" ".•.■.'.■*.■. :•. ;■ *"-'^ -:.'.' .-!_ :"7t^: isc.'.'f*. i" rrrlvio 

•-•■.' ■•>' -■ -■■• ■ ■•? :" .. :■ "'f ■■■:•?": 7:? ii *:* ".fttc^. ". ojserre 

■;■ > ■• \ •.; •.:• - ■ . ■ * ■' *-'• h'^ ":■••■- :*'-.-''. .i*7i::>5«.: the 

•- .. ^■- - 'i •'.-»'- > •.•:.'.-■:*. ": '. t_'.'- If h-i t,-.-:te:«d 

• •■ •-vw •,•-.. -.-. ;. »..- -.•.;-»• --. j/v.-:'-. 71: :.tav".els in 

• •. . ■••..■. •• ■- - :-.-.-.5 V T-- fs. \-7 -ih.:: hf Lsd 

"v ■ . '. .■ >.■■•.■," • •.-..• ; i ...ir :• VT^-^- thfii away 

> V . '."i * -.v .. ^ • ; ^-. • •.;.:- :,i :.. •' ".i:.f--. -7-. frSSed 

• « •• ■• ■. V, • -v. - ■ •• :••■--•;• -I.-:-.-'. :■ - -^x.-: h.j irt^r^ 

'..-«' X ' ^ • --.•■-;.••>".- -*'■. 1..* vr-y.-r-.tioas 

.■■;• .. ■ . ' . »• . . ->«- .■!••-::>.:•- .•'-f.:..t*. Alrvjwy 

'. .xN .. • •• ■ ■ •■ ■ — r %-..* ;;:■ v~ t.: '.e errol- 

s .. . X . .X. -X ■ •. — '^•. r-.i. :.:.•••■■? -■ «■ • y'.y the 

• • ■ X • ••.•>. .. , ■ ^ \:- .:; :•• :.i.- -.- *■:.%.>««- 

. ■ • ^ -^ .-. -.::-•- r- ■• t ■ -.s Stan- 

». . X ^ <-• • ■' -.■■•■ ..- .:'• i' M r.'i'.T.in 

. ■ -. •. *i .-. .- • . ■:.:...:-: .-^Llis. 

" ' ■ :v- -• ..r .: ■::!*: .■<.: - >r-.^ 



1577.] Plain Speaking, 

Austria, stating that, as the provinces 
had proved false to their engagements, 
he would no longer be held by his own, 
smd intimating his desire that the 
veteran troops which had but so re- 
cently been dismissed from Flanders, 
should forthwith return.^ Soon after- 
wards, Alexander Famese, Prince of 
Parma, received instructions from the 
King to superintend these movements, 
and to carry the aid of his own already 
distinguished military genius to his 
imde in the Netherlands.^ 

On the other hand, the states felt 
their strength daily more sensibly. 
Guided, as usual, by Orange, they had 
already assumed a tone in their corres- 
pondence which must have seemed 
(rften disloyal, and sometimes positive- 
ly insulting, to the (Jovemor. They 
even answered his hints of resignation 
in favour of some other prince of the*" 
Uood, by expressing their hopes that 
bia successor, if a member of the royal 
bouse at all, would at least bo a legiti- 
mate one.' This was a severe thrust at 
the haughty chieftain, whose imperial 
aire rarely betrayed any consciousness 
of Barbfua Blomberg and the bend 
linister on his shield. He was made 
to understand, through the medium of 
Brabantine bluntness, that more im- 
portance was attached to the marriage 
eo^mony in the Netherlands than he 
aeemed to imagine. The categorical 
demands made by the estates seemed 
even more indigestible than such col- 
lateral afironts, for they had now for- 
mally affirmed the views of Orange as 
to the constitutional government of 
the provinces. In their letter of 26th 
August, they expressed their willing- 
ness, notwithstanding the past delin- 
quencies of the Governor, to yield him 
weir confidence again; but, at the 
same time, they enumerated condi- 
tions which, with his education and 
views, could hardly seem to him ad- 
missible. They required him to dis- 
band all the soldiers in his service, to 
send the Germans instantly out of the 
cotmtry, to dismiss every foreigner 
from office, whether civil or military, 

1 Cabrera, xL 937, 938. 

« Ibid., xi. 940. 

» Bor, xi. 869.— Compare Mctoron, vi. 119 ; 
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and to renounce his secret league with 
the Duke of Guise. They insisted 
that he should thenceforth govern 
only with the advice and consent of 
the State Council, that he should exe- 
cute that which should by a majority 
of votes be ordained there, that neither 
measures nor despatches should be 
binding or authentic unless drawn up 
at that board.* These certainly were 
views of administration which, even if 
consonant with a sound historical view 
of the Netherland constitutions, hardly 
tallied with his monarch's instructions, 
his own opinions, or the practice under 
Alva and Requesens ; but the country 
was still in a state of revolution, and 
the party of the Prince was gaining 
the upper hand. 

It was the determination of that 
great statesman, according to that 
which he considered the legitimate 
practice of the government, to restore 
the administration to the State Coun- 
cil, which executive body ought of 
right to be appointed by the* states- 
general. In the states-general, as in 
the states-particular, a constant carp 
was to be taken towards strengthening 
the most popular element, the " com- 
munity" of each city, the aggregate, 
that is to say, of its guild-representa- 
tives and its admitted burghers. This 
was, in the opinion of the Prince, the 
true theory of the government — re- 
publican in all but form — under the 
hereditary protection, not the despotic 
authority, of a family, whose rights 
were now nearly forfeited. It was 
a great step in advance that these 
views should come to be thus formally 
announced, not in Holland and Zealand 
only, but by the deputies of the states- 
general, although such a doctrine, to 
the proud stomach of Don John, 
seemed sufficiently repulsive. Not less 
so was the cool intimation with which 
the paper concluded, that if he should 
execute his threat of resigning, the 
country would bear his loss with forti- 
tude, coupled as was that statement 
with a declaration that, imtil his suc- 
cessor should be appointed, the State 



Groen v. Prinst., Archives, vi. 170, note 1. 

* Letter of Aug. 2(5, 1677, iu Bor, xi 861, 
882. 
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■ w ■••* I v^v.-j'.*;. r iiiicii cliarged I. should himself remain quiet. It was 

\»/.h :lio iTi'VoniiiU'iit. In j out of his power to execute the treaty 

.......,^. j'^j^, lii.YivinT wtif* re- I andthe edict, inthe faceof anotorioua 

.-. ". . ;.' ii'.u::i'iiito the t-statort ] (>mi.<.sion on the jMirt of his a<lver8ary 
> ■ ::\ ;: •v»'r:r.r.« ms. as he had »«.) t<» enforce the one or to publish the 
■\ .1. ".v* -n li-.s ir:e:vei'ti.\l letter ■ other. It comported neither with his 
K::.:"o— »i.'\vi-ir,^ '. dignity nor his safety to lay down his 

n v.i'.vi!':: thi"« letter. ** Don I weajHrns while the Prince and his 
' «si\s ;\ ui.iiiul t'ld ehronieler. | adherents were arming. He should 

have placed himself " in a veiy foolish 
pO!*ition/* had he allowed himself un- 
armed to be dictated to by the armed. 
In defence of himself on the third 
point, the seizure of Namur Castle, he 
roeounted the various circumstances 
with which the reader is already ac- 
quainted. He laid particular stress 
u]>"ii the dramatic manner in which 
the Vio'jmte de Gand had drawn hia 
curtains at the dead of night; he 
r.arratcd at pre.at length the ominous 
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r.'- In trvith. liie illus- ' 
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•ilit. tvi pie.'o I'l'.r the tfkin 



•■ l 'V.'.ul t'sMt 
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'.: ■.%>»:^ ^oM'v 
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I'i tlio \wu with that i-i the ivx."* Ho 
now tVit liiuiselt exiiosi-d and out- 
wiv.oti. while he did unt f«'el Ci'n?oi»-Ujs 
1 1 .'".y very d vrk <lesiirn. He ar.iwored 
tl-.o Jttov i'l the stati-s )iy a I'nir eoia- 
V'l'v.^a: :■>'.'.. d ite-.l fri«ni Nr.inur ea?tle. 
Av.irvist."* In Htyle. he was 



'■i::i::\e:y ten^penito. b'.it ihe jus- ^vamir:^ which he had likewii<e received 



t'..o.i:-M wii'.eh he attenr.-tcd of h:s 
wi-i: v-.'V. \'w: was n-T viiy h;i'''.'y. He 
;'.*: v.\i I'll- •'.i!Vt'diti«.rint :• •::!:> which 
T. vv";^ ."; the '.. a.i:!v:: artiv'.'s • l the aeeu- 
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irvini the Duke of Acrschot in Brussels, 
and c.-ne!uded with a cii*cumstantial 
ao*.*"V.r-i cf the ambudh which he he- 
lirvri t.^ have been hiid for him by 
fi •'.;:•.: tie L.:l.i:n."' The letter conclud- 
e-i with a h -Te for an arrangement of 
.ti:^.--.:".t:es. n t yet admitted by the 
li xertir z> ho insurmountable, and 
with a ri-.y.'.t?: ::r a formal conference, 
.'.c." '..■.y%ii::«:\: ly an exchange of host* 

Whilt' this o:rTt«rondenco was pro- 
cec.V.f.c V-t-f.-eri: Niiirar and linwaela, 
ar. tvrf.t w.-*s cocv.rring in Antwerp 
v.h-..h j-.-e r./.i.-h sr.ti&factii»n to 
•.•r.v J;-, 7h? Sy.-.rii?h Fury, and the 
r:-.;:.t "-«■.:. ■:;**:'.:'. attempt of Don 
.' hf. t" :::-*t<r the fatii";'.? citadel, 
i. -. '. *i t*r^i-.:v.". the autLrrities to take 
thi .-■■v.r.fr'. «-::h the Prince had w 
.:*:■:•. r.'c" ir. Tiir.. and the fortrea 

: Av.t -• iTV -r.-'if :«T Irrrth razed t«-> the 

jT \r'. - tif ?:.it- t; wards the city.* 

w'.i r«t --.re o.rrrJt to s.iy that 

■.: - -f r. ■: thf t.;tl- ritirs. tut the city 

:>. .: •":.:- r.«J«t &t '..'-st and threw oli 
-re s' v..t Vy -&h.;h. it had so lonjf 
..:••. -.-■..:••■. M r; ii..\:: Tt^n thousand 
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peirsons were constantly at work, morn- 
ing, noon, and night, imtil the demoli- 
tion was accomplishcKi.^ Grave magis- 
trates, great nobles, fair ladies, citizens 
and their wives, beggars and their 
children, all wrought together pell- 
mell. AU were anxious to have a hand 
in destroying the nest where so many 
murders had been hatched, whence so 
much desolation had flown. The task 
was not a long one for workmen so 
much in earnest, and the fortress was 
soon laid low in the quarter where it 
could be injurious to the inhabitants. 
As the work proceeded, the old statue 
of Alva was discovered in a forgotten 
crypt,* where it had lain since it had 
beai thrown dowii b^ the order of 
Requesens. Amid the destruction of 
the fortress, the gigantic phantom of 
its founder seemed to start suddenly 
from the gloom, but the apparition 
added freah fuel to the rage of the 
people. The image of the execrated 
Qovemor was fastened upon with as 
Bonch fierceness as if the bronze effigy 
could feel their blows, or comprehend 
their wrath. It was brought forth 
from its dark hiding-place into the 
daylight. Thousands of hands were 
. ready to drag it through the streets 
for universal inspection and outrage. 
A thousand sledge-hammers were 
ready to dash it to pieces, with a slight 
portion, at least, of the satisfaction 
with which those who wielded them 
wotdd have dealt the same blows upon 
the head of the tyrant himself. It 
was soon reduced to a shapeless mass. 
Small portions were carried away and 
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preserved for generations in families as 
heirlooms of hatred. The bulk was melt- 
ed again and reconverted, by a most 
natural metamorphosis, into the cannon 
from which it had originally sprung.* 
The razing of the Antwerp citadel 
set an example which was followed in 
other places; the castle of Ghent, in 
particular, being immediately levelled, 
amid demonstrations of universal en- 
thusiasm.* Meantime, the correspond- 
ence between Don John and the estates 
at Brussels dragged its slow length 
along, while at the same time, two 
elaborate letters were addressed to tho 
King, on the 24th of August and the 
8th of September, by the estates-gene- 
ral of the Netherlands. These docu- 
ments, which were long and able, gave 
a vigorous representation of past evils, 
and of the present complication of 
disorders under which the common- 
wealth was laboiiring. They asked, 
as usual, for a royal remedy; and exr 
pressed their doubts whether there 
could be any sincere reconciliation so 
long as the present Governor, whoso 
duplicity and insolence they represented 
in a very strong light, should remain 
in office. Should his Majesty, however, 
prefer to continue Don John in the 
government, they signified their will- 
ingness, in consideration of his natural 
good qualities, to make the best of 
the matter. Should, however, the es- 
trangement between themselves and 
the Governor seem irremediable, they 
begged that another and a legitimate 
prince of the blood might be appointed 
in his place.* 



CHAPTER IV. 



(hango Invited to visit Brussels— His correspondence upon the subject with the estates- 
general — Triumphant journey of the Prince to the capital — Stop put by him to the nepo- 
tiatkms with tk>n John— New and stringent demands made upon tho Governor — 
His indignation — Open rupture— Intrigue of Nctherland gi-andoos with Archduko 
XiMhiaB — Policy of Orange— Attitude of Queen Elizabeth — Flight of Matthias from 
IHennar— Anxiety of Elizabeth— Adroitness of the Prince— The oflBce of Buward— 
Election of Orange to that dignity — His complaints against tho great nobles — 
Aomcbot Governor of Flanders— A storm brewing in Ghent — Ryhove and Imbize — 
SHood-Coundllor Hessels — ^Arrogance of the aristocratic party in Flanders — Ryhove's 



1 Hoofd, Bar, ubi sup. Stroda, ix. 443. 

S Hoofd, ziL 528. Ibid. 

* Btrada, ubi sup. Hoofd, xii. 524. 



* Bor, xi. 856. Hoofd, xii. 624. Meteren, 
vU. 125. 

6 See the letters in Bor, xi. 867, 868. Me- 
teren, vii. 123. 
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secret interview with Orange — Outbreak at Ghent — Airest of Aerschot^ Hoaeelfl, and 
others of the reactionary party — The Duke liberated at demand of Orange— The Prince's 
visit Ui Ghent — " Rhetorical " demonstrations — The niew BrusseU Union chazBCteriaed — 
Treaty with England — Articles by which Matthias is nominally constituted Ckremor- 
Gcueral— His inauguration at Brussels — Brilliant and fantastic ceremonies— LeUer of 
Don John to the Emperor — His anger with England — An army collecting — ^Arrival of 
Alexander F.imcse — mjudicious distribution of ofEices in the States' army — The dates' 
army fall hack upon Gomblours, followed by Don John — ^Tremendous oveithruw of the 
patriots— Wonderful disparity in tho respective losses of the two s 

While these matters were in progress, 
an important movement was made by 
the estates-generaL The Prince of 
Orange was formally and urgently in- 
vited to come to Brussels to aid them 
with his counsel and presence.^ The 
condemned traitor had not set foot in 
the capital for eleven years. We have 
narrated the circumstance of his de- 
parture, while the advancing trumpets 
of Alva's army were almost heard in 
the distance. His memorable and 
warning inters'iew with Egmont has 
been describe<L Since that period, 
although his spirit had always been 
manifesting itself in the capital like 
an actual presence; although he had 
been the magnet towards which the 
states throughout all their oscillations 
had involuntarily vibrated, yet he had 
been ever invisible. He had been 
summoned by the Blood-Council to 
stand his trial, and had been condemned 
to death by default. He answered the 
summons by a defiance, and the con- 
demnation by two campaigns, unsuc- 
cessful in appearance, but which had 
in reality prostrated the authority of 
the sovereign. 

Since that period, the representative 
of royalty had sued the condemned 
traitor for forgiveness. The haughty 
brother of Philip had almost gone 
upon his knees, that the Prince might 
name his terms, and accept the prof- 
fered hand of majesty. The Prince 
had refused, not from contumely, but 
from distrust. He "had spumed the 
supplications, as he had defied the 
proscription of the King. There 
could be no friendship between the 
destroyer and the protector of a peo- 
ple. Had the Prince desired only the 



1 Bor, xi. 871. Metcren, vii. 125. Hoofd, 
s.ii. 5*26. 2 Historicsd Introduction. 

8 Elizalxjth and her Times, a scries of 
Original Letters, by Th. Wright, t ii. 45.— 
Loudon, 1S3S. 



reversal of his death-Bentence, and the 
infinite aggrandisement of his family, 
we have seen how completely he had 
held these issues in his power. Never 
had it been more easy, plausible, tempt- 
ing, for a proscribed patriot to turn hia 
back upon an almost sinking cause. 
We have seen how his brave and subtle 
Batavian prototype, Civilis,* dealt with 
the representative of Roman despotism. 
The possible or impossible Netherland 
Republic of the first century of our era 
had been reluctantly abandoned, but 
the modem Civilis had justly more 
confidence in his people. 

And now again the scene was 
changed. The son of the Emperor, 
the King's brother, was virtually be- 
leaguered; the proscribed rebel had 
arrived at victory through a long 
series of defeats. The nation every- 
where acknowledged him master, and 
was in undisguised revolt against the 
anointed sovereign. The great nobles, 
who hated Philip on the one hand, and 
the Reformed religion on the other, 
were obliged, in obedience to the dic- 
tates of a people with whom they had 
little sympathy, to accept the ascen- 
dancy of the Calvinlst Prince, of whom 
they were profoundly jealous. Even 
the fleeting and incapable Aerschot 
was obliged to simulate adhesion; 
even the brave Champagny, cordial 
hater of Spaniards, but most devotedly 
Catholic, " the chiefest man of wyse- 
dome and stomach at that tyme in 
Brussels," so envoy Wilson wrote to 
Burghley,^ had become ''Brabantised," 
as his brother Granvelle expressed 
himself,^ and was one of the commis- 
sioners to invite the great rebel to 
Brussels. The other envoys were the 



* "On disoit qu'ils avoicnt brnbantis^ H. 
do Champ;igiioy, co qui no me plciit qiiond 
jo rcntoiulis," etc., etc. — Gnmvclle to M. dc 
Bellefontjxino. March 31, 1678, Arohivoi de 
la Midson d'Onuigo, vi. 330. 
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Abbot of Saint Gertrade, Dr Leoniniis, 
and the Seigneur de Liesvelt.^ These 
gentlemen, on arriving at Qertniyden- 
berg, presented a brief but very im- 
portant memorial to the Prince.^ In 
that document they informed him that 
the states-general, knowing how effica- 
cious would be his presence, by reason 
of his singular prudence, experience, 
and love for the welfare and repose of 
the country, had imanimously united 
in a supplication that he would incon- 
tinently transport himself to the city 
of Brussels, there to advise with them 
concerning the necessities of the land ; 
but, as the principal calumny employed 
by their adversaries was tibat all the 
provinces and leading personages in- 
tended to change both sovereign and 
Teligion, at the instigation of his Ex- 
cellency, it was desirable to disprove 
such fictions. They therefore very 
earnestly requested the Prince to make 
some contrary demonstration, by which 
it mi^t be manifest to all that his Ex- 
cellency, together with the estates of 
Holland and Zealand, intended faith- 
fully to keep what they had promised. 
They prayed, therefore, that the Prince, 
permitting the exercise of the Roman 
Githolic religion in the places which 
had recently accepted his authority,* 
would also allow its exercise in Hol- 
land and Zealand. They begged, 
farther, that he would promise by a 
new and authentic act, that the pro- 
vinces of Holland and Zealand would 
not suffer the said exercise to be im- 
pugned, or any new worship to be in- 
troduced, in the other provinces of the 
Netherlands.^ 

This letter might almost be regarded 
as a trap, set by the Catholic nobles. 
Certainly the Ghent Pacification for- 
bade the Beformed religion in form, 
and as certainly winked at its exercise 
in fact. The proof was, that the new 
wonhip was spread^g everywhere, 
that the exiles for conscience' sake 
were returning in swarms, and that 



1 Bor, xL STL Hoofd, xiL 526. Meteren, 
TflLlSS. 

* In Bor, zi. 872. Compare Meteren, 
Hoofd, ubi flap. 

s Memorial in Bor, xi. 873. It is also 
tmbliflbed \3^ Qroen v. Frinst., Archives, 
tte^ vL 165-167. 
VOL. n. 
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the synod of the Reformed churches, 
lately held at Dort, had been publicly 
attended by the ministers and dea- 
cons of numerous dissenting churches 
established in many difierent places 
throughout all the provinces.^ The 
pressure of the edicts, the horror of 
the inquisition being removed, the 
down-trotlden religion had spnmgfrom 
the earth more freshly than ever. 

The Prince was not likely to fall into 
the trap, if a trap had really been in- 
tended. He answered the envoys loy- 
ally, but with distinct reservations.' 
He did not even accept the invitation, 
save on condition that his visit to 
Brussels should be expressly autho- 
rised by Holland and Zealand. Not- 
withstanding his desire once more to 
behold his dear coimtry, and to enjoy 
the good company of his best friends 
and brothers, he felt it his duty to 
communicate beforehand with the 
states of those two provinces, between 
which and himself there had been such 
close and reciprocal obligations, such 
long-tried and faithful alfection. He 
therefore begged to refer the question 
to the assembly of the said provinces 
about to be held at Gouda, where, in 
point of fact, the permission for his 
journey was, not without considerable 
difficulty, a few days afterwards ob- 
tained. 

With regard to the more difficult 
requests addressed to him in the 
memorial, he professed generally his 
intention to execute the treaty of 
Ghent. He observed, however, that 
the point of permitting the exercise of 
the Roman Catholic religion in Hol- 
land and Zealand regarded principally 
the estates of these provinces, whicn, 
had contracted for no innovation in 
this matter, at least till the assembling 
of the states-general. He therefore 
suggested that he neither could, nor 
ought to, permit any innovation, with- 
out the knowledge and consent of 
those estates. As to promising by 

* Green v. Prinst., Archives, etc., vi. 148, 
149. Laoguet, Ep. Sec, i. 2, 298. 

. * Answer of the Prince of Orange, in Bor, 
xi. 873% also in Groen v. Prinst., Archives, 
etc., vi. 157-161. — Compare Meteren, vii. 
126,126. Hoofd, XiL 527. 

S 
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authentic act, that neither he nor the 
two provincee would suffer the exercise 
of the Catholic religion to be in any 
wise impugned in the rest of the Ne- 
therlands, the Prince exprtflssed him- 
self content to promise that, according 
to the said Ghent Pacification, they 
would suffer no attempt to be made 
against the public repose or against 
the Catholic worship. He added that, 
as he had no intention of usurping any 
superiority over the states-general as- 
sembled at Brussels, he was content to 
leave the settlement of this point to 
their free-will and vnsdom, engaging 
himself neither to offer nor permit any 
hindrance to their operations.^ 

With i^is answer the deputies are 
said to have been well pleased.^ If 
they were so, it must be confessed that 
they were thankful for small favours. 
They had asked to have the Catholic 
religion introduced into Holland and 
Zealand. The Prince had simply re- 
ferred them to the estates of these 
provinces. They had asked him to 
guarantee that the exercise of the Re- 
formed religion should not be "pro- 
cured" in the rest of the country. He 
had merely promised that the Catholic 
worship should not be prevented. The 
difference between the terms of the 
request and the reply was sufficiently 
wide. 

The consent to his journey was with 
difficulty accorded by the estates of 
Holland and Zealand ; ' and his wife, 
with many tears and anxious forebod- 
ings, belKld him depart for a capital 
where the heads of his brave and 
powerful friends had fallen, and where 
still lurked so many of his deadly foes. 
During his absence, prayers were offer- 
ed d£uly for his safety in all the 
churches of Holland and Zealand, by 
command of the estates.^ 

He arrived at Antwerp on the 17th 
of September, and was received with 
extraordinary enthusiasm. The Prince, 
who had gone forth alone, without even 
a bodyguard, had the whole population 
of the great city for his buckler. Here 



1 Answer of the Prince of Oralis to the 
Proposition of the states-general, Bor, Me- 
teren, Hoofd, nbi sup. 
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he spent five days, observixig, with many 
a sigh, the melancholy changes which 
had taken place in the long interval of 
his absence. The recent traces of the 
horrible " Fury,'' the blackened walls 
of the Hdtel de Yille, the prostrate 
ruins of the marble streets, which he 
had known as the most imposing in 
Europe, could be hardly atoned for 
in his eyes even by the more grateful 
spectacle of the dimnantled fbrtress. 

On the 23d of September, he was 
attended by a vast concourse of citi- 
zens to the new canal which led to 
Brussels, where three barges were in 
waiting for himself and suite. In one 
a banquet was spread ; in the second, 
adorned with emblematic devices and 
draped with the banners of tiie seven- 
teen provinces, he was to perf (Mm the 
brief journey; while the third had 
been filled by the inevitable rhetoric 
societies, with all the wonders of theb 
dramatic and plastic ingenuity. Rarely 
had such a complication of vices and 
virtues, of crushed dragons, victorious 
archangels, broken fetters, and resur- 
gent nationalities, been seen before, 
within the limits of a single canal 
boat. The affection was, however, 
sincere, and the spirit noble, even 
though the taste which presided at 
these demonstrations may have been 
somewhat pedantic' 

The Prince was met several miks 
before the gates of Brussels by a pro- 
cession of nearly half the inhabitania 
of the' city, and thus escorted, he 
entered the capital in the aftenioott 
of the 23d of September." It was the 
proudest day of his life. The repre* 
sentatives of all the provinces, sup- 
ported by the most undeniable fer- 
vour of the united Netherland people^ 
greeted "Father William." Perplend^ 
discordant, hating, fearing, doubting^ 
they could believe notlung, respeoi 
nothing, love nething, save the " tnn- 
quil" Prince. His presence at that 
moment in Brussels was the triomph 
of the people and of religious tolera- 
tion. He meant to make use of the 
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! to extend and to 6emir« popukr 
litB, aad to eatablish the siapremftcy 
fif the at&teB-geneml und«r the nomiii)^ 
aoTereignty of oome Prince^ who was 
yet to be aeleoted, while the execuUre 
hodf was to be a Bt&te^ounoil, ap- 
pointed hj the t^tcfi-geaeral So far 
aa appeaTflj he had nat decided aja to 
the fature prottxAor, but he had th' 
solved that it ahould be neither him- 
self nor PhiHp of Spoia. The outlaw 
canie to BruiselB prepared at knt to 
trzLinple out a aofver«lgfiity wbich had 
worked its own forfeiture. So far a« 
he had made any election within hifi 
I breast, his choioe incbncMlti:) the nuser- 
■ able Duke of Aiijou^ a prijice whom he 
I aerer oame to Imow aa poaterity baa 
kucywn him, but whom he at leant 
learned to despise. Thus far the 
wo^rlhleGB aitd paltij intt-igiier fitiH 
wore the heroic ntu^k, deceiving even 
such far-aeeidg poKticians v& Saint 
AJdegonde and the Prince. 

WOliaiii'H hrfit act waa to put a stop 
to iJie negotiations already on foot 
with DoH John,^ He intended that 
they should lead to war* betMtu^e peace 
was iinpoesibleT except a peace for 
which oivil and religiong liberty would 
be bartered* for it was idlej in hia 
opiolcdj, to expecst the maintenance by 
Ihe Sijanieh QoTemtH' of the Ghent 
Pacification, whaterer promiBea might 
be extorted from his feare, A deputa- 
tion, in tke namti of th« stat^, had 
sdready been gent with fresh propOfii- 
tions to Don Johnj at Namur^ The 
I envoys were Caspar Scbetz and the 
llEiAbop of Bruges.* They had i>eaily 
I ©ome to an amicable convention with 
' the Governor, the terms of which had 
bwn flent to the »tate&-general for ap- 
I pro^al, at the very moment of the 
I Prince'e arrival in BruaselH. Orange, 
^"BfTn^ ii. «74. saq. Hdofd, xSi. 028" 
* ItiidL, 3tjL 874. IbBmigiuj DrutMiK, Bub op 
l«f Biruy%.'S. Hoord, xii. t^, Cabrera^ lu, 
I Ml 

■ Memaiffi et Recuell da cb qii'est . 
J io Si^i^jncur don Jon d'Antriehe*" ett, 
'ifla3«lraact« au c^hasteau de Nfimut«^ 
pMT oserlpb par lo SL'iffiietir de Grolj- 
Bdc. p 51!ift, s«q. Tbia v^ory curimta 
if tbe diploiniatistA opgAgod, 
■nhodj rkccordiug^ to the orl- 
l^^i I tbe BullotiTi* do Ja Com, 

I Buy, x. 1VL:-Ji3. -- D'tiifKire Aixjtiivcs et 
I CotcTV^pondance, vL l£4i^nO' 
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with great promptness, prevented the i 
ratiftcatioD el the^e termja^ whit^h the 
eetatea haxl in reality alreotly vott^d to 
accept. New articled were added to 
those which had origiuidly been laid 
before Don John.' It waa now stjjau- 
liited that the Ghent treaty and the 
Perpetual Edict Eihould be maintaiiied. 
Tb^ Governor was required forthwith 
to abanden Namur Castlei and to dis- 
miBS the German troops. He wne to 
give up the other citadels and atrong 
places, and to disband all the soldiers 
in his service. He weis to oommand 
the governors of every province to 
prohibit the entranoe of all foreign 
leviea. He waa forthwith to releaae 
captiven, restore confiacated proper^, 
and reinstate efficers who h(wl been Te> 
moved; leaving the detaik of such re- 
fltorationft to the Council cf Mechlin 
and the other provincial tribunals. He 
was to engage that the Count Tan 
Biixen ahoidd be set &ee witbin two 
monthfi. He wa^ himself, while wait- 
ing for the appointtnent of hia suo- 
oeasor, to take up hin residence in 
Liixeroburgj and while there, he waa 
to he governed entirely by the deoi- 
eion of the State Council, eipresaed by 
a majority of its members. Further- 
more, and a^ not the least stinging of 
thetie sharp requisitlona, the Queen of 
England — ahe who had been the aecret 
ally of Orange, and whoee crown the 
Governor had necretly meant to ap- 
propriate — ^was to be indnded in tno 
treaty.* 

It could hardly escite surprise that 
Don John J receiving these insolent 
propositions at the very mouietit in 
whbh he heard of the triumphant 
entrance into BruBieilB of the Prince, 
should be filled with rage and morti- 
fication." Nev^r wnfi champion of the 

* ThiaerEimarkB.bleartLclufinr£]tQbofbiiiid 
In B« tr, li, STi-^T^, A to^ nicagro extract 
IS given by C^biiem, xi. &4!3. OrMn v. 
Priu«l., vi. 1Q0-I7t).— Compare the *'MS- 
CdcirBfjt HecMftil" of Gmbbeudoiict, passim. 

* '*Mdniotro ot Recuoilt'^ poHHim.— A<>* 
cording lo Cabrera, xi, ^44, a more qbeerrul 
vidw of the «nlfJByJi WjVs taki^n by tlin#o who 
stLTTotuided tbe Qosertiflir. Tlia prtiposittoni 
only ciciit^i tltcir L^n^htor. The anine hifl- 
torijiii^ da woll OS all the ^imnish writora, of 
couTse rupTcsent the Prince iw iuBnenoad iU 
\\\& pfjUcy ftilely by nwH-iotorast, by his in- 
capacity to pay hifl debt% luid by hk doepair 
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wa?. however, reasonable enough on 
their part, for they were aware that 
veteran Spanianls and Italians were 
c^mstantly returning to him, and that 
he was daily strengthening his position. 
The envoys returned to Brussels to 
give an account of the Governor's rage, 
which they could not declare to be un- 
natural, and to assist in preparations 



\w\ tl. M I ho iiu-«;itioii of tlio Prince. ! for the war which was now deemed 
V\u* \ i.'\ .'» n.«i I Jimi.mmI himsi'lf. brother \ inevitable. Don John, leaving a strong 
i<l lilt rith.'lii' Mnji'My. w;»s to sit 
qui.itx \>»th lohlod .mns in Luxem- 
i-iiu. \\l»i\' {\w :uA\ hiMvtio and robol 
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garrison in the citadel of Namur, from 
which place he despatched a final com- 
munication to the estates-general, dated 
the 2d of October, retired to Luxem- 
burg. In this letter, without exactly 
uttering defiance, he unequivocally 
accepted the hostilities which had been 
pressdd upon him, and answered their 
hollow professions of attachment to 
tho Catholic religion and his ^lajesty's 
.mthority, by denouncing their obvious 
intent ii>n8 to trample upon both. He 
civo them, in short, to understand 
:h;it he perceived their intentions, 
A:^i meant them to comprehend Mb 

Th*.:5 the quarrel was brought to an 
isjiv.i'. and Don John saw with grim 
»>.:v.r':.-iCrr.oy. thit the pen was at hut 
:.; ':•? fv.perso^iorl by the sword. A 
■r:-.v..«.riri": le psTiiTihlot was now pub- 
'.<.":.■••_ ir. soTon didt-rent languages, 
'...'.:■.- Fr:3:h. Flemish. German. Ital- 
%v; >y.-.z:*r.. .w..i Enriish. ct^ntaining 
.«. <-:..': .Z'r. :..v :•:::: ?: tbe j^\H*eediiig8 
:<-. • i*iz -.Ir «.-:Yvrr.>T and the estates. 
: -v:": -. : f v-.:i .-: t : v* 'i the intercepted 
•.': : : -^ . : !"•. - ,' . l:: and Es««vedo to 
.:. s. ::; :: Trr-T. to tbe German 
.-...-:.;•!*." j.T..\ -■ tit Emi.ress. Thia 
\ •. T'v .'.-•-. 7»;5?ii*.\ :..T.'-.i publiAed by 
r ■■.••■ ..•-.:•: f»?cj»:-*-p«-3eTa]. was tnoB* 
.•V :.: .\T :i:':''r:.:»a.T:Ting addres 
.":•■• \t.fTi*z'::'i4 =: Christendom.' 
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It was soon afterwards followed by a 
counter-statement, prepared by order 
of Don John, and containing his 
account of the same matters, with 
his recriminations against the conduct 
of the estates.^ 

Another important movement had, 
meanwhile, been made by the third 
party in this complicated game. The 
Catholic nobles, jealous of the growing 
influence of Orange, and indignant at 
the expanding power of the people, 
had opened secret negotiations with 
the Archduke Matthias, then a mild, 
easy-tempered youth of twenty, brother 
of the reigning emperor, Rudolph. 
After the matter had been discussed 
some time in secret, it was jesolved, 
towards the end of September, to send 
a messenger to Vienna, privately in- 
viting the young Prince to Brussels; 
but much to the surprise of these 
nobles, it was discovered that some 
fifteen or sixteen of the grandees of 
tile land, among them Aerschot, Havr^, 
■ Champagny, Be V ille, Lalain, De Hdze, 
and cithers, had already taken the 
initiative in the matter. On the 26th 
of August, the Seigneur de Maalsteede 
had set forth, by their appointment, 
for Vienna. There is no doubt that 
this step originated in jealousy felt 
towards Orange, but at the same time 
I it is certain that several of the leaders 
I ia the enterprise were still his friends.^ 
Some, like. Champagny, and De Hdze, 
were honestly so; others, like Aer- 
tcbot, Havrd, and De Ville, always 
traitors in heart to the national cause, 
loyal to nothing but their own advance- 
ment, were stUl apparently upon the 
best terms with him. Moreover, it is 
iiertain that he had been made aware 
of the scheme, at least, before the 
arrival of the Archduke in the Nether- 
lands, for the Blarquis Havrd, on his 
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B firom the original edition published in 
1677 at Antwerp, by Silvias, under the title, 
"IMaxmn Sommier des Justes Causes et 
BdflcniB qui ont oontrainct les Estate Gene- 
Bnalx des Pals Bos de pourveoir 2k leur 
Deflfonoe centre le Seigneur Don Jehan 
d'Austrioe: aveo plusieurs lettres intercep- 
iScB em plus graad nombre," etc., etc. A 
Fleinish tranuation is given in the Byvoeg- 
ael Auth. Stukh. i. 151 en 176 of Bor, under 
the title of "Eort Verhael van de rechte 
9oaMkea en redenen," etc., etc 



way to England, as special envoy from 
the estates, had a conference with him 
at Gertruydenberg.* This was in the 
middle of September, and before his 
departiu-e for Brussels. Naturally, the 
proposition seemed, at first, anyihing 
but agreeable ; but the Marquis repre- 
sented himself afterwards as having at 
last induced the Prince to look upon it 
with more favourable eyes.* Never- 
theless, the step had been taken before 
the consultation was held, nor was 
it the first time that the advice of 
Orange had been asked concerning the 
adoption of a measure after the mea- 
sure had been adopted. 

Whatever may have been his origi- 
nal sentiments upon the subject, how- 
ever, he was always less apt to com- 
plain of irrevocable events than quick 
to reconcile them with his own com- 
binations, and it was soon to be dis- 
covered ib&t the new stumbling-block 
which his opponents had placed in his 
path, could be converted into an addi- 
tional stepping-stone towards his goal 
Meanwhile, the secret invitation to the 
Archduke was regarded by the people 
and by foreign spectators as a plot de- 
vised by his enemies. Davison, envoy 
from Queen Elizabeth, was then in 
Brussels, and informed his royal mis- 
tress, whose sentiments and sympathies 
were imequivocallyin favour of Orange, 
of the intrigues against the Prince.^ 
The efforts of England were naturally 
to counteract the schemes of all who 
interfered with his policy, the Queen 
especially, with her customary sagacity, 
foreseeing the probable inclination of 
the Catholic nobles towards the pro- 
tectorate of Alengon. She did not feel 
certain as to the precise plans of Orange, 
and there was no course better adapted 
to draw her from barren coquetry into 
positive engagements, then to arouse 



1 The edition of this pamphlet from which 
the citations in the text have been made, is 
the Latin one of Marchant, published at 
Luxemburg, anno 1578, usider the title, 
" Vera et Simplex Narratio eorum quae ab 
Adventu D. Joannis Austriad Supremi in 
Belgio, etc., gesta sunt," etc. etc. 

2 Bor, xi. 898. Meteren, viL 126. Hoofd, 
xii. 530. Cabrera, xL 944, 945. 6r. v. 
Prinst., Archives, vi, 191. 
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* Bor, xi. 900. . » Ibid., 899. 



:>: S TJie Rise of the Dutch Repvhlic. 

UiT ioalouay of the French influence 
ill v!io |«ri»viiu'o.s. At this moment she 
lUAiKU'stoil the wannest friemiship for 
tho rrinro.' CJostly presents were 
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ing. A moat anomalous position in 
the Netherlands was offered to him by 
a slender and irresponaible faction of 
Netherlanders. There was a triple 
prospect before him : that of a hope* 
less intrigue against the first politician 
in Europe, a mortal combat with the 
most renowned conqueror of the age, a 
deadly feud with tiie most powerful 
and revengeful monarch in the world. 
Into this threefold enterprise he was 
about to plunge without any adequate 
resources, for the Archduke possessed 
no experience, power, or wealth.^ He 
brought, therefore, no strength to a 
cause which was itself f eebl& He could 
hope for no protection, nor inspire 
any confidence. Nevertheless, he had 
courage, pliability, and a turn for 
jxViitical adventure. Visions of the 
disoomdteii Philip conferring the hand 
of his daughter, with the Netherlands 
as her dowTv. upon the enterprising 
y^-jth who. at this junctnre, should 
s'::ooerd in overturning the Spanish 
-\:ih:ri:y in that cv»untry, were con- 
•-.ire'.i •-:■« ty those who originated the 
yl.":.-' a::d he was weak enough to 
j-.-::«:der SMch absurdities plausible^ 
.»::A :■; sc: : :r:h at osoe to take posses- 
»•..:: :: this cj^tle in the air. 

V T. :lr rvf --inr of October 3d, 1577, 
hf rit:r>r-i :.;• res: s: eight o'clock, feign* 
ir.*: ii-rrfnf^ ir:wsis=«Sw After wait- 
:".\*: rH. 'lh :r::L€r Maximilian, who 
i-rv: -.- .»::.:ler c-=»i in the same cham- 
Vvf7. TT'^ islr^-T-. L* slipied from his 
:•; .: .1 :^«.i rr. — iLe rev m in his night 
Lv:jr^l -■.Ti;.:: even putting on his 
?^.y:.irrs r.f ~i? s.>:n ."Uter provided 
"; .- :jf :■ -^;..i:i::-* :: his flight with 
■:.i-f v.sr ..-.?»: .: & «rrini. arrayed in 
•/■;■.:. •-.Til -11* fv.v blackened, he 
;..'0; i.f -scj-yc \j :i-.:in!ght from 
"• ".c;:.?,' ■;■.■: :i .* i ■ ::ltful" whether 
V • : ..: v-.%5 •-? jT:.rii.t r» he affected 
:«i .■: -: j..:iz ---r. * The Ajchduks 

• - . wi- ■• i.fiff.-'-. irr-.n^^; rf :be pioiatits 

• I-: ! ■••!i.', ".I,.: -. . ..tc . i ;-:"^ir»rinia .effected 
•.«. .•.•:.-.. . I..: -.=•.•-'. ii.i th.u he was 
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' amTed at Cologne, uttended ouly Lj 
two geijllemeii and a few ^rvoitita. 
The Governor w^m beside biniBelf \vitk 
taryi the Qiteea of Englaiul wsm ia^ 
di^iADt ; the Prmce only ^ agohtei whom 
the measure wa& lE^inlj directed, pre- 
aerred Mb usuid traaqmili^.^ 

Sat^^taiy Wakmgham, aa soon aa the 
lafiws 3-^hed EnglATid, sent for Meet- 
kencke, coLlciigue of Marquia Havr^ in 
the mifiaioii from th^ eatat^a.^ Ha in- 
iorcKied lhB.t fonctiioDEiFy of the gTe<it 
perplexity and escitBinant which, &<:* 
cording: to tofonnatiou received froin 
the Ejoglish resident, Davigon, were 
then ptevuiling in Bvwsb^o, oh ftcoount 
•f the appjTo^voh of the Archduke. 
Someif he &aid, wer@ for receiving him 
at OQfi place, some At Hknothar; othera 
m hivour of forbidding his en- 
ace altogether. Things had beea 
&ciently complicated before, with- 
^eut tbii additional caiiae of eonfueion. 
I J>on John, wag atrength^iiiing himtielf 
ddaljy through the secrH agency of the 
Duke of Guiae jwid hi^ party, Hia 
warlike geuiiia v?m well known, oa well 
as the expensnce of the soldiei^ who 
^^were fast raUjing under his batmer- 
^BDq the other hand, the Duke of 
^B^ttD^n had come to La F^re, and waa 
^^^o raa^i2]g° troops, while to oppose 
H^4ttik crowd of rival enemies^ to deaJ 
^ wfj^ tbiji hoat of impending diBafiters, 
there wu but one man in the Nether- 
^^lands. On the Plrmoe of Orange alone 
^Bptmld the dktr^ted states rely. To 
^Hiia pmdeiiee and valour cnly could 
^^ho Queen look with hopeful eyes. 
The Secrt'tary proceeded to inform tbo 
nvoy, therefore, that her Majesty 
FTOuld feel beT&elf compelled to with- 
" aw ail succour from the etatea if the 
see of Orange were deprived of hi* 
I liadfflship ; f or i t woa upon that leader- 
jidp only that fibs had relied for ob- 
taiaii^ A »uG€QSBfvX renidt. She was 
qoite mdkpoBcd to encounter indents 
iidk irith an impoHiibility of pmiit.^ 
Me&tkercke Ti^pHed to the Secretary 
_ obfterving, that the great noblea of 
lite Iind had been nnanimous in deglr- 
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iug a iiew Govemor-Generil at ^i* 
j unoture. They hod thought MattkiBiy 
with a strong Council of States com- 
posed of nutive Ketheriandera, to con- 
trol himj likely to pro ire a eemcsabla 
candidate for tho po&t. They hod rea^ 
son to believe that, after be should be 
received^ the Emperor would be recon- 
ciled to the meaBure, and that by hia 
intorcesaion the King of Sp\in would 
be likewiae induced to acquiesce,* He 
alludedj, moreoveTp to the ouufereuce 
between the Marquis of Havi*^ and 
Orsusge at Gert^ruydenberg, and quoted 
the opinion of the Frmee that it would 
be unwise^ after the invitation had 
been given, io instilt the Arahduke 
and hifl whole imperial house, by treat- 
ing him with indignity upon his arrival 
It was inevitablo^ aaid the envoy, that 
diftbtreneee of opinion should e^t in 
large a^embliea; but accordiog to infor- 
mation which he had recently receiv ed 
from Marquia Havrdj then ;n BruEsels, 
afBa.ira h.vl alretidy became smooth, 
agskin. At tbe conclut^lou of the con- 
f^^ence, WaJsingham repeated empha- 
ticallj^ tlmt the o^y condition upon, 
which the Queea would continue her 
succour to the Netherlands waB, that 
the Prince should be forthwith ap* 
pointed Lieutenant-General for the 
Archduk^^ 

The immediate reault of this move- 
mcQt was, that Matthias was received 
at Antwerp by Orange at the head of 
two thousand cavalry, and attended 
by a vast concourse of inhabitank.^ 
Had the Prince chosen a contrary 
course, the Archduke might have been 
©ompeOed to return, somewhat ridicu- 
lously, to Vienna; but, at the same 
time, the anger of the Emperor and of 
all Germany would have been aroused 
against Orange and the cause he served. 
Had the Princei on the contrary, aban* 
doned the field liim^ulf, and returned 
to Holland, he would havo left the 
game in the Imnd^ of hia advenaries. 
Ever since be had made what Ms 
bro^^r John called that ''dangerous 
gj^ws-joumey" to Emasela,^ his in- 

* Bor, iJ. SOS, 000. ' Ibfd. 

* Ibii * Ibid., ad. &00- 
" Ibid.t xL 900. Metopen, vu. 

f ♦*^^^* wio mau'ji achteii modit, swat 
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fluence had been culminating daily, 
and the jealousy of the great nobles 
rising as rapidly. Had he now allowed 
himself to be driven from his post, he 
would have exactly fulfilled their ob- 
ject. By remaining, he counteracted 
their schemes. By taking Matthias 
wholly into his own possession, he 
obtained one piece the more in the 
great game which he was playing 
against his antagonist in the EscoriaL 
By making adroit use of events as they 
arose, he made the very waves which 
were to siok him, carry his great cause 
triumphantly onward. 

The first result of the invitation to 
Matthias was the election of Orange 
as Kuward of Brabant.^ This office 
was one of great historical dignity, but 
somewhat .anomalous in its functions. 
The province of Brabant, having no 
Bi>ecial governor, was usually consi- 
dered under the immediate superin- 
tendence of the Governor-General. 
As the capital of Brabant was the 
residence of that functionary, no in- 
convenience from this course had been 
felt since the accession of the house of 
Burgundy. At present, however, the 
condition of affairs was so peculiar — 
the seat of government being empty 
without having been permanently 
vacated — that a special opportunity 
wiw olfered for conferring both honour 
and power on the Prince. A Ruward 
was not exactly dictator, although his 
authority was universal. He was not 
exactly ])rotoctor, nor governor, nor 
Htad holder. His functions were im- 
liiuited as to time — ^therefore superior 
to those of an ancient dictator ; they 
were commonly conferred on the 
natural heir to the sovereignty — 
therefore more lofty than those of 
onlinaiy stadholders. The individuals 
who had previously held the office in 
the Netlierlands had usually reigned 
afterwards in their own right. Duke 
Albert, of the Bavarian line, for ex- 
ample, had been Ruward of Hainault 



giilKTolson, so do8 Hem Printz ahnhero und 
^chii liniKScl — thuii musseu," etc., etc. — 
Archives et Correspondauce, vi 215. 

1 Iloofd, xii. 532. Wagonaer, \il in. 

* Wagonacr, iii. 804 (in 1S87, a.d.>. 
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and Holland, for thirty yean, during 
the insanity of his brother, and on the 
death of Doke William had sacceeded 
to his title.* Philip of Btu^gondy had 
declared himself Ruward of Brabant 
in 1425,' and had shortly afterwards 
deprived Jacqueline of all her titles 
and appropriated them to himself. In 
the one case the regent, in the second 
case the usurper, had become reigning 
prince. Thus tiie movement of the 
jealous nobles against the Prince had 
for its first effect his immediate ap- 
pointment to an office whose chief 
characteristic was, that it conducted 
to sovereignty. 

The election was accomplished thus. 
The '' members," or estates of Brussels, 
together with the deans, guilds, and 
other of the principal citizens of Ant- 
werp, addressed a request to the states 
of Brabant, that William of Orange 
should be appointed Ruward, and 
after long deliberation the measure 
was carried. The tmsolicited honour 
was then solemnly offered to him. 
He refused, and was only, after repeat- 
ed and urgent entreaties, induced to 
accept the office. The matter was* 
then referred to the states-general, 
who confirmed the dignity, after some 
demur, and with the condition that it 
might be superseded by the appoint* 
ment of a govemor-generaL^ He was 
finally confirmed as Ruward on the 
22d of October, to the boundless satis- 
faction of the people, who celebrated 
the event by a solenm holiday in Ant* 
werp, Brussels, and other cities.^ His 
friends, inspired by the intrigues d 
his enemies, had thus elevated the 
Prince to almost unlimited powra*; 
while a strong expression in favour of 
his government had been eiidted from 
the most important ally of the Nether- 
lands — England. It soon rested witli 
himself only to assume the goyem- 
ment of Flanders, having been elected 
stadholder, not once only, but. many 
times, by the four estates of that 



« Wflffenaer, iii. 465.— Compare Groen r. 
Prinsterer, vi. 208-210; Strada, ix. 440. 441; 
Wagenaer, Til. 171. 

« Groen -v. Frinst., vi. 208, 209. Btadao^ 
iii. 819, sqq. (cited by Qroen v. Fliii8t.V 

» Hogfd, xii, 628. 
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important province, and having as 
constantly refused the dignity.^ With 
Holland and Zealand devoted to him, 
Brabant and Flanders formally under 
his government, the Netherland capi- 
tal lavishiDg testimonials of affection 
upon him, and the mass of the people 
almost worshipping him, it would not 
have been difficult for the Prince to 
play a game as selfish as it had hither- 
to been close and skilful. He might 
have proved to the grand seigniors 
that tiieir suspicions were just, by 
aasoming a crown which i^ey had 
been intriguing to push from his 
brows. Certainly the nobles deserved 
their defeat. They had done their 
best to circumvent Orange, in all ways 
and at all times. They had paid their 
court to power when it was most 
powerful, and had sought to swim on 
the popular tide when it was rising. 
He avenged himself upon their perfidy 
only by serving his country more faith- 
ful^ than ever, but it was natural 
that he should be indignant at the 
oondact of these gentlemen, " children 
of good houses" (in his own words), 
''iasue of worthy sires,'* whose fathers, 
at least, he had ever loved and hon- 
oured.' 

" They serve the Duke of Alva and 
the Qnmd Commander like varlets,"' 
he cried; "they make war upon me 
to the knife. Afterwards they treat 
with me, they reconcile themselves 
with me, they are sworn foes of the 
Spaniaid. Don John arrives, and they 
follow him; they intrigue for my 
Toim Don John fails in his enter- 
prise upon Antwerp citadel; they 
quit him incontinently and call upon 
me. No sooner do I come than, 
against their oath and without pre- 
-viouB oonununication with the states 
or myself, they call upon the Arch- 
dnke Matthias. Are the waves of the 
■ea more inconstant — ^is Euripus more 
than the counsels of such 
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While these events were occuring 
at Brussels, and Antwerp, a scene of a 
different nature was enacting at Ghent. 
The Duke <rf Aerschot had recently 
been appointed to the government of 
Flanders by the State Council/ but 
the choice was exceedingly distasteful 
to a large number of the iirfiabitants. 
Although, since the defeat of Don 
John's party in Antwerp, Aerschot 
had again become "the affectionate 
brother" of Orange, yet he was known 
to be the head of the cabal which had 
brought Matthias from Vienna. Flan- 
ders, moreover, swarmed with converts 
to the Reformed religion,* and the 
Duke's strict Romanism was well 
known. The people, therefore, who 
hated the Pope and adored the Prince, 
were furious at the appointment of 
the new Governor ; but by dint of pro- 
fuse promises regarding the instant 
restoration of privileges and charters 
which had long lain dormant, the 
friends of Aerschot succeeded in pre- 
paring the way for his installation.** 

On the 20th of October, attended by 
twenty-three companies of infantry 
and three hundred horse, he eame to 
Ghent. '^ That famous place was still 
one of the most powerful and tiu'bulent 
towns in Europe. Although dimi- 
nished in importance since the com- 
mercial decline which had been the 
inevitable result of Philip's bloody 
government, it was still swarming with 
a vigorous and dangerous population,^ 
and it had not forgotten the days 
when the iron tongue of Roland could 
call eighty thousand fighting men to 
the city banner.* Even now, twenty 
thousand were secretly pledged ^^ to 
rise at the bidding of certain chieftains 
resident among them, noble by birth, 
warmly attached to the Reformed re- 
ligion, and devoted to Orange. These 
gentlemen were perfectly conscious 
that a reaction was to be attempted in 
favour of Don John and of Catholicism, 
through the agency of the newly-ap- 



« Meteren, vii. 126. Van d. Vynckt. ii. 279. 

f Meteren, Van d. Vynckt, ubi sup. Bor, 
xi. 903. 

8 Van d. Vynckt, ii. 276, 277. 
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ri«:i*.h<;r T'^r.T, The OiJt 'Lfrrr-rHO* 

in t;,*; f-st-rr-iVA fomi*:<l '^.f Liir. "sria. 
tha*. fr-^rr,*: c//r:.-:d«:T«i Jjim a deep ar.d 
<Uri;er'/:5» tr-iv/r; others that he wa* 
rather f'y.!>h thAn rrAiicio^is,^ iad 
ifjore ;ii: *;];.' V-» rjin a ;?'xyi ca^ioe than 
i/} hiWhz.ftH the irit^rerta oi & h^ ote. 
The Jeviera of the jf^jyihtr partv at 
Ghent >-fe!!evfc^l him dan^erouB. They 
felt <Art3i;rj tti^it it waa the deeply laid 
dtifAWji of the Catholic noV^leiJ — foiled 
ail th';y li/i/i h/'ren in the objects with 
uhich they lia/i brought Mattliiaa.from 
Vienna, arnl enraged aii they were that 
the only re.-,iilt of that movement had 
T^en Uj eHtfjtblJj^h the jK»wer of Orange 
v.]nm a firrrjer >./aiiia — to set up an 
oi/f^i«ing influence in Ghent. Flandera, 
in the jtfmacMiftn of the Catholicii, was 
iff weigh up Bral^ant, with ita recent 
tcndencicB t/> t^^Ieration. Aerschot 
wan to counteract the echemes of 
Orange. Matthias was to be with- 
drawn from the influence of the great 
lieretic, and Vje yet compelled to play 
the part set down for him by those 
who had pjL'iced him upon the stage. 
A largo iKjrtion, no doubt, of the 
Bchenii^ here suggested, was in agita- 
tion, but the actors were h.ardly equal 
to the drama which they were attempt- 
ing. The intrigue was, however, to 
l>e fnistrated at once by the hand of 
Orange, acting as it often did from 
beneath a cloud. 

Of all the chieftains i)osse8sing in- 
fluence with the inhabitants of Ghent, 
two young nobles, named Ryhove and 
Iinbize, wore the most conspicuous.^ 
]3otIi were of ancient descent and 
broken fortunes, both were passion- 
ately attached to the Prince, both were 
inspired with an intense hatred for all 
that was Catholic or Spanish. They 
hod travelled further on the reforming 
]>ath than many had done in that day, 
and might even be called democratic 
in their notions. Their heads were 
1 ille<l with visions of Greece and Rome; 
the praise of rej)ublics was ever on 



their Ifps : aad ther arowed to i^eir 
JTzfr- y^ aasrJCsaseB that it wh already 
feaefr.Ce zo o-.-mpoee a commonwealth 
like iLiZ. *A the Swis Cantoiu oat of 
the serentecn Netherlanda.' They 
were re«rarded as dreamers by some, 
as desperadoes by others. Few bad 
cox;£dence in their capacity or their 
purity; but Onmge, who knew man- 
kind, reoogniaod in them useful in- 
struments for any hazardous enter- 
prise. They delighted in stratagems 
and sudden feats of arms. Audacious 
and cruel by temperament^ they were 
ever most happy in becoming a por- 
tion of the desolation which popular 
tumults engender. 

There were several excited meetings 
of the four estates of Flanders immedi- 
ately after the arrival of the Duke of 
Aerachot in Ghent^ His coming bad 
been preceded by extensive promises, 
but it soon became obvious that their 
fulfilment was to be indefinitely de- 
ferred. There was a stormy session 
on the 27th of October, many of the 
clergy and nbbiliiy being present, and 
comparatively few members of the 
third estate. Very violent speeches 
were made, and thr^ts openly uttered, 
that the privileges, about which so 
much noise had been heard, would be 
rather curtailed than enlai^ed under 
the new administration. At the same 
session, the commission ol Aerschot 
was formally presented by Champagny 
and Sweveghem, deputed by the State 
Council for that purpose.^ Champagny 
was in a somewluit anomalous position. 
There was much doubt in men's minds 
concerning him. He had seemed lately 
the friend of Orange, but he was cer- 
tainly the brother of Granvelle. His 
splendid but fruitless services during 
the Antwerp Fury had not been for- 
gotten, but he was known to be a de> 
termined Catholic. He was a hater 
of Spaniards, but no lover of ix>pular 
liberty. The nature of his sentiments 
towards Orange was perhaps unjustly 
suspected. At any rate, two or three 
days after the events which now oc- 



» " Hod plurhmo oTciHtimant euin stultitia 

1)i>linH «|U{mi iM:i]iti& pucciuiso."— Laiuruot. 
ip. Hir.. 1. H. :j07. 
^ Vuii d. \'yiickt, ii. ii74, sqq. 



« ibid, ii. 284, 285. 

« Ibid., ii. 276, sqq. Meteren, vii. 120. 

s Metoreo, vii. 126». Hoofd, xii, 638. 
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capj our attention, he wrote him a 
private letter, in which he assured 
him of Mb attadunent. In reference 
to the complaints of the Prince, that 
he had not been seconded as he ought 
to h^ve been, he said, moreover, that 
he could solemnly swear hever to have 
seen a single individual who did not 
hold the Prince in admiration, and 
who was not affectionately devoted to 
him, not obIj by public profession, but 
by private sentiment.^ There was little 
doubt entertained as to the opinions 
held by the rest of the aristocratic party, 
then commencing their manoDuvres in 
Ghent Their sentiments were uttered 
^ with sufficient distinctness in this re- 
markable session. 

Hessels, -the old Blood CSouncillor, 
was then resident in Ghent, where he 
discharged high governmental func- 
tions. It was he, as it will be remem- 
bered, who habitually fell asleep at 
that horrible council board, and could 
only start from his naps to shout " ad 
patibulum," while the other murderers 
had found their work less narcotic. A 
letter from Hessels to Count de Reuz, 
late royal governor of Flanders, was 
at the present juncture intercepted.^ 
Perhaps it was invented, but genuine 
or fictitious, it was circulated exten- 
sively among the popular leaders, and 
had the effect of proving Madame de 
Hessels* a true prophet. It precipi- 
tated the revolution in fknders, and 
soon afterwards cost the Councillor 
his life. "We have already brought 
many notable magistrates of Flanders 
over to the side of his Highness Don 
John," wrote Hessels. "We hope, 
after the Duke of Aerschot is gover- 
nor, that we shall fully carry out the 
intentions of his Majesty and the plans 
of his Highness. We shall also know 
hew to circumveat the acandalona heretic 
wUh all his cuihererUs and foUowers." ^ 



t Axchives de la If aison d'Orange. vi. 226. 

• Bor, xi. 906». » Ibid., 905. 

• Archivea de la Maiaon d'Orange, vi. 220. 
-^Jompsre the remarka of Groen v. Prin- 
■fisrer; Bor, ad. 228. 

• Metaren, vii. 120. Bor, zi. 903, sqq. 

• Meceran, vi 120b. Hoofd, xiL 533.— 
Bar intoely obnrves that it was guppasrd 
that Byhove had visited Orange duiing bis 
hriflf absaoce from Ghent Meteren, how- 
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Certainly, if this letter were true, it 
was high time for the friends of the 
"scandalous heretic" to look about 
them. If it were a forgery,* which 
is highly probable, it was ingeniously 
imagined, and did the work of truth. 
The revolutionary party, being in a 
small minority in the assembly, were 
advised by their leaders to bow before 
the storm. They did so, and the 
bluster of the reactionary party grew 
louder as they marked the apparent 
discomfiture of their foes. They 
openly asserted that i^e men who 
were clamouring for privileges should 
obtain nothing but halters. The buried 
charters should never be resuscitated ; 
but the spirit of the dead Emperor, 
who had once put a rope around the 
necks of the insolent Ghenters, still 
lived in that of his son. There was 
no lack of denunciation. Don John 
and the Duke of Aerschot would soon 
bring the turbulent burghers to their 
senses, and there would then be an 
end to this renewed clamour about 
musty parchments.** Much indigna- 
tion was secretly excited in the as- 
sembly by such menaces. Without 
doors the subterranean flames spread 
rapidly, but no tumult occurred that 
night. Before the session was over, 
Ryhove left the city, pretending a 
visit to Toumay. No sooner had he 
left the gates, however, than he tinned 
his horse's head in the opposite direc- 
tion, and rode off post haste to Antwerp. 
There he had a conference with Wil- 
liam of Orange,^ and painted in lively 
colours the alarming position of affairs. 
" And what do you mean to do in the 
matter?" asked the Prince rather 
drily.^ Ryhove was somewhat dis- 
concerted. He had expected a violent 
explosion ; well as he knew the tran- 
quil personage whom he was address- 
ing. " I know no better counsel,*' he 



ever, gjives a minute account of their inter- 
view, in which he is followed by Hoofd, 
who hod additional sources of information. 
Compare Groen v. Prinst., vi. 217. 218; 
Wagonaer, vii. 177; V. d. Vynckt, ii. 279, 
280, et aL 

T «' Waer toe den Prince niet anders en 
wiste op te 8^;gheu dnn vraeghde wat 
raedt?"— Meteren, vii. 126«'. Hoofd, xil. 
633. 
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hands wiih him at parting. The con- 
Bpirator immediately mounted, and 
rode off towards Gheut. During his 
absence there had been much turbu- 
lence, but no decided outbreak, in that 
city. Imbize had accosted the Duke 
of Aerschot in the street, and de- 
manded when and how he intended to 
proclaim the restoration of the ancient 
charters. The haughty Duke had en- 
deavoured to shake off his importu- 
nate questioner, while Imbize per- 
sisted, with increasing audacity, till 
Aerschot lost his temper at last. 
"Charters, charters!" he cried in a 
rage; "you shall learn soon, ye that 
are tiius howling for charters, that we 
have still the old means of making you 
dumb, with a rope on your throats. 
I tell you this — were you ever so 
much hounded on by the Prince of 
Ctomge.^i 

The violence of the new governor 
excited tiie wrath of Imbize. He 
broke from him abruptly, and rushed 
to a rendezvous of his confederates, 
every man of whom was ready for a 
desperate adventure. Groups of ex- 
cited people were seen vociferating in 
different places. A drum was heard 
to rattle from time to time. Never- 
theless, the rising timiult seemed to 
Bubeide again after a season, owing 
partly to the exertions of the magis- 
trates, }>artly to the absence of Ryhove. 
At four in the afternoon that gentle- 
man entered tiie town, and riding 
directly to the head-quarters of the 
conspiracy, was incensed to hear that 
the work, which had begun so bravely, 
had been sJlowed to cool. "'Tis a 
time," he cried, " for vigilance. If we 
deep now, we shall be dead in our 
beds before morning. Better to fan 
the fire which has begun to blaze in 
the people's heart. Better to gather 
the fruit while it is ripe. Let us go 
forward, each with his followers, and 
I pledge myself to lead the way. Let 
128 scuttle the old ship of slavery ; let 

1 Meteren, vii. 127. Hoofd, xii. 534. Van 
d. Vynokt, iL 280. 

* JUoofkL Meteren, ubi sup. Bor, zL 903, 
001 

s Daar (xeyde Ifi^em hicrop) hoor ik 
epQ* man spreeken," etc. —Ibid., Meteren, 
Tii.127. 
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us hunt the Spanish Inquisition, once 
for all, to the hell from whence it 
came ! " ' 

"There spoke the voice of a man ! "• 
cried the Flemish captain, Mieghem. 
one of the chief conspirators; ''lead 
on, Ryhove, I swear to follow you as 
far as our legs will carry us." Thus 
encouraged, Ryhove rushed about the 
city, calling upon the people every- 
where to rise. They rose sdmost to a 
man. Arming and mustering at dif- 
ferent points, according to previous 
arrangements, a vast number assem- 
bled by toll of bell, after nightfall, on 
the public square, whence, under com- 
mand of Ryhove, they swept to the 
residence of Aerschot at Saint Bavon. 
The guards, seeing the fierce mob ap- 
proaching, brandishing spears and wav- 
ing torches, had scarce time to close 
the gates, as the people loudly de- 
manded entrance and the delivery to 
them of the Governor. Both claims 
were refused. "Let us bum the birds 
in their nests," cried Ryhove, without 
hesitation.* Pitch, light wood, and 
other combustibles, were brought at 
his command, and in a few moments 
the palace would have been in flames, 
had not Aerschot, seeing that the in- 
surgents were in earnest, capitulated. 
As soon as the gates were open, the 
foremost of the mob rushed upon him, 
and would have torn him limb from 
limb, had not Ryhove resolutely inter- 
fered, and twice protected the life of 
the Governor, at the peril of his own.' 
The Duke was then made a prisoner, 
and, under a strong guard, was con- 
veyed, still in his night-gown, and 
bare-footed, to the mansion of Ryhove. 
All the other leading members of the 
Catholic party were captiu-ed, the 
arrests proceeding till a late hour in 
the night. Rassinghem, Sweveghem, 
Fisch, De la Porta, and other promi- 
nent members of the Flemish estates 
or council, were secured, but Cham- 
pagny was allowed to make his escape.® 

* Meteren, vii 127. Hoofd, xii. 635. Bor, 
xi.905. 

» Hoofd, xii. 635. Meteren, viL 127. Van 
d. Vynckt, ii. 282. 

• "Zoo dat hy veireyst, verborgbon, oft 
door gunetc, verschoont moet goweest zyu." 
•Hoofd, xiL 635. 
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The Bishops of Bruges and Ypres were 
less fortunate. Blood-councillor Hes- 
sels, whose letter — ^genuine or counter- 
feited — ^had been so instrumental in 
hastening this outbreak, was most 
carefully guarded, and to him and to 
Senator Fisch tiie personal conse- 
quences of tiiat night's work were to 
be very tragic. 

Thus audaciously, successfully, and 
hitherto witiiout bloodshed, was the 
anti-Catholic revolution commenced in 
Flanders. The event was the first of a 
long and most signal series. The deed 
was done. The provisional govern- 
ment was established, at the head of 
which was placed Ryhove, to whom 
oaths of allegiance were rendered, sub- 
ject to the future arrangements of the 
states-general and Orange. On the dth 
of November, the nobles, notables, and 
community of Ghent published an ad- 
dress, in which they elaborately de- 
fended the revolution which had been 
effected and the arrests which had 
taken place ; while the Catholic party, 
with Aerschot at its head, was declared 
to be secretly in league with Don John 
to bring back the Spanish troops, to 
overthrow the Prince of Orange, to 
deprive him of the protectorate of 
Brabant, to set at nought the Ghent 
treaty, and to suppress the Reformed 
religion.^ 

The effect of this sudden rising of 
the popular party was prodigious 
throughout the Netherlands. At the 
same time, the audacity of such ex- 
treme proceedings could hardly be 
countenanced by any considerable 
party in the states-general. Cham- 
pagny wrote to the Prince of Orange 
that, even if the letter of Hessels were 
genuine, it proved nothing against 
Aerschot,^ and he ui^ed the necessity 
of suppressing such scene of licence 
immediately, through the influence of 
those who could command the passions 
of the mob. Otherwise, he aflfirmed 
that all legitimate forms of justice 
would disappear, and that it would be 
easy to set the bloodhounds upon any 
game whatever. Saint Aldegonde 

1 Address of the Notables, in Bor, xi. 904, 
905. 
> Archives do la If aisou d'Orange^ vL 224. 
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wrote to the Prince, that it would be 
a great point, but a very difficult one, 
to justify the Ghent tnuiBaction; for 
there was little doubt that the HeseeLi 
letter was a forgery." It waa therefore 
as well, no doubt, that the Prince had 
not decidedly committed himself to 
Ryhove's plot, and thus deprived him- 
self of the right to interfere afterwardi, 
according to what seemed the claims of 
justice and sound policy. 

He now sent Arend Van Dorp to 
Ghent, to remonstrate with the leaden 
of the insurrection upon the violence 
of their measures, and to demand the 
liberation of the prisoners — a reqaest 
which was only complied with in the 
case of Aerschot. That nobleman wai 
liberated on the 14th of November, 
under the condition that he woald 
solemnly pledge himself to forget and 
foi^ve the treatment which he had 
received, but the other prisoners were 
retained in custody for a much longer 
period A few weeks afterwards, the 
Prince of Orange visited Ghent, at the 
earnest request of the four estates of 
Flanders, and it was hoped that hk 
presence would contribute to the re- 
storation of tranquillity.^ 

This visit was naturally honoured 
by a brilliant display of " rhetorical** 
spectacles and tableaux vicants; for 
nothinig could exceed the paMon of 
the Netherlanders of that century for 
apologues and charades. In allegoiy 
they f oimd an ever-present comforter 
in tifieir deepest afiiicti<mB. The prince 
was escorted from the Town-gate to 
the Jacob's church amid a blaze of ttf- 
barrels and torches, alth^u^ it wee 
mid-day, where a splendid ezhifaitiaa 
had been arranged by that sovereicn 
guild of rhetoric, "Jesus with tibe 
Balsam Flower." The drama wai 
called Judas Maccabesus, in compli- 
ment to the Prince. In the eentve ol 
the stage stood the Hebrew palrioC» in 
full armour, symbolising the illiat» 
ous guest doing battle for his coontiy. 
He was attended by the three estetee 
of the country, ingeniouslv peraoniied 
by a single individual, who wore the 

s Ibid., vi 219, 220. 

* Bor, zi. 905, 916. The Prinoa euae li 
the city on the 29th of Deoember 1577. 
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yelvet bonnet of a noble, the cassock 
of a priest, and the breeches of a 
burgher.^ Groups of allegorical per- 
sonages were drawn up on the right 
and left ; — Courage, I^triotism, Free- 
dom, Mercy, Diligence, and other 
estimable qualities upon one side, 
were balanced by Miuder, Rapine, 
Treason, and the rest of the sister- 
hood of Crime, on the other. The 
Inquisition was represented as a lean 
afid hungry hag. The " Ghent Pacifi- 
cation " was dressed in cramoisy satin, 
and wore a city on her head for a tur- 
ban ; while, tied to her apron-strings, 
were Catholicism and Protestantism, 
bound in a loving embrace by a chain 
of seventeen links, which she was forg- 
ing upon an anvil. Under the anvil 
was an individual in complete harness, 
engaged in eating his heart; this was 
Discord. In front of tiie scene stood 
History and Rhetoric, attired as " tri- 
umphant maidens, in white garments," 
eadi with a laurel crown and a biun- 
ing torch. These personages, after 
hdding a riiymed dialogue between 
themselves, filled with wonderful con- 
ceits and quibbles, addressed the 
Prince of Orange and Maccabseus, one 
after the other, in a great quantity of 
very detestable verses. 

After much changing of scenes and 
groups, and an enormous quantity of 
lleinish'woven poetry, the "Ghent 
Peace " came forward, leading a lion 
in one hand, and holding a heart of 
pore gold in the other. The heart, 
upon wBich was inscribed Sinceritas, 
was then presented to the real 'Prince, 
as he sat "reposing after the spec- 
tade," and perhaps slightly yawning, 
the ^ft being accompanied by another 
tremendous discharge of complimen- 
tary verses.* After this, William of 
Orange was permitted to proceed to- 
wards the lodgings provided for him, 
bat the magistrates and notables met 
him upon the threshold, and the pen- 

1 '* Beschry vlDghe van het gene dat ver- 
toodit wierd ter inkomste van der Ex- 
eeUentit, dea Prinsen van Orangien, binnen 
dtr 8tad van Ghendt."— Gbeud^ 1678. For 
the history of art in Flanders and Europe 
this little volume, filled, not only with the 
poetiy, but with the designs and arohiteo- 
tuzal embelUahments employed upon this 
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sionary made him a 
Even after the Prince was fairly 
housed, he had not escaped the fangs 
of allegory; for, while he sat at supper 
refreshing his exhausted frame after 
so much personification and metaphor, 
a symbolical personage, attired to re- 
present the town corporation," made 
his appearance, and poured upon him 
a long and particularly dull heroic 
poem. Fortimately, this episode closed 
the labours of the day. 

On the 7th of December 1677, the 
states-general formally declared that 
Don John was no longer Stadholder, 
Governor, nor Captain-General, but an 
infractor of the peace which he had 
sworn to maintain, and an enemy of* 
the fatherland. All natives of the 
country who should shew him favour 
or assistance were declared rebels and 
traitors; and by a separate edict, 
issued the same day, it was ordained 
that an inventory of the estates of such 
persons should forthwith be taken.* 

Thus the war, which had for a brief 
period been suspended during the 
angry, tortuous, and hopeless negotia- 
tions which succeeded the arrival of 
Don John, was once more to be let 
loose. To this point had tended all 
the policy of Orange — faithful as ever 
to the proverb with which he had 
broken off the Breda conferences, 
" that war was preferable to a doubt- 
ful peace." Even, however, as his 
policy had pointed to a war as the * 
necessary forenmner of a solid peace 
with Spain, so had his efforts already 
advanced the cause of internal religi- 
ous concord within the provinces 
themselves. On the 10th of Decem- 
ber, a new act of \mion was signed at 
Brussels, by which those of the Ro- 
man Church and those who had re- 
tired from that communion boimd 
themselves to respect and to protect 
each other with mutual guarantees 
against all enemies whatsoever.* Here 



occasion, is worthy of attention. The pam- 
phlet is very rare. The one used by the 
writer is in the Duncan Collection of the 
Royal Library, Hagu^ 

a Beschry vinghe, etc. » Ibid. 

* Bor, xi. 916. 

» Meteren. vii. 127*. Haraei Ann^^lii. 
268, 269.^It is singular that Bor, Bflyd, 
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was a step beyond the Ghent Pacifica- 
tion. and in the same direction. The 
lirst treaty tacitly intrculuced tolera- 
tion hy snpprestiiinp the riirht of perse- 
cution, but the new uni^n placed the 
Reformed reliirion on a level with the 
f)ld This w;i3 the result of the 
PrinceV etioits: and. in truth, there 
wa8 no lack of eriironiess ainoui: these 
professors of a lairh which had been 
BO long under ban to t»ike advanraze 
of his presence. 0;;: of viiirk alleys, 
remote thickets. si:bTerr:»uean c^-nven- 
ticles. where liiC disstn:ers hod so long 
been tre:::\'liv.c fcr tiieir lives, the op- 
prcssevi r. w c.-.r.ie forth :n:-^ iLe light 
of d.«y. Ti.tv ir..h:'.ge^l ore:ilT:n those 
•for:::* *f ^^ r>Li:> whi/;i persecution 
hr-l .::^V.-.t\i :o r-^g-Ard with as n;uch 
h»'*.y V./iT'r ;"u< the i>a..uIiueLii*n or 
Hcr.'yr.'..*".* !::ystcr:es oi Lo.*ic agcs 
c^^v.'..l ii'.syire. ;i:'..l :::ey w.^rshirievl 
IvM.y ::•..* c,:i::'.oa \.T;d -.i C-jtli.lij 
a::. I r.iri:.ir.. iv. the w.rvls :u.*t c-.l.sc- 
v.:.:\'. :.' :h:".r :i*js:ts. wi-.h;.;: iIre.whL'g 
the ^.V.v: /.s ..u iuc'vit^ihle result «.: 
the^r .;^i.ly-v. 

fhe s.','':.,* '.v.,*. ».'■;•:•:■.■..-;*.. the Pr-tcstvin: 
,v.\*. vV.:h ..,*. hiv.r:s t\:-,:hcr. -.r else 

a".:'^. :h: j.i ;k." -f .i j;:-::u.:i fi'.hir- 
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Dutch RepuUk, [1577. 

: The Union of Brussels had dosed the 
door again. Contrary to the hopes of 

. the Prince of Orange and of the patriots 
who followed in his tracks the sanction 
given to the Roman religion had ani- 
mated the Catholics to fresh arrogance 
and fresh persecution. In the course of 
a few months, the only fruits of the new 
union, from which so much had been 
hoped, were to be seen in imprisiin- 
ments, confiscations, banishments, exe- 
cutions.* The Perpetual Edict, by 
whi?h the fifteen provinces had imited 
in acknowleilging Don John while the 
Protestant stronghold of Holland and 
Zealand had been placed in a state of 
isolation by the wise •.listrust of Orange, 
had widened the breach between Ca- 
th>:<lics and Protestants. The sulxe- 
quent conduct of Don John had con- 
nrmed the suspici'-^ns and demonstrated 
the sajaoity of the Prince. The seizine 
'if y A^iur and the open hostility avowed 
by the Governor once more forced the 
rr.vir-Ccs t: aether. The suppressed 
diiiics '.f nAtionality burst forth again. 
CitL.lio an^ Prr-testant. Fleming and 
HrllAnier. iiistinctively approached 
eaoh other, and felt the necessity of 
svuiiiinc '.-oe inrre shoulder to shoul- 
der in 'irfenje of their c^r-mmon rights. 
The Pri:z:e -f Orange was called for 
hy the uiiiiiziius cry of the whole 
C';v.r:r7, He ciiiie to Brussels. His 
f rst ster. as alreoiiiy narrated, was to 
"iT^^ii .±':ir;r-t:j:i:ns which had been 
ilr^:vdy ri:LZ^ by the votes of the 
sta:c#-^*r--fril The iceasure was re- 
.cz."ii;rreil -.in-icr pretence of adding 
.•«:r!:ai~ i:u:~-.:nirz:s. Th>>se amend- 
•_-.-™:s wfr*r the •mo-.;--.li:i?nal articles 
.: "turr^fn-lTr it."' isevl f-."»r Don John's 
^:,-ti.i-:.-.r^- .n the -.'th of September— 
irti-.lfs -vhi-'h orJili rnly elicit words 
:: -.-.dtzje fr.z: his liTe. 

rh.-4 :ir the Frizoe's object was 
wi.-.- ;■ '-<L:iL A treav-'her-'-is peace, 
'.vhi.h ••'.■.:£••. hi-r iiL-itjurnfd destmctioD, 

i' ' , .v.-.= ■* -■■. '. ■*:•.::_- -.:i? rr-.r.::.*! Freneh 
-. . - . . -i:-: i c- ---::. Ti:c»-.:i- 

■'■ : : «:=.v; ^'.-..r r. •■l>r« VvJt v\n 
■5f.v< '—.\. - 7 '.' .; :i_-:e. Verhasie- 
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WW ftTerted, but a new obstacle to tbe 
development of Mb broad and energetic 
schemes arose in the intrigue which 
brought the Archduke from Vienna. 
The cabals of Orange's secret enemies 
were again thwarted with the same 
adroitness to which his avowed anta- 
gonists were forced to succimib. Mat- 
thias was made the exponent of the 
new policy, the standard-bearer of the 
new union which the Prince now 
succeeded in establishing; for his next 
step was immediately to impress upon 
the provinces which had thus united 
in casting down the gauntlet to a com- 
mon enemy the necessity of uniting in 
a pOTmanent league. One province 
was already lost by the fall of Namur. 
The bonds of a permanent union for 
the other sixteen could be constructed 
of but one material — ^religious tolera- 
tion, and for a moment, the genius of 
Orange, always so far beyond his age, 
succeeded in raising the mass of his 
eonntrymen to the elevation upon 
which he had so long stood alone. 

The "new or nearer Union of 
BmsBols" was signed on the 10th of 
December, eleven months after the 
lonnation of the first imion. This 
was the third and, unfortunately, the 
last confederation of all the Nether- 
lands. The original records have been 
last^ but it is known that the measure 
was accepted unanimously in the 
estates-general as soon as presented.^ 
The leading Catholic nobles were with 
the army, but a deputation, sent to the 
camp, returned with their signatures 
and hearty approval ; with the signa- 
tures and approval of such determined 
Catholics as the Lalains, Meluns, 
Egmont, and La Motte.^ If such men 
could unite for the sake of the father- 
land in an act of religious toleration, 
what lofty hopes for the future was 
not the Prince justified in forming; 
for it was the Prince alone * who accom- 
plished this victory of reason over 
ptasion. As a monument, not only of 
his genius, but of the elevated aspira- 
tions of a whole people in an age of 
intolerance, the "closer Union of 



1 De Jongbe, p. 188. 

« Ibid., pp. 18*-190. 

• Bor, si, 902, 908. 
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Brussels" deserves especial place in 
the history of human progress. Un- 
fortunatelyi it was destined to a brief 
existence. The battle of Gembloius 
was its death-blow, and before the end 
of a month, the union thus hopefully 
constructed was shattered for ever. 
The Netherland people was never 
united again. By the Union of 
Utrecht, seven states subsequently 
rescued their existence, and lived to 
construct a powerful republic. The 
rest were destined to remain for cen- 
turies in the condition of provinces to 
a distant metropolis, to be shifted 
about as make-weights in political 
balances, and only in our own age 
to come into the honourable rank of 
independent constitutional states. 

The Prince had, moreover, strength- 
ened himself for the coming struggle 
by an alliance with England. The 
thrifty but politic Queen, fearing the 
result of the secret practices of Alen9on 
— ^whom Orange, as she suspected, still 
kept in reserve to be played off, in case 
of need, against Matthias and Don 
John — ^had at last consented to a treaty 
of alliance and subsidy. On the 7th 
of January 1578, the Marquis Havrd, 
envoy from the estates, concluded an 
arrangement in London, by which the 
Queen was to lend them her credit — 
in other words, to endorse their obliga- 
tions, to the amoimt of one hundred 
thousand pounds sterling. The money 
was to be raised wherever the states 
might be able to negotiate the bills, 
and her liability was to cease within a 
year. She was likewise to be collater- 
ally secured by pledges from certain 
cities in the Netherlands.* This amount 
was certainly not colossal, while the 
conditions were sufficiently parsimoni- 
ous. At the same time a beginning 
was made, and the principle of subsidy 
was established. The Queen, further- 
more, agreed to send five thousand 
infantry and one thousand cavalry to 
the provinces, under the command of 
an officer of high rank, who was to 
have a seat and vote in the Netherland 
Council of State.* These troops were 



8 Jonghe, p. 185, seq. Meerbeck. Chronyk., 
p. 488. 
« Meteren, viL 127, 128. Bor, xL 902, 9CS. 
T 
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to be paid by the proTinoeB, but 
fumifihed by the Queen. The estates 
were to form no treaty without her 
knowledge, nor undertake any move- 
ment of importance without her con- 
sult. In case she should be herself 
attacked by any foreign power, the 
provinces were to aasist her to the 
same extent as the amount of aid now 
afforded to themselves ; and in case of 
a naval war, with a fleet of at least 
forty ships. It had already been 
arranged that the appointment of the 
Prince of Orange as Lieutenant-€^eral 
for Matthias was a sine qua non in any 
treaty of assistance with England. 
Soon after the conclusion of this con- 
vention, Sir Thomas Wilkes was de- 
spatched on a special mission to Spain, 
and Mr Ley ton sent to confer privately 
with Don John.^ It was not probable, 
however, that the diplomatic skill of 
either would make this new arrange- 
ment palatable to Philip or his (Gover- 
nor. 

Within a few days after their signa- 
ture of this important treaty, the 
Prince had, at length, wholly succeed- 
ed in conquering the conflicting pas- 
sions in the states-general, and in re- 
conciling them, to a certain extent, 
with each other. The closer union 
had been «^cepted, and now thirty 
articles, which had been prepared 
under his superintendence, and had 
already on the 17th of December been 
accepted by Matthias, were established 
as the fundamental terms, according 
to which the Archduke was to be 
received as Govemor-QeneraL* No 
power whatever was accorded to the 
young man, who had come so far with 
eager and ambitious views. As the 
Prince had neither solicited nor de- 
sired a visit which had, on the con- 
trary, been the result of hostile ma- 
chinations, the Archduke could hardly 
complain that the power accorded him 
was but shadowy, and that his pre- 
sence was rendered superfluous. It 
was not surprising that the common 



I Bor, xi. 900-908. Meteren, ubi sup. 

a See tho articles at full in Bor, xi. 727- 
929. In the notes of De lieiffeuberg tx) Van 
d. Vyiickt, ii. a68-383 ; and in Motoron, vii. 
129, they are (fivou with much lesa exact- 
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people gave him the name of Oreffier, 
or registering derk to the Prince ; ^ 
for his functions were almost limited to 
the irigrning of acts which were coon- 
tersigned by Orange. Aooording to 
the stipulations of the Queen of Eng- 
land, and the views of the whole 
popular party, the Prince remained 
Ruward of Brabant, notwithstanding 
the appointment of a nominal Gover- 
nor-General, by whom his 0¥m duties 
were to be superseded. 

The articles which were laid down 
as the basis upon which the Archduke 
was to be accepted, composed an ample 
representative constitution, by which 
all the legislative and many of the 
executive powers of government were 
bestowed upon the states-general or 
upon the oouncU by them to be elect- ' 
ed. To avoid remaining in the condi- 
tion of a people thus left without a 
head, the states declared themselves 
willing to accept Matthias as Governor- 
General, on condition of the King's 
subsequent approbation, and upon the 
general basis of the Ghent treaty. 
The Archduke, moreover, was to take 
an oath of allegiance to the King and 
to the 8tate»-general at the same time. 
He was to govern the land by the 
advice of a state-council, the members 
of which were to be appointed by the 
states-general, and were "to be native 
Netherlanders, true patriots, and nei- 
ther ambitious nor greedy."* In all 
matters discussed before the state* 
council, a majority of votes was to 
decide. The Governor-General, with 
his Council of State, should conclude 
nothing concerning the common affairs 
of the nation — such as requests, loans, 
treaties of peace or declarations of war, 
alliances or confederacies with foreign 
nations — without the consent of the 
states-general. He was to issue no 
edict or ordinance, and introduce no 
law, without the consent of the same 
body duly assembled, and representing 
each individual province.* A majority 
of the members was declared necessary 



ness. — Compare the remarks of Oiooi vu 
Prinsterer, Archives, vi. 269, 260. 
8 Tassis, iv. 290. 

* "Getrouvre en goede patrlotten 
wesonde ambitieus of gierig:.*'— Art. 4. 

* Ai-t. 8. 
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to a qvimum of the cotmciL All acts 
and despatches were to be drawn up 
by a member of the board. The 
states-general were to assemble whefttt 
where, cmd cm often <u, and remain in 
session as long as, they might think it 
expedient^ At the request of any 
u^yidual province, concerning mat- 
ters about which a conyention of the 
generality was customary, the other 
states should be bound to assemble 
without waiting for directions from 
the Qovemor-GeneraL* The estates 
of each particular province were to 
assemble at their pleasure. The gover- 
nor and Council, with advice of the 
states-general, were to appoint all the 
principEd military officers. Troops 
were to be enrolled and garrisons es- 
tablished by and with the consent of 
the states. Governors of provinces 
were to be appointed by the Qovemor- 
G^eral, with advice of his council, 
and with the consent of the estates of 
the province interested. All military 
afhirs were to be conducted during 
war by the governor, with advice of 
his council, while the estates were to 
have absolute control over the levy- 
ing and expenditure of the common 
ftmds of the country.* 

It is sufficiently plain from this 
brief summary, that the powers thus 
eonferred upon Matthias alone, were 
ahK>lutely null, while those which he 
mij^t exercise in conjunction with 
the state-council were not much more 
cztensiye. The actual force of the 
govenunent — legislative, executive, 
and administrative — was lodged in 
the general assembly, while no autho- 
rity was left to the King, except the 
nominal right to approve these revo- 
lutionary proceedings, according to 
the statement in the preamble. Such 
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a reservation in favour of his Majesty 
seemed a superfluous sarcasm. It was 
furthermore resolved that the Prince 
of Orange should be appointed Lieu- 
tenant-General for Matthias, and be 
continued in his office of Ruward.* 
This constitution, drawn up under the 
superintendence of the Prince, had 
been already accepted by Matthias, 
while still at Antwerp, and upon the 
18th of January 1578, the ceremony 
of his inauguration took place. 

It was the third triumphal process 
sion which Brussels had witnessed 
within nine months. It was also the 
most brilliant of all ; for the burghers, 
as if to make amends to the Archduke 
for the actual nullity to which he had 
been reduced, seemed resolved to raise 
him to the seventh heaven of allegory. 
By the rhetorical guilds he was re^ 
garded as the most brilliant constel- 
lation of virtues which had yet shone 
above the Flemish horizon. A bril- 
liant cavalcade, headed by Orange, 
accompanied by Count John of Nas^ 
sau, the Prince de Chimay and other 
notables, met him at Vilvoorde, and 
escorted him to the city gate. On an 
open field, outside the town, Count 
Bossu had arranged a review of troops, 
concluding with a sham-fight, which, 
in the words of a classical contem- 
porary, seemed as " bloody a rencontre 
as thia,t between Duke Miltiades of 
Athens and King Darius upon the 
plains of Attica.*** The procession 
entered the Louvain gate, through a 
splendid triumphal arch, filled with a 
band of invisible musicians. "I be- 
lieve that Orpheus had never played 
so melodiously on his harp," says the 
same authority, "nor Apollo on his 
lyre, nor Pan on his lute, as the city 
waits then performed.*'^ On entering 



1 Aitide IS. > Art 14. 

*ArL 21. — *'Le hizieron jurar," says 
Cabrera^ ** treinta i una condiciones," (one 
artide more, by the way, than the actual 
Bomber, which was thirty— Bor, xi. 927- 
9S9J, *'ixi8tituyendo el gobiemo popular a la 
tra$i que Julio Cesar escrive de los anti- 
goos Flamenooa, que el pueblo tenia el mismo 
mando sobre el Hey, que el sobre pueblo : i 
A ArdddMowa let terviria de eatatua. ".-xii. 
158^. * Bor, xi 927. » Ibid. 

* "Sommare Beschrjrvinghe Van den 
triunphfili^jGke Inoumst van den door luch- 



Ugen Aertahoge Matthias binnen die Frince- 
lijcke Stadt van Brussele." — 't Antwerpen. 
Plantin, 1579. This little contemporary 
publication, drawn up by J. B. Houwaert* 
contains a detailed account of the festivities 
upon this occasion, together with all the 
poems sung and spoken, and well executed 
engravings of the decorations, temples, thea- 
tres, and triimiphal arches. For the literary 
and artistic histoi^ of Flanders and Brabant, 
it is important. Kie copy used by the writer 
is in the "CoUectio Duncaniana" of the Royal 
Library at the Hague. 
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the ^ieisi, Matthias was at once de- 
lirered over to the hands of mjtho 
logy, the btirghers and rhetoricians 
taking poascssion of their illustrioua 
captive, and being determined to outdo 
themselvea in demonstrations of wel- 
come. The representatiTes of the 
"nine nations** of Brussels met him 
in the Ritter-street, followed by a gor- 
geous retinue. Although it was mid- 
day, all bore flaming torches. Al- 
though it was January, the streets 
were strewed with flowers. The 
houses were festooned with garlands, 
and hung with brilliant silks and vel- 
vets. The streets were thronged with 
spectators, and encumbered with tri- 
umphal arches. On the Grande Place, 
always the central scene in Brussels, 
whether for comedies, or tournaments, 
or executions, the principal dramatic 
effects had been accumulated. The 
splendid front of the Hotel de Ville 
was wreathed with scarfs and banners; 
its windows and balconies, as well as 
those of the picturesque houses which 
formed the square, were crowded with 
gaDy-dressed women. Upon the area 
of the place, twenty-four theatres had 
been erected, where a series of magni- 
ficent living pictures were represented 
by the most beautiful young females 
that could be f oimd in the city. All 
were attired in brocades, embroideries, 
and cloth of gold. The^ subjects of 
the tableav^ vivanfs were, of course, 
most classic, for the Netherlanders 
were nothing, if not allegorical; yet, 
as spectacles, provided by burghers 
and artisans for the amusement of 
their fellow-citizens, they certainly 
proved a considerable culture in the 
people who could thus be amused. 
All the groups were artistically ar- 
ranged. Upon one theatre stood Juno 
with her peacock, presenting Matthias 
witli the city of Brussels, which she 
held, beautifully modelled, in her 
liand. Upon another, Cybele gave 
him the keys, Ktsason handed him a 
bridle, Meho a basket of flowers, Wis- 
dom a looking-glasH and two law books, 
Diligence a jKiir of spurs; while Con- 
Htancy, Magnanimity, Prudence, and 
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other Tirtaes, famished him with a 
helmet, corslet, spear, and shield. 
Upon other theatres, Bellona present- 
ed him with several men-at-arms, tied 
in a handle ; Fame gave him her trum- 
pet, and Glory her crown. Upon one 
stage Qointus CurtiuB, on horseback, 
was seen plunging into the jrawning 
\ abyss; upon six others Scipio Afri- 
I canus was exhibited, as he appeared 
' in the most picturesque moments of 
' his career.^ The betmlless Archduke 
had never achieved anything, save his 
• nocturnal escape from Vienna in his 
I night-gown ; but the honest Flemings 
chose to reg^und him as a re-incarnation 
; of those two eminent Romans. Car- 
; ried away by their own learning, they 
I already looked upon him as a myth; 
and such indeed he was destined to 
remain throughout his NetherlaDd 
career. After surveying all these 
wonders, Matthias was led up the 
hUl again to the ducal palace, where, 
after hearing speeches and odes tUl he 
was exhausted, he was at last allowed 
to eat his supper and go to bed. 

Meantime Uie citizens feasted in the 
streets. Bonfires were blazing every- 
where, at which the people roasted 
"geese, pigs, capons, partridges, and 
chickens," while upon all sides were 
the merriest piping and dancing. Of 
a sudden, a fiery dragon was seen flying 
through the air. It poised for a while 
over the heads of the revelling crowd 
in the Grande Place, and then burst 
with a prodigious explosion, sending 
forth rockets and other fireworks in 
every direction. This exhibition, then 
a new one, so frightened the people, 
that they all took to their heels, '^as 
if a thousand soldiers had assaulted 
them,** tumbling over each other in 
great confusion, and so dispersing to 
their homes.^ 

The next day Matthias took the 
oaths as Governor-General, to support 
the new constitution, while the Prince 
of Orange was sworn in as Lieutenant- 
General and Governor of Brabant 
Upon the next a spleodid banquet 
was given them in the grand hall of the 
H6tel de Ville, by the states-general, 



1 yoijiinai-o 13«schr>'viiifiho, etc. 
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and when the cloth was removed. 
Rhetoric made her last and most in- 
genious demonstration, through the 
famous guild of ''Matj with the 
Flower Garland" 

Two individuals — ^the one attired as 
a respectable burgher, the other as a 
cleri<»l personage in gown and bands 
— made their appearance upon a stage, 
opposite the seats of their Highnesses, 
and pronounced a long dialogue in 
rhyme. One of the sp^kkers rejoiced 
in the appellation of the "Desiring 
Heart," tiie other was called "Com- 
mon Comfort*' Common Sense might 
have been more to the purpose, 
but i^peared to have no part in the 
play. Desiring Heart, being of an 
inquisitive disposition, propounded a 
series of puzzling questions, mytholo- 
gical in their nature, which seemed like 
dassical conundrums, having reference, 
mainly, to the proceedings of Venus, 
Neptune, Juno, and other divinities.^ 
They appeared to have little to do 
with Matthias or the matter in hand, 
but Common Comfort knew better. 
That clerical personage, accordingly, 
in a handsome allowance of rhymes, 
informed his despairing colleague that 
everything would end well ; that Ju- 
piter, Diima, Venus, and the rest of 
them would all do their duty, and 
that Belgica would be relieved from 
all her woes, at the advent of a certain 
individual Whereupon cried Desiring 
Heart: 

Oh Common Comfort I who is he T 
His name, and of what fiEimily ? 

To which* Comfort responded by 
mentioning the Archduke, in a poeti- 
cal and highly-complimentary strain, 

1 As for example— 

*' Wanneer sal Jupiter Satnmum verdrij ven? 
Wazmeer sal Neptunus Phaetbon ver- 

drijncken, 
Wumeer sal Hercules Hydram ontlijven, 
Waxmeer salYulcanus laten s\jn hincken," 
etc., etc. 8om. Beschryv. 

Or, in the vernacular— 
When shall Jove his father follow, 
Or briny Nepttme Phaethon swallow, 
Or Hercles ^ve oflf Hydra crimping. 
Or honest Vulcan give up limping, 
Or Brontes cease to forge his thunder? 
An these are wonders upon wonder— 

etc., etc 
« Sommare Beschzyvinghe^ eta, eta 
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with handsome allusions to the inevit- 
able Quintus Curtius and Scipio Afri- 
canus. The concluding words of the 
speech were not spoken, but were 
taken as the cue for a splendid cha- 
rade ; the long suffering Scipio again 
making his appearance, in company 
with Alexander and Hannibal; the 
group typifying the future government 
of Matthias. After each of these heroio 
individuals had spouted a himdred lines 
or so, the play was terminated, and 
Rhetoric took her departure. The 
company had remained at table daring 
this long representation, and now the 
dessert was served, consisting of a 
"richly triumphant banquet of con- 
fectionary, marmalade, and all kinds 
of genteelnesses in sugar." • 

Meanwhile, Don John sat chafing 
and almost frenzied with rage at Na- 
mur. Certainly he had reasons enough 
for losing his temper. Never since 
the days of Maximilian had king's 
brother been so bearded by rebels. 
The Cross was humbled in the dust, 
the royal authority openly derided, 
his Majesty's representative locked 
up in a fortress, while "the accursed 
Prince of Orange" reigned supreme 
in Brussels, with an imperial Arch- 
duke for his private secretary. 

The Governor addressed a long, pri- 
vate, and most bitter letter to the 
Emperor, for the purpose of setting 
himself right in the opinion of that 
potentate, and of giving him certain 
hints as to what was expected of the 
imperial court by Philip and himself. 
He expressed confidence that the im- 
perial commissioners would have some 
effect in bringing about the pacific^- 

> " Hy is van Eeyserlicken stamme ghe- 

boren, 
Aartshertoge Matthias is sijnen name. 
Die genenue staten habben hem ghe- 

coren, 
Voor Gtouvemeur, door syne goete 

&me 
Hy is als Julius Cesar eersame," 

etc., etc. 8om. Beschryv, 

He is formed of fine material. 
And is sprung of race imperial. 
He is brave as Julius Csesar, 

Archduke Matthias is his name ; 
He is chosen Governor-General 

By the states, for his great fame— - 
etc., eta 
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tjini of till* Xctherlamlfl, and protested 
Lin own HtroTi^^ dcriirc ioT Huch a result, 
j»rovidiil alwHVH that the two great 

J\omXA of the (jatholic religion and his 
H.ijoHty'H authority were preserved in- 
tact. " In the h<)i)e that th^we articles 
would Iv niaintJiineil," said he, " I have 
•»inptiiHl fitios and important places of 
thi'ir j^arrinoiw, when I might easily 
h.\vo k«»pt the Holtliers, and with the 
fr'MiiMx the places, against all the 
worhL instiMid of consigning them to 
tlio oaro of men who at this hour 
h:ivo »rinrt in their hand against their 
natund prince." He declared vehe- 
ment ly that in all his conduct, since 
hi* arrival in the pn.)vince8, he had 
lHH?n gt)veniod exclusively by the in- 
t»»re.stM «>f IMiilip. an object which he 
ghould st*Mdily pursue to the end. He 
virjrod. too. th;it the Kniperor, being of 
the Kune house as Philip, and there- 
fon> more «>bligiHl than all others to 
wistAin his ipiaiTol, would do well to 
*H»]>»>use his cause with all the warmth 
|vvxsible. " The forgetfulnosa by v.os- 
mIh." said l>on John, ** of the obedi- 
ouee duo to their Mvereign is so 
d.nijreriMis, that all princes and poten- 
t.ites. e\on those at the moment 
«»\eni]">1 fr^^ni tr»>uble, should assist 
in i^vo]vniinir the reuunly, in onler 
tlinf their subjeot-s also may not take 
it int.^ tlieir heads to do the like, 
/;'■«•*/' hti>i,i o n^titdirious tlitrasf, irhich 
o\> «.»> itiiWtinii ovi' t}(uihhuur alter 
,-. • li : ii' ihi «■//>•/ be vot }m>ni}tthi ap- 
■ ' It W.MS, be aveiTtvl. a despi^ 
..•I. .iito of tliiupi for mi^naivhs, 
x^ ■ .. ii>t', <M. bn\in>:: ob1j^in<Nl sueb 
..n r. i]w \on>evl;»nthM'S ba<i 
. ■ .1 ,1, \. -rill. -loir- l,^\i\l biiii and 

X . ■ iiitl.' Tlu^y sliewed. 

... .X iliiMli.' e.'invi^ all«'ir«Ml 

.. ' . ; . . 1, » iiJ piN <i'\1^4. in 

. ,N • I .!.-,. II I ].«Mj. :»^irt> e.»n- 

, , . 1., , u ill. -ni.vonl otm 

.:. .... I. X •.„.; i,- livi- 
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So many indecent acts had been com- 
mitted prejudicial to religion and to 
his Majesty's grandeur, that the Gover- 
nor avowed his determination to have 
no farther communication with the 
provinces without fresh commands to 
that effect. He begged the Emperor 
to pay no heed to what the states said, 
but to observ^e what they did. He as- 
sured him that nothing oould be more 
senseless than the reports that Philip 
and his Gk)vemor-General in the Ne- 
therlands were negotiating with France, 
for the purpose of alienating the pro- 
vinces from the Austrian crown. PhiUp, 
being chief of the family, and sovereign 
of the Netherlands, could not commit 
the absurdity of giving away his own 
property to other people, nor would 
Don John choose to be an instrument 
in so foolish a transaction.' The Go- 
vernor entreated the Emperor, there- 
fore, to consider such fables as the in- 
vention of malcontents and traitors, of 
whom there were no lack at his court, 
and to remember that nothing was 
more necessary for the preservation of 
the greatness of his family than to 
cultivate the best relations with all iu 
meml^ers. " Therefore," said he, with 
an al^surd affectation of candour. *' al- 
thougli 1 make no doubt whatever that 
the exi)edition hitherwards of the Arch- 
duke Matthias has been made with the 
I l>c8t intentions; nevertheless, many are 
; of opinion that it would have been 
Ix^t t*»r altogether omitted If the Arch- 
duke," he continued, with hardly dis- 
sembled in>ny, " be desirous of taking 
, charge of his Majesty's affairs, it would 
Ix^ jtreferablc to employ himself in the 
euf!t*miarj- manner. Your Majesty 
Wituld do a laudable action by recall- 
ing him fmm this place. acct»Tdini: to 
vimr Majesty's promise to me t--. thit 
efKvt." In conclusion. Don Johnc^-si- 
plained that liiificulties had been pla^^ 
iu liis w.'iv foT making levies of tr>.:if 
ill ilie Kiiipire, while every faciliiy liikl 

.Miiiu ioii'\ A\\\\ vn*t inf<vtAnt au v.-wi:. k 
»"i. tciii!* it pri-in'-ptomcnt xiy cut recjZfiiL'' 

^ ■ - — our <»stft7it ioello chef d* lu zr.€ 

..^ *<::•. 'I lie "m: nMrihiipr v:iie irnvrui-ir:!.-: *•" 
, — I -, vm oi il.Miiior ie Men k"a-.:rr- ■.«: l 
i.<.« o.r.'oi. votiUnus ostxv I'i&Amzuuui ' 
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been afforded to the rebels. He there- 
fore urgently insisted that so unnatural 
and unjust a condition of affairs should 
be remedied.^ 

Don John was not sorry in his heart 
that the crisiB was at last come. His 
chain was broken. His wrath exploded 
in his first interview with Leyton, the 
English envoy, whom Queen Elizabeth 
had despatched to cahn, if possible, 
his inevitable anger at her recent 
treaty with the states.* He knew 
nothing of England, he said, nor of 
France, nor of the Emperor. His 
Catholic Majesty had commissioned 
him now to make war upon these re- 
bellious provinces. He would do it 
with all his heart. As for the Em- 
peror, he would unchain the Turks 
upon him for his perfidy. As for the 
hoighers of Brussels, they would soon 
feel his vengeance.* 

It was very obvious that these were 
not idle threats. War had again 
lm)ken loose throughout these doomed 
provinces. A small but well-appointed 
army had been rapidly collecting under 
the banner of Don John at Luxem- 
burg, Peter Ernest Mansfeld had 
brought many well-trained troops 
from France, and Prince Alexander 
of Parma had arrived with several 
ehoioe and veteran regiments of Italy 
and Spain.* The old school-fellow, 
playmate, and comrade of Don John, 
was shocked on his arrival, to witness 
the attenuated frame and care-worn 
leatures of his imde.' The son of 
Chaiies the Fifth, the hero of Lepanto, 
seemed even to have lost the air of 
majesiy which was so natural to him, 
for petty insults, perpetual crosses, 
seemed to have left their squalid 
traces upon hU features. Neverthe- 
ksB, the crusader was alive again, at 

1 This letter, which has never been pub- 
liahed. is in French, in the handwriting of 
John Baptist de Taasia, and signed by Don 
John. It is dated Luxembourg, 11th of 
January 1578, and is in the conection of 
MSS. in the Brussels AFchives, entitled, 
** BecoDciliation dea Provinces Wallones "— 
tL44-6i. 

9 Bor, xL 081. 

tBor, xLOSl. Hoofd. ziii. 546. 

« Ibid., zii. 932, 938. Ibid. Strada, ix. 460. 

i ** Attenuata non magis valetudine guam 
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the notes of warlike preparations which 
now resoimded throughout the land. 

On the 25th of January he issued a 
proclamation, couched in three lan- 
guages — French, German, and Flemish. 
He declared in this document that he 
had not come to enslave the provinces, 
but to protect them. At the same 
time he meant to re-establish his Ma- 
jesty's authority, and the down-trod 
religion of Rome. He summoned all 
citizens and all soldiers throughout 
the provinces to join his banners, 
offering them pardon for their past 
offences, and protection against here- 
tics and rebels.^ This declaration was 
the natural consequence of the ex- 
change of defiances which had already 
taken place, and it was evident also 
that the angry manifesto was soon to 
be followed up by vigorous blows. 
The army of Don John already num- 
bered more than twenty thousand well- 
seasoned and discipUned veterans.^ He 
was himself the most illustrious chief- 
tain in Europe. He was surrounded 
by lieutenants of the most brilliant 
reputation. Alexander of Parma, who 
had fought with distinction at Lepanto, 
was already recognised as possessing 
that signal military genius which was 
soon to stamp him as the first soldier 
of his age; while Mansfeld, Mondragon, 
Mendoza, and other distinguished offi- 
cers, who had already won so much 
fame in the Netherlands, had now re- 
turned to the scene of their former 
achievements.^ 

On the other hand, the military 
affairs of the states were in confusion. 
Troops in nearly equal numbers to 
those of the royal army had been as- 
sembled, but the chief offices had been 
bestowed, by a mistaken policy, upon 
the great nobles. Already the jealousy 

specie ilia m^estateque fortunatissimi Im- 
peratoris." — Ibid. ^ 

• Proclamation in Bor, xii. 932, flis. Com- 
pare Cabrera, xii. 966. 

7 Bor, xii. 932. Hoofd, xiii. 646, 547, say 
22,300, viz.,— 4000 Spanish, 4000 French, 
6000 Germans, 6800 Walloons, 2600 cavalry; 
total, 22,300; — about 20,000 accordinff to 
Strada, ix. 462. Cabrera asserts that tuere 
were but 10,000 in Don John's army, while 
the forces of the enemy amounted to double 
that number.— xii. 967«. 

• Strada» ix. 467. 
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of Orange, entertuned by their whole 
order, wm painfully apparent. Not- 
withstanding the signal popularity 
which had made his appointment as 
Lieutenant-General inevitable, it was 
not easy for him always to vindicate 
his authority over captious and rival 
magnates.^ He had every wish to 
conciliate the affections of men whom 
he could not in his heart respect, and 
he went as far in gratifying their am- 
bition as comported with his own 
dignity; perhaps farther than was 
consistent with the national interests. 
He was still willing tp trust Lalain, of 
whose good affection to the country he 
felt sure. Ue had even been desirous 
of declining the office of Lieutenant- 
Qeneral, in order to avoid giving that 
nobleman the least occasion to think 
" that he would do him, or any other 
gentleman of the army, prejudice in 
any single matter in the world."' 
This magnanimity had not been re- 
paid with corresponding confidence. 
We have already seen that Lalain had 
been secretly in the interest of Anjou 
ever since his wife and himself had 
lost their hearts to Margaret of Na- 
varre; yet the Count was chief com- 
nmnder of the infantry in the states' 
army then assembled. Robert Melun, 
Yiconite de Gktnd, was commander of 
the cavalry,* but he had recently been 
private envoy from Don John to the 
English Queen.* Both these gentle- 
men, together with Pardieu De la 
Motte, general of the artillery, were 
voluntarily absent from the forces, 
under pretext of celebrating the wed- 
ding of the Seigneur De Bersel with 
the niece and heiress of the imfortu- 
nate Marquis of Bergen.^ The ghost 
of that ill-starred noble might almost 
have seemed to rise at the nuptial 
banriuet of his heiress, to warn the 
traitors of the signal, and bloody mas- 
sacre which their treachery was soon 
to occasion. Philip Egmont, eldest 

1 Btriida, ix. 464. 

• Tjottor of Princo of Orange, Archives de 
la Maison d'Orange. vi. 279. 

• Archives do la Maisou d'Orange, vi. 279. 

• Strada, ix. 468. 

• Ibid, ix. 464, 465. Hoofd, xiM. 648. 

< Letter to the Latidffrave W. de Hesse. — 
AroblvM de la liaison d'Oraoge, vi. 227. 
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son of the funoiu Lunon], was with 
the anny, as was the Seigneor de H&se» 
hero of the State Council's arrest, and 
the unstable HavT^. Bat little was to be 
hoped from soch leaders. Indeed, the 
affiiirs of the states oontlnned to be in 
as perplexed a condition as that which 
honest John of Nassau had described 
some weeks before. ** There were very 
few patriots,** he had said, " but plenty 
of priests, with no lack of inexperienced 
lads — some looking for distinction, and 
others for pell"* 

The two annies had been mustoed 
in the latter days of January. The 
Pope had issued a bull for the benefit 
of Don J<^m, predsely similar to those 
formerly employed in the crusades 
against the Saracens.^ Authority was 
given him to levy contributions upon 
ecclesiastical properly, while full abso- 
lution, at the hour of death, for all 
crimes conmdtted during a whole life* 
time, was proclaimed to those who 
should now join the standard of the 
Cross. There was at least no oon* 
cealment. The Crescent-wearing Zea* 
landers had been taken at their word, 
and the whole nation of Netherlandtn 
were formally banned as unbeUeven. 
The forces of Don John were mustered 
at Marche in Luxemburg ; those of ths 
states in a plain within a few miles of 
Namur.^ Both armies were nearly 
equal in number, amounting to near^ 
twenty thousand each, indudiog a 
force of two thousand cavalry oo 
each side.' It had been the original 
intention of the patriots to attack Doa 
John inNamur. Having learned, hoir> 
ever, that he purposed marching forth 
himself to offer battle, they decided to 
fall back upon Qemblours, which wn 
nine miles distant from that city.^ On 
the last day of January, they aoooid* 
ingly broke up their camp at Saist 
Martins, before dawn, and marched 
towards Gemblours. The chief con- 
mander was De Qoignies, an old soldier 

» See it in Bor, xii. 935*. 

8 Bor, xii. 932, «qq. Hoofd, xiii. 548. 

* All the authorities agree as to the eitt* 
mates of the forces of the states. HooAli 
xiii. 547. Cabrera, xii. 969. Strada, ix.4li» 
et rault. al. 

10 Bor, xii 933. Hoofd, xiii. 547. Stlid^ 
is. 464. 
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of Charlee the Fifth, who had also 
fought at Saint Quintin. The states' 
army was disposed in three divisions. 
The van consisted of the infantry 
regiments of De H^e and Montigny, 
fls^ed by a protective body of light 
horse. The centre, composed of the 
Walloon and Qerman regiments, with 
a few companies of French, and thir- 
teen companies oi Scotch and English 
under Colonel Balfour, was commanded 
by two most distinguished officers, 
Bossu and Champagny. The rear, 
which, of course, was the post of 
responsibility and honour, comprised 
all the heavy cavalry, and was com- 
manded by Philip Egmont and Lumey 
de la Marck. The Marquis Havr^ and 
the Gteneral-in-chief, Goignies, rode to 
and fro, as the army proceeded, each 
attended by his stafif.^ 

The troops of Don John broke up 
£rom before Namur with the earliest 
dawn, and marched in pursuit of the 
retiring foe. In front was nearly the 
whole of the cavalry— carabineers, 
lancers, and heavy cUttgoons. The 
oenlare, arranged in two squares, con- 
sisted chiefly of Spanish infantry, with 
a lesser number of Germans. In the 
rear came the Walloons, marching also 
in a square, and protecting the baggage 
and ammunition. Charles Mansfeld 
had been left behind with a reserved 
force, stationed on the Mouse ; Ottavio 
Qimsaga commanded in front, Ernest 
Hansf^d brought up the rear; while 
in the centre rode Don John himself, 
attended by the Prince of PaiTua. 
Otw his hsaA streamed the crucifix- 
emblazoned banner, with its memor- 
able inscription — In hoc signo vici 
Tmws, in hoc Haereticos vincam.^ 

Small detachments of cavalry had 
been sent forward, imder Olivera and 
Aooeta, to scour the roads and forests, 
and to disturb all ambuscades which 
na^t have been prepared. From 
some stragglers captured by these 
officers, the plans of the retreating 
generaLs were learned. The winter's 



1 Bar, xU. 988, 
Boofd, adU. 648. 



984. Strada, iz. 464. 



* Bor, ziL 938. 
is. 465. 



Hoold, xiiL 549. Stiad^ 



297 

day was not far advanced, when the 
rearward columns of the states' army 
were descried in the distance. Don 
John, making a selection of some six 
hundred cavalry, all picked men, with 
a thousand infantry, divided the whole 
into two bodies, which he placed under 
command of Gonzaga, and the famous 
old Christopher Mondragon.* These 
officers received orders to hang on the 
rear of the enemy, to harass him, and 
to do him all possible damage consistent 
with the possibility of avoiding a gene- 
ral engagement, untU the main army 
under Parma and Don John should 
arrive. The orders were at first strictly 
obeyed. As the skirmishing grew 
hotter, however, Gonzaga observed 
that a spirited cavalry officer, named 
Perotti, had already advanced, with a 
handful of men, much further within 
the reach of the hostile forces than was 
deemed expedient. He sent hastily to 
recall the too eager chieftain. The 
order, delivered in a tone more per- 
emptory than agreeable, was flatly dis- 
obeyed. " Tell Ottavio Gonzaga," 
said Perotti, " that I never yet turned 
my back on the enemy, nor shall I 
now begin. Moreover, were I ever so 
much inclined to do so, retreat is im- 
possible."* The retiring army was 
then proceeding along the borders of a 
deep ravine, filled with mire and water, 
and as broad and more dangerous than 
a river.* In the midst of the skirmish- 
ing, Alexander of Parma rode up to 
reconnoitre. He saw at once that the 
columns of the enemy were marching 
unsteadily to avoid being precipitated 
into this creek. He observed the 
waving of their spears, the general 
confusion of their ranks, and was quick 
to take advantage of the fortunate 
moment. Pointing out to the officers 
about him the opportunity thus offered 
of attacking the retiring army unawares 
in flank, he assembled, with great ra- 
pidity, the foremost companies of 
cavalry already detached from the 
main body. Mounting a fresh and 



s Strada, ix. 465, 466. Hoo«^ xiii. 549. 
Bor, xii. 938, sqq. 

* Strada, ix. 466. 

8 Strada. ubi sup. Bor, xii. 984. Hoold, 
xiU.459r^ 
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poworfnl horse, which Camillo Monte 
Jiold ill romliiieHB fur him, he signified 
hill iiiU*Tition of dojijhing through the 
dai)/<on)iiH ravine, and dealing a stroke 
whtTo it was least expected. "Tell 
Don J4)hn of Aiwtria," he cried to an 
oill(H«r wlioin he sent back to the 
(7oiinimiulur-in-chief, "that Alexander 
of ]*ariiia luut plunged into the abyss, 
to jxtihIi there, or to come forth again 
victorious." * 

The sudden thought was executed 
with lightning-like celerity. In an 
iiirttont the lK>ld rider was already 
vti-^iggling through the dangerous 
Hwanip; in another, his powerful 
chargt^r luul carried him across. Halt- 
ing for a few ininuti>s, lance in rest,' 
till his trooiM \\ivX also forced their 
Itastuigt', gainiHl the level ground un- 
iwrcoivtHl, and suffioieiitly breathed 
lylioir lu>rtM'8, he drew up his little force 
in a ootn|KWt column. Then, with a 
few won U of enctmragement, he launch- 
wl thern at the fi>e. The violent and 
tM>trifly unoxiKH^tetl shock was even 
liioio Htu'i'oHHt'id tluui the IMnce had 
antii*i)>at(Hl. The hostile oavalry reeled 
anil tVll into hopoloos confusion, Eg- 
luont in vain Mtrtving to rally them to 
n^tiMUuice. That name had lost its 
magic, (.utignics also attempteil, with- 
<nit Mucctwi*. to itwtore onler among the 
|»rtnic struck mnks. The sudden con- 
<H^ptiv»u of Tarma, exwutod iw suddenly 
and in nv) brilliant a maimer, had Wen 
dwinivo. Assivultcil in tlank and rear 
at the Hivmo mouumt. and already in 
tonnKH-aiy confusi<.>n, the cavalry of 
tlui ouoniy turnod their Uu'ks iuid fled. 

^ Niiatlu. t\. -Ktti. UC. lUvul. xiii. 549. 

* "v'«>ii ^lliu \\ii\M\ \i\ iHii^iou puAo/'etc, 
«»t\> rnl'U-ln. Ml tn»s. 

* Mti.uiu, no*»ri, U«»i\ ubi sup. — Coirnvrnj 
TiU'toi.*. \ii mlN, tMiy; Motorwn. viii. Iss ; 
ll.Maot .Vuik , Hi. U'M. 'i'Ui TuHHUi, iv. 'i^ 
Vt>^i. v<( luidt. tilt. 

* •• l»oi Villi- It oil Htm wtori qtuMi aoiduto 
oA'MMu." tmyn Huutivvt^luk, *' |hk'Iu i\>Ntar«>n 
Ivtiti " (Vluvtru Ui b'lHUilrtit \. 200.) Ho 
lu'wuvyihiMi tKuiiuHU>Nt>' to cLuiu but thriH) 
tliou«.(iul kitU-U v>u ttio attilcit' tuUo, with H 
l.»i\;o iiuiuUu v>l pn.MtuorM. 

* "Miiiuivtutu <i MitXiitiktiH tHtuitibuA (tot 
•uuu iiuHi|>i>io •tui'ti iluut hU utlllo HO duoiui- 
tiui,i\>ikHH-orD)>u^ikaui.)pi-\lkiuut ittiUmoiuHino 
i(tiv/M. |t.a(iiik vHKNi. ivutiiu ctiptu, uo rvli. 
\\\\UH n.wivitUM iii'i* uiuior vK'to ltcll:itv>rutu 
lUllllbUM M,i^u»hv'\t .lyado (!.'); ilofOilurtiti;) 
•X H«KU« <umIkjm M'- prvU%atut» 
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The centre of the states^ army thus 
left exposed, was now warmly attacked 
by P^unuL It had, moreover, been 
already thro¥m into disorder by the 
retreat of its own horse, as they charged 
through them in rapid and disgraceful 
panic. The whole army broke to 
pieces at once,' and so great was the 
trepidation, that the conquered troops 
had hardly courage to run away. They 
were utterly incapable of combat. Not 
a blow was struck by the fugitives. 
Hardly a man in the Spanish ranks was 
woimded; while, in ihe course of an 
hour and a half, the whole force of the 
enemy was exterminated. It is impos- 
sible to state with accuracy the exact 
numbers slain. Some accounts spoke 
of ten thousand killed, or captive, with 
absolutely no loss on the royal side.^ 
Moreover, this slaughter was effected, 
not by the army under Don John, but 
by so small a fragment of it^ that some 
historians have even set down the 
whole number of royalists engaged at 
the commencement of the action, at six 
hundred, increased afterwards to twelve 
hundred. By this calculation, each 
Spaniard engaged must have killed 
ten enemies with his own hand; and 
that within an hour and a half's space ! ^ 
Other historians more wisely omit the 
exact statistics of the massacre, and 
allow that a very few — ten or eleven, 
at most — were shun within the Spanish 
ranks. This, however, is the utmost 
that is claimed by even the Netherland 
historians, and it is, at any rate, ce»> 
tain that the whole states' army was 
annihilated.^ Rarely had a more bril- 



est." — Strada, ix. 468. Rather too warm 
work even for the Slst of Janiuury. 

• Auot>rdinff to Tassis (iv. 294X seven tboa* 
sand of the states' army were killed or cap- 
tured (the prisoners afterwards having been 
drowned), while only ten royalists were 
kilioil or wounded. According to Haneos 
I (iii. 374), eitfht thousand of the states' army 
wen) slain by two tkoutand royalist tnopt 
(l>eiug four men a-piece for each royabatX 
Ho d(.>es not state that any of the King^s 
soldiers were slain or even wounded Ac- 
cordiu^jr to Cabrera (xii. 968X there were 
more thau seven thousand of the Necber- 
luiul aruiy killed or taken (the namber 
\}t' the prisoners being nowhere stated at 
more than six hundrwl, all of whom wers 
Htlerwards drowned or banged) whUe of the 
i^V^twish tnxtps two were kUled azkd five 
wure wouud^xL According to Bor, thirty 
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liant exploit been performed by a hand- 
ful of cavabry. To the distinguished 
Alexander of Parma, who improyised 
80 fatriking and complete a victoiy out 
of a fortuitous circumstance, belonged 
the whole credit of the day, for his 
quick eye detected a passing weakness 
of the enemy, and turned it to terrible 
account wiUi the promptness which 
comes from genius alone. A whole 
army was overthrown. Everything be- 
bnging to the enemy fell into the hands 
of the Spaniards. Thirty-four stand- 
ards, many field-pieces, much camp 
equipage, and ammimition, besides 
some seven or eight thousand dead 
bodies, and six himdred living prison- 
ers, were the spoils of that winter's 
day.^ Of the captives, some were soon 
afterwards hurled off the bridge at 
JNTamur, and drowned like dogs in the 
Heuse,^ while the rest were all hanged,' 
none escaping with life. Don John's 
clemency was not superior to that of 
his sanguinary predecessors. 

And so another proof was added — if 
proofs were still necessary — of Spanish 
prowess. The Netherlanders may be 
pardoned if their foes seemed to them 
supernatural, and almost invulnerable. 
How else could these enormous suc- 
cesses be accoimted for? How else 
could thousands fall before the Span- 
ish swords, while hardly a single Span- 
ish corpse told of effectual resistance? 
At Jemmingen, Alva had lost seven 
soldiers, and slain seven thousand; in 
the Antwerp Fury, two hundred Span- 



companies were slain, and six hundred men 
taken prisoners on the states' side, while 
Don Jonn lost but ten or twelve men. Hoofd 
accepts the absurd statistics of Strada ; re- 
prating, after that historian, that "twelve 
himdred Spaniards killed six, eight, nay 
even ten thousand of the states' army, 
within one hour and a half, with a loss of 
but ten men on their own side " (ziii. 550). 
Tan Meteren alone, in the teeth of all the 
evidence, doggedly maintains that it was 
not much of a victory after aU, and that there 
were not many states' soldiers slain in the 
action. — " Het gethal der verslagenen war 
niet seer groot" (viii. 133). A contemporary, 
and living near the spot, he certainly mani- 
Uttt» his patriotism by so hardy an asser- 
tion; but we have often noticed the per- 
tinacity of the distinguished chronicler upon 
such points. 

^ Bor, Strada, Hoofd, Haraeus, Heteren, 
Cabrera) ubi sup. et mult. aL 



lards, at most, had fallen, while eight 
thousand bui^hers and states' troops 
had been butchered; and now at Gem- 
blours, six, seven, eight, ten — Heaven 
knew how many — ^thousand had been 
exterminated, and hardly a single 
Spaniard had been slain! Undoubt- 
edly, the first reason for this result 
was the superiority of the Spanish 
soldiers. They were the boldest, the 
best disciplined, the most experienced 
in the world. Their audacity, prompt- 
ness, and ferocity made them almost 
invincible. In this particular action, 
at least half the army of Don John was 
composed of Spanish or Spanish-Italian 
veterans. Moreover, they were com- 
manded by the most renowned captains 
of the age — by Don John himself, and 
Alexander of Parma, sustained by such 
veterans as Mondragon, the hero of 
the memorable submarine expeditions; 
Mendoza, the accomplished cavalry 
officer, diplomatist, and historian; and 
Mansfeld, of whom Don John had 
himself written to the King that his 
Majesty had not another officer of such 
account in all the Netherlands.^ Such 
officers as these, besides Gonzaga, 
Camillo Monte, Mucio Pagano, at the 
head of such troops as fought that day 
under the banner of the Cross, might 
go far in accounting for this last and 
most tremendous victory of the In- 
quisition. On the other hand, although 
Bossu and Champagny were with the 
states' army, yet their hearts were 
hardly with the cause. Both had long 



^ Tassis iv 294 

« Bor, xii.' 934! Hoofd, xiii. 666.— The 
latter historian states that six hundred pri- 
soners were hanged at Namur. Cabrera, on 
the contrary, asserts that Don John liberated 
the Scotch prisoners: *'a Seiscientos Esco- 
seses presos dio libertad Don Juan, mo- 
strando su clemencia." To this very gra- 
tuitous assertion it is a sufficient answer that 
Tassis, who was on the spot, a leading privy 
councillor of Don John, expressly states that 
of the captives the greater part, toho were 
Scotch^ were thrown off Namur bridge into 
the river, " Ac capti, quorum magna pars, 

aui Schoti erant, ex ponte Namuriensi in 
uvium postea prsecipitati," iv. 294. — Com- 
pare Haraei Ann., iii. 274, where it is stated 
that all the prisoners were hanged— " ex- 
templo suspendio necantur." 

* "Y que no tiene aqui otro hombre de 
su estado."— Letter of Don John to Philip. 
Discours iSommier, p. 87i appendix. 
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been lojal, and had earned tnAtiy 
lAurek i^ainst the rebels, wtiilo Cham- 
pOigny wa& still devoutly a PapiHt, and 
WAVered pdufuHy between bia hatred 
t^ hefieay and to Spam. E^nant and 
De H&se were raw^ unpractised lads, 
in whom geniua did not come to supply 
the plEtcu tvl expen«ncs«. The Com- 
tminder, De Ctoignies, waa a veteraa, 
but a veteran wno fakd never gained 
much glory, and the chiefs of the caval- 
ry, infantry, and artillery, were ab^ot 
at the BruBBelfl wedtling. The newB 
of this additional maasacre inflicted 
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opon a nation, for whicb BtTr^ghra and 
I Mi/ntigny hmi laid down their livei 
waa the nuptial benediction for B^^irj 
hen's heiress ; for it was to the * ' 
wedding gu^a upon that occa^oi 
that the disaster waa Justly atbibtiti 
The rank and file of the stc'Ltet^" 
were mainly mercemuies* with wh 
the hope of plunder waa the pre* 
motive ; the chief commanders k 
Bent; while those officers who wci 
the troops were neither heartily f ri«ndlj 
to their own flag, nor snMcien^ 
perionoed to make it respeated^ ' 
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Don John having thng vindicated his 
own military faoie and the amazing 
Huperiority of the Spanish anna, fol- 
lowed up his victory by the mpid re- 
duction of many towna of second-rate 
importance. Louvain, Judoi^e, Tir- 
lorn on t, Aerschoft, Bonvignea, Sichenij 
;Nivelk, RoeuXi Soigniee^ Binch, Beau- 
mont| Walcourt, M*iiil)eugej and Chi- 
may, either submitted to their con- 
queror, or were taken niter ahort sieges. 
The uBualatroeititJii were inflicted upon 
the unfortunate inhabitants of towng 
where reaistoncs uraa attempted. The 
comuandant of Sichem was hangefl 
out of hia. own window, along with 

I Dor, xii* Mi, «qa Hoofd, xHi. 651, 
Hcteren, vlii. 133. OttHdft, is.. 4T3.— * Alox- 
Audor 9mu$a inU«ip«Hira btnifftiitaU,'* m^ya 
tha pro£afliad pouegytiat of tbe Forn^e 



aeveral chief hurghera and officem, 
while the giirristin waa put t*i th* 
fiword, and the bodioa cast inti:> tbd 
Domer. Tho only ciima commlttai 
by these unfortunates was to htvu 
ventured a blow or two iJi 1»ebilf mt 
the fireaidflfl which they were unj|jlopd 
to protect** 

In Brue^Iftj on the other luiwl 
there waa leas conatem&tioii exdilo) 
by these ercnts than boundto M 
againat the amtocratio pur^ ; for W 
defeat of Gkmblouiw wna attribtiio^ 
with justice, to the intrigue iotl tte 
incapacity of tho Gatholio 
It was with difficulty that 

Aimllj^'^ex ipsa ioths deisAta 
peadC tvljqiiog {ceutiun eiiislt«r 
Binta^ soctti JiiguJatew in «ub|i 
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going about by night from house to 
house, from street to street, succeeded 
in calming the indignation of the peo- 
ple, and in preventing them from 
sweeping in a mass to the residence of 
the lea<Sng nobles, in order to inflict 
summary vengeance on the traitors. 
All looked to the Prince as their only 
saviour, not a thought nor a word being 
wasted upon Matthias. Not a voice 
was raised in the assembly to vindicate 
the secret proceedings of the Catholic 
party, nor to oppose the measures 
which the Prince might suggest.^ The 
terrible disaster had taught the ne- 
cessity of union. All parties heartily 
joined in the necessary steps to place 
the capital in a state of complete de- 
fence, and to assemble forthwith new 
troops to take the place of the army 
just annihilated. The victor gained 
nothing by his victory, in comparison 
with the profit acquired by the states 
through their common misfortune. 
Nor were all the towns which had 
recently fallen into the hands of Don 
John at all comparable in importance 
to the city of Amsterdam, which now, 
by a most timely arrangement, fur- 
nished a rich compensation to the 
national party for the disaster of 
Gemblours. 

Since the conclusion of the Ghent 
Pacification, it had been the most ear- 
nest wish of the Prince, and of Hol- 
land and Zealand, to recover possession 
of this most important city. The wish 
was naturally shared by every true 
patriot in the states-general. It had, 
however, been extremely difficult to 
arrange the terms of the ''Satisfac- 
tion." Every fresh attempt at an 
amicable* compromise was wrecked 
upon the obstinate bigotry of the lead- 
ing civic authorities. They would 
make no agreement to accept the 
authority of Orange, except, as Saint 
-Aldegonde expressed himself, upon 
terms which would enable them "to 
govern their governor."^ The influ- 

i Beidani Ann., ii. 22. " Ne quidem ha- 
boisse rationem Archiducis Matthise sed 
Orangius eum (pppulum) subtraxit peri- 
enlo.**— Languet, Ep. Seer. I., ii. p. 347. 
Bor, xii. 935. Lauguet ad Sydn., p. 814, 
817, 82& 
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ence of the monks, who were resident 
in large numbers within the city, and 
of the magistrates, who were all stanch 
Catholics, had been hitherto sufficient 
to outweigh the efforts made by the 
large masses of the Reformed religion- 
ists composing the bulk of the popu- 
lation. It was, however, impossible 
to allow Amsterdam to remain in this 
isolated and hostile attitude to the 
rest of Holland. The Prince, having 
promised to use no coercion, and 
loyally adhering to his pledge, had 
only with extreme difficulty restrained 
the violence of the Hollanders and 
Zealanders, who were determined, by 
fair means or foul, to restore the capi- 
tal city to its natural place within his 
stadholderate. He had been obliged, 
on various occasions, particularly on 
the 21 st of October of the preceding 
year, to address a most decided and 
peremptory letter to the estates of 
Holland and Zealand, forbidding the 
employment of hostile measures 
against Amsterdam.' His commands 
had been reluctantly, partially, and 
only temporarily obeyed. The states 
desisted from their scheme of reducing 
the city by famine, but they did not 
the less encourage the secret and un- 
official expeditions which were daily 
set on foot to accomplish the annexa- 
tion by a sudden enterprise. 

Late in November, a desperate at- 
tempt^ had been made by Colonel 
Helling, in conjunction with Governor 
Sonoy, to carry the city by surprise. 
The force which the adventurer col- 
lected for the purpose was inadequate, 
and his plans were unskilfully arranged. 
He was himself slain in the streets, at 
the very commencement of the action; 
whereupon, in the quaint language of 
the contemporary chronicler, "the 
hearts of his soldiers sank in their 
shoes," and they evacuated the city 
with much greater rapidity than they 
had entered it.** The Prince was in- 
dignant at these violent measures, 

2 Archives et Correspondance, vi. 117. 

8 Bor. xi. 897, 898. 

* Ibid., xi. 906-908. 

5 "En het hert sonk do soldaaden in do 
Bchoen ; so men seid," etc. — Bor, xi. 908*. 
Hoofd, xii. 637, 638. 



302 



The Rise of the 



which retarded rather than advanced 
the desired consummation. At the same 
time it was an evil of immense magni* 
tude — this anomalous condition of his 
capital. Ceaseless schemes were con- 
certed by the municipal and clerical 
conspirators within its walls, and 
various attempts were known, at dif- 
ferent times, to have been contem- 
plated by Don John, to inflict a home- 
thrust upon the provinces of Holland 
and Zealand at the most vulnerable 
and vital point. The "Satisfaction" 
accepted by Utrecht,^ in the autumn 
of 1577, had, however, paved the way 
for the recovery of Amsterdam; so 
that upon February the 8th, 1578, 
certain deputies from Utrecht suc- 
ceeded at last in arranging terms, 
which were accepted by the sister 
city.^ The basis of the treaty was, as 
usual, the nominal supremacy of the 
Catholic religion, with toleration for 
the Reformed worship. The necessary 
effect would be, as in Harlem, Utrecht, 
and other places, to establish the new 
religion upon an entire equality with 
the old. It was arranged that no con- 
gregations were to be disturbed in their 
religious exercises in the places respec- 
tively assigned to them. Those of the 
Reformed faith were to celebrate their 
worship without the walls. They were, 
however, to enjoy the right of burying 
their dead within these precincts, and 
it is singular how much importance 
was attached at that day to a custom, 
at which the common sentiment and 
the common sense of modem times 
revolt. "To bury our dead within 
our own cities is a right hardly to be 
denied to a dog," said the Prince of 
Orange;' and accordingly this right 
was amply secured by the new Satis- 
faction of Amsterdam. It was, how- 
ever, stipulated that the funerals should 
be modest, and attended by no more 
than twenty -four persons at once."* 
The treaty was hailed with boundless 
joy in Holland and Zealand, while 
countless benedictions were invoked 



1 Bor, xi. 

8 Bor, xl. 810*.— " die men schierden 

honden niet en soude konnen ontseggen," 
etc., etc. 

* Satisfactie, in Bor, xii 924, 926. Art 1 • 
also Hoofd, xiil. 654-668. " ' 
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upon the "blessed peace-makers," as 
the Utrecht deputies walked through 
the streets of AmsterdanL' There is 
no doubt that the triumph thus 
achieved by the national party far 
counterbalanoed the Gk>vemor-Gene- 
ral*s victory at Gtemblours. 

Meantime, the Seigneur De Selles, 
brother of the deceased Noircarmes, 
had arrived from Spain.' He was the 
special bearer of a letter from the 
King to the states-general, written in 
reply to their oommimications of the 
24th of August and 8th of September 
of the previous year. The tone of the 
royal despatch^ was very affectionate, 
the substance such as entirely to jus- 
tify the whole policy of Orange. It 
was obvious that the penetrating and 
steadfast statesman had been correct 
in refusing to be moved to the right 
or the left by the specious language of 
Philip's former letters, or by the appa- 
rent frankness of Don John. No 
doubt the Qovemor had been sincere 
in his desire for peace, but the Prince 
knew very well his incapacity to confer 
that blessing. The Prince knew — 
what no man else appeared fully 
to comprehend at that epoch — that 
the mortal combat between the In- 
quisition and the Reformation was 
sJready fully engaged. The great bat* 
tie between Divine reason and right 
Divine, on which the interests of un- 
born generations were hanging, was to 
be fought out, before the eyes of all 
Christendom, on the plain of the Ne- 
therlands. 

Orange was willing to lay down his 
arms if he could receive security for 
the Reformed worship. He had no 
desire to exterminate the ancient re- 
ligion, but he meant also to protect 
the new against extermination. Such 
security, he felt, would never be grant- 
ed, and he had therefore resolutely 
refused to hearken to Don John, for 
he was sure that peace with him was 
impossible. The letters now produced 
by De Selles confirmed his positions 

» The twenty-four articles of the "8ati»- 
factie" are given at length in Bor, xL 924- 
926. 

« Bor, xii. 926. 

• Ibid., xii. 938. Hoofd, xiii. 558. 

7 See the letter in Bor, xii. 938. 
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completely. The King said not a 
word concerning the appointment of a 
new governor-general, but boldly in- 
sisted upon the necessity of maintain- 
ing the two cardinal points — his roval 
supremacy, and the Catholic religion 
vpon the bcuis adopted by his father, 
the Emperor Charles the Fifth.^ 

This was the whole substance of his 
communication : the supremacy of roy- 
alty and of papacy as in the time of 
Charles the Fifth. These cabalistic 
words were repeated twice in the brief 
letter to the estates. They were re- 
peated five times in the instructions 
furnished by his Majesty to De Selles.* 
The letter and the instructions, indeed, 
contained nothing else. Two simples 
were offered for the cure of the body 
politic, racked by the fever and con- 
VQision of ten horrible years — ^two 
simples which the patient could hardly 
be so unreasonable as to reject — ^un- 
limited despotism and religious perse- 
cution. The whole matter lay in a 
nut-shell, but it was a nut-shell which 
enclosed the flaming edicts of Charles 
the Fifth, with their scaffolds, gibbets, 
racks, and funeral piles. The Prince 
and the states-general spumed such 
pacific overtures, and preferred rather 
to gird themselves for the combat. 

That there might be no mistake about 
the matter, Don John, immediately 
after receiving the letter, issued a pro- 
damation to enforce the King's com- 
mand. He mentioned it as an acknow- 
ledged fact that the states-general had 
long ago sworn the maintenance of 
the two points of royal and Catholic 
supremacy, according to the practice 
under the Emperor Charles.^ The 
states instantly published an indignant 
rejoinder, affirming the indisputable 
truth, that they had sworn to the 
maintenance of tibe Ghent Pacification, 
and in*oclaiming the assertion of Don 
John an infamous falsehood. It was 
an outrage upon common sense, they 
BBid, that the Ghent treaty could be 
tortared into sanctioning the placards 

1 Letter of the King; December 18, 1677, 
in Bor, xii. 938. 

s The instructions are likewise in Bor, xii 
939. 

• Bar, xii. MO, 9il. 7 In Bor, xU. 942. 
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and the Inquisition, evils which that 
sacred instrument had been expressly 
intended to crush.* 

A letter was then formally addressed 
to his Majesty, in the name of the 
Archduke Matthias and of the estates, 
demanding the recall of Don John and 
the maintenance of the Ghent Pacifi- 
cation.' De Selles, in reply, sent a 
brief, deprecatory paper, enclosing a 
note from Don John, which the envoy 
acknowledged might seem somewhat 
harsh in its expressions. The letter 
contained, indeed, a sufficiently fierce 
and peremptory summons to the states 
to obey the King's commands with 
regard to the system of Charles the 
Fifth, according to their previous 
agreement, together with a violent 
declaration of the Governor's displea- 
sure that they had dared to solicit the 
aid of foreign princes.® On the 18th 
of February came a proposition from 
De Selles, that the Prince of Orange 
should place himself in the hands of 
Don John, while the Prince of Parma, 
alone and without arms, would come 
before the assembly, to negotiate with 
them upon these matters/ The reply 
returned by the states-general to this 
absurd suggestion expressed their re- 
gret that the son of the Duchess Mar- 
garet should have taken part with the 
enemy of the Netherlanders, com- 
plained of the bull by which the Pope 
had invited war against them as if 
they had been Saracens, repeated their 
most imanswerable argument — that 
the Ghent Pacification had established 
a system directly the reverse of that 
which existed under Charles the Fifth 
— and affirmed their resolution never 
more to submit to Spanish armies, 
executioners, edicts, or inquisitions, 
and never more to return to the prin- 
ciples of the Emperor and of Alva.^ 
To this diplomatic correspondence suc- 
ceeded a war of words and of pamphlets, 
some of them very inflammatory and 
very eloquent. Meantime, the prepa-. 
rations for active hostilities were pro- 

« Proclamation, or Letters Patent, in Bor, 
xii. 940. 

* Bor, xii 989, 940. » In Bor, xii. 940. 

8 Letter of states-general, Feb. 28, 15TS, in 
Bor, xii 942, sqq. 
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ceeding daily. The Prince of Orange, 
through his envoys in England, had 
arranged for subsidies in the coming 
campaign, and for troops which were 
to be led to the Netherlands, under 
Duke Casimir of the palatinate. He 
sent commissioners through the pro- 
vinces to raise the respective contri- 
butions agreed upon, besides an ex- 
traordinary quota of foiir hundred 
thousand guilders monthly. He also 
negotiated a loan of a hundred and 
twenty thousand guilders from the 
citizens of Antwerp. Many new taxes 
were imposed by his direction, both 
upon income and upon consumption. 
By his advice, however, and with the 
consent of the states-general, the pro- 
vinces of Holland and Zealand held no 
community of burthens with the other 
provinces, but of their own free will 
contributed more than the sums for 
which they would have been assessed. 
Mr Leyton, who was about to return 
from his unsuccessful mission from 
Elizabeth to Don John, was requested 
by the states-general to convey to her 
Majesty a faithful report of the recent 
correspondence, and especially of the 
language held by the Governor-General. 
He was also urged to use his influence 
with the Queen, to the end that her 
promises of assistance might be speedily 
fulfilled.! 

Troops were rapidly enrolled, and 
again, by the same honest but mis- 
taken policy, the chief offices were 
conferred upon the great nobles — 
Aerschot, Charapagny, Bossu, Egmont, 
Lalain, the Viscount of Ghent, Baron 
de Ville, and many others, most of 
whom were to desert the cause in the 
hour of its need. On the other hand, 
Don John was proceeding with his 
mihtary preparations upon an exten- 
sive scale. The King had recently 
furnished him with one million nine 
hundred thousand dollars, and had 
promised to provide him with two 
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hundred thousand more, monthly. 
With these funds his Majesty esti- 
mated that an army of thirty thousand 
foot, sixteen thousand cavalry, and 
thirty pieces of artillery, could be 
levied and kept on foot. If more 
remittances should prove to be neces- 
sary, it was promised that they should 
be forthcoming.' 

This was the result of many earnest 
remonstrances made by the Qovemor 
concerning the dilatory policy of the 
King. Wearied with being constantly 
ordered "to blow hot and cold with 
the same breath,"^ he had insisted that 
his Majesty should select the hot or 
the cold, and furnish him with the 
means of enforcing the choice. For 
himself, Don John assured his brother 
that the hottest measures were most 
to his taste, and most suitable to the 
occasion. Fire and sword could alone 
save the royal authority, for all the 
provinces had "abandoned themselves, 
body and soul, to the greatest heretic 
and tyrant that prince ever had for 
vassal" 5 Unceasing had been the 
complaints and entreaties of the Cap- 
tain-General, called forth by the apathy 
or irresolution of Philip. It was only 
by assuring him that the Netherlands 
actually belonged to Orange, that the 
monarch could be* aroused. "His they 
are, and none other's,"* said the 
Governor, dolefully. The King had 
a<jcordingly sent back De Billy, Don 
John's envoy, with decided injimctions 
to use force and energy to put down 
the revolt at once, and with an intima- 
tion that funds might be thenceforth 
more regularly depended upon, as the 
Indian fleets were expected in July. 
Phihp also advised his brother to em- 
ploy a portion of his money in pur- 
chasing the governors and principal 
persons who controlled the cities and 
other strong places belonging to the 
states.^ 

Meantime, Don John thundered 



* 1 13or, xil. 948, 049. 

2 Letter of Philip, in Cabrera, xii. 978. 

* "Hill encarpxr me ([uc soplo frio y ca- 
liente, ]>o7xiue no lo coini)orta el nejrocio, 
Bino (juc hien lo nno 6 lo otro," etc., aic — 
Carta del S. I). Juan al liev, inano proi)ria, 
lis. Bib. de BourK., N«. xvii. 385, 

* " Estas gciitcs scan dado y entregado 



ya de todo punto a la obediencia y sucesion 
del mayor herese y tiranno que truvo niinca 
principe per vasallo." — Ibid. 

" '* Solamonto del P. de Oranxes, que 

suyas sOn y no de otro," etc. — Ibid. 

« Letter of Don John, MS. Bib, de Bourg. 
— Compare Cabrera, xii. 978. 
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forth a manifesto which had been re- 
cently prepared in Madrid, by which 
the estates, both general and particu- 
lar, were ordered forthwith to sepa- 
rate, and forbidden to assemble again, 
except by especial licence. All com- 
missions, civil or military, granted by 
states' authority, were moreover an- 
nulled, together with a general prohi- 
bition of any act of obedUence to such 
functionaries, and of contribution to 
any imposts which might be levied by 
their authority.^ Such thunders were 
now comparatively harmless, for the 
states had taken their course, and were 
busily engaged, both at home and 
abroad, in arming for the conflict. 
Saint Aldegonde was deputed to attend 
the Imperial diet, then in session at 
Worms, where he delivered an oration, 
which was very celebrated in its day 
as a composition, but which can hardly 
be said to have produced much practical 
effect. The current was setting hard 
m Germany against the Reformed reli- 
gion and against the Netherland cause, 
tile Augsburg Confessionists shewing 
hardly more sympathy with Dutch 
Galvinists than with Spanish Papists.^ 
Elnvoys from Don John also attended 
the diet, and requested Saint Aldegonde 
to furnish them with a copy of his 
oration. This he declined to do. 
While in Germany, Saint Aldegonde 
was informed by John Casimir that 
Duke Charles of Sweden had been 
solicited to furnish certain ships of 
war for a contemplated operation 
against Amsterdam.' The Duke had 
himself given information of this plot 
to the Prince Palatine. It was there- 
fore natural that Saint Aldegonde 
should forthwith despatch the intelli- 
gence to his friends in the Nether- 
lands, warning them of the dangers 
still to be apprehended from the 
machinations of the Catholic agents 
and functionaries in Amsterdam ; for al- 
though the Reformation had made rapid 
progress in that important city since 
the conclusion of the Satisfaction, yet 
the magistracy remained Catholic.^ 



1 Proclamation in Bor, xii. 946, 947.— Com- 
pare Cabrera, xii. 978, 979 ; Hoofd, xii. 660. 
« Bor, xii. 963-960. 
s Ibid., xiL 962. Hoofd, ziii 566. 
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William Bardez, son of a former 
high-sheriff, a warm partisan of Orange 
and of the "religion," had already 
determined to overthrow that magis- 
tracy and to expel the friars who in- 
fested the city. The recent informa- 
tion despatched by Saint Aldegonde 
confirmed him in his purpose. There 
had been much wrangling between the 
Popish functionaries and those of the 
Reformed religion concerning the con- 
stitution of the burgher guard. The 
Calvinists could feel no security for 
their own lives, or the repose of the 
commonwealth of Holland, tmless they 
were themselves allowed a full parti- 
cipation in the government of those 
important bands. They were, more- 
over, dissatisfied with the assignment 
which had been made of the church- 
yards to the members of their com- 
munion. These causes of discord had 
maintained a general irritation among 
the body of the inhabitants, and were 
now used as pretexts by Bardez for 
his design. He knew the city to be 
ripe for the overthrow of the magis- 
tracy, and he had arranged with Go- 
vernor Sonoy to be furnished with a 
sufficient number of well-tried soldiers, 
who were to be concealed in the houses 
of the confederates. A large number 
ai citizens were also ready to appear 
at his bidding with arms in their 
hands.* 

On the 24th of May, he wrote to 
Sonoy, begging him to hold himself iu 
readiness, as all was prepared within 
the city. At the same time, he re- 
quested the governor to send him 
forthwith a " morion and a buckler of 
proof;" for he intended to see the 
matter fairly through.* Sonoy an- 
swered encouragingly, and sent him 
the armour, as directed. On the 28th 
of May, Bardez, with four confeder- 
ates, went to the council-room, to re- 
monstrate with the senate concerning 
the grievances which had been so often 
discussed. At about mid-day, one of 
the confederates, upon leaving the 
council-room, stepped out for a mo- 



* Bor, xii. 962. 

6 Ibid., xii. 953. Hoofd, xiii. 669. 
genaer, Vad. Hist., vii. 205 
« Bor, xii. 953. Hoofd, xiii. 570. 
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ment upon the balcony, which looked 
towards the public square. Standing 
there for a moment, he gravely re- 
moved his hat, and then as gravely 
replaced it upon his head. This was 
a preconcerted signal. At the next 
instant a sailor was seen to rush across 
the square, waving a flag in both 
hands. "All ye who love the Prince 
of Orange, take heart and follow me ! '* 
he shouted.^ In a moment the square 
was alive. Soldiers and armed citi- 
zens suddenly sprang forth, as if from 
the bowels of the earth. Bardez led 
n strong force directly into the coun- 
cil-chamber, and arrested every one of 
the astonished magislarates. At the 
eame time, his confederates had scoured 
the town and taken every friar in the 
city into custody. Monks and sena- 
tors were then marched solemnly 
down towards the quay, where a ves- 
sel was in readiness to receive them. 
"To the gallows with them — to the 
gallows with them ! ** shouted the 
populace, as they passed along. " To 
the gibbet, whither they have brought 
many a g<x>d fellow before his time ! " 
Such were the openly expressed desires 
of their fellow-citizens, as these digni- 
taries and holy men proceeded to what 
they believed their doom. Although 
trciited respectftilly by those who 
guarded them, they were filled with 
troindation, for they believed the exe- 
orations of the populace the harbin- 
jfers of their fate. As they entered 
the vesftel, they felt convinced that a 
waterj' death had been substituted for 
tlio gibbet. Poor old Heinrich Dirck- 
loon, ex-burgomaster, pathetically re- 
jected a couple of clean shirts which 
)ii^ careful wife had sent him by the 
liands of the housemaid. " Take them 
nway; take them home again," said 
the rueful burgomaster; "I shall 
never need clean shirts again in this 
world."* He entertained no doubt 
that it was the intention of his captors 
to scuttle the vessel as soon as they 
liad put a little out to sea, and so 
to leave them to their fate. No such 

1 rioofd, xiii. .571. Wagcnaor, vii. 20C. 
s ^Vii{jonaer. vii. 207. 

» Hoofd, xiil 67L Bor, xii. 953. Wogc- 
naer, vii. 207. 



tragic end was contemplated, however, 
and, in fact, never was a complete 
municipal revolution accomplished in 
so good-natured and jocose a manner. 
The Catholic magistra4ies and friars 
escaped with their fright. They were 
simply turned out of town, and for- 
bidden, for their lives, ever to come 
back again. After the vessel had pro- 
ceeded a little distance from the city, 
they were all landed high and dry 
upon a dyke, and so left unharmed 
within the open country.* 

A new board of magistrates, of 
which, stout William Bardez was one, 
was soon appointed; the train-bands 
were reorganised, and the churches 
thrown open to the Reformed worship 
— to the exclusion, at first, of the 
Catholics. This was certainly con- 
trary to the Ghent treaty, and to the 
recent Satisfaction ; it was- also highly 
repugnant to the opinions of Oranga 
After a short time, accordingly, Uie 
CathoHcs were again allowed access to 
the churches, but the tables had now 
been turned for ever in the capital 
of Holland, and the Reformation was 
an establiidied fact 'throughout that 
little province. 

Siniilar events occurring upon the 
following day at Harlem, accompanied 
with some bloodshed — for which, how- 
ever, the perpetrator was punished 
with death — opened the great church 
of that city to the Reformed congrega- 
tions, and closed them for a time to 
the Catholics.^ 

Thus, the cause of the new religion 
was triumphant in Holland and Zea- 
land, while it was advancing with rapid 
strides through the other provinces. 
Public preaching was of dally occur* 
rence everywhere. On a single Sunday, 
fifteen different ministers of the Re- 
formed religion preached in different 
places in Antwerp.* " Do yqu think 
this can be put down ? " said Orange 
to the remonstrating bui^omaster of 
that city. " 'Tis for you to repress it," 
said the functionary, " I grant your 
Highness full power to do so." "And do 



* Bor, xii. 953. Hoofd, xiiL 678. Wage- 

naer, vii. 209, 210. 

'^ Bor, Hoofd, ubi sup. 
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you think," replied the Prince, "that 
I can do at this late moment, what the 
Duke of Alva was unable to accom- 
plish in the very plenitude of his 
power? "^ At the same time, the 
Prince of Orange was more than ever 
disposed to rebuke his own Church for 
practising persecution in her turn. 
Again he lifted his commanding voice 
in behalf of the Anabaptists of Middel- 
burg. He reminded the magistrates 
of that city that these peaceful 
bluchers were always jperfectly willing 
to bear their part in all the common 
burthens, that their word was as good 
as their oath, and that as to the matter 
of military service, although their 
principles forbade them to bear arms, 
they had ever been ready to provide 
and pay for substitutes. " We declare 
to you, therefore," said he, " that you 
have no right to trouble yourselves 
with any man's conscience, so long as 
nothing is done to cause private harm 
or public scandaL We therefore ex- 
pressly ordain that you desist from 
molesting these Baptists, from oflfering 
hindrance to their handicraft and 
daily trade, by which they can earn 
bread for their wives and children, and 
that you permit them henceforth to 
open their shops and to do their work, 
according to the custom of former 
days. Beware, therefore, of disobe- 
dience and of resistance to the ordi- 
nance which we now establish.'" s 

Meantime, the armies on both sides 
had been assembled, and had been 
moving towards each other. Don John 
was at the head of nearly thirty thou- 
sand troops, including a large propor- 
tion of Spanish and Italian veterans.^ 
The states' army hardly nimibered 

1 Langueti, Ep. ad Aug. Sax., ep. 147, p. 
744. 

« This letter of the Prince to the Calvinist 
antboriUes of MiddelbuTg is given by Bor, 
3cii. 993, and by Brandt^ Hist, der Kef., i. 
009, 610. 

» Bor, xii 987. Meteren, viii. 140. Strada, 
BentiVQ^lio, and others allow only sixteen or 
serenteen tiiousand men. — Comparo Hoofd, 
xilLMl. 

4 Hoofd, xm. 581. 

• Ibid., SiiL 681. Bor, xii. 987. Btrada, x. 
491. 

• Bor, xii. 987. Meteren, viii. 140. Hoofd, 
ziiL 583.— The Bpaniarda, however, only 
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eighteen thousand foot and two thou- 
sa^ cavalry,, under the famous Fran- 
9ois de la Nouo, sumamed £ra8 de 
Fer, who had been recently appointed 
Marichal de Camp, and, under Count 
Bossu, commander-in-chief.'* The mus- 
ter-place of the provincial forces was 
in the plains between Hereuthals and 
Lier. At this point they expected to 
be reinforced by Duke Casimir, who 
had been, since the early part of the 
summer, in the country of Zutfen, but 
who was still remaining there inglori- 
ous and inactive, untH he could be 
furnished with the requisite advance- 
money to his troops.® 

Don John was determined, if possible^ 
,to defeat the states' army, before Duke 
Casimir, with his twelve thousand Ger- 
mans, should effect his juncture with 
BoBsu. The Governor therefore crossed 
the Demer, near Aerschot, towards the 
end of July, and oflfered battle, day. 
after day, to the enemy. A series of 
indecisive skirmishes was the result, 
in the last of which, near Rijnemants, 
on the first day qf August, the royal- 
ists were worsted and obliged to retire, 
after a desultory action of nearly eight 
hours, leaving a thousand dead upon 
the field.« Their offer of " double or 
quits," the following morning, was 
steadily refused by Bossu, who, secure 
within his intrenchments, was not to 
be induced at that moment to en- 
counter the chances of a general en- 
gagement. For this he was severely 
blamed by the more violent of the 
national party.^ His patriotism, which 
was of such recent origin, was vehe- 
mently suspected; and his death, 
which occurred not long afterwards, 
was supposed to have alone prevented 



allow twenty killed and fifty wounded.— 
Compare Hoofd, ubi sup. Not the least 
picturesque feature ih this celebrated action 
is one reported by Strada. The heat of the 
day was so oppressive that a band of Scotch 
veterans under llobert Stuart thought it 
more comfortable to strip themselves to their 
shirts ; and, at last, as the weather and the 
skirmish grew hotter, to lay aside even 
those integuments, and to fight all day long, 
in the costume of ancient Picts.— Strada, x. 
497. The date of the battle in Strada, and 
in Bentivoglio, x. 213, is the first of August. 
The same date is given by Hoofd. Bor says 
Slstof July. 
y Bor, xii. 9S7. Hoofd, xiiu 584. 



308 



The Rise of the 



his deserting tlie states to fight again 
under Spanish colours. These suspi- 
cions were probably unjust. Bossu's 
truth of character had been as uni- 
versally recognised as was his signal 
bravery. If he refused upon this oc- 
casion a general battle, those who 
reflected upon the usual results to the 
patriot banner of such engagements, 
might confess, perhaps, that one dis- 
aster the more had been avoided. Don 
John, finding it impossible to accom- 
plish his purpose, and to achieve an- 
other Gemblours victory, fell back 
again to the neighbourhood of Namur.^ 
The states' forces remained waiting 
for the long-promised succour of John 
Casimir. It was the 26th of August, 
however, before the Duke led his 
twelve thousand men to the neighbour- 
hood of Mechlin, where Bossu was 
encamped. 2 This young prince pos- 
sessed neither the ability nor the 
generosity which were requisite for 
the heroic part which he was ambitious 
to perform in the Netherland drama. 
He was inspired by a vague idea of 
personal aggrandisement, although he 
professed at the same time the utmost 
deference to William of Orange. He 
expressed the hope that he and the 
Prince " should be but two heads under 
one hat;"* but he would have done 
well to ask himself whether his own 
contribution to this partnership of 
brains would very much enrich the 
silent statesman. • OrMige himself re- 
garded him with respectful contempt, 
and considered his interference with 
Netherland matters but as an addi- 
tional element of mischief. The Duke's 
right hand man, however, Peter Peut- 
terich, the "equestrian doctor" — as 
Sir Philip Sydney called him — equally 
skilful with the sword as with the pen, 
had succeeded, while on a mission to 
England, in acquiring the Queen's 
favour for his master."* To Casimir, 

1 Bor, xii. 987. Hoofd, xiii. 684. 

a Bor, xii. 097. 

8 Archives de la Maison d'Orange, vi. 877. 

< Groon v. Prinst., Archives, etc., vi 876, 
fl77, note 1. 

6 Meteren, viii. 140. Hoofd, xiii. 684. 
<>rooa V. Prinst., Archives, etc., vi. 375, 
rote. " Dann, zu weib nehmen, Uber mohr 
*chifleu, undt zui'" ^'—f*.. koiu freundt 
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therefore, had been entrusted the com- 
mand of the levies, and the principal 
expenditure of the subsidies which she 
had placed at the disposition of the 
states. Upon Casimir she relied, as a 
counterweight to the Duke of Alengon, 
who, as she knew, had already entered 
the provinces at the secret solicitation 
of a large faction among the nobles. 
She had as much confidence as ever in 
Orange, but she imagined herself to be 
strengthening his cause by providing 
him with such a JiieutenMit. Caaimir's 
inmiediate friends had but little re- 
spect for his abiUties. His father-in- 
law, Augustus of Saxony, did not ap- 
prove his expedition. The Landgrave 
William, to whom he wrote for coim- 
sel, answered, in his quaint manner, 
that it was always difficult for one 
friend to advise another in three mat- 
ters — ^to wit, in taking a wife, going 
to sea, and going to war; but that, 
nevertheless, despite the ancient pro- 
verb, he would assume the responsi- 
bility of warning Casimir not to plunge 
into what he was pleased to call the 
" confusvm chaos of NeUierland poli- 
tics.'* The Duke felt no inclination, 
however, to take the advice which he 
had solicited. He had been stung by 
the sarcasm which Alva had once 
uttered, that the Grerman potentates 
carried plenty of lions, dragons, eagles, 
and griffins on their shields ; but that 
these ferocious animals were not given 
\o biting or scratching. He Was tiiere- 
fore disposed, once for all, to shew 
that the teeth and claws of German 
princes could still be dangero\is. Un- 
fortunately, he was destined to add a 
fresh element of confusion to the chaos, 
and to furnish rather a proof than a 
refutation of the correctness of Alva's 
gibe.* 

This was the hero who was now 
thrust, head and shoulders as it were, 
into the entangled affairs of the 

dem andem, dem geraeynen Sprichwortt 
nach, rathen," etc. — Letter of lAndgravo 
William, Archives do la Maison d'Orange, 
vi. 317. He adds that the Netherladders 
were a wild, godless, and irresponsible crew, 
neither attached to the true refigion, nor 
having any real regard for the Prince, etc., 
etc. — Ibid. See also Archives et Corresuou- 
dance, vi. 300 and 427. 



1578.] 



Francis of Alen^on, 



Netherlanders, and it was Elizabeth 
of England, more than ever alarmed 
at the schemes of -Alenyon, who had 
pushed forward this Protestant cham- 
pion, notwithstanding the disinclina- 
tion of Orange. 

The Queen was right in her uneasi- 
ness respecting the French Prince. 
The Catholic nobles, relying upon the 
strong feeling still rife throughout the 
Walloon country against the Reformed 
religion, and inflamed more than ever 
by their repugnance to Orange, whose 
genius threA- them so completely into 
the shade, had already drawn closer 
to the Duke. The same influences 
were at work to introduce Alenyon, 
which had formerly been employed to 
bring Matthias from Vienna. Now 
that the Archduke, who was to have 
been the rival, had become the depen- 
dent of William, they turned their 
attention to the son of Catherine de' 
Medici, Orange himself having always 
kept the Duke in reserve, as an instru- 
ment to overcome the political co- 
quetry of Elizabeth. That great 
Princess never manifested less great- 
ness than in her earlier and most 
tormenting connexion with the Ne- 
therlands. Having allured them for 
years with bright but changeful face, 
she still looked coldly down upon 
the desolate sea where they were 
drifting. She had promised much; 
her performance had been nothing. 
Her jealousy of French influence had 
at length been turned to account; a 
subsidy and a levy extorted from her 
fears. Her ministers and prominent 
advisers were one and all in favour of 
an open and generous support to the 
provinces. Walsingham, Burleigh, 
£[nollys, Davidson, Sidney, Leicester, 
Fleetwood, Wilson, all desired that 
she should frankly espouse their cause. 
A bold policy they believed to be the 
only prudent one in this case ; yet the 
Queen considered it sagacious to de- 
spatch envoys both to Philip and to 
Don John, as if after what they knew 
of her secret practices, such missions 
could efi<9ct any useful purpose. Better, 
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therefore, in the opinion of the honest 
and intrepid statesmen of England, to 
throw down the gaimtlet at once in 
the cause of the oppressed than to 
shuffle and palter until the dreaded 
rival should cross the frontier. A 
French Netheriands they considered 
even more dangerous than a Spanish, 
and Elizabeth partook of their senii* 
ments, although incapable of their 
promptness. With the perverseness 
which was the chief Mot upon her 
character, she was pleased that the 
Duke should be still a dangler for her 
hand, even while she was intriguing 
against his political hopes.^ She listen- 
ed with undisguised rapture to his pro- 
posals of love, while she was secretly 
thwarting the plans of his ambition. 

Meanwhile, Alen9on had arrived at 
Mons, and we have seen already the 
feminine adroitness with which his 
lister of Navarre had prepared his 
entrance. Not in vain had she cajoled 
the commandant of Cambray citadel; 
not idly had sheled captive the hearts of 
Lalain and his Countess, thus securing 
the important province of Hainault for 
the Duke. Don John might, indeed, 
gnash his teeth with rage, as he marked 
the result of all the feasting and flat- 
tery, the piping and dancing at Namur. 

Francis Duke of Alengon, and — since 
the accession of his brother Henry to 
the French throne — ^Duke of Anjou 
was, upon the whole, the most despic- 
able personage who had ever entered 
the Netherlands. His previous career 
at home had been so flagrantly false 
that he had forfeited the esteem of 
every honest man in Europe, Catholic 
or Lutheran, Huguenot or Malcontent, 
The world has long known his charac- 
ter. History will always retain him 
as an example, to shew mankind the 
amount of. mischief which may be 
perpetrated by a prince, ferocious 
without courage, ambitious without 
talent, and bigoted without opinions. 
Incapable of religious convictions him- 
self, he had alternately aspired to be 
a commander of Catholic and of Hu- 
guenot zealots, and he had acquired 



1 See, for example, a letter from Sir Amias Faulet to the Earl of Leicester, in Groen y. 
Frinst, vi 421-428. 
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nothing by his vacillating course, save 
the entire contempt of all parties and 
of both religions. Scared from the 
side of Navarre and Cond^ by the 
menacing attitude of the "league," 
fearing to forfeit the succession to the 
throne, unless he made his peace with 
the court, he had recently resumed 
his ]>lace among the Catholic com- 
manders. Xothing was easier for him 
than to return shamelessly to a party 
which he had shamelessly deserted, 
save perhaps to betray it again, should 
his interest prompt him to do so, on 
the morrow. Since the peace of 1576, 
it had been evident that the Protes- 
tants could not count upon his friend- 
ship, and he had soon afterwards 
been placed at the head of the army 
which was besieging the Huguenots 
of Isf(oire.^ He sought to atone for 
having commanded tibe troops of the 
new religion by the barbarity with 
which he now persecuted its votaries. 
AVhen Issoire fell into his hands, the 
luckless city was spared none of the 
misery which can be inflicted by a 
brutal and frenzied soldiery. Its men 
were butchered, its females outraged, 
its property plundered with a thorough- 
ness which rivalled the NetherLmd 
practice of Alva, or Frederic Toledo, 
or Julian Romero. The town was 
sacked and burned to ashes by furious 
Catholics, under the command of 
Francis Alenyon, almost at the very 
moment when his fair sister, Margaret, 
was pre^variug the way in the Nether- 
lands for the fresh treason - which he 
alroady meditated to the Catholic 
cause. The treaty of Bergerac, signed 
in tho aut\iinn of 1577,^ again restoretl 
A meiublaiu'i' of ropose to Fitmce, and 
a^aiu alVoixlod an opportunity for 
\Umiv<»w t(» change his |v)litioj<, and 
wlmthocallod his rcligii^n. Hooking 
mth tho blotnl of the Protestants of 
t««^»iw, ho was now at leisure to renew 
iiA diUliauoo with the Queen of Pro- 
vMcuit Knglan<l. iuul to resiune his cor- 
w)*\>iuUmoe with the great ohioftain of 
Hv ii«»K»rmation in tho >'etherlands. 
■ t :ii [K'rhaps an iuipoachniont upon 
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the perspicacity of Orange, that he 
could tolerate this mischieyous and 
worthless " son of France/' even 
for the grave reasons which influ- 
enced him. Nevertheless, it must be 
remembered that he only intended to 
keep him in reserve, for the purpose 
of irritating the jealousy and quicken- 
ing the Mende^p of the English 
Queen. Those who see anything 
tortuous in such politics must beware 
of judging the intriguing age of 
Philip and Catherine de' Medici by 
the higher standard of later, and pos- 
sibly more candid times. It would 
have been puerile for a man of William 
the Silent's resources, to allow himself 
to be outwitted by the intrigues of all 
the courts and cabinets in Europe. 
Moreover, it must be remembered 
that, if he alone could guide himself 
and his country through the perplexing 
labyrinth in which they were involved, 
it was because he held in his hand the 
clue of an honest purpose. His posi- 
tion in regard to the Duke of Alengon 
had now become sufficiently compli- 
cated, for the tiger that he had led in 
a chain had been secretly unloosed by 
those who meant mischief. In the 
autumn of the previous year, the 
aristocratic and Catholic party in the 
states-general had opened their coni- 
municiitions with a prince, by whom 
they hoped to be indemnified for their 
previous defeat. 

The m effects of Elizabeth's co- 
quetry too plainly manifested them- 
selves at last, and Alengon had now a 
foothold in the Netherlands. Precipi- 
tated by the intrigues of the party 
which had always been either openly 
or secretly hostile to Orange, his ad- 
vent could no longer be delayed. It 
only remained for the Prince to make 
himself his master, as he had already 
subdued each previous rivaL This 
he accomplished with his customary 
adroitness. It was soon obvious, even 
to so dull and so base a nature as that 
of the Duke, that it was his best policy 
to continue to cultivate so powerful 
a friendship. It cost him little to 



s Bnt threo nieu wore spared, accordiug 
to do Thou, vii. 502, liv. hciii. 
» Do Thou, va 629, liv, IxIt, 
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crouch, but CTents were fatally to 
proYe at a later day, that there are 
natures too malignant to be trusted 
or to be tamed. For the present, 
however, Alen9on professed the most 
friendly sentiments towards the Prince. 
Solicited by' so ardent and consider- 
able a faction, the Duke was no longer 
to be withheld from trying the ven- 
ture,^ and if he could not effect his 
entrance by fair means, was deter- 
nuned to do so by force. ^ He would 
obtrude his assistance, if it were de- 
clined. He would do his best to dis- 
member the provinces, if only a por- 
tion of them would accept his proffered 
friendship. Under these circumstances, 
as the Prince could no longer exclude 
him from tiie country, it became ne- 
cessary to accept his friendship, and 
to hold him in control. The Duke 
had formally offered his assistance to 
the states-general, directly after the 
defeat of Gremblours,^ and early in 
July had made his appearance in 
Mens. Hence he despatched his 
envoys, Des Pruneaux and Rochefort, 
to deal with the states-general and 
with Orange, while he treated Matthias 
with contempt, and declared that he 
had no intention to negotiate with 
him. The Archduke burst into tears 
when informed of this slight, and 
feebly expressed a wish that succour 
might be found in Germsmy which 
would render this French alliance un- 
necessary. It was not the first nor 
the last mortification which the future 
Emperor was to undergo. The Prince 
was addressed with distinguished con- 
sideration; Des Pruneaux protesting 
(hat he desired but three things — the 
gloiy of his master, Ihe glory of Gk>d, 
and the glory of William of Orange.^ 

The French Klog was naturally sup- 
posed to be privy to his brothers 
adiemes, for it was thought ridiculous 
to suggest that Henry's own troops 
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could be led by his own brother, on 
this foreign expedition, without his 
connivance.^ At the same time, pri- 
vate letters, written by him at this 
epoch, expressed disapprobation of 
the schemes of Alen9on, and jealousy 
of hifl aggrandisement. It was, per- 
haps, difficult to' decide as to the pre- 
cise views of a monarch who was too 
weak to form opinions for himself, 
and too false to maintain those with 
which he had been furnished by others. 
With the Medicean mother it was dif- 
ferent, and it was she who was be- 
lieved to be at the bottom of the in- 
trigue. There was even a vague idea 
that the Spanish Sovereign himself 
might be privy to the plot, and that 
a possible marriage between Alengon 
and the Infanta might be on the cards.^ 
In truth, however, Philip felt himself 
outraged by the whole proceedings. 
He resolutely refused to accept the 
excuses proffered by the French court, 
or to doubt the complicity of the 
Queen Dowager, who, it was well 
known, governed all her sons. She 
had, to be sure, thought proper to 
read the envoys of the states-general a 
lecture upon the impropriety of sub- 
jects opp6sing the commands of their 
lawful Prince, but such artifices were 
thought too transparent to deceive. 
Qranvelle scouted the idea of her 
being ignorant of Anjou's scheme, or 
opposed to its success/ As for William 
of Hesse, while he bewailed more than 
ever the luckless plunge into " comfw- 
mm ckaoa" which Casimir had taken, 
he unhesitatingly expressed his con- 
viction that the invasion of Alengon 
was a master-piece of Catherine. The 
whole responsibility of the transaction 
he divided, in truth, between the 
Dowager and the comet, which just 
then hung over the world, filling the 
soul of the excellent Landgrave with 
dismal apprehension.® 



& See the remarks and dtations of Groea 
r. Prinst., Archives, etc., vL pp. 864-370.— 
Compere Apologie d'Orange, p. 107, aad 
Hor, xii. 975. 

s Res. MSS. des Es. Gx., la Groen v. 
PWiut.,viS70. 

* Archives et Correspondaace, vi. 404, sqq. 
Iietter of Des Pruneaux, in Archives de la 
liaison d'Oiaoge^ vi 899. 



» Meteren, viii. 140*. Bor, xii. 950. 

*^ This was Granvelle's opinion. See letter 
from Oranvelle to Bellefontaine, Archivtis 
de la Maieon d'Orange, vL 426. 

* Remarks and citations of Oroen v. 
Prinst, vi. 368, 424-427.— Compare de Thou, 
vii. C98. 

7 Letter of Granvelle to Bellefontaine. 

8 « * Summa, der comett und die grosse' 
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The Queen of England was highly 
incensed by the actual occurrence of 
the invasion which she had so long 
dreaded. She was loud in her denun- 
ciations of the danger and dishonour 
<vhich would be the result to the 
provinces of this French alliance. She 
threatened not only to withdraw her- 
self from their cause, but even to take 
arms against a commonwealth which 
had dared to accept Alen9on for its 
master. She had originally agreed to 
funiish one hundred thousand pounds 
by way of loan. This assistance had 
been afterwards commuted into a levy 
of three thousand foot and two thou- 
sand horse, to be added to the forces 
of John Casimir, and to be placed imder 
his command. It had been stipulated, 
also, that the Palatine should have the 
rank and pay of an English general-in- 
chief , and bo considered as the Queen's 
lieutenant. The money had been fur- 
nished and the troops enrolled. So 
much had been alreatly bestowed, and 
could not be recalled, but it was not 
probable that, in her present humour, 
the Queen would be induced to add to 
her favours.^ 

The Prince, obliged by the necessity 
of the case, had prescribed the terms 
and the title under which Alengon 
should be accepted. Upon the 13th 
of August the Duke's envoy concluded 
a convention in twenty-three articles, 
which wore afterwards subscribed by 
the Duke himself, at Mons, upon the 
twentieth of the same month.* The 
Bubstanoo of this arrangement was that 
Alen^on should lend his assistance to 
the provinces against the intolerable 
tyranny of the Siwrniartis and the un- 
justitiablo military invasion of Don 
John. He was, moreover, to bring 
into the tield ton thousand foot and 
two thousand horse for three months. 
After the exjuration of this term, his 
fi)rco8 might l»e reduced to three thou- 
sand f4K)t and tive hundred horse. The 
states were to confer upon him the 

j>ro*liifia BO dioaz jahr prosohonn wordenn, 
wollon ihro wirckunpr hiilwn. Gk>tt gebe 
diuiiz sio e\i ojnioin jjtiton oiide laiiflfon." — 
ArchivoB ot Corrosp., vi. 140. Comparo 
Stmda, ix. 403. 

1 lior, xiL 048, 049, 075, sqq.— Compare 
Hotorou, viii. 140. 
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title of " Defender of the Liberty of 
the Netherlands against the Tyranny 
of the Spaniards and tiieir adherents." 
He was to undertake no hostilities 
against Queen Elizabeth. The states 
were to aid him, whenever it should 
become necessary, with the same 
amount of force with which he now 
assisted them. He was to submit him- 
self contentedly to the civil govern- 
ment of the country, in everything 
regarding its internal polity. He was 
to make no special contracts or treaties 
with any cities or provinces of the 
Netherlands. Should the states-gene- 
ral accept another prince as sovereign, 
the Duke was to be preferred to all 
others, upon conditions afterwards to 
be arranged. All cities which might 
be conquered within the territory of 
the united provinces were to belong 
to the states. Such places not in that 
territory, as should voluntarily sur- 
render, were to be apportioned, by 
equal division, between the Duke and 
the states. The Duke was to bring 
no foreign troops but French into the 
provinces. The month of August waa 
reserved, during which the states were, 
if possible, to make a Composition with 
Don John.* 

These articles were certainly drawn 
up with skill A high-sounding but 
barren title, which gratified the Duke'i 
vanity and signified nothing, had been 
conferred upon him; while at the same 
time he was forbidden to make con- 
quests or contracts, and was obliged to 
submit himself to the civil government 
of the country: in short, he was to 
obey the Prince of Orange in all things 
— and so here was another plot of the 
Prince's enemies neutralised. Thus, 
for the present at least, had the position 
of Anjou been defined. 

As the month of August, during 
which it was agreed ** ihat negotiations 
with the Grovemor-Q^neral should re- 
main open, had already half expired, 
certain articles, drawn up by the 

a Bor, xii 976-078. Meteren, viii.~140t 
141. 

« Soo especially Articles 4, 5, 10, 14, 16^ 
16, 21. 

< Article 91 of the Convention. — See Bor, 
xli. 078; Meteroo, viU. Ul. 



1578.] Result of the 

states-general^ were at once laid before 
Bon John. Lord Cobham and Sir 
Francis Walsingham were then in the 
KetherlandSj having been sent by Eliza- 
beth for the purpose of effecting a paci- 
fication of the estates with the Gover- 
nor, if possible. They had also ex- 
plained — so far as an explanation was 
possible — ^the assistance which the 
English government had rendered to 
the rebels, upon the ground that the 
French invasion could be prevented in 
no other way.^ This somewhat lame 
apology had been passed over in silence 
rather than accepted by Don John. 
In the same interview the envoys made 
an equally unsuccessful effort to in- 
duce the acceptance by the Governor 
of the terms offered by the states. A 
further {H'oposition, on their part, for 
an " Interim/'* upon the plan attempt- 
ed by Charles the Fifth in Germany, 
previously to the Peace of Passau, met 
with no more favour than it merited, 
for certainly that name — ^which became 
80 odious in Germany that cats and 
dogs were called "Interim" by the 
common people, in derision — was hardly 
a potent word to conjure with, at that 
moment, in the Netherlands. They 
then expressed their intention of re- 
tiring to England, much grieved at 
the result of their mission. The Go- 
vernor replied that they might do as 
they liked, but that he, at least, had 
done all in his power to bring about a 
peace, and that the King had been 
equally pacific in his intentions. He 
then a^ed the envoys what they 
themselves thought of the terms pro- 
posed. "Indeed, they are too hard, 
your highness,"' answered Walsing- 
ham, "but *tis only by pwre menace 
that we have extorted them from the 
states, unfavourable though they seem." 
**Then you may teU ttiem/* replied 
the Governor, "to keep their offers to 
themBelves. Such terms wUl go but 
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1 <« Y diacoliMUido a la Beyna su ama de 
lo que avia hecho en fovor de loa Estados, y 
que avia «ldo por meior y porque el frances 
no metieaBe pie en eflos." — Lo que en sub- 
atanda ha ptusaado con su Alteza, 14 Ag^to, 
1578. Acta Stat Belg. iii. MS. Hague 
Archivea. > Ibid. 

» " Que in verity erano troppo duri."— The 
coovexvation was carried on partly in Italian, 



little way in any negotiation with 
me." 

The envoys shrugged their shoul- 
ders. 

" What is your own opinion on the 
whole affair?" resumed Don John. 
"Perhaps your advice may yet help 
me to a better conclusion." 

The envoys continued silent and 
pensive. 

"We can only answer," said Wal- 
singham, at length, "by imitating the 
physician, who would prescribe no me- 
dicine until he was quite sure that the 
patient was ready to swallow it. 'Tis 
no use wasting coiinsel or drugs."* 

The reply was not satisfactory, but 
the envoys had convinced themselves 
that the sword was the only surgical 
instrument likely to find favour at 
that juncture. Don John referred, in 
vague terms, to his peaceable inclina- 
tions, but protested that there was no 
treating with so imbridled a people as 
the Netherlanders. The ambassadors 
soon afterwards took their leave. 
After this conference, which was on 
the 24th of August 1578, Walsingham 
and Cobham addressed a letter to the 
states-general, deploring the disingenu- 
ous and procrastinating conduct of 
the Governor, and begging that the 
failure to effect a pacification might 
not be imputed to them.* They then 
returned to England. 

The Imperial envoy. Count Sch- 
wartzburg, at whose urgent solicitation 
this renewed attempt at a composition 
had been made, was most desirous 
that the Governor should accept the 
articles.* They formed, indeed, the 
basis of a liberal, constitutional, repre- 
sentative government, in which the 
Spanish monarch was to retain only 
a strictly limited sovereignty.^ The 
proposed convention required Don 
John, with all his troops and adher- 
ents, forthwith to leave the land after 

Sirtly in French, partly in Spanish. — ^MS. 
emorandum, diet. act. 
4 MS. MemorandiMu, diet. act. 
» Acta Stat. Belg., iii. f. 71.— MS. Hague 
Archives. 
« Bor, xii. 979. Hoofd, xii. 687. 
f bee the thirteen articles in Bor, xii. 079, 
980. 
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givmg "up all strongholda and cities in 
his possession. It provided that the 
Archduke Matthias should remain as 
Governor-general, wider the conditions 
according to which he had been orifji- 
nally accepted. It left the question of 
religious worship to the decision of 
the states-general. It provided for 
the release of all prisoners, the return 
of all exiles, the restoration of all con- 
fiscated property. It stipulated that 
upon the death or departure of Mat- 
thias, his Majesty was not to appoilnt 
a governor-general «;i^OM< the consent 
of the states-general} 

When Count Schwartzburg waited 
upon the Governor with these aston- 
ishing propositions — which Walsing- 
ham might well call somewhat hard — 
he found him less disposed to explode 
with wrath than he had been in pre- 
vious conferences. Already the spirit 
of the impetuous young- soldier was 
broken, both by the ill health which 
was rapidly undermining his constitu- 
tion and by the helpless condition in 
which he had been left while contend- 
ing with the great rebellion. He had 
soldiers, but no money to pay them 
withal; he had no means of upholding 
that supremacy of crown and church 
which he was so vigorously instructed 
to maintain; and he was heartily 
wearied of fulminating edicts which 
he had no power to enforce. He had 
repeatedly solicited his recall, and was 
growing daily more impatient that his 
dismissal did not arrive. Moreover, 
the horrible news of Escovedo's assas- 
sination had sickened him to the souL* 
The deed had flashed a sudden light 
into the abyss of dark duplicity in 
which his own fate was suspended. 
His most intimate and confidential 
friend had been murdered by royal 
command, while he was himself aban- 
doned by Philip, exposed to insult, left 
destitute of defence. No money was 
forthcoming, in spite of constant im- 
portunities and perpetual promises.^ 



1 Articles 6 and 12 of the proposed CJou- 
vcntion, Bor, xii. 979. 

2 That event had occiuTod, as already 
stated, upon the 3l8t of March of this year 

3 See the letter of Philip in Cabrera, xii 
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! Plenty of words were sent him; he 
complained, as if he possessed the art 
of extracting gold from them, or as if 
war could be carried on witii words 
alone.^ 

Being in bo desponding a mood, he 
declined entering into any controversy 
with regard to the new propositions, 
which, however, he characterised as 
most iniquitous. He stated merely 
that his Majesty had determined to 
refer the Netheiiand matters to the 
arbitration of the Emperor ; that the 
Dnke de Terra Nova would soon be 
empowered to treat upon the subject 
at the imperial court; and that, in 
the meantime, he was himself most 
anxiously awaiting his recalL' 

A synod of the Reformed churches 
had been held, during the month of 
June, at Dort. There they had laid 
down a platform of tiieir principles dt 
church government in one hundred 
and one articles.^ In tiie same month, 
the leading members of the Reformed 
Church hs^ drawn up an ably reasoned 
address to Matthias and the Council of 
State on the subject of a general peaoe 
of religion for the provinces.' 

William of Orange did his utmoflft 
to improve the opportunity. Ha 
sketched a system of provisional tolen* 
tion, which he caused to be signed bf 
the Archduke Matthias, and ^^ch, at 
least for a season, was to establish 
religious freedom.^ The brave, tran- 
quil, solitary man still held his track 
across the raging waves, shedding at 
much light as one clear human tool 
could dispense; yet the dim lanten^ 
so far in advance, was swallowed to 
the mist, ere those who sailed in hil 
wake could shape their course by hii ^ 
example. No man imderstood hiflk ! 
Not even his nearest friends oompw* ■' 
bended his views, nor saw that lii -^ 
strove to establish not freedom for 
Calvinism, but freedom for consoieneft 
Saint Aldegonde complained that tfa^ 
Prince would not persecute the Ai** 



978. « Strada,x.501. 

fi Bor. xii. 981.~Coaipare Meteren, tli 
140, 141. 

8 Given in Bor, xiL 981-688. 

f In Bor, xii. 971 

> Bor, xii. 979. 
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baptists,^ Peter Dathenus denounced 
him as an atheist^ while even Count 
John, the only one left of his valiant 
and generous brothers, opposed the 
religious peace — except where the 
advantage was on the side of the new 
religion. Where the Catholics had 
been effectually put down, as in 
Holland and Zealand, honest John saw 
no reason for allowing them to lift 
themselves up again.^ In the Popish 
provinc^ on the other hand, he was 
for a religious peace. In this bigoted 
spirit he was followed by too many of 
the Reforming mass, while, on tifieir 
part, the Walloons were already band- 
ing themselves together in the more 
Bouthem provinces, under the name of 
Malcontents. Stigmatised by the Cal- 
▼inists as "Paternoster Jacks," ^ they 
were daily drawing closer their alliance 
with Alengon, and weakening the bonds 
which united them with their Protes- 
tant brethren. Coimt John had at 
length become a permanent functionary 
in ui6 Netherlands. Urgently solicited 
by the leaders and the great multitude 
of the Beformers, he had long been 
imwilling to abandon his home, and to 
neglect ^e private affairs which his 
derotion to the Netherland cause had 
tiirown into great confusion. The 
Luidgrave, too, whose advice he had 
id»d, had strongly uiged him not to 
"dip his fingers into the oUa podrida."* 
ISie future of the provinces was, in his 
opimon, so big with disaster, that the 
pA, with all its horrors, under Alva 
adBequesens, had only furnished the 
"frdudia*' of that which was to 
nsoe.' For these desperate views 
Ub mtffn. reason, as usual, was the 
0BOMt ; that mischievous luminary still 
flODliniung to cast a lurid glare across 
tie Landgrave's path^ Notwithstand- 
^theae direful warnings from a prince 
tfthe Reformation, notwithstanding 
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the " oUa podrida " and the ** comet," 
Coimt John had nevertheless accepted 
the ofl&ce of Governor of Gelderland, 
to which he had been elected by the 
estates of that province on the 11th of 
March.^ That important bulwark of 
Holland, Zealand, and Utrecht on the 
one side, and of Groningen and Fries- 
land on the other — ^the main buttress, 
in short, of the nascent republic, was 
now in hands which would defend it 
to the last. 

As soon as the discussion came up in 
the states-general ou the subject of the 
Dort petitions. Orange requested that 
every member who had formed his 
opinions should express them fully 
and frankly. All wished, however, to 
be guided and governed by the senti- 
ments of the Prince. Not a man 
spoke, save to demand their leader's 
views, and to express adhesion in 
advance to the course which hia 
wisdom might suggest.^ The result 
was a projected convention, a draft for 
a religious peace,^ which, if definitely 
established, would have healed many 
wounds and averted much calamity. 
It was not, however, destined to be 
accepted at that time by the states of 
the different provinces where it was 
brought up for discussion ; and several 
changes were made, both of form acnd 
substance, before the system was 
adopted at all. Meantime, for the 
important city of Antwerp, where 
religious broils were again on the point 
of breaking out, the Prince preferred 
a provisional arrangement, which he 
forthwith carried into execution. A 
proclamation, in the name of the 
Archduke Matthias and of the State 
Council, assigned five special places 
in the city where the members of the 
" pretended Reformed religion " should 
have liberty to exercise their religious 
worship, with preachings singing, and 






I Hnxfa, xiiL 575. £v. Reyd. Ann. ii. 23. 
' Groan ▼. Prinst, Archives, etc. vi. 434, 

•"Pater noater Knechteii."~Meteren, 
1 1ft lis. Bor, xiL 998.— Compare Benti- 

I < Qioea V. Prinat., Archives, vi. 317. 

• AieUraa de la Malson d'Orange, vi. 250. 

* Letters of Landgrave William. Archives 
I *OoReapottdauce, v. 34, ii. 256-269. 
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8 Langueti Ep. Sec. ad Aug. Sax. 147, p. 
744. 

» According to the 8d and 4th Articles, 
the Catholic or the Reformed religion was to 
be re-established and freely exercised in any 
town or village where snch re-establishmeut 
should be demanded by one hundred fami- 
lies.— Meteren, viii. 143\ 
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the sacraments.^ The churchyards of 
the parochial churches were to be 
opened for the burial of their dead, 
but the funerals were to be unaccom- 
panied with exhortation, or any public 
demonstration which might excite dis- 
turbance. The adherents of one re- 
ligion were forbidden to disturb, to 
insult, or in any way to interfere with 
the solemnities of the other. AH were 
to abstain from mutual jeerings — by 
pictures, ballads, books, or otherwise 
— and from all injuries to ecclesiastical 
property. Every man, of whatever 
religion, was to be permitted'entrance 
to the churches of either religion, and 
when there, all were to conform to the 
regulations of the Church with modesty 
and respect. Those of the new religion 
were to take oaths of obedience to 
the authorities, and to abstain from 
meddling with the secular administra- 
tion of affairs. Preachers of both 
religions were forbidden to preach out 
of doors, or to make use of language 
tending to sedition. All were to bind 
themselves to assist the magistrates in 
quelling riots, and in sustaining the 
civil government.* 

This example of religious peace, to- 
gether with the active correspondence 
thus occasioned with the different 
state assemblies, excited the jealousy 
of the Catholic leaders and of the 
Walloon population.^ Champagny, 
who, despite his admirable qualities 
and brilliant services, was still unable 
to place himseK on the same platform 
of toleration with Orange, now under- 
took a decided movement against the 
policy of the Prince. Catholic to the 
core, he drew up a petition, remon- 
strating most vigorously against the 
draft for a religious peace, then in cir- 
culation through the provinces.* To 
this petition he procured many signa- 
tures among the more ardent Catholic 
nobles. De Hdze, De Glimes, and 



1 See the document in Bor, xii. 974, 975. 
Hoold, xiii. 675. 

2 Bor, xii. 974, 975. The principle of the 
religious peace was adopted, and churches 
accordingly allotted to the members of the 
Reformed Church, in the cities of Antwerp, 
Brussels, Mechlin, Bergen, Broda, Liere, 
Bruges, Ypres, and in many cities of Gelder- 
land and f =-'- -i — Meteren, viii. 142, 
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others of the same stamp, were will- 
ing enough to follow the lead of so 
distinguished a chieftain. The re- 
monstrance was addressed to the Arch- 
duke, the Prince of Orange, the State 
Council, and the States-general, and 
called upon them all to abide by their 
solemn promises to permit no schism 
in the ancient Chm-ch. Should the 
exercise of the new religion be allowed, 
the petitioners insisted that the god- 
less licentiousness of the Netherlands 
would excite the contempt of all 
peoples and potentates. They sug- 
gested, in conclusion, that aJl the 
principal cities of France — and in 
particular the city of Paris — had kept 
themselves clear of the exercise of the 
new religion, and that repose and pro- 
sperity had been the result.* 

This petition was carried with con- 
siderable solemnity by Champagny, 
attended by many of Ms confederates, 
to the H6tel de Ville, and presented 
to the magistracy of Brussels. These 
functionaries were requested to de- 
liver it forthwith to the Archduke and 
Council. The magistrates demurred. 
A discussion ensued, which grew 
warmer and warmer as it preceded. 
The younger nobles permitted theQ^ 
selves abusive language, which the 
civic dignitaries would not brook. 
The session was dissolved, and the 
magistrates, still followed by the peti- 
tioners, came forth into the 8l»«et 
The confederates, more inflamed than 
ever, continued to vociferate and to 
threaten. A crowd soon collected in 
the square. The citizens were natur- 
ally curious to know why their senators 
were thus browbeaten and insulted by 
a party of insolent young Catholic 
nobles. The old politician at their 
head, who, in spite of many services, 
was not considered a friend to the 
nation, inspired them with distrust* 
Being informed of the presentation of 

» Bor, xii. 976. HoofcU xiii. 576. 

* See the Petition in Bor, xii. 989, 990.— 
Commre Hoofd, xiii. 678. Meteren, viiL Ml 

» Petition in BdT, xii. 989, 990. 

« Bor, xii, 988. Chanipagny was a Cap 
tholio and the brother of Granvellc ; he woi 
also one of the most patriotic and honour- 
able — as he was unquestionably one of the 
bravest— of the Netherlaud nobles. Uia 
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the ];)etition, the multitude loudly de- 
manded that the document should be 
read. This was immediately done. 
The general drift of the remonstrance 
was anything but acceptable, but the 
.allusion to Paris, at the close, excited 
a tempest of indignation. ''Paris! 
Paris ! Saint Bartholomew 1 Saint 
Bartholomew ! Are we to have Pari* 
weddings in Brussels also?" howled 
the mob, as is often the case, extract- 
ing but a single idea, and that a wrong 
one, from the public locture which had 
just been made. " Are we to have a 
Paris massacre, a Paris blood-bath here 
in the Netherland capital? God for- 
bid! God forbid! Away with the 
conspirators ! Down with the Pa- 
pists !*'i 

It was easily represented to the in- 
flamed imaginations of the populace 
that a BriLssels Saint Bartholomew 
had been organised, and that Cham- 
pagny, who stood there before them, 
was its originator and manager. The 
ungrateful NeUierlanders foigot the 
heroism with which the old soldier 
had arranged the defence of Antwerp 
against the " Spanish Fury " but two 
years before. They hesurd only the 
instigations of his enemies; they re- 
membered only that he was the hated 
Gxanvelle's brother; they believed 
only that there was a plot by which, 
in some utterly incomprehensible 
manner, Ihey were all to be immedi- 
ately ^igaged in cutting each others 
throats and throwing each other out 
of the windows, as had been done half 
a dozen years before in Paris. Such 
was the mischievous intention ascribed 
to a petition, which Champagny and 
his friends had a^ much right to offer 
— ^however narrow and mistaken their 
opinions might now be considered — as 
had the synod of Dort to present their 
remonstrances. Never was a more 
malignant or more stupid perversion 
of a simple and not very alarming 
phrase. No allusion had been made 
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to Saint Bartholomew, but all its 
horrors were supposed to be concealed 
in the sentence which referred to 
Paris. The nobles were arrested on 
the spot and hmried to prison, with 
the exception of Champagny, who 
made his escape at first, and lay con- 
cealed for several days.* He was, 
however, finally ferreted out of his 
hiding-place and carried off to Ghent. 
There he was thrown into strict con- 
finement, being treated in all respects 
as the accomplice of Aerschot and the 
other nobles who had been arrested in 
the time of Ryhove's revolution.^ Cer- 
tainly, this conduct towards a brave 
and generous gentleman was ill calcu- 
lated to increase general sympathy for 
the cause, or to merit the approbation 
of Orange. There waS) however, a 
strong prejudice against Champagny. 
His brother Granvelle had never been 
forgotten by the Netherlanders, and 
was still regarded as their most untir- 
ing foe, while Champagny was sup- 
posed to be in close league with the 
Cardinal In these views the people 
were entirely wrong. 

While these events were taking 
place " in Brussels and Antwerp, the 
two armies of the states and of Don 
John were indolently watching each 
other. The sinews of war had been cut 
upon both sides. Both parties were 
cramped by the most abject poverty. 
The troops under Bossu and Casimir, 
in the camp near Mechlin, were 
already discontented, for want of pay. 
The one hundred thousand pounds of 
Elizabeth had already been spent, and 
it was not probable that the offended 
Queen would soon furnish another 
subsidy. The states could with diffi- 
culty extort anything like the assessed 
quotas from the different provinces. 
The Duke of Alengon was still at 
Mons, from which place he had issued 
a violent proclamation of war against 
Don John — & manifesto which had, 
however, not been followed up by 



eharacier is interesting, and his services 
were remarkable. It is said that be could 
not rise to the same tolerance in religious 
matters which the Prince of Orange had 
attained. 
1 Bor, xii. 988. Hoofd, xiii. 678, 679. 



a Ibid. 
142. 



Hoofd, xiii. 679. Meteren, viii. 



8 Bor, xii. 988. Hoofd, xiii. 679. Me- 
teren, viii. 142.— His captivity lasted several 
years. 
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very vigorous demonstrations. Don 
John himself was in his fortified camp 
at Bouge, within a league of Namur, 
but the hero was consuming with 
mental and with bodily fever. He 
was, as it were, besieged. He was 
left entirely without funds, while his 
royal brother obstinately refused com- 
pliance with his earnest demands to be 
recalled, and coldly neglected his im- 
portunities for pecuniary assistance.^ 

Compelled to carry on a war against 
an armed rebellion with such gold only 
as could be extracted from royal words ; 
Btung to the heart by the suspicion of 
which he felt himself the object at 
home, and by the hatred with which 
he was regarded in the provinces; 
outraged in his inmost feelings by the 
murder of Escovedo ; foiled, outwitted, 
reduced to a political nullity by the 
masterly tactics of the " odious heretic 
of heretics " to whom he had originally 
offered his own patronage and the royal 
forgiveness, the high-spirited soldier 
was an object to excite the tenderness 
even of religious and jwlitical op- 
ponents. Wearied with the turmoil 
of camps without battle and of cabi- 
nets without counsel, he sighed for 
repose, even if it could be found only 
in a cloister or the grave. " I rejoice 
to see by your letter,'* he wrote, 
pathetically, to John Andrew Doria, 
at Genoa, "that your life is flowing 
on with such calmness, while the world 
around me is so tumultuously agitated. 
I consider you most fortunate that you 
are passing the remainder of your days 
for God and yoiu^elf; that you are 
not forced to put yourself perpetually 
in the scales of the world's events, nor 
to venture yourself daily on its hazard- 
ous games.' ^ He proceeded to inform 
his friend of his own painful situation, 
BuiTOunded by innumerable enemies, 
without means of holding out more 
than three months, and cut off from 
all assistance by a government which 
could not see that if the present chance 

1 Bor, xii. 997, 998. Iloofd, xiv. 584, 585. 
The States had aprrced to pay 600.000 ol- 
dens per month. The expenses of the army 
were estimated at 800,000 Kiildens permonth. 
— Groan V. Prinst., Archives, vi. 397. Pro- 
clamation in Kor, xii. 09(., 997. 

» This romarkablo and pathetic letter, as 
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were lost, all was lost. He declared it 
impossible for him to fight in the posi- 
tion to which he was reduced, pressed 
as he was within half a mile c^ the point 
which he had always considered as his 
last refuge. He stated also that the 
French were strengthening themselves 
in Hainault, under Alengon, and that 
■the King of France was in readiness to 
break in through Burgundy, 8lK>uld his 
brother obtain a firm foothold in the 
provinces. '' I have besought his Ma- 
jesty over and over again," he con- 
tinued, "to send to me his orders; if 
they come they shall be executed, 
unless they arrive too late. They 
have cut off our hands, and we have 
now nothing for it hut to stretch forth 
oier heads also to the axe. I grieve to 
trouble you with my sorrows, but I 
trust to your sympathy as a man and 
a friend. I hope tiiat you will remem- 
ber me in your prayers, for you can 
put your trust where, in former days, 
I never could place my own." • 

The dying crusader wrote another 
letter, in the same mournful stram, to 
another intimate friend, Don Pedro 
Mendoza, Spanish envoy in Genoa. 
It was dated upon the same day from 
his camp near Namur, and repeated 
the statement that the King of France 
was ready to invade the Netherlands, 
so soon as Alen9on should prepare an 
opening. "His Majesty," continued 
Don John, "is resolved upon nothing; 
at least, I am kept in ignorance of his 
intentions. Our life is doled out to %t 
here hy vioments, I cry aloud, but it 
profits me little. Matters will soon 
be disposed, through our negligence, 
exactly as the Devil would best wish 
them. It is plain that we are left here 
to pine away till our last breath. God 
direct us all as He may see fit ; in His 
hands are all things." * 

Four dajrs later he wrote to the 
King, stating that he was confined to 
his chamber with a fever, by which hfi 
was already as much reduced as if he 



well as that addressed to Mendozai is pnb* ' 
lishcd in Bor, xii. 1004, 1005, and in HooMi 
xiv. 689, 690. I 

« Letter to Doria ; Bor, Hoof .1, ubl sup. 

* Letter to Pedro de Mendoza; Bor, idL 
1005. Hoofd, xiv. 690. 
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had been ill for a montL. " I assure 
your Majesty," said he, "that the 
work here is enough to destroy any 
constitution and any life/^ He re- 
minded Philip how often he had been 
warned by him as 'to the insidious 
pnictices of the French. Those pro- 
phecies had now become facts. The 
French had entered the country, while 
some of the inhabitants were fright- 
ened, others disaffected. Don John 
declsired himself in a dUemma. With 
his small force, hardly enough to make 
head against the enemy immediately 
in front, and to protect the places 
which required g\iarding, 'twas im- 
possible for him to leave his position 
to attack the enemy in Burgundy. II 
he remained stationary, the communi- 
cations were cut ofT through which 
his money and supplies reached him. 
*' Thus I remain," said he, " perplexed 
and oonfused, desiring, more than life,. 
some decision on your Majesty^s part, 
for which I have implored so many 
times." He uiged the King most 
Tehemently to tend him instructhns cu 
fo the comve to be pursued,^ adding that 
it wonnded him to the soul to find 
them 00 long delayed. He begged to 
be informed *' whether he was to attack 
the enemy in Burgundy, whether he 
should await where he then was the 
succour of his Majesty, or whether he 
was to fight, and if so with which of 
his enemies : in fine, what he was to 
do; because, losing or winning, he 
meant to conform to his Majesty's 
wilL He felt deeply pained, he said, 
at being disgraced and abandoned by 
the King, having served him, both as 
a brother, and a man, with love and 
faith and heartiness. "Oiu* lives," 
said he, "are at stake upon this game, 
and all we wish is to lose them hon- 
ourably.*** He begged the King to 
send a special envoy to France, with 
remonstrances on the subject of Alen- 
900, and another to the Pope to ask 
lor the Duke's excommunication. He 
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! protested that he would give his blood 
' rattier than occasion so much annoy- 
ance to the King, but that he felt it 
his duty to tell the naked truth. The 
pest was ravaging his little army. 
Twelve hundred were now in hos- 
I»tal, besides those nursed in private 
houses, and he had no means or money 
to remedy the evil. Moreover, the 
enemy, seeing that they were not op- 
posed in the open field, had cut off the 
passage into Liege by the Meuse, and 
had advanced to Nivelles and Chimay 
for the sake of communications with 
France, by the same river. ^ 

Ten days after these pathetic pas- 
sages had been written, the writer was 
dead. Smce the assassination of Esco- 
vedo, a consuming melancholy had 
settled upon his spirits, and a burning 
fever came, in the month of Septem- 
ber, to destroy his physical strength. 
The house where he lay was a hovel, 
the only chamber of which had been 
long used as a pigeon-house. This 
wretched garret was cleansed, as well 
as it could be of its filth, and hung 
with tapestry emblazoned with armfl- 
rial bearings. In that dovecot the 
hero of Lepanto was destined to ex- 
pire. During the last few days of his 
illness, he was delirious. Tossing upon 
his uneasy couch, he again arranged 
in imagination, the combinations of 
great battles, again shouted his orders 
to rushing squadrons, and listened 
with brightening eye to the trumpet 
of victory. Reason returned, however, 
before the hour of death, and permit- 
ted him the opportunity to make the 
dispositions rendered necessary by his 
condition. He appointed his nephew, 
Alexander of Parma, who had been 
watching assiduously over his death- 
bed, to succeed him, provisionally, in 
the command of the army and in his 
other dignities, received the last sacra- 
ments with composure, and tranquilly 
breathed his last upon the first day of 
October, the month which, since the 



"^ "La orden de eomo tengo de ffohemar." — 
These wovds in Don John's letter were un- 
derlined by Philip, who made upon reading 
them the following most characteristic an- 
notation : " The marked request T will not 
gnnt. I will not tell ;" (lo xvyado no yo le 
dixi.) 



Nos van las vidas en e&to juego," etc., 



9 « 

etc. 



« Carta (descifrada) del S« D. Juan a Su 
Magd., 20 Sept. 167& MS. Royal Library, 
Hague, f. 41-44W, 
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"battle of Lepanto, he had always con- 
sidered a festive and a fortunate one.^ 

It waa inevitable that suspicion of 
poison should be at once excited by 
his disease. Those suspicions have 
been never set at rest, and never 
proved. Two Englishmen, Ratcliflf 
and Gray by name, had been arrested 
and executed on a charge of having 
been employed by Secretary Walsing- 
ham to assassinate the Governor.* The 
charge was doubtless an infamous false- 
hood; but had Philip, who was sus- 
pected of being the real criminal, really 
compassed the death of his brother, it 
was none the less probable that an in- 
nocent victim or two would be exe- 
cuted, to save appearances. Now that 
time has unveiled to ns many mys- 
teries, now that we have learned from 
Philip's own lips and those of his ac- 
complices the exact manner in which 
Montigny and Escovedo were put to 
death, the world will hardly be very 
charitable with regard to other impu- 
tations. It was vehemently suspected 
that Don John had been murdered by 
the command of Philip, but no such 
fact was ever proved. 

The body, when opened that it might 
be embalmed, was supposed to offer 
evidence of poison. The heart was 
dry, the other internal organs were 
likewise so desiccated as to crumble 
when touched, and the general colour 
of the interior was of a blackish brown, 
as if it had been singed. Various 
persons were mentioned aa the pro- 
bable criminals; various motives as- 
signed for the commission of the deed. 
Nevertheless, it must be admitted that 
there were causes, which were imdis- 



1 Van der Hammen y Leon, vi. 324. Bor 
xii. 1005. Cabrera, xii. 1008, 1009. Strada. 
X. 503, 505, 506. Hoofd, 591. 

8 De Thou, vii 699.— Compare Cabrera, 
xU. 1006. 

8 "Namquo in defnncti corporo extitisso 
non oUscum veneui vestigia affirmant, qui 
videnmt." — Stnida, x. 612. The Jesuit di^os 
not express any opinion as to the truth of 
the ref)ort.— Compare Cabrera, xii. 1009. 

Van d. Vyiic.kt, ii. 253, 254. " hallarou 

la parte del coragon seca i todo lo interidr i 
lo esterior denejjrido i come to&tado, que se 
deshazia con el toque ; i \o dcm.-is de color 

Iialiiio do natural difunto."— Ciibrcni, xii 
009. The Seigneur do Bruntomo, after cxl 



puted, for his death, sufficient to render 
a search for the more myBterious ones 
comparatively Buperfluoua. A disorder 
called the pest was raging in his camp, 
and had carried off a thousand of his 
soldiers within a few days, while his 
mental sufferings had been acute 
enough to turn his heart to ashes. 
Disappointed, tormented by friend and 
foe, suspected, insulted, broken spirited, 
it was not strange that he should prove 
an easy victim to a pestilent disoAer 
before which many stronger men were 
daily falling.' 

On the third day after his decease, 
the funeral rites were celebrated. A 
dispute between the Spaniards, Ger- 
mans, ftid Netherlanders in the army 
arose, each claiming precedence in the 
ceremony, on account of superior na- 
tional propinquity to the illustrious 
deceased. All were, in truth, equally 
near to him, for different reasons, and 
it was arranged that all should share 
equally in the obsequies. The corpse 
disembowelled and embalmed, was laid 
upon a couch of state. The hero was 
clad in complete armour; his sword, 
helmet, and steel guantlets lying at his 
feet, a coronet, blazing with precious 
stones, upon his head, the jewelled 
chain and insignia of the Gk>lden Fleece 
about his neck, and perfumed gloves 
upon his hands. Thus royally and 
martially arrayed, he was placed upon 
his bier and borne forth from the house 
where he had died, by the gentlemen 
of his bedchamber. From them he 
was received by the colonels of the 
regiments stationed next his own qua^ 
ters. These chiefs, followed by their 
troops with inverted arms and muffled 



pressing his rej^rets that such a brave son 

of Mars should have died in his bed (" 

comme si c'eiist est6 quelque migiKm do 
Venus "), suggests that he was poisoned bv 
mearu of perjum^ boott (certainly ou oriffi- 
nal method, and one which was not likely 
to make his * ' interior" look as if • ♦ toasted") ; 

** car on tient tout qu'il mounit em- 

poissonnd par des bottines porfameos."— 
Hommes Illust. et Gr., cap. ii. 140. The 
poisoning was attributed to various persons ; 
to Philip, to the Prince ot Orange, and ta 
the Abbot of St Gertrude, who is said to 
have eflFected the deed through one Gueriii, 
a well-known poisoner of Marseilles. — V. 
"Wyn Aanm. op Wagenaer, vii. 05. 8ee al*> 
lloofd, xiv. 691 ; Bor, xa 1004. 
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drums, escorted the body to the next 
station, where it was received by the 
commanding officers, of other national 
regiments, to be again transmitted to 
those of the third. Thus by soldiers 
of the three nations, it was successively 
conducted to the gates of Namur, 
where it was received by the civic au- 
tiiorities. The pall-bearers, old Peter 
Ernest Mansfeld, Ottavio Gonzaga, the 
Marquis de Villa Franca, and the Coimt 
• de Reux, then bore it to the church, 
where it was deposited until the royal 
orders should be received from Spain. 
The heart of the hero was permanently 
buried beneath the pavement of the 
little church, and a monumental in- 
scription, prepared by Alexander Far- 
nese, still indicates the spot where that 
lion heart returned to dust.^ 

It had been Don John's dying re- 
quest to Philip that his remains might 
be buried in the Escorial by the side 
of his imperial father, and the prayer 
being granted, the royal order in due 
time arrived for the transportation of 
the corpse to Spain. Permission had 
been asked and given for the passage 
of a small number of Spanish troops 
through France. The thrifty king 
had, however, made no allusion to the 
fact that those soldiers were to bear 
with them the mortal remains of Le- 
panto's hero, for he was disposed to 
save the expense which a public trans- 
portation of the body and the exchange 
of pompous courtesies with the autho- 
Aties of every town upon the long 
journey would occasion. The corpse 
was accordingly divided into three 
parts, and packed in three separate 
bags ; and i^us the different portions, 
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1 Strad^ z. 615. Hoofd, xiv. 691. *'Be- 
lacioD de la enfermedad y muerte del S. D. 
Juan.**— Documentos In6dito8, viL 443-148. 
.-Compare Tassis, iv. 826 ; Hoofd, ziv. 691; 
HaraeuB (Ann. iii. 286). The inscription on 
the tablet may yet be read at Namur, al- 
though a new chiirch has replaced the one 
in ^i^ich the heart was originally deposited. 

s Btrada, x. 516, 519.—" Relacion de la en- 
fsnnedad y muerte," pp. 443-448. Hoofd, 
xiv. 592. 

> *' tibi ossibus iterum commissis, 

aofeique nexu fill colligatis, totam facile arti- 
colavere compagem corporis." — Strada, x. 

619. *' Quod tomeuto expletum, ao 

superindutis ormis, pretiosis vestibus exor- 
natum ita Regis obtulere oculis quasi pedi- 
YOL. IL 



to save weight, being suspended at the 
saddle-bows of different troopers, the 
body of the conqueror was conveyed 
to its distant resting-place.^ 

"£x][)ende Hannibalem : quot libras in duoe 
summo 
Invenios?" 

Thus irreverently, almost blasphem- 
ously, the disjointed relics of the great 
warrior were hurried through France ; 
France, which the romantic Saracen 
slave had traversed but two short years 
before, filled with high hopes, and 
pursuing extravagant visions. It has 
been recorded by classic historians,^ 
that the diflferent fragments, after their 
arrival in Spain, w6re re-united, and 
fastened together with wire ; that the 
body was then stuffed, attired in mag- 
nificent habiliments, placed upon its 
feet, and supported by a martial staff, 
and that thus prepared foj: a royal 
interview, the mortal remains of Don 
John were presented to his Most 
Catholic Majesty. Philip is said to 
have manifested emotion at sight of 
the hideous spectre — for hideous and 
spectral, despite of jewels, balsams, 
and brocades, must have been that un- 
buried corpse, aping life in attitude 
and vestment, but standing there only 
to assert its privilege of descending 
into the tomb. The claim was granted, 
and Don John of Austria at last found 
repose by the side of his imperial 
father.* 

A sufficient estimate of his character 
has been apparent in the course of the 
narrative. Dying before he had quite 
completed his thirty-third year,^ he 
excites pity and admiration almost as 
much as censure. His military career 

bus innitens, Imperatorii videlicet baculi 
acUumento, plaiu vivere ac fpirare videretur." 
— Ibid. The story must be received, how- 
ever, with extreme caution, as being per- 
haps only one of the imaginative em- 
broideries of that genial Jesuit, Strada. 
There is no mention of the circumstance in the 
"Relacion de la enfermedad," etc., but, on 
the contrary, the body of the hero is there 
represented as having been wrapped decently 
in a shroud of "delicate Hollands," and 
placed in a coffin covered within and with- 
out with black velvet."— Documentos Ine- 
ditos, vii. 443-448. 

* Htrada, x. 619. 

» Tassis, iv. 326. Cabrera, xii, 1009. 
Strada, x. 503. BentivogUo, x. 218. 
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ii-:»^ wc.r* L* Lid err.erz*d fr:^ 
earlj 7. r.L: ''.;•: 'zli tizi -s-is iiPti:;^*! 
v; i: : •: : tt: i- :: >:c H e f : -iii-i r.^i-i-rr 
s&I-r.d '. IT i,:r ••'.■sr^r iii tLe y*ch*T- 
luiis. "cL-tr* L"i "STis 'ies^r:r=»i it Lis 
krn^ and cn.aL*d '•17 -i* i~z**r::r 

th v:^'L he viL.-I::a':eid tia nirnal skill 
&-t Grsr/ol'-'ir-. I'r.* vi.ri.-.rv t-is fr-iitl-esa. 
It TTM brit the S'-.li^irj sr-rinz of the 
tig«r fr»>ia hl^ i'-i^-?-*- a^^'i a^r thit 
serfking oniict hi* life Tfis endei in 

nkilitary g*rn;ca c^ a high order, with 
extrr^.rdiE 4rr perK nal bravery. he wa« 
the List of the p&Lviiiis acd the cm- 
EsuJera. Hi* accomy-lishriie:::* were also 
considerable, and he sr^oke Italian, 
Geniian, Fre::ch. and Sr-anish with 
finer. cv. Kia beauty was reinarkable ; 
hiii jyErra/^nal fa^einaticna acknowledged 
by either sex ; but as a commander of 
men, except: r.g uj-jn the brittle-field, 
he poefle.v:e*l little jreniiia. Hia ambi- 
tion waa the ambition of a knight- 
errant, an adventurer, a Xorman pirate; 
it was a jjersonal and taw^lry ambition. 
Vague and contra^lictory dreams of 
cr^^wns, of royal marriages, of extem- 
porLr:e<l dynasties, floated ever before 
him; but he *.vas himself always the 
hero of his own romance. He sought 
a throne in Africa or in Britain; he 
dreamed of enfyDusiag Mary of Scotland 
at the ex[>ense of Elizabeth, and was 
even thought to asfjire secretly to the 
hand of the great English Queen her- 
uelf.^ Thus, crusa4^1er and bigot as he 
was, he was willing to be reconciled 

1 TIiIh projc<i;, amonp^ other visions, may 
have occapiwl the dreamy mind of Don John 
liiiriMlf, but it flecms aAtonishing that grave 
hlHUiriaris should record their opinion that 
such a scheme had ever been sanotioned 
by Elizabeth. Yot Cabrera, Cuntivoglio, 
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whL LeroBT. if heresy could furnish 

y-^ -stA a ttrGue. 

Ii fs 8cp«T£'l•j^ls to state that he 
-mr^ =■:• *-.%a-h by mental endowments, 
f.;r W-T-AP- cf CTange ; but even had 
he '?««= Bj. the moral standard by 
whioL each measured himself placed 
the Cizip^'ieror far below the Father 
ri\ !<«: pie. It must be admitted that 
D:<3 J>hn is entitled to but small 
credit f :r his p:>Iii£cal achievements in 
the yetherlazi'is. He was incapable 
of p^rceivii:^ that the great contest 
between the Reformation and the In- 
qrifsirion c»5u!d never be amicably ar- 
ranged in th-»e provinces, and that the 
character cf William of Orange was 
neither to be softened by royal smiles, 
Eor perverted by appeals to sordid 
interests. It would have been periiaps 
impoasicle for him, with his education 
and temperament, to have embraced 
what seez^ to us the right cause, but 
it ought, at least, to have been in his 
pDwer to nsad the character of his 
antagonist, and to estimate his own 
position with something like accuracy. 
He may be forgiven that he did not 
succeed in reconciling hostile parting 
when his only plan to accomplish such 
a purpose was the extermination of the 
most considerable faction ; but althoiigh 
it was not to be expected that he woidd 

■ look on the provinces with the eyes of 
I William the Silent, he might have 
I comprehended that the Netheriand 

chieftain was neither to be pmtdiasej 

■ nor cajoled The only system by whidi 
the two religions could live together 
in peace had been discovered by the 

\ Prince ; but toleration, in the eyee of 
Catholics, and of many Protestants, wit 

■ still thought the deadliest heresy oi aH 

! Strada, and even the more modem Van der 
j Vynckt, allude to the report. — Vida (V 
- brera. xiL 971. Bentivoglio, x. 618. Btndli 

X. 508. Van d. Vynckt, iL 264.— Oompia 

Groan v. Prinstcrer, vi 453. 
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A niTH governor now stood in the 
plioe wMch had been successively 
vacated by Margaret of Parma, by 
Atr^ by &e Grand Commander, and 
\xj Bon John of Austria. Of all the 
endnent personages to whom Philip 
liad confided the reins of that most 
4iffieult and dangerous administration, 
Hie man who was now to rule was by 
fat the ablest and the best fitted for 
llii post. If there were living chario- 
teer skilful enough to guide the wheels 
«€ state, whiiling now more dizzily 
tlian ever through " ccmfusum chaos, 
Alexander Famese was &e charioteer 
to guide — ^his hand the only one which 
Ooold control. 



He was now in his thirty-third year 
— ^his uncle Don John, his cousin Don 
Carlos, and himself, having all been 
bom within a few months of each other. 
His father was Ottavio Famese, the 
faithful lieutenant of Charles the Fifth, 
and grandson of Pope Paul the Third; 
his mother was Margaret of Parma, 
first Regent of the Netherlands after 
the departure of Philip from the pro- 
vinces. He was one of the- twins by 
which the reunion of Margaret and 
her youthful husband had been blessed, 
and the only one that siurived. His 
great-grandfeither, Paul, whose- secular 
name of Alexander he had received, 
had placed his hand upon the new- 
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Vim infant's head, and prophesied that 
he Wiuld ^fAv up to become a mighty 
warrior.^ The ViV, from hia earliest ■ 
years, «eemed destined to verify the 
prediction. Though apt enough at 
hi.s BtudieH, he turned with impatience 
from hill literary tutors to military 
eierciaea and the hardiest sports. The 
<lin of arms surrounderl his cradle. 
The trophies of Ottavio, returning vie- \ 
torioufi from beyond the Alps, had | 
dazzled the eyes of his infancy, and 
when but Bix years of age he had wit- 
iiess^fd the siege of his native Parma, 
and its- vigr irons defence by his martial 
father. "NVhen Philip was in the Xe- 
therlan^ls — in the years immediately 
succeeding the abdication of the Em- 
j»eror — he had received the boy from 
hirf parents as a hostage for their 
frieiKlrihip. Although but eleven years ■ 
of age, Alexander had begged earnestly ! 
to be allowed to serve as a volunteer ' 
on the memorable day of Saint Quentin, I 
and had wept bitterly when the amazed ! 
monarch refused lus request.* His 
Oilucation had been completed at 
AlcaM, and at Madrid, imder the im- 
mediate supervision of his royal uncle, 
and in the companionship of the In- 
fante Carlos and the brilliant Don 
John. The imperial bastard was alone 
able to surpass, or even to equal the 
Italian prince in all martial and manly 
pursuits. Both were equally devoted 
to the chase and to the toumay ; both 
longed impatiently for the period when 
the irksome routine of monkish pedan- 
try, aTid the fictitious combats which 
f(;rmed their main recreation, should 
bo exchanged for the substantial de- 
lights of war. At the age of twenty 
ho had been affianced to Maria of Por- 
tugal, daughter of Prince Edward, 
granddau^jhter of King Emanuel, 
and his nuptials with that peerless 
princess were, as we have seen, cele- 
brated soon afterwards with much 
pomp in Brussels. Sons and daugh- 
ters wore born to him in due time, 
during his subsequent residence in 
]*arma. Here, however, the fiery and 
impatient spirit of the future illustri- 
ous commander was doomed for a time 



1 Btnula, ix. 451, x. 608. 
3 Ibid., ix. 468. 
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to fret under restraint, and to corrode 
in distasteful repose. His father, still 
in the vigour of his years, governing 
the family duchies of Puma and 
Piacenza, Alexander had no occupa- 
tion in the brief period of peace which 
then existed. The martial spirit, pin- 
ing for a wide and lofty sphere of 
action, in which alone its energies 
could be fitly exercised, now soi:^t 
delight in the pursuits of the duellist 
and gladiator. Nightly did the here- 
ditary prince of the land perambulate 
the streets of his capital, disguised, 
well armed, alone, or with a single 
confidential attendant.' Every chance 
passenger of martial aspect whom he 
encountered in the midnight streets 
was forced to stand and measure 
swords with an unknown, almost un- 
seen, but most redoubtable foe, and 
many were the single combats which 
he thus enjoyed, so long as his incog- 
nito was preserved. EspeciaUy, it was 
his wont to seek and defy every gen- 
tleman whose skill or bravery had ever 
been commended in his hearing. At 
last, upon one occasion it was his for- 
tune to encounter a certain Count 
Torelli, whose reputation as a swords- 
man and duellist was well established 
in Parma. The blades were joined, 
and the fierce combat had already been 
engaged in the darkness, when the 
torch of an accidental passenger flashed 
full in the face of Alexander. Torelli, 
recognising thus suddenly his anta- 
gonist, dropped his sword and implored 
forgiveness,* for the wily Italian was 
too keen not to perceive that even if 
the death of neither combatant should 
be the result of the fray, his own posi- 
tion was, in every event, a false one. 
Victory would ensure him the hatred, 
defeat the contempt of his future sove- 
reign. The unsatisfactory issue and 
subsequent notoriety of this encounter 
put a termination to these midnight 
joys of Alexander, and for a seaison he 
felt obliged to assume more pacific 
habits, and to solace himself with the 
society of that " phoonix of Portugal," 
who nad so long sat brooding on hia 
domestic hearth. 



« Ibid., isc. 454, 456. 
* Ibid., ix. 466. 
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At last the holy league was formed, 
the new and last crusade proclaimed, 
his uncle and bosom friend appointed 
to the command of the united troops 
of Rome, SfMun, and Venice. He could 
no longer be restrained. Disdaining 
the pleadings of his mother and of his 
spouse, he extorted permission from 
Philip, and flew to the seat of war in 
the Levant. Don John received him 
with open arms, just before the famous 
action of Lepanto, and gave him an ex- 
cellent position in the very front of 
the battle, with the command of several 
Genoese galleys^ Alexander's exploits 
on that eventful day seemed those of 
a fabulous hero of romance. He laid 
his gaUey alongside of the treasure- 
ship of uie Turkish fleet, a vessel, on 
acooimt of its importance, doubly 
maimed and armed. Impatient that 
the Crescent was not lowered, after a 
few broadsides, he sprang on board the 
enemy alone, waving an immense two- 
handed Bword-^his usual weapon — 
and mowing a passage ri^t and left 
through the hostile ranks for the war- 
riors who tardily followed the footsteps 
of their vehement chief. Mustapba 
Bey, the treasurer and commander of 
the ship, fell before his sword, besides 
many odiers, whom he hardly saw or 
counted. The galley was soon his 
own, as well as another, which came 
to the rescue of the treasure-ship, only 
to share its defeat. The booty which 
Alexander's crew secured was prodi- 
gious, individual soldiers obtaining 
two and three thousand ducats each.^ 
Don John received his nephew after 
the battle with commendations, not, 
however, unmingled with censure. 
The successful result alone had justifi- 
ed such insane and desperate, conduct, 
for had he been slain or overcome, said 
the commander-in-chief, there would 
have been few to applaud his temerity. 
Alexander gaily replied by assuring 
his unde that he had felt sustained 
by a more than mortal confidence, the 
pniyers which his saintly wife was in- 
oeswntly offering in his behalf since 
he went to the wars being a sufficient 

1 Stntda, ix. 456, 457. 

« Ibid., Ix. 458. • Ibid., ix. 460. 

4 * * £en fol gosicht," says Bor, 8, xxix. 661 ; 



support and shield in oven greater 
danger than he had yet confronted.* 

This was Alexander's first campaign, 
nor was he permitted to reap any more 
glory for a few succeeding years. At 
last, Philip was disposed to send both 
his mother and himself to the Nether- 
lands, removing Don John from the 
rack where he had been enduring such 
slow torture. Oranvelle's intercession 
proved fruitless with the Duchess, but 
Alexander was all eagerness to go 
where blows were jwwsing current, and 
he- gladly led the reinforcements which 
were sent to Don John at the close of 
the year 1577. He had reache<l Lux- 
emburg on the 18th of December of 
that year, in time, as we have seen, to 
participate, and, in fact, to take the 
lead in the signal victory of Qembloiirs. 
He had been struck with the fatal 
change which disappointment and 
anxiety had wrought upon the beauti- 
ful and haughty features of his illus- 
trious kinsman.' He had since closed 
his eyes in ^e camp^ and erected a 
marble tablet over his heart in the 
little church. He now governed in 
his stead. 

His personal appearance correspond- 
ed with his character. He had the 
head of a gladiator, round, compact, 
combative, with something alert and 
snake-like in its movements. The 
black, closely-shorn hair was erect and 
bristling. The forehead was lofty and 
narrow. The features were handsome, 
the nose regularly aquiline, the eyes 
well opened, dark, piercing, but with 
something dangerous and sinister in 
their expression.* There was an habi- 
tual look askance, as of a man seeking 
to parry or inflict a mortal blow — the 
look of a swordsman and professional 
fighter. The lower part of the face 
was swallowed in a bushy beard; ihe 
mouth and chin being quite invisible. 
He was of middle stature, well formed, 
and graceful in person, princely in de- 
meanour, sumptuous and stately in 
apparel.* His high ruff of point lace, 
his badge of the Golden Fleece, his 
gold-inlaid Milan armour, marked him 

and the portraits confirm the statement. 

6 '• Kostelijck en ovcrdadig in kleedoron." 
—Bor, loc. cit. 
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at once as one of high degree. On the 
field of battle, he possessed the rare 
gift of inspiring his soldiers with his 
own impetuous and chivalrous courage. 
He ever led the way upon the most 
dangerous and desperate ventures, and, 
like his uncle and his imperial grand- 
father, well knew how to reward the 
devotion of his readiest followers with 
a poniard, a feather, a riband, a jewel, 
taken with his own hands from his 
own attire.^ 

His military abilities — now for the 
first time to be largely called into em- 
ployment — were unquestionably su- 
perior to those of Don John, whose 
name had been surrounded with such 
splendour by the world -renowned 
battle of Lepanto. Moreover, he pos- 
sessed far greater power for governing 
men, whether in camp or cabinet. 
Less attractive and fascinating, he 
was more commanding than his kins- 
man. Decorous and self-poised, he 
was only passionate before the enemy, 
but he riarely permitted a disrespectful 
look or word to escape condign and de- 
liberate chastisement. He was no 
schemer or dreamer. He was no 
knight errant. He would not have 
crossed seas and mountains to rescue 
a captive queen, nor have sought to 
place her crown on his own head as a 
reward for his heroism. He had a 
single and concentrated kind of cha- 
racter. He knew precisely the work 
which Philip required, and felt him- 
self to be precisely the workman that 
had so long been wanted. Cool, inci- 
sive, fearless, artful, be united the un- 
scrupulous audacity of a condottiere 
with the wily patience of a Jesuit. 
He could coil unperceived through un- 
suspected paths, could strike suddenly, 
sting mortally. He came prepared, 
not only to smite the Netherknders 
in the open field, but to cope with 
them in tortuous policy ; to outwatch 
and outweary them in the game to 
which his impatient predecessor had 
fallen a baffled victim. He possessed 
the art and the patience — as time was 
to prove — not only to undermine their 
most impregnable cities, but to delve 
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below the intrigues of their most ac- 
complished politicians. To circum- 
vent at once both their negotiators 
and their ^nen-at-arms was his ap- 
pointed task. Had it not been for 
the courage, the vigilance, and the 
superior intellect of a single antago- 
nist, the whole of the Netherlands 
would have shared the fate which was 
reserved for the more southern por- 
tion. Had the life of William of 
Orange been prolonged, perhaps the 
evil genius of the Netherlands might 
have still been exorcised throughout 
the whole extent of the country. 

As for religion, Alexander Famese 
was, of course, strictly Catholic, re- 
garding all seceders &om Romanism 
as mere heathen dogs. Not that he 
practically troubled himself much with 
sacred matters — ^for, during the life- 
time of his wife, he had cavalierly 
thrown the whole burden of his per- 
sonal salvation upon her saintly shoul- 
ders. She had now flown to higher 
spheres, but Alexander was, peihaps, 
willing to rely upon her continued 
intercessions in his behalf. The life 
of a bravo in time of peace — the de- 
liberate project in war to exterminate 
whole cities full of innocent people, 
who had different notions on the enib- 
ject of image-worship and ecdesiaBti- 
cal ceremonies from those entertained 
at Rome, did not seem to him at all 

j incompatible with the precepts of 
Jesus. Hanging, drowning, burning 

, and butchering heretics were the 

. legitimate deductions of his theology. 

' He was no casuist nor pretender to 
holiness : but in those days every man 
was devout, and Alexander looked 
with honest horror upon the impiety 
of the l^eretics, whom he persecuted 
and massacred. He attended mass 
regularly — in the winter mornings by 
torch-light — and would as soon have 
foregone his daily tennis as his religi* 
ous exercises. Romanifim was the 
creed of his caste. It was the religion 
of princes and gentlemen of high de- 
gree. As for Lutheranism, Zwinghsm, 
Calvinism, and similar systems, they 
were but the fantastic rites of weavers, 
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brewers, and the like — an ignoble herd, 
whose presumption in entitling them- 
selves Christian, while rejecting the 
Pope, called for their instant extermi- 
nation. His personal habits were ex- 
tremely temperate. He was accus- 
tomed to say that he ate only to sup- 
port life; and he rarely finished a 
dinner without haying risen three or 
four times from table to attend to 
some public business which, in his 
opinion, ought not to be deferred.^ 

His previous connexions in the Ne- 
therlands were of use to him, and he 
knew how to turn them to immediate 
account. The great nobles, who had 
been uniformly actuated by jealousy 
of the Prince of Orange, who had been 
baffled in their intrigue with Matthias, 
whose half-blown designs upon Anjou 
had already been nipped in the bud, 
were now peculiarly in a position to 
listen to the wily tongue of Alexander 
Famese. The Montignys, the La 
Hottes, ihe Meluns, the Egmonts, the 
Aerschots, the Havr^, foiled and 
doubly foiled in all their small in- 
trigues and their base ambition, were 
ready to sacrifice their country to the 
man they hated, and to the ancient re- 
ligion which they thought that they 
loved. The Malcontents ravaging the 
land of Hainault and threatening 
Ohent, the " Paternoster Jacks " who 
were only waiting foi* a favourable 
opportunity and a good baiigain to 
make their peace with Spain, were the 
rery instruments which Parma most 
desred to use at this opening stage of 
bis careep. The position of affairs was 
far more favourable for him than it 
had been for Don John when he first 
succeeded to power. On the whole, 
there seemed a bright prospect of suc- 
oen. It seemed quite possible that it 
would be in Parma's power to reduce, 
at last, this chronic rebellion, and to 
re-establish the absolute supremacy of 
Ghtuoh and King. The pledges of 
the Ghent, ireaty had been broken, 
while in the unions of Brussels which 
had sucoeeded, the fatal religious cause 
had turned the instrument of, peace 
into a sword. The " religion-peace " 
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which had been proclaimed at Ant- 
werp had hardly found favour any- 
where. As the provinces, for an in- 
stant, had seemingly got the better of 
their foe, they turned madly upon 
each other, and the fires of religious 
discord, which had been extinguished 
by the common exertions of a whole 
race trembling for the destruction of 
their fatherland, were now re-lighted 
with a thousand brands plucked from 
the sacred domestic hearth. Fathers 
and children, brothers and sisters, 
husbands and wives, were beginning 
to wrangle, and were prepared to per- 
secute. Catholic and Protestant, dur- 
ing the momentary relief from pres- 
sure, forgot their voluntary and most 
blessed Pacification, to renew their 
internecine feuds. The banished Re- 
formers, who had swarmed back in 
droves at the tidings of peace and 
good-will to all men, found themselves 
bitterly disappointed. They were ex- 
posed in the Walloon provinces to the 
persecutions of the Malcontents, in the 
Frisian regions to the still powerful 
coercion of the royal stadholders. 

Persecution begat counter-persecu- 
tion. The city of Ghent became the 
centre of a system of insurrection, by 
which all the laws of God and man 
were outraged under the pretence of 
establishing a larger liberty in civil 
and religious matters. It was at Ghent 
that the opening scenes in Parma's 
administration took place. Of the 
high-bom suitors for the Netherland 
bride, two were still watching each 
other with jealous eyes. Anjou was 
at Mons, which city he had secretly 
but unsuccessfully attempted to mas- 
ter for his own purposes. John Casimir 
was at Ghent,* fomenting an insur- 
rection which he had neither skill to 
guide, nor intelligence to comprehend. 
There was a talk of making him Count 
of Flanders,' and his paltry ambition 
was dazzled by the glittering prize. 
Anjou, who meant to be Count of 
Flanders himself, as well as Duke or 
Count of all the other Netherlands, was 
highly indignant at this report, which 
he chose to consider true. He wrote 
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to the edtatea to express his indignatioxL 
He wrote to Ghent to offer his media- 
tion between the burghers and the 
3iaIcontent8. Caaimir wanted money 
for his troops. He obtained a liberal 
rjpplj, but he wanted more. Mean- 
time, the mercenairiea were expatiating 
on their own account throu^out the 
southern provinces; eating up every 
green leaf, robbing and pillaging, where 
robbery and pillage had gone so often 
that hardly anything was left for 
rapine.^ Thus dealt the soldiers in 
the open coimtry, while their master 
at Ghent was plunging into the com- 
plicated intrigues spread over that un- 
fortunate city by the most mischievous 
demagogues that ever polluted a sacred 
cause. Well had Canlinal Granvelle, 
his enemy, William of Hesse, his friend 
and kinsman, understood the character 
of John Casimir. Robbery and pillage 
were his achievements, to make chaos 
more confounded was his destiny. 
Anjou — disgusted with the temporary 
favour accorded to a rival whom he 
affected to despise — disbanded his 
troops in dudgeon, and prepared to 
retire to France.' Several thousand 
of these mercenaries took service im- 
mediately with the Malcontents '* imder 
Montigny, thus swelling the ranks of 
the deadliest foes to that land over 
which Anjou had assumed the title of 
protector. The states' army, mean- 
while, had been rapidly dissolving. 
There were hardly men enough left to 
make a demonstration in the field, or 
properly to garrison the more impor- 
tant towns. The imhappy provinces, 
torn by civil and religious dissensions, 
were overrun by hordes of unpaid sol- 
diers of all nations, creeds, and tongues 
—Spaniards, Italians, Burgundians, 
Walloons, Germans, Scotch and Eng- 
lish; some who came to attack and 
others to protect, but who all achieved 
nothing and agreed in nothing save to 
maltreat and to outrage the drfenceless 
peasantry and denizens of the smaller 
towns. The contemporary chronicles 
are full of harrowing domestic tra- 
gedies, in which the actors are always 
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the ixafAeok foreign aoldieiy and their 
desperate Tictims.^ 

Ghent — energetic, opulent, power- 
fol, paanoDftte, unroly Ghent — ^was 
now the focus of discord, the centre 
from whence radiated not the Hght 
and warmth of reasonable and int^- 
gent liberty, but the bale-fires (xE 
murderoQS Ucence and savage anarchy. 
The second city of the Netherlands, 
one of the wealthiest and most power- 
ful cities of Christendom, it had been 
its fate so often to overstep the bounds 
of reason and moderation in its devo- 
tion to freedom, so often to incur 
ignominious chastisement from power 
which its own excesses had made more 
powerful, that its name was already 
becoming a bye-word. It now, most 
fatally and for ever, was to misunder- 
stand its true position. The Prince 
of Orange, the great architect of his 
country's fortunes, would have made 
it the keystone of the arch which he 
was labouring to construct. Had he 
been allowed to perfect his plan, the 
structure might have endured for ages, 
a perpetual bulwai^ against tyranny 
and wrong. The temporary and slender 
frame by which the great artist had 
supported his arch while still unfinish- 
ed, was plucked away by rude and 
ribald hands; the keystone plunged 
into the abyss, to be lost for ever, and 
the great work of Orange remained a 
fragment from its commencement. 
The acts of demagogues, the conserva- 
tive disgust at licence, the jealousy of 
rival nobles, the venality of military 
leaders, threw daily fresh stumbling* 
blocks in his heroic path. It was not 
six months after the advent of Famese 
to power, before that bold and subtle 
chieftain had seized the double-edged 
sword of religious dissension as firmly 
as he had grasped his celebrated brand 
when he boarded the galley of Musta- 
pha Bey, and the Netherlands were 
cut in twain, to be re-united never- 
more. The separate tre5,ty of the 
Walloon provinces was soon destined 
to separate the Celtic and Romanesque 
elements from the Batavian and Frisian 
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portion of a nationality, which, tho- 
roughly fused in all its parts, would 
have formed as admirable a compotmd 
of fire and endurance as history has 
ever seen. 

Meantime, the grass was growing 
and the cattle were grazing in the 
sia'eetB of Ghent,^ where once the 
tramp of workmen going to and from 
their laboiA' was like the movement of 
a mighty army.' The great majority 
of the burghers were of the Reformed 
religion, and disposed to make effec- 
tual resistance to the Malcontents, led 
by the disaffected nobles. The city, 
considering itself the natural head of 
all the southern country, was indig- 
nant that the Walloon provinces should 
dare to reassert that supremacy of Ro- 
manism which had been so effectually 
suppressed, and to admit the possibility 
of friendly relaUons with a sovereign 
who had been virtually, disowned. 
There were two parties, however, in 
Ghent. Both were led by men of aban- 
doned and dangerous character.' Im- 
bize, the worse of the two demagogues, 
was inconstant, cruel, cowardly, and 
treacherous, but possessed of eloquence 
and a talent for intrigue. Ryhove 
was a bolder ruf&an — wrathful, bitter, 
and unscrupulous. Imbize was at the 
time opposed to Orange, disliking his 
moderation, and trembling at his firm- 
ness. Ryhove considered himself the 
friend of the Prince. We have seen 
that he had consulted him previously 
to his memorable attack upon Aer- 
schot, in the autumn of the preceding 
year, and we know the result of that 
conference. 

The Prince, with the slight dissimu- 
lation which belonged less to his cha- 
racter than to his theory of politics, 
and which was perhaps not to be avoided, 
in that age of intrigue, by any man 
who woidd govern his feUow-men, 
whether for g^od or evil, had winked 
at a project which he would not openly 
approve. He was not thoroughly ac- 
quainted, however, with the desperate 
d^uuacter of the man, for he would 
have scorned an instrument so tho- 
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roughly base as Ryhove subsequently 
proved. The violence of that person- 
age on the occasion of the arrest of 
Aerschot and his colleagues was mild- 
ness compared with the deed with 
which he now disgraced the cause of 
freedom. He had been Ordered out 
from Ghent to oppose a force of Mal- 
contents which was gathering in the 
neighbourhood of Courtray ; * but he 
swore that he would not leave the 
gates so long as two of the gentlemen 
whom he had arrested on the twenty- 
eighth of the previous October, and 
who yet remained in captivity, were 
still alive.* These two prisoners were 
ex-procurator Visch and Blood-Coim- 
cillor Hessels. Hessels, it seemed, had 
avowed imdying hostility to Ryhove 
for the injury sustained at his hands, 
and he had sworn, " by his grey beard," 
that the ruf&an should yet hang for 
the outrage. Ryhove, not feeling very 
safe in the position of affairs which 
then existed and knowing that he 
could neither trust Imbize, who had 
formerly been his friend, nor the im- 
prisoned nobles, who had ever been 
his implacable enemies, was resolved 
to make himself safe in one quarter at 
least, before he set forth against the 
Malcontents. Accordingly, Hessels 
and Visch, as they sat tc^ether in 
their prison, at chess, upon the 4th of 
October, 1578, were suddenly sum- 
moned to leave the house, and to enter 
a carriage which stood at the door. A 
force of armed men brought the order, 
and were sufficiently strong to enforce 
it. The prisoners obeyed, and the 
coach soon rolled slowly through the 
streets, left the Courtray gate, and 
proceeded a short distance along the 
road towards that city.* 

After a few minutes a halt was 
made. Ryhove then made his appear- 
ance at the carriage-window, and an- 
nounced to the astonished prisoners 
that they were forthwith to be hanged 
upon a tree which stood by the road- 
side. He proceeded to taunt the aged 
Hessels with his threat against him- 
self, and with his vow " by his grey 
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beard." " Such grey beard shalt thou 
never live thyself to wear, ruffian," 
cried Hessels, stoutly — furious rather 
than terrified at the suddenness of his 
doom. " There thou Uest, false trai- 
tor ! " roared Ryhove in reply ; and to 
prove the falsehood, he straightway 
tore out a handful of the old mans 
beard, and fastened it upon his own 
cap like a plume. His action was 
imitated by several of his companions, 
who cut for themselves locks from the 
same grey beard, and decorated them- 
selves as their leader had done. This 
preliminary ceremony having been con- 
cluded, the two aged prisoners were 
forthwith hanged on a tree, without 
the least pretence of trial or even sen- 
tence.^ 

Such was the end of the famous 
councillor who had been wont to shout 
" ad jxitibidum" in his sleep. It was 
cruel that the fair face of civil liberty 
shewing itself after years of total 
eclipse, should be insulted by auch 
bloody deeds on the part of her vota- 
ries. It was sad that the crimes of 
men like Imbize and Ryhove should 
have cost more to the cause of reli- 
gious and political freedom than the 
lives of twenty thousand such ruffians 
were worth. But for the influence of 
demagogues like these, coimteracting 
the lofty efforts and pure hfe of 
Orange, the separation might never 
have occurred between the two por- 
tions of the Netherlands. The Prince 
had not power enough, however, nor 
the nascent commonwealth sufficient 
consistency, to repress the disorganis- 
ing tendency of a fanatical Romanism 
on the one side, and a retaliatory and 
cruel ochlocracy on the other. 

Such events, with the hatred grow- 
ing dailjt more intense between the 
Walloons and the Ghenters, made it 
highly important that some kind of 
an accord should be concluded, if i>os- 
sible. In the country, the Malcon- 
tents, under pretence of protecting 
the Catholic clergy, were daily abusing 
and plundering the people, while in 

1 IToofd, xiv. 593, 504. Bor, xiii. 6, soq. 
Motorcu, viii. 143. Wagenaor, Vad. Hist., 
vii. 234. 



Ghent the clergy were maltreated, the 
cloisters pillaged, imder the pretence 
of maintaining liberty.' In tluB emer- 
gency the eyes of all honest men turned 
naturally to Orange. 

Deputies went to and fro between 
Antwerp and Ghent. Three points 
were laid down by the Prince as indis- 
pensable to any arrangement — ^firstly, 
that the Catholic clei^gy Vhould be 
allowed the free use of their property; 
secondly, that they should not be dis- 
turbed in the exercise of their reli- 
gion; thirdly, that the gentlemen kept 
in prison since the memorable twenty- 
eighth of October should be released.' 
If these points should be granted, the 
Archduke Matthias, the states-general, 
and the Prince of Orange would agree 
to drive off the Walloon soldiery, and 
to defend Ghent against all injury.* 
The two first points were granted, 
upon condition that sufficient guar- 
antees should be established for the 
safety of the Reformed religion. The 
third was rejected, but it was agreed 
that the prisoners, Champagny, Swe- 
veghem, and the rest — who, after the 
horrid fate of Hessels and Viscb, 
might be supposed to be sufficiently 
anxious as to their own doom — should 
have legal trial, and be defended in 
the meantime from outrage' 

On the 3d of November, 1678, a 
formal act of acceptance of these terms 
was signed at Antwerp.^ At the same 
time, there was murmuring at Ghent, 
the extravagant portion of the liberal 
party averring that they had no inten- 
tion of establishing the "religious 
peace" when they agreed not to molest 
the CathoUcs. On the 11 th of Novem- 
ber, the Prince of Orange sent messen- 
gers to Ghent in the name pf the 
Archduke and the states-general, sum- 
moning the authorities to a futhful 
execution of the act of acceptance. 
Upon the same day the English envoy, 
Davidson, made an energetic represen- 
tation to the same magistrates, declar- 
ing that the conduct of the Ghenters 
was exciting regret throughout the 
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world, and affording a proof that it 
was their object to protract, not sup- 
press, the ciTil war which hstd so long 
been raging. Such proceedings, he 
observed, created doubts whether they 
were williog to obey any law or any 
magistracy. As, however, it might be 
supposed that the presence of John 
Casimir in Ghent at that juncture was 
authorised by Queen Elizabeth — inas- 
much as it was known that he had 
received a subsidy from her — the en- 
voy took occasion to declare that her 
Majesty entirely disavowed his pro- 
ceedings. He observed further liiat, 
in the opinion of her Majesty, it was 
still possible to maintain peace by con- 
forming to the counsels of the Prince 
of Orange and of the states-general. 
This, however, could be done only by 
establishing the three points which he 
had laid down. Her Majesty likewise 
warned the Ghenters that their con- 
duct would soon compel her to aban- 
don the country's cause altogether, 
and, in conclusion, she requested, with 
characteristic thriftiness, to be imme- 
diately furnished with a city bond for 
forty-five thousand pounds sterling.^ 

Two days afterwards, envoys arrived 
from Brussels to remonstrate, in their 
turn, with the sister city, and to save 
her, if poB8ible,from the madness which 
had sa[zed upon her. They recalled 
to the memory of the magistrates the 
frequenC and wise counsels of the 
Prince of Orange. He had declared 
that he knew of no means to avert the 
impending desolation of the fatherland 
save imion of all the provinces and 
obedience to the general government. 
His own reputation, and the honour of 
his house, he felt now to be at stake ; 
for, by reason of the offices which he 
now held, he had been ceaselessly 
calumniated as the author of all the 
crimes which had been committed at 
Ghentw Against these calumnies he 
had avowed' his intention of publishing 
his defence.' After thus citing the 



1 Bor, xiH. 7. 
« Ibid., xiii. 8. 

* " Ala uaest God niemand kennendc die 
de gemeine sake en inwendigen nood beter 
'ventaet en de romedien bcter kan dirigo- 
ren."— Bor, ubi sup. 



opinion of the Prince, the envoys im- 
plored the magistrates to accept the 
religious peace which he had proposed, 
and to liberate the prisoners as he had 
demanded. For their own part, they 
declared that the inhabitants of Brus- 
sels would never desert him ; for, next 
to God, there was no one who imder- 
stood their cause so entirely, or who 
could point out the remedy so intelli- 
gently.» 

Thus reasoned the envoys from the 
states-general and from Brussels, but 
even while they were reasoning, a fresh 
tumult occurred at Ghent. The peo- 
ple had been inflamed by demagogues, 
and by the insane bowlings of Peter 
Dathenus, the imfrocked monk of 
Poperingen, who had been the servant 
and minister both of the Pope and of 
Orange, and who now hated each with 
equal fervour. The populace, under 
these influences, rose in its wrath upon 
the Catholics, smote all their images 
into fragments, destroyed all their altar 
pictures, robbed them of much valuable 
property, and turned all the Papists 
themselves out of the city. The riot 
was so furious that it seemed, says a 
chronicler, as if all the inhabitants had 
gone raving mad.* The drums beat 
the alarm, the magistrates went forth 
to expostulate, but no commands were 
heeded till the work of destruction had 
been accomplished, when the tumult 
expired at last by its own limitation. 

Affairs seemed more threatening 
than ever. Nothing more excited the 
indignation of the Prince of Orange 
than such senseless iconomachy. In 
fact, he had at one time procured an 
enactment by the Ghent authorities, 
making it a crime punishable with 
death.* He was of Luther's opinion, 
that idol-worship was to be eradicated 
from the heart, and that then the idols 
in the churches would fall of them- 
selves. He felt too with Landgrave 
William, that " the destruction of 
such worthless idols was ever avenged 

* ''Met gulken geraes, getier en gebaer 
datmen geseid sonde hebben dat alle de in- 
woonders dol en rasende waren."— Bor, xiii. 
9. Meteren, ix. 149. 

» Gh. Gesch., ii. 39: cited by Grocn, v. 
Prinst, vi. 465. 
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by torrente of good human blood.'** 
Therefore it may be well supposed 
that tlii^ fresh act of senseless violence, 
in the very teeth of his remonstrances, 
in the very presence of his envoys^ 
met with his stem disapprobation. He 
was on the p^<int of publishing his 
defence against the calumnies which 
his toleration had drawn upon him 
from both C^iholio and Calvinisi. He 
was deeply revolving the que&tion, 
whether it were not better to turn his 
back at once upon a CDuntiy which 
seemed so incapable of comprehending 
his high purposes, or secc'nding his 
virtuous efforts. Fnjm both projecis i: 
hewasvlissuade'i: and although bitterly 
WTvnged by b«jih friend and fc-e, al- 
though feeling that even in his own 
Holland.- there were whispers against 
his piiriry. since his favourable inclina- 
tions towards Anjcu had t-ec-:ne the 
general t«: pic. yet he still preserved his 
majesiic tnn: -.lilliTy. and smiled at the 
arrows which fell harmless at his feet. 



•• I adEiir>? his wiii : m. daily mc're and 
more." cried Hui-er: Lazique': : " I «!? 
thc«e wb: rr.feseThen&elves his friends 
causing hizi ni.re azL^zvicce than his 
4>« : while, nevrrthele&s. he ever re- 
mains ir;;e "•:• himself, is ^iriven cy no 
temi^sis fr:zi his equi:±:ii:y, ncr 
pr.'v.krd by rs-i-cited inj-JLriss lo izi- 

The Prlzii'e h^d -jlk year c^hfn L^h^eec 
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f-jin ; .IS :mi5u^'^i ; n* sr. « iir z.^^ y r: : =:as«ii 

::r his iv.-Ji;r.:y. He wis i— il'rei 
to *r: :: the .-itv. Hj? ■.xr;Ts»fr.,Te. i:i.i 

th-ht Al.r.f. w;ul-.ii^r*tor!f ti? '; .iriiers 
;o th:-T rf.^rfk*::s. rj.t tli^ TJtsi -srjiS -•:5 
s grit^r,-.! -u^. 1: %-is il<i.- -,.t ur^it- 
W£i.liv. vk-.:i: .lAi'.c^rr Jtltl:.;g"i tl:^ 
w:jt* A ,-.■ V.S1 ,*,; rji: : , ri v. *:.. ,h "•* v ; r i^f j.- 
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'■ his crew were c^nble of reGorting 
to any extremity or any ambush, to 
destroy the man whom they feared 
and hated. The presence of John 
Casimir was an additional complication ; 
for Orange, while he despised the man, 
was unwilling to offend his friends. 
Moreover, Caaimir had profeased a 

• wiiiingneas to aaelK the cause, and to 
defer to the better judgment of the 
PnnccL He had brought an army 
into the field, with which, however, he 
had accomplished nothing except a 
thoroH^ pillaging of the peasantry, 
while, at the ame time, he was lond 
in his demands xipoo. the states to pay 
his soldiers' wagefl^ The soldiers of 
the different armies who nam overran 
the Ci>mitrT, indeed, vied with eadi 
other in extravagant insolence. "' Their 
outrages are most execiabie.** wrote 
Man^uis Havr^; **they demand the 
most exq^iisite food, and drink Cham- 
logne and Bargondy by the bucket 
full."' Xeverdbelesi, on the 4th of 
December., the PrtDce came to Ghent.* 
He held o:nsaiit and anxious oonfer- 
emces with the magistrucaL He was 
cl:ee«ed diily with John CaEmir. whose 
vanity a=d extravagazMe of temper he 
r-.t-.fcged with his n£uil ckilL He 
even dzi-ed with Imbize. and thus, by 
s=i>: thing dii^otzhies and reconciling 
2JQ27T p&ss:::l&, he succeeded at last 
in c ccaisirg the ccoaest ^ all to a re- 
ligi-rcs r«sai>^. whi^ was published on 
the irth v£ T'ecezicer 157^. It con- 
tained the sazne rr^visicns as those of 
the rr;;ect rr^parsd aadpccpoied dui> 
ing tie rr*TJ:-.» K^ramer throughout 
th'e y e^erliK^ia^ Exesvsee of both reli- 
gi»:Q» wu eiSSfccCisLed : mTn^zal insults 
joi irrrikajQ* — whesher by word, 
ro:k. rixrrc*. iccx. cc geBSare, — ^were 
tr.'Circted. t:=»Sfr severe penaltiei^ 
wnil^f vl psrscoF were sworn to pro- 
ton tirf ^.cin-rc. tncwuiHity by blood, 
rirsw. *ai liift. Tbie Catholics, by 
T,rsof :: tha *wv:ri- r«^nier^ into 
toas«flft».-fL :c tlje:r :i.;ir,±.es and dois- 

" r-.r x:_ J. JLrv-u--ipe dCr»i:,gtL pp. 
r^v.-iieciii' h.iic:n^-3aik - 114. 157. 
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ters, but nothing could be obtained in 
favour of the imprisoned gentlemen.^ 

The Walloons and Malcontents were 
now summoned to lay down their 
arms ; but, as might be supposed, they 
expressed dissati^action with the re- 
ligious peace, proclaiming it hostile to 
the Ghent treaty and the Brussels 
xmion.' In short, nothing would 
satisfy them but total suppression 
of the Reformed religion ; as nothing 
would content Imbize and his faction 
but the absolute extermination of 
Romanism. A strong man might well 
seem powerless in the midst of such 
obstinate and worthless fanatics. 

The arriTal of the Prince in Ghent 
was, on the whole, a relief to John 
Casimir. As usual, this addle-brained 
individual had plimged headlong into 
difficulties, out of which he was unable 
to extricate himself. He knew not 
what to do, or which wav to turn. 
He had tampered with Imbize and his 
crew, but he had found that they were 
not the men for a person of his quality 
to deal with. He had brought a large 
army into the field, and had not a 
stiver in his coffers. He felt bitterly 
the truth of the Langrave's warning 
— "that 'twas better to have thirty 
thousand devils at one's back than 
thirty thousand German troopers, with 
no money to give them; it being 
possible to pay the devils with the 
sign of the cross, whUe the soldiers 
could be discharged only with money 
or hard knocks.' ^ Queen Elizabeth, 
too, under whose patronage he had 
made this most inglorious campaign, 
was incessant in her reproofs, and 
importunate in her demands for reim- 
bursement. She wrote to him per- 
sonally, upbraiding him with his high 
pretensions and his shortcomings. His 
•visit to Ghent, so entirely imjustified 
and mischievous ; his failure to effect 
that junction of his army with the 
states' force imder Bossu, by which 
the royal army was to have been 
sufoised and annihilated; his having 
given reason to the common people to 
suspect her Majesty and the Prince of 
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Orange of collusion with his designs, 
and of a disposition to seek their 
private advantage and not the general 
good of the whole Netherlands; the 
imminent danger, which he had aggra- 
vated, that the Walloon provinces, 
actuated by such suspicions, would 
fall away from the " generality " and 
seek a private accord with Parma; 
these and similar sins of omission and 
commission were sharply and shrew- 
ishly set forth in the Queen's epistle.* 
*Twas not for such marauding and 
intriguing work that she had appointed 
him her lieutenant, and furnished him 
with troops and subsidies. She begged 
him forthwith to amend his ways, for 
the sake of his name and fame, which 
were sufficiently soiled in the places 
where his soldiers had been plundering 
the country which they came to pro- 
tect.* 

The Queen sent Daniel Rogers with 
instructions of similar import to the 
states-general, repeatedly and expressly 
disavowing Casimir's proceedings and 
censuring his character. She also 
warmly insisted on her bonds. In 
short, never was unlucky prince more 
soundly berated by his superiors, more 
thoroughly disgraced by his followers. 
In this contemptible situation had 
Casimir placed himself by his rash 
ambition to prove before the world 
that German princes could bite and 
scratch like grifiOins and tigers as well 
as carry them in their shields. From 
this position Orange partly rescued 
him. He made his peace with the 
states-general. He smoothed matters 
with the extravagant Reformers, and 
he even extorted from the authorities 
of Ghent the forty-five thousand 
pounds bond, on which Elizabeth had 
insisted with such obduracy.** Casimir 
repaid these favours of the Prince in 
the coin with which narrow minds and 
jealous tempers are apt to discharge 
such obligations — ingratitude. The 
friendship which he openly manifested 
at first grew almost immediately cool. 
Soon afterwards he left Ghent and 
departed for Germany, leaving behind 

» Archives et Correspondance, vi 479. 

* Bor. 8, xiii. 13, sqq. « Ibid., xiiL 13. 

• Ibid., xiii. 11, sqq. 
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him a long and tedious remonatrance, 
addresBed to the etates-general, in 
which document he narrated the his- 
tory of his exploits, and endeavoured 
to vindicate the purity of his character. 
He concluded this very tedious and 
superfluous manifesto by observing 
that — for reasons which he thought 
proper to give at considerable length 
— ^he felt Imnself " neither too useful 
nor too agreeable to the provinces." 
As he had been informed, he said, that 
the states-general had requested the 
Queen of England to procure his 
depart\ire, he had resolved, in order 
to spare her and them inconvenience, 
to return of his own accord, " leaving 
lihe issue of the war in the high and 
mighty hand of God."^ 

The estates answered this remon- 
strance with words of unlimited cour- 
tesy ; expressing themselves " obliged 
to all eternity'* for his services, and 
holding out vague hopes that the 
monies which he demanded on behalf 
of his troops should ere long be forth- 
coming.* 

Casimir having already answered 
Queen Elizabeth's reproachful letter 
by throwing the blame of his apparent 
misconduct upon the states-general, 
and having promised soon to appear 
before her Majesty in person, tarried 
accordingly but a brief season in Ger- 
many, and then repaired to England. 
Here he was feasted, flattered, cares- 
sed, and invested with the order of the 
Garter.' Pleased with royal blandish- 
inents, and highly enjoying the splen- 
did hospitalities of England, he quite 
forgot the "thirty thousand devils" 
whom he had left running loose in the 
Netherlands, while these wild soldiers, 
on their part, being absolutely in a 
starving condition — for there was little 
left for booty in a land which had been 
so often plundered — now had the 
eflFrontery to apply to the Prince of 
Parma for payment of -their wages."* 
Alexander Famese laughed heartily at 
the proposition, which he considered 

X Boo tho documont at length in Bor xiii 
13-17. 
« J^or, 8, xill. 17 (li.). 
• Ibid., xiil. 84, 85. noofd, xiv. 609 
« Ibid., xiil. 34, sqq. Strada, Dec. 2, i. 
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i an ezcellent jest It seemed in truth, 
a jest, although but a sorry one. Par- 
ma replied to the messenger of Maurice 
of Saxony who had made the proposi- 
tion, that the Germans must be mad 
to ask him for m(»iey, instead of offer- 
ing to pay him a heavy sum for per- 
mission to leave the country. Never- 
theless, he was willing to be so far 
indulgent as to furnish them with 
passports, provided they departed from 
the Netherlands instantly. Should 
they interpose the least delay, he 
would set upon them without further 
preface, and he gave them notice, with 
the arrogance becoming a Spanish 
general, that the courier was ah*eady 
waiting to report to Spain the number 
of them left alive after the encounter. 
Thus deserted by their chief, and 
hectored by the enemy, the mercen- 
aries, who had Uttle stomach for fight 
without wages, accepted the passports 
proffered by Parma.s They revenged 
themselves for the harsh treatment 
which they had received from Casimir 
and from the states-general, by sing- 
ing, everywhere as they retreated, a 
doggerel ballad — half Flemish, half 
German — in which their wrongs were 
expressed with uncouth vigour. 

Casimir received the news of the 
departure of his ragged soldiery on 
the very day which witnessed his in- 
vestment with the Garter bv the fair 
hands of Elizabeth herself.® A few 
days afterwards he left England, ac- 
companied by an escort of lords and 
gentiemen, especially appointed for 
that piirpose by the Queen. He 
landed in Flushing, where he was 
received with distinguished hospital- 
ity, by order of the Prince of Orange, 
and on the 14th of February, 1679, he 
passed through Utrecht.' Here he 
conversed freely at his lodgings in the 
"German House" on the subject of 
his vagabond troops, whose final ad- 
ventures and departure seemed to 
afford him considerable amusement; 
and he, moreover, diverted his com- 



26, pqq. 

» Strada, 2, L 27. 28. « Ibid., 2, i, 28. 
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pany by singing, after supper, a few 
verses of the baUad already mentioned.^ 

The Duke of Anjou, meantime, 
after disbanding his troops, had ling- 
ered for a while near the frontier. 
Upon taking his final departure, he 
sent his resident minister, Des Prun- 
eauz, with a long communication to 
the states-general, complaining that 
they had not published their contract 
with himself, nor fulfilled its condi- 
tions. He excused, as well as he 
could, the awkward fact that his dis- 
banded troops had taken refuge with 
the Walloons, and he affected to place 
his own departure upon the ground of 
urgent political business in France, to 
arrange which his royal brother had 
required his inamediate attendance. 
He furthermore most hypocritically 
expressed a desire for a speedy recon- 
ciliation of the provinces with their 
sovereign, and a resolution that — 
althou^ for their sake he had made 
himself a foe to his Catholic Majesty 
— he would still interpose no obstacle 
to so desirable a result.^ 

To such shallow discourse the states 
answered with infinite urbanity, for it 
was the determination of , Orange not 
to make enemies, at that juncture, 
of France and England in the same 
breath. They had foes enough already, 
and it seemed obvious at that moment, 
to all persons most observant of the 
course of affairs, that a matrimonial 
alliance was soon to unite the two 
crowns. The probability of Anjou's 
marriage with Elizabeth was, in truth, 
a leading motive with Orange for his 
close alliance with th^ Duke. The 
political structure, according to which 
he had selected the French Prince as 
protector of the Netherlands, was 
sagaciously planned; but unfortu- 
nately its foundation was the shifting 

* Bar— who heardTthe Buke sinpr the song 
at the "German House" in Utrecht, S, zili. 
S4. 

A tnnBlation of a single verse may serve 
as a i^>eoimen of the song : — 

** O, have you been in Brabant» fighting for 
thestatesT 
O, have you brought back anything ex- 
cept your broken pates? 
O, I have been in Brabant, myself and an 
my mates. 



A dieux of A njou. 



335 



sandbank of female and royal coquetry. 
Those who judge only by the result, 
will be quick to censure a policy which 
might have had very different issue. 
They who place themselves in the 
period anterior to Anjou's visit to 
England, will admit that it was hardly 
human not to be deceived by the poli- 
tical aspects of that moment. The 
Queen, moreover, took pains to up- 
braid the states-general, by letter, 
with their disrespect and ingratitude 
towards the Duke of Anjou — be- 
haviour with which he had been 
"justly scandalised." For her own 
part, she assured them of her extreme 
displeasure at learning that such a 
course of conduct had been held with 
a view to her especial contentment — 
" as if the person of Monsieur, son of 
France, brother of the King, were dis- 
agreeable to her, or as if she wished 
him ill;" whereas, on the contrary, 
they would best satisfy her wishes by 
shewing him all the courtesy to which 
his high degree and his eminent ser- 
vices entitled him.' 

The estates, even before receiving 
this letter, had, however, acted in its 
spirit. They had addressed elaborate 
apologies and unlimited professions to 
the Duke. They thanked him heartily 
for his achievements, expressed un- 
bounded regret at his departure, with 
sincere hopes for his speedy return, 
and promised "eternal remembrance 
of hii8 heroic virtues." * They assured 
him, moreover, that should the first 
of the following March arrive without 
bringing with it an honourable peace 
with his Catholic Majesty, they should 
then feel themselves compelled to 
declare that the King had forfeited 
iiiB right to the sovereignty of these 
provinces. In this case they con- 
cluded that, as the inhabitants would 



We 'U go no more to Brabant, unless our 
' brains were addle, 

We're coming home on foot, we went 
there in the saddle ; 
For there's neither gold nor glory got, in 

fighting for the states," etc., etc. 
» Bor, xii. 12, sqq. 

» Archives, etc., de la Maison d'Orange, 
vi. 635, sqq. 

* " Sijn bewesen bystand en s^ne herciko 
deugt souden sy nimmermeer vergeten."— 
Bor, ziU. 12, sqq. 
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be thi^n abflolred from their allegiance 
to the S[KaDiah monarch, it would then 
be in their power to treat with his, 
Higknejjs of Aojou ooncemiDg the 
mveTQigntj, i^cordisig to the <!ODtraei 
jdrejidy eiiBting.* 

These aBauraiioea were ample, but 
the titatea, knowing the Tanity of the 
man, offered other inducementSj some 
of which eeeinied Bufflcieotly puerile, 
Ther prnmised thftt ''hk statue^ io 
copper, ahouId.be placed in the public 
aquarflfi of Antwerp and Bruasebj for 
the etaraal admiration of poateritji" 
and that a ^'orown of oliYe-leaTca 
Bhould be pFeseuted to him everf 
year."* The Duke^not inexorable 
to Buek courteous solioitationa — was 
willing to aobieve both immortality 
and power by oontmuing his friendly 
relation* with the statea, and he an- 
Bwored accordingly in the moat court- 
eous terms. The result of this inter- 
elmoge of civHitiee it will be soon our 
duty t(» narrate. 

At the oloBO of the year the Count 
of BoB»u diedj much to the regret of 
the Prince of Orange, whose party^ 
Binc^e hifl releaBs from prbon by Tii-tue 
of the Ghent treaty — he had warmly 
espoused. " W© are in the deepest 
distress in the world/* wrote the Priuce 
to hia brother, three daya before the 
Coimt'a death, '"for the dnugerouii 
malady of M. de Boaau, Certainly, 
the country has much to loae in ma 
death:^ bnt 1 hope that God will Dot bo 
much afliict ua."* Yet the calumnia- 
tora of the day did not acruple to cir- 
culate, nor the royalist chroniclers to 
perpetuate^ the moat aenaeleaa and in- 
famoujs fablcsj on the aubject of thia 
nobleman's death. He died of poiaoUj 
they anid, adminiatei'^d to him " m 
cjf^era/'* by command of the Prince of 
Orange, who bad likewise mode a peiut 
of fitandiag over him on hia death-bed, 
for the express purpose of SD^riog at 
tlie Catholic ceremonies by which hla 
dying agonies were aohu^^ Such 
were the tales which grave hiatorianfi 



1 Bor, ii!L 12, iqq, 

' Motercii, tx. H5». — **AGCOTiip«aiedi how- 
ever^ by BubatiUitkii.1 preiotitB to the v&ltiQ of 
10O,0U<} Uttqb ArtolaJ'— MeCurea, ubi iup. 



have recorded coneernitig th« dea,th 
Maximilian of Bossu, who ow&d 
much to the Prince, The comi 
of the states* army, a yearly 
of five ihous&nd Eorina, granted lit 
the espeei^ request of Omnge liut ^ 
few months before, and the profdEuul 
words of regret in the private letkr 
juBt cited, are a suflioient an^w^r tn 
auuh slanders* 

The personal courage and profouB^i 
military science of Parma weire int^la* 
able to the royal cause • but his 8ubU% 
unscrupuloiiB, and subterranean 
binations of policy were even 
fruitful at thia period. No man 
uijdetTStood the art of bribery nn 
thoroughly or practised it mr^re 
fully* Ha bought a politicmu, or 
general, or a grandee, or a rirt;'inieiit 
infantry, usually at the ch- 
at which thoae articles (.-- 
chased, and always with 
delicacy with which auclt f ] 

be conducted* Men eorr 
selves to government fur a di 
price — fixed accurately in Roriiis 
groats, iu places and pensions— i 
a decent gossamer of conrentii 
phraseology was ever allow sd to fl* 
over thi^j nakedness of unblushing 
son. Men high in statioup illuatrioiui' 
by ancestry, brilliant in valour, Luok^ 
atered themselves, and awiudled i eott- 
tiding country for as ignoble motiifi* 
as ever led cotmterfeiteriit or bRifo* 
to the gallows, but they wi 
with in public as if M^tuated 
the loftiest principles. Tu'hi 
ancient shields^ o^U-:' 
oned with fidelity tv 
thoy thrust forth theii itchii] 
with the mendicity which 
hardly cl•efHble;^ were it tiot 
by the monuments more 
than brass, of their owt) lett«t« «Bit 
corded conversational 

Already, before the acCCMoo 
Parma to power, the trtie way to 
sever the provinces hadbMOi 
by the famous treason of the S^ipf' 



' J. fi. TussM, CommeaL, Jlb^^^SSi 
Bnr. % X4iL 2&K Wag«iiaer« \mL WbA, 
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de ia Motte. Tbis nobleman com- 
manded a regiment iu the aemce of 
the atates-gtrnenibl, and was Governor 
of Graveiiuea. On promise of forgive- 
ness for all past dieki^tj, of being 
isontinuBd in the same miUt&iy po^ti 
Bpdeir Pbilip which he then held for 
^^Hie imtriobs, and of a " mercjj&d " large 
^B^ltgh to ^tisfy his mnet AV^ricioua 
^^■■pttj he went over to the royid 
^PI|fcama^t.^ The negotiation waa 
conducted bj Alonzo Curiel, finan<nal 
jaieesEii of the Kla^j, and was not very 
■^b^ handled The paymasterj look- 
^^^B th« aioir purely as a money 
^^^Kction — which iu truth it was — 
}md hei^ti dls^o&sd to drive rather too 
hard a, baiigiain. H© offei-ed only fifty 
thousand cTOvi,na for Ia Motte jind \m 
friend Baron Montigny, and a^ured 
hi» government tbiit those genUemeD^ 
with thi! aoldiere under th&vt oommind, 
were v^ery dear at the price.' La Motte 
hig;gled very hard for tnore^ and talked 
ticahy of his flervioea and his 
-for he had been a moat dis- 
hed and eouT^eoua mmjmigner 
i AJoi}740 was implacable.* More- 
^etf one Ri>bert Bien-AimcS, Prior of 
f, was present at aK the coaier- 
efncf^. ThiA ecdeilastic was a busy 
intriguer, but n&t vety adroit. He 
was di^usad to make himself useful 
t^ gpvtjmmfflat^ for he had hst his heart 
uptjn putting the mitrs ol SaLat Omor 
upcifQ hia beadj and he had accordiiigly 
^pompoded a very ingenioua libel upon 
^Hie Prince of Orange^ in which pr<}- 
^ftiction, ** although the Prior did not 
^veteud to be Ai^ellea or Lyfiippus," 
^B hoped that the Governor-General 

the life."^ This aceompliahed artiat 

l?everj not sa suucesi^fui as he 

que and indiiiitriouB. He 

atiily vain r»f hia aervicoa, 

ng himself, said Aloutso^ aplcnoti- 

Uy, worthy to b^ carried in a pro- 

BaeamMvk^xm de» Provincu WaOoii^OB^ 
" i3L i'0:S, 313-aia, 237-234^ STl, 273- 
^ty and Don Jobo gf Aufl^ 
■d Archives at BruHek. 
_ ^ it^es du CuQtadar Aki'lUEO 

el mi i'« iJt I'anno. Pk»tin. Anvont, 

'^ff^^^^** yviruco d. in& cuti sou aaidodos 

Eipfadi^B It niuy ;iito ijrcclti." 
* — — I coti Qii^a joaJi re^cauttsdoaoB j 
YOJU a. 



La Matters Treamn. 
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oession like a little aalnt,^ and aa he 
had a huay brain, but an unruly ttiugnflj 
it will be seen that he passeaaed a re- 
markabjo faculty of making hiniaelf 
unpleasant* This waa not the way to 
earn hia bishopries La Motte, through 
the candid oommnnicationfl of the 
Prior^ found hitnaelf the aubject of 
mockery in Farma'a cajnp and cabinet, 
where treachtjry to one'a country and 
pflj-ty waa not, it aeemed, regained as 
one of the loftier virtues^ however 
convenient it might be at the moment 
to the royal cause. The Prior inti- 
mated especially that Ottavio Gonzogft 
had indulged in many sareaatio re- 
marks at La Motte's expense. The 
brave but venal wamor^ highly in- 
censed at thus leanung the manner In 
wMoh Ms conduct Wi\A estimated by 
men of such high rank in the royal 
service, wa« n«ar biieaking off the biu'- 
gain. He was eventually secured, 
however^ by etill larger ofifers^ — Don. 
John allowing him three hundred 
flcrina a month, preaenting him with 
the two be3t horaes in his stable, and 
Bending him an open form, which he 
was to fin out in the moet atrmgent 
langui^e which he could devise, bind* 
ing the government to the payment of 
an ample and entirely satisfactory 
** merced."** Thtia La Motte's bargaiix 
wm completed — a crime which, if it 
had oiilj entaileil the loss of the troops 
under his command, and the possesion 
of Qravelines, would have been of no 
great hi^oric importance, Jt was, 
however, the fij^t blow of a vast and 
carefully shariiened treason, by which 
the country was soon to be cut in 
twain for ever — the iirst in a aeriea of 
bai-gitim by which the noblest uamoM 
of the Ketherlondd were to be ootk^ 
taminatod with bribery and fraud. 

While the negotiations with La 
Motte were in progressi, the govern- 
ment of the states general at Brne^tls 

Mttirlaa do sub urriolot y htuidas^" «ta— 
Ibid, 

* Iteiity to FritiOB of Farias^ Roa Frov 
WalL» la 97. M^, 

s " — - — quo ftvlii V» Alto^a de toandttt 
traer oii pnluiiiii o audas,'' ctii^ Lettr*:^ iu* 

« EKiu Juliti Id LftMrttta, Rec. Prov^WalLj 
M3. i STli 2T2. LbU^ha d» OuridL 
J 
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had sent Saint Aldegonde to Arras. 
Tho Htiites of Artois.'then assembled 
in that city, had made much difficulty 
in acceding to an aHrtessment of seven 
thouKJUid tiorins laid upon them by the 
contnd authority. The occasion was 
skilfully made use of by the agents of 
tho royal party to weaken the allegiance 
of tho pr«>vince, and of its sister Wal- 
loon provinces, to tho ]>atriot cause. 
Splint Aldcjjjondo made his speech be- 
fore tho jwsembly, tiiking tho ground 
lM>Ully, that tho war was made for 
liberty of consoienco and of fatherland, 
and that all were bound, whether 
Catholio or l*n>to8tant, to contribute 
to tho sivortnl fund. The vote i>assed, 
but it was pr«.>videil that a moiety 
of tho ju<sos«nu»nt should be paid by 
tho ooolosiiistioal branch, and the 
Htipulatiou oxcitod a trt^mendous up- 
r\»ar. Tho olorical bonch regardeil the 
tax a.H both a robln'ry and an att'ront. 
•* Wo ojuuo noarly to knife-playing," 
Niid tho most distinguished priest in 
tho asMonibly, " and if we had done so, 
tlu> ooolosiaatics would not have been 
tlio tirst to cry enough."^ They all 
withdrew in a rage, and held a private 
consultation u^wu "these exorbitant 
and nioro than Turkish demands." 
John Sarnwin, Prior of Saint Viiast, 
tho keenest, boldest, and most indefa- 
tigable of the n>yal ^viirtistms of that 
epoch, made them an artfid harangue. 
This man— a better politician than the 
other prior — was playing for a mitre 
too, and eould use his canls better. 
}lo was soon to become the most in- 
valuable agent in the great treason 
])n'pariug. No one could bo more 
ilelioato, noiseless, or unscrupulous, 
and ho was soon itHvgnised both by 
<h>vornoi'-(Jonend luul King as the in- 
dividual abijvo all others to whom the 
r\» establishment of tho royal authority 
v»ver tho Wallot>n provinces was owing. 

i •' los coinimmM lorvoront h-s etvle- 

idiiHtiques ilVn juviulro lujusto luoitie uloiir 
oh;u* o -ot do tait lu choso etoit vtMuicjus- 
\HK»M ilo vonir mix mainH ot jouor dos cvus- 
Uviux jKiur veoir quy aundt U-lle aniyo — los 

vvvU'«iastiqi»e« n'oiiHsiuit fait jimcq," tto 

MS. lettorof the l*rior of Saint Vaiwt. Kec. 
k»u»v. Widl.. i. 76. 135, ItttJ. Tlio wtiolo his- 
it>»> of thcao "Walloon iutri^ies is uarr:itod 
iu lUo uumenms lotti-rs — ontirt'ly uupub- 
iiftlicxl -of tho Triur, with much piquaucy 
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With the shoes of swiftnen on his 
feet, the coat of darkness on his back, 
and the wishing purse in his hand, he 
sped silently and invisibly from one 
great Malcontent chieftain to another, 
buying up centurions, and C8q)tain8, 
and conmion soldiers; circumventing 
Orangists, Ghent democrats, Anjou 
partisans; weaving a thousand in- 
trigues, ventilating a hmidred hostile 
mines, and passing unharmed through 
the most serious dangers and the most 
formidable obstacles. Eloquent, too, 
at a pinch, he always understood his 
audience, and upon this occasion un- 
sheathed the most incisive, if not the 
most brilliant weapon which could be 
used in the debate. It was most ex- 
pensive to be patriotic, he said, while 
silver was to be saved, and gold to be 
earned by being loyal. They ought to 
keep their money to defend themselves, 
not give it to the Prince of Orange, 
who woidd only put it into his private 
pocket on pretence of public necessi- 
ties. The Ruward would soon be 
slinking back to his lair, he observed, 
and leave them all in the fangs of their 
enemies. Meantime, it was better to 
rush into the embrace of a bountiful 
king, who was still holding forth his 
arms to them. They were approaching 
a precipice, said the Prior ; they were 
entering a labyrinth; and not only 
was the "sempiternal loss of body and 
soul impending over them, but their 
property was to be taken also, and the 
cat to be thrown against their legs." 
By this sudden descent into a very 
common proverbial expression, Sarra- 
sin meant to intimate that they were 
getting themselves into ■ a difficult 
position, in which they were sure to 
reap both danger and responsibility.' 

The harangue had much e£fect upon 
his hearers, who were now more than 
ever determined to rebel against the 



and spirit. They are in the Collection of 
Corrcspoudence between Don John, Parma, 
aiid others, and the Malconteut nobles, en- 
titles! " licconciliation des Provinces Wal- 
loues," five vols. , Royal Archives iu Brussels. 
All exaaimation of these most interostixtf 
documents is iudispensaUe to a thorough 
undorstaiidinj? of tnepermanent separation 
of the Netherlands efiected in the years 1578 
aiid 15:i>. 
s Letter of Saint Yaost, bofore cited. 
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government which they had so recently 
accepted, preferring, in the words of 
the Prior, *' to be maltreated by their 
prince, rather than to be barbarously 
tyrannised over by a heretic." So 
much anger had been excited in celes- 
tial minds by a demand of thirty-five 
hundred florins. 

Saint Aldegonde was entertained in 
the evening at a great banquet, followed 
by a theological controversy, in which 
John Sarrasin complained that ''he 
had been attacked upon his own dung- 
hill'* Next day the distinguished 
patriot departed on a canvassing tour 
among the principal cities ; the indefa- 
tigable monk employing the interval 
of his absence in aggravating the hos- 
tility of the Artesian orders to the 
pecuniary demands of the general 
government. He was assisted in his 
task by a peremptory order which 
came down from Brussels, ordering, in 
the name of Matthias, a levy upon the 
ecclesiastical property, " rings, jewels, 
and reliquaries,* unless the clerical 
contribution should be forthcoming. 
The rage of the ben<A was now intense, 
and by the time of Saint Aldegonde's 
return a general opposition had been 
oiganised. The envoy met with a 
chilling reception ; there were no ban- 
quets anymore — ^no discussions of any 
kind. To his demands for money, " he 
got a fine nihil," said Saint Yaast ; and 
as for polemics, the only conclusive 
aigument for the country would be, as 
he was informed on the same authority, 
the "finishing of Orange and of his 
minister along with him.'* More than 
once had the Prior intimated to govern- 
ment — as so many had done before 
him — ^that to " despatch Orange, author 
of all the troubles,** was the best pre- 
liminary to any political arrangement. 
From'Philip and his Governor-General, 
down to the humblest partisan, this 
conviction had been daily strengthen- 
ing. The knife or bullet of an assassin 



Saint Aldegonde against tlie Prior. 
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1 **Ils commexicent 2i desestimer leur 
Bonart et ont opinion que si lea affaires bas- 
tmt inal, il se retirera en sa tasniere. II 
•eaoble anx bons que sy Ton pent d^pescher 
la <di6f des troubles, que ce seroit le moven 
poor r^nnir oe quy est tant divisg. S** Alde- 
gonde B'est bien apercheu que chacun se 
deegoiute du F^ d'Orange. £t oti aupara- 



was the one thing needful to put an 
end to this incarnated rebellion.^ 

Thus matters jgrew worse and worse 
in Artois. The rrior, busier than ever 
in his schemes, was one day arrested 
along with other royal emissaries, kept 
fifteen days "in a stinking cellar, 
where the scullion washed the dishes,'* 
and then sent to Antwerp to be 
examined by the states-general. He 
behaved with great firmness, although 
he had good reason to tremble for his 
neck. Interrogated by Leoninus on 
the part of the central government, he 
boldly avowed that these pecuniary 
demands upon the Walloon estates, 
and particularly upon their ecclesias- 
tical branches, -would never be tole- 
rated. " In Alva's time," said Sarrasin, 
"men were flayed, but not shorn.'* 
Those who were more, attached to 
their skin than theii* fleece might have 
thought the practice in the good old 
times of the Duke still more objection- 
able. Such was not the opinion of the 
Prior and the rest of his order. After 
an imsatisfactory examination and a 
brief duresse, the busy ecclesiastio 
was released ; and as his secret labours 
had not been detected, he resumed 
them after his return more ardently 
than ever.* 

A triangular intrigue was now fairly 
established in the Walloon country. 
The Duke of Alengon's head-quarters 
were at Mons; the rallying-point of 
the royalist faction was with La Motte 
at Gravelines; while the ostensible 
leader of the states' party, Viscount 
Ghent, was governor of Artois, and 
supposed to be supreme in Arras. La 
Motte was provided by government 
with a large fund of secret-service 
money, and was instructed to be very 
liberal in his bribes to men of distinc- 
tion ; having a tender regard, however, 
to the excessive demands of this nature 
now daily made upon the royal purse.'* 
The " little Count," as the Prior called 



vant tout le monde I'adorait et tenoit pour 
son saulveur, maintenant Ton ose bien dire 
qu'il le fault tuer et son ministre aussi."— 
MS. letters of Saint Vaast, before cited. 

a MS. letters of Saint Vaast, Rec. Prov. 
Wall., i. 269, 270, MS. 

« Parma to La Motte, Rec. Prov. WalL, 
ii 140-142, MS. 
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Lalain, together with his brother. 
Baron Montigny, were considered 
highly denirable acquisitiona for govern- 
ment, if they could be gained. It was 
thought; however, that they had the 
** ^eur-de-hjn imprinted too deeply upon 
their hearta,**^ for the effect produced 
upon Lalain, governor of Hainault, by 
Margaret of Valois, had not yet been 
efface^L His brother alao had been 
di8fx>8ed to favour the French prince, 
but his mind was more open to con- 
viction. A few private conferences 
with La Motte, and a course of eccle- 
siastical tuition fron^the Prior — whose 
golden opinions had irresistible re- 
sonance — soon wrought a change in 
the Malcontent chief tain's mind. Other 
leading seigniors were secretly dealt 
with in the same manner. Lalain, 
Hdze, Havr^, Capres, Egmont, and 
even the Viscount of Ghent, all 
seriously inclined their ears to the 
charmer, and looked longingly and 
lovingly as the wily Prior rolled in his 
tangles before them — "to mischief 
swift." Few had yet declared them- 
selves ; but of the grandees who com- 
manded large bodies of troops, and 
whose influence with their order was 
paramount, none were safe for the 
patriot cause throughout the Walloon 
country.* 

The nobles and ecclesiastics were 
ready to join hands in support of 
church and king, but in the city of 
Arras, tlio capital of the whole coun- 
try, there was a strong Orange and 
liberal ])arty. Qosson, a man of great 
wealth, one of the most distinguished 
advocates in the Netherlands, and pos- 
sessing the gift of popular eloquence 
to a remarkable degree, was the leader 



1 Moucheaiix to Panna, Rec. Pro v. Wall., 
210-'21H, M8. Emoniiol do Lalaiu, Seigneur 
do MontiRiiv, and afterwards Marqiiis de 
Kuiity, woH brother to Count de I(alain, go- 
vernor of Ilaliiault. and cousin to Count 
IIooKKtnmtoii and Count Ronneberg. Ho 
was nf»t related to the unfortunate Baron 
Mf)ntlirny, who«e tragical fate has been re- 
cor(lo<l in a previous part of this history, 
and who was a Montmorency. 

* MS. corros])ou(lonce of Parma with Saint 
VaaHt, La Motto, l.alaiu, Montigny, Capres, 
liongiioval, and others. Ilec. Prov. Wall., 
li. M, 4. 11>. U(), :n-12. 44, Cl-77, 87, 88, 104, 
lO/», ll.'). no. 140-14 '2. 

■ MS. auonyiuo\ts letter from Arras (Oct. 



of this burg es s foction. Id ^ earlier 
days of Pinna's administration, just 
as a thorough union oi the Walloon 
provinces in favour of the royal goveni- 
ment had nearly been formed^ these 
Orangists of Arras risked a daring 
stroke. Tnflamed by the harangues A 
Groeson, and supported by five hun- 
dred foot soldiers and fifty troopers 
under one Captain Ambrose, they rose 
against the city magistracy, whose sen- 
timents were unequivocally for Parma» 
and thrust them all into prison.' They 
then constituted a new board of fifteen, 
some Catiiolics and some Protestants, 
but all patriots, of whom Gk>sson was 
chiel The stroke todc the town by 
surprise, and was for a moment soo* 
cessfuL Meantime, they depended 
upon assistance from Bi-ussels. The 
royal and ecclesiastical party was, how- 
ever, not so eajsily^defeated, and an old 
soldier, named Bourgeois, loudly de- 
nounced Captain Ambrose, the general 
of the revolutionary movement^ as a 
vile coward, and affirmed that witii 
thirty good men-at-arms he would un< 
dertake to pound Ihe whole rebel army 
to powder — "a pack of scarecrows," 
he said, " who were not worth as many 
owls for military purposes." 

Three days after l^e imprisonment 
of the magistracy, a strong CathoHo 
rally was made in then: behalf in the 
Fishmarket, the ubiquitous Prior of 
Saint Yaast flitting about among the 
Malcontents, blithe and busy as usual 
when storms were brewing. Matthew 
Doucet, of the revolutionary factioih^ 
a man both martial and pacific in his 
pursuits, being eminent both as a gin- 
gerbread baker and a sword-player*— 
swore he would have the little monks 



26, 1578) in Bee. Prov. Wall, i. 440-442.— 
The whole episode is also most adnurftl^r 
related in a manuscript fragment bv an e^o- 
witness, entitled "Discours Veritable de oe 
que s'est passe en la ville d'Arras," BibL do 
Bourg;ogne, N®. 6042. Th.e author was Pontoa 
Payen, Seigneur des Essarts, a warm Oi- 
tholic and partisan of the royal cause, whoas 
larger work — also unpublished — ^upon the 
earlier troubles in the NetherUuids, has beoa 
often cited in previous parts of this history. 
A chapter in the history of Benom de Fnmos 
is also devoted to this series of events; TrMh 
bles des P. B., iv. c. 8. 

^ " Faiseur des pains d'espioes oiiioifir 

et jouour d'espee."— Letter ftom Axra% W 
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life if he had to take him from the 
very horns of the altar ; but the Prior 
had braved sharper threats than these. 
Moreover, the grand altar would have 
been the last place to look for him on 
that occasion. While Gosson was 
making a tremendous speech in favour 
of conscience and fatherland at the 
■ Hotel de Ville, practical John Sar- 
rasin, purse in hand, had challenged 
the rebel general, Ambrose, to private 
combat. In half an hour, that warrior 
was routed, and fled from the field at 
the head of his scarecrows,^ for there 
was no resisting the power before 
which the Montignys and the La 
Mottes had succumbed. Eloquent 
Gk>68on was left to his fate. Having 
the Catholic magistracy in durance, 
and with nobody to guard them, he 
felt, as was well observed by an ill- 
natured contemporary, like a man 
holding a wolf by the ears, equally 
afraid to let go or to retain his grasp. 

His Hilftmrna was soon terminated. 
While he was deliberating with his 
colleagues — Mordacq, an old cam- 
paigner, Crugeot, BOTtoul, and others 
— ^whether to stand or fly, the drums 
and trumpets of the advancing royal- 
ists were heard. In another instant 
the Hotel .de Ville was swarming with 
men-«t€miis, headed by Bourgeois, the 
veteran who had expressed so slight- 
ing an opinion as to the prowess of 
Gaptain Ambrose. The tables were 
turned, the miniature revolution was 
at an end, the counter-revolution 
effected. G<)Sson and his confederates 
escaped out of a back door, but were 
soon aft;e.rwards arrested. Next morn- 
ing. Baron Capres, the great Malcon- 
tent seignior, who was stationed with 
his r^^iment in the neighbourhood, 
and who had long been secretly co- 
quetting with the Prior and Parma, 
marched into the city at the head of 
a strong detachment, and straightway 
proceeded to erect a very tall gibbet 
k front of the Hotel de Ville.« This 
looked practical in the eyes of the 
Hberated and reinstated magistrates, 
and Gk)0Bon, Crugeot, and the rest were 
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fore cited, P. Payen, Troubles d'Arras, 
^ Letter from Axnu^ MS. 



Bunmioned at once before them. The 
advocate thought, perhaps, with a 
sigh, that his judges, so recently his 
prisoners, might have been the fruit 
for another gallows-tree, had he plant- 
ed it when the groimd was his own ; 
but taking heart of grace, he encour- 
aged his colleagues — now his feUow- 
culprits. Crugeot, undismayed, made 
his appearance before the tribunal, 
arrayed in a corslet of proof, with a 
golden hilted sword, a scarf embroid- 
ered with pearls and gold, and a hat 
bravely plumaged with white, blue, 
and orange feathers — the colours of 
William the Silent — of all which 
finery he was stripped, however, as 
soon as he entered the court.' 

The process was rapid. A sum- 
mons from Brussels was expected every 
hour from the general government, 
ordering the cases to be brought before 
the federal tribunal, and as the Wal- 
loon provinces were not yet ready for 
open revolt, the order would be an 
inconvenient one. Hence the necessity 
for haste. The superior court of 
Artois, to which an appeal from the 
magistrates lay, immediately held a 
session in another chamber of the 
Hotel de Ville while the lower court 
was trying the prisoners, and Bertoul, 
Crugeot, Mordacq, with several others, 
were condemned in a few hours to the 
gibbet. They were invited to appeal, 
& they chose, to the council of Artois, 
but hearing Uiat the court was sitting 
next door, so that there was no chance 
of a rescue in the streets, they declared 
themselves satisfied with the sentence. 
Gbsson had not been tried, his case 
being reserved for the morrow. 

Meantime, the short autumnal day 
had drawn to a close. A wild, stormy, 
rainy night then set in, but still the 
royadist party — citizens and soldiers 
intermingled — all armed to the teeth, 
and uttering fierce cries, while the 
whole scene was fitfully illuminated 
with the glare of flambeaux and blazing 
tar-barrels, kept watch in the open 
square around the city halL A series 
of terrible Rembrandt-like night-pieces 

* P. Payen, Troubles d* Arras, MS. 
>Ibid. 



342 



Tlie Rise of the 



Biicceeded — grim, fantastic, and gory. 
Bert<>u], an old man, who for years 
liarl BO surely felt himself predestined 
to his present doom that he had kept 
a gibbet in his own house to accustom 
himself to the sight of the machine, 
was led forth the first, and hanged at 
ten in the evening.^ He was a good 
man, of perfectly blameless life, a 
sincere Catholic, but a warm partisan 
of Orange. 

Valentine de Mordacq, an old soldier, 
came from the Hotel de Ville to the 
gallows at midnight. As he stood on 
the Lvlder, amid the flaming torches, 
he broke forth into furious execrations, 
wagging his long white beard to and 
fro, making hideous grimaces, and 
cursing the hard fate which, after 
many dangers on the battle-field and 
in beleaguered cities, had left him to 
such a death. The cord strangled his 
curses. Crugeot was executed at three 
in the morning, having obtained a few 
hours' respite in order to make his 
jjreparations, which he accordingly 
occupied himself in doing as tranquilly 
as if he had been setting forth upon 
an agreeable journey. He looked Kke 
a phantom, according to eye-witnesses, 
as he stood under the gibbet, making 
a most pious and Catholic address to 
the crowd. 

The whole of the following day was 
devoted to the trial of Gosson. He 
was condemned at nightfall, and heard 
by appeal before the superior court 
directly afterwards. At midnight of 
the 25th of October 1578, he was con- 
demned to lose his head, the execution 
to take place without delay. The city 
guards and the infantry under Capres 
still bivouacked upon the square ; the 
howling storm still continued, but the 
glare of fagots and torches made the 
place as light as day. The ancient 
advocate, with haggard eyes and fea- 
tures distorted by wrath, walking be- 
tween the sheriff and a Franciscan 
monk, advanced through the long lane 
of halberdiers, in the grand hall of the 
Town House, and thence emerged 
upon the scaffold erected before the 
door. He shook his fists with rage at 

1 P. Payon, Troubles d'Arras, MS. 
a Ibid. 
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the released magistrates, so lately his 
prisoners, exclaiming that to his mis- 
placed mercy it was owing that his 
head, instead of their own, was to be 
placed upon the block. He bitterly 
reproached the citizens for their cowar- 
dice in shrinking from dealing a blow 
for their fatherland, and in behalf of 
one who had so faithfully served them. 
The clerk of the court then read the 
sentence amid a silence so profound 
that every syllable he uttered, and 
every sigh and ejaculation of the vic- 
tim, were distinctly heard in the moat 
remote comer of the square. Grosson 
then, exclaiming that he was murdered 
without cause, knelt upon the scaffold. 
His head fell while an angry impreca- 
tion was still upon his lips.* 

Several other persons of lesser note 
were hanged during the week — among 
others, Matthew Doucet, the truculent 
man of gingerbread, whose rage had 
been so judiciously but so unsuccess- 
fully directed against the Prior of 
Saint Yaast. Captain Ambrose, too, 
did not live long to enjoy the price of 
his treachery. He was arrested very 
soon afterwards by the states' govern- 
ment in Antwerp, put to the torture, 
hanged and quartered.* In troublous 
times like those, when honest men 
found it difficult to keep their heads 
upon their shoulders, rogues were apt 
to meet their deserts, unless they had 
the advantage of lofty lineage and 
elevated position. 

"lUe crucetn sceleris pretium tnlit, hie 
diadema." 

This municipal revolution and coun- 
ter-revolution, obscure though they 
seem, were in reality of very grave im- 
portance. This was the last blow 
struck for freedom in the Walloon 
country. The failure of the movement 
made that scission of the Netherlands 
certain, which has endured till our 
days, for the influence of the ecclesi- 
astics in the states of Artois and 
Hainault, together with the mihtary 
power of the Malcontent grandees, 
whom Parma and John Sarrasin had 
purchased, could no longer be resisted. 

» Letter of Saint Vaast, Rec. Prov. WalL 
U. 41, 42, MS. 
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The liberty of the Celtic provinces 
was sold, and a few high-bom traitors 
received the price. Before the end of 
the year (1578) Montigny had signified 
to the Duke of Alen9on that a prince 
who avowed himself too poor to pay 
for soldiers was no master for him.^ 
The Baron, therefore, came to an un- 
derstanding with La Motte and Sar- 
rasin, acting for Alexander Famese, 
and received the command of the in- 
fantry in the Walloon provinces, a 
merced of four thousand crowns a year, 
together with as large a slice of La 
Motte's hundred thousand florins for 
himself and soldiers, as that officer 
could be induced to part with.* 

Baron Capres, whom Sarrasin—being 
especially enjoined to piuchase him — 
had, in his own language, ''sweated 
blood and water" to secure, at last 
agreed to reconcile himself with the 
King's party upon condition of receiv- 
ing the government-general of Artois, 
together with the particular govern- 
ment of Hesdin — ^very lucrative offices, 
which the Viscount of Ghent then 
held by commission of the states- 
general^ That politic personage, how- 
ever, whose disinclination to desert 
the liberty party which had clothed 
him with such high functions, was 
apparently so marked that the Prior 
had caused an ambush to be laid both 
for him and the Marquis Havr^, in 
order to obtain bodily possession of 
two such powerful enemies,* now, at 
the last moment, displayed his true 
colours. He consented to reconcile 
himself also, on condition of receiving 
the royal appointment to the same 
government which he then held from 
the patriot authorities, together with 
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the title of Marquis de Richebourg, 
the command of all the cavalry in the 
royalist provinces, and certain rewards 
in money besides. By holding himself 
at a high mark, and keeping at a dis- 
tance, he had obtained his price. 
Capres, for whom Philip, at Parma's 
suggestion, had sent the commission 
as governor of Artois and of Hesdin, 
was obliged to renoimce those offices, 
notwithstanding his earlier " recon- 
. ciliation," and tiie " blood and water " 
of John Sarrasin.'* Ghent was not 
even contented with these guerdons, 
but insisted upon the command of all 
the cavalry, including the band of 
ordnance which, with handsome salary, 
had been assigned to Lalain, as a part 
of the wages for his treason,^ while the* 
" little Count " — fiery as his small and 
belligerent cousin^ whose exploits have 
been recorded in the earlier pages of 
this history — ^boldly taxed Parma and 
the King with cheating him out of his 
promised reward, in order to please a 
noble whose services had been less 
valuable than those of the Lalain 
family.® Having thus obtained the 
lion's share, due, as he thought, to 
his well known courage and military 
talents, as well as to the powerful 
family influence which he wielded — 
his brother, the Prince of Espinoy, 
hereditary seneschal of Hainault, hav- 
ing likewise rallied to the King's party 
— Ghent jocosely intimated to Parma 
his intention of helping himself to the 
two best horses in the Prince's stables 
in exchange for those lost at Gemb- 
lours,^ in which disastrous action he 
^had commanded the cavalry for the 
states. He also sent two terriers to 
Famese, hoping that they would " prove 



1 M€moire de ce qui s'est pass^ d I'en- 
trevue entre le S». de Montigny, Comte de 
Lalain, Due d'Arschot, Marquis d'HavrS. et 
aL ; Rec. Prov. Wall., iL 104, 106. MS. 

* MB. letters of Parma, Saint Voast, Mon- 
tigny, La Motte, et sL ; Rec. Prov. WaU., ii. 
W-87, 116; iiL 120; iv. 221. 

» Rec Prov. WalL, it 130-133, MS. 

« Rec. Prov. Wall., ii., f. 73. MS.— Com- 
pare Cknresp. Alex. Famese, p. 61.— Parma 
U PhiUp II. 

• MS. letters of Vicomte de Gand to Philip 
II., and of Philip II. to Vicomte de Gand, 
Marmiis de Richebour??; Rec. Prov. Wall., 
H 197, 210. — Compare Correspondance, Alex. 
Famese, 81, 86^ 89, 97. 



• Rec. Prov. Wall, iv. 223, LaLun to 
Parma, MS. 

f Anthony, Count of Hoogstraaten, the 
friend of Orange. 

8 " j'espfere que S. M. ne jligera les 

services c[ue j'ay lait et fais joumellement 2k 
icelle momdres que ceulx du dit Marquis do 
Richebourg, et que pour son seul respect elle 
ne m'estimera si peu, de me frauder, de ce 
que le Comte de Mansfeld m'avait aupaiu- 
vantfait entendre de la part de V. B.,'' etc. 
—Lalain to Parma, Rec. Prov. Wall., iv. 
278. M.8 Parma to Lalain, Rec. Prov, 
Wall., ii. 76-77. 

• Rec Prov. WalL, ii 202-204, MS. 
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more useful than beautiful."^ The 
Prince might have thought, perhaps, 
as much of the Yiscount's treason. 

John Sarrasin, the all-accomplished 
Prior, as the reward of his exertions, 
received from Philip the abbey of 
Saint Yaast, the richest and most 
powerful ecclesiastical establishment 
in the Netherlands. At a subsequent 
period his grateful sovereign created 
iiim Archbishop of Cambray.* 

Thus the "troubles of Arras" — as 
they were called — terminated. Gos- 
Bon, the respected, wealthy, eloquent, 
and virtuous advocate, together with 
his colleagues — all Catholics, but at 
the same time patriots and liberals — 
died the death of felons for their un- 
•fortunate attempt to save their father- 
land from an ecclesiastical and venal 
conspiracy; while the actors in the 
plot, having all performed well their 
parts, received their full meed of 
prizes and applause. 

The private treaty by which the 
Walloon provinces of Artois, Hainault, 
Lille, Douay, and Orchies, united 
themselves in a separate league was 
signed upon the 6th of January 1579, 
but the final arrangements for the re- 
conciliation of the Malcontent nobles 
and their soldierrf were not completed 
until April 6th, upon which day a 
secret paper was signed at Mount 
Saint Eloi. 

The secret current of the intrigue 
had not, however, flowed on with per- 
fect smoothness until this placid ter- 
mination. On the contrary, there had 
been much bickering, heart-burning, 
and mutual suspicions and recrimina- 
tions. . There had been violent wrang- 
lings among the claimants of the royal 
rewards. Lalain and Capres were not 
the only Malcontents who had cause 
to complain of being cheated of the 
promised largess. Montigny, in whose 
favour Parma had distinctly command- 
ed La Motte to be liberal of the King's 
secret-service money, furiously charged 
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the Qouemor of Oravelines with hav- 
ing received a large supply of gold 
from Spain, and of " locking the rascal 
coimters from his friends," so that 
Parma was obliged to quiet the Baron, 
and many oUier barons in the same 
predicament, out of his own purse. 
All complained bitterly, too, that the 
King, whose promises had been so pro- 
fuse to the nobles while the reconcilia- 
tion was pending, turned a deaf ear to 
their petitions and left their letters 
unanswered, after the deed was accom- 
plished.' 

The unlucky Prior of Renty, whose 
disclosures to La Motte concerning 
the Spanish sarcasms upon his venal- 
ity, had so nearly caused the prelimi- 
nary n^otiation with that seignior to 
fail, was the cause of still further mis- 
chief through the interception of Alon- 
zo Curiel's private letters. Such reve- 
lations of corruption, and of contempt 
on the part of the corrupters, wore 
eagerly turned to account by the states' 
government. A special messenger was 
despatched to Montigny^ with the in- 
tercepted correspondence, accompanied 
by an earnest prayer that he would 
not contaminate his sword and his 
noble name by subserviency to men 
who despised even while they pur- 
chased traitors. That noble, both con- 
foimded and exasperated, was f^r i 
moment inclined to listen to the voice 
of honour and patriotism, but refleo- 
tion and soUtude induced him to poc- 
ket up his wrongs and his "merced" 
together. The states-general also sent 
the correspondence to the Walloon 
provincial authorities, with an elo- 
quent adress, begging them to study 
well the pitiful part which La Motte 
had enacted in the private comedy 
then performing, and to behold as ia 
a mirror their own position, if they did 
not recede ere it was too late.^ 

The only important effect produced 
by the discovery was upon tiie Prior 
of Renty himself. Ottavio Gonzaga, 



1 Rec. Prov. Wall, lii. 127, Marquia de 
Richebourg to Parma, MS. 

* Correspondance Alex. Famese, 41, 46, 
65. 

8 Montigny to La Motte, Rec. Prov. Wall., 
iii. 120, and v. 146. MS. Mansfeld to Parma. 
•—Compare Ck>rresp. Alox. Famese, 135. 



* Oroen v. Prinsterer, Archives, vi. 60«. 

MS. letter of the states-general to the 
estates of Artois, Hainault, Lille, Douay, 
and Orchies; Ord. Depdchen Boek der St. 
gl. Ao. 1579, f. 200. Boyal Archives at th« 
Hague. 
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the intimate friend of Don John, and 
now high in the confidence of Parma, 
wrote to La Motte, indignantly deny- 
ing the truth of Bien Aimd's tattle, 
and affirming that not a word had 
ever been uttered by himself or by 
any gentleman in his presence to the 
disparagement of the Governor of 
Gravelines. He added that if the 
Prior had worn another coat, and were 
of quality equal to his own, he would 
have made him eat his words or a few 
inches of steeL In the same vehement 
terms he addressed a letter to Bien 
Aim^ himself.^ Very soon afterwards, 
notwithstanding his coat and his qual- 
ity, that unfortunate ecclesiastic found 
lumself beset one dark night by two 
soldiers, who left him severely wound- 
ed and bleeding nearly to death upon 
the high road,^ but escaping with life, 
lie wrote to Parma, recounting his 
wrongs and the " sword-thrust in his 
left thi^'' and made a demand for a 
merced. 

The Prior recovered from this diffi- 
culty only to fall into another, by 
publishing what he called an apologue, 
in which he charged that the reconciled 
noMes were equally false to the royal 
and to the rebel government, and that, 
although '' the fatted calf had been kill- 
ed for them, after they ha31 so long been 
feeding wiili perverse heretical pigs," 
they were, in truth, as mutinous as ever, 
being bent upon establishing an oligar- 
diy in the Netherlands, and dividing the 
territory among themselves, to the ex- 
dusion of the sovereign. This naturally 
excited the wrath of the Viscount and 
others. The Seigneur d*Auberlieu, in 
a letter written in what the writer 
himself called the "gross style of a 
gendarme^" charged the Prior with 
nrnligniTig honourable lords and — in 
the &YOurite colloquial phrase of the 
day — with attempting ''to throw the 
cat against their legs." The real crime 
of tl^ meddling priest, however, was 
to have let that troublesome animal 
out of the bag. He was accordingly 
wiylaid again, and thrown into prison 

J Rec Prov. Wall., ii. 270 and 270'<». MS. 
letters of Ottavio Gonzaga. 

> PHear de Benty to Forms^ MS., Bee. 
Prov. Wall., m. 140. 
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by Count Lalain. While in durance 
he published an abject apology for his 
apologue, explaining that his allusions 
to "returned prodigals," "heretic 
swine/* and to "Sodom and Gomor- 
rah," had been entirely misconstrued. 
He was, however, retained in custody 
imtil Parma ordered his release on the 
ground that the punishment had been 
already sufficient for the offence. He 
then requested to be appointed Bishop 
of Saint Omer, that see being vacant. 
Parma advised the King by no means 
to grant the request — ^the Prior being 
neither endowed with the proper age 
nor discretion for such a dignity — but 
to bestow some lesser reward, in money 
or otherwise, upon the discomfited 
ecclesiastic, who had rendered so many 
services and incurred so many dangers.' 
The states-general and the whole 
national party regarded, with prophetic ■ 
dismay, the approaching dismember- 
ment of their common country. They 
sent deputation on deputation to the 
Walloon states, to warn them of their 
danger, and to avert, if possible, the 
fatal measure. Meantime, as by the 
already accomplished movement, the 
"generality" was fast disappearing, 
and was indeed but the shadow of its 
former self, it seemed necessary to 
make a vigorous effort to restore some- 
thing like unity to the struggling 
coimtry. The Ghent Pacification had 
been their outer wall, ample enough 
and strong enough to enclose and to 
protect all the provinces. Treachery 
and religious fanaticism had under- 
mined the bulwark almost as soon as 
reared. The whole beleaguered country 
was in danger of becoming utterly ex- 
posed to a foe who grew daily more 
threatening. As in besieged cities, a 
sudden breastwork is thrown up in- 
ternally, when the outward defences 
are crumbling — so the energy of Orange 
had been silently preparing the Union 
of Utrecht, as a temporary defence 
imtil the foe should be beaten back, 
and there should be time to decide on 
their future course of action.* 



» Bee. Prov. Wall., iv. 81-88, 264, 275, sqq., 
836, V. 25. MS. letters of Renty, Auberlieu, 
and Parma.— Compare Corresp. Alex. Far- 
nese, 74. 99. 

* Groeu v. Prinsterer/ vi. 687% 
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During tbe whole montb of Decern- 
berj An active corriiepoadence bad been 
carried on by the Prince iind hie brother 
JobD withtLiriyuflit^tiotain Geklerhmd, 
Frieeland, luid Gruiuxigen, tks iseU as 
with influential pGr&t>nri^i53 in the more 
central pro vin ties and liitiea.^ G elder- 
laudj the natumi bulwark to HnUand 
and Zealand, cammanding the four 

Ct rivfira nf the country, bad been 
inately placed untler the gove ra- 
ti it nt of the trn«ty John of Sasiau, 
that proTiooe being wannly in favour 
of a ckeer tinian with its iiater pro- 
vincoa, and particularly" witli tkose 
more nearly allied to itself in rehgion 
and in language. 

Already, in December (1578), Count 
Jolirtj in behalf of bia brother, had laid 
lAfore the etataa of Holland and Zea- 
laad, assembled at GorDunittbe project 
of ^ new union with " Gelderlantl, 
, Glientj Friealsmd, Utrecht, Overyaselj 
and Groningen,*^ ' The proposition 
bad been favourably ^entertained, and 
commifiaionerB had been appf>inted t-o 
confer with other conimiaaiouera at 
Utrecht, whenever they should be 
Bummoned by Comit JohiL The 
Prince^ with the ailsnco and caution 
ivhich belonged to bia whole poBcy, 
' ^hoee not to be the ostenaible mover 
|Iei the plan himself. He did Dot chooee 
I to start le nnnecflaaarily the Archduke 
■JMattbias— the cipher who had been 
placed by bia ^ide^ wboae sudden anb- 
traction would occasion more loaa than 
bia presence had conferred benefits 
He did not choose to be cried out upon 
aa infringing the Ghent Pacifieation, 
althougb the whole world knew that 
treaty to be hopeleaaly annulled. For 
these and many other weighty motivesj 
be proposed that the new Uniion ghouM 
be the appurcnt work of other ha^dsj 
and only offered to him and to the 
country! when nearly completed. 

After various preliminary meetinga 
iu December and January, the deputiea 
of Gelderland and Zutfen, with Count 
John^ stadholder of these provinces, 



1 Grqen t, Prinatcnor^ vi 4T&j aqq,** 633, 

Ti fbiiL. vi. 470, eqq. 

" Kltjtt, Itifft. d@r HolL Staatarog.^ L 170, 
aqq^^ Bor, xiii, 21, ^\ \f 



Dutch Et'pulUc [1571 

at their bead, met with tbo dciiud 
of Holland, ZeaJandf and the pp.>r 
between tbe KmB and the Laawei 
early in January, 1573, and od 
23d of that month, witbout waiting 
longer for the deputies of tbe other 
provinces, thej agreed provisionally 
upon a treaty of union which wia 
published afterwarda on the 29th( 
from the Town House of Utrechi* 

This memorable document — whic& 
is ever regartied as the f otrndsktioQ of 
tbe Netherlund Republic — contdited 
twenty-six artidea* 

Tbe preamble stated the obj^ «lj 
the union. It was to atrengthen, t 
to forsake the Ghent Pacificaticm, \ 
ready nearly annihilated by the foi 
of foreign soldiery. For tiiis i 
and in order more conveniently i 
defend themfielves againat their fo( 
the deputies of Gelderland, Zutftf 
Holland^ Zealand, Utrecht, and 
Frisian provinces, thouglit it deahul^ 
to form a atill closer union. The c 
tracting proYineeB agreed to 
eternally imited, aa if they were 1 
one province. At the siime tinie^ i 
was underatood that each wastoi 
its particular privileges, liber 
able and traditionary ciiet^ 
other hvws. The cities^ cot^ 
and inhabitants of every provii 
to be guaranteed aa to their i 
conatitutioQfi. Dispiit4?fi co 
theae vaTiouB statutes and 
were to be decided by tho 
tribunalB, by "good men," or by ii 
cable compromise. The pixjvinc^w, 1 
virtue of tbe Union, wer** to dofis 
each other "with life, goods, 
blood/' against all force brought n^aiasi 
them in tbe King^a name or hahit 
They were alao to d*fdad each a^^ 
againat all foreign or donw^tia p^i*^ 
tates, provinces, or es ^ t ^ 

defence were contru . ' 

rality " of tbe union. 
occaaioned by the 
pro'^'incea, certain in^ ^ » 

were to be equally ai3iii«^«»tw^ loul coIIb< 

* The wbolo doctiiEii.i' 
xiii, £0^0, and, «yiri 

152; TaaaiBt v, S3»» fti'i ; it*- ^1, xiv .^^ 
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©d. No truce or peace was to be con- 
cluded, no war commenced, no impost 
established affecting the " generality/' 
but by unanimous advice and consent 
of the provincea Upon other matters 
the majority was to decide ; the votes 
being taken in the manner then custom- 
ary in the assembly of states-generaL 
In case of difficulty in coming to a 
unanimous vote when required, the 
matter was to be referi-ed to the stad- 
holders then in office. In case of 
their inability to agree, they were to 
appoint arbitrators, by whose decision 
the parties were to be governed. 
None of the united provinces, or of 
their cities or corporations, were to 
make treaties with other potentates or 
states, without consent of their con- 
federates. If neighbouring princes, 
provinces, or cities, wished to enter 
into this confederacy, they were to be 
received by the unanimous consent of 
the miited provinces. A common 
currency was to be established for the 
confederacy. In the matter of divine 
worship, Holland and Zealand were to 
conduct themselves as they should 
think proper. The other provinces of 
the union, however, were either to 
conform to the religious peace already 
laid down by Archduke Matthias and 
his council, or to make such other 
arrangements as each province should 
for itself consider appropriate for the 
maintenance of its internal tranquillity 
— ^provided always that every indi- 
vidual should remain free in his 
religion, and that no man should be 
molested or questioned on the subject 
of divine worship, as had been already 
established by the Ghent Pacification.^ 
As a certain dispute arose concerning 
the meaning of this important clause, 
an additional paragraph was inserted 
a few days afterwards. In this it was 
stated that there was no intention of 
excluding from the confederacy any 

» ArUcles, 5, 9, 10, 11, ;i2, 13. 

« Ibid,, 16, 19, 22. 

« Bor, 8, xiii. 26. Kluit, HoU. Staatsreg., 
L 178, sqq. Wagenaer, Yad. Hist, vii 263, 
aqq. 

* Bor, Eluit, Wagenaer, ubi sup. — Count 
Benneberg, as stadholder of Friesland, 
Overyssel, Groningen, Drente, etc., did not 
give Iiis final adhesion until June 11, 1579. 



province or city which was wholly 
Catholic, or in which the number of 
the Reformed was not sufficiently 
large to entitle them, by the religious 
peace, to public worship. On the 
contrary, the intention was to admit 
them, provided they obeyed the articles 
of imion, and conducted themselves aa 
good patriots ; it being intended that 
no province or city should interfere 
with another in the matter of divine 
service. Disputes between two pro- 
vinces were to be decided by the 
others, or — ^in case the generality were 
concerned — by the provisions of the 
ninth article. 

The confederates were to assemble 
at Utrecht whenever summoned by 
those commissioned for that purpose. 
A majority of votes was to decide on 
matters then brought before them, 
even in case of the absence of some 
members of the confederacy, who 
might, however, send written proxies. 
Additions or amendments to these ar- 
ticles could only be made by unanim- 
ous consent. The articles were to be 
signed by the stadholders, magistrates, 
and principal officers of each province 
and city, and by all the train-bands, 
fraternities, and sodalities which 
might exist in the cities or villages of 
the union. ^ 

Such were the simple provisions of 
that instrument which became the 
foimdation of the powerful Common- 
wealth of the United Netherlands. On 
the day when it was concluded, there 
were present depvities from five pro- 
vinces only.' Count John of Nassau 
signed first, as stadholder of Gelder- 
land and Zutfen. His signature was 
followed by those of four deputies 
from that double province; and the 
envoys of Holland, Zealand, Utrecht 
and the Frisian provinces, then signed 
the document,* 

The Prince himself, although in 



His subsequent treason kept the city of 
Groningen out of the union, and it was not 
admitted till the year 1594.— (Wag. vu. 266.) 
On the other hand, several cities which were 
not destined eventually to form parts of the 
confederacy became members soon after its 
formation— as Ghent, on Feb. 4, 1679; Ant- 
werp, July 28, 1679 ; Bruges, Feb. 1, 1580, 
etc.— Bor, xiii. 31, et sqq. 
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reality the principal director of the 
movement, delayed appending his sig- 
nature until May the 3d, 1579/ Herein 
he was actuated by the reasons already 
stated, and by the hope which he still 
entertained that a wider union might 
be established^ with Matthias for its 
nominal chief. His enemies, as usual, 
attributed this patriotic delay to baser 
motives. They accused him of a desire 
to assume the governor-generalship 
himself, to the exclusion of the Arch- 
duke — an insinuation which the states 
of Holland took occasion formally to 
denounce as a calumny.* For those 
who have studied the character and 
history of the man, a defence against 
such slander is superfluous. Matthiaa 
was but the shadow. Orange the sub- 
stance. The Archduke had been ac- 
cepted only to obviate the evil effects 
of a political intrigue, and with the 
express condition that the Prince 
should be his lieutenant-general in 
name, his master in fact. Directly 
after his departure in the following 
year, the Prince-s authority, which 
nominally departed also, was re-estab- 
lished in his own person, and by ex- 
press act of the states-general.' 

The Union of Utrecht was the foun- 
dation-stone of the Netherland Re- 
public; but the fraraers of the con- 
federacy did not intend the establish- 
ment of a Republic, or of an indepen- 
dent commonwealth of any kind. They 
had not forsworn the Spanish monarch. 
It was not yet their intention to for- 
swear him. Certainly the act of union 
contained no allusion to such an im- 
portant stop. On the contrary, in the 
brief preamble they expressly stated 
their intention to strengthen the Ghent 
Pacification, and the Ghent Pacification 
acknowledged obedience to the King. 
They intended no political innovation 
of any kind. They expressly accepted 
matters as they were. All statutes, 
charters, and privileges of provinces, 
cities, or corporations were to remain 
untouched. They intended to form 
neither an independent state nor an 

1 Bor, 2, xlil. 80. 

s R(:s()l. IIdII.. 8 Moi., f. 93. Eluit, HoU. 
Btoaurog., i. ISO. 



independent federal B3^Btem.* No 
doubt the formal renunciation ol al- 
legiance, which was to follow within 
two years, was contemplated by many 
as a future probability ; but it could 
not be foreseen with certainty. 

The simple act of imion was not 
regarded as the constitution of a com- 
monwealth. Its object was a single 
one— defence against a foreign oppres- 
sor. The contracting parties bound 
themselves together to spend all their 
treasure and idl their blood in expelling 
the foreign soldiery from their soiL 
To accomplish this purpose, they care- 
fully abstained from intermeddling 
with internal politics and with religion. 
Every man was to worship Qod accord- 
ing to the dictates of his conscience. 
Every combination of citizens, from 
, the provincial states down to the hum- 
blest rhetoric club, was to retain its 
ancient constitution. The establish- 
ment of a Republic, which lasted two 
centuries, which threw a girdle of rich 
dependencies entirely round the globe, 
and which attained so remarkable a 
height of commercial prosperity and 
political influence, was the result of the 
Utrecht Union ; but it was not a pre-, 
meditated result. A state, single 
towards the rest of the world, a unit 
in its external relations, while per- 
mitting internally a variety of sove- 
reignties and institutions — in many 
respects the prototype of our own 
much more extensive and powerful 
union — was destined to s{»ing from 
the act thus signed by the envoys of 
five provinces. Those envoys were 
acting, however, under the pressure 
of extreme necessity, and for what 
was believed an evanescent purpose. 
The future confederacy was not to 
resemble the system of thd German 
empire, for it was to acknowledge no 
single head. It was to differ from the 
Achaian league, in the far inferior 
amount of power which it permitted 
to its general assembly, and in the 
consequently greater proportion of 
sovereign attributes which were re- 



» Kluit, i. 180, 181, note 16. 

* Klutt, noil. Staatareg., L 182, sqq.^ 
Compare Groen v. Prinst., Archives, de la 
Maisou d'Orange, vi. 680-^64. 
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tained by the individual states. It 
Was, on the other hand, to furnish a 
closer and more intimate bond than 
that of the Swiss confederacy, which 
was only a union for defence and ex- 
ternal purposes, of cantons otherwise 
independent.^ It was, finally, to differ 
from the American federal common- 
wealth in the great feature that it was 
to be merely a confederacy of sove- 
reignties, not a representative RepubUc. 
Its foimdation was a compact, not a 
constitution. The contracting parties 
were states and corporations, who con- 
sidered themselves as representing 
small nationalities de jure et de facto, 
and as succeeding to the supreme 
power at the very instant in which 
allegiance to the Spanish monarch was 
renoimced. The general assembly was 
^ collection of diplomatic envoys, bound 
by instructions from independent states. 
TbB, voting was not by heads, but by 
states. The deputies were not repre- 
sentatives of the people, but of the 
states; for the people of the United 
States of the Netherlands never as- 
sembled — as did the people of the 
United States of America two centuries 
later — to lay dcnm a constitution, by 
which they granted a generous amount 
of power to the union, while they re- 
served enough of sovereign attributes 
to secure that local self-government 
which is the life-blood of liberty. 

The Union of Utrecht, narrowed as 
it was to the nether portion of that 
country which, as a whole, might have 
formed a commonwealth so much more 
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powerf uly was in origin a proof of this hand. 



lamentable want of patriotism. Could 
the jealousy of great nobles, the ran- 
cour of religious differences, the Ca- 
tholic bigotry of the Walloon popula- 
tion on ^e one side, contending with 
the democratic insanity of the Ghent 
populace on the other, have been re- 
strained within bounds by the mode- 
rate counsels of William of Orange, it' 
would have been possible to unite 
seventeen provinces instead of seven, 
and to save many long and blighting 
years of civil war. 

The Utrecht Union was, however, 
of inestimable value. It was time for 
some step to be taken, if anarchy were 
not to reign until the inquisition and 
absolutism were restored. Already, 
out of Chaos and Night, the coming 
Republic was assuming substance and 
form. The union, if it created nothing 
else, at least constructed a league 
against a foreign foe whose armed 
masses were pouring faster and faster 
into the territory of the provinces. 
Farther than this it did not propose to 
go. It maintained what it found. It 
guaranteed religious liberty, and ac- 
cepted the civil and political constitu- 
tions already in existence. Meantime, 
the defects of those constitutions^ al- 
though visible and sensible, had not 
grown to the large proportions which 
they were destined to attain. 

Thus by the Union of Utrecht on 
the one hand, and the fast approaching 
reconciliation of the Walloon provinces 
on the other, the work of decomposi- 
tion and of construction went hand in 
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The political movements in both di- 
rections were to be hastened by the 
military operations of the opening sea- 
son. On the night of the 2d of March, 
1579, the Prince of Parma made a de- 
monstration ag^unst Antwerp. A body 
of three thousand Scotch and English, 
lying at Borgerhout, was rapidly driven 
in, and a warm skirmish ensued, di- 
rectly under the walls of the city. 
The Prince of Orange, with the Arch- 
duke Matthias, being in Antwerp at 
the time, remained on the fortifications, 
superintending the action, and Parma 
was obliged to retire after an hour or 
two of sharp fighting, with a loss of 
four hundred men.^ This demonstra- 
tion was, however, only a feint. Hia 
real design was upon Maestricht, be- 
fore which important city he appeared 
in gieat force, ten days afterwards, 
when he was least expected.' 

Well fortified, surrounded by a broad 
and deep moat, built upon both sides 
of the Meuse, upon the right bank of 
which river, however, the portion of 
the town was so inconsiderable that it 
was merely called the village of Wyk, 
this key to the German gate of the 
Netherlands was, unfortunately, in 
brave but feeble hands. The garrison 
was hardly one thousand strong ; the 
trained bands of burghers amounted to 
twelve hundred more ; while between 
three and four thousand peasants, who 
had taken refuge within the city walls, 
did excellent service as sappers and 
miners. Parma, on the other hand, 
had appeared before the walls with 
twenty thousand men, to which num- 
ber he received constant reinforce- 
ments. The Bishop of Liege, too, had 
sent him four thousand pioneers — a 
most important service; for mining 
and countermining was to decide the 
fate of Maestricht.^ 

Early in January the royalists had 
surprised the strong chateau of Carpen, 
in the neighbourhood of the city, upon 
which occasion the garrison were all 

1 Bor, xiii. 36, 36. Hoofd, xv. 620. 

a Ibid., xiii. 36. Hoofd, ubi sup. Strada, 
2, ii. 68. 

8 BontivoffHo, 2. lib. 1. 235. Bor, xiii. 36. 
According to Strada (2, li. 81), 3000. 

* Lottur of G. de Morode, Ordinaris De- 
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hanged by moonlight on the trees in 
the orchard. The commandant riiared 
their &te ; and it is a carious fact that 
he had, precisely a year previously, 
hanged the royalist captain, Komaert, 
on ihe same spot, who, witii the rope 
around his neck, had foretold a like 
doom to his destroyer.^ 

The Prince of Orange, feeling the 
danger of Maestricht, lost no time in 
warning the states to the necessary 
measures, imploring them '' not to fall 
asleep in the shade of a peace negotia- 
tion," ^ while meantime Parma threw 
two bridges over the Meuse, above and 
below the city, and then invested the 
place so closely that all communica- 
tion was absolutely suspended. Let- 
ters could pass to and fro only at ex- 
treme peril to the messengers, and all 
possibility of reinforcing the city at 
the moment was cut off." 

While tiiis eventful seige was pro- 
ceeding, the negotiations with the 
Walloons were ripening. The siege 
and the conferences went hand in 
hand. Besides the secret arrangements 
already described for the separation of 
the Walloon provinces, there had been 
much earnest and Aoquent remon- 
strance on the part of tKe states-general 
and of Orange — ^many solemn embassies 
and public appeals. As usual, the Paci- 
fication of Ghent was the two-sided 
shield which hung between the parties 
to cover or to justify the blows which 
each dealt at the other. There is no 
doubt as to the real opinion enter- 
tained concerning that famous treaty 
by the royal pj^y. "Through the 
peace of Ghent," said Saint Vaast, 
"all our woes have been brought 
upon us." La Motte informed Parma 
that it was necessary to pretend 
a respect for the Pacification, how- 
ever, on account of its popularity, 
but that it was well understood by 
the leaders of the Walloon moyement, 
that the intention was to restore the 
system of Charles the Fifth. Parma 

pgchen Book der Staten-gen., A«. 1579, L 42. 
MS. Hague Archives. 

6 Letter of Orange to States-general, Ord. 
Dep. Boek, 1679, f. 41'», MS. 

« Bor, xiii. 17-36, sqq. Hoofd, xv. 6«J- 
628. Strada, 2, L 87, 67-41. Meterao, ix. 
1S4. 
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signified his consent to make use of 
that treaty as a basis, " provided always 
it were interpreted healthily, and not 
dislocated by cavillations and sinister 
interpolations, as had been done by the 
Prince of Orange." The Malcontent 
generals of the Walloon troops were 
inexpressibly anxious lest the cause of 
reUgion should be endangered ; but the 
arguments by which Parma convinced 
those military casuists as to the com- 
patibility of the Ghent peace with 
sound doctrine have already been ex- 
hibited. The influence of the recon- 
ciled nobles was brought to bear with 
fatal effect upon the states of Artois, 
Hainault, and of a portion of French 
Flanders. The GaJUc element in their 
blood, and an intense attachment to the 
Boman ceremonial, which distinguished 
the Walloon population from their 
Batavian brethren, were used success- 
fully by the wily Parma to destroy the 
unity of the revolted Netherlsmds.^ 
Moreover, the King offered good terms. 
The monarch, feeling safe on the reli- 
gious point, was willing to make liberal 
promises upon the political questions. 
In truth, the great grievance of which 
the Wailoons conM^lained was the inso- 
lence and intolerable outrages of the 
foreign soldiers. This, they said, had 
alone made them malcontent' It was, 
therefore, obviously the cue of Parma 
to promise the immediate departure of 
the troops. This could be done the 
more eaoly, as he had no intention of 
keeping the promise. 

Meantime the efforts of Orange, and 
of the states-general, where his influ- 
ence was still paramount, were unceas- 
ing to counteract the policy of Parma. 
A deputation was appointed by the 
generality to vkit the estates of the 
Walloon provinces.* Another was 
sent l»y the authorities of Brussels. 
The Marquis of Havr^, with several 
ooUea^es on behalf of the states- 
gnieral, waited upon the Viscount of 
CHient, by whom they were received 
with ezb-eme insolence. He glared 
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upon them, without moving, as they 
were admitted to his presence ; " look- 
ing like a dead man, from whom the 
soul had entirely departed." Eecover- 
ing afterwards from this stony trance 
of indignation, he demanded a sight 
of their instructions. This they court- 
eously refused, as they were accredited 
not to him, but to the states of Artois. 
At this he fell into a violent passion, 
and threatened them with signal chas- 
tisement for daring to come thither 
with so treasonable a purpose. In 
short, according to their own expres- 
sion, he treated them " as if they had 
been rogues and vagabonds."^ The 
Marquis of Havr^, high-bom though 
he was, had been sufficiently used to 
such conduct. The man who had 
successively served and betrayed every 
party, who had been the obsequious 
friend and the avowed enemy of Don 
John within the same fortnight, and 
who had been able to swallow and in- 
wardly digest many an insult from 
that fiery warrior, was even fain 
to brook the* insolence of Eobert 
Melun. 

The papers which the deputation 
had brought were finally laid before 
the states of Artois, and received re- 
plies as prompt and bitter as the ad- 
dresses were earnest and eloquent. 
The Walloons, when summoned to 
hold to that segis of national unity, 
the Ghent peace, replied that it was 
not they, but the heretic portion of 
the states-general, who were for dash- 
ing it to the ground. The Ghent 
treaty was never intended to impair 
the supremacy of the Catholic religion, 
said those provinces, which were al- 
ready on the point of separating- for 
ever from the rest. The Ghent treaty 
was intended expressly to destroy the 
inquisition and the placards, answered 
the national party. Moreover, the 
"very marrow of that treaty"* was 
the departure of the foreign soldiers, 
who were even then overrunning the 
land. The Walloons aaiswered that 



* Report of the Commissioners, Bor, xiii 
45. 

6 « De substantie en principaelmergvaa 
selve padflcatie."— Bor, xiii. 89. 
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Alexander had expressly conceded the 
withdrawal of the troops. "Believe 
not the fluting and the piping of the 
crafty foe," urged the patriots.^ " Pro- 
mises are made profusely enough — but 
only to lure you to perdition. Your 
enemies allow you to slake your hunger 
and thirst with this idle hope of the 
troops* departure, but you are still in 
fetters, although the chain be of Span- 
ish pinchbeck, which you mistake for 
gold. " 'Tis not we,' cried the Wal- 
loons, " who wish to separate from the 
generality; 'tis the generality which 
separates from us. We had rather 
die the death than not maintain the 
union." ^ In the very same breath, 
however, they boasted of the excellent 
terms which the monarch was offering, 
and of their strong inclination to ac- 
cept them. " Kings, struggling to re- 
cover a lost authority, always promise 
golden mountains and every sort of 
miracles," replied the patriots;* but 
the warning was uttered in vain. 

Meantime the deputation from the 
city of Brussels arrived on the 28th of 
March at Mons, in Hainault, where 
they were received with great cour- 
tesy by Count de Lalain, governor of 
the province. The enthusiasm with 
which he had espoused the cause of 
Queen Margaret and her brother Anjou 
had cooled, but the Count received 
the Brussels envoys with a kindness 
in marked contrast with the brutality 
of Melun. He made many fine speeches 
— protesting his attachment to the 
union, for which he was ready' to shed 
the last drop of his blood— entertained 
the deputies at dinner, proposed toasts 
to the prosperity of the united pro- 
vinces, and dismissed his guests at last 
with many flowery professions. After 
dancing attendance for a few days, 
however, upon the estates of the Wal- 
loon provinces, both sets of deputies 
were warned to take their instant de- 



1 "Do vijand hem sal behelpen met het 
woord vwi do Rolij?ie aea met een bodrie- 
goiyk pijpkeu of fluijken om ons met do 
ToiTO to vangen."— Address of the States- 
general, March 3, 1579, Bor, xiii. 41. "T 
gofluit en gopijp van do geue die komen van 
onser vyanden wegen — om namaels to gecken 
on to spotten mqt onso bederfenisse." — 
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parture as mischief-makeini and rebels. 
They returned, accordingly, to Brus- 
sels, bringing the writtoi answeis 
which the estates had voudisafed to 
send.^ 

The states-general, too, inspired by 
William of Orange, addressed a solenm 
appeal to their sister provinces, thus 
about to abjure the bonds of relation- 
ship for ever.^ It seemed right, once 
for all, to grapple with the Ghent 
Pacification for the last time, and to 
strike a final blow in defence of that 
large, statesmanlike interpretation, 
which alone could make the treaty 
live. This was done eloquently and 
logically. The Walloons were re- 
minded that at the epoch of the 
Ghent peace the number of Reformers 
outside of Holland and Zealand was 
supposed smaU. Now the new reli- 
gion had spread its roots through the 
whole 4and, and innumerable multi- 
tudes desired its exercise. If Holland 
and Zealand chose to^re-establish the 
Catholic worship witiiin their borders, 
they could manifestly do so without 
violating the treaty of Ghent. Why 
then was it not competent to other 
provinces, with equal allegiance to the 
treaty, to sanction the Reformed reli- 
gion within their Umits ?^ 

Parma, on his part, publicly invited 
the states-general, by letter, to sustain 
the Ghent treaty by accepting the 
terms offered to the Walloons, and by 
restoring the system of the Emperor 
Charles, of very lofty memory. To 
this superfluous invitation the states- 
general replied, on the 19th of March, 
that it had been the system of the 
Emperor Charles, of lofty memory, to 
maintain the supremacy of Catholi- 
cism and of Majesty in the Nethei^ 
lands by burning Netherlanders— a 
custom which the states, with com- 
mon accord, had thought it desirable 
to do away with.^ 
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en wonderlljke saken." — ^Address of the 
States-general, Bor, xiii. 44. 

* Bor, xiii. 44, 46. Hoofd, xv. 622, floq. 
Meteren, ix. 139, 160. 

6 Bor (xiii. 89-42) gives tho text in ftilL 

Address of the States, apud Bor, 3, xUL 
40, sqq. 

7 Letter of the States-genenO.— Ibid., zitt. 
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In various ferreniily-written appeals 
by Orange, by the states-general, and 
l^ other bodies, the wavering pro- 
vinces were warned against seduction. 
They were reminded that the Prince 
of Parma was tising this minor nego- 
tiation "asasecond string to his bow; " 
that nothing could be more puerile 
than to suppose the Spaniards capable, 
after securing Maestricht, of sending 
away their troops — ^thus "deserting 
Qab bride in the midst of the honey- 
moon." They expressed astonishment 
at being invited to abandon the great 
and general treaty which had been 
made upon the theatre of the whole 
world h^ the intervention of the prin- 
cipal princes of Christendom, in order 
to partake in underhand negotiation 
with the commissioners of Parma — 
men, "who, it would not be denied, 
were felons and traitors." They 
wamed their brethren not to 4fcibark 
on the enemy's ships in the dark, for 
that, while chaffering as to the price 
of the voyage, they would find that 
the false pilots had hoisted sail and 
borne them away in the night. In 
vain would they then seek to reach 
the shore again. The example of La 
Motte and others, "bird-limed with 
Spanish gold," should be salutary for 
afl — ^men who were now driven for- 
ward with a whip, laughed to scorn by 
their new masters, and forced to drink 
the bitter drau^t of humiliation along 
with ihe sweet poison of bribery. 
They were warned to study well the 
intercepted letters of Curid, in order 
folly to fathom the deep designs and 
secret contempt of the enemy.^ 

Sneh having been the result of the 
negotiations between the states-general 
and the Walloon provinces, a strong 
deputation now went forth from those 
proviBoes, towards the end of April, to 
hold a &aal colloquy with Parma, then 
abeady busied with the investment of 
Ifaestricht. They were met upon the 
road with great ceremony, and escorted 



WaUwm Deputation to Pm^ma. 



1 Beponse des EtatA-gfin&rauz sur lea 
lettres des Etats d'Artois, Hayuault, Lille, 
Doitay et Orchies; Ord. Depwh. Boek der 
Bt-gen., 16TO, f. 8l^-51. MS. Hague Ar- 
chives, s Strada, 2, i. 49, sqq. 

* '* Begiis epulis quas extenuato ad super- 
Uam vooibulo, pomeridiaxiam gustationem 

tol.il 
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into the presence of Famese with 
drum, tnmipet, and flaunting banners.' 
He received them with stately affabi- 
lity, in a magnificently decorated 
pavilion, carelessly inviting them to a 
repast, which he called an afternoon's 
lunch, but which proved a most 
sumptuous and splendidly appointed 
entertainment.' This "trifling foolish 
banquet" finished, the deputies were 
escorted, with great military parade, 
to the lodgings which had been pro- 
vided for them in a neighbouring 
village. During the period of their 
visit, all the chief officers of the army 
and the household were directed to 
entertain the Walloons with showy 
festivals, dinners, suppers, dances, and 
carousals of all kinds. At one of the 
most brilliant of these revels — a mag- 
nificent ball, to which all the matrons 
and maids of the whole country round 
had been bidden — the Prince of Parma 
himself unexpectedly made his appear- 
ance. He gently rebuked the enter- 
tainers for indulging in such splendid 
hospitality without, at least, permit- 
ting him to partake of it. Charmingly 
affable to the ladies assembled in 
the ball-room, courteous, but slightly 
reserved, towards the Walloon envoys, 
he excited the admiration of all by the 
splendid decorum of his manners. As 
he moved through the halls, modula- 
ting his steps in grave cadence to the 
music, the dignity and grace of his 
deportment seemed truly majestic; 
but when he actually danced a measure 
himself the enthusiasm was at its 
height.* They should, indeed, be 
rustics, cried the Walloon envoys in a 
breath, not to give the hand of fellow- 
ship at once to a Prince so condescend- 
ing and amiable.'' The exclamation 
seemed to embody the general wish, 
and to foreshadow a speedy con- 
clusion. 

Very soon afterwards a preliminarv 
accord was signed between the King s 
government and the Walloon provinces. 



appellabont, excepti sunt." — Strada, 2. L 

^ Strada, 2, i. 63, who describes the scene 
with laughable gravity. 

* Ibid. — "Agrestes se plus nimio visum 
iri, nisi adeo benigni amabilisque ingeuii 
viro mauus darent.** 
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The provkionB on his Majesty's part 
were sufficienilj liberal. The religi- 
ous question furnishing no obstacle, it 
was comparatively easy for Philip to 
M>pear benignant. It was stipulated 
tnat the provincial privileges should 
be respected; that a member of the 
King's own family, legitimately bom, 
should always be Governor-General, 
and that the foreign troops should be 
immediately withdrawn.^ The official 
exchange and ratification of this treaty 
were delayed till the 4th of the follow- 
ing September,' but the news that 
the reconciliation had been definitely 
settled soon spread through the 
country. The Catholics were elated, 
the patriots dismayed. Orange — ^the 
"Prince of Darkness," * as the Walloons 
of the day were fond of calling him — 
still unwilling to despair, reluctant to 
accept this dismemberment, which he 
foresaw was to be a perpetual one, of 
his beloved country, addressed the 
most passionate and solemn adjura- 
tions to the Walloon provinces, and to 
their military chieftains. He offered 
all his children as hostages for his 
good faith in keeping sacredly any 
covenant which his Catholic coimtry- 
men might be willing to close witfi 
him. It was in vain. The step was 
irretrievably taken ; religious bigotry, 
patrician jealousy, and wholesale 
bribery, had severed the Netherlands 
in twain for ever. The friends of, 
Bomanism, the enemies of civil and 
religious liberty, exulted from one 
end of Christendom to the other, and 
it was recognised that Parma had. 



1 The proliminary accord was signed May 
17, 1679. A copy was sent by the Prince of 
Orange to the united states, on August 1, 
1679.— Bor, xiii. 96-98. Tratado de Recon- 
ciliacion de las Provincias d'Artols, Haynau, 
Lille, Douay, y Orchies ; Rec. Prov. Wall., 
iii. f. 289-296. MS. The terms of the treaty 
were not bad. The Qhcnt Pacification was 
to be maintained and the foreign troops 
wore to bo removed. Unfortunately the 
secret corrospondcnco of the parties shews 
that the faithful observance of that pacifica- 
tion was very far fVom their thoughts, 
while the subsequent history of the country 
was to prove the removal of the troops to 
have boon a comedy, in which the principal 
actor soon renounced the part which he had 
reluctantly consented to sustain. 

« Rec. Prov. Wall, ill. f. 179, 180. MS— 
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indeed, addered a Tictoiy which 
although UoodkfB, was as inqmrtant 
to the cause ol absohitiBm as any 
which even his sword was Hkdiy to 
achieve. 

The joy of tiie Catholic party in 
Paris nianif ested itself in a Tariety of 
ways. At the principal theatre^ an 
uncouth pantomime was exhibited, in 
which his Catholic Majesty was intro- 
duced upon the 'Stage, leading by a 
halter a sleek cow, typifying the Ne- 
therlands. The animal by a sudden 
effort, broke the cord, and capered wildr 
ly aboutb Alexander of Parma hast- 
ened to fasten the fragments together 
while sundry personages, representing 
the states-general, seized her by the 
horns, some leaping upon her back, 
others calling upon the bystanders to 
assist in holding the restive beast 
The Emperor, the King of France, and 
the Qtteen of England — which last per- 
sonage was observed now to smile upon 
one party, now to affect deep sympa- 
thy with the other — remained station- 
ary ; but the Duke of Alen^on rushed 
upon the stage, and caught the cow 
by the taiL The Prince of Orange 
and Hans Casimir then appeared with 
a bucket, and set themselves busily to 
milk her, when Alexander again s^zed 
the halter. The cow gave a plunge, 
upset the pail, prostrated Casimir with 
one kick and Orange with another, 
and then followed Parma with docility 
as he led her back to Philip.*^ This 
seems not very ''admirable fooling," 
but it was highly relished by the po- 
lite Parisians of the sixteenth century, 

There is somethinfir almost comic in the pre- 
amble to the ratification. "Certain good 
personages in our provinces of Artois," etc., 
says PhUip. "zealous in the service of Ood, 
and desirous to escape danger to their pro- 
perty, and seeing the attempt to establish 
over the ecclesiastics, nobles, and good bur- 
gesses, a popular tyranny, which, by exor- 
bitant contributions, is gnawing the nation 
to the bone, having at lengtli opened their 
own eyes, have done th^r best to awi^en 
their neighbours," etc. 

» "Le Prince d'Orenges, qu'ils uomm&ent 
en ce temps Prince des Tendbres," etc.— 
Renom de Prance, iv. c. xii., MS. At least, 
in poor Tom's phrase, "the prince of dark- 
ness was a gentleman." 

« Strada, 2, i. 65. • Ibid., 3, i. 65^ ML 
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and has been thought worthy of record 
by classical historians. 

The "Walloon accord was an auspici- 
ous prelude, in the eyes of the friends 
of absolutism, to the negotiations 
which were opened in the month of 
May, at Cologne. Before sketching, 
as rapidly as possible, those celebrated 
but barren conferences, it is necessary, 
for the sake of unity in the narrative, 
to cast a glance at certain synchronical 
events in different parts of the Nether- 
lands. 

The success attained by the C!atholie 
party in the Walloon negotiations had 
caused a corresponding bitterness in 
the hearts of the Reformers through- 
out the country. Aa usual, bitterness 
had begot bitterness; intolerance en- 
gendered intolerance. On the 28th of 
May, 1579, as the Catholics of Ant- 
werp were celebrating the Ommegang 
— ^the same festival which had been 
the exciting cause of the memorable 
tumidts of the year sixty-five — the ir- 
ritation of the populace could not be 
repressed.^ The mob rose in its wrath 
to put down these demonstrations — 
which, taken in conneetion with recent 
event^ seemed ill-timed and insolent 
— of a religion whose votaries then 
formed but a small minority of the 
Antwerp citizens. There was a great 
tumult. Two persons were k&led. 
The Archduke Matthias, who was him- 
self in the Cathedral of Ndtre Dame 
assisting at the ceremony, was in dan- 
ger of his life. The weU known cry 
of "paapen vdt " (out with the papists) 
resounded through the streets, and the 
priests and monks were all hustled out 
of town amid a tempest of execrations.^ 
Orange did his utmost to quell the 
mutiny, nor were his efforts fruitless 
— ^for tilie uproar, although seditious 
and disgraceful, was hardly sanguinary. 
Next day the I^rince summoned the 
magistracy, the Monday council, the 
' guM ofl&cers, with all the chief muni- 
cqnl functionaries, and expressed his 
indignation in decided terms. He pro- 
tested that if such timiults, originating 
in that veiy spirit of intolerance which 

1 Bor. iLiiL&r. 

« Ibid. Meteren ix. 168». 

• Bor, ziii. 68* 



he most deplored, could not be repress- 
ed for the future, he was determined 
to resign his offices, and no longer to 
affect authority in a city where his 
counsels were derided. The magis- 
trates, alarmed at his threats, and sym- 
pathising with his anger, implored 
him not to desert them,, protesting 
that if he should resign his offices, 
they would instantly lay down their 
own. An ordinance was then drawn 
up and immediately proclaimed at the 
Town House, permitting the Catholics 
to re-enter the city, and to enjoy the 
privileges of religious worship. At the 
same time, it was announced that a 
new draft of a religious peace would 
be forthwith issued for the adoption 
of every city.* 

A similar tumult, arising from the 
same cause, at Utrecht, was attended 
with the like result.^ On the other hand, 
the city of Brussels was astonished by 
a feeble and unsuccessful attempt '^ at 
treason, made by a youth who bore an 
illustrious name. Philip, Count of 
Egmont, eldest son of the unfortimate 
Lamoral,. had command of a regiment 
in the service of the states. He had, 
besides, a small body of cavalry in. im- 
mediate attendance upon his person^. 
He had for some time felt incUned — 
like the Lalains, Meluns, La Mottes>. 
and others — ^to reconcile himself with 
the Crown, and he wisely thought that 
the terms accorded to him would be- 
more liberal if he could bring the - 
capital of Brabant with him as a peace- 
offering to his Majesty. His residence 
was in Brussels. His regiment was 
stationed outside the gates, but in the 
immediate neighboiu-hood of the city. 
On the morning of the 4th of June he 
despatched his troopers — as had been 
frequently his custom — on various er- 
rands into the country. On their re- 
tiu:n, after having summoned the regi- 
ment, they easily mastered and buteh- 
ered the guard at the gate through 
which they had re-entered, supplying 
their place with men from their own, 
ranks. The Egmont regiment then 
came marching through the gate iu 



* Ibid., r(Mr3. 
5 Ibid., xiii. 68, sqq. 
Hoofd, XV. 637, sqq. 
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good order — Count Philip at their 
head — and proceeded to station them- 
selves upon the Grande Place in the 
centre of the city. All this was at 
dawn of day. The burghers, who look- 
ed forth from their houses, were as- 
tounded and perplexed by this move- 
ment at 80 unwonted an hour, and 
hastened to seize their weapons. Eg- 
mont sent a detachment to take pos- 
session of the palace. He was too 
late. Colonel Van der Tympel, com- 
mandant of the city, had been before- 
hand with him, hsA got his troops 
under arms, and now secured the re- 
bellious detachment. Meantime, the 
alarm had spread. Armed bui^hers 
came from every house, and barricades 
were hastily thrown up across every 
one of the narrow streets leading to 
the square. Every issue was closed. 
Not a man of Egmont's adherents — if 
he indeed had adherents among the 
townsmen — dared to shew his face. 
The young traitor and his whole regi- 
ment, drawn up on the Gh:^nde Place, 
were completely entrapped. He had 
not taken Brussels, but assuredly 
Brussels had taken him. All day long 
he was kept in his self-elected prison 
and pillory, bursting with rage and 
shame. His soldiers, who were with- 
out meat or didnk, became insolent 
and uproarious, and he was doomed 
also to hear the bitter and well-merited 
taunts of the towns-people. A thou- 
sand stinging gibes, suggested by his 
name and the locality, were mercilessly 
laimched upon him. He was asked £e 
he came thither to seek his father's 
head. He was reminded that the mor- 
row was the anniversary of that father's 
murder — ^upon that very spot — ^by 
those with whom the son would now 
make his treasonable peace. He was 
bidden to tear up but a few stones 
from the pavement beneath his feet, 
that the hero's blood might cry out 
against him from the very ground.* 
Tears of shame and fury sprang from 
the young man's eyes* as he listened 
to these biting sarcasms, but the night 
closed upon that memorable square, 

> Bor, xiil. 66. Hoofd, xv. 638. ~ 

« ilotoron, ix. 153.—" Sulcx dat de tranen 



and siill thd Count was a prisoner. 
Eleven years before, the summer stars 
had looked down upon a more dense 
array of armed men within that place. 
The preparations for the pompous and 
dramatic execution, which on the mor- 
row was to startle all Europe, had 
been carried out in the midst of a 
hushed and overawed population ; and 
now, on the very anniversary of the 
midnight in which iliat scaffold had 
risen, should not the grand spectre of 
the victim have started from the grave 
to chide his traitorous son ? 

Thus for a whole day and night was 
the baffled conspirator compelled to 
remain in the ignominious position 
which he had selected for himself. 
On the morning of the 5th of June 
he was permitted to depart, by a some- 
what inexplicable indulgence, together 
with all his followers. He rode out of 
the gate at early dawn, contemptible 
and crest-fallen, at the head of his 
regiment of traitors, and shortly after- 
wards — pillaging and leyving 'Uack 
mail as he went — ^made his way to 
Montigny's quarters.* 

It might have seemed liatural, after 
such an exhibition, that Phil^ Eg- 
mont should accept his character of 
renegade, and confess his intention of 
reconciling himself with Ihe murderers 
of his father. On the contrary, he 
addressed a letter to the magisteacy 
of Brussels, denying with vehemence 
" any intention of joining the party of 
the pernicious Spaniards," warmly pro- 
testing his zeal and affection for the 
states, and denouncing the "perverse 
inventors of these osdumnies against 
him as the worst enemies of the poor 
afflicted coimtry." The magistrates 
replied by expressing their inability 
to comprehend how the Count, who 
had suffered villanoQs wrongs from 
the Spaniards, such as he could never 
sufficiently deplore or avenge, should 
ever be willing to enslave himself to 
those tyrants. Nevertheless, exactly 
at the moment of this correspondence, 
Egmont was in close negotiation with 
Spain, having fifteen days before the 



hem van passie ontopronghen,**etc. — Bw, 
Hoofd, ubi sup. 
» Bor, Hoofd, Meteren, ubi suj). 
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date of his letter to the Brussels 
senate^ conveyed to Parma his resolu- 
tion to " embrace the cause of his 
Majesty and the ancient religion" — 
an intention which he vaunted him- 
self to have proved "by cutting the 
throats of three companies of states' 
soldiers at Nivelle, Grandmont, and 
Ninove." Parma had already written 
to communicate the intelligence to 
the King, and to beg encouragement 
for the Count. In September, the 
monarch wrote a letter to Egmont, 
full of gratitude and promises, to 
which the Coimt replied by express- 
ing lively gratification that his Ma- 
jesty was pleased with his little ser- 
vices, by avowing prof ound attachment 
to Church and ^ling, and by asking 
eagerly for money, together with the 
government of Alost. He soon be- 
came singularly importunate for re- 
wards and promotion, demanding, 
among other posts, the command of 
the "band of ordnance," which had 
been his father's. Parma, in reply, 
was prodigal of promises, reminding 
the young noble " that he was serving 
a sovereign who well knew how to re- 
ward the distinguished exploits of his 
subjects." Such was the language of 
Philip the Second and his Governor to 
the son of the headless hero of Saint 
Quentin ; such was the fawning obse- 
quiousness with which Egmont could 
kiss that royal hand reekmg with his 
father^s blood.^ 

Meanwhile the siege of Maestricht 
had been advancing with steady pre- 
cision. To militMy minds of that 
epoch — perhaps of later ages — this 
achievement of Parma seemed a mas- 
terpiece of art. The city commanded 
the Upper Meuse, and was the gate 
into Germany. It contained thirty- 
fotir thousand inhabitants. An army, 
numbering almost as many souls, was 
brought against it; and the number 
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of deaths by which its capture was at 
last effected, was probably equal to 
that of a moiety of the population.' 
To the technical mind, the siege no 
doubt seemed a beautiful creation of 
human intelligence. To the honest 
student of history, to the lover of 
human progress, such a manifestation 
of intellect seems a sufficiently sad 
exhibition. Given, a city with strong 
walls and towers, a slender garrison 
and a devoted population on one side ; 
a consummate chieftain on the oUier, 
with an army of veterans at his back, 
no interruption to fear, and a long 
season to work in ; it would not seem 
to an unsophisticated mind a very 
lofty exploit for the soldier to carry 
the city at the end of four months'' 
hard labour. 

The investment of Maestricht was 
commenced upon the 12th of March 
1579. In the city, besides the popula- 
tion, there were two thousand peasants, 
both men and women, a garrison of 
one thousand soldiers, and a trained 
burgher guard, numbering about twelve 
hundred.* The name of the military 
commandant was Melchior. Sebastian 
Tappin, a Lorraine officer of much 
experience and bravery, was next in 
command, and was, in truth, the prin- 
cipal director of the operations. He 
had been despatched thither by the 
Prince of Orange, to serve \mder Ls 
Noue, who was to have commanded in 
Maestricht', but had been unable to 
enter the city."* Feeling that the siege 
was to be a close one, and knowing 
how much depended upon the issue, 
Sebastian lost no time in making every 
needful preparation for coming events. 
The walls were strengthened every- 
where ; shafts were sunk, preparatory 
to the countermining operations which 
were soon to become necessary; the 
moat was deepened and cleared, and 
the forts near the gates were put in 



1 Oidin. DepSchen Book der Staten-gen., 
A*. 1679, t 287. Hague Archives, MS. Be- 
oondlkition des Provinces Wallones, iv. f. 
110, 116. Bruasels Royal Archives, MS.— 
Ocnnpare Correspondance d' Alexandre Far- 
sese avee FbiL U., Oachard, 1853. Eervyn 
und Dieffcvich, Doctiments InMits, i 428. 

> Stxada, 2, iii. 59, 180. At the termina- 
tkm of tlw tiegp, the army of Parma was 



estimated at twenty thousand men, and 
four thousand had fallen in the two assaults 
of April alone — Bor, ubi sup. 

« Bor, xiii. .S6. Hoofd, xv. 628. Meteren, 
ix. 154.— Compare Strada, 2, n. 59, who 
reckons the civic guards at six thousand, 
and the boors at as many more. 

« Strada, 2, a 69. Hoofd, xv. 628. 
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thorough repair. On the other hand, 
Alexander had encircled the city, and 
had thrown two bridges, well fortified, 
across the river. There were six gates 
to the town, each provided with rave- 
lins, and there was a doubt in what 
direction the first attack should be 
made. Opinions wavered between the 
gate of Bois-le-Duc, next the river, and 
that of Tongres on the south-western 
side, but it was finally decided to at- 
tempt the gate of Tongres. 

Over against that point the platforms 
were accordingly constructed, and after 
a heavy cannonade from forty-six great 
guns continued for several days, it was 
thought, by the 25th of March, that 
an impression had been made upon the 
city. A portion of the brick curtain 
had crumbled, but through the breach 
was seen a massive terreplein, well 
moated, which, after six thousand shots 
already deUvered on the outer wall — 
still remained uninjured.^ It was re- 
cognised that the gate of Tongres was 
not the most assailable, but rather the 
strongest portion of the defences, and 
Alexander therefore determined to 
shift his batteries to the gate of Bois- 
le-Duc. At the same time, the attempt 
upon that of Tongres was to be varied, 
but net abandoned. Four thousand 
miners, who had passed half their lives 
in burrowing for coal in that anthracite 
region, had been furnished by the 
Bishop of Liege, and this ^orce was 
now set to their subterranean work.^ 
A mine having been opened at a dis- 
tance, the besiegers slowly worked their 
way towards the Tongres gate, while 
at the same time the more ostensible 
operations were in the opposite direc- 
tion. The besieged had their miners 
also, for the peasants in the city had 
been used to work with mattock and 
pickaxe. The women, too, enrolled 
themselves into companies, chose their 
officers — or " mine-mistresses," as they 
were called^ — and did good service 
daily in the caverns of the earth. Thus 
a whole army of gnomes were noise- 
lessly at work to destroy and defend 
the beleagured city. The mine ad- 
vanced towards the gate ; the besieged 

1 Strada, ii. 65, 66. 

2 Bor, xiii. 36. Hoofd, xv. 628. Strada. 
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delved deeper, and intersected it with 
a transverse excavation, and the con- 
tending forces met daily, in deadly 
encounter, within these sepulchral 
gangways. Many stratagems were 
mutually employed. The citizens se- 
cretly constructed a dam across the 
Spanish mine, and then deluged their 
foe with hogsheads of boiling water. 
Hundreds were thus scalded to death. 
They heaped branches and light fagots 
in the hostile mine, set fire to the pile, 
and blew thick volumes of smoke along 
the passage with organ-bellows brought 
from the churches for the purpose. 
Many were thus sufibcated. T^e dis- 
comfited besiegers abandoned tm mine 
where they had met with such able coun- 
termining, and sunk another shaft, at 
midnight, in secret, at a long distance 
from the Tongres gate. Still towards 
that point, however, they burrowed in 
the darkness; guiding themselves to 
their destination with magnet, plumb- 
line and level, as the mariner crosses 
the trackless ocean with compass and 
chart. They worked their way, unob- 
structed, till they arrived at their sub- 
terranean port, directly beneath the 
doomed ravelin. Here they constructed 
a spacious chamber, supporting it with 
colunms, and making all their archi- 
tectural arrangements with as much 
precision and elegance as if their ob- 
ject had been purely aisthetic. Coffers 
full of powder, to an enormous amount, 
were then placed in every direction 
across the floor, the train was laid, and 
Parma informed that all was ready. 
Alexander, having already arrayed the 
troops destined for the assault, then 
proceeded in person to the mouth of 
the shaft, and gave orders to spring 
the mine. The explosion was prodi- 
gious; a part of the tower fell with 
the concussion, and the moat was 
choked with heaps of rubbish. The 
assailants sprang across the passage 
thus afforded, and mastered the ruined 
portion of the fort. They were met 
in the breach, however, by the un- 
flinching defenders of the city, and, 
after a fierce combat of some hours, 
were obliged to retire; remaining 

> "M:igistras cuniculorias appellabant" 
—Strada, 70. 
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masters, however, of the moat, and of 
the niine<iportion of the ravelin. This 
was upon tibe 3d of ApriL^ 

Five days afterwards, a general as- 
sault was ordered. A new mine hav- 
ing been already constructed towards 
the Tongres ravelin, and a faithful 
cannonade having been kept up for a 
fortnight against the Bois-le-Duc gate, 
it was thought advisable to attack at 
both p(fint8 at once. On the 8th of 
April, accordingly, after uniting in 
prayer, and listening to a speech from 
Alexander Famese, the great mass of 
the Spanish army advanced to the 
breach. The moat had been rendered 
practicable in many places by the 
heaps of rubbish with which it had 
been encimibered, and by the fagots 
and earth with which it had been filled 
by the besiegers. The action at the 
Bois-le-Duc gate was exceedingly warm. 
The tried veterans of Spain, Italy, and 
Burgundy, were met face to face by 
the burghers of Maestricht, together 
with their wives and children. All 
were armed to the teeth, and fought 
with what seemed superhuman valour. 
The women, fierce as tigresses defend- 
ing their young, swarmed to the walls, 
aiKl fought in the foremost rank. 
They threw pails of boiling water on 
the besiegers, they hiu-led firebrands 
in their faces, they quoited blazing 
pitch-hoops with unerring dexterity 
about their necks. The rustics too, 
armed with their ponderous flails, 
worked as cheerfully at this bloody 
ha^rvesting as if thrashiag their com at 
home. Heartily did they winnow the 
ranks of the royalists who came to 
butcher them, and thick and fast fell 
the invaders, fighting bravely, but 
baffled by these novel weapons used 
by peasant and woman, coming to the 
aid of the sword, spear, and musket of 
trained soldiery. More than a thou- 
sand had fallen at the Bois-le-Duc gate, 
and still fresh besiegers mounted the 
breach, only to be beaten back, or to 
add to the mangled heap of the 
slain.' At the Tongres gate, mean- 



* Strada, 2, ii. 866-671. 
« Ibid.. 2, a 68-71. 

* Hoofd, zv. 629. Meteren, ix. 154. 
Stxado, 2, ii. 75. « Strada, 2, u. 76. 



while, the assault had fared no better. 
A herald had been despatched thither 
in hot haste, to shout at the top of his 
lungs, " Santiago ! Santiago ! the Lom- 
bards have the gate of Bois-le-Duc!" 
while the same stratagem was employ- 
ed to persuade the invaders on the 
other side of the town that their com- 
rades had forced-the gate of Tongres.' 
The soldiers, animated by this fiction, 
and advancing with fury against the 
famous ravelin, which had been but 
partly destroyed, were received with a 
broadside from the great guns of the 
unshattered portion, and by a rattling 
discharge of musketry from the walls. 
They wavered a little. At the same 
instant the new mine — ^which was to 
have been sprung between the ravelin 
and the gate, but which had been 
secretly coimtermined by the towns- 
people, exploded with a horrible con- 
cussion, at a moment least expected by 
the besiegers. Five hundred royalists 
were blown into the air. Ortiz, a 
Spanish captain of engineers, who had 
been inspecting the excavations, was 
thrown up bodily from the subter- 
ranean depth. He fell back again in- 
stantly into the same cavern, and was 
buried by the returning shower of 
earth which had spouted from the 
mine. Forty-five years afterwards, in 
digging for the foimdation of a new 
wail, lus skeleton was found. Clad 
in complete armour, the helmet and 
cuirass still sound, with his gold chain 
around his neck, and his mattock and 
pickaxe at his feet, the soldier lay* 
unmutilated, seeming almost capable 
of resuming his part in the same war 
which — even after his half century's 
sleep— was still ravaging the land. 

Five hundred of the Spaniards 
perished by the explosion,' but none 
of the defenders were injured, for 
they had been prepared. Recovering 
from the momentary panic, the be- 
siegers again rushed to the attack. 
The battle raged. Six himdred and 
seventy officers, commissioned or non- 
commissioned, had already fallen, more 



» Five to 1^ himdred, according to a letter 
written between the lr2th and 16th of April 
1579, by a citizen of Maestricht, and quoted 
by Bor, xiii. 51, 52. 
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than half mortally wounded Four 
thousand royalists, horribly mutilated, 
lay on the ground."^ It was time that 
the day's work should be finished, for 
Maestricht was not to be carried upon 
that occasion. The best and bravest 
of the surviving officers besought 
Parma to put an end to the carnage 
bv recalling the troops ; but the gla- 
diator-heart of the commander was 
heated, not softened, by the savage 
spectacle. " Go back to the breach," 
he cried, ''and tell the soldiers that 
Alexander is coming to lead them into 
the city in triumph, or to perish with 
his comrades."* He rushed forward 
with the fury which had marked him 
when he boarded Mustapha's galley at 
Lepanto; but all the genenJs who 
were near him threw themselves upon 
his path, and implored him to desist 
from such insensate rashness. Their 
expostulations would have probably 
been in vain, had not his confidentitd 
friend, Serbelloni, interposed with 
something like paternal authority, re> 
minding him of the strict commands 
contained in his Majesty's recent letters, 
that the Qovemor-Qeneral, to whom so 
much was entrusted, should refrain, on 
pain of the royal displeasure, from ex- 
posing his life like a common fighter.^ 
Alexander reluctantly gave the sig- 
nal of recall at last, and accepted the 
defeat. For the future he determined 
to rely more upon the sapper and 
miner,* and less upon the superiority 
of veterans to townsmen and rustics 
in open light. Sure to carry the city 
at last, according to line and rule, de- 
termined to pass the whole summer 
beneath the walla, rather than abandon 
his purpose, he calmly proceeded to 
complete his circumvallations. A chain 
of eleven forts upon the left, and five 
upon the right side of the Meuse, the 
whole connected by a continuous wall,* 
uflforded him perfect security against 
interruptions, and allowed him to con- 
tinue the siege at leisure. His nume- 



1 Letter from Maestricht above cited.— 
Compare Strada, 2, ii. 79. Hoofd, xv. 629, 
who puts the number of Spaniards slain in 
this assault at two thou8and.-«iIeteren, ix. 
154. Haraeus (Tumult. Belg.X^ iii. 299. 

2 Strada, 2, ii 77. 

» Ibid. The letter of Philip is paxtly given 



rou8 anny was well houaed and amply 
supplied, and he had built a strong 
and populous city in order to destroy 
another. Belief was impossible. But 
a few thousand men were now required 
to defend Famese's improvised town, 
while the bulk of his army could be 
marched at any moment against an 
advancing foe. A force of seven thou- 
sand, painfully collected by the Prince of 
Orange, moved towards the place, under 
command of Hohenlo and John of Nas- 
Bau,but struck with wonder at what they 
saw, the leaders recognised the hopeless- 
ness of attempting relief. Maestricht 
was surrounded by a second Maestricht. 
The efforts of Orange were now ne- 
cessarily directed towards obtaining, if 
possible, a truce of a few weeks from 
the negotiators at Cologne. Parma 
was too crafty, however, to allow Ter- 
ranova^ to consent; and as the Duke 
disclaimed any power over the direct 
question of peace and war, the siege 
proceeded. The gates of Bois-le-Duo 
and Tongres having thus far resisted 
the force brought against them, the 
scene was changed to the gate of Brus- 
sels. This adjoined that of Tongres, 
was farthest from the river, and faced 
westwardly towards the open country. 
Here the besieged had constructed an 
additional ravelin, which they had 
christened, in derision, " Parma," and 
against which the batteries of Parma 
were now brought to bear. Alexan- 
der erected a platform of great extent 
and strength Meetly opposite the new 
work, and after a severe and constant 
cannonade from this elevation, followed 
by a bloody action, the " Parma" fort 
was carried. One thousand, at least, of 
the defenders fell, as forced gradually 
from one defence to another, they saw 
the triple walls of their ravelin cnunble 
successively before their eyes. The 
tower was absolutely annihilated before 
they abandoned its ruins, and retired 
within their last defences. Alexander 
being now master of the fosse and the 



by the historian. 

* Strada, 2, ii. 80. Bor, xiii. 64. 
» Strada, 2, ii. fcS. 

• See a remarkable letter fVom Parma to 
the Duke of Terranova, dated Camp before 
Maestricht, May 21, 1679, in I3or, xiii. 67. 
68. 
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defences of tiie Brussels gate, drew up 
a large force on both sides of that por- 
tal, idong the margin of the moat, and 
began mining beneath the inner wall 
of the city.^ 

Meantime, the garrison had been 
reduced to four hundred soldiers, 
nearly all of whom were wounded. 
Weaned and driven to despair, these 
soldiers were willing to treat. The 
townspeople, however, answered the 
proposition with a shout of fury, and 
protested that they would destroy the 
garrison with their own hands if such 
an insinuation were repeated. Sebas- 
tian Tappin, too, encouraged them with 
the hope of speedy relief, and held out 
to them the wretched consequences of 
trusting to the mercy of their foes. 
The garrison took heart again, while 
that of the burghers and their wives 
had never faltered. Their main hope 
now was in a fortification which they 
had been constructing ^ide the Brus- 
sels gate — a demilune of considerable 
strength. Behind it was a breastwork 
of turf and masonry, to serve as a last 
bulwark when every other defence 
should be forced. The whole had 
been surroimded by a fosse thirty feet 
in depth, and the besiegers, as they 
mounted upon the breaches which 
they had at last effected in the outer 
curtain, near the Brussels gate, saw for 
the first time this new fortification.' 

The general condition of the de- 
fences, and the disposition of the in- 
habitants, had been revealed to Alex- 
ander by a deserter from the towiL 
Against this last fortress the last efforts 
of the foe were now directed. Alex- 
ander ordered a bridge to be thrown 
across the city moat. As it was sixty 
feet wide and as many deep, and lay 
directly beneath the guns of the new 
demilune, the enterprise was sufficient- 
ly hazardous. Alexander led the way 
in person, with a mallet in one hand 
and a mattock in the other. Two men 
fell dead instantly, one on hi» right 



1 Bor, xiii. 64. Strada, iU. 113-117. 

> Stnda, 2, iiL 117, 118. 

* Better known as Baron Hierges, eldest 
son of the celebrated royalist, afterwards 
Count BerlajrTDont. Hieiffes had not long 
before succeeded to the titie on the death of 
bis £ftth«r.— Strada» 2, ill. 119.— Comparo, 



hand and his left, while he calmly 
commenced, in his own person, the 
driving of ^e first piles for the bridge. 
His soldiers fell fast around hmou 
Count Berlaymont* was shot dead, 
many officers of distinction were killed 
or wounded, but no soldier dared re- 
coil while their chieftain wrought 
amid the bullets like a common pio- 
neer. Alexander, unharmed, as by 
a miracle, never left the spot till the 
bridge had been constructed, and till 
ten great guns had been carried across 
it, and pointed against the demilime.'* 
The battery was opened, the mines 
previously excavated were sprung, a 
part of the demilime was blown into 
the air, and the assailants sprang into 
the breach. Again a furious haiid-to- 
hand conflict succeeded; again, after 
an obstinate resistance, the towns- 
people were forced to yield. Slowly 
abandoning the shattered fort, they 
retired behind the breastwork in its 
rear — ^their innermost and last defence. 
To this barrier they clung as to a spar 
in shipwreck, and here at last they 
stood at bay, prepared dearly to sell 
their lives. 

The breastwork, being still strong, 
was not attempted upon that day. 
The assailants were recalled, and in 
the meantime a herald was sent by 
Parma, highly applauding the courage 
of the defenders, and begging them 
to surrender at discretion. They 
answered the messenger with words 
of haughty defiance, and, rushing in a 
mass to the breastwork, began with 
spade, pickaxe, and trowel, to add 
to its strength. Here all the able- 
bodied men of the town took up their 
permanent position, and here they ate, 
drank, and slept upon their posts, 
while their food was brought to them 
by the women and children.^ 

A little letter, "written in a fine 
neat handwriting," now mysteriously 
arrived in the city, encouraging them 
in the name of the Archduke and the 

Bor, xiii. 64. Hoofd, xv. 630 ; Meteren, ix. 
164"; Archives de la Maisou d'Orange, vi. 
622 ; Tassis, v. 888. 

* Strada, 2, iii. 118. • 

» Bor, xiii. 64. Hoofd, xv. 630. Strada, 
2, iU. 120, 121. 
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Prince of Orange, and assuring them 
of relief within fourteen days.^ A 
brief animation was thus produced, 
attended by a corresponding languor 
upon the part of the besiegers, for 
Alexander had been lying iU with a 
fever since the day when the demilune 
had been carried. From his sick bed 
he rebuked his officers severely that a 
temporary breastwork, huddled to- 
gether by boors and burghers in the 
midst of a siege, should prove an 
insurmountable obstacle to men who 
had carried everything before them. 
The morrow was the festival' of Saint 
Peter and Saint Paul, and it was meet 
that so sacred a day should be hallowed 
by a Christian and Apostolic victory. 
Saint Peter would be there with his 
keys to open the gate; Saint Paul 
would lead them to battle with his 
invincible sword. Orders were given 
accordingly, and the assault was as- 
signed for the following morning. 

Meantime, the guards were strength- 
ened and commanded to be more than 
usually watchfuL The injunction had 
a remarkable effect. At the dead of 
night, a soldier of the watch was going 
his rounds on the outside of the breast- 
work, listening, if perchance he might 
catch, as was not unusual, a portion of 
the conversation among the beleaguered 
burghers within. Prying about on 
every side, he at last discovered a 
chink in the wall, the result, doubt- 
less, of the last cannonade, and hitherto 
overlooked. He enlarged the gap with 
his fingers, and finally made an open- 
ing wide enough to admit his person. 
He crept boldly through, and looked 
around in the clear starlight.' The 
sentinels were all slumbering at their 
posts. He advanced stealthily in the 
dusky streets. Not a watchman was 
going his rounds. Soldiers, burghers, 
children, women, exhausted by inces- 
sant fatigue, were all asleep. Not a 
footfall was heard; not a whisper 
broke the silence; it seemed a city 
of the dead. The soldier crept back 
through the crevice, and hastened to 

1 This letter is still preserved in the Ar- 
chives of Holland. — Groea v. Prinst. Ar- 
chives de la Maiflon d'Orange, vi. 622, note. 
Bor, xiii. 65. 
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apprise his superion of his adven- 
ture.* 

Alexander, forthwith instructed as 
to the condition of the city, at once 
ordered the assault, and the last wall 
waa suddenly stormed before the morn- 
ing broke. The soldiers forced their 
way through the breach or sprang 
over the breastwork, and surprisied at 
last — in its sleep — the city which had 
so long and vigorously defended it- 
self. The burghers, startled from 
their slumber, bewildered, unpre- 
pared, found themselves engaged in 
unequal conflict with alert and savage 
foes. The battle, as usual when 
Netherland towns were surprised by 
Philip's soldiers, soon changed to a 
massacre. The townspeople rushed 
hither and thither, but there was 
neither escape, nor means of resisting 
an enemy who, now poured into the 
town by thousands upon thousands. 
An indiscriminate slaughter succeeded. 
Women, old men, and children, had 
all been combatants; and all, there- 
fore, had incurred the vengeance of 
the conquerors. A cry of agony arose 
which was distinctly heard at ite dis- 
tance of a league. Mothers took their 
infants in their arms, and threw them- 
selves by hundreds into the Meuse — 
and against women the blood-thirst of 
the assailants was especially directed. 
Females who had fought daily in the 
trenches, who had delved in mines and 
mustered on the battlements, had 
unsexed themselves in the opinion of 
those whose comrades they had helped 
to destroy. It was nothing that they 
had laid aside the weakness of women 
in order to defend all that was holy 
and dear to them on earth. It was 
sufficient that many a Spanish, Bur- 
gimdian, or Italian mercenary had died 
by their hands. Women were pursued 
from house to house, and hurled from 
roof and window. They were himted 
into the river; they were torn limb 
from limb in the streets. Men and 
children fared no better; but the 
heart sickens at the oft-repeated tale. 



« 29th of June 1579. 
» Strada. 2, iii. 121. 

* Ibid. — Compare Bor, xiii. 65, sqq. 
Hoofd, XV. 632, 633. Meteren, ix. 155, aqq. 
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Horrors, alas, were commonplaceB in 
the Netherlands. Cruelty too mon- 
strous for description, too vast to 
be believed by a mind not familiar 
with the outrages practised by the 
soldiers of Spain and Italy upon their 
heretic fellow-creatures, were now 
committed afiresh in the streets of 
Maeatricht.^ 

On the first day four thousand men 
and women were slaughtered.' The 
massacre lasted two days longer; nor 
. would it be an exaggerated estimate, 
if we assume that tibe amoimt of vic- 
tims upon the two last days was equal 
to half the number sacrificed on the 
first.3 It was said that not four hun- 
dred citizens were left alive after the 
termination of the sieged These soon 
wandered away, their places being sup- 
plied by a rabble rout <rf Walloon 
sutlers and vagabonds. Maestricht was 
depopulated as "well as captured The 
booty obtained after the massacre was 
very large, for the city had been very 
thriving, its cloth manu&cture exten- 
sive and important. Sebastian Tappin, 
the heroic defender of the place, had 
been shot through the shoulder at the 
taking of the Parma ravelin, and had 
been afterwards severely injured at 
the capture of the demilune. At the 
fall of the city he was mortally wound- 
ed, and carried a prisoner to the hostile 
camp, only to expire. The governor, 
Swartsenberg, also lost his life.* 

Alexander, on the contrary, was 
raised from his sick bed with the joyful 
tidings of victory, and as soon as he 
could be moved, made his appearance 
in the city. Seated in a splendid chair 
of state, borne aloft on the shoulders 
of his veterans, with a golden canopy 

1 Bentivoglio, 2, i. 239. Haraei, Ann. 
Brab., iiL 299. Hoofd, xv. 633. Bor, xiii. 
W. Meteren, ix. 155. Strada, 2, iii. 124. 

s This is the estimate of the Jesuit Strada. 

* Strada puts the total numher of inhahi- 
tants of M!aestricht, slain during the four 
months' siege, at eight thousand, of whom 
•eventeen hundred were women. — ^P. 127. 

"* Not more than three or four himdred, 
Mys Bor, xiii. 65. Not more than four hun- 
dred, says Hoofd, xv. 633. Not three hun- 
dred, says Meteren, ix. This must, of 
course, hie an exaggeration, for the popula- 
tion had numbered thirty-four thousand at 
the commencement of the sie;;^. At any 
late, the survivors were but a remnant^ and 



above his head to protect him from 
the summer's sun, attended by the 
officers of his stafi^, who were decked 
by his special command in their gayest 
trappings, escorted by his body guard, 
followed by his " plimied troops," to 
the number of twenty thousand, sur- 
roimded by all the vanities of war, the 
hero made his stately entrance into 
the town.* His way led through 
deserted streets of shattered houses. 
The pavement ran red with blood. 
Headless corpses, mangled limbs — an 
obscene mass of wretchedness and cor- 
ruption, were spread on every side, 
and tainted the summer air. Through 
the thriving city which, in the course 
of foiu* months, Alexander had con- 
verted into a slaughter-house and a 
solitude, the pompous procession took 
its course to the church of Saint 
Servais.' Here humble thanks were 
offered to the Grod of Love, and to 
Jesus of Nazareth, for this new victory. 
Especially was gratitude expressed to 
the Apostles Paul and Peter, npon 
whose festival, and by whose sword 
and key the crowning mercy had been 
accomplished,^ and by whose special 
agency eight thousand heretics now 
lay unburied in the streets. These 
acta of piety performed, the triumphal 
procession returned to the camp, where, 
soon afterwards, the joyful news of 
Alexander Famese's entire convales- 
cence was proclaimed. 

The Prince of Orange, as usual, was 
blamed for the tragical termination to 
this- long drama. All that one man 
could do, he had done to awaken his 
cotmtrymen to the importance of the 
siege. He had repeatedly brought 
the subject solemnly before the as- 



they all wandered away. The place, which 
had been so recently a very thriving and in- 
dustrious town, remained a desert. During 
the ensuing winter most of the remaining 
buildings were torn down, that the timber 
and wood- work might be used as firewood 
by the soldiers and vagabonds who from 
time to time housed there.— Meteren, Hoofd, 
Bor, ubi sup. » Strada, 2, iii. 126. 

« Strada, 2, iii. 130.— Compare Tassis, v. 
339. ' Ibid. 

8 According to Father Strada, Alexander 
considered this ceremony as a payment of 
wages due to his Divine comrades, Peter and 
Paul: "Petro et Paulo gratias gtuui stipend 
dium pertolvU commUUmi,ibu8 J)ivu.'* — ^P. ISQ. 
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sembly, and implored for Maestricht, 
almost upon his knees. Lukewarm 
and parsimonious, the states had re- 
sponded to his eloquent appeals with 
wrangling addresses and insufficient 
votes. With a special subsidy ob- 
tained in April and May, he had or- 
ganised the slight attempt at relief, 
which was all which he had been em- 
powered to make, but which proved 
entirely imsuccessfuL Now that the 
massacre to be averted was accomr 
plished, men were loud in reproof, 
who had been silent, and passive while 
there was yet time to speak and to 
work. It was the Prince, they i^id, 
who had delivered so many thousands 
of his f ellow-coimtrymen to butchery. 
To save himself, they insinuated he 
was now plotting to deliver the land 
into the power of the treacherous 
Frenchman, and he alone, they as- 
serted, was the insuperable obstacle 
to an honourable peace with Spain.^ 

A letter, brought by an unknown 
messenger, was laid before the states' 
assembly, in full session, and sent to 
the clerk's table, to be read aloud. 
After the first few sentences, that 
functionary faltered in his recital. 
Several members also peremptorily 
ordered him to stop; for the letter 
proved to be a violent and calumnious 
libel upon Orange, together with a 
strong appeal in favour of the peace 
propositions then under debate at 
Cologne. The Prince alone, of all the 
assembly, preserving his tranquillity, 
ordered the document to be brought 
to him, and forthwith read it aloud 
himself, from beginning to end. After- 
wards, he took occasion to express his 
mind concerning the ceaseless calum- 
nies of which he was the mark. He 
especially alluded to the oft-repeated 
accusation that he was the only ob- 
stacle to peace, and repeated that he 
was ready at that moment to leave the 
land, and to close his lips for ever, if 
by so doing he could benefit his co\m- 
try, and restore her to honourable re- 
pose. The outcry, with the protesta- 
tions of attachment and confidence 

1 Groen v. Prinst., Archives, etc., vL 621, 
622; vu. 41, 42. Bor, xiii. Hoofd, xvi., 
passim. 
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which at once broke from the assem- 
bly, convinced him, however, that he 
was deeply rooted in the hearts of all 
patriotic Netherlanders, and that it 
was beyond the power of slaiKlereni 
to loosen his hold upon their affection.* 

Meantime, his efforts had again aad 
again been demanded to restore order 
in that abode of anarchy, the city of 
Ghent. After his visit during the 
previous winter, and the consequent 
departure of John Cafiimir to the pala- 
tinate, the pacific arrangements made 
by the Prince had for a short time 
held good. Early in March, however, 
that master of misrule, John van Im* 
bize, had once more excited the popu- 
lace to sedition. Again the property 
of Catholics, cleric^ and lay, was 
plundered; again the persons of Ca- 
tholics, of every degree, was maltreated. 
The magistrates, with first senator Im- 
bize at their head, rather encouraged 
than rebuked the disorder ; but Orange, 
as soon as he received official intelli- 
gence of the event, hastened to ad- 
dress them in the words of earnest 
warning and wisdom.' He allowed 
that the inhabitants of the province 
had reason to be discontented with 
the presence and the misconduct of 
the Walloon soldiery. He granted 
that violence and the menaces of a 
foreign tyranny made it difficult for 
honest burghers to gain a livdihood. 
At the same time he expressed as- 
tonishment that reasonable men should 
seek a remedy for such evils in tumults 
which would necessarily bring utter 
destruction upon the land. " It was," 
he observed, ''as if a patient should, 
from impatience, tear the bandages 
from his wounds, and, like a maniac, 
instead of allowing himself to bo 
cured, plunge a dagger into his own 
heart."* 

These exhortations exerted a whole- 
some effect for a moment, but matters 
soon went from bad to worse. Im- 
bize, fearing the influence of the 
Prince, indulged in open-mouthed 
abuse of a man whose character he 
was unable even to comprehend. He 



> Archives, etc., vii. 42, 48. 
» Ibid., vi. 586, sqq. 
* Ibid., vi 689. 
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taocvL^ed him of intriguing with Fraj)oe 
for bis own beuefltt of being a Pupiat 
in dittguifl^^ of deBiriDg to efltAblifih 
what he eklled a ''feligioua peatie," 
merely to restore Rotnim idolatry. In 
ftll tti^e inflane nB^^'ingH, the deiaagogtie 
WBB mcifit ftbly seconded by the ex- 
moTik^ Inceasajit and uuUcensed were 
the invectirea hurled by Pet^r Dath- 
emia frtjin hie ptilpit iipen William the 
Silent^fi head. H© denounced him — 
aa he had often done before — as an 
atheist in heart; aa a mtm who 
ehoDged Isia religion as en^ly aa hiis 
garmentg; ba a man who tnew no Oed 
but state es|>edienc.y, which waa the 
idol of his worship ; a mere politician 
who would tear hie shirt from his 
hadk. tmd throw it in the &re, if he 
^^mght it were touted with religion,^ 

Stich witlesa but vehement dennn- 
eiation frt>m a preacher who was both 
popular and comparatively eiiicerej 
conM not but affect the imagination 
of the weaker portion of his hearers^ 
The faction of Imbize became trium- 
phant Ryhove-^the TufBan whoi>e 
)iAnd» were ataiued with the recent 
blood of Visch an^i Haifiek^-rather 
did damage than eervitje to the cauee 
of order. He opposed him self to the 
demagog^ie who was pmting daily of 
Qreeoei Eome, and Qene? a^ while Mb 
elerical aBaoeiate was denonncmg 
William of (.Grange, bnt he opposed 
hitneelf in vain. An attempt to uecin^ 
the person of Imbiz© failodj,^ but by 
the influGDoe of Ryhove, however^ a 
tnessenger waa d^Mjpatched to Antwerp 
in the name of a considerable portion 
of the community of Ghent The 
counael and the presence of the man 
to whom aU hearts in efrerypwrt of 
the Netherlands instinctiTely turned 
in the hour of needj were one© more 
invoked** 

The Princo again addressed them in 
language which none but he could em- 
ploy with such effect. He told them 
thft^t his life, iwissed in service and sa- 

^ Gil, G«8ch., ii. \&9, citod in Or. v. Frinet*, 
Arehlvee, etc.* vii SI, note. 

» A«:hivea, etc,, vi. 6fi(?, sqq, and viL 18. 
Tao dtv Vyno^t^ iiL 20, sqq. 

i " Bieti ttiurci, j© 15« s»u» pMi si pon cn^- 
Bolwaiit quo jc na «ii.ch& bigti qu^il £aut b^- 
oesMiitm^t tnucter^ soit de {tsJiXt solt de 



cnfice, ought to witness suffidently for 
hia fidelity* NevertbelesB, he thought 
it meoee&ary^iii view of the calumnies 
which were eirculafcod — to repeat once 
more his sentiment that no treaty of 
peace, w^ar, or alliance, ought to be 
negotiatedj save with the conftent of 
the people.'^ Hia course In Holland 
and 2Ee£dajid had provetl^ he said^ hia 
willingneea alwaya to consult the 
wishes of his countrymen. As for the 
matter of religion it was almost in- 
credible that there should be any who 
doubted the 2eal which be bore the 
reUgioD for which ho had suffered B& 
much^ " I desii-^," be continued| fer- 
vently, 'Hhat mea sho^ild compare 
that whieh has been done by my aocti- 
eers during ten yeara past with that 
whieh I have done. In that which 
touches the tnie advancement of reli- 
gion, I will yield to no man. They 
irAo so boldly accuse me hare no liberty 
of upeeeh, 8ftve that which hiw been 
acquired for them by the blooii of my 
kindred^ by my labours, and my e^- 
oeeeive expenditure. To me they owe 
it that they dare speak at alL^' This 
letter (which was dated oti the 24th 
of July 1571)) contained an assurance 
that the writer waa about to visit 
Ghent* 

On the follcjwing day, Imbisie exe- 
cuted ft<?ow« tfSiat. Having a body of 
near two thousand soldiers at Mb dis- 
posal, he suddenly secured the persons 
of all the magietrates and other not- 
able individuals not friendly to his 
ptjlicy, and then, in vioktion of all 
law, Bet up a new board of eighteen 
irresponsible functionaries^ according 
to a list prepared by himself alone* 
This was niB way of enforcing the 
democratic liberty of Greece, Rome, 
and Geneva, which was so near to hia 
heartv A proclamation, in fourteen 
articlfifl, was forthwith issued, justify- 
ing this arbitrary proceeding. It waa 
declared that the object of the some^ 
whr*t irregidar metaeure "was to pre- 



ff^ierro, soit d^aUmnea, avec lo (^ du peu- 
ple/' etc.— Letter of Orimgtt, Ardilves, oto., 
vU. 20, sqq. 

* Ibid.— The wbole of thin nobk documunt 
fibould be read airaSii and Again by all wlia 
fed intcrected In the character of William oi^ 
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X'snz the establLsIimeat of the religioas 
peace, which wu merely i methi>i of 
repLuitin;; upr>:ced papisay ajid the 
exdrpoted cvrumy of Scsuxl" Al- 
though the amngements had not 
heen m.-ule in scriot accordAnoe with 
formal luage and ceremony, yet they 
were defended up*.in the zroond that 
it hki been impi^dtsible. by -^ther means, 
to mountain their ancient liberties and 
their relizioiLS freedom. At the same 
time a pamphle:. already prepared for 
the '-vcasion by Da^en'is. was exten- 
sively circuIa»L In this prxiuction 
the arbitrary revol'ition efected by a 
demag«.t^n.ie w-js defended wi'h effron- 
tery, while the cxiaracter of Oran^re 
was Leaded wim customary abuse. To 
prevent the traitor fnrm coming to 
Ghent, and establishing what he called 
his reU^ous peace, these irregular 
meosures. it was urged, had been 
wisely taken.^ 

Si:-*h were the efforts of John ImbizB 
— such the calumnies of Peter Dathe- 
nx2s — in order to ccunteract the patri- 
otic endeavours of the Prince; but 
neither the rufianism of John nor the 
libels of Peter were destined upon this 
occasion to be succeasfuL William the 
Silen» treated the slanders of the scold- 
ing m:nk with digniied contempt. 
••Having been informed." said he to 
the magTstrates of Ghent, " that Master 
Peter Dadienus has been denouncing 
me as a nun without religion or ddelity, 
and full of ambition, with other pro- 
positions hanily becoming his cloth, I 
do not think it worth while to answer 
mote at this time than that I willingly 
refer myself to the jud^;ment of ^aU 
who Lnow me." * 

The l>inoe came to Ghent, great as 
ha^l l>ec^u the eforts of Imbize and his 
)>arci«;uts to prevent his cv^ming. HL» 
pres<»mv W.A* like nugio. The dema- 
p.">gue .M\d his whole tlvvk ^'anished 
like unoUvui birvls at the first rays of 
the siui. liiU^iio dareil not Uvk the 
V*athor of his vvuntry in the face, 
l^raii^i^^ n»buk^sl the jvpuhce in the 



V.m dor YvswWi. i:» ss. **H. Mcurea. ix. 
» At\.'tu\«* ct CVrcvsp , v:L 33. Ji. 
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gtroo^ and ixuligxiint language that 
public and private virtue, energy, and 
a high purpose enabled such a leader 
of the people to use. He at once 
set aside the board of eighteen— the 
Grecian-Bomao-Geneveae establish- 
ment of Imbize — and remained in 
the city until the regular election, 
in conformity with the privileges, had 
taken places. Imbize, who had shrunk 
at his approach, was meantime dis- 
covered by his own companions. He 
had stoi«i forth secretly on the night 
before the Prince's arrival, and was 
found cowering in the cabin of a vessel, 
half dead with fear, by an ale-house 
keeper who had been his warm parti- 
san. *' Xo skulking." cried the honest 
friend, seizing the triboiie <^ the people 
by the shoulder; ''no sailing away in 
the night-time. You have got us all 
into ^is bog. and must come back, 
and aEbide the iasue with your support- 
ers.** • 

In this collapsed state was. the windy 
demagogue, who had filled half Flan- 
ders with his sound and fury, conveyed 
before the patriot Priiu^e. He met 
with grave aiid bitter rebukes, but felt 
su^ciently relieved when allowed to 
depart unharmed.** Judging of his 
probable doom by the usual practice 
of himself and his fellows in similar 
cases, he had anticipated nothing short 
of the gibbet. That punishment, how- 
ever, was to be inflicted at a later 
period, by other hands, and not until 
he had added treason to his country 
and a shameleas recantation of aU hu 
violent professions in favour of civil 
and religious liberty to the list of his 
crimes. On the present occasion he 
was permitted to go free. In com- 
pany with his clerical companion, Peter 
Dathenua. he fled to the abode of his 
excellent friend. John Casimir, who 
received both with open arms, and 
allowed them each a pension.' 

Order being thus again restored in 
Ghent by the exertions of the Prince, 
when no other human hand could have 

• BoT. xiii S.?. sqq. Sfeteren, ix. 161, 
scq. Vin »ier TjncJct. iiL S.*. gqq. 

* Rt. M ecenes. Van der Vyncit. ubi sup. 
' T.U1 der Vycckt, iii. SS^-4^— CompoiS 

H>3^ XV. 143-lM. 
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dispelled the anarchy wliich seemed to 
reign supreme, William the Silent, 
haying accepted the goveroment of 
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FlaDden^ which had again and again 
been uiged upon him, now returned 
to Antwerp.^ 
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SiNCB the beginning of May, the 
Cologne negotiations had been drag- 
ging their slow length along. Few 
persons believed that any good was 
likely to refiult from these stately and 
ponderous conferences ; yet men were 
80 weary of war, so desirous that a 
termination might be put to the 
atrophy under which the country 
was languishing; that many an eager 
glance was turned towards the place 
where the august assembly was hold- 
ing its protracted session. Certainly, 
if wisdom were to be found in mitred 
heads — ^if the power to heal angry 
passions and to settle the conflicting 
claims of prerogative and conscience 
were to be looked for among men of 
lofty station, then the Cologne con- 
ferraices ought to have made the rough 
places smooth and tibte crooked paths 
straight throughout all Christendom. 
There was the Archbishop of Rossano, 
afterwards Pope Urban YII.* as pleni- 
potentiary from Rome; there was 
Charles of Aragon, Duke of Terranova^ 
supported by five councillors, as am- 
basKhdor from his Catholic Majesty; 
there were the Duke of Aerschot, lie 
Abbot of Saint Gertrude, the Abbot 
of Mardles, Doctor Bucho Aytta, 
Caspar Schetz, Lord of Qrobbendonck, 
tiiat learned Frisian, Aggeus van Al- 
bada^ with seven other wise men, as 

1 Archives, vii. 60, and Meteren, ix. 163^ 
but the Prince 8a3rs, in }iis Apologie, pub- 
Bshed eighteen months later (Dec. 1580), 
that he bad hitherto, although often urged 
to accept, refused the government of Flan- 



envoys from the states-general. There 
were their Serene Highnesses the 
Elector and Archbishops of Cologne 
and Treves, with the Bishop of Wurtz- 
burg. There was also a numerous 
embassy from his imperial Majesty, 
with Count Otto de Schwartzenburg 
at its head.* 

Here then were holiness, serenity, 
dignity, law, and learning in abundance. 
Here was a pope in posse, with arch- 
bishops, princes, dukes, jurisconsults, 
and doctors of divinity in esse, sufi&- 
cient to remodel a world, if worlds 
were to be remodelled by such instru- 
menta If protocols, replications, an- 
notations, apostilles, could heal a bleed- 
ing country, here were the physicians 
to furnish those drugs in unlimited 
profusion. If reams of paper, scrawled 
over with barbarous technicalities, 
could smother and bury a quarrel 
which had its origin in the mutual 
antagonism of human elements, here 
were the men to scribble unflinchingly, 
till the reams were piled to a pyramid. 
If the same idea presented in many 
aspects could acquire additional life, 
here were the woni-mongers who could 
clothe one shivering thought in a him- 
dred thousand garments, till it attained 
all the majesty which decoration could 
impart In truth, the envoys came 
from Spain, Rome, and Vienna, pro- 

ders.— Apologie, etc., 108, 109. It is probable 
that his acceptance was only conditional, as, 
indeed, Heteren observes. 

SBor,xlii52. Meteren, ix. 155. 
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Tided with but two ideas. Was it not 
a diplomatic master-piece, that -from 
this frugal store they could contriTe 
to eke out seven mortal months of 
Degotiation ? Two ideas — ^the supre- 
macy of his Majesty *8 prerogative, the 
exclusive exercise of the Roman Catho- 
lic religion — these were the be^ and 
the end-all of their commission. Upon 
these two strings they were to harp, 
at least till the walls of Maestricht had 
fallen. The envoys did their duty 
WdU ; they were sent to enact a solemn 
^ Cv^medy, and in the most statdy manner 
did thev walk through their several 
partSL Vot that the King was belli- 
gerent ; on the contrary, he was heartily 
weary of the war. Prerogative was 
weary — Romanism was weaiy — Con- 
science was weary — The Spirit of Free- 
dom was weary — but the Prince of 
Orange was not weary. Blood and 
treasure had been pouring forth so 
profusely during twelve flaming years, 
that all but that one tranquil spirit 
were beginning to flag. 

At the same time, neither party 
had more disposition to concede thtm 
stomach to fight. Certainly t^e royal 
party had no inclination to yield. The 
king had granted easy terms to the 
Walloons, because upon the one great 
point of religion there was no dispute, 
and upon the others there was no 
intention of keeping faith.^ With re- 
gard to the present negotiation, it was 
desirable to gain a little time. It was 
thought probable that the religious 
difference, judiciously managed at this 
juncture, might be used to effect a 
permanent severance of the provinces 
so lately banded together in a common 
union. " To divide thonj,** wrote 
Tassis, in a very confidential letter, 
** no better motluKi can be found than 
to amuse them with this i>eace negotia- 
tion. Some are reaily for a i^aoification 
from their desire of repose, sione from 
their feur of war, some fitmi the differ- 



1 Thialsinout oviiUait fiiau tho conv8jH>Q- 
denue of I'ui iu<t, lu>tlt ktui'ort) taui after the 
trottty lit" A nun. Uuo l*vt»v. WuIliuioH, MS., 
BruMsuU Ai'i'hivuci.iuditiului'ly vhIm, Iv.audT. 

* AruhivuH «iu Iti llaibiiU it*Orantr<)> vii. 80. 
Bo aliiu l>u I'luMici lUwiiiu.v, iu wr.tiug to a 
fVioud thi'uu \uui« uiWiWHrdit, ob^rved: 
*' Lu invite du C'uliiitiUu u buttiiiiauent monstre 
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enoes which exist among themselves, 
and which it is especially important to 
keep alive.*^ Above all tfamgs, it was 
desirable to maintain the religious 
distraction till Maestricht had been 
taken. That siege was the key to the 
whcje situation. If tibte separate Wal- 
loon accord could be quietly made in 
a comer, while Parma was battering 
that stronghold on the Meqse, and 
while decoroos negotiation was smooth- 
ly holding its course on the Rhine, 
much disorganisation, it was hoped, 
would be handsomely accomplii&ed 
before the end of the year. 

'* As for a suspension of arms," wrote 
Alexander to Terranova, on the 2l8t 
of May, "the longer 'tis deferred the 
better. With regBud to Maestricht^ 
everything depends upon it that we 
possess, or desire to possess. Truly, 
if the Prince of Orange can relieve the 
city he will do it. If he does so, nei- 
ther will this expedition of ours, nor 
any other expedition, be brought to a 
good end. As soon as men are aware 
that our affairs are looking badly, they 
will come again to a true union, and 
all will join together, in hope to accom- 
plish their boasts.'* ^ Th^i^ore, it was 
natural that the peace-wrights of Co- 
logne should industriously ply their 
task. 

It is not desirable to disturb much 
of that learned dust^ after its three 
centuries' repose. A rapid sketch of 
the course of the proceedings, with an 
indication of the E^pirit which animated 
the contending puties, will be all that 
is necessary. They came and they 
separated with precisely opposite views. 
*' The desires of Terranova and of the 
estates," says the royaUst, Tassia, " were 
diametrically contrary to each other. 
The Eling wished that the exercise of 
the Roman Catholic religion should be 
exclusively established, and the abso- 
lute prerogative preserved in its inte- 
grity. *^ On the otl^r hand, the pro- 

quelle a e8t6 riiitention de rennemi en pro- 
poAant ce beau nom de Paix, & scavoir de 
diviser et rompre les provinces et suborner 
les ▼illes."— Mem. de Momay, i p. 75. 

* Letter of Parma, May 21, 1579, from his 
camp before Maestricht, apod Bor, S, xiiL 
57. 

« Com. de Tom. Belg., v. 807. 
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vinces desired their charters and a 
religious peace. In these perpetual 
lines and curves ran the asymptotical 
negotiation from beginning to end — 
and so it might have run for two cen- 
turies, without hope of coincidence. 
Neither party was yet vanquished. 
The freshly ,\mited provinces were no 
readier now than before to admit that 
the Holy Office formed part of their 
national institutions. The despotic 
faction was not prepared to renounce 
that establishment. Foiled, but not 
disheartened, sat the Inquisition, like 
a beldame, upon the border, impo- 
tently threatening the land whence 
she had been for ever excluded ; while 
industrious as the Pares, distaff in 
hand, sat, in Cologne, the inexorable 
tiiree — Spain, the Empire, and Rome 
— grimly spinning and severing the 
web of mortal destinies. 

The first step in the proceedings 
had been a secret one. If by any 
means the Prince of Orange could be 
detached from his party — if by bribery, 
however enormous, he could be induced 
to abandon a tottering cause, and de- 
part for the land of his birth — he was 
distinctly but indirectly given to un- 
derstand that he had but to name his 
terms. We have seen the issue of 
similar propositions made by Don John 
of Austria. Probably there was no 
man living who would care to make 
distinct application of this dishonour- 
able nature to the Father of his country. 
The Aerschots, the Meluns, the Lalains, 
and a swarm of other nobles, had their 
price, and were easily transferable from 
one to another, but it was not easy to 
make a direct offer to William of 
Orange. They knew — as he said shortly 
afterwards in his famous Apology— 
tiiat " neither for property nor for hf e, 
neither for wife nor for children, would 
he mix in his cup a single drop of 
treason."^ Nevertheless, he was dis- 
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tinctly given to understand that "there 
was nothing he could demand for him- 
self personally that would not be 
granted." All his confiscated property, 
restoration of his imprisoned son, li- 
berty of worship for himself, payment 
of all his debts, reimbursement of aU 
his past expenses, and anything else 
which he could desire, were all placed 
within his reach. If he chose to retire 
into another land, his son might be 
placed in possession of all his cities, 
estates, and dignities, and himself in- 
demnified in Germany ; with a million 
of money over and above as a gratuity. 
The imperial envoy, Count Schwart- 
zenbui^g, pledged his personal honour 
and reputation that every promise 
which might be made to the Prince 
should be most sacredly fulfilled.* 

It was all in vain. The indirect ap- 
plications of the imperial commission- 
ers made to his servants and his near- 
est relations were entirely unsuccessfuL 
The Prince was not to be drawn into 
a negotiation in his own name or for 
his own benefits If the estates were 
satisfied, he was satisfied. He wanted 
no conditions but theirs ; " nor would 
he, directly or indirectly," he said, 
"separate himself from the cause on 
which hung all his evil or felicity." 
He knew that it was the object of the 
enemy to deprive the country of its 
head, and no inducements were suffi- 
cient to make him a party to the plot,* 
At the same time, he was unwilling 
to be an obstacle, in his own person, 
to the conclusion of an honourable 
peace. He would resign his offices, 
which he held at the solicitation of 
the whole country, if thus a negotia- 
tion were likely to be more successful. 
" The Prince of Parma and the disunited 
provinces," said he to the states-gene- 
ral,. " affect to consider this war as one 
waged against me and in my name — 
as if the question alone concerned the 



^ " ffi je ne veuille xii pour les biens ni 
pour la vie, ni pour femme ni pour enfans, 
mesler en mon breuvage une seule goutte 
de venin de trahison." — Apoiogie, p. 127. 

* ""^-^Qaejen'etiBseriens^eaaemander 
pour mon i)aruculier, qu'on ne m'eust ac- 
ooxd6, et me donner comptant un million." 
—Ibid. — Compare Strada, who wrote with 
all the secret papers of the Famese family 
TOL.II. 



before him, — — si hsBC omnia abituro homini 
adhuc ' non sufficiant, neque banc neque 
quamcumque persimilem conditionem re- 
pudiandam," etc.— 2, ii. 86.— Compare, par- 
ticularly, Bv. Reidani, Ann., ii. 29. Com- 
pare Gachard, Correspondance de Guillaumo 
le Tacit., voL iv., preface. 

s Apoiogie, pp. 127i 128. £v. Beidani, IL 
29. 
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nesses had no better intention, and the 
Duke of Terranova no ampler commis- 
sion, the whole matter might have 
heen despatched, not in six months, 
but in six days." ^ 

Thus ended the conferences, and 
the imperial commissioners departed. 
Nevertheless, Schwartzenburg remain- 
ed yet a little time at Cologne, while 
five of the states' envoys also protract- 
ed their stay, in order to maJte their 
private peace with the King. It is 
hardly necessary to observe that the 
chief of these penitents was the Duke 
of Aerschot.* The ultimatum of the 
states was deposited by the departing 
envoys with Schwartzenburg,* and a 
comparison of its terms with those of- 
fered by the imperial mediators, as 
the best which could be obtained from 
Spain, shews the hopelessness of the 
pretended negotiation. Departure of 
the foreign troops, restitution of all 
confiscated property, unequivocal re- 
cognition of the Ghent treaty and the 
I)erpetual edict, appointment to ofi&ce 
of none but natives, oaths of allegiance 
to the King and the states-general, ex- 
ercise of the Reformed religion and of 
the Confession of Augsburg in all 
places where it was then publicly prac- 
tised : such were the main demands of 
the patriot party. 

In the secret instructions* fiunished 
by the states to their envoys, they 
were told to urge upon his Majesty the 
absolute necessity, if he wished to re- 
tain the provinces, of winking at the 
exercise of the Reformed and the 
Augsburg creeds. " The new religion 
had taken too deep root," it was urged, 
** ever to be torn forth, save with the 
destruction of the whole country." 

Thus, after seven dreary months of 
negotiation, after protocols and me- 
moranda in ten tiiousand folia, the 
august diplomatists had travelled 
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roimd to the points from which they 
had severally started. On the one 
side, unlimited prerogative and exclu- 
sive Catholicism ; on the other, consti- 
tutional liberty, with freedom of con- 
science for Catholic and Protestant 
alike : these were the claims which 
each party announced at the com- 
mencement, and to which they held 
with equal firmness at the close of the 
conferences. ** 

The congress had been expensive. 
Though not much had been accom- 
plished for the political or religious 
advancement of mankind, there had 
been much excellent eating and drink- 
ing at Cologne during the seven 
months. Those drbuthy deliberations 
had needed moistening. The Bishop 
of Wurtzburg had consumed " eighty 
hogsheads of Rhenish wine and twenty 
great casks of beer."® The expense of 
the states' envoys were twenty-f oiu* 
thousand guldens. The Archbishop of 
Cologne had expended f qrty thousand 
thalers.^ The deliberations were, on 
the whole, excessively detrimental to 
the cause of the provinces, "and a 
great personage " wrote to the states- 
general, that the King had been in- 
fluenced bv no motive save to cause 
, dissension.^ This was an exaggeration, 
for his Majesty would have been well 
pleased to receive the whole of the 
country on the same terms which had 
been accepted by the Walloons. Mean- 
time, those southern provinces had 
made their separate treaty, and the 
Netherlands were permanently dis- 
severed. Maestricht had fallen. Dis- 
imion and dismay had taken possession 
of the country. 

Diu-ing the course of the year other 
severe misfortunes had happened to 
the states. Treachery, even among 
the men who had done good service to 
the cause of freedom, was daily shew- 



1 Bor, xiii. 101, sqq. Meteren, ix. 157, sqq. 
^-Compare Strada, 2, ii. 110, 111. 
» Bor, xiii. 108. 
» Apud Bor, 2, xiii. 108-110, 

* Apud Bor, xiii. 110-113. 

• AU the most important documents of 
this elaborate but sterile negotiiition are 
given in full by Bor, iii. IS, sqq. The whole 
mass of the protocols and ailments is 
alfio to be found in a volume entitled, "Acta 



jwcificationis quae coram sac. ces. m^. inter 
ser. reg. Hisp. et Princip. Matth. ordinum- 
que Belg. leg. Coloniae habitasunt." Leyden, 
1680.— Compare Strada, 2, ii. 82-112 ; Haraei, 
Turn. Belg., iii. 295-298; Tassis, Com. Turn. 
Belg., V. 848-885; Metertn, ix. 155-161; 
Wagenaer, Vad. Hist., vii. 278-285, and 810- 
816 ; Hoofd, xv. 631, 682, and xvi. 658-672, 
et mult. al. • « Bor, xiii. 114. 

T Ibid. « Ibid. 
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ing her hateful visage. Not only the 
great chieftains who had led the Mal- 
content Walloon party^ with the fickle 
Aerschot and the waVering Havr6 be- 
sides, had made their separate recon- 
ciliation witl^ Parma, but the epidemic 
treason had mastered such bold parti- 
sans as the Seigneur de Bours, the man 
whose services in rescuing the citadel 
of Antwerp had been so courageous 
and valuable. He was governor of 
Mechlin ; Count Renneberg was gover- 
nor of Friesland. Both were trusted 
implicitly by Orange and by the estates ; 
both were on the eve of repaying the 
confidence reposed in them by the 
most venal treason. 

It was already known that Parma 
had tampered with De Bours; but 
Renneberg was still unsuspected. 
"The Prince," wrote Count John, "is 
deserted by all the noblemen, save the 
stadholder of Friesland and myself, 
and has no man else in whom he can 
repose confidence."^ The brothers 
were doomed to be rudely awakened 
from the repose with regard to Renne- 
berg, but previously the treason of a 
less important functionary was to cause 
a considerable but less lasting injury 
to the national party. 

In Mechlin was a Carmelite friar, of 
audacious character and great elo- 
quence ; a man who, " with his sweet, 
poisonous tongue, could ever persuade 
the people to do his bidding." ^ This 
dangerous monk, Peter Lupus, or Peter 
Wolf, by name, had formed the design 
of restoring Mechlin to the Prince of 
Parma, and of obtaining the bishopric 
of Namur as the reward of his services. 
To this end he had obtained a complete 
mastery ovfer the intellect of the bold 
but unprincipled De Bours. A corres- 
pondence was immediately opened be- 
tween Parma and the governor, and 
troops were secretly admitted into the 
city. The Prince of Orange, in the 
name of the Archduke and the estates, 
in vain endeavoured to recall the infa- 
tuated governor to do his duty. In 

^ Archives de la MaiRon d'Orange, vii. 36, 
37; letter of July 31, 1579. 

>» "En konde met sijn soete fenijnige 
tonfre het volk luiderv en bewegen daer hy 
too wilde.**— Bor, xiii. 80. 
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vain he conjured him, by letter after 
letter, to be true to his own bright 
fame so nobly earned. An old friend 
of De Bours, and like himself a Ca- 
tholic, was also employed to remons- 
irate with hijtn. This gentleman, De 
Fromont by name, wrote him many 
letters;* but De Bours expressed hw 
surprise that Fromont, whom he had 
always considered a good Catholic and 
a virtuous gentleman, should wish 
to force him into a connexion with 
the Prince of Orange and his heretic 
supporters. He protested that hia 
mind was quite made up, and that he 
had been guaranteed by Parma not 
only the post which he n&w held, but 
even still farther advancement.* 

De Fromont reminded him, in reply, 
of the frequent revolutions of fortune's 
wheel, and warned him that the ad- 
vancement of which he boosted would 
probably be an entire degradation. 
He bitterly recalled to the remem- 
brance of the new zealot for Romanism 
his former earnest efforts to establish 
Calvinism. He reproached him, too, 
with having melted up the silver im- 
ages of the Mechlin churches, including 
even the renowned shrine of Saint 
Rombout, which the Prince of Orange 
had always respected. **I don't say 
how much you took of that plunder 
for your own share," continued the in- 
dignant De Fromont, "for the very 
cluldren cry it in your ears as you walk 
the streets. 'Tis known that if Gk)d him- 
self had been changed into gold you 
would have put him in your pocket.** • 

This was plain language, but as just 
as it was plain. The ^mous shrine 
of Saint Rombout — valued at seventy 
thousand guldens, of sQyer gilt, and 
enriched with precious stones — had 
been held sacred alike by the fanatical 
iconoclasts and the greedy Spaniards 
who had successively held tiie citj. 
It had now been melted up, and ap- 
propriated by Peter Lupus, the Car- 
melite, and De Bours, the Catholic 
convert, whose mouths were full of 

« Bor. xiii. 80-83. Hoofd, xv. 686, 687. 

* Letter of Pontus do VoyelleS) Seigneur 
de Bours, apud Bor, xiii, 83. 

* Letter of J. v. Bourgoigne^ Sf. de Fro- 
mont, apud Bor, 2, xii. 83. 
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devotion to the ancient Cliiirch and 
of horror for heresy.^ 

The eflforte of Orange and of the 
states were unavailing. De Bours 
surrendered the city, and fled to. 
Parma, who received him with cor- 
diality, gave him five thousand florins 
— the price promised for his treason, 
besides a regiment of infantry — ^but 
expressed surprise that he should have 
reached the camp alive.* His subse- 
quent career was short, and he met 
his death two years afterwards, in the 
trenches before Tournay.^ The ar- 
chiepisoopal city was thus transferred 
to the royal party, but the gallant Van 
der Tympel, governor of Brussels, re- 
took it by smprise within six months 
of its acquisition by Parma, and once 
more restored it to the jurisdiction of 
the states. Peter Lupus, the Carme- 
lite, armed to the teeth, and fighting 
fiercely at the head of the royalists, 
was slain in the street, and thus for- 
feited his chance for the mitre of 
Namur."* 

During the weary progress of the 
Cologne negotiations, the Prince had 
not been idle, and should this august 
and slow-moving congress be unsuccess- 
ful in restoring peace, the provinces 
were pledged to an act of abjuration. 
They would then be entirely without a 
head. The idea of a nominal Republic 
was broached by none. The contest had 
not been one of theory, but of facts ; 
for the war had not been for revolu- 
tion; but for conservation, so far as 
political rights were concerned. In 
religion, the provinces had advanced 
from one step to another, till they 
now claimed the largest liberty — free- 
dom of conscience — for alL Religion, 
they fadkl, was God's affair, not man's, 
in which neither people nor king had 
power over each other, but in which 



^ Meteren, x. 172. Bor, ubi sup. Hoofd, 
XT. «S6. 

s Bor (xiii. 84) states that he was treated 
with great ixmtempt by Parma, and de- 
prived of his ppsts. In this the faithful old 
chronicler is mistaken ; as it appears from 
the manuaeript letters of the Prince that he 
received the traitor with many caresses and 
with much grreater respect than he deserved. 
Exports to the contrary were very cxureut; 
however, in consequence of the Seigneur de 
BotiMgnal having been appointed by Parma 



both were subject to God alone. In 
politics it was different. Hereditary 
sovereignty was acknowledged as a 
fact, but at the same time, the spirit 
of freedom was already learning its 
appropriate language. It already 
claimed boldly fiie natural right of 
mankind to be governed according to 
the laws of reason and of Divine jus- 
tice. If a prince were a shepherd, it 
was at least lawful to deprive him of 
his crook when he butchered the flock 
which he had been appointed to pro- 
tect. 

"What reason is there," said the 
states-general, " why the provinces 
should suffer themselves to be con- 
tinually oppressed by their sovereign, 
with robbings, burnings, stranglings, 
and murderings ? ** Why, being thus 
oppressed, should they stiU give their 
sovereign— exactly as if he were well 
conducting himself'^ — ^the honour and 
title of lord of the land?" On the 
other hand, if hereditary rule were an 
established fact, so also were ancient 
charters. To maintain, not to over- 
throw, ihe political compact, was the 
purpose of the states. " Je maintieik- 
draV* was the motto of Orange's es- 
cutcheon. That a compact existed 
between prince and people, and that 
the sovereign held office only on con- 
dition of doing his duty, were startling 
truths which men were beginning, not 
to whisper to each other in secret, but 
to proclaim in the market-place. " 'Tia 
well known to all," said the famous 
Declaration of Independence, two 
years afterwards, " that if a prince is 
appointed by Gk)d over the land, 'tis 
to protect them from harm, even as a 
shepherd to the guardianship of his 
flock. The subjects are not appointed 
by God for the behoof of the prince, 
but the prince for his subjects, with- 

provemor of Mechlin in place of De Bours. — 
Letter of Prince of Parma to Maasfeld, Rec. 
Prov. Wall. iv. f. 824-sJ28, MS., Royal Ar- 
chives, Brussels. 

» Bor, XV. 288. * Ibid., xiv. 175. 

8 " Wat reden is dat de Landeh altijd 
sollen van hunnen Heere getraivalleert, bia- 
dorven en met roven, branden, worgen en 
moorden continuehjk overvallen en ver- 
krachtworden,"etc., etc.— Address of States- 
general. July 1679, Bon xiii. 93b. 

• ♦• (ielyk ala ob hy weldede," etc.— Ibid. 
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out whom he is no prince. Should he 
violato the laws, he Ib to be forsaken 
by hifl ineanoHt aubject, and to be re- 
cogniHod no longer aa prince."^ 

William of Orange always recog- 
nised thoHO truths, but his scheme of 
govoninicnt contemplated a perma- 
nent chief, and as it was becoming 
obvious that the Spanish sovereign 
would Hoon be abjured, it was neces- 
Hiiry to fix upon a substitute. "As to 
governing thcHu provinces in the form 
of a re]>ublie," said he, speaking for 
the Htatort-general, "those who know 
the oouiUtion, privileges, and ordinances 
of tht» I'ountry, can ejisily understand 
that 'tis hanlly possible to dispense 
witli a head or suiwrintendent."* At 
t)io saiuo time, he plainly intimated 
tiiat this " head or superintendent "was 
to Iw, not a int>uarch — a one-ruler — 
but lututUy the hereditary chief magis- 
tittto of a fit>e commonwealth. 

Whore was this hereditary chief 
luagiMtmto to be found? His own 
ulaims he absolutely withdrew. The 
otUcu was within his grasp, and he 
might easily have constitute himself 
sovereign of all the Netherlands.' 
l*erha|)s it would have been better at 
that time ha<l he advanced his claims, 
anil iMjceptwl the sovereignty which 
l*hilip had forfeited. As he did not 
believe in the possibility of a republic, 
he might honestly have token into his 
own hands the sceptre which he con- 
sitlered indisnensjible. His self-abne- 
gation was, however, absolute. Not 
only did ho dtujline sovereignty, but 
ht» repeattxlly avowed his reaidiuess to 
lay down \\X\ the oitices which he held, 
if a more useful substitute could be 
found. " Let no man think," said he, 
in a remarkable speech to the states- 

Spnerid, " that my good-will is in any 
egree changed or diminished. I 
agree to obey — as the least of the 
lortls or gentlemen of the land could 
do— whatever person it may please 
you to select. You have but to com- 



» lV)r, XV. 277. 

« Ibid., xiU. 93. 

» " U nog moet erkend wordon dat er ges- 
l«tfonhoidon wareu in welko sijne xtr Lie- 
zimf< tMt tene groote meer de rheid doorgef^^a 
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mand my services wheresoever they 
are most wanted; to guard a province 
or a single city, or in any capacity in 
which I may be found most lusefuL I 
promise to do my duty, with all my 
strength and skill, as Gk)d and my con- 
science are witnesses that I have done 
it hitherto."* 

The n^otiations pointed to a speedy 
abjuration of Phihp; the Repubhc 
was contemplated by none ; the Prince 
of Orange absolutely refused to stretch 
forth his own hand ; — ^who, then, was 
to receive the sceptre which was so 
soon to be bestowed? A German 
prince had been tried — ^in a somewhat 
abnormal position — ^but had certainly 
manifested small capacity for aiding 
the provinces. Notbong could well be 
more iosignificant than the figure of 
Matthias ; and, njoreover, his imperial 
brother was anytiiing but favourably 
disposed. It was necessary to manage 
Rudolph. To treat the Archdol^ 
with indignity, now that he had been 
partly established in the Netherlands, 
would be to incur the Emperor's en- 
mity. His friendship, however, could 
hardly be secured by any advance* 
ment bestowed upon his brother; 
for Rudolph's services against prero- 
gative and the Pope were in no case 
to be expected. Nor was there much 
hope from the Protestant {winces of 
Germany. The day had passed for 
generous sympathy with those engaged 
in the great struggle which Martin 
Luther had commenced. The present 
generation of (Jerman Protestants were 
more inclined to put down the Calvin- 
istic schism at home than to save it 
from oppression abroad. Men were 
more disposed to wrangle over the 
thrice-gnawed bones of ecclesiastical 
casuistry, than to assist their brethren 
in the field. " I know not," said Gaul- 
therus, " whether the calamity of the 
Netherlands, or the more than bestial 
stupidity of the Germans, be most 
deplorable. To the insane contests oo 

indien hij fleze eerzucht gehod had. Echtar 
vemeemt men niet dat iioch hij noch iUi» 
aanhangelingen Avartoe immer liet vooxwel 
gowaagd hebben," etc. — Van der Vyndrt, ffl. 
72, sqq. 
« Bur, xiv. 118. Speech of Nov. 86, 16i>. 
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theological abstractions we owe it that 
many are ready to breathe blood and 
slaughter against their own brethren. 
The hatred of the Lutherans has 
reached that point that they can 
rather tolerate Papists than our- 
selves." ^ 

In England, there was much sym- 
pathy for the provinces, and there — 
although the form of government was 
still arbitrary — ^the instincts for civil 
and religious freedom, which have ever 
characterised the Anglo-Saxon race, 
were not to be repressed. Upon many 
a battle-field for liberty in the Nether- 
lands, " men whose limbs were made 
in England" were found contending 
for the right. The blood and treasure 
of Englishmen flowed freely in the 
cause of their relatives by religion and 
race, but these were the efforts of 
individuals. Hitherto but little as- 
sistance had been rendered by the 
English Queen, who had, on the con- 
trary, almost distracted the provinces 
by her fast-and-loose policy, both to- 
wards them and towards Anjou. The 
political rivalry between that Prince 
and herself in the Netherlands had, 
however, now given place to the me- 
morable love-passage from which im- 
portant results were expected, and it 
was thought certain that Elizabeth 
would view with satisfaction any dig- 
nity conferred upon her lover.* 

Orange had a right to form this 
opinion. At the same time, it is well 
iiiown that the chief councillors of 
Elizabeth — while they were all in 
favour of assisting the provinces — 
looked with anything but satisfaction 
upon the Anjou marriage. "The 
Duke,*' wrote Davidson to "Walsing- 
ham (in July 1579), *' seeks, forsooth, 
under a pretext of marriage with her 
Highness, the rather to espouse the 
Low Countries — the chief ground and 
object of his pretended love, howsoever 
it be disguised.*' The envoy believed 
both Elizabeth and the provinces in 
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1 Groen v. Prinst, Archives, etc., vii. 7. 
Hubert Languet, too, lamented the coldness 
of Germany towards her brethren in blood 
and creed. " Germania suo more," he writes 
to Sir Philip Sydney, " est otiosa spectatrix 
tragoedianun, quad apud vidnas ipsi gentes 



danger of taking unto themselves a 
very bad master. " Is there any 
means,'* he added, "so apt to sound 
the very bottom of our estate, and to 
hinder and breake the neck of all such 
good purpose as the necessity of the 
tyme shaU set abroch ? " * 

The provinces of Holland and Zea- 
land, notwithstanding the love they 
b6re to William of Orange, could never 
be persuaded by his arguments into 
favouring Anjou. Indeed, it was 
rather on account of the love they 
bore the Prince — whom they were 
determined to have for their sovereign 
— that they refused to listen to any 
persuasion in favour of his rival, al- 
though coming from his own lips. The 
states-general, in a report to the states 
of Holland, drawn up under the super- 
intendence of the Prince, brought 
forward all the usual arguments for 
accepting the French duke, in case 
the abjuration should take place.* 
They \irged the contract with Anjou 
(of August 13th, 1578), the great ex- 
penses he had already incurred in 
their behalf ; the danger of oflfending 
him ; the possibility that in such case 
he would ally himself with Spain ; the 
prospect that, in consequence of such 
a result, there would be three enemies 
in the field against them — the Wal- 
loons, the Spaniards, and the French, 
all whose forces would eventually be 
turned upon Holland and Zealand 
alone. It was represented that the 
selection of Anjou would, on the other 
hand, secure the friendship of France 
— an alliance which would inspire 
both the Emperor and the Spanish 
monarch with fear; for they could 
not contemplate without jealousy a 
possible incorporation of the provinces 
with that kingdom. Moreover, the 
geographical situation of France made 
its friendship inexpressibly desirable. 
The states of Holland and Zealand 
were, therefore, earnestly invited to 
send deputies to an assembly of the 

aguntur et ex alienis incommodis sua com- 
moda capit."— Ep. 71, p. 264. 

2 Letter of Orange to the "Nearer-united 
istates," apud Bor, 3. xiv. 132. 

8 Archives de la Maison d'Orange, etc., vi. 
646, sqq. « Beport in Bor, xiii. 92-95. 



r'i: J.-^ '-"i'f ~v!^..':4 Republic. [1579. 

I ..-.• y.c.xv.- .'. .-. :&:* i£ Lieutenant-Grenenl, to keep 

.;;. ;•: .i:-..;!*-!-:. .1: .c ' u^ 'Lt.* sulijects of the land equally 

>: ;.,:•.■: i.i!..iir.i ij: ^ii.ijir ti* j-Txect 1011," and that he had 

...:;, ,ji: :.:•.'_.■. 1: .£ t:^..: li* .-^btb. He rebuked the parsi- 

-• . I. T 1 1: .^h phced the accepted chief 

.■.;..:: : 1 1 1 -J :.■ . i: :- : ; : c ".^-f Tc*. vinott in a sordid and con- 

., .i .v-sjur: ■. ..:•: i:i.. .c-ilr y..*:::.'n. "The Archduke 

...:•' :*ii. :.xs::: ! 1. :«?, Mif innt .'■::.::Tv:lt^i," saldhc, In August, 

.1 :■!•. I-!. ■.«.;? :•- ',. -:ji fc&tc^eneral. "to break up 

:■•:• 11:. :r. i'-t-isttii-} :r.j. ft-r want of means. 

-. :..ii .ji: .:;•■..-.• r. . V i^.hL^ii.C and disreputable for 

:- .-,.. v*.': 1-1 11 L ".^Ji .i.',^:r7. 1: r.e should be compelled, 

. -s ;.:■. i'.- i- -'.i :- :.r •'t.-T -.•. Ttf'riT. lo leave the land!" 

.: .1 ..;■■... .V.:- ;:.!- ir. : .dri?io -... liv down all the power 

.' ...»..•■ \ _i :^ V :^ u^ii,;i i* L*l himself been 

- . . .- M.-; \» .;:r ;i'.r.J.':'i. i-..'. Liifisoi. if he werc to con- 

... ;..- .-., r i:.. :?».:■:. 1 — if .^ . ±.'if. ":».n Wing provided 

*:■.•:■.:■: \ .. .if * "Jl it>r^^i: z::iir:czs *■: being usefuL 

.. . . .- ■- ;."> • "J •*■».? L-—-.i.i5teL">l*.~ be said, •* for him 

.. ^-. - ji .-. :.» -.. itr-'i j.cj^rr .- ^e game footingas 

.1..1 . ;• ji:r^c.»:.c^ tr-iir^ iims^lf without 

■ . •>.-...•.■ .,: ;i.'i :c .c i.u:l-. nTT. wiiL^^ut means, 

• 1 .: 1 ..:.«■. ■> V U'.i.-: Tr. •..:!*. ■c".:i.:u: m-j^ney. with- 

. — .f I ..: . .^■ ■ -. ..:i:'._':ii".!:. ' ■ Hf rvnunded the 

•*» . ::. :sf ,....■.:..; aCiC.:'5-.i»:v:':rL. "^i" "^f ^TirEiy — Under 

■. : .... ! . ._•: ;»-^':.:i- ..: '.km*::^ ~ ?*r.'t:s:::«n3 — were 

*.....: ■: * .ir :,- s •■:■.• ;:.-:\^i:-u: ri."..iii.i.-. :•-.:* a:iii<rments 

:. -.ji: :*:»:•: .cj.:; lit -^is T.rrs«::i.\ilythe 

.:-•■.. ■:'?^ Im .m:.- .1:. ■.•:!?,: u:.-: :. ;.i:L.:»f. rir reilvl'ject 

. ....... -.,'* *.■■•: :_ -L '-liT-si: I».-.i:L':ft<* :?. "'■rrrr.>hS WA* tO 

« :.-. : :>: l.. . i*.-.-. .:.- s-'V l^wrCikM^ '.ir.'lit. 'Ir ' \r. -\, to 

.1 '*';..-. : : St'-. :i..-i-2':r i^uza/r. i.irjTL-er. house 

.:...: : : i.^-^.- .. ^^l_.:^^c i- ..rit. A> ■_! '.'..^..j. G-Jcirhs 

. » . : :■ >:■." :^'_ '6\\\--:±- — Lij n. H 11:.::!. ihe 

. . .■ • .. :.■*_. ' .-l.'.'.iT ,Ji:Cr : .ilJT^^f. Lr:_r-i. fill.^W- 

■.. > ■_ . — . ^" .u-i»:j: — *. ljs.. n«.r^_:iC -vn ». 'i.-arer- 



c »■ . :..* .-r.-.i'C \'\.k:: iz i.:-.i*. LZ'i :li> i* 

. X ;:-r _li a«Lil . : : VI . ;:i.ii T ^ .-- 

n. ■? ■ "'. ■ ;~ ■. ' -J». -' c ;i. •»?_=_ 

I- ;i>.^:. "it ■ I. -a :^:*w ■ j, -.Lii"..;. -vz.' 









.= -.a«tr .1.-. ■•;■.;.■?. iLi,— 



1579.] Self-denial 

ful as reli^ons difference to set friend 
against friend, father against son, hus- 
band against wif e.^ 

He warned the states against the 
peace propositions of the enemy. Spain 
had no intention to concede, but was 
resolved to extirpate. For himself, lie 
had certainly everything to lose by 
continued war. His magnificent estates 
were withheld, and — ^added he with 
simplicity— there is no man who does 
not desire to enjoy his own.* The 
liberation of his son, too, from his 
foreign captivity, was, after the glory 
of God and the welfare of the father- 
land, the dearest object of his heart. 
Moreover, he wall himself approaching 
the decline of life. Twelve years he 
had spent in perpetual anxiety and 
labour for the cause. As he ap- 
proached old age, he had sufficient 
reason to desire repose. Nevertheless, 
considering the great multitude of 
people who were leaning upon him, he 
should account himself (fisgraced if, 
for the sake of his own private advan- 
tage, he were to recommend a peace 
which was not perfectly secure. As 
r^arded his own personal interests, 
he could easily place himself beyond 
danger — ^yet it would be otherwise 
with the people. The existence of the 
religion which through the mercy of 
God he professed, would be sacrificed, 
and countless multitudes of innocent 
men would, by his act, be thrown 
bodily into the hands of the blood- 
thirsty inquisitors who, in times past, 
had murdered so many persons, and 
BO utterly desolated the land. In 
regard to the ceaseless insinuations 
against his character which men ut- 
tered "over their tables and in the 
streets," he observed philosophically, 
that "mankind were natiirally in- 
dined to calumny, particularly against 
those who exercised government over 
thrao. His life was the best answer 
to those slanders. Being overwhelmed 
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1 Letter to the States-general, Sept. 18, 
1679, Bor, 2, xiv. 131, sqq. 

t ** Daer is niemand hy soude wel begeren 
het sijne te gebruiken." — Letter to the 
Stateft-general. 

» " Om alsulke goede vorderlijke condi- 
tion aen te nemen als de zelve zija gepre- 
8«diteert en aengeboden even verre by daer 



with debt, he should doubtless do 
better in a personal point of view to 
accept the excellent and profitable offers 
which were daily made to him by the 
enemy."* He might be justified in 
such a course, when it was remembered 
how many had deserted him and for- 
sworn their religion. Nevertheless, 
he had ever refused, and should ever 
refuse, to listen to offers by which only 
his own personal interests were se- 
cured. As to the defence of the coun- 
try, he had thus far done all in his 
power, with the small resources placed 
at his command. He was urged by 
the "nearer-united states" to retain 
the post of Lieutenant-General. He 
was ready to consent. He was, how- 
ever, not willing to hold office a mo- 
ment, unless he had powfer to compel 
cities to accept garrisons, to enforce 
the collection of needful supplies 
throughout the provinces, and in 
general to do everything which he 
judged necessary for the best inter- 
ests of the country."* 

Three councils were now estab- 
lished — one to be in attendance upon 
the Archduke and the Prince of 
Orange, the two others to reside re- 
spectively in Flanders and in Utrecht. 
They were to be appointed by Matthias 
and the Prince, upon a double nomi- 
nation from the estates of the united 
provinces. Their decisions were to be 
made according to a majority of votes, 
and there was to be no secret cabinet 
behind and above their deliberations.* 
It was long, however, before these 
councils were put into working order. 
The fatal jealousy of the provincial 
authorities, the small ambition of local 
magistrates, interposed daily obstacles 
to the vigorous march of the gene- 
rality.' Never was jealousy more mis- 
chievous, never circumspection more 
misapplied. It was not a land nor a 
crisis in which there was peril of cen- 
tralisation. Local municipal govern- 



na badde willen luisteren en gedurende 
desen vredenhandel tot eenig paiticulier 
accord verstaen." — Ibid. 

* Letter to the States-general, Sept. 18, 
1579. Bor, 2, xiv. 131, sqq. 

* Bor, xiv. 135, Arclriives de la M. 
d'Orange, vii, 107. 

8 Archivos, etc., vii. 94. 
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ing friend of Orange. He had been 
brought up in the family of his cousin, 
the Count de Lalain, governor of 
Hainault, and had inherited the title 
of Renneberg from an uncle, who was 
a dignitary of the church.^ For more 
than a year there had been suspicions 
of his fidelity. He was supposed to 
have been tampered with by the Duke 
of Terranova, on the first arrival of 
that fimctionary in the Netherlands.* 
Nevertheless, the Prince of Orange 
was imwilling to listen to the whispers 
against him. Being himself the mark 
of calumny, and having a tender re- 
membrance of the elder brother, he 
persisted in reposing confidence in a 
man who was in reality unworthy of 
his friendship. George Lalain, there- 
fore, remained stadholder of Friesland 
and Drenthe, and in possession of the 
capital city, Groningen. 

The rumours concerning him proved 
correct. In Novembe/ 1579, he en- 
tered into a formal treaty with Terra- 
nova, by which he was to receive — as 
the price of "the virtuous resolution 
which he contemplated " — ^the sum of 
ten thousand crowns in hand, a further 
sum of ten thousand crowns within 
three months, and a yearly pension of 
ten thousand florins. Moreover, his 
barony of Ville was to be erected into 
a marquisate, and he was to receive 
the order of the Golden Fleece at the 
first vacancy. He was likewise to be 
continued in the same ofi&ces under 
the King which he now held from the 
estates.' The bill of sale, by which 
he agreed with a certain Quislain le 
Bailly to transfer himself to Spain, 
fixed these terms with the technical 
scrupulousness of any other mercantile 

1 Bor, XV. 276. 

2 Bor, xiv. 162, sqq. Meteren, x. 168. 
Hoofd, xvi. 681. 

* Recondliation de Groningen et du Comte 
de Renneberg, MS., i. f. 59, 69, 76. Under 
this euphemism, by way of title, the original 
agreements of Renneberg, together with a 
l^^e mass of correspondence relative to his 
famous treason, are arranged in the royal 
archives at Brussels, in two folio vols, of 
MS. — Compare Byvoegsel Auth Stukk. tot 
P. Bor, ii. 3, 4. The terms of the bargain 
thus coldly set forth, are worthy attention, 
as shewing the perfectly mercantile manner 
in whidi these great nobles sold themselves. 
An honest attachment^ such as was xnani- 
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Renneberg sold himself 
as one would sell a yoke of oxen, and 
his motives were no whit nobler than 
the epical contract would indicate. 
"See you not," said he in a private 
letter to a friend, "that this whole 
work is brewed by the Nassaus for the 
sake of their own greatness, and that 
they are everywhere provided with the 
very best crumbs? They are to be 
stadholders of the principal provinces; 
we are to content ourselves with Over- 
yssel and Drente. Therefore I have 
thought it best to make my peace with 
the King, from whom more benefits 
are to be got." * 

Jealousy and selfishness, then, were 
the motives of his "virtuous resolu- 
tion." He had another, perhaps a 
nobler incentive. He was in lote 
with the Countess Meghen, widow of 
Lancelot Berlaymont, and it was pri- 
vately stipulated that the influence of 
his Majesty's government should be 
employed to bring about his marriage 
with the lady. The treaty, however, 
which Renneberg had made with 
Quislain le Bailly was not immediately 
carried out. Early in February 1680, 
his sister and evil genius, Cornelia 
Lalain, wife of Baron Monceau, made 
him a visit at Groningen. She im- 
plored him not to give over his soul to 
perdition by oppressing the Holy 
Church. She also appealed to his 
family pride, which should keep him, 
she said, from the contamination of 
companionship with "base-bom wea- 
vers and furriers." She was of 
opinion that to contaminate his high- 
bom fingers with base bribes were a 
lower degradation. The pension, the 
crowns in haiid, the marquisate, the 



fested by cavaliers like Berlaymont and his 
four brave sons, to the royal and Catholic 
cause, can be respected, even while we 
regret that so much bravery should have 
been expended in support of so infamous a 
tyranny. But while their fanaticism can be 
forgiven, no language is strong enough to 
stigmatise the men who deserted the cause 
of liberty and conscience for hire. It must 
be remembered that Renneberg was much 
more virtuous than a large number of his 
distinguished compeers, many of whom 
were transferred sb often from one side to 
the other, that they at last lost all con- 
vertible value. 
* Kluit. Holl. Staatsreg., i. 176, uote 6, 
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collar of the Goldco Fleece, wer« all 
held before hin ejea ogiim. He waa 
persimded^ moreover, that the bdr 
Lamd of the wejilthy widow would be 
tb© crowding priase of his treaaoo, but 
in tliifl he waa destined t<i di«appoiiit^ 
metit. The Coutiteaa wai resented for 
ft more brilliant and ft itu>FG bitter fate. 
Bh» WHS to e^otifie a man of higher 
ronk, but more worthleiia cbarriLirfir, 
alio A ts>aitjar tci the cause of &eedocti, 
tti which she vm herself devoted, and 
who WM eTen aocnsed of attemptiiig 
bar life in her old age, in ord«r to 
iupply her pliiroo with a younger rival* 
The artful eloquence of C^^n3E?liii, d© 
I^aii] did ite work, atid Reiuicjberg 
entered into correap<jiidenc8 with 
Farma. It m sjngulaa^ with kow 
Boucb indulgence hia conduct aud 
character were regMded both before 
aud flubfl&quentlj to hia tre&Bon. 
ThBT& wea fiome^ung attroctire about 
the man- In an age when many 
German and Netherland noblea wero 
given to dmnkennese and debauchery, 
and were difltlnguiBhed rather for 
eoaiseueaa of manner and brutality of 
intellect '^ than for reGjiement or leam- 
ingt Ccnint Kennel^erg, on the con- 
trary, was an elegant and accompliBb^d 
gentleman^ — the Sydney of hia country 
in all but loyalty of character. He 
waa a classical scholar, a votary of 
muaic and poetry^ a groc^ul troiiba^ 
donr, and a Taliant Imight.^ He was 
"sweet and lovely of ct/nYersatiou/** 
generous and bountiful by nature. 
With 8i> many good gifta, it waa a 
thousand xntics tJtiat the gift of truth 
had been denied him- Never did 
treason look more amiable, but it Wisa 
treaaon of the blackest die. He Wiii 
treacheroiia, in the hour of her utmost 
neadj to the coimtry which bad trusted 
him. He waa treacheroita to the great 
man who had leaned upon hla truth. 
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wben aU others had abandoned liim.' 

He wa» tpea^her*jus froir^ *' - - * 

fcordid of motives— jeal' 

friend and love off plnee ai ' ^ 

his Bubaiuquent ren:eoriBe jLiid Ina early 

death have caat a veil aver the ikd* 

neea of hk crime. 

While Cornelia die LalaiQ waff : 
Qroningen, Orange was i 
Intercepted letters left t 
the plot, and it waa f^gr^:'' 
Piioce, then on hi« way t-o Amjstenkin, } 
ehoiild summon the Count to an xnUa^ * 
view, Benneberg'ci trouble at the 
proximity of Orange eould not Ite iiip 
pressed*^ He felt that be eouU ner^r 
look bla fri<md in the face agaiiL iij« 
plana were not ripe ; it was derirarhk , 
to diaaemble for a eeason longer ; 
how could he meet that tnmifml e^ 
which '* looked qttite through tlie da 
of men If " It was obvious to B«m3e; 
berg thfvt hia deed wis to btt« 
forthwith, if lie would esoape ( 
fiture. The Piinee would Boml 
Groningen, and bia presence vfwSA 
diapel the plota whicli bad been aecPBtlfl 
coustructed. 

On the evening o| Mareb the 84 
1530, tbit Count esitertained a lu^ 
numbet- of the Axogt di&tingmdktd 
famlliea of the place at i " 
banquet. At the E»upper-tabtf|| 
brandt chief burg^maater uf " 
bluntly interrogated bis hoet ( 
ing the calumnious report* wbk^ i 
in circulation^ expreej^ ; ' ' , .e tluit 
there waa no truth in -:tio^^ 

of his enemies* Thu- 
neberg, seieiD^the ha: 
m both hifl Gvnit eiui ^ 

father! you whom 1 eatoem a« * 
father, can you euftpL^ft^t me of fa4 
guilt ? I pray you, trust me, and f « 
me not! " '' 

With this he restored the 
master and all the other guatti t* oaih 



I Moteneiiij at. lOS. Bar, xIt. ICl, and 
Hoofd, xvib. 423, 

* See tbo Itjtterp nf Count John of NaRfiau. 
and of tL@ Dmdpia-ve WiiliiLii], in Archivea, 
et&, voh. vi. ana vil^ paasim, 

8 Hogfd, x¥iu. 718. 

* " Boot en Ueflijk van i»inversBi]s.*'--Bor, 
xvC. 27m. 

* " Je ma auis tMUvt,*" wwte the Fnnw 



in Hordi 1580, to Lnxonia 8Qhw«iid^ *«( 
trod-re eQoqrQ % priwetil abftodoaiTitf tuin iOTlt- 
nicnt de Jietxnum «t sifiPUtano^, midia mmm 
do comjnuiiic-arioii ot do cDtt8«U, vol bi ph* 

oc^qurrenooii qiu me torn bunt mrlv tnvL*— 
Archivi->a, vil^ SE31* 

* hot, liv, i«r. 

^ Bor, 1^7, lletoreit, z« 10P. U&nfi.xil 
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fidence. The ^eaat and dance pro- 
ceeded, while Renneberg was quietly 
arranging his plot. During the night 
all the leading patriots were taken out 
of their beds, and carried to prison, 
notice being at the same time given to 
the secret adherents of Renneberg. 
Before dawn, a numerous mob 6f boat- 
men and vagrants, well armed, ap- 
peared upon the public square. They 
bore torches and standards, and amazed 
the quiet little city with their shouts. 
The place was formally taken into pos- 
session, cannon were planted in front 
of the Town House to command the 
principal streets, and barricades erected 
at various important points. Just at 
daylight, Renneberg himself, in com- 
plete armour, rode into the square, 
and it was observed that he looked 
ghastly as a corpse.^ He was followed 
by thirty troopers, armed like himself, 
from head to foot. "Stand by me 
now," he cried to the assembled throng; 
" fail me not at this moment, for now 
I am for the first time your stadholder." 
While he was speaking, a few citizens 
of the highest class forced their way 
through the throng and addressed the 
mob in tones of authority. They 
were evidently magisterial persons en- 
deavouring to quell t^e riot. As they 
advanced, one of Renneberg's men-at- 
arms discharged bis carabine at the 



d^Etcct, 
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foremost gentleman, who was no other 
than burgomaster Hildebrand. He 
fell dead at the feet of the stadholder 
— of the man who had clasped his 
hands a few hours before, called him 
father, and implored him to entertaia 
no suspicions of his honour. The 
death of this distinguished gentleman 
created a panic, during which Renne- 
berg addressed his adherents, and 
stimulated them to atone by their 
future zeal in the King's service for 
their former delinquency. A few days 
afterwards the city was formally re- 
imited to the royal government, but 
the Count's measures had been precipi- 
tated to such an extent, that he was 
unable to carry the province with him, 
as he had hoped. On the contrary, 
although he had secured the city, he 
had secured nothing else. He was im- 
mediately beleaguered by the states' 
force in the province under the com- 
mand of Barthold Entes, Hohenlo, and 
Philip Louis Nassau, and it was neces- 
sary to send for immediate assistance 
from Parma.* 

The Prince of Orange, being thus 
bitterly disappointed by the treachery 
of his friend, and foiled in his at- 
tempt to avert the inmiediate conse- 
quences, continued his interrupted 
journey to Amsterdam. Here he was 
received with imboimded enthusiasm.' 
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Captivity of La None— Cruel propositioiiB of Philip— Siege of Groningem— Death of Bar- 
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1 Van *t hoofb ten voete gewapent." — ^Bor, 
ubi sup. *• In vollen hamaa.'* — Hoofd, xvi, 
082. *'Hy sag anders niet dan een dood 
menach.**- Bor, xiv. 168*. ** Heel bestorven 
om de kaaken." — Hoofd, ubi sup. 

* MS. holographic letter of Renutber^ to 



Prince of Parma, March 3, 1580. —Rec. 
Groning, et Renneberg, i. 69. Bor, Me- 
teren, Hoofd. — Compare Apolo^e d'Orange, 
p. 121. Groon v. Prinst., Archives, vii. 243- 
248; Strada, 2, iii. 1.S5, 136. Ev. Reidani, 
ii. 30. • Bor, xiv. ITO. Hoofd, atvL 681. 
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Thb war. continued in a languid and 
desultory manner in different parts of 
the country. At an action near Ingel- 
munster, the brave and accomplished 
De la None was made prisoner/ This 
was a severe loss to the states, a cruel 
"blow to Orange, for he was not only 
one of the most experienced soldiers, 
but one of the most accomplished 
writers of his age. His pen was as 
celebrated as his sword. ^ In exchange 
for the illustrious Frenchman the states 
in vain offered Count Egmont, who 
had been made prisoner a few weeks 
before, and De Selles, who was cap- 
tured shortly afterwards. Parma an- 
swered, contemptuously, that he would 
not give a lion for two sheep.* Even 
Champagny was offered in addition, 
but without success. Parma had writ- 
ten to Philip, immediately upon the 
capture, that, were it not for Egmont, 
Selles, and others, then in the power 
of Orange, he should order the execu- 
tion of La Noue. Under the circum- 
stances, however, he had begged to be 
informed as to his Majesty's pleasure, 
and in the meantime had placed the 
prisoner in the castle of Limburg, 
under charge of De Billy.* His Ma- 
jesty, of course, never signified his plea- 
sure, and the illustrious soldier re- 
mained for five years in a loathsome 
dungeon more befitting a condemned 
malefactor than a prisoner of war. It 
was in the donjon keep of the castle, 
lighted only by an aperture in the roof, 
and was therefore exposed to the rain 
and all inclemencies of the sky, while 
rats, toads, and other vermin housed 
in the miry floor.* Here this dis- 
tinguished personage, Francis with 
the Iron Arm, whom all Frenchmen, 
Catholic or Huguenot, admired for his 
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genius, bravery, and purity of charac- 
ter, passed five years of dose confine- 
ment. The government was most 
anxious to take his life, but the cap- 
tivity of Egmont and others prevented 
the accomplishment of their wishes. 
During this long period, the wife and 
numerous friends of La Noue were 
unwearied in their efforts to effect his 
ransom or exchange,® but none of the 
prisoners in the hands of the patriots 
were considered a fair equivalent 
The hideous proposition was even 
made by Philip the Second to La 
Noue, that he should receive his 
liberty if he would permit his eyes to 
he ptU oiUj as a preliminary condition. 
The fact is attested by several letters 
written by La Noue to his wife. The 
prisoner, wearied^ shattered in health, 
and sighing for air and liberty, was 
disposed and even anxious to accept 
the infamous offer, and discussed the 
matter philosophically in his letters. 
That lady, however, horror-struck at 
the suggestion, implored him to reject 
the condition, which he accordingly 
consented to do. At last, in June 
1585, he was exchanged, on extremely 
rigorous terms, for Egmont. Dnring 
his captivity in this vile dungeon, he 
composed not only his famous political 
and military discourses, but several 
other works, among the rest, Annota- 
tions upon Plutarch and upon the 
Histories of Guicciardini.^ 

The siege of Groningen proceeded, 
and Parma ordered some forces under 
Martin Schenck to advance to its relief. 
On the other hand, the meagre states' 
forces imder Sonoy, Hohenlo, Entes, 
and Count John of Nassau's young 
son, William Louis, had not yet made 
much impression upon the city.^ There 



1 Bor, XV. 194, 195. Hoofd, xvi. 690. 

a "Che egli habbia saputo," says Benti- 
voglio. '*cosi ben maneggiure la penua come 
la spada; e valero iu pace non punto meno 
che in guerra." — Guerra di Fiandra, 2, i. 
249. 

» Ev. Reidan., Ann. ii. 39. 

* Strada, d. 2, iii. 155, 156. Parma is said 
to have hinted to Philip that De Billy would 
willingly undertake the private assassination 
of La Noue. — Popeliniere, Hist, des Pays 
Bas, 1556-1584. 

• Moyse Amirault: La Vie de Fi-anjois, 
Seigneur de la Noug dit Bras de Fer (Leyde, 
1661), pp. 267-277. Amirault, 267-298. 



"* *' Enfin on en vint jusques iL ce d^:re de 
barbarie que de luy faire suggerer sous nuio, 
que pour donuer une suffisante caution de 
ne porter jamais les armes centre le Roy 
Catholicque, il falloit qu'il se laissait creter 
les yeux. A peine Teusse-je creu si je n« 
I'avois s^eu que par la lecture des histoiiw 
et par le rapport d'un tiers. Mai* 7 o« S 
lettres qu'il en a faitcs de sa propre main I 
sa femme m'ont rendu la chote si inditbUabt*, 
que sur sa foy je la donne icy pour telle" 
— Amirault, pp. 280, 281-298. — Compart 
Strada, 2, iii. 156. 

8 Bor, XV. 203-205. Hoofd, xvL 691, m 
Meteren, x. 169, 170. 
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was little military skill to atone for 
the feebleness of the assailing army, 
although there was plenty of rude 
valour. Barthold Entes, a man of des- 
perate character, was impatient at the 
dilatoriness of the proceedings. After 
having been in disgrace with the states, 
since the downfall of his friend and 
patron, the Count De la Marck, he had 
recently succeeded to a regiment in 
place of Colonel Ysselstein, " dismissed 
for a homicide or two."^ On the 17th 
of May, he had been dining at Rolda, 
in company with Hohenlo and the 
young Count of Nassau. Returning 
to the trenches in a state of wild in- 
toxication, he accosted a knot of supe- 
rior ofl&cers, informing them that they 
were but boys, and that he would shew 
them how to carry the faubourg of 
Groningen on the instant. He was 
answered that the faubourg, being 
walled and moated, could be taken 
only by escalade or battery. Laughing 
loudly, he rushed forward toward the 
counterscarp, waving his sword, and 
brandishing on his left arm the cover 
of a butter firkin, which he had taken 
instead of his buckler. He had ad- 
vanced, however, but a step, when a 
bullet from the faubourg pierced his 
brain, and he fell dead without a 
word." 

So perished one of the wild founders 
of the Netherland commonwealth — 
one of the little band of reckless 



adventurers who had captured the 
town of Brill in J 572, and thus laid 
the foundation-stone of a great re- 
public, which was to dictate its laws 
to the empire of Charles the Fifth. 
He was in some sort a type. His 
character was emblematical of the 
worst side of the liberating movement. 
Desperate, lawless, ferocious — a robber 
on land, a pirate by sea — he had 
rendered great service in the cause 
of his fatherland, and had done it 
much disgrace. By the evil deeds of 
men like himself, the fair face of 
"liberty had been profaned at its first 
appearance. Bom of a respectable 



1 Hoofd, xvi, 691. 

> Hoofd, ubi sup. Meteren, x. 170».— 
Compare Bor, 3, xv. 205. 

» Meteren, x. 170». 
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family, he had been noted, when a 
student in this very Groningen where 
he had now found his grave, for the 
youthful profligacy of his character. 
After dissipating his partrimony, he 
had taken to the sea, the legalised 
piracy of the mortal struggle ^ith 
Spain offering a welcome refuge to 
spendthrifts like himself. In common 
with many a banished noble of ancient 
birth and broken fortunes, the riotous 
student became a successful corsair, 
and it is probable that his prizes were 
made as well among the friends as the 
enemies of his coimtry. He amassed 
in a short time one hundred thousand 
crowns — no contemptible fortune in 
those days. He assisted La Marck in 
the memorable attack upon Brill, but 
behaved badly and took to flight when 
Mondragon made his memorable expe- 
dition to relieve Tergoes.^ He had 
subsequently been imprisoned with 
La Marck for insubordination, and 
during his confinement had dissipated 
a large part of his fortune. In 1576, 
after the violation of the Ghent treaty, 
he had returned to his piratical pur- 
suits, and having prospered again as 
rapidly as he had done during his 
former cruises, had been glad to 
exchange the ocean for more honour- 
able service on shore. The result was 
the tragic yet almost ludicrous termi- 
nation which we have narrated. He 
left a handsome property, the result 
of his various piracies, or, according to 
the usual euphemism, prizes. He often 
expressed regret at the number of 
traders whom he had cast into the 
sea, complaining, in particular, of one 
victim whom he had thrown over- 
board, who would never sink, but who 
for years long ever floated in his wake, 
and stared him in the face whenever 
he looked over his veil's side. A 
gambler, a profligate, a pirate, he had 
yet rendered service to the cause of 
freedom, and his name — sullying the 
purer and nobler ones of other founders 
of the commonwealth — " is enrolled in 
the capitol." * 



* Ibid., X. 170. Bor, xv. 205. Hoofd, 
xvi. 691. Archives de la Maison d'Orange, 
vii. 370. The names of the band of adven- 
turers who seized Brill are all carefully pre- 
served in the old records of the Bepublio. 
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There were endless quarrels between 
the yarious boards of municipal and 
provincial government — particularly 
concerning contributions and expendi- 
tures.^ During this wrangling, the 
country was exposed to the forces of 
Parma, to the private efforts of the 
Malcontents, to the unpaid soldiery of 
the states, to the armed and rebellious 
peasantry. Little heed was paid to 
the admonitions of Count John, who 
was of a hotter temper than was the 
tranquil Prince. The stadholder gave 
way to fits of passion at the meanness 
and the insolence to which he was 
constantly exposed. He readily re- 
cognised his infirmity, and confessed 
himself unable to accommodate his 
irascibility to the "humores" of the 
inhabitants. There was often suffi- 
cient cause for his petulance. Never 
bad praetor of a province a more penu- 
rious civil list. ** The baker has given 
notice," wrote Coimt John, in Novem- 
ber, "that he will supply no more 
bread after to-morrow, imless he is 
paid." The states would furnish no 
money to pay the bilL It was no 
better with the butcher. " The cook 
has often no meat to roast," said the 
Count, in the same letter, " so that we 
are o^n obliged to go supperless to 
bed." His lodgings were a half-roofed, 
half-finished, unfurnished barrack, 
where the stadholder passed his win- 
ter dskjB and evenings in a small, dark, 
freezing-cold chamber, often without 
fire-wood.* Such circimistances were 
certainly not calculated to excite envy. 
When in addition to such wretched 

1 When the extraordinary generosity of 
the Count himself, and the alt^ether unex- 
ampled sacrifices of the Prince are taken in- 
to account, it may well be supposed that 
"^e patience of the brothers would be sorelv 
triea by the parsimony of the states. It 
ajfpeBonMj a document laid before the states- 
general m the winter of 1580-1581, that the 
Count had himself advanced to Orange 
670,000 florins in the cause. The total of 
money spent by the Prince himself for the 
sake of JSTetherland liberty was 2,200,000. 
These vast sums had been raised in various 
ways and from various personages. His 
estates were deeply hypothecated, and his 
creditors so troublesome, that, in his ovm 
lang^uage, he was unable to attend properly 
to pobuc afMrs, so frequent and so threaten- 
ing w«re the applications made upon him 
for payment Day by day he felt the neces- 

vol.il 
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parsimony, it is remembered that the 
Count was perpetually worried by the 
quarrels of the provincial authorities 
with each other and with himself, he 
may be forgiven for becoming tho- 
roughly exhausted at last. He was 
growing " grey and grizzled " with 
perpetual perplexity. He had been 
fed with annoyance, as if — ^to use his 
own homely expression — " he had 
eaten it with a spoon." Having 
already loaded himself with a debt 
of six hundred thousand florins, which 
he had spent in the states' service, and 
having struggled manfully against the 
petty tortures of his situation, he can- 
not be severely censured for relinquish- 
ing his post.^ The afifairs of his own 
Coimtship were in great confusion. 
His children — ^boys and girls — ^were 
many, and needed their fathers' guid- 
ance, while the eldest, William Louis, 
was already in arms for the Nether- 
lands, following the instincts of his 
race. Distingiushed for a rash valour, 
which had already gained the rebuke 
of his father and the applause of his 
comrades, he had commenced his long 
and glorious career by receiving a 
severe wound at Coewerden, which 
caused him to halt for life.* Leaving 
so worthy a representative, the Count 
was more justified in his departure. 

His wife, too, had died inliis absence, 
and household affairs required his at- 
tention. It must be confessed, how- 
ever, that if the memory of his de- 
ceased spouse had its claims, the 
selection of her successor was still 
more prominent among his anxieties. 



sity advancing more closely upon him of 

E lacing himself personally in the hands of 
is creditors and making over his estates to 
their mercy imtil the uttermost farthing 
should be paid. In his two campaigns 
against Alva (1568 and 1572) he had spent 
1,050,000 florins. He ow^^d the Elector 
Palatine 150,000 florins, the Landgrave 
60,000, Count John 570,000, and other sums 
to other individuals.— -Staait ende kort be- 
grip van het geen, M. E. Heere den P. van 
Orange betalt mag hebben mitsgaders het 
geene syne V. O. schuldigis gebleeven, etc. 
Ordin. Depechen Boek, A". 1580, 1581, f. 
245TO. sqq., MS. Hague Archives. 

* Archives et Correspondanoe, vii. 109, 
113, 828, 329. 

a Ibid., vil 334, 487. 

* Bor, XV. 216. Archives, etc., viL 88^ 
886. Hoofd, xvii. 707. 

2b 
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The worthy gentleman had been super- 
naturally directed as to his second 
choice, ere that choice seemed neces- 
sary; for before the news of his wife's 
death had reached him, the Count 
dreamed that he was ah«ady united in 
second nuptials to the fair Cunigunda, 
daughter of the deceased Elector Pa- 
latine — a vision which was repeated 
many times. On the morrow he learn- 
ed, to his amazement, that he was a 
widower, and entertained no doubt 
that he had been specially directed 
towards the princess seen in his slum- 
bers, whom he had never seen in lif e.^ 
His friends were in favoiu: of his 
marrying the Electreas Dowager, 
rather than her daughter, whose years 
numbered leas than half his own. The 
honest Count, however, "after ripe 
consideration," decidedly preferred the 
maid to the widow. " I confess," he 
said, with much gravity, "that the 
marriage with the old Mectress, in re- 
i^pect of her God-fearing disposition, 
her piety, her virtue, and tiie like, 
would be much more advisable. More- 
over, as she hath borne her cross, and 
knows how to deal with genthemen, so 
much the better would it be for me. 
Nevertheless, inasmuch as she has al- 
ready had two husbands, is of a toler- 
able age, and is taller of gtature than 
myself, my inclination is less towards 
her than towards her daughter."* 

For these various considerations. 
Count John, notwithstanding the re- 
monstrances of his brother, definitely 
laid down his government of Gelder- 
land, and quitted the Netherlands 
about midsummer.' Enough had not 
been done, in the opinion of the Prince, 
so long as aught remained to do, and 
he could not bear that his brother 
should desert the country in the hoiu* 
of its darkness, or doubt the Almighty 
when His hand was veiled in clouds. 



1 Archives, etx;., vii. S23, sqq. This con- 
viction of Divine interposition was inserted 
in the marriage contract.— Vide Memorial 
von Gr. Ernst zu Schawenbur? and Dr. 
Jacob Schwartz. Archives et Correspon- 
dance, vii. 861, sqq. 

* Archives et Correspondance, vii. 325 and 
864, note. — "Item :" says the marriage me- 
moj-ial already cited, "the widow is a toler- 
ably stout ^ which would be almost 
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" One must do one's best," said he, 
"and believe that when such misfor- 
tunes happen, Qod desires to prove us. 
If He sees that we do not lose our 
courage. He will assuredly help us. 
Had we thought otherwise, we should 
never have pierced the dykes on a me- 
morable occasion, for it was an tincer- 
tain thing and a great sorrow for the 
poor people; yet did God bless the 
undertaking. He will bless us still, 
for His arm hath not been shortened."* 

(hi the 22d of July 1580, the Arch- 
duke Matthias, being fully aware of 
the general tendency of affisurs, sum- 
mon^ a meeting of the generality in 
Antwerp. He did not make his ap- 
pearance before the assembly, but re- 
quested Uiat a deputation might wait 
upon him at his lodgings, and to this 
committee he unfolded his griefs. He 
expressed his hope that the states were 
not — ^in violation of the laws of Qod 
and man — about to throw themselves 
into the arms of a foreign prince. He 
reminded them of their duty to the 
holy Catholic religion, and to the illus- 
triouB house of Austria, while he also 
pathetically called their attention to 
the necessities of his own househdd, 
and hoped that they would, at leasts 
provide for the arrears due to his 
domestics.' 

The states-general replied with eooi^ 
tesy as to the personal claims of the 
Archduke. For the rest, they took 
higher grounds, and the coming deda> 
ration of independence already pierced 
through the studied decorum of their 
language. They defended their negp' 
tiation with Anjou on the ground of 
necessity, averring that the King of 
Spain had proved inexorable to all in* 
tercession, while, through the intrigues 
of their bitterest enemies, they had 
been entirely forsaken by the E^ipire.' 

Soon afterwards, a special legatid^ 

derogatory to his Grace. "When they shoolj 
be in company of other gentlemen and 
ladies, or should be walking togrether in thA 
streets, his Grace would seem almoin littw 
at her side."— Memoir of Dr Schwarti. 

» Archives, etc., vii. 890. 

* Archives et Correspondance, vii SW. 

8 Bor, XV, 212, 218.' 

•lUd. 



1580.] 

with Saint Aldegonde at its head, was 
despatched to fVance to consult with 
the Duke of Anjou, and settled terms 
of agreement with him by the treaty 
of Plessis les Tours (on the 29th of 
September 1580), afterwards definitely 
ratified by the convention of Bordeaux^ 
signed on the 23d of the following 
January.* 

The states of Holland and Zealand, 
however, kept entirely aloof from this 
transaction, being from the beginning 
opposed to the choice of Anjou. From 
the first to the last, they would have 
no master but Orange, and to him, 
therefore, this year they formally offer- 
ed the sovereignty of tiieir provinces ; 
but they offered it in vain. 

The conquest of Portugal had effect- 
ed a diversion in the affairs of the 
Netherlands. It was but a transitory 
one. The provinces foimd the hopes 
which they had built upon the neces- 
sity of Spain for large supplies in the 
peninsula — ^to their own consequent 
relief — soon changed into fears, for 
the rapid success of Alva in Portugal 
gave his master additional power to 
oppress the heretics of the north. 
Henry, the Cardinal King, had died 
in 1580, after succeeding to the youth- 
ful adventurer, Don Sebastian, slain 
during his chivalrous African cam- 
paign (4th of August 1578). The 
contest for the succession which open- 
ed upon the death of the aged monarch 
was brief, and in fifty-eight days, the- 
bastard Antonio, Philip's only formid- 
able competitor, had been utterly de- 
feated and driven forth to lurk, like 
a hunted wild beast, among rugged 
mountain caverns, with a price of a 
hundred thousand crowns upon his- 
head.' In the course of the succeed- 
ing year, PhiUp received homage at 
Lisbon 38 King of Portugal^ From 
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1 Bor, XV. :S14. 

s Cabrera, zii. cap. 29 ; ziii. cap. 1, 2, 6, 6;* 
pp. 1096-1189. Bor, xiv. 178 sqqi Archives 
de la Maiflon d*Orange, vii. 898, sqq. 

• He wore on the occasion of the ceremony 
** a cassock of cramoisy brocade, with large 
folds." With bis sceptre grasped in bis 
right hand, and his crown upon his head, 
he io(^ed, says his enthusiastic biographer, 
•*like King David — red, handsome, and 
"Venerable.*' "Pareda nl Rey David, rojb, 
hermoao ^ la vista» i venerable en la Ms^tadi 



the moment of this conquest, he was 
more disposed, and more at leisure 
than ever, to vent his wrath against 
the Netherlands, and against the man 
whom he considered tihe incarnation 
of their revolt. 

Cardinal GranveUe had ever whim- 
pered in the King's ear the expediency 
of taking off the Prince by assassina- 
tion. It has been seen how subtly 
distilled, and how patiently hoarded^ 
was this priest's venom against indi- 
viduals, imtil the time arrived when 
he could adminis^r the poison with 
effect. His hatred of Orange was 
intense and of ancient date. He was 
of opinion, too, .that the Prince might 
be scared from the post of duty, even 
if the assassin's hand were not able to 
reach his heart. He was in'favoiur of 
publicly setting a price upon his head 
— thinking that if the attention of all- 
the murderers in the world were thua 
directed towards the illustrious victim,, 
the Prince would tremble at the dan- 
gers which surrounded him. " A sum 
of money would be well employed in> 
this way," said the Cardinal, " and, as 
the Prince of Orange & a vUe coward, 
fear alone will th^w him into con- 
fusion." * Again, a few months later, 
renewing the subject, he observed, 
"'twould be well to offer a reward of 
thirty or forty thousand crowns to 
any one who will deliver the Prince,, 
dead or alive ; since from very fear of 
it — as he is pusillanimous — it would 
not be tmlikely that Tie should die of 
his oim accord"'^ 

It was insulting even to Philip's 
intelligence to insinuate that the Prince 
would shrink before danger, or die of 
fear. Had Orange ever been inclined 
to bombast, he might have answered 
the churchman's calumny, as Caesar 
the soothsayer's warning : — 

que representaba." — Cabrera, xiii. 1126. 

* Archives, etc., vii. 166.—" Y qualquier 

dinero seria muy bien empleado y comO' 

es vii y cobarde, el miedo le pondria en con- 
fusion." — Letter of the Cardinal to Philip, 
August 8, 1679. 

» " Tambien se podriaal Principe d'Oranges- 
poner talla de 80 o 40 mil escudos, i quien le 
matasse o didsse vivo, como hazen todos loa 
potentados de Italia, pues con miedo solo* 
desto como m putiUaninuj no sesta-mucha 
moriesse de suyo," etc.>-IbidL 
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-Danprer knows ftill well 



That Cteaax is more dangerous than he—" 

and in truth, Philip had long trembled 
on his throne before the genius of the 
man who had foiled Spain's boldest 
generals and wiliest statesmen. The 
King, accepting the priest's advice, 
resolved to fulminate a ban against 
the Prince, and to set a price upon 
his head "It will be well," wrote 
Philip to Parma, " to oflfer thirty thou- 
sand crowns or so io any one who will 
deliver him dead or alive. Thus the 
coimtry may be rid of a man so per- 
nicious ; or at any rate he will be held 
in perpetual fear, and therefore pre- 
vented from executing leisurely his 



In accordance with these sugges- 
tions and these hopes, the famous ban 
was accordingly drawn up, and dated 
on the 15th of March 1580. It was, 
however, not formally published in 
the Netherlands until the month of 
June of the same year.' 

This edict will remain the most 
lasting monument to the memory of 
Cardinal Granvelle. It will be read 
when all his other state-papers and 
epistles — able as they incontestably 
are — shall have passed into oblivion. 
No panegyric of friend, no palliating 
magnanimity of foe, can roll away this 
rock of infamy from his tomb. It was 
by Cardinal Granvelle and by Philip 
that a price was set upon the head of 
the foremost man of his age, as if he 
had been a savage beast, and that 
admission into the ranks of Spain's 
haughty nobility was made the addi- 
tional bribe to tempt the assassin. 

The ban ^ consisted of a preliminary 
narrative to justify the penalty with 
which it was concluded. It referred 
to the favours conferred by Philip and 
his father upon the Prince; to his 
signal ingratitude and dissimulation. 
It accused him of originating the Re- 
quest, the image-breaking, and the 
public preaching. It censured his 
marriage with an abbess — even during 
the lifetime of his wife; alluded to 



1 Archives, vii. 165-170. Letter of Philip 
to the Prince of Parma, Nov. 30, 1679. The 
letter, says Groen v. Prinsteror, was doubt- 
loaa dictiited by Grauvelle. 



his campaigns against Alva, to his re- 
bellion in Holland, and to the h<»Tible 
massacres committed by Spaniards in 
that province — as the necessary con- 
sequences of his treason. It accused 
him of introdudng liberty of con- 
science, of procuring his own appoint- 
ment as Ruward, of violating the 
Ghent treaty, of foiling the efforts of 
Don John, and of frustrating the coun- 
sels of the Cologne commissioners by 
his perpetual distrust. It charged 
him with a newly-oiganised conspi- 
racy, in the erection of the Utrecht 
Union; and for these and similar 
crimes — set forUi with involutions, 
slow, spiral, and cautious as the head 
and front of the indictment was direct 
and deadly — ^it denoimced the dbas- 
tisement due to the ''wretched hypo- 
crite" who had committed such of- 
fences. 

''For these causes," condnded the 
ban, " we declare him traitor and nus- 
creant, enemy of ourselves and of the 
country. As snch we banish him per- 
petually from all our realms, forUd- 
ding all oiu- subjects, ci whatever 
qusJity, to communicate with him 
openly or privately — to administer to 
him victuals, drink, fire, or other ne- 
cessaries. We allow all to injure him 
in property or life. We expose the 
said William Nassau as an enemy of 
the himian race — giving his property 
to all who may seize it. And if any 
one of our subjects or any stranger 
should be found sufficiently generous 
of heart to rid us of this pest, deliver- 
ing him to us, alive or dead, or taking 
his life, we will cause to be furnished 
to him immediately after the deed 
shall have been done, the sum of 
twenty-five thousand crowns in gold. 
If he have committed any crime, how- 
ever heinouSf we promise to pardon him; 
and if he be not already noble, ws vnU 
ennoble him for his vaXofwr** 

Such was the celebrated ban against 
the Prince of Orange. It was an- 
swered before the end of the year by 
the memorable "Apology of the Prince 

a Wagenaer, Vad. Hist, vu. 345, 346. 

8 It is appended to the ' ' Apologie, " iu the 
editiou of Sylvius, pp. 14^^160. 
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of Orange/' one of the most startling 
documents in history. No defiance 
was ever thundered forth in the face 
of a despot in more terrible tones. It 
had become sufficiently manifest to 
the royal party that the Prince was 
not to be purchased by ''millions of 
money," or by unlimited family advan- 
cement — not to be cajoled by flattery 
or offers of illustrious friendship. It 
had been decided, therefore, to terrify 
him into retreat, or to remove him by 
murder. The Government had been 
thoroughly convinced that the only 
way to fiiush the revolt, was to "finish 
Orange," according to the ancient 
advice of Antonio Perez. The mask 
was thrown off. It had been decided 
to forbid the Prince bread, water, fire, 
and shelter; to give his wealth to the 
£bc, his heart to the assassin, his soul, 
as it was hoped, to the Father of EviL 
The rupture being thus complete, it 
was right that the "wretched hypo- 
crite" should answer ban with ban, 
royal denunciation with sublime scorn. 
He had ill-deserved, however, the title 
of hypocrite, he said. When the 
friend of government, he had warned 
them that by their complicated and 
perpetual persecutions they were 
twisting the rope of their own ruin. 
Was that hypocrisy? Since becoming 
their enemy, there had likewise been 
little hypocrisy found in him — unless 
it were hypocrisy to make open war 
upon government, to take their cities, 
to expel their armies from the coim- 

try. 

The proscribed rebel, towering to a 
moral and even social superiority over 
the man who affected to be his master 
by right divine, swept down upon his 
antagonist with crushing effect. He 
repudiated the idea of a king in the 
Netherlands. The word might be 
legitimate in Castille, or Naples, or 
the Indies, but the provinces knew no 
such title. Philip had inherited in 
those coimtries only the power of 
Duke or Coxmt — a power closely limit- 
ed by constitutions more ancient than 
his birthright. Orange was no rebel 
then*— Philip no legitimate monarch. 
Even were the Prince rebellious, it 
was no more than Philip's ancestor, 
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Albert of Austria, had been towards 
Am anointed sovereign. Emperor Adol- 
phus of Nassau, ancestor of William. 
The ties of allegiance and conventional 
authority being severed, it had become 
idle for the Bang to affect superiority 
of lineage to the man whose family 
had occupied illustrious stations when 
the Habsburgs were obscure squires 
in Switzerland, and had ruled as sove- 
reign in the Netherlands before that 
overshadowing house had ever been 
named. 

But whatever the hereditary claims 
of Philip in the coimtry, he had for- 
feited them by the violation of his 
oaths, by his tyrannical suppression of 
the charters of the land ; while by hia 
personal crimes he had lost all preten- 
sion to sit in judgment upon his fellow 
man. Was a people not justified in 
rising against authority when all their 
laws had been trodden under foot, 
" not once only, but a million of times?" 
— and was William of Orange, lawful 
husband of the virtuous Charlotte de 
Bourbon, to be denounced for moral 
delinquency by a lascivious, incestuous, 
adulterous, and murderous king ? With 
horrible distinctness he laid before the 
monarch all the crimes of which he 
believed him guilty, and having thus 
told Philip to his beard, "thus diddest 
thou," he had a withering word for the 
priest who stood at his back. " Tell 
me," he cried, "by whose command 
Cardinal Granvelle administered poi- 
son to the Emperor Maximilian ? I know 
what the Emperor told me, and how 
much fear he felt afterwards for the 
King and for all Spaniards." 

He ridiculed the effrontery of men 
like Philip and Granvelle, in charging 
"distrust" upon others, when it waa 
the very atmosphere of their own exis- 
tence. He proclaimed that sentiment 
to be the only salvation for the coun- 
try. He reminded Philip of the words 
which his namesake of Macedon — a 
schoolboy in tyranny, compared to him- 
self — ^had heard from the lips of De- 
mosthenes — that the strongest fortress 
of a free people against a tyrant was 
distrust. That sentiment, worthy of 
eternal memory, the Prince declared 
that he had taken from the "divine 
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— I will obey. Here is my head, over 
wbi'.'h no prince, no monarch, has 
ivwy^r but yourselves. Dispose of it 
t-.T yoar gvod, for the preservation of 
T-.-;^ K^pubUcy but if you judge that 
c^e cu^xtierate amount of experience 
is<.l tadibicxx which is in me, if you 
>'jwu?j ^bat the remainder of my pro- 
lyrr^T acd oi my life can yet be of ser- 
vice ;o yoo. I dedicate them afresh to 
yt.*u jcd to che country."* 

Hltf m^jno — mciat appropriate to his 
'iie jJi^I cbutwter — "/< wutintimdrai" 
W3» :he vvacluding phrase of the docu- 
meao. Um anns and signature were 
iltfo pjr^iii^Iy appended, and the Apo- 
loi^. ?ru»Used into moat modem Ian- 
r^iu:^f0« wtw sent to neoriy every poten- 
lace in Chriiscendom.' It bad been 
ypi'o:ujuy. on the 13th of December 
! :S}, T-iOni bejcre the aawmbly of the 
•iaiwu Mates m D^Ut. and approved as 
jcr ■;;>.'> us ^e bim wa« iztdignantly 
ieai:am.*ed.^ 

L^ur^nx The remozndiar of the year 
13o«.'. .utd zha half ot the following 
▼ear. '^ wac ?£ honcLiidev waa mainly 
'jt tue acrra-eauc — P^mik whiLe wait- 
'!iHc :ile irr.'/ru vj£ trwh trxics^ b«iBg 
iliac cive. The operfc3ii.''n&. like the 
ir'jiiti«» iod ^ae j^nerui^ w>«nf peciy. 
B-.'ueiuo wai^ opucAfd ^* Rennebei^ 
Aiter ^ fe^v '.mHteuihcaac vX-corieew the 
'act^r .aid jieKU X' Steeawyk.* a ■;i'n" vi 
'cseif Jt uo ^»MC impcrsiace. bat zta 

pii-riijou .vui»i2»c«iu Jt Si i'miir^d scl- 
iiei^k iiid iiaif j» aiuny T-vineil our-' 
filers* ^uueberX; havuiji <ix taoc- 
«knd 5a>c Mid T-vei^e auniir^ ijrse, 
suiuuioDed 'Jaa yLace "m mmwhir. ':ci 
■^.■w> iu*wep-d v'.rii iedance. .'azcii^ 
.'-■rnpuc. -viiu hud wc:H}ed i^jm 'ir.a- 
iiv:tu, liter "jnjwicetfwuly T>n.- n — ^ 
:iitr jitizeiu j£ !i«:nueoer:c'f 3iediTSi3k:ti 



• V. vA|».^. .1. .-<»., 


.^. 


- ^iA^L.-s,... ..:. ^*. 




' \'.vL W V..I. »v.<. .1. 


. .:^*^-vL»va. 


.^. Us.- .. • 


-i.w ...fc . I 


V'..:u.,. . .t.,; :. . 


(.L. — :.^ M.!^: 


V'lJ.f '.'u, . *..-*.> >i , 


. . .. .«. s. -t 


I Mis L.* .i-v** '"■■».. 


N >^ 



.1. v.v'fc . ., 



v>;.<%kcJ .V V— .'v. 



jnu -c ^ccms .'v :».) 3ieui» ^eruin ~liacs 
i-.-i-!Ve«i uiyTLU;:::; p^in 'ii-i land -i T^ijur^ 

■ -;-.LL--.r vitii .■»:rTuii ii:i:ia>jus» -i ■*-:«. i^ 
» -■- lit ■**ei>; -U^-iaUilv -l "Ue ^iiHiru. 

■.t.::~ : " ;:«. .v^i>.v w^ .nKitcfi jt^i.u tum.ncia 
- . .. a-'ii hum::: iie rit:ua» ii" »- uiru'-r 

■ ■■ ^* > '-•- *"!ui.e k itnu najs. * rrTri 



.^-«.-.l^ : 



1581.] 



Forged Letters, 



391 



treasoD, commanded in Steenwyk, and 
his courage and cheerfulness sustained 
the population of the city during a 
dose winter siege. Tumultuous mobs 
in the streets demanding that the place 
should be given over ere it was too 
late, he denounced to their faces as 
" flocks of gabbling geese/* unworthy 
the attention of brave men. To a 
butcher who, with the instinct of his 
crafty begged to be informed what the 
popiUation were to eat when the meat 
was all gone, he coolly observed, " We 
will eat you, villain, first of all, when 
the time comes : so go home and rest 
assiu^ that you, at least, are not to 
die of starvation."^ With such rough 
but cheerful admonitions did the 
honest soldier, at the head of his 
little handful, sustain the courage of 
the beleaguered city. Meantime Ren- 
neberg pressed it hard. He bombarded 
it with red-hot balls, a new invention 
introduced five years before by Stephen 
Bathor, King of Poland, at the siege 
of Dantzig.' Many houses were con- 
sumed, but still Comput and the dti- 
sens held firm. As the winter ad- 
vanced, and the succour which had 
been promised still remained in the 
distance, Renneberg began to pelt the 
city with sarcasms, which, it was 
hoped, might prove more effective than 
the red-hot balls. He sent a herald to 
know if the citizens had eaten all their 
horses yet; a question which was an- 
swered by an ostentatious display of 
aixty starving hacks — all that could be 
mustered — upon the heights. He sent 
ihem on another occasion, a short 
letter, which ran as follows: — 

"Most Honoubablb, most Stead- 
fast, — As, during the present frost, 
you have but little exercise in the 
trenches — as you cannot pass your 
time in twirling your fiinger-rings, 
seeing that they have all been sold 
to pay your soldiers' wages — as you 
have nothing to rub your teeth upon, 

1 Hoofd, xvii. 715, Meteren, x. 178». 

< Heteren, z. 169<i. Wagenaer, viL 859. 

« Meteren, x. 178«. 

* The whole letter is given by Bor, of 
oourae as a forgery, xvi. 239-241. It was 
mobably orepared by Aaaonleville. — Ibid. 
Compare (iroen v. Frinst., Archives^ vii. 380. 



nor to scour your stomachs withal, 
and as, nevertheless, you require some- 
thing if only to occupy your minds, 
I send you the enclosed letter, in hope 
It may yield amusement. — January 15, 
1681.**^ 

The enclosure was a letter from the 
Prince of Orange to the Duke of An- 
jou, which, as it was pretended, had 
been intercepted. It was a climisy 
forgery, but it answered the purpose 
of more skilful counterfeiting, at a 
period when political and religious 
enmity obfl|ured men's judgment. 
"As to thS point of religion," the 
Prince was made to observe, for ex- 
ample, to his illustrious correspondent, 
'' that is all plain and clear. No sove- 
reign who hopes to come to any great 
advancement ought to consider reli- 
gion, or hold it in regard. Your High- 
ness, by means of the garrisons and 
fortresses, will be easily master of the 
principal cities in Flanders and Bra- 
bant, even if the citizens were opposed 
to you. Afterwards you will compel 
them without difficulty to any religion 
which may seem most conducive to 
the interests of your Highness."* 

Odious €Uid cynical as was the whole 
tone of the letter, it was extensively 
circulated. There were always natures 
base and brutal enough to accept the 
calumny and to make it current among 
kindred souls. It may be doubted 
whether Renneberg attached faith to 
the document ; but it was natural that 
he should take a malicious satisfaction 
in spreading this libel against the man 
whose perpetual scorn he had so re- 
cently earned. Nothing was more 
common than such forgeries, and at 
that very moment a letter, executed 
with equal grossness, was passing from 
hand to hand, which purported to be 
from the Count himself to Parma.' 
History has less interest in contradict- 
ing the calumnies against a man like 
Renneberg. The fictitious epistle of 

B This letter, the fictitious character of 
which is as obvious as that of the forged 
epistle of Orange, is given at length by Bor, 
XV. 211, 212. It is amusing to see the 
gravity with which the historian introduces 
the ridiculous document, evidently without 
eutertaiuing a doubt as to its genuineness. 
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Orange, however, was so often repub- 
lished, and the copies so carefully dis- 
tributed, that the Prince had thought it 
important to add an express repudia- 
tion of its authorship, by way of ap- 
pendix to his famous Apology. He 
took the occasion to say, that if a par- 
ticle of proof could be brought that he 
had written the letter, or any letter 
rdsembling it, he would forthwith leave 
the Netherlands, never to shew his face 
there again.^ 

Notwithstanding this well known 
denial, however, Renneberg thought it 
facetious to send the letter into Steen- 
wyk, where it produced but small 
effect upon the minds of the burghers. 
Meantime, they had received intima- 
tion that succour was on its way. 
Hollow balls containing letterswere shot 
into the town, bringing the welcome 
intelligence that the English colonel, 
John Norris, with six thousand states' 
troops, would soon make his appearance 
for their relief, and the brave Comput 
added his cheerful exhortations to 
heighten the satisfaction thus pro- 
duced. A day or two afterwards, three 
quails wore caught in the public square, 
and the commandant improved the 
oircumstance by many quaint homilies. 
The number three, he observed, was 
tvpicol of the Holy Trinity, which had 
thus como Bymbolically to their relief. 
The Lord had siiHtained the fainting 
Israel itcH with quails. The number 
tlireo indiuated three weeks, within 
which time the promised succour was 
sure to arrive. Accordingly, upon the 
22d of February 15S1, at the expiration 
of the third week, Norris succeeded in 
victualling the town, the merry and 
steadfiist Comput was established as a 
true prophet, and Count Renneberg 
abaiuloned the siege in despair.^ 

The subsequent career of that un- 
happy nobleman was brief. On the 
19th of July his troops were signally 
defeated by Sonoy and Norris, the 
fugitive royalists retreating into Gron- 

TBor, xvi. 239^ ~ 

« Btradrt, 2, iv. 172. Meteren, x. 179. 

Bor, xvi. 238. Hoofd, xvii. 717, 718. 
« Bor, xvi. 276. Hoofd, xviii. 773. Me- 

toron, X. 184. 
* "So verdorret en kleen als een walse 

note. "—Bor, xv? '^'?<*« 
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ingen at the very m<Hiient wlieQ thdr 
general, who had been prevented by 
illness from commanding them, was 
receiving the last aacramentB. Be> 
morse, shame, and diaafipo m tuient had 
literally brought Rennebeig to his 
grave. '' His treason," says a contem- 
porary, "was a nail in his coflSn," and 
on his deathbed he fattteify bemoaned 
his crime. " Groningen ! Gioningen ! 
would that I had never seen thy widls!" 
he cried repeatedly in his last honra. 
He refused to see his sister, whose in- 
sidious counsels had combined with 
his own evil passions to make him a 
traitor; and he died on the 23d of 
July 1581, repentant and salnnianTe.' 
His heart, after his decease;, was f omid 
"shrivelled to the dimensions of a 
walnut,"^ a circumstance attribated 
to poison by some, to remorse by 
others. His regrets, his early death, 
and his many attractive qualities, com- 
bined to save his character from nnir 
versal demmciation, and his name, 
although indelibly stained by treason, 
was ever mentioned with pity rather 
than with rancour.' 

Great changes, destined to be per- 
petual, were steadily preparing in the 
internal condition of the provinces. 
A preliminary measure of an import- 
ant character had been taken early 
this year by the assembly of the 
united provinces held in the month of 
January at Delft. This was the estab- 
lishment of a general executive coundL 
The constitution of the board was 
arranged on the 13th of the month, 
and was embraced in eighteen articles. 
The number of coimcillors was fixed 
at thirty, all to be native Nether- 
landers; a certain proportion to be 
appointed from each province by its 
estates. The advice and consent of 
this body as to treaties with foreign 
powers were to be indispensable, but 
they were not to interfere with the 
rights and duties of the states-general, . 
nor to interpose any obstacle to the 

* His death was attributed by the royal- 
ists to regret at his ill success in accom- 
I>llshiiig the work for which he had received 
so large a price.— MS. letter of Hemn do 
Nebru to Prince of Parma, July 22, 1681, 
Reo. Gron. und Rennebeig, iL t 184, Royal 
Archives, BiTLSsels. 
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arrangements with the Duke of An- 
jou.* 

While this additional machine for 
the self-government of the provinces 
was in the course of creation, the 
Spanish monarch, on the other hand, 
had made another effort to recover 
the authority which he felt slipping 
from his grasp. Philip was in Por- 
tugal, preparing for his coronation 
in that new kingdom — an event 
to be nearly contemporaneous with 
his deposition from the Netherland 
sovweigniy, so solemnly * conferred 
upon mm a quarter of a century be- 
fore in Brussels; but although thus 
distant, he was confident tiiat he 
could more wisely govern the Nether^ 
lands than the inhabitants could do, 
and unwilling as ever to confide in the 
abilities of those to . whom he had 
delegated his authority. Pro-^ded, as 
he unquestionably was at that moment, 
with a more energetic representative 
than any who had before exercised the 
functions of royal governor in the 
provinces, he was still disposed to 
harass, to doubt, and to interfere. 
With the additional cares of the Por- 
tuguese Conquest upon his hands, he 
felt as irresistibly impelled as ever -^ 
superintend the minute details of pro- 
vincial administration. To do this 
was impossible. It was, however, not 
impossible, by attempting to do it, to 
produce much mischief. ''It gives 
me pain," wrote Granvelle, "to see 
his Majesty working as before — choos- 
ing to understand everything and to 
do everything. By this course, as I 
have often said before, he really 
accomplishes much less."* The Bling 
had, moreover, recently committed the 
profound error of sending the Duchess 
Margaret of Parma to the Netherlands 
again. He had the fatuity to believe 
her memory so tenderly cherished in 
the provinces as to ensure a burst of 
loyalty at her reappearance, while the 
irritation which he thus created in the 
breast of her son he afiected to dis- 
regard. The event was what might 
have been foreseen. The Nether- 

> The Constitution of the *' Land Racd " is 
given in full by Bor, xvL 241-243. 
« Archives, etc*, vii 668. 



landers were very moderately excited 
by the arrival of their former regent, 
but the Prince of Parma was furious. 
His mother actually arrived at Namur 
in the month of August 1580, to 
assume the civil administration of the 
provinces,* and he was himself, accord- 
ing to the King's request, to continue 
in the conmiand of the army. Ainy one 
who had known human nature at all/ 
would have recognised that Alexander 
Famese was not the man to be put 
into leading strings. A sovereign 
who was possessed of any administra- 
tive sagacity, would have seen the 
absurdity of taking the reins of govern- 
ment at that crisis from the hands 
of a most determined and eneigetic 
man, to ctmfide them to the keeping 
of a woman. A king who was wiUing 
to reflect upon the consequences of 
his own acts, must have foreseen the 
scandal likely to result from an open 
quarrel for precedence between such 
a mother and son. Margaret of Parma 
was instantly informed, however, by 
Alexander, that a divided authority 
like that proposed was entirely out of 
the questioi^ Both offered to resign ; 
but Alexander was unflinching in his 
determination to retain all the power 
or none. The Duchess, as docile to 
her son after her arrival as she had 
been to the King on undertaking the 
journey, and feeling herself unequal 
to the task imposed upon her, implored 
Philip's permission to withdraw, almost 
as soon as she had reached her desti- 
nationi Granvelle's opinion was like- 
wise opposed to this interference with 
the administration of Alexander, and 
the King at last suffered himself to be 
overruled. By the end of the year 
1581, letters arrived confirming the 
Prince of Parma in his government, 
but requesting the Duchess of Parma 
to remaia privately in the Nether- 
lands. She accordingly continued to 
reside there under an assumed name 
until the autumn of 1583, when she 
was at last permitted to return to 
Italy.* 

During the summer of 1581, the 



8 Wagenaer, vii. 844, 845. Strada, 2, ill. 
156. 
4 Strada, 2, iii. 156-165. Wagenaer, vii. 
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fame ffpint of perseeatioD wbich had 
izkiiyiired the Catholics to inflict inch 
mlinite misery upon those of the Re- \ 
formed faith in the Netherlaikda, be- 
gan to manifest itself m orert acts j 
against the Papists bj those who had | 
at last obtainerl political ascendency 
over them. Erlicts were published in 
Antwerp, in Utrecht, and in different 
xities of Holland, suspending the exer- ' 
else of the Roman worship. These j 
statutes were certainly a long way re- ' 
moyed in horror from those memor- ; 
able placards which sentenced the [ 
Reformers by thousands to the axe, ' 
the cord, and the stake, but it was 
still melancholy to see the persecuted 
becoming persecutors in their turn. 
They were excited to these stringent 
measures by the noisy zeal of certain 
Dominican monks in Brussels, whose 
extravagant discourses^ were daily in- 
flaming the passions of the Catholics 
i/y a dangerous degree. The authori- 
ties of the city accr^rdingly thought it 
necessaiT to suspend, by proclamation, 
the puVmc exercise of the ancient reli- 
gion, assigning, as their principal rea- 
son for this prohibition, |^e shocking 
jugglery by which simple-minded per- 
s^jus were constantly deceived. They 
alluded particularly to the practice of 
working miracles by means of relics, 
pieces of the holy cross, bones of 
saints, and the perspiration of statues. 
They charged that bits of lath were 
daily exhibited as fragments of the 
cross; that the bones of dogs and 
monkeys were held up for adoration 
as those of saints; and that oil was 
poured habitually into holes drilled 
in the heads of statues, that the popu- 
lace might believe in their miraculous 
sweating. For these reasons, and to 
avoid the tumult and possible blood- 
shed to which the disgust excited by 
such charlatanry might give rise, the 
Roman Catholic worship was suspended 
until the countiy should be restored 
to greater tranquillity.' Similar causes 
led i() similar proclamations in other 
cities. The Prince of Orange lamented 



844, 845.— Compare Mctercn, x. 174, who 
j«tfttoii. erronoouMly, that the Duchess retired 
durinjf the year following her arrivaL 
1 Uor, xvi. 2C0. 



DiOA EepMuL [1581. 

the intolerant spirit thus ihswxiig it- 
self among thoee who had been its 
martyrs, bat it was not poenble at 
that moment to keep it aheohitn^y 
under contrbL 

A most important change was nov 
to take place in his cotufitian, a most 
vital measure was to be e u m wiiiun ated 
by the provincea. The step, which 
could never he l e ti a ced waa, after keg 
hesitation, finally taken upon the 26th 
of July 1581, upon wfaxdi day the 
imited provinoea, assembled at ths 
Hague, solenmly declared their inde- 
pendence of I^iilip, and lenoonecd 
their allegianee for ever.' 

This act was accomplished with the 
deliberatioii doe to ita gravity. At 
the same time it left the coontiy ini 
very divided condition. This was ia* 
evitaUe. The Prince had done all 
that one man ooold do to hold ibe 
Netherlands together and mute tiiem 
perpetually into <»ie body politic, and 
perhapsi, if he had been inspired bja 
keener personal ambition, this wk 
might have been accompliiahed. Tbe 
seventeen provinces might have ae> 
cepted his dominion, but they would 
agree to that of no other sovereign. 
Providence had not decreed that tlie 
country, after its long agony, should 
give birth to a single and perfect 
commonwealth. The Walloon pro- 
vinces had already fallen oflT from tiie 
cause, notwithstanding the entreatiei. 
of the Prince. The other Netherlaadi* 
after long and tedious n^otiatun 
with Anjou, had at last consented to 
his supremacy, but from this arrangB* 
ment Holland and 2^ealand held them- 
selves aloof. By a somewhat anomar 
lous proceeding, they sent deputifli 
along with those of the other pro- 
vinces, to the conferences with tha 
Duke, but it was expressly understood 
that they would never accept him at 
sovereign. They were willing to coo- 
tract with him and with their sister 
provinces — over which he was soott 
to exercise authority — a firm and pe^ 
petual league, but as to their own 

> See thfi Proclamation in Bor, xir. S081 
261. 

« Boi*. xvi 276. Metercn, x. 187. Strtd^ 
2, iv. 17S, aqq. 
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chief, their hearts were fixed. The 
Prince of Orange should be their lord 
and master, and none other. It lay 
only in hia self-denying character that 
he had not been clothed with this 
dignity long before. He had, how- 
ever, persisted in the hope that all the 
provinces might be brought to acknow- 
ledge the Duke of Anjou as their sove- 
reign, under conditions which consti- 
tuted a free commonwealth with an 
hereditary chief, and in this hope he 
had constantly refused concession to 
the wishes of the northern provinces. 
He in reality exercised sovereign power 
over nearly the whole population of 
the Netherlands. Already in 1580, 
at the assembly held in April, the 
states of Holl^d had formally re- 
quested him to assume the full sove- 
reignty over them, with ,the title of 
Count ^ of Holland and Zealand for- 
feited by Philip. He had not con- 
8e9ted, and the proceedings had been 
kept comparatively secret. As the 
n^^tiations with Anjou advanced, 
and as the corresponding abjuration 
of Philip was more decisively indi- 
cated^ the consent of the Prmce to 
this request was more warmly urged. 
As it was evident that the provinces, 
thus bent upon placing him at their 
head, could by no possibility be in- 
duced to accept the sovereignty of 
Anjou — as, moreover, the act of re- 
nunciation of Philip could no longer 
be deferred, the Prince of Orange re- 
luctantly and provisionally accepted 
the supreme power over Holland and 
Zealand. This arrangement was finally 
aooomplished upon the 24th of July 
1581,* and the act of abjuration took 
place two days afterwards. The offer 
id the sovereignty over the other united 
provinces had been accepted by Anjou 
six months before. 

Thus, the Netherlands were divided 
into three portions — the reconciled 
j«tiYinces, the imited provinces under 
Anjou, and the northern provinces 
under Orange ; the last division form- 

1 Groen v. Prinst., ArcWvea, etc., vii. 307. 
Klnit, HoU. Staatsreg., i. 808, and note 42. 
Cofrraspondexice between Prince of Orange 
and States of Holland, in Bor, xv. 182, sqq., 
180». particularly. > Bor, zv. 185, 18(f. 



ing the germ, already nearly developed, 
of the coming republic. The consti- 
tution, or catalogue of conditions, by 
which the sovereignty accorded to 
Anjou was reduced to such narrow • 
limits as to be little more than a 
nominal authority; while the power 
remained in the hands of the repre- 
sentative body of the "provinces, will 
be described, somewhat later, together 
with the inauguration of the Duke. 
For the present it is necessary that 
the reader should fully imderstand 
the relative position of the Prince 
and of the northern provinces. The 
memorable act of renunciation — ^the 
Netherland declaration of independ- 
ence — will then be briefly explained. 

On the 29th of March 1580, a 
resolution passed the assembly of 
Holland and 2iealand never to make 
peace or enter into any negotiations 
with the King of Spain on the basis 
of his sovereignty. The same resolu- 
tion provided that his name — hitherto 
used in aU public acts — should be for 
ever discarded, that his seal should be 
broken, and that the name and seal of 
the Prince of Orange should be sub- 
stituted in all commissions and public 
docimients. At almost the same time 
the states of Utrecht passed a similar 
resolution. These offers were, how- 
ever, not accepted, and the affair was 
preserved profoundly secret.'* On the 
5th of July 1581, "the knights, 
nobles, and cities of Holland and Zea- 
land," agsdn, in an urgent and solemn 
manner, requested the Prince to accept 
the " entire authority as sovereign and 
chief of the land, as long as the war 
shotdd contimie."* This limitation as 
to time was inserted most reluctantly 
by the states, and because it was per- 
fectly well understood that without it 
the Prince would not accept the sove- 
reignty at all.' The act by which this 
dignity was offered, conferred full 
power to command all forces by land 
and sea, to appoint all military officers, 
and to ccmduct all warlike operations, 

« Bor, XV. 181, 182. 

* Ibid., XV. 184, 185. 

* Ibid. — Compare Kluit, HoU. Slaatsrefr., 
1. 213, Bqq ; Qroeu v. Prinst., Archives, vii. 
30i-d09. 
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without the control or advice of any 
person whatsoever. It authorised him, 
with consent of the states, to appoint 
all financial and judicial officers, created 
him the supreme executive chief, and 
fountain of justice and pardon> and 
directed him ''to maintain the exer- 
cise only of the Reformed evangelical 
religion, without, however, permitting 
that inquiries should be made into any 
man's belief or conscience, or that any 
injury or hindrance should be offered 
to any man on account of his re- 
ligion/' i 

The sovereignty thus pressingly 
offered, and thus limited as to time, 
was finally accepted by William of 
Orange, according to a formal act 
dated at the Hague, 5th of July 
1681,* but it will be perceived that 
no powers were conferred by this new 
instrument beyond those already exer- 
cised by the Prince. It was, as it 
were, a formal continuance of the 
functions which he had exercised since 
1676 as the King's stadholder, accord- 
ing to his old commission of 1566, 
although a vast difference existed in 
reality. The King's name was now 
discarded and his sovereignty dis- 
owned, while the proscribed rebel 
stood in his place, exercising supreme 
functions, not vicariously, but in his 
own name. The limitation as to time 
was, moreover, soon afterwards secretly, 
and without the knowledge of Orangef 
cancelled hy the states.^ They were 
determined that the Prince should be 
their sovereign — if they could make 
him so — for the term of his life. 

The offer having thus been made 
and accepted upon the 6th of July, 
oaths of allegiance and fidelity were 
exchanged between the Prince and the 
estates upon the 24th of the same 
month. In these solemnities, the 
states, as representing the provinces, 
declared that because the King of 
Spain, contrary to his oath as Coimt 
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of Holland and Zealand, had not only 
not protected these provinces, but had 
sought with all' his might to reduce 
them to eternal slavery, it had been 
found necessary to forsake him. They 
therefore proclaimed every inhabitant 
absolved from allegiance, while at the 
same time, in the name of the popu* 
lation, they swore fidelity to the Mnce 
of Orange, as representing the supreme 
authority.* 

Two days affcerwards, upon the 26th 
of July 1681, the memorable declara- 
tion of independence was issued by 
the deputies of the united provinces, 
then solemnly assembled at the Hague. 
It was called the Act of Abjuration.' 
It deposed Philip from his sovereignty, 
but was not the proclamation of ft new 
form of government, for the united 
provinces were not ready to dispense 
with an hereditary chief. Unluckily, 
they had already provided themselves 
with a very bad one to succeed Philip 
in the dominion over most of their 
territory, while the northern provinces 
were fortunate enough and wise enough 
to take the Father of the country for 
their supreme magistrate. 

The document by which the pro- 
vinces renounced their allegiance was 
not the most felicitous of their state 
papers. It was too prolix and techni- 
cal. Its style had more of the formal 
phraseology of legal documents than 
befitted this great appeal to the whole 
world and to all time. Nevertheless, 
this is but matter of taste. The Ne- 
therlanders were so eminently a law- 
abiding people, that, like the American 
patriots of the eighteenth century, they 
on most occasions preferred pimctilious 
precision to florid declamation. They 
chose to conduct their revolt according 
to law. At the same time, while thus 
decently wrapping herself in conven- 
tional garments, the spirit of Liberty 
revealed none the less her majestic 
proportions. 



1 Bor, XT. 183, 184. 
8 Kluit, i. 213, 214. 
* Bor, XV. 185, 186. 



2 Ibid. 



5 The document is given in full by Bor, 
xvi. 276-280, by Meteren, x. 187-190. The 
nature and cousequeiicea of the measure a) e 



tional historian of Holland, in a masterly 
manner (x. Hoofdt, vol. i. 198-2801 See 
also Wagenaer, vii. 891. — Comj)are Btrada, 
who introduces his account of the abjura- 
tion with sepulchral solemnity : *♦ Jam niihi 
dicendum est facinus, cujus a oommemora- 
tione, quasi abhorrente animo, hactenufl 



commented upon by Kluit» the constitu- suporsedi," ptc.— Bell, Bolg., 2, iv. 178, sqq. 
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At the vexT outset of the Abjura- 
tion, these {atners of the Republic laid 
down wholesome truths, which at that 
time seemed startling blasphemies in 
theears of Christendom. "All mankind 
know/' said the preamble, "that a 
prince is appointed by God to cherish 
his subjects, even as a shepherd to 
guard his sheep. When, therefore, 
tiie prince does not fulfil his duty as 
protector; when he oppresses his sub- 
jects, destroys their ancient liberties, 
and treats them as slaves, he is to be 
considered, not a prince, but a tyrant. 
As such, the estates of the land may 
lawfully and reasonably depose him, 
and ele^ another in his room." ^ 

Having enunciated these maxims, 
the estates proceeded to apply them 
to their own case, and oertunly never 
was an ampler justification for re- 
nouncing a prince since princes were 
first instituted. The states ran through 
the history of the past quarter of a 
century, patientiy accumulating a load 
of charges against the monarch, a tithe 
of which would have furnished cause 
for his dethronement. Without pas- 
sion or exaggeration, they told the 
world their wronga The picture was 
not highly colour^ On the contrary, 
it was rather a feeble than a striking 
portrait of the monstrous iniquity 
which had so long been established 
over them. Nevertheless, they went 
through the narrative conscientiously 
and eamestiy. They spoke of the 
King's early determination to govern 
the Netherlands, not by natives but 
by Spaniards; to treat them not as 
constitutional countries, but as con- 
quered provinces ; to regard the inha- 
bitants not as liege subjects, but as 
enemies; above all, to supersede their 
ancient liberty by the Spanish Inquisi- 
ti(m, and they alluded to the first great 
step in this scheme — ^the creation of 
the new bishoprics, each with its stafif 
of inquisitors.^ 

They noticed the memorable Peti- 

l Act of Abjuration. 

* •* ea door do voorsz Canoniken do 

Spaenae Inquisitie ingebrocht do wolko in 
diese altijt so Bchrickelijk eu odious als de 
u^terate slavemyo," etc. — Act of Abjura- 

•tion, 

* ** Ook onder de wreetste en tyrannigste 



Style of the Ahfuration. 



397 



tion, the mission of Berghen and Mon« 
tigny, their imprisonment and taking 
off, in violation of all national law, 
even that which had ever been held 
sacred by the most cruel and tyrannical 
princes.* They sketched the history 
of Alva's administration; his entrap- 
ping the most eminent nobles by false 
promises, and delivering them to the 
executioner; his countless sentences 
of death, outiawry, and confiscation; 
his erection of citadels to curb, his 
imposition of the tenth and twentieth 
penny to exhaust the land ; his Blood- 
Council and its achievements; and 
the immeasurable woe produced by 
hanging, burning, banishing, and plun-r 
dering, during his seven years of resi- 
dence. They adverted to the Grand 
Commander, as having been sent, not 
to improve the condition of the country^ 
but to pursue the same course of 
tyranny by more concealed ways. 
They spoke of the horrible mutiny 
which broke forth at his death; of the 
Antwerp Fury ; of the express appro- 
bation rendered to that great outrage 
by the King, who had not only praised 
the crime, but promised to recompense 
the criminals. They alluded to Don 
John of Austria and his duplicity ; to 
his pretended confirmation of the Ghent 
treaty; to his attempts to divide the 
coimtry against itself; to the Escovedo 
policy ; to the intrigues with the Ger» 
man regiments. They touched upon 
the Cologne negotiations, and the 
fruitless attempt of the patriots upon 
that occasion to procure freedom of 
religion, while the object of the royal- 
ists was only to distract and divide the 
nation. Finally, they commented with 
sorrow and despair upon that last and 
crowning measure of tyranny — the ban 
against the Prince of Orange. 

They calmly obseryed, after this 
recital, that they were sufficientiy 
justified in forsaking a sovereign who 
for more than twenty years had for- 
saken them.^ Obeying the law of 

Princeu altijd onvorbrekelyik onderhou- 
den.** — Ibid. 

* •* te meer dat in al sulken desordre 

en overlaet de Landen bet dan 20 jaren van 
haren Coning sijn vevlaten guweest," etc.-— 
Act of Abjuration. 
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nature — desirotis of maintamiiig the 
rights, charters, and liberties of their 
fatherlands-determined to escape from 
slavery to Spaniards — ^and making 
known their decision to the world, 
they declared the King of Spain de- 
posed from his sovereignty, and pro- 
claimed that they should recognise 
thenceforth neither his title nor juris- 
diction. Three days afterwards, on 
the 29th of July, the assembly adopted 
a formula, by which all persons were 
to be required to signify their abjura- 
tion.1 

Such were the forms by which the 
imited provinces threw off their allegi- 
ance to Spain, and ipso fcLCto establii^- 
ed a republic, which was to flourish 
for two centuries. This result, how- 
ever, was not exactly foreseen by the 
congress which deposed Philip. The 
fathers of the conmionwealth did not 
baptize it by the name of Bepablic. 
They did not contemplate a change in 
their form of government. They had 
neither an aristocracy nor a democracy 
in their thoughts.^ Like the actors in 
our own great national drama, these 
Netherland patriots w^e struggling 
to sustain, not to overthrow; unlike 
them, they claimed no theoretical free- 
dom for humanity — promulgated no 
doctrine of popular sovereignty : they 
insisted merely on the fulfilment of 
actual contracts, signed, sealed, and 
sworn to by many successive sove- 
reigns. Acting upon the principle 
that government should be for the 
benefit of the governed, and in confor- 
mity to the dictates of reason and 
justice, they examined the facts by 
those Divine lights, and discovered 
cause to discard their ruler. They did 
not object to being ruled. They were 
satisfied with their historical institu- 
tions, and preferred the mixture of 
hereditary sovereignty with popular 
representation, to which they were ac- 
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costomed. They did not devise an d 
prwri constitution. Philip having vio- 
lated the law of reason and the statutes 
of the land, was deposed, and a new 
chief magistrate was to be elected in 
his stead. This was popular sove- 
reignty in fact, but not in words. The 
deposition and election could be l^ally 
justified only by the inherent right of 
the people to depose and to elect; yet 
the provinces, in their Declaration of 
Independence, spoke of the Divine 
right of kings, even while dethroning, 
by popular right, their own King ! 

So also, in the instructions given by 
the states to their envoys charged to 
justify the abjuration before the Im- 
perial diet held at Augsburg,' twelve 
months later, the highest ground was 
claimed for ^e popular right to elect 
or depose the sovereign, while at the 
same time, kings were spoken of as 
" appointed by (Jod.** It is true that 
they were described, in the same dause, 
as "chosen by the people" — which 
was, perhaps, as exact a concurrence in 
the maxim of Vox popvU, vox Dei, as 
the boldest democrat of l^e day could 
demand. In truth, a more democratic 
course would have defeated ita own 
ends. The murderous and mischievous 
pranks of Imbize, Ryhove, and such 
demagogues, at Ghent and elsewhere, 
with their wild theories of what they 
called Grecian, Roman, and Helvetian 
republicanism, had inflicted damage 
enough on the cause of freedom, and 
had paved the road for the return of 
royal despotism. Tha senators assem- 
bled at the Hague gave more moderate 
instructions to their ddegates at Augs* 
burg. They were to place the King's 
tenure upon contract — not an implied 
one, but a contract as literal as the 
lease of a farm. The house of Austria^ 
they were to maintain, had come into 
the possession of the sev^iteen Nethei^ 
lands upon certain express conditions. 



1 Bor, xvi. 280.— It ran as follows: "I 
solemnly swear that I will henceforward not 
respect, nor obey, nor recognise the King of 
Spain as my prince and master ; but that I 
renounce tne King of Spain, and abjure the 
allegfanco by which I may have formerly 
been bound to him. At the same time I 
swear fidelity to the United Netherlands— to 
yfit, the provinces of Brabant» Flaudeva^ 



QueMres, Holland, Zealand, etc., etc., and 
also to the national councU established by | 
the estates of these provinces ; and promise i 
my assistance acconling to the best of my < 
abilities against the King of Spain and his ! 
adherents." 

a Kluit, i. 199. 

s The instructions are given in Bor, xviL \ 



1581.] 

and with the tmderstanding that its 
poaseesion was to cease with the first 
condition broken. It was a question 
of law and fact, not of royal or popu- 
lar rights They were to take the 
ground, not only that the contract had 
been violated, but that the foundation 
of perpetual justice upon which it 
rested, had likewise been undermined. 
It was time to vindicate both written 
charters and general principles. " €hd 
hfu ffiven aJbaolute power to no mortal 
man" said Saint Aldegonde, "to do his 
own will against all laios and aUreason.'*^ 
''The contracts which the King has 
broken are no pedantic fantasies/' said 
the estates, "but laws planted by na- 
ture in the universal heart of mankind, 
and expressly acquiesced in by prince 
and people."^ AU men, at least, who 
speak the English tongue, will accept 
the oondusion of the provinces, that 
when laws which protected the citizen 
against arbitrary imprisonment and 
guaranteed him a trial in his own pro- 
vince — which forbade the appointment 
of foreigners to high office — which se- 
cured the property of the citizen from 
tazationy except by the representative 
body — ^which forbade intermeddling 
on the part of the sovereign with 
the conscience of the subject in re- 
ligious matters — ^when such laws had 
been subverted by blood-tribimals, 
where drowsy judges sentenced thou- 
Bands to stake and scaffold without a 
hearing — ^by ezcommiinication, confis- 
eation, baxushment — ^by hanging, be- 
heading, burning, to such enormous 
extent and with such terrible mono- 
tony that the executioner's sword came 
to be looked upon as the only symbol 
of justice— then surely it might be 
said, without exaggeration, that the 
complaints of the Netherlanders were 
^oo pedantic fantasies," and that the 
1 ceased to perform his funo- 
> dispenser of God's justice. 



^ ArchiveB et Ckorreispondance, vii. 277. 

s luBtmetions to the envoys, etc. ; apud 
Bor, 8, xviL 824-827. 

* Truuncfcions between the envoys of the 
Btatoe general and the Duke of Anjou. — Bor, 
8. xviL 804-807. So also in the remarkable 
tkrcalar addressed in the year 1683 (May 6) 
\fy the States of Holland to those of Utrecht 
and other provinces, the same intolerable 
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The Netherlanders dealt with facts. 
They possessed a body of laws, monu- 
ments of their national progress, by 
which as good a share of individual 
liberty was secured to the citizen as 
was then enjoyed in any country of 
the world. Their institutions admit- 
ted of great improvement, no doubt; 
but it was natural that a people so 
circuBCLstanced should be unwilling to 
exchange their condition for the vas- 
salage ot " Moors or Indians.'' 

At the same time it may be doubted 
whether the instinct for political free- 
dom only would have sustained them 
in the long contest, and whether the 
bonds which united them to the Span- 
ish Crown would have been broken, 
had it not been for the stronger pas- 
sion for religious liberty, by which so 
large a portion of the people was ani- 
mated. Boldly as the imited states of 
the Netherlands laid down their poli- 
tical maxima, the quarrel might per- 
haps have been healed if the religious 
question had admitted of a peaceable 
solution. Philip's bigotry amounting 
to frenzy, and the Netherlanders of 
"the religion" being willing, in their 
own words, "to die the death" rather 
than abandon the Reformed faith, - 
there was upon this point no longer 
room for hope. In the act of abjura- 
tion, however, it was thought neces- 
sary to give ofifence to no class of the 
inhabitants, but to lay down such 
principles only as enlightened Catho- 
lics would not oppose. All parties ab- 
horred the Inquisition, and hatred to 
that institution is ever prominent 
among the causes assigned for the de- 
position of the monarch. "Under 
pretence of maintaining the Roman 
religion," said the estates, "the King 
has sought by evil means to bring into 
operation the whole strength of the 
placards and of the Inquisition — the 
first and true cavse of aU our miseries"' 

grievance is described in the strongest lan- 
guage. "Under pretext of the new bishop- 
rics," say the estates, "the Inquisition and 
Council of Trent have been established. 
Thus the Spaniards and their adherents 
have been empowered to accuse all persons 
who are known to be not of their humour, 
to bring them into the snares of the Inquisi- 
tion, and to rob them of life, honour, and 
property."— Bor, 8, xv. 188. 
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Without making any assault upon 
the Roman Catholic faith, the authors 
of the great act by which Philip was 
for ever expelled from the Netherlands 
shewed plainly enough that religious 
persecution had driven them at last to 
extremity. At the same time, they 
were willing— for the sake of conciliat- 
ing all classes of their countrymen — to 
bring the political causes of discontent 
into the foreground, and to use dis- 
creet language upon the religious 
question.^ 

Such, then, being the spirit which 
prompted the provinces upon this 
great occasion, it may be a^ed who 
were the men who signed a document 
of such importance ? In whose name 
and by what authority did they act 
against the sovereign ? The signers of 
the declaration of independence acted 
in the name and by the authority of 
the Netherland people. The estates 
were the constitutional representatives 
of that people. The statesmen of that 
day discovering, upon cold analysis of 
facts, that Philip's sovereignty was 
legally forfeited, formally proclaimed 
that forfeiture. Then inquiring what 
had become of the sovereignty, they 
found it not in the mass of the people, 
but in the representative body, which 
actually personated the people. The 
estates of the different provinces — 
consisting of the knights, nobles, and 
burgesses of each — sent, accordingly, 
their deputies to the general assembly 
at the Hague, and by this congress the 
decree of abjuration was issued. It 
did not occur to any one to summon 
the people in their primary assemblies, 
nor would the people of that day have 
comprehended the objects of such a 
summons. They were accustomed to 
the action of the estates, and those 
bodies represented as large a number 
of political capacities as could be ex- 
pected of assemblies chosen then upon 
general principles. The hour had not 
arrived for more profound analysis of 
the social compact. Philip was ac- 
cordingly deposed justly, legally, for- 
mally — justly, because it had become 
necessary to abjure a monarch who 



DutA Sepublie. [1581. 

was detennined not only to oppress 
but to extenninate his people; legally, 
because he had habitually violated the 
constitutions which he had sworn to 
support; formally, because the act 
was done in the name of the people, 
by the body historically representing 
the people. 

What, then, was the condition of 
the nation, after this great step had 
bem taken? It stood, as it were, with 
its sovereignty in its hand, dividing it 
into two portions, and offering it, £as 
separated, to two distinct individuals. 
The sovereignty of Holland and Zea- 
land had been reluctantly accepted by 
Orange. The sovereignty of the united 
provinces had been offered to Anjou, 
but the terms of agreement with ihaM 
Duke had not yet been ratified. The 
movement was therefore triple, con- 
sisting of an abjuration and of two 
separate elections of hereditary chiefs; 
these two elections being accomj^iahed 
in the same manner, by the representa- 
tive bodies respectively oi the united 
provinces, and of Hollioid and Zealand. 
Neither the abjuration nor the eleo* 
tions were acted upon beforehand by 
the communities, the train-bands, or 
the guilds of the cities — aU represent- 
ed, in fact, by the magistrates and 
councils of each; nor by the peasantry 
of the open country — all supposed to 
be represented by the knights and 
nobles. All classes of individuals, 
however, arranged in various political 
or military combinations, gave tiieir 
acquiescence afterwards, together with 
their oaths of allegiance. The people 
approved the important steps taken by 
their representatives.^ 

Without a direct intention on the 
part of the people or its leaders to 
establish a republic, the Republic esta- 
blished itself. Providence did not 
permit the whole country, so full of 
wealth, intelligence, healthy poUtioal 
action — so stocked with powerful cities 
and an energetic population, to be 
combined into one free and prosperous 
commonwealth. The factious ambition 
of a few grandees, the cynical venality 
of many nobles, the frenzy of the 



1 Groon v. Prinst., Archives, vii. 686. 
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Ghent democracy, the spirit of religious 
intolerance, the consummate military 
and political genius of Alexander 
Famese, the exaggerated self-abnega- 
tion and the tragic fate of Orange, all 
united to dissever this group of flour- 
ishing and kindred provinces. 

The want of personal ambition on 
the part of William the Silent inflicted 
perhaps a seriods damage up<m his 
country. He believed a single chief 
requisite for the united states; he 
might have been, but always refused 
to become that chief; and yet he has 
been held up for centuries by many 
writers as a conspirator and a seli- 
seeking intriguer. " It seems to me," 
said he, with equal pathos and truth, 
upon one occasion, "that I was bom 
in this bad planet that all which I do 
might be misinterpreted."^ The peo- 
ple worshipped him, and there was 
many an occasion when his election 
would have been carried with enthu- 
siasm.* "These provinces," said John 
of Nassau, "are coming very unwill- 
ingly into the arrangement with the 
Duke of Alenjon. The majority feel 
much more inclined to elect the Prince, 
Vfho is daily, and vrUhout intermission, 
imphred to give his consent. His Grace, 
however, will in no wise agree to this; 
not because he. fears the consequences, 
sach as loss of property or increased 
danger, for therein he is plunged as 
deeply as he ever could be ; — on the 
contrary, if he considered only the in- 
terests of his race and the grandeur of 
his house, he could expect nothing but 
increase of honour, gold, and gear, with 
all other prosperity. He refuses only 
on this account — that it may not he 
ikwght that, instead of reliffiom free- 
dom for the country, he has been seeking 
a kingdom for himself and his ovm 
j^rivaU (ulwmcement. Moreover, he 

1 Archives et Corresp., vli. S87. 

« Bar, xix. 455i>.~Compare Vand.yynckt» 

at 7a. 

» AzoMves, eto., vxL 8S2, 388. 

* Ibid., vli; 689. 

* Bar, xvi. 282. Meteren, x. 190. Wa- 
ganaar, vlL 414, 416. 

* He is, however, aooused by Meteren of 



401 



believes that the connexion with 
France will be of more benefit to the 
country and to Christianity than if a 
peace should be made with Spain, or 
than if he should himself accept the 
sovereignty, as he is desired to do."^ 

The unfortunate negotiations with 
Anjou, to which no man was more 
opposed than Count John, proceeded 
therefore. In the meantime, the sove- 
reignty over the imited provinces was 
provisionally held by the national 
council, and, at the urgent solicitation 
of the states-general, by the Prince.* 
The Archduke Matthias, whose func- 
tions were most imceremoniously 
brought to an end by the transactions 
which we have been recording, took 
his leave of the states, and departed 
in the month of October.* Brought 
to the country a beardless boy, by the 
intrigues * of a faction who wished to 
use him as a tool against William of 
Orange, he had quietly submitted, on 
the contrary, to serve as the instru- 
ment of that great statesman. His 
personality during his residence was 
null; and he had to expiate, by many 
a petty mortification, by many a 
bitter tear, the boyish ambition which 
brought him to the Netherlands. He 
had certainly had ample leisure to 
repent the haste with which he had 
got out of his warm bed in Vienna to 
take his bootless journey to Brussels. 
Nevertheless, in a country where so 
much baseness, cruelty, and treachery 
was "habitually practised by men of 
high position, as was the case in the 
Netherlands, it is something in favour 
of Matthias that he had not been base, 
or cruel, or treacherous.* The states 
voted him, on his departure, a pension 
of fifty thousand guldens annually,' 
which was probably not paid with 
exemplary regularity.^ 



having entered afc last into secret intrigues 
with the King of Spain against William of 
Orange.— -NederL Higt., x. 190«. • Hoofd re^ 
peata the story.— Nederl. Hist., xviii. 779. 
Wagenaer discredits it : vii. 414. 

7 Bor. xvi. 282. Meteren, Hoofd, Wage* 
Baer, ubi sup. 

8 Wagenaer, vii 414, 416. Groe&v. Frinst. 
Archives, vii. 688. 
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Thts it was arranged that, for the 
present, at least, the Prince should 
exercise sovereignty over Holland and 
Zealand; although he had himself 
used his utmost exertions to induce 
those provinces to join the rest of the 
United Netherlands in the proposed 
election of Anjou.^ This, however, 
they sternly refused to do. There 
was also a great disinclination felt by 
many in the other states to this ha- 
*zardous offer of their allegiance,' and 
it was the personal influence of Orange 
that eventuaUy carried the measure 
through. Looking at the positiqp of 
affairs and at the character of Anjou, 
as they appear to us now, it seems 
difficult to account for the Prince's 
policy. It is so natural to judge only 
by the result, that we are ready to 
censure statesmen for consequences 
which beforehand might seem utterly 
incredible, and for reading falsely 
human characters whose entire de- 
velopment only a late posterity has 
had full opportimity to appreciate.^ 

» Bor, xiv. 183. 

2 See, in particular, two papers firom the 
hand of Count John upon the subject. Ar- 
chives et Corrcspondauce, vii. 48-51, and 
162-1C5. 

■ Saint Aldegonde, for instance, wrote 
from Paris to an intimate friend, that after 
a convorHation with Anjou of an hour and a 
halfs duration, he bad formed the very 
bigliest estimate of his talents and charac- 
ter. He praised to the skies the elegance 
of his ninn)iers, the liveliness of his mind, 
his remarkable sincerity— in which Jast gifts 
ho Ko jiarticulnrly resembled the Nether- 
landers tliorasolvos. Above all, he extolled 
the Duko's oxtroine desire to effect the libe- 
ration of the provinces. He added, that if 
tlie opportunity should be let slip of secur- 
Injf nucha prince, "posterity would regret 
It with bitter tears for a thousand years to 
come."— Uoofd, xviL 786. The opinion ex- 



Still, one would think that Anjou had 
been sufficiently known to inspire diB- 
' trust. 

I There was but little, too, in the 
I aspect of the French court to encour- 
^ age hopes of valuable assistance from 
I that quarter. It was urged, not with- 
j out reason, that the French were as 
I likely to become as dangerous as the 
! Spamards; that they would prove 
nearei* and more troublesome masters; 
I that France intended the incorporation 
I of the Netherlands into her own king- 
dom ; that the provinces would there- 
fore be dispersed for ever from tlie 
Qerman Empire; and that it was as 
well to hold to the tyrant under whom 
they had been bom, as to give them- 
selves volimtarily to another of their 
own making.^ In short, it was main- 
tained, in homely Isoiguage, that 
" France and Spain were both under 
one coverlid."* It might have been 
added that only extreme misery could 
make the provinces take either bed- 
fellow. Moreover, it was asserted, 

, pressed by Henry the Fourth to Sully is 
, worth placing in juxtaposition with this ex- 
travagant emogium of Mamix : *' H me 
trompera bien s'il ne trompe tous ceux qui 
I se fieront en luy, et surtout s'il aime jamais 
ceux de la Religion, ny leur fait aucuns ad- 
vantages ; car je scay pour lui avoir ouy dire . 
I plus d'une fois, quHl Us hait comme U diabU 
: dans son c€eur, et puis il a le cceur si double 
et si malin, a le courage si lasche, le corps si 
mal basty, et est tant inhabile it toutes sortes 
de vertueux exercices, que je ne mo s^au- 
rois persuader qu'il fasse jamais rien ne 
gdn6reux." — Mem. de Sully, i. 102. — Com- 
' pare Groeu v. Frinsterer, Archives, etc., vii. 
4-18. 

I * "Incommoda et commoda," etc^Ar* 
chives et Correspondance, vii 48. 

» *'DaszFranckreichundSpanienmitein- 
I ander under einer decke liegen."— Ibid. * 
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with reason, that Anjou would be a he might find it? 
very expensive master, for his luxuri- 
ous and extravagant habits were notori- 
ous — that he was a man in whom no 
confidence could be placed, and one 
who would grasp at arbitrary power 
by any means which might present 
themselves.^ Above all, it was urged 
that he was not of the true religion, 
that he hated the professors of that 
faith in his heart, and that it was 
extremely unwise for men whose dear- 
est interests were their religious ones, 
to elect a sovereign of opposite creed 
to their own. To these plausible views 
the Prince of Orange and those who 
acted with him, hsid, however, suffi- 
cient answers. The Netherlands had 
waited long enough for assistance from 
other quarters. Geiinany would not 
lift a finger in the cause ; on the con- 
trary, the whole of Germany, whether 
Protestant or Catholic, was either 
openly or covertly hostile. It was 
madness to wait till assistance came 
to them from unseen sources. It was 
time for them to assist themselves, 
and to take the best they could get ; 
for when men were starving they could 
not afford to be dainty. They might 
be bound hand and foot, they might 
be overwhelmed a thousand times 
before they would receive succour 
from Germany, or from any land but 
France. Under the circimistances in 
which they found themselves, hope 
delayed was but a cold and meagre 
consolation.' 

"To speak plainly," said Orange, 
"asking us to wait is very much as if 
you should keep a man three days 
without any food in the expectation of 
a magnificent banquet, should persuade 
him to refuse bread, and at the end of 
three days should tell him that the 
banquet was not ready, but that a still 
better one was in preparation. Would 
it not be better, then,, that the poor 
man, to avoid starvation, should wait 
no longer^ but accept bread wherever 



1 Arcbives, etc, vii. 48^ 

s '*Uiie froide et bien maigre consolar 
tion.** — Archives, viL 240. 

» Archives, eta, vii. 240 and 285; Letter 
to lazarus Schwendi. 
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Such is our case at 
present." • 

It was in this vein that he ever wrote 
and spoke. The Netherlands were to 
rely upon their own exertions, and to 
procure the best alliance, together with 
the most efficient protection possible. 
They were not strong enough to cope 
single-handed with their powerfiil 
tyrant, but they were strong enough 
if they used the instruments which 
Heaven offered. It was not trusting 
but tempting Providence* to wait su- 
pinely, instead of grasping boldly at 
the means of rescue within reach. It 
became the character of brave men to 
act, not to expect. " Otherwise," said 
the Prince, " we may climb to the tops 
of trees, like the Anabaptists of Mun- 
ster, and expect God's assistance to 
drop from the clouds."* It is only 
by listening to these ailments so 
often repeated, that we can compre- 
hend the policy of Orange at thi»» 
period. " God has said that he would 
furnish the ravens with food, and the 
lions with thejr prey," said he ; " but 
the birds and the lions do not, there» 
fore, sit in their nests and their lairs 
waiting for their food to descend from 
heaven, but they seek it where it is to 
be found.''* So also, at a later day, 
when events seemed to have justified 
the distrust so generally felt in Anjou, 
the Prince, nevertheless, held similar 
language. "I do not," said he, "ca* 
lumniate those who tell us to put our 
trust in God. That is my opinion also. 
But it is trusting God to use the means 
which He places in our hands, and to 
ask that His blessings may come upon 
them."« 

There was a feeling entertained by 
the more sanguine that the French 
King would heartily assist the Nether- 
lands, after his- brother should be 
fairly installed. He had expressly 
written to that effect, assuring Anjou 
that he would help him with all his 
strength, and would enter into close 



* Archives,, etc., vii 676. 

6 Letter to Count John, Archives eb 
Corresp., vii. 576. 

• Letter to States-general, apud Bor, xvii. 
849-S54 (one of the noblest State papers that 
«ver came froia his LazKl), 
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alliance with those Xetheriaiids which 
ebo^^d accept him as prince and sore- 
reign.^ In another and more priTxte 
letter to the Duke, the King promiaed 
to aaast his brother, ^ eren to his last 
shirt.'** There is no dcmbt thai it was 
the policy of the ulitfiuwu of France 
to a8«st the Xetheriands, while the 
"^ mif/rkOHS* cd the worthless King were 
of a contrary opinion. Xanj of them 
were secret partLsans of ^ain, and 
found it more agreeable to receiTe the 
secret pay of Philip than to assist his 
revolt^ prorinces. They found it easy 
to excite the jealousy of the monardi 
agaiuBt his brother — a passion whidi 
proved more effective than the more 
lofty ambitiom of annexing the Low 
Countries, according to the secret 
promptings of many French politi- 
dana.' Aa for the Queen Mother, she 
was fierce in her determination to see 
fulfilled in this way the &mous predie- 
•tion of Xoetradamu& Three of her 
sons had successively worn the crown 
of France. That she might be '*the 
mother of four kings,** wiUiout laying 
a third child in Uie ibmb, she was 
greedy for this proffered sovereignty 
to her youngest and favourite son. 
This well-known desire of Catharine 
de Medici was duly insisted upon by 
the advocates of the election ; for her 
influence, it was urged, would bring 
the whole power of France to support 
the Netherlands.* 

At aiiy rate, France could not be 
worse — could hardly be so bad — as 
their present tyranny. '* Better the 
government of the Graid, though sus- 
pect and dangerous," said Everard 
Reyd, "than the truculent dominion 
of the Spaniard Even thus will the 
partridge fly to the hand of man, to 
escape the talons of the hawk." ^ As 
for the individual character of Anjou, 
proper m^ans would be taken, urged 
the advocates of his sovereignty, to 
keep him in check, for it was intended 



1 The letter dated Bloia, Dec. 26, 1580, is 
given by Hoofd, xviii. 764. According to 
Luplessis Momay, the Duke had, how* 
ever, been expressly instructed by bis royal 
brother to w.tbdraw the letter as soon as 
the deputies had seen it. He was always 
commaudod never to importune his Maiosty 
on the subject.— V.Box:piet» FhilippeU. et 



j BO doady to limit the powreonferred 
• upon hnn, diat it would be only 
I Bopreme m name. Tlko Netheriands 
I were to be, in leaHty, a rqmblic, of 
which Anjoa was to be a kind of 
Itahaa or Frisian podesta. "The 
Doke is not to act aceo idia g to his 
ideaBore," said one of the negotiators, 
in a private letter to CooniJehn; '*we 
shall take care to proride a good muxzle 
for hinL*** How eonscientioQsly the 
^mazsle" was prepared, will appear 
from the articles by widdi the states 
soon afterwards accepted the new sove- 
reign. Pow basely he contrived to 
slip the nuuoda — in what cruel and 
cowazdly fashion he bathed his fanga 
in the blood of the flock committed to 
him, will also but too soon aj^pear. 

As for the i^igioua objection to 
Anjou, on whidi more stress was laid 
thaji upon any oth^ , the answo* was 
equally ready. Orange professed him- 
adf ''not thec^cgian enough" to go 
into the subtleties brought forward. 
As it was intended to estal^ish most 
firmly a religioaa peace, with entire 
tolerance for all creeds, he did not 
think it absolut^y essential to require 
a prince of the Reformed faith. It 
was bigotry to dictate to the sovereign, 
wh^i full liberty in religious matters 
was claimed for the subject Orange 
was known to be a zealous professor of 
the RefcHrmed worship himself; but 
he did not therefore reject political 
assistance, even though afforded by a 
not very enthusiastic member of tiie 
ancient Church. 

'* If the priest and the Levite pass 
us by when we are fallen among 
thieves," said he, with much aptness 
and some bitterness, "shall we reject 
the aid proffered by tlie Samaritan, 
because he is of a different faith from 
the worthy others who have left us to 
perish?"^ In short, it was observed 
with perfect truth that Philip had 
been removed, not because he was a 

la Belgique, p. 147. 
s Quotation in Archives, etc., vii 403. 
» De Thou, ix. 2&-a3. 

* Henom de France, MS., torn. v. c 6.— 
Compare Strada, ii. 214, 215. 

B Keidani. Ann. Belg., ii. 81. 

* Archives et Coneap., vii. 290. 

r Ibid., viL 673. * 
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Catliolic, but because he ^as a tyrant; 
not because his faith was different 
from that of his subjects, but because 
he was resolved to exterminate all men 
whose religion differed from his own. 
It was not, therefore, inconsistent to 
choose another Catholic for a sove- 
reign, if proper guarantees could be 
obtained that he would protect and 
not oppress the Reformed churches. 
'' If the Duke have the same designs 
as the King," said Saint Aldegonde, 
" it would be a great piece of folly to 
change one tyrant and persecutor for 
another. If, bn the contrary, instead 
of oppressing our liberties, he will 
msdntain them, and in place of extir- 
pating the disciples of the true religion, 
he will protect them, then are all 
the reasons of our opponents without 
vigour."^ 

By midsummer the Duke of Anjou 
made his appearance in the western 
part of the Netherlands. The Prince 
of Pariaa had recently come before 
Cambray with the intention of reduc- 
ing that important city. On the arrival 
of Anjou, however, at the head of five 
thousand cavalry— nearly all of them 
gentlemen of high degree, serving as 
volunteers — and of twelve thousand 
infantry, Alexander raised the siege 
precipitately, and retired towards 
Toumay. Anjou victualled the city, 
strengthened the garrison, and then, 
as his cavalry had only enlisted for a 
summer's amusement, and could no 
longer be held together, he disbanded 
his forces. The bulk of the infantry 
took service for the states^ under the 
Prince of Espinoy, governor of Tour- 
nay. The Duke himself, finding that^ 
notwithstanding the treaty of Plessis 
les Tours and the present showy de- 
monstration upon lus part, the states 
were not yet prepared to render him 
formal allegiance, and being, moreover, 
in the heyday of what was universally 
considered his prosperous courtship of 
Queen Elizabeth, soon afterwards took 
his departure for England.^ 

Parma, being thus relieved of his 



I Archives et Corresp., vii. 278. 
~ Bor, xvi. 287. Strada, 2, iv. 185-193. 
vi i28. Hoofd, zviiL 785. 
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interference, soon afterwards laid 
siege to the important city of Tour- 
ney. The PrinciB of Espinoy was 
absent with the army in the north, 
but the Princess commanded in his 
absence. She fulfilled her duty in a 
manner worthy of the house from 
which she ^rang, for the blood of 
Count Horn was in her veins. The 
daughter of Mary de Montmorency,, 
the admiral's sister, answered the 
summons of Parina to surrender at 
discretion with defiance. The garrison- 
was encouraged by her steadfastness.- 
The Princess a^eared daily among 
her troops, superintending the dC' 
fences, and personally directing the 
officers. During one of the assaults, 
she is said, but perhaps erroneously, 
to have been wounded in the arm, 
notwithstanding which she refused to 
retire.* 

The siege lasted two months. Mean* 
time, it became impossible for Orange* 
and the estates, notwithstanding their 
efforts, to raise a sufficient force to 
drive Parma from his entrenchments. 
The city was becoming gradually and 
surely undermined from without, while 
at the same time the insidious art of 
a Dominican friar, Father G^ry by 
name, had been as surely sapping the 
fidelity of the garrison from within. 
An open revolt of the Catholic popu- 
lation being on the point of taking 
place, it became impossible any longer 
to hold the city. Those of the Re- 
formed faith insisted that the place 
should be surrendered ; and the Prin- 
cess, being thus deserted by all parties,- 
made an honourable capitulation with 
Parma. She herself, with all her 
garrison, was allowed to retire with 
personal property, and with all the 
honours of war, while the sack of the 
city was commuted for one hundred 
thousand crowns, levied upon the in- 
habitants. The Princess, on leaving 
the gates, was received with such a 
shout of applause from the royal army 
that she seemed less like a defeated 
commander than a conqueror. Uj)on 



» Bor, xvi. 287, 288. 
Hoofd, xviii, 785» 786. 
213, et al. 
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the 30tli November, Parma accord- 
ingly entered the place which he 
had been besieging since the 1st of 
October.* 

By the end of the autumn, the 
Prince of Orange, more than ever dis- 
Batisfied with tbe anarchical condition 
of aflfairs, and with the obstinate jea- 
lousy and parsimony of the diflTerent 
provinces, again summoned the coun- 
try in the most earnest language to 
provide for the general defence, and 
to take measures for the inauguration 
of Anjou. He painted in sombre 
colours the prospect which lay before 
them, if nothing was done to arrest 
the progress of the internal -disorders 
■and of the external foe, whose forces 
were steadily augmenting. Had the 
provinces follow^ his advice, instead 
of quarrelling among themselves, they 
would have had a powerful army on 
foot to second the efiforts of Anjou, 
and subsequently to save Toumay. 
They had remained supine and stolid, 
even while the cannonading against 
these beautiful cities was in their very 
ears. No man seemed to think him- 
self interested in public aflfairs, save 
when his own province or village was 
directly attacked.* The general in- 
terests of the commonwealth were 
forgotten in local jealousy. Had it 
been otherwise, the enemy would have 
long since been driven over the Meuse. 
" When money," continued the Prince, 
" is asked for to carry on the war, men 
answer as if they were talking with 
the dead Emperor.^ To say, however, 
that they will pay no more, is as much 
as to declare that they will give up 
their land and their religion both. I 
say this, not because I have any desire 
to put my hands into the common 
purse. You well know that I have 
never touched the public money, but 
it is important that you should feel 
that there is no war in the country 
except the one which concerns you 
all." 

The states, thus shamed and stimu- 

1 Bor, Hoofd, Meteren, Strada, Benti- 
voprlio. 

2 llemonstrance to the States -general, 
Dec. 1, 1581, in Bor, xvi. 289, 290. 

8 " So varen sy in de sake voort en 

antwoorden daer op als sy spraken toet deu 
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lated, set themselves in earnest to obey 
the mandates of the Prince, and sent a 
special mission to England, to arrange 
with the Duke of Anjou for his formal 
installation as sovereign. Saint Alde- 
gonde and other commissioners were 
already there. It was the memorable 
epoch in the Anjou wooing, when the 
rings were exchanged between Eliza- 
be^ and the Duke, and when the 
world thought that the nuptials were 
on the point of being celebrated. 
Saint Aldegonde wrote to the Prince 
of Orange on the 22d of November, 
that the marriage ha<l been finally 
'settled upon that day.^ Throughout 
the Netherlands, the auspicious tid- 
ings were greeted with bonfires, illu- 
minations, and cannonading,^ and the 
measures for hailing the Pinnce, thus 
highly favoured by so great a Queen, 
as sovereign master of the provinces, 
were pushed forward with great 
energy. ^ 

Nevertheless, the marriage ended in 
smoke. There were plenty of tour- 
nays, pageants, and banquets; a pro- 
fusion of nuptial festivities, in short, 
where nothing was omitted but the 
nuptials. By the end of January 1 582, 
the Duke was no nearer the goal than 
upon his arrival three months before. 
Acceding, therefore, to the wishes of 
the Netherland envoys, he prepared 
for a visit to their country, where the 
ceremony of his joyful entrance as 
Duke of Brabant and sovereign of the 
other provinces was to take place. No 
open rupture with Elizabeth occurred. 
On the contrary, the Queen accom- 
panied the Duke, with a numerous 
and stately retinue, as far as Canter- 
bury, and sent a most brilliant train 
of her greatest nobles and gentlemen 
to escort him to the Netherlands, com- 
municating at the same time, by spe- 
cial letter, her wishes to the estates- 
general, that he should be treated with 
as much honour *'as if he were her 
second self."* 

On the 10th of February, fifteen 



doden Kayser."— Ibid. 

* Strada, 2, iv. 214, sqq. Bor, xvi. 290. 
De Thou, viii. 636, sqq. 

* Bor, De Thou, ubi sup. Hoofd, xviiL 
788. 

« "Oblectatufl distractusquo juvenis, — • 
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large vessels cast anchor at Flushing. 
The Duke of Anjou, attended by the 
Earl of Leicester, the Lords Hunsdon, 
Willoughby, Sheffield, Howard, Sir 
Philip Sidney, and many other per- 
sonages of high rank and reputation,^ 
landed from this fleet. He was 
greeted on his arrival by the Prince 
of Orange, who, with the Prince of 
Espinoy and a large deputation of the 
states-general, had been for some days 
waiting to welcome him. The man 
whom the Netherlands had chosen for 
their new master stood on the shores 
of Zealand. Francis Hercules, Son of 
France, Duke of Alengon and Anjou,' 
was at that time just twenty-eight 
years of age; yet not even his flat- 
terers, or his '* minions," of whom he 
had as regular a train as his royal 
brother, could claim for him the ex- 
ternal graces of youth or of princely 
dignity. He was below the middle 
height, pimy and ill-shaped. His hair 
and eyes were brown, his face was 
seamed with the smaU-pox, his skin 
covered with blotches, his nose so 
swollen and distorted that it seemed 
to be double. This prominent feature 
did not escape the sarcasms of his 
countrymen, who, among other gibes, 
were wont to observe that the man 
who always wore two faces, might be 
expected to have two noses also. It 
was thought that his revolting appear- 
ance was the principal reason for the 
rapture of the English marriage, and 
it was in vain that his supporters 
maintained that if he could foi^give 
her age, she might, in return, excuse 
his ugliness. It seemed that there 
was a point of hideousness beyond 
which even royal princes could not 
descend with impimity, and the only 
wonder seemed that Elizabeth, with 
the handsome Robert Dudley ever at 

videt se in mediis nuptiis celebrare omnia 
pneter nuptias.'* — Strada, 2, iv. 217. — Com- 
pare De Thou, viii. 600, sqq. Hoofd, six. 
795. "— qu'il aUast accompagn6 de la 

TecommendatioB d'line Princesse qui 

eatune avoir tel interest en vous que vous 
' en serez ^uss^s d'avantage & honnorer un 
Prince qui hii est si dier qu'elle fait autant 
de loi comme d'un autre soi-mSme," etc., 
etc — Lcttare de la Serenissime Heine d'Ang- 
leterre aux Etats-generaux, Fev. 6, 1581, 
US. Ordinaris DepSchen Boek der Staten- 



her feet, could even tqlerate the ad- 
dresses of Francis Valois.* 

His intellect was by no means con- 
temptible. He was not without a 
certain quickness of apprehension and 
vivacity of expression which passed 
current among his admirers for wit 
and wisdom. Even the experienced 
Saint Aldegonde ffaa deceived in his 
character, and described him after an 
hour and half's interview, as a»Princ8 
overflowing with bounty, intelligence, 
and sincerity. That such men as Saint 
Aldegonde and the Prince of Orange 
should be at fault in their judgment, 
is evidence not so much of their want 
of discernment, as of the diflerence 
between the general reputation of the 
Duke at that period, and that which 
has been eventually established for 
him in history. Moreover, subse- 
quent events were to exhibit the 
'utter baseness of his character more 
signally th&n it had been displayed 
during his previous career, however 
vacillating. No more ignoble yet 
more dangerous creature had yet been 
loosed upon the devoted soil of the 
Netherlands. Not one of the person- 
ages who had hitherto figured in the 
long drama of the revolt had enacted 
so sorry a part. Ambitious but 
trivial, enterprising but cowardly, an 
intriguer and a dupe, without religious 
convictions or political principles, save 
that he was willing to accept any creed 
or any system which might advance 
his own schemes, he was the most un- 
fit protector for a people who, whether 
wrong or right, were at least in earnest, 
and who were accustomed to regard 
truth as one of the virtues. He was 
certainly not deficient in self-esteem. 
With a figure which was insignificant, 
and a countenance which was repul- 
sive, he had hoped to eflace the impres- 

general, A», 1582-1583, t V^, Hague Ar- 
chives. ^ 

' > De Thou, Hoofd, ubi sup. Bor, xvii. 
296. Meteren, xL 192. 

« Bor, xvii. 296. Meteren, xi. 192. Hoofd, 
ubi sup. Mem. de Sully, loc. cit. " Fu 
piccioli di staturate poco ben fatto della 
persona."— Bentivoglio, G. di Fiandra, C, ii. 
275. *• Pusillo ac deformi in corpore."— Ev. 
Reidan-, Ann. Belg., iL 34; iii 42. Van der 
yynckt»iii.69. Strada, 2, iv. 215. 
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sion made upon Elizabeth's imagination 
l>y the hancUomest man in Europe. 
AVith a commonplace capacity, and 
with a narrow political education, he 
intended to circumvent the most pro- 
found Htatesman of his age. And 
there, upon the pier at Flushing, he 
stood between them both; between 
the magnificent Leicester, whom he 
had thought to outshine, and the 
silent prince of Orange, whom he was 
determined to outwit. Posterity has 
long been aware how far he succeeded 
in the one and the other attempt. 

The Duke's arrival was greeted with 
the roar of artillery, the ringing of 
bells, and the acclamations of a large 
concourse of the inhabitants ; suitable 
speeches were made by the magistrates 
of the town, the deputies of Zealand, 
and other functionaries,^ and a stately 
banquet Was provided, so remarkable 
" for its sugar- work and other delicacies, 
as to entirely astonish the French and 
English lords who partook thereol" * 
The Duke visited Middelburg, where 
he was received with great state, and 
to the authorities of which he ex- 
pressed his gratification at finding two 
such stately cities situate so close to 
each other on one little island.' 

On the 17th of February, he set 
sail for Antwerp. A fleet of fifty- 
four vessels, covered with flags and 
8treamers,conveyed him and his retinue, 
together with the large deputation 
which had welcomed him at Flushing, 
to the great, commercial metropolis. 
He stepped on shore at Kiel within 
a bowshot of the city — for, like other 
Dukes of Brabant, he was not to enter 
Antwerp until he had taken the oaths 
to respect the constitution — and the 
ceremony of inauguration was to 
take place outside the walls. A large 
platform had been erected for this 
purpose, commanding a view of the 
stately city, with its bristling fortifi- 
catioiis and shady groves.^ A throne, 
covered with velvet and gold, was 
prepared, and here the Duke took 

1 Bor, xvii. 296. Hoorfd, xlx. 796. 

2 IJor. xvii. 297. » Ibid. 

4 Ln joyeuso et maffnifique entree du 
MouHoiK"' FranQois, Fils de France, Due 
d'Ai\iou, etc.. en sa tr^s renommee ville 
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his weak, Boirounded by a brilliant 
throng, including mai^ cit iiie most 
distinguished personages in Europe. 

It was a bright winter^g morning. 
The gaily bannered fleet lay eonspico- 
ous in tiie river, while an enonnons 
j concourse of people were thronging 
from all sides to greet the new 8ov»^ 
reign. Twenty iliousand buigha 
troops, in bright uniforms, surrounded 
the platform, upon the ts^pestried floor 
of which stood the magistrates of Ant- 
werp, tlie leading members of the 
Brabant estates, with the Prince of 
Orange at their head, together with 
many other great functionaries. The 
magnificence everywhere displayed, 
and especially the splendid costumes 
of the military companies, excited the 
profound astonishment of the French, 
who exclaimed that every soldier 
seemed a captain, and who regarded 
with vexation their own inferior equip- 
ments.'^ 

Andrew Hessels, doctor utrvuqw 
juris, delivered a salutatory oration, in 
which, among other flights of elo- 
quence, he expressed the hope of the 
provinces that the Duke, with the 
beams of his greatness, wisdom, and 
magnanimity, would dissipate all the 
mists, fogs, and other exhalations 
which were pernicious to their national 
prosperity, and that he would bring 
back the sunlight of their ancient 
glory.« 

Anjou answered these compliments 
with equal courtesy, and had much to 
say of his willingness to shed every 
drop of his blood in defence of the 
Brabant liberties; but it might have 
damped the enthusiasm of the moment 
could the curtain of the not very 
distant future have been lifted. The 
audience, listening to these promises, 
might have seen that it was not so 
much his blood as theirs which he 
was disposed to shed, and less, too, 
in defence than in violation of those 
same liberties which he was swearing 
to protect. 

d'Anver8."^Anvers. Plantin., 1682.— Com- 
pare Bor, xvii. 297. Hoofd, xix. 795. 

fi Ronom de France, MS., v. 2. 

• The oration is given in full by Bor, xvii 
297.298. 
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Orator Hesaek then read aloud 
the articles of the Joyous Eutry, in 
the Flemish language, and the Duke 
was asked if he required any explana- 
tions of that celebrated constitution. 
He replied that he had thoroughly 
studied its provisions, with the assist- 
. ance of the Prince of Orange^ during 
his voyage from Flushing, asd was 
quite prepared to swear to maintain 
Uiem. The oaths, according to the 
antique custom, were then Adminis- 
tered. Afterwards, the du«al hat and 
the velvet mantie, lined with ermine, 
w^e brought, the Prince of Orange 
aasiating his Highness to assume this 
hiRtori(^ costume of the Brabant 
dukes, and saying to him, as he 
fastened the button at the throat, ''I 
must secure this robe so firmly, my 
lord, that no man may ever tear it 
from your shoulders.'* ^ 

Thus arrayed in his garment of 
sovereignty, Anjou was compelled to 
listen to another oration horn the 
pensionary of Antwerp, John Van der 
yVerken. He then exchanged oaths 
with the magistrates of the city, and 
received the £eys, which he returned 
for safe-keeping to the burgomaster. 
Meanwhile the trumpets sounded, 
largess of gold and silver coins was 
scattered among the people, and the 
heralds cried aloud, ''Long live the 
Duke of Brabant." * 

A procession was then formed to es- 
cort the new Duke to his commercial 
c^tal. A stately and striking proces- 
sion it was. The Hanseatic merchants 
in ancient German attire, the English 
merchants in long velvet cassocks, the 
heralds in their quaint costume, the 
long train of civic militia with full 
bands of music, the chief functionaries 
of city and province in their black 
manties and gold chains, all marching 
under emblematical standards or time- 
honoured blazons, followed each other 
in dignified order. Then came the 
Duke himself, on a white Barbary 
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1 BOT, xvil. 
teren, xi. 192. 



* " La joyeuse et magnifique entree," etc., 
Bor, xvii. 297, sqq., who conscientiously 
gives all the long speeches at ilill length. 
Mttereu, xi. 192. Taasis, \i 429. 



horse, caparisoned with clotii of gold. 
He was surrounded with English, 
French, and Netherland grandees, 
many of them of world-wide reputa- 
tion. There was the stately Leices- 
ter; Sir Philip Sidney, the mirror of 
chivalry ; the gaunt and imposing form 
of William the Silent ; his son ; Coimt 
Maurice of Nassau, destined to be the 
first captain of his age, then a hand- 
some, dark-eyed lad of fifteen; the 
Dauphin of Auveipie; the Mar^chal 
de Biron and his sons; the Prince of 
Espinoy; the Lords Sheffield, Wil- 
loughby, Howard, Hunsdon, and many 
others of high degree and distinguished 
reputation.^ The ancient guilds of the 
crossbow-men and archers of Brabant, 
splendidly accoutred, formed the body- 
guard of the Duke, while his* French 
cavaliers, the life-guardsmen of the 
Prince of Orange, and the troops of 
the line, followed in great numbers, 
their glittering uniforms all gaily in* 
termingled, ''like the flowers de luce 
upon a royal mantle." The procession, 
thus gorgeous and gay, was terminated 
by a dismal group of three hundred 
malefactors, marching in fetters, and 
imploring pardon of the Duke, a boon 
which was to be granted at evening. 
Great torches, although it was high 
noon, were burning along the road, at 
intervals of four or five feet, in a con- 
tinuous line reaching from the platform 
at Kiel to the' portal of Saint Joris, 
through whfch the entrance to the city 
was to be made. * 

Inside the gate a stupend<)us allegory 
was awaiting the approach of the new 
sovereign.* A huge gilded car, crowd- 
ed with those emblematical and highly 
bedizened personages so dear to the 
Netherlanders, obstructed the advance 
of the procession. All the virtues 
seemed to have come out for an airing 
in one chariot, and were now waiting 
to offer their homage to Francis Her- 
cules Valois. Religion in " red satin," 
holding the gospel in her hand, was 



» " La joyeuse et magnifique entree," etc., 
Bor, xvii. 300, sqq. Hoofd, xix. 797, 898. 

* La Joyeuse et magnifique entree," etc., 
in whicn contemp(>rary pamphlet are many 
beautifully executed engravmgs of the won- 
ders exhibited on this occasion.— Bor, xvii. 
800, 801, 
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rapported by JuBtice, "in orange vel- 
vet/' armed with blade and beam. 
Prudence and Fortitude embraced each 
other near a colunm en wreathed by 
serpenta " with their tails in their ears 
to typify deafness to flattery ;" while 
Patriotism as a pelican, and Patience 
as a brooding hen, looked benignantiy 
upon the scene. This greeting duly 
acknowledged, the procession advanced 
into the city. The streets were lined 
with troops and with citizens ; the bal- 
conies were filled with fair women; 
'Hhe very gables,** says an enthusiastic 
contemporary, " seemed to laugh with 
ladies' eyes."^ The market-place was 
filled with waxen torches and with 
blazing tar barrels, while in its centre 
stood the giant Antigonus — founder of 
the city thirteen hundred years before 
the Christian era — the fabulous per- 
sonage who was accustomed to throw 
the right hands of all smuggling mer- 
chants into the Scheld.' This colossal 
individual, attired in a " siurcoat of sky- 
blue/' and holding a banner emblazon- 
ed with the arms of Spain, turned its 
head as the Duke entered the square, 
saluted the new sovereign, and then 
dropping the Spanish scutcheon upon 
the ground, raised aloft another bear- 
ing the arms of Anjou.^ 

And thus, amid exuberant outpour- 
ing of confidence, another lord and 
master had made his triumphal en- 
trance into the Netherlands. Alas ! 
how^ often had this sanguine people 
greeted with similar acclamations the 
advent of their betrayers and their 
tyrants ! How soon were they to dis- 
cover that the man whom they were 
thus receiving with the warmest en- 
thusiasm was the most treacherous 
tyrant of all. 

It was nightfall before the procession 
at last reached the palace of Saint 
Michael, whic^ had been fitted up for 
tlie temporary reception of the Duke.* 
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The next isj was devoted to speech- 
making; varioas deputatioiis waiting 
npoo the new Duke of Brabant with 
congratolatoiy addresaea. The Grand 
Pensionaiy didivaed a poinpoos ora- 
tion upon a platform hnng with sky- 
blue sflk, and carpeted with cloth of 
gold. A comndttee of the German 
and French Bef armed Churdies made 
a long haran^e, in which they ex- 
pressed the hope that the Lord would 
make toe Duke " as vaHant as David, 
as wise a# Solomon, and as pious a^ 
Hezekiah."' A Roman CaUioHc de- 
initation informed his Hi^mess that, 
for eight months the members of the 
Ancient Chnrch had been forbidden 
all religions exercises, saving baptisni^ 
marriage, visitation of the sick, and 
burials. A promise was therefore made 
that this prohibition, which had been 
the result of the disturbances recorded 
in a preceding chapter, should be im- 
mediately modified, and on the 15th 
of March, accordiogly, it was arranged, 
by command of the magistrates, that 
ail Catholics should have permission 
to attend public worship, according to 
the ancient ceremonial, in the church 
of Saint Michael, which had been ori- 
ginally designated for the use t>f the 
new Duke of Brabant. It was, how- 
ever, stipulated that all who desired 
to partake of this privilege should take 
the oath of abjuration beforehand, and 
go to the chiirch without arms."' 

Here then had been oaths enough, 
orations enough, compliments enough, 
to make any agreement steadfast, so 
far as windy suspirations could furnish 
a solid foundation for the social com- 
pact. Bells, trumpets, and the brazen 
throats of men and of cannons had 
made a sufficient din, torches and tar- 
barrels had made a suf&cient glare, to 
confirm — so far as noise and blazing 
pitch could confirm — ihsd decorous pro- 
ceedings of church and town-house, 



1 Hoofd, xix. 798. 

2 • ' Ija joy ease entree, " etc. 

"Hie fuit Autigoni castrum insigne 

Gigantis, 

Quem Brabo devicit, de quo Brabonica 

tellufl," etc., etc. 

Ancient versos quoted by Ludov. Guicciar- 

dini, in his description of Antwerp, "but 

by whom written." «uv8 that author, "novif 



Dem.*'— Tot, Belg. Descript., 181. 

» ** La joyeuse entree." etc., Bor, xvii. 801. 

* Bor, ubi sup. Hoofd, xix. 798, 199. 
"Maer de geheele stadt was vol Tortsen, 
Fackelen ende Vyeren op alle de straden, 
ende op de kerck torens, oat de stadt ^cheen 
iu een vyer te staen." — Meteren, xL 193«, 

» Bor, xvii. 803. 

«Ibid. 
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but time wis soon to shew the value 
of such demonstrations. Meantime, 
the "muzzle " had been fastened with 
Bolenmity and accepted with docility. 
The terms of the treaty concluded at 
Plessis lea Tours and Bordeaux were 
made publia The Duke had sub- 
scribed to twenty-seven articles, which 
made as stringent and sensible a con- 
stitutional compact as could be desired 
by any Netherland patriot. These 
articles/ taken in connexion with the 
ancient charters which they expressly 
upheld, left to the new sovereign no 
vestige of arbitrary power. He was 
m&^j the hereditary president of a 
representative repubhc. He was to be 
«Duke, Count, Margrave, or Seignior of 
the different provinces on the same 
terms which his predecessors had ac- 
cepted. He was to transmit the dig- 
nities to his children. If there were 
more than one child, the provinces 
were to select one of the number for 
their sovereign. He was to maintain 
all the ancient privileges, charters, 
statutes, and customs, and to forfeit 
his sovereignty at the first violation. 
He was to assemble the states-general 
at least once a year. He was always 
to reside in the Netherlands. He was 
to permit none but natives to hold 
office. ' His right of appointment to 
all important posts was limited to a 
selection from three candidates, to be 
proposed by the estates of the province 
concerned, at each vacancy. He was 
to maintain "the Religion*' and the 
religious peace in the same state in 
which they then were, or as should 
afterwards be ordained by the estates 
of each province, without making any 
innovation on his own part.' Holland 
and 2^ealand were to remain as they 
were, both in the matter of religion 
and otherwise,* His Highness was not 
to permit that any one should be ex- 
amined or molested in his house, or 
otherwise, in the matter or under pre- 
text of religion.* He was to procure 



1 The articles are given in fhll by Bor, S, 
XTii. S07-S09. 

3 Article 13. 

* Holland en Zeland sullen blijven als sy 
tagenwoordMjk siijn in 't stuk van den Be- 
ll^ m and^nns.-'Art, 13. 
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the assistance of the King of France 
for the Netherlands. He was to main- 
tain a perfect and a perpetual league, 
offensive and defensive, between that 
kingdom and the provinces; without, 
however, permitting any incorporation 
of territory. He was to carry on the 
war against Spain with his own means 
and those furnished by his royal bro- 
ther, in addition to a yearly contribu- 
tion by the estates of two million four 
hundred thousand guldens.* He was 
to dismiss all troops at command of 
the states-general. He was to make 
no treaty with Spain without their 
consent. 

It would be superfluous to point 
out the great diflPerence between the 
notions entertained upon international 
law in the sixteenth century and in 
our own. A state of nominal peace 
existed between Spain, France, and 
England ; yet here was the brother of 
the French monarch, at the head of 
French troops, and attended by the 
grandees of England, solemnly accept- 
ing the sovereignty over the revolted 
provinces of Spain.* It is also curious 
to observe that the constitutional com- 
pact by which the new sovereign of 
the Netherlands was admitted to the 
government, would have been repudi- 
ated as revolutionary and republican 
by the monarchs of France or England, 
if an attempt had been made to apply 
it to their own realms, for the ancient 
charters — ^which in reality constituted 
a republican form of government — 
had all been re-established by the 
agreement with Anjou. 

The first-fruits of the ban now began 
to display themselves. Sunday, 18th 
of March 1582, was the birthday of 
the Duke of Anjou, and a great festival 
had been arranged, accordingly, for 
the evening, at the palace of Saint 
Michael, the Prince of Orange as well 
as all the great French lords being of 
course invited. The Prince dined, as 
usual, at his house in the neighbour- 



4 Art. 14. » Ibid., 18. 

« On the other hand, the denial by Eng- 
land of an asylum to the i-eftigees, in 1572, 
and their forcible expulsion from her shores, 
led to the occupation of Brill and the fuun< 
dation of the Dutch Republic. 
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hocA of the txisAA, in companj whh 
Uie f>/vmti Hohenlo and Laval, and 
tbe two diircixiguished Frendi oom- 
miaionen, BonniTct and Des Pnm- 
eaox. Totmg Maorioe of Nanao, and 
two nephenrB of the Prince, aooa c^ hk 
brother John, were abo present at 
table. During dinner the oonyeraatioii 
was animated, man j stories being re- 
lated of the cruelties which had been 
practieed bj the Spaniards in the' pro- 
Tinces. On riexng from the table. 
Orange led the way from the dining- 
room to hiB own apartments, shewing 
the noblemen in his company, as h^ 
passed along, a piece of tapestrj npon 
which some Spanish soldiers were re- 
presented. At this moment, as he 
stood upon the threshold of the ante- 
chamber, a youth of small stature, 
Tulgar mien, and pale dark comj^ezion, 
appeared from among the eerrants and 
offered him a petition. He took the 
paper, and as he did so, the stranger 
suddenly drew a pistol and discharged 
it at the head of the Prince. The ball 
entered the neck under the right ear, 
passed through the roof of the mouth, 
and came out under the left jaw-bone, 
carrying with it two teeth.^ The 
pistol had been held so near, that the 
hair and beard of the Prince were Bet 
on fire by the discharge. He remained 
standing, but blind^, stimned, and 
for a moment entirely ignorant of 
what had occurred. As he afterwards 
observed, he thought perhaps that a 
part of the house had suddenly fallen. 
Finding very soon that his hair and 
beard were burning, he comprehended 
what had occurred, and called out 
quickly, " Do not kill him — I forgive 
him my death!" and turning to the 
French noblemen present, he added, 

1 Hoofd, xix. 804. Bor, xvU. 813. Me- 
toren. xl. 194«. Taasis, vi. 431. Strada* 2, 
iv. 219. "Korto Vorhaal van deu moord- 
daditfun aaiiRbiff, bcdreven op den persoon 
van oou mor doorluchtlgen vorst, den heere 
PrinB van Oranjo, door Jan Jauregui, een 
Spanjaid."— Tlii8 is the title of a pamphlet 
publiHhod at the time with authentic docu- 
xnontH, by I'liuitin, at Antworj). There is 
also a French edition, printed slmultane- 
onsly with that in FlemiKh, intituled, •• Bref 
Rccuoil do I'AHHasslnat," etc.— Roiffen berg 
liOH n'imbliMhu<l it in his edition of Van dor 
Vyuckt. Lot* ' '^^rons, March 27, 1682, 
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wWfc a faidifdl nrvoi does 
his Highufss lose in me!"' 

These wcr fak first woidi, qpoken 
. when, as all hefieredy lie bad been 
mottally woanded. Tlie mwwsge of 
mercy came, however, too, late; for 
two ol the gentlemeD pre s ent, by an 
irresistible impoke^ had nm tiM asBa»> 
, sin through with thdr n^Hei& The 
halberdiers nuked upon hnn ]mmedi> 
atelyafterwaids, so that be fell pierced 
in thhrty-two vital places^* Tlie Prince, 
supported by his friends, walked to 
his chamber, where be was put to bed, 
while the surgeons ezamiDed and ban- 
daged the wound. It was most dan> 
I geroQs in appea ranc e, bat a wtaysir ange 
• circumstance gave more bc^ thiui^ 
I could otherwise have been entertained. 
j The flame from tbe pistol had been 
j 80 dose that it bad actaally cauterised 
! the wound inflicted by the baU. Bat 
for this, it was sajqiosed that the flow 
<d blood from tl^ veins which had 
been shot throogh would have proved 
fatal before the wound could be dressed. 
The Prince, after the first shock, had 
recovered full posaession of his senses, 
and believing himself to he dying, he 
expressed the most unaffected sym- 
pathy for the condition in which the 
Duke of An jou would be placed by his 
death. '* Alas, poor Prince I ** he cried 
frequently ; " sJas, what troubles will 
now beset thee \"^ The surgeons en- 
joined and imjilored his silence, as 
speaking might cause the wound, to 
prove immediately fatal. He com- 
plied, but wrote incessantly.'^ As long 
as his heart could beat, it was impos> 
sible for him not to be occupied with 
his country. 

Lion Petit, a trusty captain of the 
city guard, forced his way to the cham- 



in Archivefl et Correspondanoe, .viiL 77. 

s " Doodt hem niet, ik vergeef hem m\}en 
doodJ" — Korte Verhaal. Bor, xvii 812. 
Hoofd, xix. 804. Meteren, xi. 194. 

* Ibid. Letter of Herle, Archives et Cor- y 
respondance, supplement, pp. 220, sqq. 
Letter of Derens, Archives et Correspou- 
dance, viii. 78. 

* " Ach ai-me vorst, arme vorst I wat jralt 
gij nog moeijelijkheden ont moetenl"— 
Korte Verhaal. Bor, xvii. 813. Meteren, 
xi. 1»4«. Hoofd, xix. 806. 

8 Korte Verhaal, etc. — "MA eene vaste 
handen vlug schro^** 
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ber, it being abaolutely necessary, said 
the honest burgher, for him to see 
with his own eyes that the Prince was 
living, and report thefact to the towns- 
people: otherwise, so great was the 
excitement, it was impossible to say 
what might be the result. It was in 
fact belieyed that the Prince was 
already dead, and it was whispered 
that he had been assassinated by the 
order of Anjou. This horrible sus- 
picion was flying through the city, and 
producing a fierce exasperation,^ as 
men talked of the murder of Coligny, 
of Saint Bartholomew, of the mur- 
derous propensities of the Valois race. 
Had the attempt taken place in the 
%yeamg, at the birth-night banquet of 
Anjoa, a horrible massacre would have 
heen the inevitable issue. As it hap- 
pened, however, circumstances soon 
occurred to i^move the suspicion from 
the French, and to indicate the origin 
of the crime. Meantkne, Captain 
Petit was urged by the Prince, in 
writing, to go forth instantly with the 
news that he yet survived, but to im- 
plore the people, in case God should 
call him to Himself, to hold him in 
kind remembrance, to make no tumult, 
and to serve the Duke obediently and 
faithfuUy.* 

Meantime, the youthful Maurice of 
Kassau was giving proof of that cool 
determination which already marked 
his character. It was natural that a 
boy of fifteen should be somewhat agi- 
tated at seeing such a father shot 
through the head before his eyes. His 
situation was rendered doubly grave 
by the suspicions which were instantly 
engendered as to the probable origin 
of the attempt. It was already whis- 
pered ia the hall that the gentlemen 
who had been so officious in slaying 
the assassin were his accomplices, who 
— upon the principle that dead mAi 
would tell no tales— were disposed, 
now that the deed was done, to pre- 
clude inconvenient revelations as to 
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their own share in the crime. Maurice, 
notwithstanding these causes for per- 
turbation, and despite his grief at 
his Other's probable death, remained 
steadily by die body of the murderer. 
He was determined, if possible, to un- 
ravel the plot, and he waited to possess 
himself of all papers and other articles 
which might be found upon the per- 
son of the deceased.^ 

A scrupulous search was at once 
made by the attendants, and every- 
thing placed in the young Count's own 
hands. This done, Maurice expressed 
a doubt lest some of the villain's ac* 
complices might attempt to take the 
articles from him,* whereupon a faith- 
ful old servant of his father came for- 
ward, who with'an emphatic expression 
of the importance of securing such im- 
portant documents, took his yoimg 
master imder his cloak, and led him 
to a retired apartment of the house. 
Here, after a rapid examination, it was 
found that the papers were all in Span- 
ish, written by Spaniards to Spaniards, 
so that it was obvious that the con- 
spiracy, if one there were, was not a 
French conspiracy. The servant, there- 
fore, advised Maurice to go to his 
father, while he would himself in- 
stantly descend to the hall with this 
important intelligence. Count Ho- 
henlQ had, from the instant of the 
murder, ordered the doors to be fas- 
tened, and had permitted no one to 
enter or to leave the apartment with- 
out his permission. The information 
now brought by the servant as to thd 
character of the papers caused great 
i*elief to the minds of all; for, till that 
moment, suspicion had even lighted 
u^n men who were the firm fnends 
of the Prince.* 

Saint Aldegonde, who had meantime 
arrived, now proceeded, in company of 
the other gentlemen, to examine the 
papers and other articles taken from 
the assassin. The pistol with which 
he had done the deed was lying upon 



1 Eorte Verhaal, 591. Bor, ubi sup. Me- 
teren. xi. 194. Hoofd, xix. 804. Strada, 2, 
iv. 319. Bor, xvii. 818. 

s Bor, Meteren, lUxifil, ubi sup. Korte 
Terfaaal. 

• Korte Yexhaaly. ete. Bor, xviL 818. 



Hoofd, xix. 805. Meteren, xi. 194. 

* Korte Verhiial. — *' Helas," said the boy,; 
"ik ben zoo bevreest dat, hier eemg andero 
booswicbt zij, die m^ die papieren aineemt." 

* Koite Verbaal, Bor, Meteren, Hoofd, ubi 
■op. Strada, 2, iv. 219^ 
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the floor ; a naked poniard, which he 
would probably have used alao, had 
hifl thumb not been blown off by the 
di8chai*ge of the pistol, was found in 
his trunk hose. In his pockets were 
an Agnus Dei, a taper of green wax, 
two bits of hareskin, two dried toads 
— ^which were supposed to be sorcerer'^ 
charms — « crucifix, a Jesuit catechism, 
a prayer-book, a pocket-book contain- 
ing two Spanish bills of exchange — one 
for two thousand, and one for eight 
hundred and seventy-seven crowns — 
and a set of writing tablets.^ These 
last were covered with vows and pious 
invocations, in reference to the mur- 
derous affair which the writer had in 
hand. He had addressed fervent 
prayers to the Virgin Mary, to the 
Angel Gabriel, to the Saviour, anS to 
the Saviours Son — " as if," says the 
Antwerp chronicler, with simplicity, 
'Hhe Lord Jesus had a son*'* — that 
they might all use their intercession 
with the Almighty towards the certain 
and safe accomplishment of the con- 
templated deed. Should he come off 
successful and imharmed, he solemnly 
vowed to fast a week on bread and 
water. Furthermore, he promised to 
Christ a "new coat of costly pattern;'* 
to the Mother of God, at Guaiialupe, a 
new gown; to Our Lady of Montserrat, 
a crown, a gown, and a lamp ; and so 
on through a long list of similar pre- 
sents thus contemplated for various 
shrines. 3 The poor fanatical fool had 
been taught by deeper villains than 
himself that his pistol was to rid the 
world of a tyrant, and to open his own 
pathway to Heaven, if his career should 
be cut short on earth. To prevent so 
tmdesirable a catastrophe to himself, 
however, his most natural conception 
had been to bribe the whole heavenly 
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host, from the Virgin Mary downwards, 
for he had been taught that absolution 
for murder ^Tas to be bought and sold 
like other merchandise. He had also 
been persuaded that, after accomplish- 
ing the deed, he wovid become invmble,^ 
Saint Aldegonde hastened to lay 
the result of this examination before 
the Duke of Anjou. Information was 
likewise instantly conveyed to the 
magistrates at the Town House, and 
these measures were successful in re- 
storing confidence throughout the city 
as to the intentions of the new govern- 
ment. Anjou immediately convened 
the State-Council, issued a summons 
for an early meeting of the states- 
general, and published a proclamation 
that ail persons having iidormation to 
give concerning the crime which had 
just been committed, should come 
instantly forward, upon ^ain of death. 
The body of the assassin was forth- 
with exposed upon the public square, 
and was sopn recognised as that of one 
Juan Jaureguy, a servant in the employ 
of Ghispar d'Anastro, a Spanish mer- 
chant of Antwerp. The letters and 
bills of exchange had also, on nearer 
examination at the Town House, im- 
plicated Anastro in the affair. His 
house was immediately searched, but 
the merchant had taken his departure, 
upon the previous Tuesday, under 
pretext of pressing affairs at Calais. 
His cashier, Venero, and a Dominican 
friar, named Antony Zimmermann, 
both inmates of his family, were, how- 
ever, arrested upon suspicion. On the 
following day the watch stationed at 
the gate carried the foreign post- 
bags, as soon as they arrived, to the 
magistracy, when letters were found 
from Anastro to Venero, which made 
the affair quite plain.^ After they 



1 Korte Vorhaal, etc., 589^ 690. Strada, 2, 
iv. 219.— Compare Haraei, Turn. Belg., iii. 
8S6. — " Twee stukken huid, zoo hot scheen 
van eenen haas ; hot geen veleaa. aanleiding 
gaf om te zejrgen, dat hy padden en toovery 
by zich had." Korte Verhaal, etc. Bor, 
Hoof.!, Meteren, nbi sup. 

^ "Ala of Chriatus noch eenen sonne 
hadde." — Mctoron, xi. 194. The following 
extracts fi-om the assassin's memorandum- 
book are worthy of attention. The papers 
were published by authority, immediately 
after the deed. " Al Angel Gabriei me ex^ 



cdmiendo con todo mi spiritu y cora^onpara 
que agora y siempre me sea mi intercessor k 
nuestro SefSor Jesu Christo y a Buhijoprtcio- 
sissimo, y a la Virgen Sancta Maria y a todos 
los sanctos y sanctas de la corte del cielo de 
guardarme," etc., etc. — Korte VerhaaL 

» Korte Verhaal. Meteren. Bor, xvii. 
313. 

* Letter of P. van Reigersbeiig, March 19, 
1582; apud Van Wyn on Wagenaer, 7, iii, 
112. Letter of Herle, before cited. 

» Korte VerhaaL Bor, xvii, 813. Hoofd, 
six. 805. Meteren, xi IM. 
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bad been thoroughly studied, they 
were shewn to Yenero, who, seeing 
himself thus completely ruined, asked 
for pen and ink, and wrote a full con- 
fession. 

It appeared that the crime was 
purely a conunercial speculation on 
the part of Anastro. That merchant, 
being on the verge of bankruptcy, had 
entered with Philip into a mutual 
contract, which the King had signed 
with his hand and sealed with his seal, 
and according to which Anastro, within 
a certain period, was to take the life 
of William of Orange, and for so doing 
, was to receive eighty thousand ducats, 
and the cross of Santiago.^ To be a 
knight companion of Spain's proudest 
order of chivahy was the guerdon, 
over and above the eighty ^ousand 
pieces of silver, which Spain's monarch 
promised the murderer, if he should 
succeed. As for Anastro himself, he 
was too frugal and too wary to risk 
his own life, or to lose much of the 
premium. With tears streaming down 
his cheeks, he painted to his faithful 
cashier the picture which his master 
would present, when men should point 
at him and say, ''Behold yon bank- 
rupt!" protesting, therefore, that he 
would murder Orange and secure the 
reward, or perish in the attempt.' 
Saying this, he again shed many tears. 
Yenero, seeing his master thus discon- 
solate, wept bitterly likewise, and beg- 
ged him not to risk his own ^ecious 
life.' After this pathetic comming- 
.ling of their grief, the merchant and 
his book-keeper became more com- 
posed, and it was at last concerted 
between them that John Jaureguy 
should be entrusted with the job. 
Anastro had intended — as he said in a 
letter afterwards intercepted — " to 
accomplish the deed with his own 
hand; but, as God had probably re- 
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1 Korte YerhaaL Bor, xviL 313. Hoofd, 
xix. 802. Metercn, xi. 194i>. 

» "Biirad aquel hombre quo ha hecho 
bancarote," etx;. — Confession of Venero in 
Braf. Becueil. 

8 « Todo lo dezia Uorando e yo viendole 
tan desoonsolado llorava mucho. ' — Ibid. 

4 « Docb het mag weaen dat Qod 

mij noch heefl wiUen bewaren om diensfc 
en vrondschap te mogen doen m^n ge- 
affecUoneerde vrienden, gelijk ik die hebbe 



served him for other things, and par- 
ticularly to be of service to his very 
affectionate friends, he bad thought 
best to entrust the execution of the 
design to his servant."* The price 
paid by the master to the man, for 
the work, seems to have been but two 
thousand eight hundred and seventy- 
seven crowns. The cowardly and 
crafty principal escaped. He had gone 
post haste to Dunkirk, pretending that 
the sudden death of his agent in Calais 
required his immediate presence in 
that city. Governor Sweveseel, of 
Dunkirk, sent an orderly to get a 
passport for him from La Motte, com- 
manding at Gravelingen. Anastro 
being on tenter-hooks lest the news 
should arrive that the projected mur- 
der had been consummated before he 
had crossed the border, testified ex- 
travagant joy on the arrival of the 
passport, and gave the messenger who 
brought it timty pistoles. Such con- 
duct naturally excited a vague suspi- 
cion in the mind of the governor, but 
the merchant's character was good, 
and he had brought pressing letters 
from Admiral Treslong. Sweveseel 
did not dare to arrest him without 
cause, and he neither knew that any 
crime had been committed, nor that 
the man before him was the criminal. 
Two hours after the traveller's de- 
parture, the news arrived of the deed, 
together with orders to arrest Anastro, 
but it was too late. The merchant 
had f oimd refuge within the lines of 
Parma.* 

Meanwhile, the Prince lay in a most 
critical condition. Believing that his 
end was fast approaching, he dictated 
letters to the states-general, entreating 
them to continue in their obedience to 
the Duke, than whom he affirmed that 
he knew no better prince for the go- 
vernment of the provinces. These 



op Mkert lijste." — Letter of Aiiastro to the 
••very magnificent Lord, Martin Dn:>gue, 
Seti-captain in Flushing," dated March 28, 
1682, in Bor, xvii. 315. It must have been 
disagreeable to the very magnificent Drogue 
— and to Admiral Treslong, vrho received a 
letter of similar purport from Anastro— to 
find themselves inscribed on the list of 
" his affectionate Mends " by this consum- 
mate villain. 
6 Bor, xvii. S14. Boofd, xix. 803> 804. 
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letters were despatched by Saint Alde- 
gonde to the assembly, from which 
body a deputation, in obedience to the 
wishes of Orange, was sent to Anjon, 
with expressions of condolence and 
fidelity.! 

On Wednesday a solemn fast was 
held, according to proclamatioo, in 
Antwerp, all work and all amusements 
being prohibited, and special prayers 
commanded in all the churches for 
the recovery of the Prince. " Never, 
within men's memory," says an ac- 
count published at the moment, in 
Antwerp, " had such crowds been seen 
m the churches, nor so many tears 
been shed."* 

The process against V enero and Zim- 
mermann was rapidly carried through, 
for both had made a full confession of 
their share in the crime. The Prince 
had enjoined from his sick bed, how- 
ever, that the case should be con- 
ducted with strict regard to justice, 
and, when the execution could no 
longer be deferred, he had sent a 
written request, by the hands of Saint 
Aldegonde, that they should be put to 
death in the least painful manner. 
The request was complied with, but 
there can be no doubt that the crimi- 
nals, had it not been made, would have 
expiated their offence by the most 
lingering tortures. Owing to the in- 
tercession of the man who was to have 
been their victim, they were strangled, 
before being quartered, upon a sca^old 
erected in the market-place, opposite 
the Town House. This execution took 
place on Wednesday, the 28th of 
March.' 

The Prince, meanwhile, was thought 
to be mending, and thanksgivings 
began to be mingled with the prayers 

1 Korte Verhaal. a Ibid. 

« Bor, xvii. 314.— The following is the text 
of this most interesting letter : — "Monsieur 
de Saint Aldegonde : j'ay entendu que Ton 
doibt demain faire justice de deux prison- 
niers, estans complices de celuy qui m'a tir§ 
le coup. De ma i)art, je leur pai donne tres 
voloutiers de ce qu'ils me peuvent avoir 
ofifense, et s'ils out peut etre merits un 
chastoy efc rigoureux, je vous prie vouloir 
tenir'la main devers Mess" du Hagistrat 
qu'ils ne les veuillent faire soufiVir grand 
tourment et se contenter, s'ils I'ont merits* 
d'une courte mort. Yotre bien bon amy 4 
vous fiEiire service, Quillaume de Nassau."— 
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offered ahnoet eyery hour in the 
churches; but for eighteen dayt he 
lay in a most precarious state. His 
wife hardly left his bedside, and his 
sister, Catherine Countess of Schwartz- 
burg, was indefatigable in her atten- 
tions. The Duke d An j<ra visited him 
daily, and expressed tike most filial 
anxiety for his recovery, but the hopes, 
which had been graduallj growing 
s<3ronger, were on the 5tih of AprU 
exchanged for the deepest aj^ehen- 
sions. Upon that day the eic»trix by 
which the flow 6i blood from the neci 
had been prevented, almost from the 
first infliction of the wound, fell off. 
The veins poured forth a vast quan- 
tity of blood; it seemed impossible 
to eheck the haemorrhage, and all hope 
appeared to vanish. The Prince resign- 
ed himself to his fate, and bade his 
children "good night for ever," say- 
ing calmly, "It is now all over with 
me.** * 

It was difficult, without sniRx»ting 
the patient, to fasten a bandage tightly 
enough to stanch the wound, but 
Leonardo Botalli, of Asti, body phy- 
sician of Anjou, was nevertheless 
fortunate enough to devise a simple 
inechanical expedient, which proved 
successful. By his advice, a succession • 
of attendants, relieving each other day 
and night, prevented the flow of blood 
by keeping the orifice of the wound 
sHghtly but firmly compressed with 
the thumb. After a period of anxious 
exx>ectation, ihe wound again closed, 
and by the end of the month the» 
Prince was convalesceni. On the 2d 
of May he went to offer thanksgiving- 
in the Great Cathedral, amid the 
joyful sobs of a vast and most earnest 
throng.' ^ 



Bref Rccueil de I'Assassinat copimis en la 
personne du tres illustre Prinoe d'Onnge 
(Anvers. Chr. Plantin. 1582). 

« Bor, xvii. 314. Korte Verhaal. Bor, 
xvii. 816. Hoofd« xix. 806. Meteren, xL 
194. Letter of Mary of Orange to Count 
John, Archives et Corresp., viii, 88. 
- » Hoofii, xix. 806, ascribes the superin- 
tendence of the cure to Botalli (as stated in 
the text). Bor and Meteren, however, only 
mention the name of Joseph Miciiaeli, of 
Lucca. Bor does not spet^ at sdl of the 
singular expedient employed to stop the 
^UsioB of blood; Hoofo, Ifetereo, and 
others^ allude to it. 
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The Prince waa sayed, but unhappily 
the murderer had yet found an illustri- 
ous victim. The Princess of Orange, 
Charlotte de Bourbon — the devoted 
wife who for seven years had so faith- 
fully shared his joys and sorrows — 
lay already on her death-bed. Ex- 
hausted by anxiety, long watching, 
and the alternations of hope and fear 
during the first eighteen days, she 
had been prostrated by despair at the 
renewed haemorrhage. A violent fever 
seized her, under which she sank on 
the 5th of May, three days after the 
Bolenm thanksgiving for her husband's 
recovery.^ The Prince, who loved her 
tenderly, was in great danger of relapse 
upon the sad event, which, although 
not sudden, had not been anticipated. 
She was laid in her grave on the 9th 
of May, amid the lamentations of the 
whole country,^ for her virtues were 
universally known and cherished. She 
was a woman of rare intelligence, ac- 
complishment, and gentleness of dis- 
position, whose only offence had been 
to break, by her marriage, the Church 
V0W8 to which she had been forced in 
her childhood, but which had been 
pronounced illegal by competent au- 
thority, both ecclesiastical and lay. 
For this, and for the contrast which 
her virtues afforded to the vices of 
her predecessor, she was the mark of 
calumny and insult. These attacks, 
however, had cast no shadow upon 
the serenity of her married life, and 
80 l(»]g as fi^e lived she was the trusted 
^(»npanion and consoler of her husband. 
'* His Highness," wrote Count John in 
1580^ " is in excellent health, and, in 
spite of adversity, incredible labour, 
perplexity, and dangers, is in such 
good spirits that it makes me happy 
to witness it. No doubt a chief reason 
is the consolation he deriyes from the 
pious and highly-intelligent wife whom 
tiie Lord has given him — a woman 
who ever conforms to his wishes, and 
is inexpressibly dear to him." ' 



. 1 Hoo£d, Meteren, Bor, ubi sup. 

s ** With a stately procession of two thou- 
flsnd mooming mantles," says Hoofd, xix. 
107. 

< * Ai>ologiB d'Oranga Archives, etc., vii. 
833. 
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The Princess left six daughters — 
Louisa Juli2Uia, Elizabeth, Catharina 
Belgica, Flandrina, Charlotta Braban- 
tica, and Emilia Secunda.^ 

Parma received the first intelligence 
of the attempt from the mouth of 
Anastro himself, who assured him that 
the deed had been entirely successful^ 
and claimed the promised reward. 
Alexander, in consequence, addressed 
circular letters to the authorities of 
Antwerp, Brussels, Bruges, and other 
cities, calling upon them, now that 
they had been relieved of their tyrant 
and their betrayer, to return agaili to 
the path of their duty and to the ever 
open arms of their lawful monarch.* 
These letters were premature. • On 
the other hand, the states of Holland 
and Zealand remained in permanent 
session, awaiting with extreme anxiety 
the result of the Prince's wound. 
"With the death of his Excellency, 
if God should please to take him to 
Himself," said the magistracy of Ley- 
den, "in the death of the Prince we 
all foresee our own death." It was, 
in truth, an anxious moment, and 
the revulsion of feeling consequent 
on his recovery was proportionately 
intense.* 

In consequence of the excitement 
produced by this event, it was no 
longer possible for the Prince to de- 
cline accepting the countship of Hol- 
land and Zealand, which he had refused 
absolutely two years before, and which 
he had again rejected, except for a 
limited period, in the year 1581.^ It 
was well understood, as appears by 
the treaty with Anjou, and afterwards 
formally arranged, "that the Duke 
was never to claim sovereignty over 
Holland and Zealand," ^ and the offer 
of the sovereign countship of Holland 
was again made to the Prince of Orange 
in most urgent terms. It will be 
recollected that he had accepted the 
sovereignty on the 5th of July 1581, 
only for the term of the war. In a 



4 Bor, xvii. 816. Heteren, zi. 195. 

6 Bor (xvii 314, 816) gives the letters, 
Meteren, xL 195. 

« Bor, xvii. 316. Kluit, i. 292. 

7 Ibid., L 262; 201, sqq. 

8 Ibid., i 246, 247. Bor, xv. 182, 188^ ' 
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mission of stadholder. In 1581, his 
Majesty had been abjured and the stad- 
holder had become sovereign. He held 
in his hands the supreme power, legi*- 
lative, judicial, executive. The Counts of 
Holland — and Philip as their successor 
— ^were the great fountains of that 
triple stream. Concessions and excep- 
tions had become so extensive, no 
doubt, that the provincial charters 
constituted a vast body of "liberties" 
by which the whole country was rea- 
sonably well supplied. At the same 
time, all the power not expressly grant- 
ed awav remained in the breast of the 
Count.^ If ambition, then, had been 
William's ruling principle, he had ex- 
changed substance for shadow, for the 
new state now constituted waa a free 
commonwealth — a republic in all but 



By the new constitution he ceased 
to be the source of governmental life, 
or to derive his own authority from 
above by right divine. The sacred oil 
which had flowed from Charles the 
Simple's beard was dried up. Orange's 
sovereignty was from the estates, as 
legal representatives of the people, and, 
instead of exercising all the powers not 
otherwise granted away, he was con- 
tent with those especially conferred 
upon him. He could neither declare 
war nor conclude peace without the co- 
operation of the representative body, 
llie appointing power was scrupulously 
limit^ Judges, magistrates, gover- 
nors, sheriffs, provincial and municipal 
officers, were to be nominated by the 
local authorities or by the estates, on 
the triple principle. From these triple 
nominations he had only the right of 
selection by advice and consent of his 
eoundL He was expressly enjoined 
to see that the law was carried to every 
man's door, without any distinction of 
penms, to submit himself to its behests, 
to watch against all impediments to 
the even flow of justice, to prevent 
false imprisonments, and to seciire 
trials for every accused person by the 
local tribunals. This was certainly 
little in accordance with the arbitrary 
praetioe of the past quarter of a century. 



With respect to the great principle 
of taxation, stricter bonds even were 
provided than those which already ex- 
isted. Not only the right of taxation 
remained with the states, but the 
Count was to see that, except for war 
purposes, every impost was levied by 
a unanimous vote. He was expressly 
forbidden to tamper with the currency. 
As executive head, save in his capacity 
as Commander-in-chief by land or sea, 
the new sovereign was, in short, strict- 
ly limited by self-imposed laws. It 
had rested with him to dictate or to 
accept a constitution. He had in his 
memorable letter of August 1582, from 
Bruges, laid down generally the articles 
prepared at Plessis and Bordeaux, for 
Anjou — together with all applicable 
provisions of the Joyous Entry of Bra- 
bant — as the outlines of the constitu- 
tion for the little commonwealth then 
forming in the north. To these pro- 
visions he was willing to add any others 
which, after ripe deliberation, might 
be thought beneficial to the country. 

Thus limited were his executive 
functions. As to his judicial authority 
it had ceased to exist. The Count of 
Holland was now the guardian of the 
laws, but the judges were to administer 
them. He held the sword of justice 
to protect and to execute, while the 
scales were left in the hands which 
had learned to weigh and to mea- 
sure. 

As to the Count's legislative autho- 
rity, it had become co-ordinate with, 
if not subordinate to, that of the repre- 
sentative body. He was strictly pro- 
hibited from interfering with the right 
of the separate or the general states to 
assemble as often as they should think 
proper ; and he was also forbidden to 
summon them outside their own terri- 
tory.' This was one immense step in 
the progress of representative liberty, 
and the next was equally important. 
It was now formally stipulated that 
the estates were to deliberate upon all 
measures which "concerned justice 
and polity," and that no change was to 
be made — ^that is to say, no new law 
was to pass — without their consent as 



I Khiit, i. 11-16 and 846, sqqu 
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t0f/f^m»i^j if ft thftm Uf yarUiit tLe 
HtAfi*4ttvh 'A fr*aih Jtoliaa saA isffaaoih 
U*>'f\m.'* m^, rht^tty wm the end of 
ilvA Itifft/ftut \fttfvm/m agaiTMt ficffvign 

ifUUtiUfth 'DtH Ablyyt id Haint Vaa«t 
w«Mi U$ttfU'A\HUi\f iUmpsAched on a 
Hj>*''4nHi mm'um to HpalD, and tbe 
iftnf\mf \fy mii\mitmnt!r, fiad already 
l/«itf(irf i'; JH/Tir inU> th4» Xetliierlaiidii,' 

III Ui« r«/jafitim«, Famefie, while 
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t Anu•^4 30,— <W>p«r» Kittit, i. m. 

* lUrr, ffvll, 820, 021. 

* FM/I,, xvll, »20, 821.— Compare Beconc. 

* ihr, vU. 822. BtraUa, 2, iv. 22*^234. 
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ttoee vpcntae Sritftd. a 
M tb* ciruptace erf 1 ~ _ 
lC»lpa«& THi GccsL^ fbe buigliaa 
wtn outmote; the drfmrr mat pro- 
tnet«d; t^ aortics woe bold; the. 
tidrmiabca ircqaeot and a mguiui y. 
Aksandcr oomxBaadad penmiaSy in 
the trenches, eattxn^ng hia men 
hj hia ezampie, and cfUn. woxkiBg 
inth the mattodc, or handKng a q»ear 
in the iiiiiU, like a private pioneer or 
■oldier. Towards the end of the saegei, 
he scarcely erer left the accne of ope- 
ration, and he took hia meals near tiie 
ooter delencesi, thai he mig^loae no 
opportunity of superintendii^ the la- 
botin of his troops. One day his din- 
ner was laid for himself and staff in 
the open air, close to the entrench- 
ment.^ He was himself engaged in 



Meteren, xi 195. The city is in Flanders, 
on the Scheld, in the countiy of the ancient 
Nervii, from wliich valiant tribe, according 
to Meteren, it derived its name, Qude-narde, 
Oude Naarden, old Nervii.— xL 195*. 
* Bor, ubi sup. StradSy 2, iv. 225-284. 
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planting a battery against a weak point 
in the city wall, and would on no ac- 
count wiUidraw for an instant. The 
tablecloth was stretched over a number 
of drom-heads, placed close together, 
and several nobles of distinction — 
Aremberg, Montigny, Richebouig, La 
Motte, and others, were his guests at 
dinner. Hardly had the repast com- 
menced, when a ball came flying over 
the table, taking ofif the head of a 
young Walloon officer who was sitting 
near Parma, and who was earnestly 
requesting a foremost place in the 
morrow's assault. A portion of his 
skull struck out the eye of another 
gentleman present. A second ball 
from the town fortifications, equally 
well directed, destroyed two more of 
the guests as they sat at the banquet 
— one a German captain, the other the 
Judge-Advocate-GeneraL The blood 
and brains of these unfortunate indi- 
viduals were strewn over the festive 
board, and the others all started to 
iheir feet, having little appetite left 
for their dinner. Alexander alone re- 
mained in his seat, manifesting no 
discomposure. Quietly ordering the 
attend^mts to remove the dead bodies, 
and to bring a clean tablecloth,^ he 
insisted that his guests should resume 
their places at the banquet which had 
been interrupted in such ghastly fa- 
shion. He stated with very determined 
aspect that he could not allow the 
horetic burghers of Oudenarde the 
tritmiph of frightening him from his 
dinner, or from the post of danger. 
The other gentlemen could, of course, 
do no less than imitate the impassi- 
bility of their chief, and the repast was 
accordingly concluded without further 
interruption. Not long afterwards, the 
city, close pressed by so determined 
a commander, accepted tei;ps, which 
were more favourable by reason of the 
respect which Alexander chose to ren- 
der to his mother's birthplace. The 
pillage was commuted for thirty thou- 
sand crowns, and on the 6th of July 
the place was surrendered to Parma 



1 ♦«. aolus Alexander nee sedem nee 

vultum mutavit jubet auferri illinc, 

humarique cadavera, aua induci in immsam 
Untea, aUas dopes."— Strada, 2, v. 283. 
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almost xmder the very eyes of Anjou, 
who was making a demonstration of 
relieving the siege.' 

Ninove, a citadel then belonging to 
the Egmont family, was next reduced. 
Here, too, the defence was more obsti- 
nate than could have been expected 
from the importance of the place, and 
as the autumn advanced, Parma's 
troops were nearly starved in their 
trenches, from the insufficient supplies 
furnished them. They had eaten no 
meat but horseflesh for weeks, and 
even that was gone. The cavalry 
horses were all consumed, and even 
the chargers of the officers were not 
respected. An aid-de-camp of Parma 
fastened his steed one day at the door 
of the Prince's tent, while he entered 
to receive his commander's instructions. 
When he came out again, a few minutes 
afterwards, he found nothing but the 
saddle and bridle hanging where he 
had fastened the horse. Remonstrance 
was useless, for the animal had already 
been cut into quai-ters, and the only 
satisfaction offered to the aid-de-camp 
was in the shape of a steak. The famine 
was long familiarly known as the " Ni- 
nove starvation," but notwithstanding 
this obst^le, the place was eventually 
surrendCred.^ 

Attempt upon Lochum, an im- 
city in G^lderland, was unsuc- 
place being relieved by the 
I)uke of Anjou's forces, and Parma's 
troops forced to abandon the siege. 
At Steenwyk, the royal arms were 
more successful, Colonel Tassis, con- 
ducted by a treacherous Frisian pea- 
sant, having surprised the city which 
had so long and so manfully sustained 
itself against Renneberg during the 
preceding winter. With this event 
the active operations under Parma 
closed for the year. By the end of 
the autumn, however, he had the satis- 
faction of numbering, under his com- 
mand, full sixty thousand well-appoint- 
ed and disciplined troops, including 
the large reinforcements recently de- 
spatched from Spain and Italy.* The 



a Strada, 2, v. 232-234. — Compare Bor, 
xvii. 322. Hoofd, xix. 812. 

« Strada, 2, v. 242. 

* 66,650 infanbynnd 3537 cavalry— total, 
60,087.— Meteren, xi. 198». 
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monthly expense of this army — half 
of which was required for garrison 
duty, leaving only the other moiety 
for field operations — was estimated at 
six hundred and fifty thousand florins,^ 
The forces under Anjou and the imited 
provinces were also largely increased, 
80 that the marrow of the land was 
again in fair way of being thoroughly 
exhausted by its defenders and its foes.^ 
The incidents of Anjou's adminis- 
tration, meantime, during the year 
1682, had been few and of no great 
importance. After the pompous and 
elaborate "homage-making" at Ant- 
werp, he had, in the month of July, 
been formally accepted, by writing, as 
Duke of Guelders and Lord of Fries- 
land. In the same month he had been 
ceremoniously inaugurated at Bruges 
as Count of Flanders — an occasion upon 
which the Prince of Orange had been 
present. In that ancient and stately 
city there had been, accordingly, much 
marching about under triumphal 
arches, much cannonading and ha- 
ranguing, much symbol work of suns 
dispelling fogs, with other cheerful 
emblems, much decoration of ducal 
shoulders with velvet robes lined with 
weasel skin, much blazing of tar- 
barrels and torches.' In the midst of 
this event, an attempt was made upon 
the lives both of Orange and Anjou. 
An Italian, named Basa, and a Span- 
iard, called Salseda, were detected in 
a scheme to administer poison to both 
princes, and when arrested, confessed 
that they had been hired by the Prince 
of Parma to compass this double as- 
sassination. Basa destroyed himself 
in prison. His body was, however, 
gibbeted, with an inscription that he 

1 654,366 guldens.— Meteren. 

« Meteren, xi. 197. Tassis, vi. 433. Strada, 
2, V. 244, 245. 

« Bor, xvii. 828, 829, 832. Meteren, xi. 
196. A rising sun, with the motto, "fovet 
et discutit," was the favourite device of 
Aiyou. 

* Bor, xvii. 331.*Hoofd, xix. 814, 815. 
Meteren, xi. 196. Egmont pretended to be 
studying alohemy with Salseda. 

* Meteren, Hoofd, ubi sup. See a letter 
of Orange to Josse Borluut, October 11, 
1680, requesting him to furnish young La- 
raoral yffith needful funds, adding, "le prin- 
cipal point pour se feire valoir au chemm do 
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had attempted, at the instigation of 
Parma, to take the lives of Orange and 
Anjou. Salseda, less fortunate, was 
sent to Paris, where he was found 
guilty, and executed by being torn to 
pieces by four horses. Sad to relate, 
Lamoral Egmont, yomiger son and 
namesake of the great general, was 
intimate with Salseda, and implicated 
in this base design.^ His mother, on 
her death-bed^ had especially recom- 
mended the youth to the kindly care 
of Orange.*^ The Prince had ever 
recognised the claim, manifesting uni- 
form tenderness for the son of his ill- 
starred friend ; and now the youthful 
Lamoral — as if the name of Egmont 
had not been sufficiently contaminated 
by the elder brother's treason at 
Brussels — had become the comrade of 
hired conspirators against his guar- 
dian's life. The affair was hushed up, 
but the story was current and generally 
believed that Egmont had himself 
undertaken to destroy the Prince at 
his own table by means of poison 
which he kept concealed in a ring. 
Saint Aldegonde was to have been 
taken off in the same way, and a 
hollow ring filled with poison was said 
to have been found in Egmont's lodg- 
ings.® 

The young noble was imprisoned; 
his guilt was far from doubtful ; but 
the powerful intercessions of Orange 
himself, combined with Egmont's near 
relationship to the French Queen, 
saved his life, and he was permitted, 
after a brief captivity, to take hia 
departure for France.^ 

The Duke of Anjou, a month later, 
was received with equal pomp, in the 
city of Ghent. Here the ceremonies 



la vert»i pour auquel continu«r au bien en 
mieulx, ay donn% ordre qu'il soit guid^de 

Bjrsonues & ce bien propres et qualifife."— 
ocumenta luedits, par Kcrvyn de Volkaers- 
beke et J. Diegerick, ii. 158. 

« "Wreede Turkshe wondorlijcke ver- 
haaltnge van dit leste verraet, teghen Ducks 
Dangu (sic) en tegen den edelen P. v. Oran- 
gien, " etc, , etc. — Leyden, 1582. This curious 
pamphet, in the Duncan collection, consists 
of a 'letter from Bruges of 25th July, and 
another from Antwerp, of 27th July 1582. 

y Louise de Vaudemont, wife of Henry in» 
was daughter of the great Count Egmont's 
sister. She was, consequently, first cousin 
to young Lamoral % 
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were interrupted in another manner. 
The Prince of Parma, at the head of a 
few regiments of Walloons, making an 
attack on a body of troops by which 
Anjou had been escorted into Flanders, 
the troops retreated in good order, and 
without much loss, under the walls of 
Qhent, where a long and sharp action 
took place, much to the disadvantage 
of Parma. The Prince of Orange and 
the Duke of Anjou were on the city 
walls during the whole skirmish, giving 
orders and superintending the move- 
ments of their troops, and at nightfall 
Parma was forced to retire, leaving a 
large number of dead behind him.^ 

The 15th day of December, in this 
year was celebrated — according to the 
new ordinance of Gregory the Thir- 
teenth — as Christmas.' It was the 
occasion of more than usual merry- 
making among the Catholics of Ant- 
werp, who had procured, during the 
preceding summer, a renewed right of 
public worship from Anjou and the 
estates. Many nobles of high rank 
came from France, to pay their homage 
to the new Duke of Brabant. They 
secretly expressed their disgust, how- 
ever, at the close constitutional bonds 
in which they found their own future 
sovereign imprisoned by the provinces. 
They thought it far beneath the dignity 
of the "Son of France" to play the 
secondary part of titular Duke of Bra- 
bant, Count of Flanders, Lord of Fries- 
land, and the like, while the whole 
power of government was lodged with 
the states. They whispered that it 
was time to take measures for the 
incorporation of the Netherlands into 
France, and they persuaded the false 
and fickle Anjou that there would 
never be any hope of his royal bro- 
ther's assistance, except upon the 
understanding that the blood and 
treasure of Frenchmen were to be 
spent to increase the power, not of 
upstart and independent provinces, 
but of the French crown.* 

They struck the basest chords of 

1 Bor, xviL 884. Strada. 2, v. 240, 241. 
Keteren, zl. 197. 

» Bor, xvli. 338. Meteren, xi. 198, sqq. 
Hoofd, six. 827. Stnula» 2, v. 245. 
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the Duke's base nature by awakening 
his jealousy of Orange. His whole 
soul vibrated to the appeal He 
already hated the man by whose 
superior intellect he was overawed, 
and by whose pure character he was 
shamed. He stoutly but secretly 
swore that he would assert his own 
rights, and that he would no longer 
serve as a shadow, a statue, a zero, 
a Matthias.^ It is needless to add, 
that neither in his own judgment nor 
in that of his mignona, were the con- 
stitutional articles which he had re- 
cently sworn to support, or the solemn 
treaty which he had signed and sealed 
at Bordeaux, to furnish any obstacles 
to his seizure of imlimited power, 
whenever the design could be cleverly 
accomplished. He rested not, day or 
night, in the elaboration of his plan. 

Early in January 1583, he sent one 
night for several of his intimate asso- 
ciates, to consult with him after he 
had retired to bed. He complained 
of the insolence of the states, of the 
importunity of the council which they 
had forced upon him, of the insuflfi- 
cient sums which they furnished 
both for him and his troops, of the 
daily insults offered to the Catholic 
religion. He protested that he should 
consider liimself disgraced in the eyes 
of all Christendom, should he longer 
consent to occupy his present ignoble 
position. But two ways were open to 
him, he observed ; either to retire al- 
together from the Netherlands, or to 
maintain his authority with the strong 
hand, as became a prince. The first 
course would cover him with disgrace. 
It was therefore necessary for him to 
adopt the other. He then unfolded 
his plan to his confidential friends. La 
Foug^re, De Fazy, Valette, the sons 
of Mar^chal Biron, and others. Upon 
the same day, if possible, he was deter- 
mined to take possession, with his own 
troops, of the principal cities in Flan- 
ders. Dunkirk, Dixmuyde, Denre- 
monde, Bruges, uhent, Vilvoorde, 



8 Bor, xvli. 339, sqq. 
sqq, Meteren, xi. 199, 
837, 838. 

* Bor, xviL 839. Hoofd, xix. 837. 
2, V. 247. 
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AUmA, and other imporUiit places, 
krere to be nmultuieously inraded, 
under pretex t of quietiiig tomultB art- 
fally created aad encouraged between 
the burghers and the garrisons, while 
Antwerp was reserved for his own 
especial e nt erprise. That important 
cafiitad he would carry by surprise at 
the same moment in which the other 
cities were to be secured by his lieu- 
tenants.^ 

The plot was pronounced an excel- 
lent one by the fnends around his bed 
— all of them eager for Catholic supre- 
macy, for the establishment of the 
right divine on the part of France to 
the Netherlands, and for their share 
in the sacking of so many wealthy 
cities at once. These worthless ii»»7Roit8 
applauded their weak master to the 
echo; whereupon the Duke leaped 
from his bed, and kneeling on the floor 
in his night-gown, raised his eyes and 
his clasped hands to heaven, and 
piously invoked the blessing of the Al- 
mighty upon the project which he 
had thus announced.* He added the 
solemn assurance that, if favoured 
with success in his undertaking, he 
would abstain in future from all un- 
chastity, and forego the irregular 
habits by which his youth had been 
stained. Having thus bribed the 
Deity, and received the encourage- 
ment of his flatterers,' the Duke got 
into bed again. His next care was to 
remove the Seigneur du Flessis, whom 
he had observed to be often in colloquy 
with the Prince of Orange, his suspici- 
ous and guilty imagination finding no- 
thing but mischief to himself in the 
conjunction of two such natures. He 
therefore dismissed Du Plessis, under 
pretext of a special mission to his 
sister, Margaret of Navarre; but in 
reality, that he might rid himself of 
the presence of an intelligent and 
honourable countryman.* 

On the 15th January 1583, the day 
fixed for the exegution of the plot, 
the French commandant of Dunkirk, 
Captain Chamois, skilfully took advan- 
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tsge of a digbt quarrel hefeween the 
citizens and the garrisao, to secure 
that i mpor t ant fronlaer town. The 
same means were employed simul- 
taneously, with similar results, at Os- 
tend, Dixnrayde, Denxemoaide, Alosty 
and Vilvoorde, but there was a fatal 
delay at one important city. La Fou- 
g^re, who had been with Chamois at 
I Dunkirk, was arrested on his way to 
Bruges by some patriotic citizens who 
had got wind of what had just be^i 
occurring in the othor cities, so that 
when Valette, the provost of Anjou, 
and Colonel la Bebours, at the head 
of fifteen hundred Frendi troops, s^ 
peared before the gates, entrance was 
flatly refused. De Grijse, burgomaster 
of Bruges, encouraged his fellow towns- 
men l^ words and stout action, to re- 
sist the nefarious project then on foot 
against religious Hboiy and &ee go- 
vernment, in favour of a new foreign 
tyranny.* He spoke to men who 
could sympathise with^ and second his 
courageous resolution, and the delay 
of twenty-four hours,^ during which 
the burghers had time to take the 
alarm, saved the city. The whole 
population was on the alert, and the 
baffled Frenchmen were forced to re- 
tire from the gates, to avoid being 
torn to pieces by the citizens whom 
they had intended to surprise. 

At Antwerp, meanwhile, the Duke 
of Anjou had been rapidly maturing 
his plan, under pretext of a contem- 
plated enterprise against the city of 
Endhoven, having concentrated what 
he esteemed a sufficient nxmiber of 
French troops at Boi^erhout, a village 
close to the walls of Antwerp. 

On the 16th of January, suspicion 
was aroused in the city. A man in a 
mask entered the mainguard-house in 
the night, mysteriously gave warning 
that a great crime was in contempla- 
tion, and vanished before he could be 
arrested. His accent proved him to 
be a Frenchman. Strange rumours 
flew about the streets. A vague un- 
easiness pervaded the whole popula- 



1 Bor, xvii. 339, 340. Meteren, xi. 200, 
201. Hoofd, xix. 837, 838. Strada, 2, v. 
^S, '249. 

s Dopositiou of La Fougdre, the Duke's 



maitre d'h6tel, in Bor, xvii. 340. Hoofd, 
xix. 838. 

8 Ibid. Strada. 2, v. 248. 

* Bor, xvii 340. Hoofa, xix. 884. 
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ti<m as to the intention of their new 
master, but nothing was definitely 
known, for of course there was entire 
ignorance of the events which were 
just oocurring in other cities. The 
colonels and captains of the burgher 
guard came to consult the Prince of 
Orange. He avowed the most entire 
confidence in the Duke of Anjou, but, 
at the same time, recommended that 
-tiie chains should be drawn, the lan- 
terns hung out, and the drawbridge 
raised an hour earlier than usual, and 
that other precautions, customary in 
the expectation of an attack, should 
be duly taken. He likewise sent the 
Burgomaster of the interior, Dr Alos- 
tanus, to the Duke of Anjou, in order 
to commimicate the suspicions created 
in the minds of the city authorities by 
the recent movements of troops.^ 

Anjou, thus addressed, protested in 
the most solemn manner that nothing 
was farther from his thoughts rthan 
any secret enterprise against Antwerp. 
He was willing, according to the figure 
of speech which he had always ready 
upon every emergency, "to shed every 
drop of Kis blood in her defence.'* He 
Bwore that he would signally punish 
all those who had dared to invent such 
calumnies against himself and bis 
&ithful Frenchmen, declaring ear- 
nestly, at the same time, that the 
troops had only been assembled in the 
regi^ar course of their duty. As the 
Duke was so loud and so fervent ; as 
he, moreover, made no objections to 
the precautionary mes^ures which had 
been taken; as the burgomaster 
thought, moreover, that the public 
attention thus aroused would render 
all evil designs futile, even if any had 
been entertained ; it was thought that 
the city might sleep in security for that 
night at least.^ 

On the following morning, as vague 
suspicions were stiU entertained by 
many influential persons, a deputation 

1 Corte Verclaering, ghedaea by Burge- 
meesteren, Schepenen ende Raedt der Btadt 
Antwerpen, nopende den aenslaeg tegen de 
selve stadt aengerichtet den xvii deser 
maendt, Jan. 1688. — Antwerp. Christ. Plan- 
tin, 1588. This is the official accoiinfc— pub- 
lished by authority immediately after the 
event— and the source whence Bor, Meteren, 
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of magistrates and militia officers 
waited upon the Duke, the Prince of 
Orange — although himself still feeling 
a confidence which seems now almost 
inexplicable — consentingto accompany 
them. The Duke was more vehement 
than ever in his protestations of loyalty 
to his recent oaths, as well as of 
deep affection for the Netherlands — 
for Brabant in particular, and for Ant- 
werp most of fill, and he made use of 
all his vivacity to persuade the Prince, 
the burgomasters, and the colonels, 
that they had deeply wronged him by 
such unjust suspicious. His assertions 
were accepted as sincere, and the de- 
putation withdrew, Anjou having first 
solemnly promised — at the suggestion 
of Orange — not to leave the city during 
the whole day, in order that unneces- 
sary suspicion might be prevented.* 

This pledge the Duke proceeded to 
violate sdmost as soon as made. Orange 
returned with confidence to his own 
house, which was close to the citadel, 
and therefore far Removed from the 
proposed point of attack, but he had 
hardly arrived there when he received 
a visit from the Duke's private secre- 
tary, Quinaay, who invited him to ac- 
company his Highness on a visit to 
the camp. Orange declined the re- 
quest, and sent an earnest prayer to 
the Duke not to leave the city that 
morning.- The Duke dined as usual 
at noon. While at dinner he received 
a letter, was observed to turn pale on 
reading it, and to conceal it hastily 
in a muff which he wore on his left 
arm. The repast finished, the Duke 
ordered his horse. The animal was 
restive, and so strenuously resisted 
being mounted that, although it was 
his usual charger, it was exchanged 
for another. T^s second horse started 
in such a flurry that the Duke lost his 
cloak, and almost his seat. He main- 
tained his self-possession, however, and 
placing himself at the head of his body- 

and other contemporary chroniclers have 
derived the details of this important trans- 
action. — Compare Bor, xvii. 841, sqq. ; Me- 
teren, xi. 201, sqq. Hoofd, xix. 838, 839, 
sqq. Beid., m. 46. 

a Corte Verclaering. Bor, Hoofd, Me- 
teren, ubi sup. Bv. Reidani, iii. 46, 47. 

* Bor, xviL 842. Corte Verclaering, etc. 
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gxiarvl and some troopen, numbering 
in all thn*« hundred mounted men, 
rvxle out of the palace>yard towards the 
Ki^xlorp gate.^ 

This |x>rtal opened on the ro*d to- 
wards Bi.>r^rhout, where his troops 
were stationed, and at the present day 
bears the name of that village. It is 
on the side of the city farthest re- 
moTvd frv>m and exactly opposite the 
river. The town was very quiet, the 
streets almost deserted ; for it was one 
oVKvk. the universal dmner-hour. and 
all $iis|>knon had been disarmed by the 
energetic i>rv^testations of the Ihike. 
The guard at the gate looked listlessly 
xipv>n the oa^-alcade as it approached, 
Imt as s^xm as Anjou had crossed the 
tirst ^Irawbrivige. he rose in his stimips 
ami wav<»d his hand. " There is your 
city, my Ijkls." saivl he to the troopers 
l>ehinii him : " gv> and take possession 
of it!"* 

At the same time he set spurs to 
his horse, and galloped off towards the 
camp at lx>rgerhiHit. Instantly after- 
wani$. a gentleman of his suite. Count 
Koohe|H>t.* affected to have broken his 
leg through the plunging of his horse, 
a circumstance by which he had been 
Tiolently pressed against the wall as 
he entered the gate. Kaiser, the com- 
mamiiiig otKcer at the guard>house, 
stepped kimily forward to render him 
assistance, and his reward was a des- 
perate thrust frt>m the Frenchman's 
rapier. As he wore a steel cuirass, 
he fortunately escaped with a slight 
wound.* 

The expre^ion. "bn^ken leg.** was 
the watch-woni, fv.^r at one and the 
Bame instant, the tnH'»j>er8 and guards- 
men of Anjou set u^Km the burgher 
watch at the gate, and butchenxi every 
man. A sutHcient force was left to 
protect the entrance thus easily mas- 
tered, while the rest of the l?Vench- 
men entere<.i the town at full gallop, 



1 Ihx^fv^. \ix. SSi^W, Metervn, xi. 201. 
Bor. \v«. 84:?. 

< Cort* Vorv'Wrii>K. *^^ Kor. Motown. 
ITiH^M. u\»i j»u|v 8(iwU^ 2; v. 249. Ev. 
Koid.. iii. 47. 

* "IXnit lonoin wt wwevelitians roubli." 
says IV Thvnu AiUut^;. "et pl\lt a Dieu que 
rnfjuMif do «Kvi\ Aotivui 1« t\\t aiissi !" — Tom. 
ix. liv. 77, }>. 97. IU7U, tiowover, s«ys ic 
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shrieking " ViUe gaignie, viUe gatgniel 
Ttre la maaet rive le Jhic cP Anjou/** 
They were followed by their comrades 
from the camp outside, who now poured 
into the town at the preconcerted sig- 
nal, at least six hundred cavalry and 
three thousand musketeers, all per- 
fectly appointed, entering Antwerp at 
once. From the Eipdorp gate two 
main arteries — the streets called the 
Kipdorp and the Meer — led quite 
through the heart of the city, towards 
the town-house and the river beyond. 
Along these great thoroughfares the 
French soldiers advanced at a rapid 
pace ; the cavalry clattering furiously 
in the van, shouting " ViUe gaign^e, 
tUle gaigniti vivt la mesae, vivt la 
wkOKl tme, tme, tue/"'^ 

The burghers coming to door and 
window to look for the cause of all 
this disturbance, were saluted with 
ToUeys of musketry. They were for 
a moment astonished, but not appalled, 
for at first they believed it to be 
merely an accidental tumult. Observ- 
ing however, that the soldiers, meet- 
iog with but little effective resistance, 
were dispersing into dwellings and 
warehouses, particularly into the shops 
of the goldsmiths and lapidaries, the 
citizens remembered the dark suspi- 
cions whidi had been so rife, and many 
recalled to mind that distinguished 
French officers had during tiie last 
few days been carefully ftxi^nnining the 
treasures of the jeweUers, under pre- 
text of purchasing, but, as it now 
appeared, with intent to rob intelli- 
gently.' 

The burghers, taking this rapid view 
of their position, flew instantly to 
arms. Chains and barricades were 
stretched across the streets ; the trum- 
<pets sounded through the city; the 
municipal guards swarmed to the 
rescue. An effective rally was made, 
as usual, at the Bourse whither a large 



was Cotrnt Rochepot. — Ann. Belg. S47. De 
Weert's MS. Jounud also gixes the name aud 
the incident. 

* De Thou, Beyd. Bor, Meteren, Hoofd. 

* Corte Yerclaering, etc Bor, xvii. S4S. 
Hoofd. xix. S41, sqq. Metei^ai, Beyd, ul4 
sap. Stradai 2, v. 249. sqq. 

* £trada» ^ v. SoS. Et. Bddani, iL 63. 
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detachment of the invaders had forced 
their way. Inhabitants of all classes 
and conditions, noble and simple, 
CathoUc and Protestant, gave each 
other the hand, and swore to die at 
each other 8 side in defence of the city 
against the treacherous strangers. The 
gathering was rapid and enthusiastic. 
Gentlemen came with lance and 
cuirass, burghers with musket and 
bandoleer, artisans with axe, mallet, 
and other implements of their trade. 
A bold baker, standing by his oven — 
stark naked, according to the custom 
of bakers at that day — ^rushed to the 
street as the sound of the tumult 
reached his ear. With his heavy bread 
shovel, which he still held in his hand, 
he dealt a French cavalry officer, just 
riding and screaming by, such a hearty 
blow that he fell dead from his horse. 
The baker seized the officer's sword, 
sprang all unattired as he was, upon 
his steed, and careered furiously 
through the streets, encouraging his 
countrymen everywhere to the attack, 
and dealing dismay through the ranks 
of the enemy. His services in that 
eventful hour were so signal that he 
was publicly thanked afterwards by 
the magistrates for his services, and 
rewarded with a pension of three 
hundred florins for life.^ 

The invaders had been forced from 
the Bourse, while another portion of 
them had penetrated as far as the 
Market-place. The resistance which 
they encountered became every instant 
more formidable, and Fervacques, a 
leading French officer, who was cap- 
tured on the occasion, acknowledged 
that no regular troops could have 
fought more bravely than did these 
stalwart burghers.* Women and chil- 
dren mounted to roof and window, 
whence they hurled, not only tiles and 
chimney pots, but tables, ponderous 
chairs, and other bulky articles, upon 
the heads of the assailants,^ while such 
citizens as had used all their bullets. 
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loaded their pieces with the silver 
buttons from their doublets, or twisted 
gold and silver coins with their teeth 
into ammimition. With a population 
so resolute, the four thousand invaders, 
however audacious, soon found them- 
selves swallowed up. The city had 
closed over them like water, and within 
an hour nearly a third of their whole 
number had been slain. Very few of 
the burghers had perished, and fresh 
numbers were constantly advancing to 
the attack. The Frenchmen, blinded, 
staggering, beaten, attempted to re- 
treat. Many threw themselves from 
the fortifications into the moat. The 
rest of the survivors struggled through 
the streets — falling in large numbers 
at every step — towards the point at 
which they had so lately entered the 
city. Here at the Kipdorp gate was a 
ghastly spectacle, the slain being piled^ 
up in the narrow passage full ten feet 
high, while some of the heap, not 
quite dead, were striving to extricate 
a hand or foot, and others feebly 
thrust forth their heads to gain a 
mouthful of air.* 

From the outside, some of Anjou's 
officers were attempting to climb over 
this mass of bodies in order to enter 
the city ; from the interior, the baffled 
and fugitive remnant of their comrades 
were attempting to force their passage 
through the same horrible barrier; 
while many dropped at every instant 
upon the heap of slain, under the blows 
of the unrelenting burghers.'' On the 
other hand, Count Rochepot himself, 
to whom the principal command of 
the enterprise had been entrusted by 
Anjou, stood directly in the path 
of his fugitive soldiers, not only bitterly 
upbraiding them with their cowardice, 
but actually slaying ten or twelve of 
them with his own hands,* as the most 
effectual mode of preventing their 
retreat. Hardly an hour had elapsed 
from the time when the Duke of Anjou 
first rode out of the Blipdorp gate. 



Hoofd, xix. 841, 842, 843. Strada, 2, v. 260. 
"Ut duorum altitudinem hominum ezae- 
quaret cadaverum strues." 

» Meteren, xi. 201, sqq., who had his in- 
formation from eye-witnesses. — Compare 
Hoofd, Bor, Meteren, Strada, loc. cit. 

< Hoofd, xix. 843. Roidaiii, iiL 47. 
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before nearly the whole of the force 
which he had sent to accomplish his 
base design was either dead or captive. 
Two hundred and fifty nobles of high 
rank and illustrious liame were killed; 
recognised at once as they lay in the 
streets by their magnificent costume. 
A larger ntmiber of the gallant chivalry 
of France had been sacrificed — as An j ou 
confessed — in this treacherous and 
most shameful enterprise, than had 
often fallen upon noble and honoin:- 
able fields. Nearly two thousand of 
the rank and file had perished, land 
the rest were prisoners. It was at first 
asserted that exactly fifteen hundred 
and eighty-three Frenchmen had fallen, 
but this was only because this number 
happened to be the date of the year, to 
wluch the lovers of marvellous coinci- 
dences struggled very hard to make 
the returns of the dead correspond. 
Less than one hundred burghers lost 
their lives.^ 

Anjou, as he looked on at a distance, 
was bitterly reproached for his treason 
by several of the high-minded gentlemen 
about his person, to whom he had not 
dared to confide his plot. The Duke 
of Montpensier protested vehemently 
that he washed his hands of the whole 
transaction, whatever might be the 
issue.* He was responsible for the 
honour of an illustrious house, which 
should never be stained, he said, if he 
could prevent it, with such foul deeds. 
The same language was held by Laval, 
by Rochefoucauld, and by the Mardchal 
de Biron, the last gentleman, whose 
two sons were engaged in the vile en- 
terprise, bitterly cursing the Duke to 
his face, as he rode through the gate 
after revealing his secret undertaking.^ 

Meanwhile, Anjou, in addition to 
the pimishment of hearing these re- 
proaches from men of honour, was the 
victim of a rapid and violent fluctua- 
tion of feeling. Hope, fear, triumph, 
doubt, remorse, alternately swayed him. 
As he saw the fugitives leaping from 

1 According to a statement made by a 
French prisoner, more than fifty gentlemen 
had been killed, of whom the poorest had 
six thousand livres annual income, Bor, 
xvii. 843.— Compare Meteren, xi. 202. Ev 
Reid., iii. 48. Strada, 2, v. 262. Hoofd' 
xix. 843. 
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the walls, he shouted exultingly, with- 
out accurately discerning what maimer 
of men they were, that the dty was 
his, that four thousand of his brave 
soldiers were there, and were hurling 
the bui^hers from the battlements. 
On being made afterwards aware of his 
error, he was proportionably depress- 
ed; and when it was obvious at last 
that the result of the enterprise was 
an absolute and disgraceful '&ilure, 
together with a complete exposure of 
his treachery, he fau-ly mounted his 
horse, and fled conscience-stricken from 
the scene.* 

The attack had been so unexpected, 
in consequence of the credence that 
had been rendered by Orange and the 
magistracy to the solemn protestations 
of the Duke, that it had been naturally 
out of any one's power to prevent the 
catastrophe. The Prince was lodged 
in a part of the town remote from the 
original scene of action, and it does not 
appear that information had reached 
him that anything unusual was occur- 
ring, until ihe affair was approaching 
its termination. Then there was little 
for him to do. He hastened, however, 
to the scene, and mounting the ram- 
parts, persuaded the citizens to cease 
cannonading the discomfited and retir- 
ing foe. He felt the fuU gravitv of 
the situation, and the necessity of di- 
minishingthe rancour of the inhabitants 
against their treacherous allies, if such 
a result were yet possible.* The 
burghers had done their duty, and it 
certainly would have been neither in 
his power nor his inclination to protect 
the French marauders from expulsion 
and castigation. 

Such was the termination of the 
French Fury, and it seems sufficiently 
strange that it should have been so 
much less disastrous to Antwerp than 
was the Spanish Fury of 1576, to which 
men could still scarcely allude without 
a shudder. One would have thought 
the French more likely to prove sue- 

« De Thou, ix. 87, and xxviL 

«.t °??^^^^^- ^^' Bentivoglio, 2, ii, 268, 
271. De Thou. loo. cit. 

* Corte Verclaering. Meteren, xL 201'*. 
Bor, xvii. 343. Hoofd, xix. 842. 

fi Meteren, xi. 201^. Hoofd, xix. 843.— 
Compare Bentivoglio^ 2, ii. 271. 
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cessful in their enterprise than the 
Spaniards in theirs. The Spaniards 

' were enemies against whom the city 
had long been on its guard. The 
French were friends in whose sincerity 
a somewhat shaken confidence had just 
been restored. When the Spanish at- 
tack was made, a large force of def en- 
ders was drawn up in battle array be- 
hind freshly strengthened fortifications. 
When the French entered at leisure 
through a scarcely guarded gate, the 
whole population and garrison of the 
town were quietly eating their dinners. 
The numbers of the invading forces on 
the two occasions did not materially 
differ ; but at the time of the French 
Fury there was not a large force of 
regular troops under veteran generals 
to resist the attack. Perhaps this was 
the main reason for the result, which 
seems at first almost inexplicable. For 
protection against the Spanish invasion, 
the burghers relied Sb. mercenaries, 

* some of whom proved treacherous, 
while the rest became panic-struck. 
On the present occasion the bui^ghers 
relied on themselves. Moreover, the ■ 
French committed the great error of 
despising their enemy. Recollecting 
the ease with which the Spaniards had 
ravished the city, they believed that 
they had nothing to do but to enter 
and take possession. Instead of re- 
pressing their greediness, as the Span- 
iards had done, until they had over- 
come resistance, they dispersed almost 
immediately into by-streets, and enter- 
ed warehouses to search for plunder. 
They seemed actuated by a fear that 
they should not have time to rifle the 
city before additional troops should be 
sent by Anjou to share in the spoil.^ 
They were less used to the sacking of 
Ketherland cities than were the Span- 
iards, whom long practice had made 
perfect in the art of methodically 
butchering a population at first, be- 
fore attention should be diverted to 
plundering, and supplementary out- 
rages. At any rate, whatever the 
causes, it is certain that the panic, 
which upon such occasions generally 



1 Strada, 2, v. 252. Beidani, ii. 53. 
3 Meteren, xi. 202i>. Hoofd, xx. 
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decides the fate of the day, seized upon 
the invaders and not upon the invaded, 
almost from the very first. As soon 
as the marauders faltered in their pur- 
pose and wished to retreat, it was all 
over with them. Returning was worse 
than advance, and it was the almost 
inevitable result that hardly a man 
escaped death or capture. 

The Duke retreated the same day in 
the direction of Denremonde, and on 
his way met with another misfortune, 
by which an additional number of his 
troops lost their lives. A dyke was 
cut by the Mechlin citizens to impede 
his march, and the swollen waters of 
the Dill, liberated and flowing across 
the country which he was to traverse, 
produced such an inundation, that at 
least a thousand of his followers were 
drowned.* 

As soon as he had established him- 
self in a camp near Berghem, he open- 
ed a correspondence with the Prince 
of Orange, and with the authorities of 
Antwerp. His language was marked 
by wonderful effrontery. He found 
himself and soldiers suffering for want 
of food ; he remembered that he had 
left much plate and valuable furniture 
in Antwerp ; and he was therefore de- 
sirous that the citizens, whom he had 
so basely outraged, should at once 
send him supplies and restore his pro- 
perty. He also reclaimed the prisoners 
who still remained in the city, and to 
obtain all this he applied to the man 
whom he had bitterly deceived, and 
whose life would have been sacrificed 
by the Duke, had the enterprise suc- 
ceeded.* 

It had been his intention to sack 
the city, to re-establish exclusively 
the Roman Catholic worship, to tram- 
ple upon the constitution which he 
had so recently sworn to maintain, 
to deprive Orange, by force, of the 
Renversal by which the Duke recog- 
nised the Prince as sovereign of Hol- 
land, Zealand, and Utrecht;* yet not- 
withstanding that his treason had 
been enacted in broad daylight, and 
in a most deliberate manner, he had 



> Hoofd, xix. 844.-- Compare de Thou, t. 
ix. 1. 77. 
. 4 Bor, xvii. 844. 



430 



The Rise of the 



the audacity to ascribe the recent 
tragic occurrences to chance. He had 
the farther originality to speak of him- 
self as an aggrieved person, who had 
rendered great services to the Nether- 
lands, and who had only met with 
ingratitude in return. His envoys, 
Messieurs Landmater and Escoli^res, 
despatched on the very day of the 
French Fury to the burgomasters and 
senate of Antwerp, were instructed to 
remind those magistrates that the 
Duke had repeatedly exposed his life 
in the cause of the Netherlands. The 
affronts, they were to add, which he 
had received, and the approaching 
ruin of the country, which he foresaw, 
had so altered his excellent nature, as 
to engender the present calamity, 
which he infinitely regretted. Never- 
theless, the senate was to be assured 
that his affection for the common- 
wealth was still so strong, as to induce 
a desire on his part to be informed 
what course was now to be pursued 
with regard to him. Information 
upon that important point was there- 
fore to be requested, while at the 
same time the liberation of the pri- 
soners at Antwerp, and the restoration 
of the Duke's furniture and papers, 
were to be urgently demanded.* 

Letters of similar import were also 
despatched by the Duke to the states 
of the Union, while to the Prince of 
Orange his application was brief but 
brazen. " You know well, my cousin," 
said he, " the just and frequent causes 
of offence which this people has given 
me. The insults which I this morn- 
ing experienced cut me so deeply to 
the heart, that they are the only reasons 
of the misfortime which has happened 
to-day., Nevertheless, to those who 
desire my friendship I shall shew 
equal friendship and affection. Here- 
in I shall follow the counsel you have 
imif ormly given me, since I know it 
comes from one who has always loved 
me. Therefore I beg that you will 
kindly bring it to pass, that I may 
obtain some decision, and that no in- 
jiuy may be inflicted upon my people. 



1 Bor (xvii. 844, sqq.) gives the instruc- 
tions, together with the whole correspon- 
dence. 
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Otherwise the land shall pay for it 
dearly."* 

To these appeals, neither the Prince 
nor the authorities of Antwerp an- 
swered inmiediately in their own 
names. A general consultation was, 
however, inmiediately held with the 
estates-general, and 9xl answer forth- 
with despatched to the Puke by the 
hands of his envoys. It was agreed 
to liberate the prisoners, to restore 
the furniture, and to send a special 
deputation for the purpose of making 
further arrangements with the Duke 
by word of mouth, and for this depu- 
tation his Highness was requested to 
furnish a safe conduct.* 

Anjou was overjoyed when he re-» 
ceived tl^is amicable communication. 
Believed for a time from his fears as 
to the result of his crime, he already 
assumed a higher ground. He not 
only spoke to l^e states in a paternal 
tone, which was sufl&ciently ludicrous, 
but he had actually the coolness to 
asgwre them of his forgiveness. "He 
felt hurt," he said, "that they should 
•deem a safe conduct necessary for the 
deputation which they proposed to 
send. If they thought that he had 
reason^ on account of the past, to feel 
offended, he begged them to believe 
that he had forgotten it all, and that 
he had buried the past in its ashes, 
even as if it had never been." He 
furthermore begged them — and tins 
seemed the greatest insult of all— 1» 
fiUure to trust to his word, and to be- 
lieve that if anything should be at- 
tempted to their disadvantage, he 
woiUd be the very first to offer him- 
self for their protection."* 

It will be observed that in lus first 
letters the Duke had not affected to 
deny his agency in the outrage — an 
agency so flagrant that all subterfuge 
seemed superflous. He in fact avowed 
that the attempt had been made by 
his command, but sought to palliate 
the crime on the ground that it had 
been the result of the ill-treatment 
which he had experienced from the 
states. "The afi&onts which I have 

• See the letter in Bor, xvii. 345» 

s Ibid., xviL Sid. « lUd. 
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received/' said he, ho&i to the magis- 
trates of Antwerp and to Orange, 
"have engendered the present cida- 
mity." So also, in a letter written at 
the same time to his brother, Henry 
the Third, he observed that "the in- 
dignities which were put upon him, 
and the manifest intention of the 
states to make a Matthias of him, had 
been the cause of the catastrophe."^ 

He now, however, ventured a step 
farther. Presimiing upon the indul- 
gence which he had already experi- 
enced, and bravely assuming the tone 
of injured innocence, he ascribed the 
enterprise partly to accident, and partly 
to the insubordination of his troops. 
This was the ground which he adopted 
in his interviews with the states' com- 
missioners. So also, in a letter ad- 
dressed to Van der Tympel, com- 
mandant of Brussels, in which he 
begged for supplies for his troops, he 
described the recent invasion of Ant- 
werp as entirely unexpected by him- 
self, and beyond his controL He had 
been intending, he said, to leave the 
eity and to join his army. A tumult 
had accidentally arisen between his 
soldiers and the guard at the gate. 
Other troops rushing in from without, 
had joined in the affray, so that to 
bis great sorrow an extensive disorder 
had arisen. He manifested the same 
Christian inclination to forgive, how- 
ever, which he had before exhibited. 
He observed that "good men would 
never grow cold in his regard, or find 
his afifection diminished." He assured 
Van der Tympel, in particular, of his 
ancient good-will, as he knew him to 
be a lover of the common weal.* 

In his original communications he 
had been both cringing and threaten- 
ing — but, at least, he had not denied 
truths which were plain as daylight. 
His new position considerably damaged 
his cause. This forgiving spirit on 
the part of the malefactor was a little 
more than the states could bear, dis- 
posed as they felt, from policy, to be 
Indulgent, ahd to smooth over the 
crime as gently as possible. The 

1 Bor gives the letter, xvii. 848. 
» See tiie letter to V. der Tympel ia Bor, 
xvii 34», 846. 
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negotiations were interrupted, and the 
authorities of Antwerp published a 
brief and spirited defence of their 
own conduct. They denied that any 
affront or want of respect on their 
part could have provoked the outrage 
of which the Duke had been guilty. 
They severely handled his self-contra- 
diction, in ascribing originally the 
recent attempt to his just vengeance 
for past injiu'ies, and in afterwards 
imputing it to accident or sudden 
mutiny, while they cited the simul- 
taneous attempts at Bruges, Denre- 
monde, Alost, Dixmuyde, Newport, 
Ostend, Vilvoorde, and Dunkirk, as a 
series of damning proofs of a deliberate 



The 4)ublication of such plain facts 
did not advance the negotiations when 
resumed. High and harsh words were 
interchanged between his Highness 
and the commissioners, Anjou com- 
plaining, as tu3ual, of affronts and in- 
dignities, but when pushed home for 
particulars, taking refuge in equivo- 
cation. " He did not wish," he said, 
"to re-open wounds which had been 
partially healed." He also affected 
benignity, and wishing to forgive and 
to forget, he offered some articles as 
the basis of a fresh agreement. Of 
these it is sufficient to state that they 
were entirely different from the terms 
of the Bordeaux treaty, and that they 
were rejected as quite inadmissible.* 

He wrote again to the Prince of 
Orange,'' invoking his influence to 
bring about an arrangement. The 
Prince, justly indignant at the recent 
treachery and the present insolence of 
the man whom he had so profoundly 
trusted, but feeling certain that the 
welfare of the country depended at 
present upon avoiding, if possibldj a 
political catastrophe, answered the 
Duke in plain, firm, mournful, and 
appropriate language. He had ever 
manifested to his Highness, he said, 
the most uniform and sincere friend- 
ship. He had, therefore, the right 
to tell him that affairs were now so 
changed that his greatness and glory 

» Bor. vii. 846, 847. * Ibid. xvii. 847. 
• From Vilvoorde, Jan. 25, 1583. Bor, 
xvii. 847, 848. 
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had departed. Those men in the 
NetherkndB, who, but yesterdAj, had 
been willing to die at the feet of his 
Highness, were now so exasperated 
that they avowedly preferred an open 
enemy to a treacherous protector. He 
had ho]:>ed, he said, that after what 
had happened in so many cities at 
the Bame moment, his Highness would 
have been pleased to give the deputies 
a different and a more becoming an- 
swer. He had hoped for some response 
which might lead to an arrangement. 
He, however, stated frankly, Uiat the 
articles transmitted by his Highness 
were so unreasonable that no man in 
the land would dare open his mouth 
to recommend them. His Highness, 
by this proceeding, had much d^pened 
the distrust. He warned the Duke 
accordingly, that he was not taking 
the right course to reinstate himself 
in a position of honour and glory, and 
he begged him, therefore, to suiopt 
more appropriate means. Such a step 
was now demanded of him, not only 
by the country, but by all Christen- 
dom.^ 

This moderate but heartfelt appeal 
to the better nature of the Duke, if 
he had a better nature, met with no 
immodiato response. 

While matters were in this condition, 
a special envoy arrived out of France, 
tlcfli)atched by the King and Queen- 
mother, on the first reception of the 
recent intelligence from Antwerp.^ 
3^L de Mirambeau, the ambassador, 
whose son had been killed in the 
Fury, brought letters of credence to 
the states of the Union ai^d to the 
Prince of Orange.* He delivered also 
a short confidential note, written in 
her own hand, from Catherine de 
Medici to the Prince, to the following 
effect :— 

" Mr Cousin,— The King, my son, 
and myself, send you Monsieur de Mir- 



1 Tho letter is given iti Bor, xvii. 348. 

2 Bor xvii. 849. Meteron, xi. 20 2^. 

8 Bor, Motereu, ubi sup. Hoofd, xx. 849. 

* Archives et Corrosiwndance, viii. 148. 
Bor, xvii. 349. 

» Iloofd is the authority for the anecdote, 
havmg heard it related by old inhabitants 
of tho plac«. " Replautcz la Keligiou Ca- 
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aml>fan, to prore to joa tint we do 
not beliere — ior we eateem you an 
hoDounbleiBaa — that yoawouldmani' 
f est ingratxtode to my aoo, and to 
those who have followed him for the 
welfare of your country. , We feel that 
you have too much affactixm for <Hie 
who has the suppcnt of so powerful a 
prince as the Klog of Fraooe, as to 
play him bo base a trick. Until I 
learn the truth, I ahall not renounce 
the good hope which I have always 
indulged — that you would never have 
invited my son to your country, with- 
out intending to serve him faithfully. 
As long as you do this, you may ever 
reckon on the support cd^ all who be- 
lo% to him. 

<' Tour good Couainy 

"Cathkbihb."* 

It would have been yery difficult to 
extract much infonnation or much 
comfort from this wily epistle. The 
menace was sufficiently plain, the pro- 
mise disagreeably vagua Moreover, a 
letter from the same Cath^ine de 
Medici, had been recently found in a 
casket at the Duke's lod^ngs in Ant- 
werp. In that communication, she had 
distinctly advised her son to re-establish 
the Roman Catholic religion, assuring 
him that by so doing he would be en- 
abled to marry the Infanta of Spain.* 
Nevertheless, Uie Prince, convincedlhat 
it was his duty to bridge over the deep 
and fatal chasm which had opened be- 
tween the French Prince and the pro- 
vinces, if an honourable reconcili^on 
were possible, did not attach an undue 
importance either to the stimulating or 
to the upbraiding portion of the com- 
munication from Catherine. He was 
most anxious to avert the chaos which 
he saw returning. He knew that while 
the tompers of Budolph, of the English 
Queen, and of the Protestant princes 
of Germany, and the internal condition 
of the Netherlands remained the same, 

tholique dans Anvers," said Catherine^ " et 
je me fais fort que vous vous marierez avoc 
rinfante d'Espitgne." — ^xx. 846. — Compare 
Strada, 2, v. 258, who alludes to the rumour 
•which was spread *' either by Aigou or by 
Orange," that a marriage between the Duke 
and the Infanta was in contemplation, and 
that Parma was privy to the 8ch«me. 
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it were madness to provoke the govern- 
ment of France, and thus gain an ad- 
ditional enemy, while losing their only 
friend. He did not renounce the hope 
of forming all the Netherlands — ex- 
cepting of course the Walloon pro- 
vinces already reconciled to Philip — 
into one independent commonwealth^ 
treed for ever from Spanish tyranny. 
A dynasty from a foreign house he 
was willing to accept, but only on 
condition that the new royal line 
should become naturalised in the 
Keiherlands, should conform itself to 
the siadct constitutional compact es- 
tablished, and should employ only 
natives in the administration of Ke- 
therland affairs. Notwithstanding, 
therefore, the recent treachery of An- 
jou, he was willing to treat with him 
upon the ancient basis. The dilemma 
was a very desperate one, for whatever 
might be his course, it was impossible 
that it should escape censure. Even 
at this day, it is difficult to decide 
what might have been the result of 
<^nly braving the French government, 
and expelling Anjou. The Prince of 
Parma — subtle, vigilant, prompt with 
word and blow — was waiting most 
anxiously to take advantage of every 
false step of his adversary. The pro- 
vinces had been already summoned in 
most eloquent language, to take warn- 
ing by the recent fate of Antwerp, 
and to learn by the manifestation just 
made by Anjou, of his real intentions, 
that their only salvation lay in a return 
to the King's arms.^ Anjou himself, 
as devoid of shame as of honoiir, was 
secretly holding interviews with Par- 
ma's agents, Acosta and Flaminio Car- 
nero,* at the very moment when he 
was alternately expressing to the states 
his resentment that they dared to 
doubt his truth, or magnanimously 
extending to them his pardon for their 
suspicions. He was writing letters full 
of injured innocence to Orange and to 
the states, while secretly cavilling over 
the terms of the treaty by which he 
was to sell himself to Spain. Scruples 
as to enacting so base a part did not 
trouble the "Son of France." He did 

1 Bor, xvii. 348, sqq, Metereo, xi SI02<*. 
Hoofd, XX. 849. 
VOL. II. 
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not hesitate at pla3ring this doubly 
and trebly false game with the pro- 
vinces, but he was anxious to drive the 
best possible bargain for himself with 
Parma. He offered to restore Dunkirk, 
Dixmuyde, and the other cities which 
he had so recently filched from the 
states, and to enter into a strict alli- 
ance with Philip ; but he claimed that 
certain Netherland cities on the French 
frontier should be made over to him 
in exchange. He required, likewise, 
ample protection for his retreat from 
a country which was likely to be suf- 
ficiently exasperated. Parma and hfs 
agents smiled, of course, at such exor- 
bitant terms.' Nevertheless, it was 
necessary to deal cautiously with a 
man who, although but a poor baffled 
rogue to-day, might to-morrow be 
seated on the throne of France. While 
ihey were all secretly haggling over 
the terms of the bargain, the Prince 
of Orange discovered the intrigue."* It 
convinced him of the necessity of 
closing with a man whose baseness 
was BO jMTofound, but whose position 
made his enmity, on the whole, more 
dangerous than his friendship. Anion, 
backed by so astute and unscrupulous 
a politician as Parma, was not to be 
trifled with. The feeling of doubt and 
anxiety was spreading daily through 
the country : many men, hitherto firm, 
were already wavering, while at the 
same time the Prince had no confidence 
in the power of any of the states, save 
those of Holland and Utrecht, to main- 
tain a resolute attitude of defiance, if 
not assisted from without. 

He therefore endeavoured to repair 
the breach, if possible, and thus save 
the Union. Mirambeau, in his con- 
ferences with the estates, suggested, 
on his part, all that words could effect. 
He expressed the hope that the estates 
would use their discretion "in com^ 
pounding some sweet and friendly 
medicine" for the present disorder; 
and that they would not judge thd 
Duke too harshly for a fault which he 
assured them did not come from his 
natural disposition. He warned them 
that the enemy would be quick to take 



« Strada, ii. 267. 
» Ibid., ii 265-26T. 



4 Ibid., 23T. 
2£ 
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self-protection than the treaty with 
the French Prince. He thought it, 
therefore, unjust, now that calamity 
had sprung from the measure, to 
ascribe the blame entirely to him, 
even had the injury been greater than 
the one actually sustained. He was 
far from palliating the crime, or from 
denying that the Duke's rights under 
the Treaty of Bordeaux had been 
utterly forfeited. He was now asked 
what was to be done. Of three 
courses, he said, one must be taken : 
they must make their peace with the 
King, or consent to a reconciliation 
with Anjou, or use all the strength 
which God had given them to resist, 
single-handed, the enemy. With re- 
gard to the first point, he resumed the 
argument as to the hopelessness of 
a satisfactory arrangement with the 
monarch of Spain. The recent recon- 
ciliation of the Walloon provinces and 
its shameful infraction by Parma in the 
immediate recall of large masses of 
Spanish and Italian troops, shewed 
too plainly the value of all solemn 
stipulations with his Catholic Majesty. 
Moreover, the time was impropitious. 
It was idle to look, after what had re- 
cently occurred, for even fair promises. 
It was madness then to incur the 
^miity of two sucb powers at once. 
The fVencb could do the Netherlands 
more harm as enemies than the Span- 
iards. The Spaniards would be more 
dangerous as friends, for in case of a 
treaty with Philip, the Inquisition 
would be established in the place of 
a religious peace. For these reasons 
the Mnce declared himself entirely 
opposed to any negotiations with the 
CrowD. of Spain. 

As to the second point, he admitted 
that Anjou had gained little honour 
by his recent.course, and that it would 
be a mistake on their part to stumble 
a second time over the same stone. 
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He foresaw, nevertheless, that the 
Duke— irritated as he was by the loss 
of so many of his nobles, and by the 
downfall of all his hopes in the Nether- 
lands — would be likely to inflict great 
injuries upon their cause. Two power- 
ful nations like France and Spain would 
be too- much to have on their hands at 
once. How much danger, too, would 
be incurred by braving at once the 
open wrath of the French King and 
the secret displeasure of the English 
Queen. She had warmly recommended 
the Duke of Anjou. She had said that 
honours to him were rendered to her- 
self, and she was now entirely opposed 
to their keeping the present quarrel 
alive.^ If France became their enemy, 
the road was at once opened through 
that kingdom for Spain. The estates 
were to ponder well whether they pos- 
sessed the means to carry on such a 
double war without assistance. They 
were likewise to remember how many 
cities still remained in the hands of 
Anjou, and their possible fate if the 
Duke were pushed to extremity. 

The third point was then handled 
with vigoiu:. He reminded the states 
of the perpetual difficulty of raising 
armies, of collecting money to pay for 
troops, of inducing cities to accept 
proper garrisons, of establishing a 
council which could make itself re- 
spected. He alluded briefly and bitterly 
to the perpetual quarrels of the states 
among themselves; to their mutual 
jealousy; to their obstinate parsi- 
mony ; to their jealousy of the gene- 
ral government; to their apathy and 
inertness before impending ruin. He 
would not calumniate those, he said, 
who counselled trust in God. That 
was Ais sentiment also. To attempt 
great affairs, however, and, through 
avarice, to withhold sufficient means, 
was not trusting, but tempting God. 
On the contrary, it was trusting God 



1 Discourse of Orange, apud Bor, loc. cit.— 

" vousconseiller et vons admonestrer," 

wrote Elizabeth to the states-general, "que 
Toofl donnez bien garde d'offencer un Prince 

de sa quality aijant dejik par le miprU 

pa»9( refroidi beaucoup en lux la premiere 
afftetion qu'il vous portoit. (!) Car vous 
pourriez aisement penser que s'il est «t avarU 
trriti par UUe* foiOM de faire qu'il en de- 



vienne votre ennemi. Gelui sera chose assez 
facile de se venger sur vous avec les onoyens 4 
et la force que son frfere lui pourra mettre en 
main," etc. — Lettre de la Ser«n« Roine d'Ang- 
let. MS., 20 Ap. 1683. Ord. Dep. Boek der 
St.-gl., Ao. 1682-1683, f. es?*". — Compare 
Miaabeth's instructions to Sir John Somers. 
special envoy to the Duke of Aj\jou; Ho- 
tereB> zj» 203. 
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io 'jfft tbe ia«aiis wLich He cAered to 

Whh regard, then, to the tlnee 
poiDtA, be Injected the first. Beooo- 
taiiztif/n whh the King of Spam was 
imp^-idAible. For hk aim port, he 
would m^ch pTffer ike third ctmne. 
He had alwaji* been in £aT(xir of their 
maiDtiiiniRg indepeodenoe hy their 
own means and the aasiatanoe of the 
AlrrJghtj. He was obliged, howerer, 
in sadness, t/> confess that the narrow 
feeling of indiridnal state ri^ts, the 
general tendency to disunion, and the 
constant wrang'ing, had made this 
course a ho[>f;Ie9s one. There remained, 
therefore, only the second, and they 
must effect an honourable reconciliation 
with A o jou. Whatever might be their 
dec'iMfm, hf merer, it was meet that 
it should be a s[>eedy one. Not aa 
hmir was to be lost. Many fair churches 
of Ood, in Anjou's power, were trem- 
bling r/n the ifisue, and religious and 
jK^litical liV^erty was more at stake than 
ever. In conclusion, the Prince again 
expressed his determination, whatever 
might be their decision, to devote the 
rest of liiH days to the services of his 
country.' 

The roHiilt of these representations 
by the J'rince — of frequent letters from 
Queen Elizabeth,' urging a reconcilia^ 
tion — and of the professions made by 
the Duke and the French envoys, was 
a frt-ovisional arrangement, signed on 
the 2fith and 28th of March. Accord- 
ing t<j the terms of this accord, the 
iJuko was to receive thirty thousand 
florinH for bis troops, and to surrender 
the cities still in his power. The 
French j^riwjners were to be liberated, 
the Duke's property at Antwerp was 
to bo rcHtored, and the Duke himself 
was to await at Dunkiik the arrival of 
plenipotentiaries to treat with him as 
to a now and perpetual arrangement.^ 

The negotiations, however, were 
languid. The quarrel was healed on 
the Hurfaco, but confidence so recently 
and violently uprooted was slow to 



revire. 0& tike Ssth of J^^, the 

. Duke of Ae joa left Dankxik for P^ria, 

never to ictsm to tike Setltefkiiday 

bat ke rrrhan gwi on hk deputme 

aHectioBste letseza with tiie Prince and 

tlkeeatatca. IL des Prancuix icmain- 

ed as his refiraencathre, and it w» 

' imdentood that tlie arrangcmente lor 

re-installiDg him as aoon as posHfale m 

the sorereigD^ whidi he had so hasdy 

forfeited, were to he podbed fivward ' 

j with earaestDesL^ 

I In the ^ring of tlie aune year, 
[ Gerard TruciiseBy ArciibislMp of Go- 
, logne, who had lost his aeefor the love 
' of Agnes Ifansfeld, whom he had 
! e^wnsed in defiance of tlie Pope» took 
I refuge with the Prince of Onnge at 
! Delft.' A civil war in Germany broke 
I forth, the Proteetant Princes under- 
taking to sopport the Ardihiahop, in 
opposition to Ernest of Bavaria, who 
had been appointed in hia place. The 
Palatine, John Caaimir, thought it ne- 
cessary to mount and lide as usual 
Making his appearance at the head of 
a hastily collected force, and prepared 
for another plunge into chaos, he sud- 
denly heard, however, of his elder 
brother's des^ at Heidelberg. Leav- 
ing his men, as was his habit, to shift 
for themselves, and Baron Trudisee, 
the Archbishop's brother, to fall into 
the hands of the enemy, he disappeared 
from the scene with great rapidity, in 
order that his own interests in the 
palatinate and in the guardianship of 
the young palatines might not suffer 
by his absence.* 

At this time, too, on the 12ih of 
April, the Prince of Orange was mar 
ried, for the 'fourth time, to Louisa, 
widow of the Seigneur de Teligny, and 
daughter of the illustrious Coligny/ 

In the course of the summer, the 
states of Holland and 2^ealand, always 
bitterly opposed to the connexion with 
An jou, and more than ever dissatisfied 
with the resumption of negotiations 
since the Antwerp catastrophe, sent a 
committee to the Prince in order to 



1 PJ«ooiirHo of Orange, otc. 

• Mnti.Ti-Ti. xi, '203. 

* Hoo tlio Acconl. in twenty-one articles, 
In U()r, xvii. 355-357. 

< Bor, xviii. 871, 872, sqq. Meteren, xi. 



» Bor, xviiL 360, 861. 
« Ibid., ubi sup. 

7 Ibid., xviii. 8()a. Meteren, zi. 205. Hoofd, 
ex. 864. 
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persuade him to set his face against 
the whole proceedings. They delivered 
at the same time a formal remonstrance, 
in writing (25th of August 1583) in 
which they explained how odious the 
arrangement with the Duke had ever 
been to them. They expressed the 
opinion that even the wisest might 
be sometimes mistaken, and that the 
Prince had been bitterly deceived by 
Anjou and by the French court. They 
besought him to rely upon the assist- 
ance of the Almighty, and upon the 
exertions of the nation, and they again 
hinted at the propriety of his accepting 
that supreme sovereignty over all the 
united provinces which would be so 
gladly conferred, while, for their own 
parts, they voluntarily oflFered largely 
to increase the sums annually contri- 
buted to the common defence.^ 

Very soon afterwards, in August 
1583, the states of the united pro- 
vinces assembled at Middelburg for- 
mally offered the general government 
— which under the circumstances was 
the general sovereignty — to the Prince, 
warmly urging his acceptance of the 
dignity. He manifested, howeve;*, the 
same reluctance which he had always 
expressed, demandihg that the pro- 
ject should beforehand be laid before 
the councils of all the large cities, and 
before the estates of certain provinces 
which had not been represented at the 
Middelburg diet. He also made use 
of the occasion to urge the necessity 
of jaroviding more generously for the 
army expenses and other general dis- 
bursements. As to ambitious views, 
he was a stranger to them, and his 
language at this moment was as pa- 
triotic and self-denying as at any pre- 
vious period. He expressed his thanks 
to the estates for this renewed proof 
of their confidence in his character, 
and this additional approbation of his 
course, — a sentiment which he was 
> always ready "as a good patriot to 
justify by his most faithful service." 
He reminded them, however, that he 
was no great monarch, having in his 
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own hands the means to help and the 
power to liberate them; and that even 
were he in possession of all which God 
had once given him, he should be far 
from strong enough to resist, single- 
handed, their powerful enemy. All 
that was left to him, he said, was an 
"honest and moderate experience in 
affairs." With this he was ever ready 
to serve them to the utmost; but 
they knew very well that the means to 
make that experience available were 
to be drawn from the country itself. 
With modest simplicity, he observed 
that he had been at work fifteen or 
sixteen years, doing his best, with the 
grace of God, to secure the freedom of 
the fatherland and to resist tyranny of 
conscience; that he alone— assisted by 
his brothers and some friends and rela- 
tives — ^had borne the whole burthen 
in the beginning, and that he had 
afterwards been helped by the states 
of Holland and Zealand, so that he 
could not but render thanks to God 
for His great mercy in thus granting 
His blessing to so humble an instru- 
ment, and thus restoring so many 
beautiful provinces to their ancient 
freedom and to the true religion. The 
Prince protested that this result was 
already a sufficient reward for his 
labours — a great consolation in his 
sufferings. He had hoped, he said^ 
that the estates, "taking into con- 
sideration his long-continued labours, 
would have been willing to excuse him 
from a new load of cares, and would 
have granted him some little rest in 
his already advanced age ; " that they 
would have selected " some other per- 
son more fitted for the labour, whom 
he would himself faithfully promise to 
assist to the best of his abilities, ren- 
dering him willing obedience propor- 
tionate to the authority conferred 
upon him." * 

Like all other attempts to induce the 
acceptance, by the Prince, of supreme 
authority, this effort proved ineffectual, 
from the obstinate unwillingness of his 
hand to receive the proffered sceptre. 



1 Bor, xviii 897, 398. 

2 Message of Orange to the states-general, 
HS.— "Ghe exhibeert by s^ne Exe^ den vi 



Sept., 1683." Ordinaris DepSchen Boek der 
St.-gl. A*. 1583, 1584, f. 21, 22, Hague Ar- 
chives. This very important and charac- 
teristic document has never been published. 
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In cottDevcm with this morement, ! On the 22d of September 15SS, the 
and at about the isame epoch, Jacob ' citj of Zattei, too, was smpriaed by 
BweriiM, member of the Brabant Ccnn- ' Ccdooel Tiiwin, on the fall ot which 
cH, with other deputies, waited upon | most important place, the tzeason of 
Orange, and fonnally tendered him . Oranges farother-in4aw, Coont Tan 
the sovereign dukedom of Brabant,^ | den Beig, goremor of Gnddres, was 
forfeited and vacant bj the Ute crime : revealed. His fidelitj had been long 



of Anjou. The Prince, however, reso- 
lutely refused to accept the dignity,, 
assuring the committee that he had 
not the means to afford the country as 
much protection as they had a rig^t to 
expect from their sovereign. He added 
that " he would never give the King 
of Spain the right to say that the 
Prince of Orange had be^ actuated 
by no other motives in his career than 



suspected, particiilaiiy by Cooot John 
of Xaaao, bat always earnestly vouch- 
ed for by his wife and by his sodsl^ On 
the capture of Zotf en, however, a docu- 
ment was found and made public, by 
which Van den Beig bound himsetf to 
deliver the principal cities of Gueldres 
and Zutfoi, b^;iiming with Zutfen it- 
self, into the hands of Parma, on con- 
dition of receiving the pardon and 



the hope of self -aggrandisement, and friendship of the King.* 



the desire to deprive his Majesty of 
the provinces in order to appropriate 
them to himselt" * 

Accordingly, firmly refusing to heed 
the overtures of the United States, 
and of Holland in particular, he con- 
tinued to further the re-establishment 
of Anjou — a measure in which, as he 
deliberately believed, lay the only 
chance of imion and independence. 

The Prince of Parma, meantime, had 
not been idle. He had been unable to 
induce the provinces to listen to his 
wilea, and to rush to the embrace of 
the monarch whose arms he described 
as ever open to the repentant. He 
had, however, been busily occupied in 
the course of the summer in taking up 
many of the towns which the treason 
of Anjou had laid open to his attacks.^ 

Eindhoven, Diest, Dunkirk, New- 
port, and other places, were success- 
ively surrendered to royalist generals.* 

1 Bor, xix. 466b, who had his information 
fVom Jacob Swcrius himself. — Compare Wa- 
genxier, vii. 484. 

s ' ' Maer dat hot svne Excellentie afsloeg 
Begftende don middol van sieh selren niet te 
hob>>on om dat to beschcrmen on dat hy ook 
do Koning van Hpangien geen oorsake wilde 
govon te Hcggon dat hy andors niet haddo 
gONoc})t dan lium alio sijue london of te ne- 
mon." — IJor, loo. cit. 

3 Strada, 2, v. 259, sqq. 

* Hor, xviii. 800, 807, 371, 372. Strada, 2, 
V. 260-1200. Metcren, xi. 206, 207. Hoofd, 
XX. H(J0-872. TaHsis, vi. 436, 437, 440. 

6 Hoo tlio lottora of the various members 
of tho family in Archives et Gorrespondanco, 
vii, pas**'" 



Not much better oouM have been 
expected of Van den Berg. His pusil- 
lanimous retreat from his post in Alva's 
time will be recollected ; and it is cer- 
tain that the Prince had never placed 
implicit confidence in his character. 
Neverthdess, it was the fsAe of this 
great man to be often deceived by the 
friends whom he trusted, although 
never to be outwitted by his enemies. 
Van den Berg was arrested, on the 
15th of November, carried to the 
Hague, examined and imprisoned for 
a time in Delftshaven. After a time 
he was, however, liberated, when he 
instantly, with all his sons, took service 
under the Eing.^ 

While treason was thus favouring 
the royal arms in the north, the same 
powerful element, to which so much 
of the Netherland misfortunes had al- 
ways been owing, was busy in Flanders. 

Towards the end of the year 1583, 



< See the Agreement (signed and sealed 
upon the 25th of August 1583). apud Bor, 3, 
xviii. 402. He had succeeded Count John 
in the stadholderate of Gueldres in 1681, but 
the appointment had never been particularly 
agreeable to the Prince of Orange. When 
applied to by Van den Berg for a recommen- 
dation, he had thus addressed the estates of 
Gueldres, ** My brother-in-law desirous of 
obtaining the government of your province, 
has asked for my recommendation. He 
professes the greatest enthusiasm for tba 
service and the just cause of the fatherland. 
I could wish that he had shewn it sooner. 
Nevertheless, 'tis better late than never."— 
Ev. Roid., 87. Hoofd, xx. 875. 

1 Bor, xviii 402. Hoofd, xx. 876. Ar- 
chives et Corresp., viii. 288, sqq. 
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the Prince of Cliimay, eldest son of the 
Duke of Aerschot, had been elected 
governor of that province.^ This noble 
was as unstable in character, as vain, as 
unscrupulous, and as ambitious as his 
fother and uncle. He had been origi- 
nally desirous of espousmg the eldest 
daughter of the Prince of Orange, 
afterwards the Countess of Hohenlo, 
but the Duchess of Aerschot was too 
strict a Catholic to consent to the i^ar- 
nage,* and her son was afterwards 
united to the Countess of Meghem, 
widow of Lancelot Berlaymont.* 

As affairs seemed goiQg on prosper-* 
ously for the states in the beginning of 
this year, the Prince of Chimay had 
affect(9d a strong inclination for the 
Beformed religion, and as governor of 
Bruges, he had appointed many mem- 
bers of that Church to important offices, 
to the exclusion of Catholics. By so 
decided a course, he acquired the con- 
fidence of the patriot party and at the 
Mid of the year he became governor of 
Flanders. No sooner was he installed 
in this post, than he opened a private 
correspondence with Parma, for it was 
his intention to make his peace with 
the King, and to purchase pardon 
and advancement by the brilliant ser- 
vice which he now undertook, of re- 
storing this important province to the 
royal authority. In the arrangement 
of his plans he was assisted by Cham- 
pagny, who, as wiU be recollected, had 
long been a prisoner in Ghent, but 
whose confinement was not so strict as 
to prevent frequent intercourse with 
his friends without.* Champagny was 
indeed believed to be the life of the 
whole intrigue. The plot was, how- 
ever, forwarded by Imbize, the roaring 
demagogue whose republicanism could 
never reconcile itself with what he 



at Ghent, 
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1 Bor, xviii. 406, sqq. Meteren, zi 20d, 
207. * Meteren, xu. 209. 

> The same ladv whose charms and whose 
dower had so fatal an influence upon the 
career of Count Renneberg. 

♦ Bor, xviii. 406. Meteren, xii. 211. Bv. 
Beidani, iii. 55. 

6 Bor, xviii. 407. Meteren, xii. 211, 212. 
Hoofd, XX. 886, 886. Van der Vynckt, iii. 
104-110. 

• Bor. xviii. 407, 410-419.— "There is a 
repor^'* wrote the Friuoe of Orange to the 



esteemed the aristocratic policy of 
Orange, and whose stem puritanism 
could be satisfied with nothing short 
of a general extermination of Catholics. 
This man, after having been allowed 
to depart, infamous and contemptible, 
from the city which he had endangered, 
now ventured, after five years, to return, 
and to engage in fresh schemes which 
were even more crimiQal than his pre- 
vious enterprises. The uncompromis- 
ing foe to Romanism, the advocate of 
Grecian and Genevan democracy, now 
allied himself with Champagny and 
with Chimay, to effect a surrender 
of Flanders to Philip and to the Inqui- 
sition. He succeeded in getting him- 
self elected chief senator in Ghent, 
and forthwith began to use all his in- 
fluence to further the secret plot.^ 
The joint efforts and intrigues of Par- 
ma, Champagny, Chimay, and Imbize, 
were near being successful. Early in 
in the spring of 1584 a formal resolu- 
tion was passed by the government of 
Ghent, to open negotiations with Par- 
ma. Hostages were accordingly ex- 
changed, and a truce of three weeks 
was agreed upon, during which an ani- 
mated correspondence was maintained 
between the authorities of Ghent and 
the Prince of Chimay on the one side, 
and the United States-general, the ma- 
gistracy of Antwerp, the states of Bra- 
bant, and other important bodies on 
the other. 

The friends of the Union and of 
liberty used all their eloquence to 
arrest the city of Ghent in its course, 
and to save the province of Flanders 
from accepting the proposed arrange- 
ment with Parma. The people of 
Ghent were reminded that the chief 
promoter of this new negotiation was 
Champagny,® a man who owed a deep 



magistracy of Ghent, " that a jfessport has 
been given to one of our most especial 
enemies (eenen vim onse partiaelste vyanden) 
to come within the city of Ghent in order to 
converse with Champagny by word of mouth 
(mondehnge met Champigny te spreecken}." 
—Letter of 31 May, in de Jonge, Onuitgege- 
vene Stukken. 's Gravenhage und Amster- 
dam, 1827. " *Tis Champagny who is at the 
bottom of all these proceedings," wrote the 
states of Brabant to the magistrates of 
Ghent.— Letter of March 14, in Bor, xviii. 
415, 416. 
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debt of hatred to their city, for the 
long, and as he believed, the unjust 
confinement which he had endured 
within its walls. Moreover, he was 
the brother of Granvelle, source of all 
their woes. To take counsel with 
Champagny, was to come within reach 
of a deadly foe, for " he who confesses 
himself to a wolf," 'said the bux^o- 
masters of Antwerp, " will get wolf's 
absolution." The Flemings were 
warned by all their correspondents 
that it was puerile to hope for faith 
in Philip; a monarch whose first prin- 
ciple was, that promises to heretics 
were void. They were entreated to 
pay no heed to the " sweet singing of 
the royalists," who just then affected 
to disapprove of the practice adopted 
by the Spanish Inquisition, that they 
might more siu-ely separate them from 
their friends. " Imitate not," said the 
magistrates of Brussels, "the foolish 
sheep who made with the wolves a 
treaty of perpetual amity, from which 
the faithful dogs were to be excluded." 
It was afl&rmed — and the truth was 
certainly beyond peradventure — that 
religious liberty was dead at the mo- 
ment when the treaty with Parma 
should be signed. " To look for poli- 
tical privilege or evangelical liberty," 
said the Antwerp authorities, *' in any 
arrangement with the Spaniards, is to 
look for light in darkness, for fire in 
water." "Philip is himself the slave 
of the Inquisition," said the states- 
general, " and has but one great purpose 
in life — to cherish the institution 
everywhere, and particularly in the 
Netherlands. Before Margaret of 
Parma's time, one hundred thousand 
Netherlanders had been burned or 
strangled, and Alva had spent seven 
years in butchering and torturing 
many thousands more." The magis- 
trates of Brussels used similar expres- 
sions.^ " The King of Spain," said they 
to their brethren of Ghent, "is fas- 
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tened to the Inquisition. Tea, he is 
so much in its power, that even if he 
desired, he is unable to maintaJTi his 
promises."' The Prince of Orange, 
too, was inde&iigable in public iMod 
private efforts to counteract the machi- 
nations of 'Parma and the Spanidi 
party in Ghent He saw with horror 
the progress which the political de- 
composition of that most important 
commonwealth was making, for he 
considered the city the keystone to 
the union of the provinces, for he felt 
with a prophetic instinct that its loss 
would entail that of all the southern 
provinces, and make a united and 
independent Netherland state impos- 
sible. Already in the summer of 
1583, he addressed a letter fuU of 
wisdom and of warning to the autho* 
rities of Ghent, a letter in which he 
set fully before them the iniquity and 
stupidity of their proceedings, while 
at the same time he expressed himself 
with so much dexterity and caution as 
to avoid giving offence, by accusations 
which he made, as it were, hypothetical- 
ly, when, in truth, they were real ones.* 
These remonstrances were not fruit- 
less, and the authorities and citizens 
of Ghent once more paused ere they 
stepped from the precipice. While 
they were thus wavering, the whole 
negotiation with Parma was abruptly 
brought to a close by a new incident, 
the demagogue Imbize having been 
discovered in a secret attempt to 
obtain possession of the city of Denre- 
monde, and deliver it to Parma.* The 
old acquaintance, ally, and enemy of 
Imbize, the Seigneur de Ryhove, was 
commandant of the city, and informa- 
tion was privately conveyed to him of 
the design, before there had been time 
for its accomplishment. Ryhove, being 
thoroughly on his guard, arrested his 
old comrade, who was shortly after- 
wards brought to trial, and executed 
at Ghent.'' John van Imbize had re 



1 Letter of the burpromasters of Antwerp 
to tlio authorities of Ghent, in Bor, xviii. 
417. Letter from the mngistrates of Brussels 
to those of Ghent, March 16, 1684.— Bor, 
xviii. 414. Letter of states-general to Prince 
of Chi may and the bailiffs of Bruges. March 
17, 1684.— Bor. 8, xviii. 410»>. 

a Letter of magistrates of Brussels.— Bor, 



xviii, 414. 

» The letter is published, together with 
others of great interest, by De Jouge, Onuit- 
gegeveue Stukken., 84-92. 

* Bor, xviii. 420. Meteren, xi. 212. Hoofd, 
XX. 886. Van der Vynckt, iii. 105-110. 

« Van der Vynckt, iii. 110. Meteren, xii. 
213% In the month of August, 1684. 
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turned to the city ^m which the 
contemptuoos mercy of Orange had 
permitted him formerly to depart, 
only to expiate fresh turbulence and 
fresh treason by a felon's death. Mean- 
while the citizens of Ghent, thus 
warned by word and deed, passed an 
earnest resolution to have no more 
intercourse with Parma, but to abide 
faithfully by the union.^ Their ex- 
ample was followed by the other Flem- 
ish cities, excepting, unfortunately, 
Bruges ; for that important town, being 
entirely in the power of Chimay, was 
now surrendered by him to the royal 
government. On the 20th of May 
1584, Baron Montigny, on the part 
of Parma, signed an accord with the 
Prince of Chimay, by which the city 
was restored to his Majesty, and by 
which all inhabitants not willing to 
abide by the Roman Catholic religion 
were permitted to leave the land. 
The P^dnce was received with favour 
by Parma, on conclusion of the trans- 
action, and subsequently met with 
.advancement from the King, while 
the Princess, who had embraced the 
Reformed religion, retired to Hol- 
land.* 

' The only other city of importance 
gained on this occasion by the govern- 
ment was Ypres, whidi had been 
long besieged, and was soon after- 
wards forced to yield. The new Bi- 
shop, on taking possession, resorted to 
instant measures for cleansing a place 
which had been so long in the hands 
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of the infidels, and as the first step 
in this purification, the bodies of many 
heretics who had been buried for years 
were taken from their graves, and 
publicly hanged in their coflftns. All 
living adherents to the Reformed reli- 
gion were instantly expelled from the 
place.* 

Ghent and the rest of Flanders 
were, for the time, saved from the 
power of Spain, the inhabitants being 
confirmed in their resolution of sus- 
taining their union with the other 
provinces by the news from France. 
Early in the spring the negotiations 
between Anjou and the states-general 
had been earnestly renewed, and Juni- 
us, Mouillerie, and Asseliers, had been 
despatched on a special mission to 
France, for the purpose of arranging 
a treaty with the Duke. On the 19th 
of Apnl 1684, they arrived in Delft, 
on their return, bringing warm letters 
from the French Court, full of pro- 
mises to assist the Netherlands; and 
it was understood that a constitution, 
upon the basis of the original arange- 
ment of Bordeaux, would be accepted 
by the Duke.* These arrangements 
were, however, for ever terminated by 
the death of Anjou, who had been ill 
during the whole course of the negoti- 
ations. On the 10th of June 1584, he 
expired at Chateau Thierry, in great 
torture, sweating blood from every 
pore, and under circumstances which, 
as usual, suggested strong suspicions 
of poison.* 
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It hafi been seen that the Ban 
against the Prince of Orange had not 
been hitherto without fruits, for al- 
though unsuccessful, the efforts to 
take his life and earn the promised 

I Bor, xvuL 420. « Ibid., xviil 420-423. 
» Ibid., 426. Hoofd, xx. S87. 
« Bor, xviiL 42S. 



guerdon had been incessant. The 
attempt of Jaureguy, at Antwerp, of 
Salseda and Baza at Bruges, have 
been related, and in March 1583, 
moreover, one Pietro Dordogno was 



« Ibid., xviii. 426. Meteren, xii. 214. 
Hoofd, XX. 890, 891. £v. Keidani, iii. 64. 
De Thou, ix. 181>184. 
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t,v- ••;■ , .".s: *.<? i'^vrvu-i- t ii'-.^.- 
? , '^ • . . - . -.,* '..'.«s «->i*». * l\ Jt v.. Vt 
;/•■' .- ■/. ^ :.'-•. .v«j Kt':Jh^^ *JLk t,»*sfc'/:.- 
•;.'^ V, V. •..•,?. :..*: '.-ayr. i.« •*%;* fr-.ri 
;./.-/,•. ',.'. v.<; '/*,,: A \:JiX £i ".hi -wi* 

:.":*. V, 7':. -fe V. ;•.:_;.", two 

fc.rv;;.;/*^. V, >.y ■..-,. .'.A*,'? •,:.•: I'rfi-C*, 
*i;j '/I ».:. './.'- v..*.;. ♦;.<; ;,.-;•.; »y of tb* 

I '/f'.'y /• -. /.. •/'/'/«. 

» M"'i'i., /J •/',',, •Z'ffi H'f,ti, XX.il'jl, 
f.'f. It: J.» ww/,'.«.f/,';- '.'il 'J^i O'/tt. 

</n II.- .<.'•! ./'.)/ I'Z-'.i. il.H 'I'.jnrl'inj fr'^m 

III', •••ii.iliiir il l(.<:ir<i|»<;ll«( h^i 1/<2<;I1 h.i-l- 
I'J.'-I »;/ .1/1 M./ljf/»i.»/ i,\U:vA t/t lillfi h/ a 
|.<.i'i<4i« lit Ml': |i'ijfij|a<;o, <^/i tti« (itu'unUni f/f 
ii''<ii>- hml'lilii/ wlii'-ti hvl \/tU;U \ltu\i}rt»kttli 
In I Jim fi<;i;/lii/<iij)-hi/(;'i of tho citu/iul. A 
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■»tr "B-j-f "lir ■ :'^i iiirx.' & 

L^ii-ier v."«-*T. vli±. ~«^'— •^- I- & 

L -.-.:.« -rT'-.-a lb* r:":L5r sii-r ri tl* 
«t.-il TLiT Z-'riat •*!>£ li.* —-•=-- «^'" 

w.Ti^r., -K-liI*: tie psalles ar.! o^lfr 
♦".Si'jei ^ tie rear tn^Zci-s-i to th* citr 
irC A narrow IskT.*. -ij^nfiiz cjt •:£ 
Dfelfv*'*..''eet, ran il.r;Z *Le eiie ■:£ ihe 
ho'iB« and court, in the directiiMi of 
the ramparu. The L'^Tise was a plam. 
two^toried edinc* of brick, with red- 
tiled roof, and had formerly bieen a 

ft'iriWr!**^ niinour had been citxrulitc-i tLat 
the I^nz-cc ha-i fiUed the cast:e with French 
trvyj/a, ikr*d was aU)ut to Rirrvnder it to An- 
jo'i, AitiiOuyh the falsehood of the rentirt 
h'A yj*>in publicly dem oust rated, and al- 
tlotiyh the bc-tier pTtion of the citizeus 
f«lt iiidi'/ustui at its oxisteiice, yet the cal- 
uttini&torn had ii'>t been puiiisbed. Tho 
I'rinoo, justly aytrritved, retir»-d aceordin^'ly 
from the citv.— ifeu-reii, xi. 207, 2C»8. 
* Bor, xvui 40P. Huofd, auc 8S8. 
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doister dedicated to Saint Agatha, 
the last prior of which had been 
hanged by the farious Lumey de la 
Marek. 

The news of Anjou*8 death had 
been brought to Delft by a special 
messenger from the French court. On 
Sunday morning, the 8th of July 
1584, the Prince of Orange, having 
read the despatches before leaving his 
bed, <»u8ed the man who had brought 
tiiem to be summoned, that he might 
give some particular details by word 
of mouth concerning the last illness of 
the Duke.^ The courier was accord- 
ingly admitted to the Prince's bed- 
chamber, and proved to be one Francis 
Guion, as he called himsell This man 
had, early in the spring, claimed and 
reeeived the protection of Orange, on 
the ground of b^g the son of a 
Protestant at Besangon, who had 
suffered death for his religion, and 
of his own ardent attachment to the 
Reformed faith.* A pious, psalm-sing- 
ing, thoroughly Calvinistic youth he 
seemed to be, having a bible or a 
hymn-boek under his arm whenever 
he walked the street, and most ex- 
emplary in his attendance at sermon 
and lecture. For the rest, a singularly 
unobtrusive personage, twenty-seven 

i Bor. xviii. 427, sqq. Meteren, xii. 214, 
sqq. Hoofd, xx. 892-894. sqq. Wagenaer, 
- vii. 529. sqq. Le Petit, Grande ChronJkme 
des P, B., llv. V. 

« The main source from which the hisfco- 
rians tnted in the last note, and all other 
writers, have derived their account of Bal- 
thazar Gerard, his crime and pimishment, 
is the official statement drawn up by order 
of the States-general, entitled, '•Verhaal 
van de moort ghedaen aen den personne des 
dootluchtigen fursten ende heeren WUhelms 
Prince van Oraengien," etc , etc., Delft, A*. 
1584, of which a copy may be found in the 
Duncan collection in the Royal Library at 
the Hague. The basis of this account was 
the confession of Balthascar, written in the 
convent of Saint Agatha (or Frinzen Hof; 
the residence of Orange) immediately after 
his arrest, together with his answers to the 
interrogatories between the 10th and 14th of 
Jvly. The confession has been recently 
pubUshed by M. Gachard (Acad. Boy. de 
jBelg. t. XX. N». 9, Bulletins) from an old 
and probably contemporaneous MS. copy. 
A very curious pamphlet — a copy of 
which also may be found in the Duncan 
Collection — should also be consulted, called 
"Historie Balthazars (Seraert, alias Serach, 



years of age, low of stature, mtsagre, 
mean-visaged, muddy complexioned, 
and altogether a man of no account — 
quite insignificant in the eyes of all 
who looked upon him. If there were 
one opinion in which the few who had 
taken the trouble to think of the 
puny, somewhat shambling stranger 
from Burgundy at all coincided, it was 
that he was inoffensive, but quite 
incapable of any important business. 
He seemed well educated, claimed to 
be of respectable parentage, and had 
considerable facility of speech, when 
any person could be found who 
thought it worth while to listen to 
him; but on the whole he attracted 
little attention. 

Nevertheless, this insignificant frame 
locked up a desperate and daring cha- 
racter; this mild and inofifensive nature 
had gone pregnant seven years with a 
terrible crime, whose birth could not 
much longer be retarded. Francis 
Guion, the Calvinist, son of a martyred 
Calvinist, was in reality Balthazar 
Gerard, a fanatical Catholic, whose 
father and mother were still living at 
ViUefans in Burgundy. Before reach- 
ing man's estate, he had formed the 
design of murdering the Prince of 
Orange, "who, so long as he lived. 



die den Tyran van 't Nederlandt den Princen 
van Orangie doorschoten heefb: ende is 
darom duer grouwelijcke ende vele tormen- 
ten binnen de stadt van Delft openbaerlijck 
ghedoodt, 1684 " (with no name of place or 
publisher). This account, by a very bitter 
royalist and papist — perhaps a personal ac- 
quaintance of (Jferard — extols the deed to 
the skies, and depicts the horrible suffer- 
ings of the malefactor as those of a blessed 
martyr. A manuscript in the Bibliothdque 
de Bourpogne (now the MS. section of the 
Royal Library at Brussels), entitled, "Par- 
ticularit^s touchant Balthazar Gerard," No. 
17,886, contains many important documents, 
letters of Parma, of Gerard, and of Cornelius 
Aertsens. The fifth volume of the MS. his- 
tory of Benom de France has a chapter de- 
voted to the subject, important because he 
wrote from the papers of d'AssonleviUe, who 
was Parma's agent in the preliminary nego- 
tiations with Gerard. Part of these docu- 
ments have been published by Dewez (Hist. 
Gen. de la Belg., tom vi.), by Reiffenberj^, 
and still more recently by Professor Arent 
("Recherches Criticjues etHistoriques sur la 
Confession de B. Gerard, Bruxelles, 1854 '*), 
who has ably demonstrated the authenticity 
of the " (Joufessicn" published by M. (Ja- 
chard. 
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seemed like to remain a rebel against 
the Catholic King, and to make every 
effort to disturb the repose of the 
Boman Catholic Apostolic religion." 

When but twenty years of age, he 
had struck his dagger with all his 
might into a door, exclaiming, as he 
did so, "Would that the blow had 
been in the heart of Orange!" For 
this he was rebuked by a bystander, 
who told him it was not for him to 
kill princes, and that it was not desir- 
able to destroy so good a captain as 
the Prince, who, after all, might one 
day reconcile himself with the King.^ 

As soon as the Ban against Orange 
was published, Balthazar, more anxious 
than ever to execute his long-cherished 
design, left D61e and came to Luxem- 
burg. Here he learned that the deed 
had already been done by John Jau- 
reguy. He received this intelligence 
at firet with a sensation of relief, was 
glad to be excused from putting him- 
self in danger,* and believing the 
Prince dead, took service as clerk with 
one John Duprel, secretary to Count 
Mansfeld, governor of Luxemburg. 
Ere long, the ill success of Jaureguy's 
attempt becomiDg known, the "in- 
veterate determination" of Gerard 
aroused itself more fiercely than ever. 
He accordingly took models of Mans- 
feld's official seals in wax, in order 
that he might make use of them as 
an acceptable offering to the Orange 
party, whose confidence he meant to 
gain. 

Various circumstances detained him, 
however. A sum of money was stolen, 
and he was forced to stay till it was 
found, for fear of being arrested as the 
thief. Then his cousin and employer 
fell sick, and Gerard was obliged to 
wait for his recovery. At last, in 

1 Confession de B. Gerard. — Bor, Heteren, 
Hoofd, Le Petit, ubi sup. et aL 

2 " des quoUes nouvelles je ftis fort 

aise, tant pour estre (comme j'estitnois) la 
justice faite, que pour avoir excuse de me 
mettre au danger. — Con£ de Gerard. 

8 Verhaal van do Moordt, etc. — Compare 
Bor, ubi sup. 

* Ibid. — Compare Metoren, Le Petite ubi 
sup. 

o This ciuious fact was disingenuously 
suppressed iu the oflScLol accouut, "Verhaal 
van de Moordt," etc., and is consequently 



March 1584, ''the weather, as he said, 
appearing to be fine,*' Balthazar left 
Luxemburg and came to Tr^es. 
While there, he confided his scheme 
to the regent of the Jesuit college — a 
''red-haired man" whose name has not 
been preserved.' That dignitary ex- 
pressed high approbation of the plan, 
gave Gerard his blessing, and promised 
him that, if his life should be sacri- 
ficed in achieving his purpose, he 
should be enrolled among^ ^e . mar* 
tyrs.^ Another Jesuit, however, in 
tiie same college, with whom he like- 
wise communicated, held very different 
language, making great efforts to turn 
the young man from his design, <m the 
' grownd of the iikconveniencee whidi might 
arite from the forging of Mwmfd^B 
seals — adding, that neither he nor any 
of the Jesuits liked to meddle witn 
such affairs, but advising that the 
whole matter i^ould be laid before 
the Prince of Parma.^ It does not 
appear that this i)ersonage, "an excel- 
lent man and a learned," attempted to 
dissuade the young man from his {mto- 
ject by arguments drawn from any 
supposed criminality in the assassina* 
tion itself, or from any danger, tem- 
poral or eternal, to which the perpe- 
trator might expose himself. 

Not influenced, as it appears, except 
on one point, by the advice of this 
second ghostly confessor, Balthazar 
came to Toumay, and held council 
with a third — ^the celebrated Francis- 
can, Father G^ry — ^by whom he was 
much comforted and strengthened in 
his determination.^ His next step was 
to lay the project before Parma, as the 
*' excellent and learned " Jesuit at 
Treves had advised. This he did by a 
letter, drawn up with much care, and 
which he evidently thought well of as 

not mentioned by the previously died 
authors. The statement appeai-s in the 
copy of the Confession published by M. 

Gacbard; ** et s'eflfor^a, le dit p^re do 

m'oscer de teste ceste mienue deliberation, 

f)our les dangers et inconv^uiens qu'il m'al- 
egoit en pourroient surveuir, au prejudice 
de Dieu et du Roy, par le moyen doe cachets 
voUans ; disaut, au reste, qu'il ne se mesloit 
jma voluntiers de telz affaires, ny pareille- 
ment tous ceulx de leur dicte compagnie." 

« Verhaal van de Moordt, etc Bor, Me- 
teren, Le Petit» ubi sup. 
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a compositioiL One copy of this letter 
he deposited with the guardian of the 
Franciscan convent at Toumay; the 
other he presented with his own hand 
to the Prince of Parma.^ " The vas- 
sal/' said he, " ought always to prefer 
justice and the will of the king to his 
own life." That being the case, he 
expressed his astonishment that no 
man had yet been found to execute 
the sentence against William of Nassau, 
'* except the gentle Biscayan, since de- 
funct."^ To accomplish the task, Bal- 
thazar observed, very judiciously, that 
it was necessary to have access to the 
person of the Prince — wherein consist- 
ed the difficulty. Those who had that 
advantage, he continued, were there- 
fore bound to extirpate the pest at 
once, without obliging his Majesty to 
send to Rome for a chevalier, because 
not one of them was willing to preci- 
pitate himself into the venomous gulf, 
which by its contagion infected and 
killed the souls and bodies of all poor 
abused subjects, exposed to its influence. 
Q^rard avowed himself to have been 
so long goaded and stimulated by these 
considerations — so extremely nettled 
with displeasure and bitterness at see- 
ing the obstinate wretch still escaping 
his just judgment — as to have formed 
the design of baiting a trap for the fox, 
hoping tiius to gain access to him, and 
to take him unawares.^ He added — 
without explaining the nature of the 
trap and the bait — that he deemed it 
his duty to lay the subject before the 
most serene Prince of Parma, protest- 
ing at the same time that he did not 
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1 This letter, with several others relative 
to the sul^ect, is contained in a manuscript 
of the Bib. de Bourj^ogne, N<». 17,886, en- 
titled, " Particularites touchant Balthazar 
CWrard." 

* *• Hormifl le gentil Biscayen d§funcfc.** 

8 «' Estant de long temps durement piqu6 
et stimuli i>ar ces deux points et pc^^^onne 

extr ft m ent de deplaisir et amertume si 

finalement me suis advis6 de donner ime 
amorce i ce renard pour avoir acc§s chez-lui, 
afin de le prendre au trebuchet en momens 
opportuns, et siproprementqu'iln'en puisse 
tehapper.** 

* •* et moina encore 6tre vue si pr^ 

sompteux que de preferer la liberalite im- 
mense de 8. M.," etx;. 

» ** Y pormie tal enemigo tuviese castigo, 
andava eL Principe de Parma buscaudo 



contemplate the exploit for the sake 
of the reward mentioned in the sen- 
tence, and that he preferred trusting 
in that regard to the inmiense liberality 
of his Majesty.* 

Parma had long been looking for a 
good man to murder Orange,* feeling 
— as Philip, Granvelle, and all former 
governors of the Netherlands had felt 
— ^that this was the only means of 
saving the royal authority in any part 
of the provinces. Many unsatisfactory 
assassins had presented themselves from 
time to time, and Alexander had paid 
money in hand to various individuals — 
Italians, Spaniards, Lorrainers, Scotch- 
men, Englishmen, who had generally 
spent the sums received without at- 
tempting the job. Others were sup- 
posed to be still engaged in the enter- 
prise, and at that moment there were 
four persons — each unknown to the 
others, and of difiFerent nations-^ in 
the city of Delft, seeking to compass 
the death of William the Silent. ^ 
Shag-eared, military, hirsute ruffians 
— ex-captains of free companies and 
such marauders — were daily offering 
their services; there was no lack of 
them, and they had done but little. 
How shoidd Parma, seeing this ob- 
scure, under-sized, thin-bearded, run- 
away clerk before him, expect pith 
and energy from himl He thought 
him quite unfit for an enterprise of 
moment, and declared as much to his 
secret councillors and to the King.^ 
He soon dismissed him, after receiving 
his letters, and it may be supposed 
that the bombastic style of that epistle 



maneras como quitarle del mundo." — 
Herrera, Hist, del mundo en el reynado del 
Bey D. Phelipe II., xiv. 10, torn. ii. 650. 

• ** aulcuns Italiens et soldats avoient 

paravant obtenu certaines sommea au 
mesme effet sans avoir riens attent6." — Re- 
nom de France MS., torn. v. c. '26. — Com- 
pare Strada, 2, v. 287. 

^ ' ' le dit jetine homme," wrote Parma 

to the King, "m'avait communique sa re- 
solution de la quelle pour dire la vorite je 
tenois peu de compte, pour ce que la disposi- 
tion du personnaige ne sembloit promettre 
empriuse de si grande importance. Toutte- 
foisjelelaisaye aller, aprds I'avoir fait ex- 
orter par quelques ungz de ceux qui servent 
id." — Bekvbion du Due de Parma au Roy. 
Phil. II. ; in the manuscript entitled, " Par- 
ticularites touchant B. Gerard." Bib. do 
Bourgogne, N">. 17,386. 
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would not efface the unfavourable im- 
pression produced by Balthazar's ex- 
terior. The representations of Haulte- 
penne and others induced him bo far 
to modify his views as to send his con- 
fidential coimcillor, d'Assonleville, to 
the stranger, in order to learn the 
details of the scheme.^ Assonleville 
had accordingly an interview with 
Gerard, in which he requested the 
young man to draw up a statement 
of his plan in writing, and this waa 
done upon the 11th of April 1584. 

In this letter Gerard explained his 
plan of introducing himself to the 
notice of Orange, at Delft, aa the son 
of an executed Calvinifit; as himself 
warmly, though secretly, devoted to 
the Reformed faith, and as desirous, 
therefore, of placing himself in the 
Prince's service, in order to avoid 
the insolence of the Papists. Having 
gained the confidence of those about 
the Prince, he would suggest to them 
the great use which might be made of 
Mansfeld's signet in forging passports 
for spies and other persons whom it 
might be desirous to send into the 
territory of the royalists. " With 
these or similar feints and frivolities," 
continued Gerard, "he should soon 
obtain access to the person of the said 
Nassau," repeating his protestation 
that nothing had moved him to his 
enterprise ''save the good zeal which 
he bore to the faith and true religion 
guarded by the Holy Mother Church 
Catholic, Apostolic, and Roman, and 
to the service of his Majesty." He 
begged pardon for having purloined 
the impressions of the sesSs — a turpi- 
tude which he would never have com- 
mitted, but would sooner have suffered 
a thousand deaths, except for the great 
end in view. He particularly wished 
forgiveness for that crime before going 
to his task, "in order that he might 
confess, and receive the holy com- 
munion at the coming Easter, without 

1 Renom de France MS., loc. cit., who 
wrote his history from the papers of Coun- 
cillor d'Assonleville. 

2 The letter is contained in the MS. before 
cited, " Particnlarites touchant B. Gerard." 

* " Estant povre compagnon," etc. — ^Ver- 
haal van de Moordt, eta Le Petit. Bor, 
loc. dt, * ; 
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scruples of conscience.'' He likewise 
begged the Prince of Parma to obtain 
for him absolution from his Holiness 
for this crime of pilfering — ^tKe more 
BO " as he was about to keep company 
for some time with heretics and athe* 
ists^ and in some sort to conform him- 
self to their customs." ■ 

From the general tone of the letters 
of Gerard, he might be set down at 
once as a simple, religious &natic, who 
felt sure that, in executing the com- 
mand of Philip publicly issued to all 
the murderers of Europe, he was 
meriting well of God and his King. 
There is no doubt that he was an ex- 
alted enthusiast, but not purely an 
enthusiast. The man'» character offen 
more than one point of interest, as i 
psychological phenomenon. He had 
convinced himself that the work which 
he had in hand was eminently meri- 
torious, and he was utterly without 
fear of consequences. He was, how- 
ever, by no means so disinterested as 
he chose to represent himself in letters 
which, as he instinctively felt, were to 
be of perennial interest. On the con* 
trary, in his interviews with Aason- 
leviUe^ he urged that he was a poor 
fellow, and that he^ had undertaken 
this enterprise in order to acquire 
property — to make himself rich *— and 
that he depended upon the Prince ol 
Parma's influence in obtaining the 
reward promised by the Ban to the 
individual who should put Orange to 
death. 

This second letter decided Panna so 
far that he authorised Assonleville to 
encourage the young man in his at- 
tempt, and to promise that the reward 
shoulc^be given to him in case of eoc- 
cess, and to his^heirs in the event of 
his death.^ Assonleville,. in the second 
interview, accordingly made known 
these assurances in the strongest man- 
ner to Gerard, warning him, at the 
same time, on na account, if arrested, 



* '* au'on procurevoit en sa &vear oo 

de see proches h^ritiers lee mercedes et li* 
oompenses promises, par I'Mict qui fiit toote 
la consolation qu'il rlceut, pltu propre pour 
le retirer et divertir que pour I'enoounigerl 
une emprinse si hazardeuse."— Beoom da 
Ftaoee MS., loc dt. 
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to inciilpate the Prince of Parma. 
The councillor, while thus exhorting 
the stranger, according to Alexander's 
commands, confined himself, however, 
to generalities, refusing even to ad- 
vance fifty crowns, which Balthazar 
had begged from the Governor-Gene- 
ral in order to provide for the neces- 
sary expenses of his project.^ Parma 
had made similar advances too often 
to men who had promised to assassi- 
nate the Prince and had then done 
little, and he was resolute in his re- 
fusal to this new adventurer, of 
whom he expected absolutely nothing. 
Gerard, notwithstanding this rebuff, 
was not disheartened. " I will provide 
myself out of my own purse," said he 
to Assonleville, "and within six weeks 
you will hear of me." " Qo forth, my 
son," said Assonleville, paternally, upon 
this spirited reply, " and if you succeed 
in your enterprise, the King wiU fulfil 
all his promises, and you will gain an 
immortal name beside." • 

The " inveterate deliberation," thus 
thoroughly matured, Gerard now pro- 
ceeded to carry into effect. He came 
to Delffc, obtained a hearing of Villers, 
the clergyman and intimate friend of 
Orange, shewed him the Mansfeld 
seals, and was, somewhat against his 
will, sent to France, to exhibit them 
to Marshal Biron, who, it was thought, 
was soon to be appointed governor of 
Oambray. Through Orange's recom- 
mendation, the Burgundian was re- 
ceived into the suite of Noel de Caron, 
Seigneur de Schoneval, then setting 
forUi on a special mission to the Duke 
of Anjou.* While in France, Gerard 
could rest neither by day nor night, so 
tormented was he by the desire of ac- 
complishing his project,^ and at length 
he obtained permission, upon the death 
of the Duke, to carry this important 
intelligence to the Prince of Orange. 
The despatches having been entrusted 
to him, he travelled post-haste to Delft, 
and, to his astonishment, the letters 



1 " et aianct d'Asafinleville traict6 la 

dessus avec le Prince de Parme fut conclud 
que on n'avanceroit riens i Balthazar Gerard, 
non pas les 50 escus ausquels il se restrain- 
doit, etc. — Renom de France, MS., loc. c't. 

'Ibid. YerbaalvandbMoordt. Bor, Me- 
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had hardly been delivered before he 
was summoned in person to the cham- 
ber of the prince. Here was an oppor- 
timity such as he had never dared to 
hope for. The arch-enemy to the 
Church and to the human race, whose 
death would confer upon his destroyer 
wealth and nobility in this world, be- 
sides a crown of glory in the next, lay 
unarmed, alone, in bed, before the 
man who had thirsted seven long years 
for his blood. 

Balthazar could scarcely control his 
emotions sufficiently to answer the 
questions which the Prince addressed 
to him concerning the death of Anjou,'^ 
but Orange, deeply engaged with the 
despatches, and with the reflections 
which their deeply-important contents 
suggested, did not observe the counte- 
nance of the humble Calvinist exile, 
who had been recently recommended 
to his patronage by Villers. Gerard 
had, moreover, made no preparation 
for an interview so entirely unexpected, 
had come unarmed, and had formed no 
plan for escape. He was obliged to 
forego his prey wheh most within his 
reach, and after communicating all the 
information which the Prince required, 
he was dismissed from the chamber. 

It was Sunday morning, and the 
bells were tolling for church. Upon 
leaving the house he loitered about 
the courtyard, furtively examining the 
premises, so that a sergeant of hal- 
berdiers asked him why he was waiting 
there. Balthazar meekly replied that 
he was desirous of attending Divine 
worship in the church opposite, but 
added, pointing to his shabby and 
travel-stained attire, that, without at 
least a new pair of shoes and stockings, 
he was unfit to join the congregation. 
Insignificant as ever, the small, pious, 
dusty stranger excited no suspicion in 
the mind of the good-natured sergeant. 
He forthwith spoke of the wants of 
Gerard to an officer, by whom they 
were communicated to Orange him- 



teren, Le Petit. 

8 Cbnfeesion de 66rard. Yerhaal van de 
Moordt. Bor, Meteren, Le Petit, Hoofd, 
ubi sup. 
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■^ a2id the Prince iiwtantlj ordered 
a 4um of mooej to be giTen him.^ 
Tbcu IklthMcar obtained from William's 
^uuity what Parma's thrift had de- 
nied — a fund lor carrying out his pur- 
poee! 

Next morning, with the money thns 
procured he purchased a pair of pistols, 
or small carabines, from a soldier^ 
chaffering long about the price because 
the vender could not supply a particu- 
lar kind of chopped bulletB or slugs 
which he desired. Before the sunset 
fA the following day that soldier had 
stabbed himself to the heart, and died 
despairing, on hearing for what purpose 
the pistols had been bought^' 

On Tuesday, the 10th of July 1584^ 
at about half-past twelve, the Prince, 
with his wife on his arm, and followed 
by the ladies and gentlemen of his 
family, was going to the dining-room. 
William the Silent was dressed upon 
that day, according to his usual custom, 
in very plain fashion. He wore a wide- 
leaved, loosely-shaped hat of dark felt, 
with a silken eord round the crown — 
such as had been ^om by the Beggars 
in the early days of the revolt. A 
high ruff encircled his nedL, from 
which also depended one of the Beggar's 
medals, with the motto, " FidHes au 
Toy jiMf^ud la bemce," while a loose 
surcoat of grey frieze cloth, over a 
tawny leather doublet, with wide, 
slashed underclothes completed his 
costume.^ Gerard presented himself 
at the doorway, and demanded a pass- 
port. The Princess, struck with the 
pale and agitated countenance of the 
man, anxiously questioned her husband 
concerning the stranger. The Prince 
careloHsly observed that "it was merely 
a person who came for a passport, 
ordering, at the same time, a secretary 
forthwith to prepare one. The Prin- 

1 Vorhnal van do Moordt. Bor, Mcteren, 
Iloofd, loc. cit. 

a *• zig op 't hooren van 't gmuvfzfi&va. 

gobruik, 't tfoen or de Booswigt vau go- 
niaoht lia«U. uit wanhoop, met twee of drie 
tioigiianrd Htocken om 't leven bragt." — ^Van 
Wyn op Wftgouaer, vii. 116. 

* Tlio whole dress worn bv the Prince on 
tliiH tragical occasion is still to be seen at 
th« Ilagiio in the National Museum. 

« Bor, Motcren, Hoofd, ubi sup. 

ft liiatorie Balth. Ocraurts alias Seracb, etc. 



{ een, still not relieved^ observed in an 
i ander-tone that ''she had nercr seen 
BOviDaiioasacoimteiiaiie&''^ Qraage, 
however, not at all impressed with tiie 
appearance of Gerard, oondneted him- 
sdf at table with his usual cheerfnfaieBS, 
copversing much with the bur go m aster 
ol Leewaorden, th^ only guest; p i oa e ut 
at the family dinner, oonceming the 
political and religioos aspects of Fries- 
land.' At two o*clo<^ the ccnnpany 
rose from table. The Prince led tiie 
way, intending to pass to his jMivste 
apartments above. The dining-room, 
which vras on the ground floor, opened 
into a Utde square vestibule, which 
oommunicated, through an arched 
passage-way, vrith the nmin entrance 
into the court-yard. This Testibttle 
was also directly at the foot of the 
wooden staircase leading to the nert 
floor, and was scarcely six feet in 
width.* Upon its left side, as one 
approached the stairway, was an ob- 
scure arch, sunk deep in the wall, and 
completely in the shadow of the door. 
Behmd this arch a portal opened to 
the narrow lane at the side of the 
house. The stairs themselves were 
completely lighted by a large window, 
half way up the flight. The Prince 
came from the dining-room, and began 
leisurely to ascend. He had only 
reached the second stair, when a man 
emerged from the simken arch, and, 
standing within a foot or two of him, 
discharged a pistol full at his heart 
Three balls ent««d his body, one of 
which, passing quite through him, 
struck with violence against the wall 
beyond. The Prince exclaimed in 
French, as he felt the wound, " my 
Gkxi, have mercy upon my soul! 
my God, have mercy upon this poor 
people!"' 

These were the last words he ever 



* The house (now called the Prinaeai H<< 
but used as a barrack) still presents nearly 
the same appearance as it did in 1584. 

7 Korte Verbaal van den Moordt, etc — 
Bor, Meteren, Hoofd. Doubts have been 
expressed by some writers as to the proba- 
bility of the Prince, thus mortally wounded, 
having been able to speak so many words 
distinctly. (See Wagenaer, Yad. Hist. viL 
632, and note.) There can, however, be no 
doubt on the subject. The circular letter of 
the Statos-geuotal to the xt3Si>ectiTe pro- 
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spoke, saye that when his sister, Cathe- 
rine of Schwartzburg, inunediately 
afterwards asked him if he commended 
his soul to Jesus Christ, he faintly 
answered, " Yes." His master of the 
horse, Jacob van Maldere, had caught 
him in his arms as the fatal shot was 
fired. The Prince was then placed on 
the stairs for an instant, when he 
immediately began to swoon. He was 
afterwards laid upon a couch in the 
dining-room, where in a few minutes, 
he l«eathed his last in the arms of his 
wife and sister.^ 

The murderer succeeded in making 
his escape through the side door, and 
sped BwifUy up the narrow lane. He 
had almost reached the ramparts, 
from which he intended to spring 
into ih.e moat, when he stumbled over 
a heap of rubbish. As he rose, he was 
seized by several pages and halberdiers, 
who had pursued hun from the house. 
He had dropped his pistols upon the 
spot where he had committed the 
crime, and upon his person were f oimd 
a couple of bladders, provided with a 
|»ece of pipe with which he had 
mtended to assist himself across the 
moat, beyond which a horse was wait- 
ing for him. He made no effort to 
deny his identity, but boldly avowed 
himself and his deed. He was brought 
htndL to the house, where he imme- 
diately underwent a preliminary exa- 
mination before the city magistrates. 
He was afterwards subjected to excru- 
ciating tortures ; for the fury against 
the wretch who had destroyed the 

Tinces, dated Delft^ July 12; 1584, lias this 
passage: '.'Die corts daervan t'onser groo- 
ten leedWesen endo verdriete overleden, 
flflggliende deselve ont faen kebbende, Hon 
Bieu, ayez piti§ de mon ftme; Mon Dieu, 
ayez piti€ de ce pouvre peuple I" (Brieyen 
van ae Gen-staten, etc., nopende de dood 
van beere P. yan Orangien. Ordinaris Dep. 
Boek^ MS., 1684, f. 162, Hague ArchiYes.) 
This is condosiye evidence. Bee also a 
letter fiK>m young Maurice of Nassau to the 
nairistracy of Ghent, relating the death and 
luBt wordB of his fitther in similar terms, but 
in the Flemish tongue. "Maer alzoo de 
leste woorden van s^ne Exc>« waeren, myn 
Godtl ontfermt U. mynder ziele, myn 
Godt ! OBtfermt uwer ghemeente." (De 
Jonge Onuitg; Stukken., lOO-lOS.—Com- 
pareBcffiist. der Resolut. HoU., July 10, 
1684 J Bor, Auth. Btukk., ii. 68.) The 
Qnmer Cornelius Aertsens, writing to 
VOL. XL 
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Father of the country was uncontroll- 
able, and William the Silent was no 
longer alive to intercede — as he had 
often done before — in behalf of those 
who assailed his life. 

The organisation of Balthazar Gerard 
would furnish a subject of profound 
study, both for the physiologist and 
the metaphysician. Neither wholly a 
fanatic, nor entirely a ruffian, he com- 
bined the most dangerous elements of 
both characters, tji his puny body 
and mean exterior were enclosed con- 
siderable mental powers and accom- 
plishments, a daring ambition, and a 
courage almost superhuman. Yet those 
qualities led him only to form upon the 
threshold of life a deliberate determi- 
nation to achieve greatness by the 
assassin's trade. The rewards held out 
by the Ban, combiifing with his religi- 
ous bigotry and his passion for dis- 
tinction, &xed all his energies with 
patient concentration upon the one 
great purpose for which he seemed to 
have been bom, and after seven years' 
preparation, he had at last fulfilled his 



Upon being interrogated by the ma- 
gistrates, he manifested neither despair 
nor contrition, but rather a quiet ex- 
ultation. " Like David," he said, " he 
had slain Gk)liath of Gath."« When 
falsely informed that his victim was 
not dead, he shewed no credulity or 
disappointment. He had discharged 
three poisoned balls into the Prince's 
stomach, and he knew that death 
must have already ensued.' He ex- 



Brussels on the 11th of July from Delft, 
uses precisely the same language: "Son 
ExM est trespass6 et fini en Dieu, n'aiant 
parl^ autre chose que ces mots bien hauts— 
Mon dieu, ayez piti6 de mon ftme ; et aprds, 
Ayez pitie de ce oauvre peuple, demeurans 
les deux demier8%)ots quasi en sa bouche." 
—Relation au Mag. de Brux., N». 17,386, 
Bib. de Bourg., MS. 

1 Bor, Meteren, Hoofd, ubi sup. Historie 
B. Gteraerts alias Serach. 

s Haraei Annales, iii 868. 

* " j'ai ce jourdTiui tir€ et d6bend6 

celle portant les trois balles centre I'esto- 
mach dudict Prince d'Orange," etc. — Con- 
fession de Gerard. '* en heeft hem also 

met een pistolet onder ziine mantel met 
drij fen^nige ende geketende looten aen een 
gehecht geladen zijnde aen die treppen van- 
der eetplatsen verwacht>" etc.— Historie B. 
Geraerts alias Serach. 

2f 
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presBed regret^ howerer, that the re- 
nstanoe of the halberdiers had pre- 
▼ented him from using ius second 
pistol, and avowed that if he were a 
thousand leagues away he would return 
in order to do the deed again^ if pos- 
sible. He deliberately wrote a detailed 
confession of his crime, and of the 
motives and manner of its commission, 
taking care, however, not to impHcate 
Parma in tiie transaction. After sus- 
taining day after day ihe most horrible 
tortures, he subsequently related his 
interviews with Assonleville and with 
the president of the Jesuit college at 
Treves, adding that he had been influ- 
enced in his work by the assurance of 
obtaining the rewards promised by ihe 
Ban.^ During the intervals of repose 
from the rack he conversed with ease, 
and even eloquence, answering all ques- 
tions addressed to him with apparent 
sincerity. His ccmstancy in suffering so 
astoimded his judges that they believed 
him supported by witchcraft. " Ecce 
homo ! " he exclaimed from time to 
time, with insane blasphemy, as he 
raised his blood-streaming head from 
the bench. In order to destroy the 
charm which seemed to render him 
insensible to pain, they sent for the 
shirt of a hospital patient, supposed to 
be a sorcerer. When clothed in this 
garment, however, Balthazar was none 
the less superior to the arts of the tor- 
mentors, enduring all their inflictions, 
according to an eyewitness, " without 
once exclaiming, Ah me I " and avow- 
ing that he would repeat his enterprise, 
if possible, were he to die a thousand 
deaths in consequence. Some of those 
present refused to believe that he was 
a man at all. Others asked him how 
long since he had sold himself to the 
Devil? to which hejreplied, 'mildly, 
that he had no acquaintance whatever 



I Verhoal van de Moordc. Bor, Heteren. 

« Verhaal van de Moordt, Bor, Meteren. 

•• mais jo n'ay ouy de ma vie une plus 

^ande resolution d'homme ny Constance, 11 
n'a oncquea dit *Ay my,' mais en tous tour- 
mens s'est tenu sans dire mot, et sur tous 
interrogatories a repoudu bien dpropos et 
free bonne suite, quelquefois que voulea- 
?oua faire de moy ? je suia resolu de mourir 
%U8sy d'une mort cnielle que ie n'eusse laissd 
Hon entreprinse ni enooro ai j'6tois libra la 
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with the DeviL He thanked the 
judges politely for the food which 
he received in prison, and promised 
to recompense tiiem for the favour. 
Upon being asked how that was pos- 
sible, he replied, that he would sorve 
as their advocate in Paradise.' 

The sentence pronounced against the 
assassin was execrable— a crime against 
ihe memory of the great man whom it 
professed to avenge. It was decreed 
that the right hand of Gerard should 
be burnt ofiP with a red-hot iron, that 
his flesh should be torn from his bones 
with pincers in six different places, 
that he should be quartered and dis- 
embowelled alive, that his heart should 
be torn from his bosom and flung in 
his face, and that, finally, his head 
should be taken off Not even his 
horrible crime, with its endless conse- 
quences, nor the natural frenzy of in- 
dignation which it had excited, could 
justify this savage decree, to rebuke 
which the murdered hero might have 
almost risen from the sleep of death. 
The sentence was literally executed <hi 
the 14th of July, the criminal support* 
ing its horrors with the same astonish- 
ing fortitude. So calm were his nerves, 
crippled and half roasted as he vras ere 
he mounted the scaffold, that when 
one of the executioners was slij^tly 
injured in the ear by the flying from 
the handle of the hammer with which 
he was breaking the fatal pistol in 
pieces, as the first step in the execu- 
tion — a circumstance which produced 
a general laugh in the crowd — a smile 
was observed upon Balthazar's face in 
sympathy with the general hilarity. 
His lips were seen to move up to the 
moment i^hen his heart was thrown 
in his face — " Thou," said a lookemm, 
" he gave up the ghost."* 

The reward {Hromised by Philip to 

laisseroie, oomme que Je deusse mourir mills 
morts," etc. — Extndt d'une Relation faitei 
ceux du Ma^strat de Bruxelles^ jtar Gor- 
neille Aertaens alors leur Greffier, 11 Jnill^ 
1584. Bib. de Bourg. MS., N**. 17,886, Hif- 
torie B. Geraerts alias Seracb. 

B Extrait d'uue Relation de Ck>meille A«rt- 
sens (14 Juillet 1684X He was present at 
all the tortures and at the eocecution, and 
drew up his report ^he same day. Manu- 
script before cited. — Ciompare Meteren. Bor, a 
Le Petit, Historie B. Geraerts aliM Sflnob. ^ 
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tLe man who ohould murdi^^r Orange 
v^tks |Kiid to the heiTia nf Gdmrd, Parm^ 
inionued hJa aovereign that the " poor 
man^' had heeu executed, hut that 
Au father and mother were still living, 
to wliom he reoommetided the pay- 
mei:it of that "msrced" whieh ^*the 
hhuda.b1@ fmd generous deed had ho 
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well deae r ved. '* ^ Th i a w iis. accordingly 
done, ^nd the excellenth parents, en- 
noLled and enriched by the crime of 
their son, recelveil instead of the 
tweuty-iive thousand crowns promiaed 
in the B^n^ tbti three eelgnori&s of 
Lievrenjout, Hostal, and DampmEirtin, 
in the Franche Coint^, and took their 
place at onoe among the landed aris- 
tocracy,^ Thna the bounty of the 
Prince had ftirniehed the weapon by 
which hta life wa«i deatroyed, and Ms 
estates t^upphed the fund out of whieh 
the ae»ci6din'a fatuily reoeived the price 
of blood. At a later day, when the 
unfortunate eldest aon of Orange re- 
tuined &onii Spain after twenty-seven 
years' absence^ a changeliog and a 
l^paniard} the restoration of those very 
frstaies was offered to him by Philip 
the Second, provided he would con* 
tinua to pay a Jixed proportian of their 
«i*4f to the family of hii father' & mar- 
derer. The education which Philip 
WjUiam hod receivedi under the King's 
AUflpiceSj had however, not entirely 
dd&troyed all hie human feelings, and 
he rejeubed the proposal with stem * 
The estate's remained with the Qdrard 
jEanidly, and the patents of nobility 
whieh they had received were used to 
juatify their e^emptiop jErom certain 
t&3LeSj UDttl the union of Franche 
ComtiS with Franee, when a French 
governor tore the doeumenta In pieces 
naid trampled them under foot* 

William of Orange, at the period of 
hil death, was aged fifty-one years 
and sixteen days. He left twelve 
children. By his firat vnfe, Ann© of 



I BaluJticKi du Dufi do Parnie aii Roy Phil, 
tl,, IS A^Qt 15S4, — ** Lho piiUYre liomnje eat 
desoBath ptiKiuni^^ LNicte tist btl qn'il 
miriifi gtiuide lnuan^e, vt jfl movais tnfirr- 
msit n^A pjirena du defTiitit, iliiqnel J'en- 
DtudA lA p^va et l« roiiro fltrt? enouiras Ti^nna, 
pourafim* sTjppliar V. M. laur fjure Lo met- 

^Ma. befocv cited. 



Egmont, he had one son, Philip, and 
one daughter, Mary* afterwarda mar- 
ried to Count Hohenlo* By hia second 
wife, Anna of S^ixony^ he had one sou, 
the celebrated Maurice of NaeBau, and 
two daughters, Anua, married after^ 
wards to her couein^ Count William 
Louis^ and Emilie, who espoused the 
Pretender of Portugal, Prince EnmnueL 
By Charlotte of Bourbon, hia third 
wife, he hsd six daughterly; and hy 
his fourth, Louisa de Goliguy, one aon, 
Frederic William, afterwards stad- 
holder of the Republic in her most 
palmy diiya,* The Prince was en- 
tombed on the 3d of Augtiat, at DdFt^ 
amid the teara of a wlj^Ie nation.^ 
Never waa a more extenaive, unalfected, 
and legitiDiate Borrow felt at the death 
of Mij human being. 



Tes life and labourti of Orange had 
established the emancipated common- 
wealth upon a secure foundation, but 
his death rendered the union of all the 
Netherlands into one republic hope* 
less. The eHbrts of the Maloontent 
nobleS;, the religious diacord, the con- 
summate ability, both political and 
military, of Parma, all combined with 
the kmentable loss of WiUiam the 
Silent to separate for ever the eouth- 
om and Catholic provincea from th© 
northern confederacy. So long a^ the 
Prince remained i^ve, he wOiB the 
Father of the whole country; the 
Netherlands — ^Baving only the two 
WaJJoon provinces — constituting a 
whole. Notwithstanding the spirit of 
faction sjod the bUght of the long 
civil war, there was at least one coun- 
try, or the hope of a country, one 
atrong heart, one guiding head, for t^ 
patriotic party throughout the land. 
Philip and Qrauvelle were right in 
their eatimato of the advantf^ge to be 
derived from the Prince^ii death; in 



» M9. before cited. 
» Vhu Kiimpau, L 546. 

* Van d Vynct, iii— Ketae of I^rte and 
Reiffeabei^H 

* Bfjr, ubi mp. Ax^Mt^ ubd sup. Ma- 

* mjr, xviii 433. Meteren, liL 215, Cdofd, 
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beliering that an anawn's hand could 
acfaiere more tban all the wiles which ; 
Spanish or Italian statesmanship could i 
teach, or all the armies which Spain or 
Italy oonld muster. The pistol of the 
in«gnificant Gerard destroyed the pos- ; 
nbility of a united Netherland state, • 
while during the life of William there . 
was union in the policy, unity in the j 
history of the country. 

In the following year, Antwerp, 
hitherto the centre arotmd which all 
the national interests and historical 
events group themselves, fell before 
the scientific efforts of Parma. The 
city which had so long been the freest, 
as well as th^ most opulent capital in 
Europe, sanK for ever to the position 
of a provincial town. With its fall, 
combined with other circumstances, 
which it is not necessary to narrate in 
anticipation, the final separation of the 
Netherlands was completed. On the 
other hand, at the death of Orange, 
whose formal inauguration as sovereign 
Count had not yet taken place, the 
states of Holland and Zealand reas- 
sumed the sovereignty. The common- 
wealth which William had liberated 
for ever from Spanish tyranny con- 
tinued to exist as a great and flourish- 
ing republic during more than two 
centuries, under the successive stad- 
holderates of his sons and descendants. 

His life gave existence to an inde- 
pendent country — his death defined 
its limits. Had he lived twenty years 
longer, it is probable that the seven 
provinces would have been seventeen; 
and that the Spanish title would have 
been for over extinguished both in 
Netber Qormany and Celtic GauL Al- 
though there was to be the length of 
two human generations more of war- 
fare ore Spain acknowledged the new 
government, yet before the termination 
of tliat period the Unite<l States hod 
become the first naval power and one 
of tlio uumt conMidorablo common- 
woaltliH in the world; while the civil 
and roligiouB liberty, the political in- 
(lepundenoo of tho land, together with 
the total oxpulHion of the ancient 
foreign tyrannv fn»m tho soil, had been 
acliieved ere tht» »»veH of William were 
olosed. Thtt ropublio existed, in f^ct, 
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from the moment of the abjuration in 



1581. 

llie most important f eatores of the 
polity which thus assumed a prominent 
organisation have been already indi- 
o^ed. There was no revolution, no 
radical change. 'Hie ancient rugged 
tree of Netiberland liberty — ^with its 
moflSf;rown trunk, gnarled branches, 
and deep-reaching roots — which had 
been slowly growing for ages, was still 
full of sap, and was to deposit for 
centuries longer its annual rings of 
consolidated and concentric strength. 
Though lopped of some luxuriant 
boughs, it was sound at the core, and 
destined for a still larger life than even 
in the healthiest moments of its me- 
diaeval existence. 

The history of the rise of the Ne- 
therland Republic has been at the 
same time iiie biography of William 
the Silent. This, while it gives imity 
to the narrative, renders an elaborate 
description of his character super- 
fluous. That life was a noble Christian 
epic ; inspired with one great purpose 
from its commencement to its close; 
the stream flowing ever from one 
fountain with expanding fulness, but 
retaining all its original purity. A few 
general observations are all which are 
necessary by way of conclusion. 

In person, Orange was above the 
middle height, perfectly well made 
and sinewy, but rather spare than 
stout. His eyes, hair, beard, and com- 
plexion were brown. His head was 
small, symmetrically-shaped, combin- 
ing the alertness and compactness cha- 
racteristic of the soldier, with the 
capacious brow furrowed prematurely 
with the horizontal lines of thought, 
denoting the statesman and the sage. 
His physical appearance was, there- 
fore, in harmony with his oi*ganisa- 
tion, which was of antique modeL Of 
his moral qualities, the most prominent 
was his piety. He was more than any- 
thing else a religious man. From lus 
trust in God, he ever derived support 
and consolation in the darkest hoiu^ 
Implicitly relying upon Almighty wis- 
dom and goochiess, he looked danger in 
the face with a constant smile, and en- 
dured incessant labours and trials with 
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a serenity which seemed more than 
human. While, however, his soul was 
full of piety, it was tolerant of error. 
Sincerely and deliberately himself a 
conyert to the Reformed Church, he 
was ready to extend freedom of wor- 
ship to Catholics on the one hand, and 
to Anabaptists on the other; for no 
man ever felt more keenly than he, 
that the Reformer who becomes in his 
torn a bigot is doubly odious. 

His fimmess was allied to his piety. 
His constancy in bearing the whole 
weight of struggle, as unequal as men 
have ever undertaken, was the theme 
of admiration even to his enemies. The 
rock in the ocean, ** tranquil amid rag- 
ing billows," was the favourite emblem 
by which his friends expressed their 
sense of his firmness. From the time 
when, as a hostage in France, he first 
discovered the plan of Philip to plant 
the Inquisition in the Netherlands, up 
to the last moment of his life, he never 
Altered in his determination to resist 
that iniquitous scheme. This resist- 
ance was the labour of his life. To 
exclude the Inquisition, to maintain 
the ancient liberties of his country, 
was the task which he appointed to 
himself when a youth of three-and- 
twenty. Never speaking a word con- 
cerning a heavenly mission, never de- 
luding himself or others with the usual 
phraseology of enthusiasts, he accom- 
plished the task, through danger, amid 
toils, and with sacrifices such as few 
men have ever been able to make on 
their country's altar ; — ^f or the disinte- 
rested benevolence of the man was as 
prominent as his fortitude. A prince 
of high rank and with royal revenues, 
he stripped himself of station, wealth, 
almost at times of the common neces- 
saries of life, and became, in his coun- 
try's cause, nearly a beggar as well as 
an outlaw. Nor was he forced into 
his career by an accidental impulse 
from which there was no recovery. 
Retreat was ever open to him. Not 
only pardon but advancement was 
urged upon him again and again. Of- 
fioially and privately, directly and 
oirouitously, his confiscated estates, 

& Br. Beyd, iii. 59. . 
>Sor,x^ifi.4S& 



together with indefinite and boundless 
favours in addition, were offered to 
him on every great occasion. On the 
arrival of Don John, at the Breda ne- 
gotiations, at the Cologne conferences, 
we have seen how calmly these offers 
were waved aside, as if their rejection 
was so simple that it hardly required 
many words for its signification ; yet 
he had mortgaged his estates so deeply 
that his heirs hesitated at accepting 
their inheritance,^ for fear it should 
involve them in debt. Ten years after 
his death, the account between his exe- 
cutors and his brother John amounted 
to one million four hundred thousand 
florins' due to the Coimt, Becured by 
various pledges of real and personal 
property, and it was finally settled 
upon this basis. He was besides large- 
ly indebted to every one of his power- 
ful relatives, so that the payment of 
the incumbrances upon his estate very 
nearly justified the fears of his chil- 
dren. While on the one hand, there- 
fore, he poured out these enormous 
sums like water, and firmly refused a 
hearing to the tempting offers of the 
royal government, upon the other 
hand he proved the disinterested na- 
ture of his services by declining, year 
after year, the sovereignty over the 
provinces; and by only accepting, in 
the last days of his life, when refusal 
had become almost impossible, the 
limited, constitutional supremacy over 
that portion of them which now makes 
the realm of his descendants. He lived 
and died, not for himself, but for his 
coimtry : " God pity this poor people !" 
were his dying words. 

His intellectual faculties were vari- 
ous and of the highest order. He had 
the exact, practical, and combining 
qualities which make the great com- 
mander ; and his friends claimed that, 
in military genius, he was second to 
no captain in Europe." This was, no 
doubt, an exaggeration of partial at- 
tachment, but it is certain that the 
Emperor Charles had an exalted opi- 
nion of his capacity for the field. His 
fortification of Philippevilleand Charle- 
mont, in the face of the enemy — ^his 



> " Belli artibus neminem suo tempore 
parem habuit»" says £v. Beyd, Ann, iii. 69. 
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Iftntr <kM»d ij«!rv, Xf^ 'to tte Jbnar xBta- 
«r^ U it v^ bt r«9SMabMv<^ !»&, 

trnfj^jo/sir^, wit'j v«re Vm v«& a^ te 
ibutJvr vyjsb ik^ ere ^ \/ML^, -mhSh 
lie «4»« ^jyy00^ >/r tltt; ni'jvt formid' 
«^> r<^,emci« 'j# £>Qr>^^ y/tmrawiBid 

t^M; wjt. ThtA, with bo lietMunt of 
e»;<iM«t riJ'/ar <«• ezpenenee, sre 
<«JX ^^ ^^^htar I>/Qi«, UiKi vitla xmw 
•t ^'J Alter Utsit citiftrftsiD's duk^ 
WiJJmii '/f <}nntDb ukuipM. Moeeed xa 
Vn^jz/jT tlie *MffrU 'A A]r»^ Il«|tieaeB% 
I>'/rj i'/hn '/f AiMUia, a&4 AWawW 
YuntmtS' -^ttt^t whfmtt nsuxum are aiDoog 
tite r/i//«rt f/riJJiaot w tbe military ao- 
n*f« '// Uie wt/rld—iM ID itoelf auifieiait 
itV'ltitflit'M //f tiM WHt\l\ub Mlitj. At 
Umt |;eri/yl '// hi4 death he had reduoed 
the unmSttfr '/f o^x^dieot prr/nncea to 
turo; '/filir Art^/in and Hainaolt ae- 
krt^/wMtQtta llilHp, while the other 
MUimi wttrti in /nxm revolt, the greater 
t;«rt hHv'mff mtlemnly fonirom their 

TUti mi\frifrrui/!j of hi/i political 

fwihw WMN witirdy beyond queation* 
itf y^m iUh firNt NtnteMrnan of the age. 
Thit ({tiUikunmt of hiii perception waa 
only tuiimlUui hy the cauium which 
mii\)Uu\ hifn t*> mature the results of 
his obnervAtl'itu. Ilia knowledge of 
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fTsod. ikcnr ddyuiuit mic^ hsw hen 
tii« ODnnfirr'a iate! If wnB pro- 
TiDDeB eocjd dihcse, 3B ao hvief a apace, 
igt&tfae |yj»4 a iu l wfimiMnw eaMtwhiA 
Ife Bepntfic aoon l i waMiir , vhat mi^ 
sot harv heeai SLkjeied hy tbe imxted 
.■ercBteen; aocwiii'ideajfct which woold 
I hare unitwi toe adiinainijue tigonr <d 
! tike Bstariao and Frinii neea with 
; the aubder, more deficate, and more 
graeeinl TBrtarmal g lwueuia in wfaidi 
the geoioB of the Fnak, the Roman, 
aod the Bomaniaed Oek were ao inti- 
mately Ue&ded. Aa long as the 
Father of the e ounlr j Hred, audi a 
UDon waa poeaible. Hia power of 
managing men waa ao miqneatienable, 
that there waa always a hope, even in 
the darkeat hour, for moi felt implicit 
reliance, aa well on hia inteUectoal re- 
aoorcea aa on hia integrity. 

This power of dealing with his 
fellow-men he manifested in the yari- 
Otis ways in which it has been usually 
exhibited by statesmen. He possessed 
a ready eloquence — sometimes impas- 
sioned, oftener argumentatiye, always 
rational His influence over his audi- 
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» was unexampled in the annals of 
tliat oountiy or age ; yet he never con- 
descended to flatter the people. He 
never followed the nation, but always 
led her in the path of duty and of 
honour, and was much more prone to 
rebuke the vices than to pander to the 
pasnons of his hearers. He never 
failed to administer ample chastise- 
ment to parsimony, to jealousy, to 
insubordination, to intolerance, to in- 
fiddity, wherever it was due, nor 
feared to confront the states or the 
people in their most angry hours, and 
to tell them the truth to their faces. 
This commanding position he alone 
could stand upon, for his countrymen 
knew the generosity which had sacri- 
ficed his all for them, the self-denial 
which had eluded rather than sought 
political advancement, whether from 
king or people, and the imtiring devo- 
tion which had consecrated a whole 
life to toil and danger in the cause of 
their emancipation. While, therefore, 
he was ever ready to rebuke, and 
always too honest to flatter, he at the 
same time possessed the eloquence 
which could convince or persuade. 
He knew how to reach both the mind 
and the heart of his hearers. His 
orations, whether extemporaneous or 
prepared — ^his written messages to the 
states-general, to the provincial autho- 
rities, to the municipal bodies — his 
private correspondence with men of 
all ranks, from emperors and kings 
down to secretaries, and even children 
^-all shew an easy flow of language, a 
fulness of thought, a power of expres- 
sion rare in that age, a fund of his- 
torical allusion, a considerable power 
of imagination, a warmth of sentiment, 
a breadth of view, a directness of pur- 
pose — a range of qualities, in short, 
which would in themselves have 
stamped him as one of the master- 
minds of his century, had there been 
no other monument to his memory 
than the remains of his spoken or 
written eloquence. The bulk of his 
performances in this dex)artment was 
prodigious. Not even Philip was more 
mdustrious in the cabinet. Not even 
Granvelle held a more facile pen. He 
wrote and spoke equally well in 
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French, German, or Flemish ; and he 
possessed, besides, Spanish, Italian, 
Latin. The weight of his correspon- 
dence alone would have almost suf&ced 
for the common industry of a lifetime, 
and although many volumes of his 
speeches and letters have been pub- 
lished, there remain in the various 
archives of the Netherlands and Ger- 
many many documents from his hand 
which will probably never see the 
light. If the capacity for unremitted 
intellectual labour in an honourable 
cause be the measure of human great- 
ness, few minds could be compared to 
the " large composition " of this man. 
The eflforts made to destroy the 
Netherlands by the most laborious 
and painstaking of tyrants were coun- 
teracted by the industry of the most 
indefatigable of patriots. 

Thus his eloquence, oral or written, 
gave him almost boundless power over 
his countrymen. He possessed, also, a 
rare perception of human character, 
together with an iron memory which 
never lost a face, a place, or an event, 
once seen or known. He read the 
minds, even the faces of men, like 
printed books. No man could over- 
reach him, excepting only those to 
whom he gave his heart. He might 
be mistaken where he had confided, 
never where he had been distrustful 
or indiflterent. He was deceived by 
Renneberg, by his brother-in-law Van 
den Berg, by the Duke of Anion. Had 
it been possible for his bromer Louis 
or his brother John to have proved 
false, he might have been deceived 
by them. He was never outwitted 
by Philip, or Granvelle, or Don John, 
or Alexander of Parma. Anna of 
Saxony was false to him, and entered 
into correspondence with the royal 
governors and with the King of Spain ; 
Charlotte of Bourbon or Louisa de 
Coligny might have done the same 
had it been possible for their natures 
also to descend to such depths of 
guile. 

As for the Aerschots, the H^r6s, 
the Chimays, he was never influenced 
either by their blandishments or their 
plots. He was willing to use them 
when their interest madethemfriendly^ 
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of man. He alone can unweave the 
tangled akein of human motives, and 
• detect the hidden springs of human 
action, but as far as can be judged by 
% careful observation of undisputed 
facts, and by a diligent collation of 
public and private documents, it would 
seem that no man — ^not even Washing- 
ton — ^has ever been inspired by a purer 
patriotism. At any rate, the charge 
of ambition and self-seekhig can only 
be answered by a reference to the 
whole picture which these volumes 
have attempted to portray. The 
words, the de^ of the man are there. 
As much as possible, his inmost soul 
is revealed in his confidential letters, 
and he who looks in a right spirit 
will hardly fail to find what he de- 
sires. 

Whether originally of a timid tem- 
perament or not, he was certainly pos- 
sessed of perfect courage at last. In 
siege and battle — in the deadly air of 
pestilential cities — in the long ex- 
haustion of mind and body which 
comes from unduly protracted labour 
and axmety — amid the countless con- 

and rapacity.* The last qualification seems 
sufficiently absurd to those who have even 
superficially studied the life of William the 
Silent. Of course, the successive changes of 
religion by the Prince are ascribed to mo- 
tives of interest— *' Videsi variare di Reli- 
gione secondo cbe vario d'interessi. Da fan- 
ciuUo in Gtermania fd Luterano. Passato in 
Fiandra mostrossi Cattolico. Al principio 
della rivolte si dichiara fautore delle nuove 
sette ma non professore manifesto d'alcuna; 
sinche finalmente gli parve di seguitar quella 
de' Calvinisti, come la pit^ contraria di tutte 
alia Beligione Cattolica sostenuta dal R§ di 
Spagna." — (Guerra di Fiandra, p. 2, 1. ii. 
276.) The Cardinal does not add that the 
conversion of the Prince to the Reformed 
religion was at the blackest hour of the 
Reformation. Cabrera is cooler and coarser. 
According to him the Prince was a mere 
impostor. The Emperor even had been often 
cautioned as to his favourite's arrogance^ 
deceit and ingratitude, and warned that the 
Prince was "a fox who would eat up all his 
Majesty's chickens." While acknowledging 
that he ** could talk well of public affairs,^' 
and that he '* entertained the ambassadors 
and nobility with splendour and magni- 
ficence," the historian proclaims him, how- 
ever, *' faithless and mendacious, a flatterer 
and a cheat."-— (Cabrera, v. 233.) We have 
seen that Tassis accused the Prince of poison- 
ing Count Bossu with oysters, and that 
Btrada had a long story of his attending the 
deathbed of that noUemaa iii order to aueer 
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spiracles of assassins— he was daily 
exposed to death in every shape. 
Within two years, five different at- 
tempts against his life had been dis* 
covered. Rank and fortune were of- 
fered to any malefactor who would 
compass the murder. He had already 
been shot through the head, and almost 
mortally woimded. Under such cir- 
cumstances even a brave man might 
have seen a pitfall at every step, a 
dagger in every hand, and poison in 
every cup. On the contrary, he was 
ever cheerful, and hardly took more 
precaution than usual '* God in His 
mercy," said he, with unaffected sim- 
plicity, "will maintain my innocence 
and my honour during my life and in 
future ages. As to my fortune and 
my life, I have dedicated both, long 
since, to His service. He will do there- 
with what pleases Him for His glory 
and my salvation."^ Thus his sus- 
picions were not even excited by the 
ominous face of Gerard, when he first 
presented himself at the dining-room 
door. The Prince laughed off his wife's 
prophetic apprehension at the sight of 



at the viaticum. We have also seen the 
simile and heartfelt regret which the Prince 
expressed in his private letters for Bossu's 
death and the solid service which he ren- 
dered to him in life. Of false accusations of 
this nature there was no end. One of the 
most atrocious has been recently resusci- 
tated. A certain Christophe de Holstein ac- 
cused the Prince in 1678 of having instigated 
him to murder Duke Eric of Brunswick. 
The assassin undertook the job, but seems 
to have been deterred by a mysterious bleed- 
ing at his nose from proceeding with the 
business. As this respectable witness, by 
his own confession, had murdered his own 
brother for money, and two merchants be- 
sides, had moreover been concerned in the 
killing or plundering of a *' curate, a monk, 
and two hermits," and had been all his life 
a professional highwayman and assassin, it 
seems hardly worth while to discuss his 
statements. Probably a thousand such ca- 
lumnies were circulated at different times 
against the Prince. Yet the testimony of 
this wretched malefactor is gravely repro- 
duced, at the expiration of near three cen- 
turies, as if it were admissible in any healthy 
court of historical justice. Truly says the 
adage: "Calomniez toujours, il en restera 
quelque chose." — See Compte Rendu de la 
Com. Roy. d'Hist., tom. xi., Bruxelles, 1846. 
Notice sur les aveux de Chr. de Holstein, 
etc., etc., par le D'. Coremans, pp. 10-18. 

1 Apologle, p. ISa. 
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his murderer, and was as cheerful as 
usual to the kst. 

He possessed, too, that which to the 
heathen philosopher seemed ihe great- 
est good— the sound mind in the sound 
body. His physical frame was after 
death found so perfect that a long life 
might have been in store for him, not- 
withstanding all which he had endured. 
The desperate illness of 1574, the fright- 
ful gimshot wound inflicted by Jaure- 
guy in 1582, had left no traces. The 
physicians pronounced that his body 
presented an aspect of perfect health.^ 

His temperament was cheerful At 
table, the pleasures of which, in mode- 
ration, were his only relaxation, he was 
always animated and merry, and this 
locoseness was partly natural, partly 
mtentionaL In the darkest hoiurs of 
his country's trial, he afifected a se- 
renity which he was far from feeling, 
BO that his apparent gaiety at momen- 

i Reydani, ili. 60. 

8 " Imprimis inter ciboB hilaris et velut 
omnium securus: quft re et tetricos atque 
arrogantiores nonniiUos offendit» qui simu- 
latam isaepe et coactam earn laetitiam baud 
oapiebaut: cum illius aspectu cuncti refo- 
▼erentur, illius ex vultu spei quisque aut 
d«sperat ionsi cauBsam sumeret."^ £v. Bey d. , 



tons epochs was even censured by dul- 
lards, who could not compreh^d its 
philosoi^y, nor applaud the flippancy 
of William the Silent.* 

He went through life bearing the 
load of a people's sorrows upon his 
shoulders with a smiling face. Their 
name was the last word upon his lips, 
save the simple affirmative, with which 
the soldier who had been battling for 
the right all his lifetime, commended 
his soul in dying '* to his great captain, 
Christ. " The people were grateful and 
affectiouate, for they Isusted the cha- 
racter of their " Father .William," and 
not all the clouds which calumny could 
collect ever dimmed to their eyes the 
radiance of that lofty mind to which 
they were accustomed, in their darkest 
calamities, to look for light. As long 
as he lived, he was the guiding-star of 
a whole brave nation, and when he died 
the little children cried in the streets.' 



ubi stip. 

* Literal expression in the official report 
made by the Greffier Corneille Aertseus: 
*' dont par toute la ville Ton est en si grand 
dull t^lement que les petits enfiuis en 
pleurent par les rues."— Relation faiteaceux 
du Magistrat de Bruxellea, 11 Juiil^ 15S4, 
Ma, Bib. deBouig., No. 17.S86. 
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hcooRD, signed between Margaret of Parma 
and coDfederated Netherland nobles, 1566, 
i. 286 ; of 29th of October 1676, between 
Sancho d'Avila and Count Oberstein, ii 
186. 

Address, ros^al, issued by Alva after the fiall 
of Harlem, ii. 73. 

Adrian VI., Pope, denotuices the crimes of 
the Church, i. 41. 

Aerschot, Duke of, his birth and character, 
L 53 ; quarrels with Egmont, and refuses 
to join league against Granvelle, 192 ; ap- 
pointed GoYemor of the citadel of Ant- 
w^erp, after its evacuation by Spauish 
troops, ii. 228 ; selfishness of his charac- 
teit and motives, ib. ; is distrusted by all 
twurties, ih. ; oath of allegiance adminis- 
tered to him by Escovedo, ih. ; his false- 
ness, both to Don John and Prince of 
Orange, ii. 248: informs Don John that 
Prince of Orange is meditating a forcible 
seizure of his person, i&. ; gives Orange 
X>rivate information concerning the go- 
vernment, and sends him intercepted 
letters from his enemies, 249; deserts 
Don John, and makes up to Orange again, 
after failure of the former's plan ag^nst 
Antwerp citadel, 267; head of the cabal 
to bring Archduke of Austria to Nether- 
lands, 281 ; discontent of people with his 
appointment as Governor of Flanders. 
ib. ; his entry into Ghent as Governor of 
Flanders, t6. : suspicions entertained of 
him by Reformed party there, ib. ; capi- 
tulates to insurgents of Ghent, 285; is 
taken prisoner by them, ib. 

Alava, Don Francis de, forged letter from, 
to Margaret of Parma, i. 801 ; repoit to 
Philip on state of Netherlands and con- 
duct of Alva, ii. 16. 

Aldegonde, St Philip de Mamix, lord of, said 
to be the author of the compromise, i. 242 ; 
nis character and attainments, 244 ; ad- 
dress to congress of Dort, in behalf of 
Prince of Orange, ii. 82; despatched to 
Harlem by Prince of Orange, to make a 
thorough change in body of magistracy, 
57; his life saved by capture of Spanish 
Admirtd Bossu, 90 ; is released from prison, 
and despatched on secret mission to Orange 
and the estates, 137 ; report of estates in 
answer to hie propositions, 138 ; is sent as 
chief of a mission to Queen Elizabeth of 
Bngland, to offer to her the sovereignty of 
Holland and Zealand, 158 r leaves England 
without having effected bis purpose, 159 ; 



lays before estates meagre result of his 
mission, 160; his despair at religious toler- 
ance of Prince of Orange, 241. 
Alen^on, Duke of, and Anjou, intriguesr of 
Catholic Netherland nobles with, ii. 808 ; 
his character and career, 309; relations 
with Prince of Oiunge, 310; despatches 
envoys to states-general of Netherlands 
and to Orange;- to offer assistance after 
battle of Gemblours, 811; engagements 
entered into Ijetween him and states-gene- 
ral of Netherlands, 812 ; departure from 
Netherlands, 834 ; exchange of courtesy 
with estates, 336 ; policy of electing him 
for sovereign of Netherlands, 402 ; limita- 
tions to be put to his power, 404 ; arrives 
in Netherlands in 1681, at the head of five 
thousand troops, 405 ; departs for Eng- 
land, ih. ; special mission from estates pro* 
ceeds to England to make arrangements 
for his formal installation as sovereign of 
Netherlands, 406 ; returns to Netherlands, 
accompanied by a number of English gen- 
tlemen, 407; is received at Flushing by 
Orange and deputation from states-gene- 
ral, i&. ; his personal appearance, ih. ; his 
character and capacities, t&. ; ceremony 
ot his inauguration, 408 ; procession escort- 
ing him to Antwerp, ib. ; festive reception 
within the city, 409 ; prohibitions a^ednst 
Catholic worship raised, 410 ; constitution 
signed by him at Bordeaux, 411 ; is sus- 
pected of complicity in attempted assassi- 
nation of Orange, 412; is formally accepted 
as Duke of Gueldres and Lord of Friedand, 
422; scheme to poison him and Orange, 
ih. ; ceremonies of his reception at Ghent 
interrupted by an attack on his troops by 
Parma, 423 ; first whisperings of treason 
against Orange and against the states, ib. ; 
plot for seizing the most important cities 
by surprise, and making himself absolute 
master, ih. ; failure of the plot at Bruges* 
424; mendacious asseverations used to 
allay suspicions of his plot against Ant- 
werp, 425 ; attempt upon the city, ib. ; 
total failiAe, 427 ; indignation of French 
noblemen in his suite at his treachery, 
428 ; causes of his defeat at Antwerp, ib, ; 
efi&ontery evinced in subsequent com- 
mimications with Orange and with magis- 
tracy of Antwerp, 429 ; declares attempt 
tipon Antwerp to have been quite unex- 
pected by him, 431; efforts at reconcilia- 
tion, ib. ; intrigues with agents of Parma, 
433; provisional accord signed betweea 
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him and provincefl, 26th and 28th March, 
436^ leaves Netherlands never to return, 
t&. ; enters into renewed negotiations with 
states-general, 441 ; is taken ill and dies, 
ib. 

Alkmaar, city of, its situation, ii. 75; is 
invested by Don Frederic de Toledo, ib. ; 
heroic repulses of the assault, 77 ; raising 
of the siege, 79. 

Alva, Ferdinando Alvarea de Toledo, Duke 
of, enmity to Ruy Gomer., i. 77 ; at first 
not beloved by Philip II., ib. ; eclipsed by 
Buy Gomes, ib. ; beheved to be hesitating 
and timid, ib. ; his conduct of Italian cam- 
^ign, 86; signs treaty of peace with 
Pope Paul IV., 86 ; negotiates with King 
of Fi-ance a scheme for extirpation of Pro- 
testantism, 122; advises Philip to dis- 
semble with Netherland nobles, ib. ; his 
advice to Philip about OranvoUe's dis- 
missal, 206 ; accompanies Queen of Sprain 
to Bayonne to meet Catherine de Medici, 
234 ; instructed by Philip to promote in 
every way plan for simultaneous destruc- 
tion of heretics in France and in Spanish 
dominions, ih. ; diplomatic talent revealed 
in the letters from Bayonue, t&. ; pro- 
poses secret league against Protestants, 
t&. ; despatched from Madrid with a Span- 
ish army to crush the remaining liberties 
of Netherlands, 826 ; his suitableness for 
task assigned to him in Netherlands, 336; 
his great military attainments, ib.; his 
descent, education, and early career, ib, ; 
cause of his hatred to Egmont, 838; his 
character and manners, ib. ; his personal 
appearance, 839; exquisiteness of the 
army with which he proceeded to Nether- 
landfs, ib. ; commanders of this army, ib. ; 
embarks at Carthagena on 10th May, 340 ; 
order of march of his army, ib. ; armies of 
observation hovering on his flanks, ib. ; 
encamps within Netherland territory with- 
out having encountered any opposition, 
ib. ; his contempt for Regent and people, 
841 ; begins to receive trembling wel- 
comes from cities and authorities, ib. ; his 
finit meeting with Egmont, ib. ; his recep- 
tion by Margaret of Parma, 842 ; circular 
letters from the King and the Regent 
command unconditional submission to his 
orders, ib. ; distributes his troops through 
the principal cities, and demands the keys 
of them, 343 ; purpose for which he was 
despatched to Netherlands, ib. ; treacher- 
ous proceedings to entrap Horn, 345 ; in- 
forms Philip of success of his plan, 84B ; 
establishes Council of Troubles, 353; is 
assisted in the choice of members by Vig- 
lius, 354 ; his zealous attendance in Coun- 
cil of Troubles or Blood-Council, 856 ; is 
appointed Governor-General of Nether- 
lands, 869 ; propositions made to him by 
French court, 860; despatches an aux- 
iliary force to France, ib, ; his plan for 
seizing the person of the Count de Buren, 
son of the Prince of Orange, 368; fero- 
cious reply to magistracy of Antwerp 
whenc soliciting mercy for imprisoned 
citizens, 864; his reply to appeals in 
favour of Egmont and Horn, 868; first 
meaaure taken against patriot army, 878 ; 



his wrath at loss of battle of Holy Lion, 
884; atrocious measures against nobles 
taken in consequence, ib. ; his cruelly 
ambiguous answer to Countess of £|g. 
mont, 885: increased hatred of him in 
consequence of execution of E^^ont and 
Horn, 892 ; measures taken to avenge the 
defeat of Arembeig, 893 ; routs Nassau 
near OrSningen, 894; defeats him again at 
Jemmingen, 896 ; destroys Nassau's army 
near Selwaert Abbey, 897; returns to 
Utrecht and beheads an old woman, 899 ; 
rexMurs to Brussels and recommenoes his 
persecutions against citizens, 406; his 
plans of campaign against William of 
Orange, 412; mcidents of the campaign, 
413 ; ret^ims in triumph to Brussels after 
discomfiture of William of Orange, 418; 
causes monument to be erected to him- 
self, 419 ; quarrel with Queen Elizabeth of 
England, 426; severe measures against 
Enghsh subjects, ib.; continuation of 
atrocious religious persecutions, ib. ; sig- 
nal marks of the Pope's approbation of 
his proceedings, 427 ; new scheme of taxa- 
tion laid before provincial estates of Brus- 
sels, 429; atrocious means used for en- 
forcing new system of taxation. 430 ; begs 
to be recalled from Netherlands, 483 ; pro- 
claims an amnesty, 484 ; renewed conten- 
tions with estates at Netherlands on the 
subject of taxes, iL 5 ; symptoms of de- 
clining power, : his opinion of scheme 
against Queen of EnglaJod, 9; prudential 
and artml remonstrances against Philip's 
instructions, ib. ; sends assassins to Eng- 
land to attempt the life of the Queen, 10 ; 
his successor in Netherlands appointed, 
11 ; protestations of love for Netherlands, 
12 ; mterview with Alava at Brussels, 14 ; 
open revolt against his new tax, 15 ; his 
rage at rapid and successful revolt of 
various provinces and cities, 28; de- 
spatches his son to lay siege to Mons, 29; 
consents to abolish tax of tenth penny on 
condition of a yearly supply from estates, 
30 ; congratulates Philip on sack of Mech- 
lin, ordered by himself, 48 ; blasphemoos 
account of atrocious proceedings against 
Naarden, 55 ; relations with Medina Coeli, 
78 ; attempts to win back the alU^iance 
of other cities after the fall of Harlem, ib. ; 
letters to Philip on the subject of AJk- 
maar, 75; suspicions against King of 
Frauce, 79; his position in Netherlands 
in 1673, and relations with various indi- 
viduals there, 90; surreptitious departure 
from Amsterdam, 91 ; final departure from 
Netherlands, 92 ; number of per8(ms exe- 
cuted in Netherlands during his govern- 
ment, ib. ; close of his career, tb. ; retrospec- 
tive view of his great military talents, 93 ; 
his ignorauce and want of skill as a finan- 
cier, 94; his character as an administrator 
of civil and judicial afifairs, 95; parting 
advice on leaving Netherlands, 96 ; his in- 
conceivable cruelty, ib. ; vindication of the 
view given of his character, 97, in note. 
Amnesty, proclaimed at Antwerp in 1570; 
i. 434 ; exceptions in, 485 ; dissatisfaction 
with, 486; published 1574, 122; effect pro- 
duced by it» i6. 
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▲msfcerdam, its oritleal position daring siege 
of Httriem, ii. 68 ; refuses to acknowledge 
the authority of Prince of Orange, SOI ; 
▼arious schemes set on foot by estates of 
the proTTinces to ' '" " " * 



gain the city, tb. ; treaty 
of ''Satis&ction'^ at lenarth established. 



ih. ; plot for placing city m the hands of 
Don John by aid of Swedish ships, 306 ; 
munjeipal revolution in, t6. ; incidents of 
popular moYement, SOd. 

Anabaptists, their excesses, i. 40; iierseou- 
tionoi;48. 

Anaatro, Gaspard d', a Spanish merchant of 
Antweip, saved from bankruptcy by 
Philip II. on condition of assassinating 
Prince of Orange, ii. 414. 

Antwerp, city of, its commerdal.greatness, 
L 44; <mgin of its name and escutcheon, 
t6. ; its great commercial houses, «6. ; its 
civic institutions, i6. ; state of schools, 
46; gcnveo^js pageantries in honour of 
Philip n., 71 ; rejoicings at supposed birth 
of hobr of PhUip and Mary, 72 ; on occasion 
of truce of Vaucelles. 80 ; rejoicings at con- 
dusion of peace of Gateau Cambresis, 106 ; 
poiralar outbreak at, on occasion of execu- 
tion of Christopher Smith, 220; effects of 
republication of edicts and canons of 
Trent on prosperity of city, 287; enthusi- 
astic reception of William of Orange in 
1566i 269; tiunult at, in consequence of 
defeat of sectarian force at Ostrawell, 317; 
submits to receive a garrison, 326; build- 
ing of citadel of, 361 ; description of cita- 
del, ib.; magistracy of Antwerp solicit 
mercy for imprisoned citisens, 364; pro- 
clamation of amnesty at, in 1570, 434; 
seized by mutinous Spanish troops, iL 117 ; 
engagements entered into by citizens to 
rid themselves of mutineers, 119 ; is again 
menaced by the Spanish mutineers, 
185 ; its flourishing state in the midst of 
general desolation, id.; measiures of de- 
fence, 186;^conftised councils, 187; zeal of 
citizens of all ranks in defence of city, 
188 ; first cannonade fi.x>m the citadel, %b. ; 
exertions of Ohampigny, ib. ; the morning 
before the attack, 189; the attack, 190; 
incidents of the struggle, 191; destruction 
of the city, ib.; horrible massacre, 193; 
atrocious acts committed by Spanish sol- 
diery to extort gold from citizens, t&.; 
dreadfhl spectacle presented by the dly 
after the massacre and pillage, 196 ; specu- 
lations of victors, ih. ; statistics of the 
slain, 197; negotiations with German 
troops after seizure of citadel by De Bours, 
262 ; flight of mercenaries, 264 ; abortive 
attempt made by Duke of Anjou to seize 
the city, 426; incidents of struggle be- 
tween burghers and followers of Duke of 
Anion, 426; defenoe of their conduct 
published by the authorities of the city, 
434. 

Antwerp, citadel o( plots and counterplots 
for obtaining possession of, ii. 262; event- 
ually gained for estates, ib. ; razed to the 
ground on side towards dly, 270; popular 
fury against statue of Alva, ib. 

Apolo«ry of Prince of Orange in reply to Ban 
of King of Spain, ii. 888. 

Architecture of NetheriaxidB» i. 873 ; destruc- 



tion of architectural monuments by image- 
breakers, 274 ; cathedral of Antwerp, t&. 

Aremberg and Meghen despatched with a 
Spanish force against Louis of Nassau, i 
379 ; meets Nassau near the monastery of 
the Holy Lion, 381 ; is defeated, 383 ; his 
death, ib. 

Aristocracy, character of, at commencement 
of Regency of Margaret of Parma, i. 129 ; 
views entertained by, with regard to the 
Church, 181. 

Armenteros, Thomas de, despatched by Re- 
gent to Spain, i. 196; his character, ib.; 
his instructions, ib. ; his first interview 
with Philip, 197 ; his cupidity and venality, 
217; his confidential mtimacy with Re- 
gent, ib. 

Army, rate of payment in Netherlands, ii. 
160. 

Arras, intrigues at, to w^i,ken the allegiance 
of Artois and other Walloon provinces to 
patriot cause, ii. 339 ; municipal revolu- 
tion affected by Gosson, 340; counter-re- 
volution, 341. 

Arsons, Pierre, president of Artois, memo- 
rialises Alva in favour of Egmont, i. 376. 

Artois, estates of, their address to Philip II. 
on lus departure from Netherlands, L 111. 

Ausixia, Don John o^ his romantic entiy 
into Netherlands, ii. 201 ; his biith, 202; 
early education, 203 ; theatrical disclosure 
of his imperial descent, 204 ; enmity be- 
tween him and Don Carlos, 206 ; his cam- 
paigns against the Mooi-s and the Turks, 
id. ; battle of Lex>anto, 206 ; spread of his 
&me, 207; disobedience to Philip, 208^* 
his plans upon Mary Stuari and the king- 
doms of England and Scotland, ib. ; is ap- 
pointed Governor-General of the Nether- » 
lands, ib.; stops at Paris on his way to 
Netherlands and becomes enamoured of 
Queen of Navarre, ih. ; his personal beauty, 
209 ; comparison between him and William 
of Orange, ib. ; instructions Aimished to 
him by Philip, 210 ; false position in which 
he was placed in Netherlands, ib. ; dtizeus 
of Namur forbidden to take oath of allegi- 
ance to him until he has complied with 
preliminary demands of estates, 212; first 
interview with estates-general at Luxem- 
burg, 213; demands inade by deputies, 
ib. ; reply to them, ih. ; new discussions 
with deputies from estates at Huy, 216; 
freedom of tone used by deputies, i6. ; his 
reply to three questions put by deputies, 
ib. ; declares his intention not to maintain 
Treaty of Ghent, 217 ; altercations with 
deputies, ib. ; concessions offered by him, 
t&. ; virtually accedes to Pacification of 
Ghent, 218; desires and endeavours to 
conciliate Prince of Orange, 222 ; his views 
as to i>osition held by Orange in estimation 
of Netherland people, 223 ; rwairs to Lou- 
vain, 225; his affability and popularity, 
ib. ; intercedes with Philip in favour of 
commanders of Spanish troops withdrawn 
from Netherlands, 227; his triumphal 
entrance into Brussels, 229 ; his hatp^ of 
Netherlands, ib. ; his correspondence with, 
and betrayal by, Antonio Perez, 230 ; let- 
ters to Philip on his position in Nether- 
lands, 281 ; on relations with England, ib*; 
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tfaroag;ikMit Bnbkot sfaaU be 
Sfl; and that a iiat id yeaatm qualified 
to iit ia gcoerkl Maomhly akall be anb- 
aiitted to him far fhmtnrtMP, Al; le- 
qnirea that catatee rikaU eeaae to hold 
comnmnicatyiP with Prinee of Ormgw 
if he docs not fulfil Treaty of 6Bent» 
•fr. ; reqoesu to be pronded with a bodj- 
gnaid, ib. ; repl j of catatea to theaa de- 
iBanda»i6.; hia aecret praetieea di a u» i ei e d 
tj interception of hia lettesaw «fr- ; fiuioaa 
eonkcilainta of intrignea of OnDgc, Mi; 
ftmat of hia pngeeuon Antwerp Cart^le, 
ib.; r^gieatfiuliireofhiaplaaonAntweip 
eiUideh 264; eztnordinarj demanda ad- 
dreaaed by him to eatatea in letter of 7th 
ci Angnat 1577, ib,; letter to Smpreaa- 
dowager hia oater, efaamcteriiinff the 
Vethmasda aa a bad people, and the 
Prince of Orao^ mb a perrerae and heretic 
tyrant, 2M; bu co u r ti er i begin to deaert 
him, 207: letter to eatatea, dated 13th 
Atigaat 1577, ezpreaBre of hia extreme 
deatre far peace, ib. ; reply ot eatatea to 
thht letter, intiiDating that hia intetoepted 
letterv prared him onwortby of their con- 
fidence, ib. ; arrangement with Ayamonte 
and Idiaquez for return of Dpaniah troopa 
to Flanders. 268; increaaing Uuntneaaof 
tone aaaumed hf eatatea in their oorre- 
apondeoce with him, i§St; categorical con- 
ditiona of reconciliatioo atipulated by 
eatatea, ib. ; attempted Juatification of hia 
own conduct in reply to eatatea, 270 ; re- 
queatc a formal conference with eatatea, 
accompanied hjr an exchange of hoatagea, 
ib. ; new and harder conditions impoeed 
on him by estates after arrival of Priiice of 
Orange in Brussels. 276 ; bis extreme in- 
dignation at these proposals, ib. ; leaves 
Kamur lor Luxembuig after having de>^ 
apatched a final commtmication to edatea, 
S70: intrigues with Duke of Guise, 279 ; 
declared by estates-general an enemy 
of the country, 287 ; letter to Emperor of 
Germany urging him to adopt the cause 
of 8pani>>b Government in JNetherlands, 
298; threat uttered in interview with 
English envoy. Leyton, 295; collects an 
army at Luxemburg, ib. ; change in his 
a][)pearance, ib. ; issues a proclamation in 
french. Gemiau, and Flemish, ib. ; mili- 
tary aavttntages possessed by him, ib. ; 
piivil«ges oouforred on him ^y the Pope^ 
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laxiaaiiiaBoCB 
gaudy, L 28: hia crafty pofi^, ib. ; i 
Bor of the HctherlaiidB dmiiv minantgr of 
hia chiUren. St ; ia taken pnaoner fay the 
citiaenaofBnigea,AL; ia leicBsnd bgr the 
ether estates^ A. ; sweais to the treaty with 
the Flendogi^ A.; flnoBeedatothein^Mrial 
tfaraae,30: iatrfgneato bedecCedPop^ at. 
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to hia nomiitttkm, 279; ia received at Ant- 
werp by Orange, «fr.; iaaoeeptedaa Gover- 
nor-General of Ketheriand^ »0; limita- 
tion of hia power aa anch, ib. ; articles 
fanning baaia on whi^ he waa aooqpted. 
ib. ; oeremony of hia inaoguration, 291 ; 
aommona meeting of eatatea at AiUEwen 
to remonatrate against negotiatioiia with 
Anjou, 886; departa from Neilieriande, 
401 ; inaignificance of part played by him 
there, 402. 

Aato-da-& on return <tf Philip II. to Spahi, 
i. 114; deacriptianof oeremonialaofaawved 
at, 166. 

Avila, Don Sancho d*, sooceeafU operatkmB 
againat Louia of Naasaa at llaefltricht» n. 
110; defeats Louia hi battle of Mock, Ul; 
opena commnniratjon with mutineots 
while heading the citadel of Antwerp^ 
177 ; recogniaed as diief of the mutiny, 
185 ; gaina over the leaders of the Qerman 
forces in the city of Antwerp, 188. 

Bakerzeel. confidential secretary <^Bgn>anti 
his character and influence over hia mas- 
ter, L 231 ; his influence over Kemont, and 
excessive cruelty, 292 ; arrested the same 
day as his master, 347 ; is subjected to the 
torture to extract his secrets, 351 ; ia eze- 
cute<l by order of AWa. 406. 

Ballads, popular, illustrative of Flemish 
people's view of Alva's proceedings, ii 97, 
in note. 

Ban, against the Prince of Orange, issoed by 
King of Spain, ii. 388. 
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I d'ovAannanee, rtimfin g wacmj of Ne- 
tberlmndai. L 106. 

Bardes, William, a wmrm pntian of Prinoe 
of Orange, effseta % mmiicipal lerolutaan 
in Amsterdam, iL S06. 

Bartholoiiiew, the mawwrte d; it S7; re- 
joiehigs eaoaed l^, in Sfianiahcamp before 
Mona,S9. 

BataTia, island oC L 1. 

Bataviana, characteristiOB oC L 3 ; esteem in 
whidi they were held by Borne, ib. ; form 
an alliamne with Borne, 7 ; help Germani- 
ona to crash the Ubeities of their Getman 
kindred, *b. ; extinction of name^ 10. 

Batenbnrg, is despatched, at the bead of a 
eonaiderable bat iiregnlar force, to rdiere 
Hariiwn, iL 67 ; his plans diaooirerad by 
jj^wniards. t&. ; ia slain, and his troops 
ntterty rooted, ib. 

Bavaria* Duke William ci, estoblished as 
Lotd of Hainanlt> L SI ; ia socoeeded by 
his brother Albeit, tt. 

BeaoToir, Philip de Lannov. Seigneur de, 
attarihi and dMpenes Tbolouse's foroe at 
Oatrawell, L 817. 

Bade, or Beqnest made to the estates in 
1666,1.88. 

Beggary the Wild, origin of the brotheihood, 
L S66 ; oruelties perpetmted by them, ib. ; 
of the Sea, laws giireo to them by Prince 
of Orange, iL 8; of the Sea, assembled by 
Boiaot^ for the relief of Leyden, 186. 

Bergh, Count Van deo, brother-in-law of 
OruDge^ abandons his trust and flies the 
ooontry, iL 61; serious oonsequenoes to 
patriot cause, ib.; deUvers up the im- 
portant town of Zutfen to Parma, 488; is 
arrested and imprisoned, ib. ; he and all 
his sons take service under Philip, ib. 

Beatgfaen, Marquis, of; his detestation of 
mtem of pwsecution, L 175 ; refoaes to 
mga. letter of nobles to Philip, complaining 
M OranveUe, 193 ; his sickness and death 
at Madrid, 361 ; confiacati<m of his pro- 
perty, ib. 

Berlaymont, ■ Baron, his eharacter, L 53 ; 
niember of State-Coundl appointed by 
Philip, 118 ; variovis opinions of his char 
racter, ib ; attempts to conciliate both par- 
ties and discredits himself with both, 193 ; 
accepts the ofi&ce of member of the Blood 
Council, 856. 

Barty, Secretary, sent by Regent on a special 
mission to Antwerp, to gain William of 
Orange, L 388; prevails upon the Prinoe 
to bold an interview with other seigniors 
at milebrock. i6. 

Bflly, Seigneur de, despatched to Spain by 
Margaret of Parma, to represent the iuez- 
nediency of sending Alva to Netherlands, 
L 826 ; warns Egmont of the coming dan- 
', 844 ; and lulls Horn into fiilse security. 
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Bishops, number of, increased, L 136 ; Bull 
of Paul IV., authorising erection of new 
bishoprics, ib.; diasatisfaotion created by 
this measure, 138. 

INaise Bouset, a cobbler of Mons, hanged for 
eating meat soup on a Friday, 11. 44. 

Bias, Bertraud le, a velvet mtuufacturer of 
Toumay, takes the consecrated wafer tvom 
the hands of a piieat in cathedra]^ and 



tnunples it under foot, L 171 ; frightful 
punishment invented for him, ib. 

Bfombexg, Barbara, mother of Dtm John of 
Austria, JL 808; her shrewish character 
the torment of Alva's life. 80S. 

Boards of Council, their constitution, L 108 ; 
number of; ib. 

Bodavero, testimony to Buy Gomes, devo- 
tion to Phifip IL, L 149. 

Bcosot, Admiral, assembles a fleet for the 
ielie^of Leyden, iL 186; gradual advance 
with force towards Leyden, 187; captures 
Zoeterwoude, 181; despairs of passing for- 
tress of Ijunmen, 138 ; is relieved by fiic^t 
of Spaniards, «6.; enters Leyden, 133.; aitar- 
tive attempt to relieve ffierickxee, 170; 
death of; ib. 

Boisot. Charles van, slsin by his own soldiers 
at Duiveland, iL 155. 

BosBU, Count, appointed commander-in-chief 
of patriot army, ii. 307 ; worsts the royal- 
ists near Binemants, «6. ; avoids a general 
engagepieut with enemy, i6.; suspicions 
sgsdnst him, i6.; his death caliunniously 
attributed to poison administered by Prince 
of Orange, 336. 

Bourbon, Chariotte c^ her early history, iL 
146 ; marries William of Orange. 149. 

Boura, De, carries Antwerp citidel for the 
estates, iL 862 ; is induced by Petw Lupus 
to become a traitor to Orange and the 
patriot cause, 878; surrenders the city, 
373. 

Bordeaux, treaty of, rigned by Duke of An- 
jou, aa accepting sovereignty of Nethei^ 
lands, iL 411. 

Brabant, ancient constitution of, called the 
** Joyeuse Entree," L 138 ; compromise in, 
between abbeys and bishops, 164; four 
principal cities of; enter solemn protestSr 
tion against edt<^ as violations of the 
Joyeuse Entrte, 838 ; declared free of the 
Inqtiisition, ib. 

Bray, Ouido de, a reformed preacher of 
Valenciennes, i. 325 ; his answer to the 
Countess of Boeulz, t6. ; his firmness under 
the gibbet, ib. 

Breda, negotiations for peace ofiened at, iL 
142 ; closing of conferences, 144. 

Brederode, his personal appearance and cha- 
racter, L 53 ; ois efibrts to make Granvelle 
ridiculous, 181 ; his devotion to Egmont, 
and Insulting conduct to Archbishop of 
Cambray, 225 ; selected to present Bequest 
to Begent, 252 ; his genealogical claims to 
sovereignty of Netherlands, 253 ; his habits 
and character, ib. ; one of the first to sign 
Compromise, 244 ; his famous banquet to 
confederates, 257; accused ofeating a capon 
on Good Friday, 260; his eccentricities 
during the autumn and winter of 1566, 
311 ; presents new Petition or Bequest to 
Begent, 314; enrols troops against govern- 
ment, and contemplatesan attempt against 
Walcheren, 815 ; proposes to march to the 
relief of Valenciennes, 316; his ridiculous 
conduct at Amsterdam, 331 ; arrests Ia 
Torre, sent thither by Reyent to obtidn 
trom magistracy his forcible ejection from 
the city, ib \ makes his submission to 
Margaret of Burma, ib. ; dies in Germany, 
882; fintoofhisfolloweTay ib. 
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. .11., ...11. .Ill .-I ml .111.1 llliil.itiii.', t.'i 
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I l.ili|. M... II I, I l).i 

I .ilu.i.i l.|.>,.ii|'l). I i>l riilll|i II , hl» iMlIiih'l 

lllll .'I .llllio.ll 11^ t III, , lllllllliillllN Mlilt 
M.'ll I III,... vll...l .1 ll.lhll ll iIkiiMi. lO'.-. 

I'll.il • I ll.. II |i\ Mill., I ,(ii Millnii. I. IH> 
t'-lHiiii;, I ll.iliiii, tl|i.>n|l\ \Vi»H>i»l' nl' TtMjr- 

Hii\. Inn III .iliMi ||.| |ii(\||i^ i'ii|iUhI hOIIIO 

li\ iiilin, I. I/O. 




•,-i:i>f— ..;i^ r.^. -w«i i 

J.—/:- m.' ': -M- ji 

■■• ■ .» I.r.i.r-- «.- ~ .a— irr s s 
ii'-Miwu a. . 

f.'-l. JJM' 

tv It :!«.'. : 
f •• »■;'.: "T'T 

fK.-u.VjC rv'.<'..c*i* if v^iisn. i£ Tnyniit i 

J:4'.'i». &^ . rv.m^n %t ^.-'iriBTir r ± 
jii VI. »•>.■: "■■.-•. -Hat 'jrjs :r iii! aB^ 

<;umillo, J'yf**- Oft. ;i-.n.^'-*^r*rr: aljne >- 

tr:iyifi;r '//!T<*;y.os«Cijt Iff r'iJi? — "'^ 

rnii':'; of Orv,in:. z. i'A 
i'n\*:nu tliUTi'tjmM.. \r^azj -JL i lit 
(;< til«: nii'l fi*int.Vi ruyai ci.is*r:sxii i> 

ljiii:tioijii of, i- i; c:i;*r*r-.» :i ?:-=ia. «. 

Ill MMrUI arm, 5; oJ re^-::i:c -.z': li »l— 

ihtirii.-t'.'riNtich, <!- 
CiiMH.Unfii, dnifhtl 6lb, rjT.t 'A \1A K^JrK'J 

III I hi! tikJuouH citac*:! of ArrFs^s > S^* 

Cin-utiiii, Ktrti'/ruM of, i. IvS. 

i:hiiiiiirti.'Miy, hiH cTiii'luct &s g:Ten.-:ff ofct; 
III AiitwcTii. diiriik^ stri^f.e «ff*:i--* 
H|i-iiiiHli iiiutinoera, LL 1^7; mak«e ^ 
lUHMiii! rniiii Antwerp, 191; u Ir^ier i'f 
CiiMnilic imrtv, |>reiicntB ft petiDOD to 
iiiii|.:ir«t.nu-y of JiruBBcIn OfpiaBt the 'inft 
III li n-llj^iiiiiH i>cuco, drawn up byPniwc 
III «)niiiKi% MIO;cMiHCf]UontriouaDdarrex 
III iiiililfN. .'117; in carried to Ghent, ib- 

(Mull Ion V.. IiIh birth, i. 30; issues the docn- 
iiu>iit i-dllofl tliu Kalf Vol, or calf skin, S3; 
inmilvrH to quull iiisurroction in FlaDacn> 
ih. ; ontriuidi into Ohont, ib ; pronounoes 
rti'iHriii'o cm the rlty, 34 ; promiugatBB n^f 
lunii nr niuniciiiul govomment, ib.\ ^ 
•'I itrl inniliiiunt of the oitisons, 85; hisby- 
piunMoiil iHMil/iilty, ih. ; his procecdinp 
ii-.uiitN( Mio lUit'onnniion, 41: bis ean- 
piiiimry pomtH'utiou of heretics in the 
NolhorliimlM, 43; coronionios on occaaiAO 
fl hirt uUllrutiou. 51 ; his i)er8onal appear- 
uiit'o, /i4; liiM luldroHs to the states imftV 
<lu':iti*>n, Ml his opprcseion of Nctbo^ 
liimK .M>; iiitnxlucoH Inquisition into 2f a- 
thoilftiulK, «0; his nnK*k piety. 61: hfaiJWN 
coiuplislunouts, t6. ; his pojHxlsriij io 
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Keibefriandi, 02; hit petsonftl qualities, 
ib.i and penonal habits, 64: difficulties 
relative to his abdication, 05 ; bis reverses, 
07; causes which led to his abdication, 
68; his retirement at Juste, 69; his en- 
deavours to secure the succession in Ne- 
therlands to his sisters, in case of de&ult 
of direct male issue, 71 ; his obsequies at 
Brussels, 106. 

Charles of Burgundy, siumamed the Bold, 
his character and career, i. 26 ; extortions 
practiaed by him in Netherlands, 26 ; he 
removes the supreme court of Holland 
from the Hague to Mechlin, %b.\ invests 
it with supreme jurisdiction over the 
charters of the provinces, ib. ; proclaims 
an its authority derived from his will, ib. ; 
centralises government of Netherlands, 
ib. ; establishes a standing army, ib. ; dies, 
1477, ib. 

Charles, Archduke of Austria, despatched 
to ICadrid by Maximilian II. on a special 
mission concerning state of Nethenands 
aad proceedings of William of Orange, 
1 421 ; public pnd private letter of King 
of Spain, 422 ; is authorised by Maximilian 
to offer to Philip the hand of the Arch- 
duchess Anne, 428. ^ 

Charles IX., of France, alarm at the cross- 
ing of the French frontier by Prince of 
Orange and his army, i 416; letter to 
Louis of Nassau expreissive of his deter- 
mination to assist Netherlands, ii. 86; 
gives the simal for the St Bartholomew 
massacre, 87; duplicity of his dealings 
with Alva and Orange, 88 ; change of tone 
on nerceiving the effects of the St Bai> 
tholomew on the various courts of Europe, 
81; distress at desertion of his cause by 
King of Spain, 82; designs upon the 
crown of Poland, 83. 

Charters, earliest in Netherlands, i 18; 
ancient, of Netherland provinces, }i88. 

Chimay. Prince of, eldest son of Duke of 
Aerschot, is elected Governor of Flanders, 
ii. 439; immediately opens negotiatious 
with Parma for delivering up the province 
to Philip, ib. 

Church, depravity of Roman Catholic, i 89. 

Cities, growth of, i. 17; earliest charters, 
18 ; acquire right to send deputies to 
estates of the provinces, 20; allowed to 
choose their chief magistrates, ib. ; num- 
ber of, 48. 

Gaudius Civilis, a Batavian noble, effects a 
general confederation of the Netherland 
tribes, i. 8; is unsuccessful, and is de- 
serted by his countrymen, ib, ; eptera into 
negotiations with the Romans, 9 ; meets 
Cerialifi on the bridge across the Naba- 
lia,td. 
•Clezgy, power of, i 87; decline of power, 
ib. ; their opposition to canons of Trent, 
231. 

Cooqueville, De, commanding a division 
undt^r Louis of Nassau, is defeated at St 
Valery, i. 878. 

Gol^y, Admiral, appointed Governor of 
Picardy, receives orders to make a foray on 
frontiers of Flanders, i. 87 ; shrinks from 
breaking truce signed by himself; ib. ; is 
foiled in attack on Douay, 38; attacks and 
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sacks Lens, ib. ; throws himself into St 
Quentin, 91; is taken prisoner at St 
Quentin, 96; is converted to Calvinism 
during Flemish captivity, 98; makes 
peace with the French court, £L 2; me- 
moir on invasion of Netherlands, cteawn 
up by desire of Charles IX., ib. 

Cologfue, conferences at, for settlement of 
disputes between King of Spain and Ne- 
therland provinces, iL 367; lailure of con- 
ferences luter seven months of useless ne- 
l^otiation, 871 ; ultimatum of^^atriot party, 
•6. ; expenses incurred by envoys to con- 
ferences, ib. 

Commerce cfuried on VTlth England and the 
Baltic, L 19 ; with Meditenranean, 20. 

Commission of Troubles established at Mons 
after capitulation, ii. 44 ; cruel and ux^ust 
proceedings o^ ib. ; infamous sentiments 
of commissioners, 46. 

Compromise, foundation of leaene thus 
Called, i. 244 ; contents of the document, 
signed, 246 ; character of nobles who joined 
in league, 247 ; growing audacity and tur- 
bulence of confederates, ib. ; they propose 
to present a Request to R^ent, 251 ; en- 
trance of confederates into Brussels, 253 ; 
procession of confederates to deliver Re- 
quest, 253 ; confederates present a second 
address promising to maintain the ancient 
religion, 256; assembly of members at St 
Trond, 271. 

Conjuring books consulted by Augustus of 
Saxony, ii. 113— in note. 

Constitution, new, of Holland and Zealand, 
ii. 419. 

Consulta, its constitution, L 108; its mem- 
bers, ib. 

Convention between England and Spain with 
regard to the Netherland difficiilty, pub- 
lished 1573, a 80. 

Comaille, Pierre, locksmith and Calvinist 
preacher, places himself at the head of 
8000 combatants to march to the aid of 
ValcDoiennes, L 309 ; is defeated at Lan- 
noy, ib. 

Coss^ Governor of Picardy, beats army of 
Netherland patriots at, St Valery, L 878. 

Coster, Lorens, introduces the use of move- 
able tyi)es, i. 24. 

Council of Philip II., how constituted, i. 
77. 

Council, royal, of Spain, how constituted, i. 
287. 

Council of State, assumes the reins of go- 
vernment at death of Requesens, ii. 163 ; 
names of members, ib. ; confirmed in go- 
vernment by King, 170; members held 
captive in Brussels, 173; falls into con- 
tempt on account of inabUity to put down 
mutiny, 174; is formally arrested, 182; 
men4)er8 again liberated, ib. 

Coimcilof Troubles, or Blood-Council, estab- 
lished by Alva, i 363; its constitution 
and functions, ib. ; its first session, 856 ; 
mode of procedure, 357 ; number of vic- 
tims sacrificed, ib. ; senseless pretexts for 
prosecutions, 858; abolition of the insti- 
tution, ii. 136. 

Council, general executive, for United Pro- 
vinces, established 1581, ii. 892; coustitu- 
tion of council, i6. 

2g 
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Oourt, oivaniBation of Vlemkh, daiing reign 

ofPhil«pII., L7«. 
Colembui^ i« cited befbro the Blood-CovmcQ, 

LM2. 

Dooay, City of; betrayed by an old gambler, 
saved by an old woman, L 87, 88. 

Datheniu, Peter, a converted monk and re- 
formed preacher, L 264 ; his character, ib. 

"DeLtt. diet assembled at, unanimously re- 
solves to throw off allegiance to King of 
Spain, an(l seeks foreign assistance, ii 
167; the estates of Holland and Zealand 
assembled at, conclude a new act of union, 
1<(5; articles of Union of, ib. ; character of 
league conclude*! at^ 166; assembly of 
United Provinces at, in 1681, establish a 
general executive council, 892; descrip- 
tkm of city and the house of Friuoe of 
Orange, 442. 

Bendermonde, meeting of nobles at, i. 801. 

DiuE. Franoisoo, a Spanish soldier, captures 
Admi al Coligny at storming of St Quentin, 
L96. 

Dieroen, Vrouw van, a woman of eighty 
vears, beheaded fir having given a night's 
lodging to a heretic preacher, L 898. 

Dirkzoon, Areiit, and three other ecclesias- 
tics, put to death for heresy, L 426. 

Dort, congress of; resolves to support Orange 
with blood and money, iif 81; invests the 
Prince virtually with dictatorial power, 32. 

Duiveland and Schouwen, expedition t<i, ii. 
163 ; heroism of Spaniards, 164 ; conquest 
ofthe islands effected, 166; important re- 
sults of expeditiun, 166. 

Dunkirk taken by assault, L 100. 

Edict of 1660, its leading provisions, 1. 1S3 ; 
of 24th of May 1667, against Protestants, 
excites the wrath of Philip oir account of 
its clemency, i 84 ; against Spanish mu- 
tineent, ii. 178 ; dissensions caused by it, 
ii. 174; Perpetual, signed at Marche en 
Famine, and at Brussels, ii. 219; provi- 
sions of this document, ib. ; is confirmtKi 
by Philip, ib. ; displeases Orange, ii 220 ; 
tendencies of treaty, ii. 221 ; published in 
Holland, suspending exercise of Romish 
worship, ii. 393 ; cause of these measures, 
ib. 

Education, floiulsbing condition of, i. 46. 

Egmond, Nictiolas of, a Carmelite monk, 
appointed coadjutor of Inquisitor-general, 
i. 168. 

Ejgraont, Anne of; the greatest heiress in 
Netherlands, married to William of Orange, 
L123. 

Ennont, Countess of, her desolate state after 
her husband's arrest, i 867 ; endeavours 
to save her husband, ib. : her misery and 
poverty after her husband's death, 392. 

ligmont, Philip. Count of, accompanies Mar- 
quis of Havre to Antwerp, ii. 86 ; is taken 
prisoner by the Spaniards, 197 ; attempts 
to seize Brussels to deliver it over to the 
Spaniards, 366 ; his complete discomfiture, 
ib. ; is allowed to depart unscathed, 366 ; 
mendacious attempts to clear himself of 
blame, ib.; base endcavoiuns to obtain 
favour of Spanish government, 857. 

Egmonty Lamoral, uie yoiinger, implicated 



in 8alfleda*8 sefaame to poison Orange and 
Anjoo, 422; escapes punishment tm ao- 
ooont of his rdationship to Qoeen of 
France^ ifr. 
Egmont, Lamoral, Count of, his personal 
appearance, L 68; his brilliant victories 
in Picardy determine the issue of the 
Italian campaign, 86; his charaeter, de- 
scent, and early history, 89; persuades 
Duke of Savoy to deliver battle to Mont- 
morency before St Quentin, 93 ; coDduct 
and bat^e of St Quentin, i6. ; assumes the 
fidd against De Thermes, 101 ; conduct at 
bittle of Oravelines, 102; bec(»nea the 
idol of the people^ 103 ; gahis the enmi^ 
of Duke of Alva, ib. ; one of hostttes for 
execution of treaty of Cateiiu Ganabreais, 
106; his enmity to Cardinal Granvelle, 
144 ; and Orange complain to tiie King of 
Cardinal Oranvelle, 147; joins Orange and 
Horn in a letter to Philip, shewing <Uu]^ger 
of leaving unlimited powo: in haixls of 
Granvelle, 191; quarrel with Aersdiot, 
192; and Aremberg, t6.; his reckleasness 
and indiscretion, <6. ; declines Philip's in- 
vitation to come to ^loin, 195 ; adoption 
of foolsoi^ liveries in order to htunOiate 
Oranvelle, 204; growing fiftvoor at Re- 
gent's court, 216; cultivates the good 
graces of lower classes, ib. ; accepts a mis- 
sion to Spain. 223 ; outrageous conduct of 
nobles to Archbishop of Cambray on < 



sion of Egmout's paraing through that 
city on his way to Spain, 225 ; diranotion 
with which he is treated in Snain. S27; 
returns from Spain to Nethenands ex- 
pressing himself perfectly content, 229; 
gives an account to council of his inter- 
view with the King, and a statement of 
the royal intentions, ib. ; his Ugh eom- 
mendations of Philip and warm expres- 
sions of loyalty, 230; his indignation at 
Philip's duplicity, ib. ; influence of Baker- 
seel over him, 231 ; returns to his govern- 
ment of Flanders and acts as an unscmpa- 
lous partisan of government, 291 ; views 
expressed at meeting at Dendermonde, 
301 ; offers to throw himself into Walchoen 
to oppose rebels. 816 ; proceeds with Aer- 
schot to Valenciennes, on mission from 
Regent, 822 ; suggests point of assault on 
Vt&nciennes, 324 ; his seal in carrying oat 
the wishes of Philip and Maraarat, ifr.; 
declares, in interview with Orange at 
Willebrock, his intention on no acooont 
whatsoever to take up arms against King 
of Spain, 828 ; proceeds to llrlemont to 
receive and compliment Alva, 841; Us 
infatuation as r^ards the danger that 
threatened himsel]^ 844; his intimacy with 
Alva's son, 846; his arrest. 847; com- 
mencement of mock process against him, • 
866; judgment pronounced against him, 
867; endeavours made to save him, t6.; 
charges against him, 372; his reply to 
these, 878 ; is sentenced to death by Alva, 
386 ; is informed of his doom by Bishop of 
Tpres, 386: his last night, 387; his letter 
to the Kinff,.t6. ; his execution, 888 ; sym- 
pathy of uie people. 390 — in note; his 
head sent to Madrid, ib.; retrospective 
view of his oharacter, 891. 
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lEtec*o™ of Gepm^ny— their sppeaA to Im- 

^Wbeth uf E-if^liZid—qLiE^rn;! with Duk« 
of AIt^w i. 4^; plot aji^iiriat her entor^i 
InUi by Phiijp, ti. Hr Acci^sad of hufin^ 
hired iin BMfifiam to att^tript tbo Ufa of 
X'rmciu JnlkD of Ntuuuu, 1^1, eee uobQ ; 
coquettrng' policy with i^ga^d t^i Ncthor- 
li£iidj, 157 j ROvartiiffTity over Zeiilrind and! 
HotUod Qflt^red to^ 158' Gmt an-^wi-T to 
fiOTDroiaiioiisrs fhLtin thenQ statee, 15^ ; 
eni|>ty pTtimiflea Aind pAltry iH>iioesfllnTui, 
ift. ; Attitude jiBSumod towimla Ntther- 
IftniiBafbor death of B^iteaeuB, IBS; itvakmi 
fldriuieea t^i Prtitco o( OmugriJ;, S7T; indig- 
HAtlOTi hi iutrigueH of uobldH wiLb Arc^t- 
duke i>f AuAt.rui, ift. ; iiermjuistar inforniB 
Netherlapd mitay tbat she will withdmw 
t^ mouour ftrani praTinc«a if Orange ho 
dppriviQd of liJB leodarabrp, 270 ; FOfily of 
Heetkerkti, ib. ; con^outfl to n treaty of 
idliiimcQ oud subeiiiy vriib NefhorliuidH, 
Si0; conditlnns of trcmiyj it.; tbroiUeiaa 
to inthiimw herself fi^m ths c&tiBO of Ne- 
th^tAitfi pfttriotet aitd ovau to take up 
aroia agolnai; them on account of tbdir 
friendly roUtiohS with Ak^n^n, 5 It. 

** Eoenrfi ifuidii," of noctumal attacic tnftrle by 
Btm Fr«d»rfe of ToJe^lo and Julisut Ro- 
iQQPa on ¥r\iust of Oraoge^A aniiy tit Her- 
tnigny, it. 41. 

EnUifl, Bartbol^l, one of the Bs^^igara of the 
Bea, cbaiibct«[rii;r;d cnrcar, Lt^ E&3 ; iiia dtiftib 
boforc Gi^niogeD., 16, 

EnAmtin of Rott^rd^m^ hie testimony to the 
pow^ atjd importunoe ofGlient, L 32 ; fata 
moderations i 29 ^ upliolde Luther, 4(|i ; la 
bttaok«d b^' Iho clei gy, i&. 

StaDarf&i. pEklnce of the, er&ctod io onmnDfl- 
moi&tlr>n orUittlo of St Quurjtiti, i. &S. 

"EmsovedOr B£s:retary to Don John yf Aiiatrta, 
«Qtrui9tcHi with amu)g«nj tints furtiepitrturE 
of Spanish tiviopa from Ketherlftiid^, ii. 
S?e ; d*ffli;iilriee of hie task, i&. ; cummuni' 
CiUtir<ina to Piiillp on auliject lif doparturo 
of tha tnntpn, 327 ; letUdrs to Antonio 
Pcrea on state iff afFaira in Nathetloiidie, 
232; sugtn+i^tft tbo ructill of Dtm John aiid 
the appirintniieii.it efa woman ria gf<tvQriKirK 
ii ; *;xprtsflscis to Piirea bis williognefta to 
enter niti» achome for assaiftaiiittlinM of 
Prince of Omnge, 237 ; fluggBst* to Philip 
the hcne^t to be dti-lTfod from jjittitig the 
Hcfurmod sad Cutbolfe parti e^s again Bt 
each other, 233 ; depirt^ far Madrid, and 
takescharfre tif si remoiiftinmco from estates! 
of Bmhant to tho King, an to the tidl 
oons4 qiioi]i?eA tif the course pureuod by hia 
Mn^^t.y's govenjor in NV-tberlaiidB, ii, 
2fi4 ; |j|ota ag^dtiEt him, at Mndrid, 25b ; 
hiH dc[ith determinod on, 2Sfl ; varloiia 
* att'empta at and ultimate Buceesa of 
murder, £^7' luwuttht givuti to afiKaaalnB, 

EblcBiiiea, Frfoi^nfg do Glar^es. Saifmoux €i\ 
am lnnotiL>nt Chtthotic gtnitltsnian, cou- 
demued to dtt.th by Bluoii -Council at 
HL&ua, iiid hia property canJi»catcd to 
onrjoh Noircermes, ii, 45. 

B^pinoy, MarydeMoutmoreney^ PfIdcbmoI 
UDdcrtakca defence of Toumay, iaftb^u^ 
ctt her hu^bond^ 11, 4y5. 



Ettntfla of HoUaiidt Mtsenihlwi at Dnrt U> 
iiike f*:trtii&) m&Li^ufee ibr rsnouiieiiiTig tha 
anthMHLy of AIts, il, ys- and Zcaliiud 
oflfoir eiworoignty over provineea to & 
Fren(?b princo, {§9. 

'B^ntitm-^hiiiuriii^ their pDwat-, i. 45 ; tbnlr 
conatitnent elemonts, 47 ; remonstrantie 
agninAt foril^ trttrjp^ i. ni; clamour of 
pempls &zid noblea lor conv<M:atloii of, II. 
24i; ndiirma lettera to Pbiirp of 94th 
August and fith t^pLemLber 1^77, rm stofff 
(if NetherlAnrtii, 271 i fyrmally decLu^DiJa-. 
John 4'f Au&tria U? iia^e forfeited ilia offloes 
and to bo jui etietny of tbo country, 'M7\ 
dee]a:no themBolTtia willing; to accept Arch- 
duke MAtthiaa as GoverrLktr-Geii^niL, S&O; 
in their own nrnne^ and that of Archduko 
MntthiJis dematid of Philip, thti rsckll of 
lh>n Juhn^ and the iuiiiLi.tei:iance of tha 
p4iid&caiiiou of Qhent^ 303 ; stimmoued In 
return to obey the Kiuj^^ comnianda^ i4*; 
affirm thtiir resolution ne^er mxiTu to iub- 
mlt to Spanish tymnny, or return to the 
priitdplufl Df Charles V. and of AJvo, ib,2 
ofr<rtB to a^crt the approacldnjff dtBrnem- 
b<irt[iautofC4viintry, 'is; dopat^iouijaent 
to WaJloon firoviricoa to •eiideavour to re- 
concile CI intending pirti&it, 8a 1 ; Aoiemn 
appeal ml ^reMtid to flecediiig proTtnoee, 
d^i ; iiiirite<i by Parma to nus^t temis 
offend to Wallnonfi. and to restore «yatom 
of Cbarfoa V,, ib ; Ijitter reply^ ih, 

E^tAtee i>f Ui;ited PreviiitxB foTEntdly offer tho 
gene^ral govomment to Prince of Oi»nge^ 
IL 437. 

Kst'^nteTille, nucceeds in Thurmee, i. 100, 

Idyck} V*Ut Jiiho tmd Hubert, attracted to 
Brugiea by getULtiOkity uf Philip tlie Good, h 

Fiveau and MaDart» ProtBi^nt uilni«t^ 
comlemna 1 to dtatk for reading BibliO; i. 
17S ] atteoapt of the people to rescue them^ 
1 7@ ; Ihflbr esmpQ^ !£(. }' recaptured and 
burnt, itt. 

Flaitdcna^ rej^sn to rooogniae Maximilian aa 
gQVLimoT, i. ^; is Eubdued and obliged to 
make humblo fiulHOi{}tiioi\ iit ; tbo four 
o^t&tce of, present solemn address to King' 
AJiainat monstirous pTOCOc^diIJgs of Peter 
Titchiiann, 2^; nominally jtnoLiled by cru«l 
^Kisrtiona of E^uunt, £99; ontbr^ik of 
antl-CatbolIc r^jralution in, ii. ass. 

Fleece, orier of Golden, ixiatituted by Philip 
of BufgUTnly^ \. ^2; asoLinbty of KulghtM 
©r thev cqnroked by tho KegeDr in T,5^ja, 
laS; etibaequunt mcietin^ at Priuee of 
Orango'a, to,; meotiug diaaofvtid, 184; 
cbi'vuller?( uf tbe, decMre Ut the Begflat 
tliat it l« below the dignity of aoy of tbdr 
c>rder to ta^e alung and tri lubloiomo joni> 
tsey in order to accuse OranvolK lD5j 
golden Btstutee of, Rppe^kled U> withflVlQvr 
to isaying Couijta %moTjt and Horn, SOS; 
B«it aside by Philtp, ib. ; legal mod« tjf pF&» 
oisedinir agjiiiiBjt krii^ljta of, 3«ft, in liote. 

Fleot, Portugu€iBe„ ciLptured by luaurgent 
palriota, li. 3(1. 

Flushing, the town of^ riaos in rebellion alter 
ciiptUFd nf Brhl^ aiid tgtH:td IJiNUikb goverii- 
tnent, 32t, 

FilAiana, tonitory inhabit^ by, i. 3; event- 
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ually subdued by the Franks, 11 ; aooept 
ChristiaDity, ift. : their andent laws, 14. 

Friesland, East, its political oonstitutioo, 
L £0; the people of; eleot the Duke of 
Baxony podesta, i&. ; is sold by him to the 
house of Austria^ tfr. ; separation of West 
and East, 80 ; political constitution of East 
Friesland, ifr. 

Fuonte, Ponce de la, his bones burnt at 
Seville, i. 115. 

Fury, the Spimish, iL 195. 

Oemblours, battle oC ii 296: defeat of pa- 
triuto, 298; cruelty of victors towards 
captives, 299 ; names of oomnumders in vic- 
torious Spanish army, ib. 

Genlis, is despatched to France for rein- 
forcements after capture of Mens, ii. 83; 
returns with a Huguenot force, which is 
routed by the Spaniards, 34 ; is taken cap- 
tive and subsequently put to death, iJb. 

C^rard, Balthazar, murderer of Frinoe of 
Orange, receives the protection of Orange 
under the name of Gmon, ii 443 ; personal 
appearance, parentage, and education, ib.\ 
long-nourished determination to murder 
Prince of Orange, 444; lavs his project 
before Parma, ib. ; is considered unfit for 
the task, 445 ; draws up a written state- 
ment of his plan, by desire of Assonleville, 
446; his motives for the murder, 447; 
is at length approved fit by Parma, ib. ; 
proceeds to put his plan into execution, 
448 ; the deed done, %h. ; is seized and put 
to the torture, 449; horrible sentence 
passed upon him, 450 ; the reward of his 
crime paid by Philip to his heirs, 461. 

Germany, state of religious parties in 1576, 
ii. 169. 

Ghent, convention of, i. 27; its wealth and 
pjower, 32 ; its constitution, ib. ; insurrec- 
tion oty under Charles V., 33 ; its privil^es 
and immunities annulled, 34 ; humiliation 
of citizens of, i. 35; convocation of pro- 
vinces, 109 ; congi^ss of, in 1576, ii 181 ; 
treaty of union with William of Orange 
and estates of Holland and Zealand, 200 ; 
stormy meetings of estates at, after arrival 
of Dukeof Aerschot in capacity of Governor 
of Flanders, 282; party dissensions at, 
283; commencement of revolution, 285; 
nobles and community of. publish vindi- 
cation of revolution, 286; effect of revolu- 
tion throughout Netherlands, ib. ; page- 
antries on occasion of visit of Prince of 
Orange after the insurrection, ib. ; dissen- 
sions between malcontents and burghers, 
829; act of accord between contending 
parties mediated by Prince of Oran^, 
830 ; remonstrances addressed to magis- 
tracy by Queen of England, ib. ; by envoys 
from states-general at Brussels, ib. ; fresh 
riots, 331 ; continued anarchical state of, 
364; government of, opens negotiations 
with Parma, 439 ; efforts of other states to 
dissuade them from proposed step, ib. ; 
negotiations brought to a sudden dose, 
440. 

Gourd, St, French ambassador at Madrid, 
urges Philip II. to command the immediate 
exocutiou of (Jeulis and other Huguenot 
prisunera in Netherlands, ii. 8ii; state- 



of MMOOs of MazimOiaa II. for 
mediating beitfweoii Netherlands cod King 
of Spain* 141. 

Godelaevus, testimony to emotion <rf Flemish 
people, on abdication of Charles Y., L 68. 

Gomes, Buy. his hatred to Alva, 77 ; eariy 
hist<Nr7, ib. ; influence over Philip, ib. ; 
ohaivcter and aoquhrements^ 78; endea- 
vours to prevent the mission of Alva to 
Netherlands, 834 ; continued jealoosy and 
hatred between him and Alva, ib. ; per- 
fidious conduct to Marquis Beighen in his 
last moments, 852. 

Gonaaga, Ferdinand, advises Philip TL to 
march on Paris after battle of St Qoentin, 
i96. 

Gosson, leader of the burgess fhu^mi in 
Arras, ii 840 ; effects a municipal revolu- 
tion in city, ib. ; counter revomtion and 
retaliation, 841 ; condemned to death and 
executed, 842. 

Grandfort, Dr, called "the light of the 
World,"* i. 89; denounces ecolasiastical 
errors, ib. ; disputes the infiallibility of the 
Pope and various popish doctrines, ib. > 

Grange, Peregrine de la, Protestant preacher 
at Valenoiennes, urges dtiaens to refuse 
to admit a mercenary garrison, i. 307; 
hanged after surrender of city, 823; his 
last words, tb. 

Granvelle. the elder, his influence with 
Charles Y.. L 64. 

Granvelle, Anthony Perrenot, Bisbc^ of 
Arras, afterwards Cardinal, pronounces 
address to Flemish people for Philip IL, 
on abdication of Charles Y., i 67 ; advises 
the re-enactment of edict of 1550, 81 ; dis- 
approves of war with France and oie Pope, 
85; negotiations with Cardinal of Lor* 
raine, at Peronne, 99; appointed chief of 
the Consulta, 126; his parentage and 
education, ib. ; acquires the fi»vour and 
confidence of Charles Y., 127; his mental 
and moral characteristics, ib. ; his political 
principles, ib. ; his contempt for the x>eo- 
ple, 128 ; his extraordinary industry, ib. ; 
his riches and covetousness, ib. ; is ax>- 
pointod Archbishop of Mechlin, 139 ; his 
growing unpopularity, ib,\ indemnifies 
himself for pecuniary loss accruing to 
him by acceptance of Archbishopric of 
Mechlm, ib.; his zeal in ferreting out 
heretics, 143 ; Margaret of Parma obtains 
for him the cardinal's hat, id. ; his grow- 
ing assumption, and unfriendly relations 
with E^nnont, 144; his early intimacy 
with Orange, 145; breach with Orange, 
146; prejudices Phihp against Count 
Horn, 147; suggests to the Sang his an- 
swers to remonstrances of Netherland 
nobles, 149 ; his intrigues relative to the 
marri^^ of Prince of Orange with Prin- 
cess of Lorraine, 157; his entry into city 
of Mechlin, as archbishop, 163 ; his bane- 
fUl influence on Philip, 174; his zeal in 
canying out Philip's views regarding In- 
quisition, 175; increasing hatred of the 
people to him. 177; lampoons directed 
against him, 178 ; hostiUty of nobles to- 
wards him, 179 ; unfounded accusations of 
cowardice, 181 ; his country house of La 
Fbntaine, ib.; shunned by great nobles. 
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■unrounds himsdlf witb thoir inforion, 
182 ; bis reports to Philip on proceedings 
in Netherlands, r^farding introduction of 
Inqokition, and accusations and innuen- 
does agaiust nobles, 186; suggests to 
Philip now to proceed towards Nether- 
land nobles, and in interviews with Mon- 
tigny, 188 ; lays a scheme with King and 
Regent to sow dissensions among nobles, 
ib. ; acquires knowledge of joint letter of 
Orange, Egmont, and Horn, and instructs 
Philip how to reply, 191; his acknowledg- 
ment of his own unpopularity, 193 : con- 
tinued reports regarding, and artful in- 
sinuations against nobles, 197; recom- 
mends Philip to come .to Netherlands to 
allay the rismg storm, 203 ; contemptuous 
expressions agaiust the people, i6. ; ap- 
proaching cri^ in his late, ib. ; deter- 
mination of nobles to insult and humiliate 
him. 204 ; is recaUed by PhiUpj 207 ; de- 
parture from Brussels, 208; carries out 
the deception r^^arding his retirement, as 
{banned oy Philip, 209 ; his adherents de- 
ceived by his and the King's duplicity, 
210 ; his life in retirement, 211 ; turned 
into ridicule by nobles at masquerade in 
Count Mansfeld's house, 214; abandons 
all idea of returning to Netherlands, and 
repairs to Rome, ifr.; is employed by 
Pwlip to neprotiate treaty between Spaixi, 
Rome, and Venice, td. ; is made Viceroy 
of Naples, and returns to Madrid in 1676, 
ib. ; mes there, 1586, 216 ; policv devised by 
him and Spinosa, for entiro subjugation of 
Netherlands, 326 ; his duplicity as regards 
capturo of Netherland nooles, 849 ; regret 
at escape of William of Orange, 360 ; cruel 
insinuations against Egmont, ih. ; exulta- 
tion at discomfiture of Prince of Orange 
in first campaign against Alva» 418* 

Gravehnes, battle of, i. 101. 

Cbresham, Sir Thomas, his anticipation of 
coming storm in Netherlands, L 294 ; tes- 
timony to excessive fury of citizens of 
Antwerp during tumult subsequent to 
defeat of Ostrawell, 321, 

Griet-mann, chief ruler of an East Friesland 
district, i. 20. 

GrOningeh, city of, delivered up to Prince of 
Parma bv Count Bennebeig, ii. 381 ; be- 
leaguered, by patriot forces, ih. ; si^ of, 
882; death of Entes, 383; siege raised by 
defeat of Hohenlo on Hiuxlenberg Heatl^ 
384. 

•*Groot Privilegie," the Magna Charta of 
Holland, granted by Mary of Bui^^undy, 
i. 27. 

'* Gueuz, " origin of the appellation as a party 
name, i. 256 ; vindication of this origm in 
opposition to Gachard, ib. in note ; adop- 
tion of the name and of the symbols, 267 ; 
adoption of costume. 269 ; ultimate fate of 
the confederates, ii. 94. 

Guilds, institution of,. L 18 ; military, 46 ; 
literary, ib. 

Guines, reduction of, i. 99. 

Guise, Duke of, is defeated by Alva in Italian 
campaign, i. 85 ; is recalled from Italy to 
take command on Flemish frontiers, im- 
perilled by Egmont, tb. ; is roproved by 
pope, 86; assemUesanewarmy, 96; takes 



Calais bv assault, ib. : renews hostilities 
by attack on Thionville, 100 ; neglects to 
follow up his successes in Flancfers, ib. ; 
assembles a new army at Pierrepont, 104. 

Hammes, Nicholas de, his zeal in promotion 
of the compromise league, i 245 ; his im- 
prudent impetuosity, t5. 

Harangue, the, document issued by William 
of Orange, and addressed to princes of 
Germany, Ii 13. 

Haring, John, heroic conduct in battle of the 
Diemerdyk, ii 63 ; loses his life in naval 
engagement in the Zuyder Zee, 90. 

Harlem, Lake of, situation o^ ii 57; battles 
on, 66. 

Harlem, city of, is threatened by Spanish 
army, ii 65 ; skirmish upon the ice, 56 ; 
a portion of the magistracy enter into 
secrot negotiation with Alva, 57 ; situation 
of the city and natural features of environs^ 
ib. ; character of fortifications, 58; invest- 
ment of the city, 59; character of the v^ 
struggle, and incidents of the siege, 60 ; 
first assault, 61 ; continuation of siege and 
horrors attending it, 62 ; second assault, 
id. ; the Spanish igeneral determines to 
reduce the city by famine, ib. ; rescuing 
foroe under Sono^ defeated, 63 ; cruelty 
and heroism of citizens, 64 ; m^ries of 
famine, 66; desperate projects of the be- 
sieged, 68 ; the city surronders at discre- 
tion, 69 ; subsequent plunder and butchery, 
70. 

H^sselaer, Kenau, a lady of Harlem, who 
distinguished herself during the siege as 
the leader of a female coips. ii. 59. 

Havr€, Marquis o^ despatched by Philip to 
Netherlands, to try and conciliate the 
people, ii. 174 ; is despatched to Antwerp 
with reinforcements, 186 ; incompetency 
of himself and youn^ nobles who accom^ 
pany him, ib. 

Henry II. of Prance enters into secrot treaty 
• witn Pope Paul IV. to drive the Spaniai*d8 
out of Italy, i. 80; resolves upon war with 
Spain, 83 ; joins the army or Pierrepoint, 
104; his death, 106; arrangement with 
King of Spain for destruction of Hugue- 
nots, ib. ; revelation to William of Orange 
of plot for extirpation of Protestantism, 
122. 

Heretics, persecution o^ i. 43; increasing 
persecufion of, 177 ; police regulations ex- 
cluding them from all sl^are m usual con- 
veniences of society, 222. 

Herlin, Michael, a citizen of Valenciennes, 
beheaded, together with his son by Noir- 
carmes, after surrender of city, i 825. 

Herpt, the Seigneur de, amrtisan of Orange, 
excites the citizens of Flushing to revolt, 
ii21. 

Hessels, member of the Blood-Council, his 
cruelty, i. 356 ; letter from, to Coimt de 
Reux, which precipitates revolution in 
Flanders, ii 288 ; and Vischer put to death 
by Ryhove, 329. 

Heuterus, Pontus, testimony to emotion of 
Flemish people on abdication of Cliarles 
v., i 58. 

Hohenlo, Count Philip of, leader of patriot 
army at siege of Grouingen, ii 884; his 
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eBrioos indieafcioiisof fimaticitmaiid super- 
-^^'—i in murderer, ib. ; restiltof exaznina- 



tkm Iftid before Anjou by 8t Aldegonde, 
414 ; the crime proved to be a oomnierdal 
lipenalatioD, ib. 
Junins, Fraocis, a French Huguenot, invited 
to Bruaaels to preach a sermon in house of 
Couot Colemburg, L 243 ; his previous oa- 

" Kabdjawa,** first rise of party of the name, 

in. 

Kalf Vel issued by Charles V., L 83; destruc- 
tkm of the document, ib. 

Kmittel, William, used by Prince of Orange 
to gain assent of Landgrave of Hesse to his 
mazriage with thu Princess Anna, i. 156. 

Koop, van Fandem, tradition of the, i. 83. 

Kopell, Walter, burned for heresy, i. 170; 
■mgular devotion of an idiot to him, 171. 

Kopperzoon, Manning, subjected to atrocious 
tortures by Governor Sonoy, ii. J 62. 

^Of^pelstok, Peter, ferryman on the Meuse, 
assists the Beggars of the Sea in the cap- 
ture of Brill, ii. 18. 



Count. Governor of Hainanit, won 
over' by Queen of Navarre, promises to 
hold his government at service of Dulce of 
Alen^on, ii. 215. 

La Loo, Horn's secretary, is executed by 
order of Alva, L 406. 

La Torre despatched by Regent to Am- 
sterdam to obtain forcible ejectment of 
Brederode, i 381. 

Laurens, President of the Grand Council of 
Mechlin, his character, i. 168. 

Lens, town of, «aclced by Coligny, i. 88. 

Leoninus, Dr EU>ertus, and Hugo Bonte, 
commissioned by Requesens to treat with 
Prince of Orange, ii. 188 ; his early career, 
189, in note ; despatched on mission fh>m 
Don John of Austria to Prince of Orange, 
222 ; instructions given to him, ib. ; reply 
ofC^ngeto his proposals, 224. 

Letters of Prince of Orange to principal cities 
of Netherlands, requesting fUnds for the 
support of his army, ii 31 ; effoot of these 
letters, ib. 

Leyden, preparations for raising the siege 
of, il. 108 ; commencement of second siege, 
ISK) ; description of city, ib. ; preliminaries 
of siege, 121; endeavours of the "Glippers" 
to persuade their countrymen to submit, 
123 ; reply of citizens of Leyden, t6. ; 
Orange's plan for rescuing the city, ib. ; 
called upon to surrender by Yaldez, 124 ; 
joy of citizens on receipt of intelligence 
that the sluices had been opened, ib. ; de- 
sponding appeal to estates, 125 ; patriots 
take possession of the Landscheiduug, 126; 
gradual advance of the relieving flotilla 
through the dykes, 127 ; pest and famine 
within the city, 129; heroic conduct of 
Adrian van der Werff, 180 ; the providen- 
tial tempest, 131 ; progress of the flotilla, 
ib. ; the last night, 132; the city saved, 
<6 ; flight of the Spaniards, ib. ; thanksgiv- 
ing after the danger, 133 ; rewards for 
si^ering, 184 ; charter of imiversl^y, ib. ; 
solemnities of inauguration, ib, 

Xion, battle of theHoly, or Heiliger Lee, 1. 881. 



Lorente : his testimony as to mode of death 
of Don Carlos, i. 402. 

Lodroila Sancho de, and Sancho de Avila, 
defeat patriot army at Dalem, L 378. 

Longehave, one of the members of the Com- 
mission of, Troubles at Mous, iufceroedee 
for people, ii. 46. 

Lorrame, Christina of; seeks to become Re- 
gent of Netherlands, i. 107. 

Louvain, university of, i. 46; character <^ its 
teaching, ib. ; merry-makingat, on occasign 
of presence of Don John of Austria, ii. 225. 

Lupus, Peter, a Carmelite friar of Mechlin, 
forms the design of restoring the dty to 
the Prince of Parma, it 372. 

Luxemburg, n^utiations between Don John 
of Austria and deputies from estates at» 
ii. 213. 

Maas, Engelbert, Chancellor of Brabant, 
openly charged by William of Oiauge with 
knavery and corruption, i. 223. 

Maestricht, citizens of, wrest the town from 
the hands of Spanish troops, iL 184; 
shameful expedient used by bpanish sol- 
diery in attempt to regain the place, id.; 
city recovered by Spaniards, 185 ; import- 
ance of the cify as key to the German 
gate of Netherlands, 350 ; is invested by 
Prince of Parma, ib. ; narrative of si^ie, 
357; the assault repulsed, 359; the suc- 
cessful storm and the massacre, 362. 

Mausfeld, Charles de, signs the Compromise, 
i. 244; sent out of the country by his 
father before the arrival of Alva, 349. 

Mansfeld, Peter Ernest de, betrays and is 
sneered at by Netherland nobles, i. 299 ; 
entrusted with supreme military com- 
mand after death of Requesons, ii. 163 ; 
interview with mutineers at Herenthalls, 
173 ; aiTives in Netherlands with an army 
of well-trained troops, 295. 

Manufactures, influence on rise of small re- 
publics, i. 19. 

Marck, Robert dela, his animosity to Gran- 
velle, and efiorts to make him ridiculous, 
i. 181. 

Marck, William de la, chief of the Beggars of 
the Sea, it 16 ; is driven out of the j^iglish 
ports vrith his followers by order of the 
Queen, 17 ; sails for Holland, ib. ; sum- 
mons the fortress of Brill to surrender, 
18 ; attacks and takes the town, 19 ; re- 
quu-es citizens to take oath of allegiance 
to Prince of Orange, 20 ; is despatched by 
Orange from Leyden with a force for the 
relief of Harlem, but is deteated on the 
road, 58 : is deprived of his commission, 
60 ; enormities practised by him laid at 
the door of Prince of Orange, 81 ; murder 
of Cornelius Musius, ib. ; dies of the bite 
of a mad dog, ib, 

Mary Tudor, her devotion to Philip IL, i. 
71; personal appearance, t6. ; character 
and accomplishments, 72 ; her death, 105. 

Mason, Sir John, testimony to emotion of 
the people at the ceremony of the abdica- 
tion of Charles V., i. 68. 

Mau-brul4z, joum6e des, i. 176. 

Maurice, Duke of Saxony, intercedes with 
Philip lor release of Landgrave of Hesse^ 
L70. 
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iMirt.jj>i/iyi.i: 4./j/'.<ij ]•/!< f'/r ti.e f':]:/!;} of 

j/atij<^ife jij M.'i/it .bM(A. J06; in torixfi to 

il</j.'i/iii<>i.f., l'ii;iji-i,<.ijv(/yjiitlj«jNutljer)arifi«, 
t^y tH'U.i tit iiib hiij^ •iij/«.» Alvu lAi {lit t/i 

M</ijii, n 4</. 

JlofjJij':, hi» '/{/ill I oil of Lrualy of (jateuu 
r'aiiibM.-mto, i. 10.';. 

JMofjto, i:.i|«l.iliu of, tyy 1>;ii)h of .N'tthHHU, M. *M) 
lit tA;aj<.-,/>;'l t;^ Jjofi Kiclcrji; of Tolufio, 
:}:}; i:(i{/iLiiiailojj of, i'.i\ l/i':itMl vioJiition 
of uiUtrluM of i:u|;Muiatioii, 44 ; UHlubljHli- 
mi:ijl ijf u i:';iiiiiiiM)ioii ot'lVoul/loM, }6. 

Ifi/iitii/oy, <li.b|Mi<:i.«>l iu» uiivoy to Kpaiii, i. 
W, , liiH iiiii/ni'l'siii ruv^littioii Ui Piii)i|i of 
Ills o|>iitioij of fjiiUiVulIt), VM; rbliiriJM to 
Ncl,hi:rl:i/iilb, ib. ; ru|fOitM to Htiitu-<:<>iiJicil 
rubiiit of tjib Miiftiijoii, i/«. ; vioiunt hcouo in 
Cifiiiii.il oivuiiioi.c'i liy liiiw rufKMt, i6, ; ru- 
fubisH Ui ti)t/ii ]i(i4.r to J'liilin (unmaMiinn 
Uiiiliio |«owur ol ijniiivcllu, 193; Jlci'i^huii 
Kiid Miiiiblulil ittdihuH lo uiiforuo udirtM 
wilUiu tUuir govuriiUKjuUi, 23b; hU uui>- 



tjaiF ^rttt tw 7*AimjiJi tTEBmnnr. SW; 
am. beT^rucL -pniowc at. nuasroL tt^ Miio- 
T:i TvprsKntr V PAiiii txtB^ of Settas- 
jaiiUr jkXiL. UBEennmotioi. ol peafMC not to 
LH trampiifc ox. . :ibt timM- pnoc pomSB 
II UK- nmrueuofiu. u.: » cned oetare 
llfi<iib-l-inuicL K^- V unprwoned ax Bfr- 
(Ti^ii. 4:r Atraupcn rrr luoHxifr of whicL 
at ifarur ^ut laxx o' lib- bminsr md "Eg- 
Tiiinr. (' uu5'aL'?e»sni. piaii tar hie tmeaapt 
mm -nn^iiL it . nif- zai^r urnufriit befiore 
lut liiis>L-l •'UiicL n. Kcuieriaudfi, 4V>; 
mitiri-v.-M:in. u* iiu- wiit u. iiie befaalt ^K*; 
vumoiiv.'! ii utfuiL iinniniuictfd antTwip hnn 
>>.' x.ivu II - uir tfecre: 0aE0cutia& daur- 
niiueL uiiiYu i/. : tsmiMixutf md extmor- 
uiiiury imnuiTuiioui- i<k tuib. 441' : torn Yam. 
ijLiurh *4i vixiieHiefr n' nv deoEii for- 
ui^iUtn. ti rt>veuj :uc Becret ox; puc of 
btsuiL <»: . tuuiH'Rati niiaununBt tacfiii to 
cliikwu. Hit uuviuf liiec. u 'vioimii ririTVi lit, 

K-.iuiuiirrciJt'j. <.'.ini:«tuuit »^ iTuuee. takes 
L'lmiuiiuiL It: TiwucL umir m Piempnnit, 
-. HI . iiimif' 1. Tmiiec: tor ndieymp Bi 
Cjf:it.>:rii. vi if wtiuuded lU boEiie of Bt 
i^'uuuiiL uir- UkCtn:. ittwoiur.-. 1«s ; di0)tine 
h:*.iu; uu cu*,curt ntwr uartit of 3: Quen- 
"uu U:' : QiftiinM ».' luf- iiifluenue uftar 
UH;;sit. ii fnujtowtstic V' njito. a uo ^a : iw 
p.ciuii.iiiF i'.ir ;Hiu«L li>^: diiuu: id. SWd. 

IS '.'-.41. uaT;Lit- iif. i.. 1^'. : auleii: axid dwoL of 

L.>UJ» ■.>' ^UtMlUU 111 

M'.v-1-iiu- k luvLiimit nf OtsetbDc. ouDad 
douiMt .& ]b' '. . 1 l"!* : iuc- nigt- ic Sukwoidfr 
ItsTMC t: x^^^tti;!. Su;: 

M*ta* fiKSiriifiur at jiu Gr^oruv'r- of Qnv*- 
l:iiU6. firlif iiciMiJ luid hu> traope to S^KXr 
iij-at. 11. Kiii 

Xuler. iKJeTx 5ic. BuiiririiciiLBLer nf Chid^ 
iiLTiM:. t-xti-.i'.:^^ i:tr cs'ixcie ;*! rendoiririe 
B Lit. :. :-(. 

Mv*-_L:£. C.'njti'jua T"aFt:^r of SthiT Araib*. 
I«-j'. T-o statti I'v l»t 111 MuTt-t. inicifir cs- 
c--.ine*-ki-w» '.'f »"Tea: ikxrciiarj. ii Si. 

M'j::i!y -.; »:*:..iii ir.i:i|»f id-i-tsr surrfaderof 
Zitr.tiLww.ii 371: T:.:i::aeer5i>r;iee*dfrcBB 
ZtailiLLid V. Brfc^Ufci-i. dtT.iu^nitf ar tiMfx sr:, 
172; cei:j'.i:.KriTjfa -jji:-:. Vw' i-n '17'; 
a.£.rsc: crfca.>>i u £ru.a>fcL*. 'iC : rai2t;:2iees 

t6. ; j'.iis.M DT GtrL- to. rc^.rot^:.ifi. J7*: by 
haiicLo d'ArJii. jTT : =_vrEu-et-rs in ^KWBet- 
uioii ol" aill iLfc j'r:^c:iiiu ^.-ra-eaBea, ii.; 
eiiibn-oes wli...:e Sj-fc-^frL army, and is 
Leaded by &&iii:i.o a'AvijL 1&S. 

Naarden, a Bzca]- tovn of HT^Hand, refiues 
to aUiDcaD the cause c-1 t: e PxiLce of 
Oraii'/e. li. b'l ; is inveewd by Don Frederic 
de Tok-do, ib. ; BvirreiiderE. \b. : the dtiuci 
mHfeHiicred and town »et on fire. &j; asro* 
citieB oommitcod by Sj'axiish feoldiery. ib, 

Nainur, city of. dLSeTiption of, ii tlAf': I'on:- 
vitiuM on occauou of pn;s«nt;e of (^aecn of 
Navarre, 252. 

Nainur, citadel of, taken by stratagem by 
iJfin John of Auiftria, ii. 253. 

N'a»:huii, hiHtory of family of, i. 119. 

NuHHuu, Jlouryof, frovcmoravd confidential 
fritiiid of Charles V., by his ii.fluence places 
the imperial crowu on Charlen's hMJ, L 
120. 
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NttHm, William of, snnuuned The Rich, 
bUier of the great Prince of Orange^ L 120. 
HuBsb, ChaloDB B&16 de, loaves his titles 
and estates to bis oousin-german, William 
(^ Nassau, who thus suooeeds to the title 
ofPkince of Orange, i. 120. 
N^flsan, Louis o^ one of the first to sign the 
Compromiae^ i. 244; his character and 
persmud appearance, 245 ; and his twelve 
i4)08tles de^Mtched to Brussels to lay pro- 
posals of confederates before Regent, 272; 
uypealed to for intercession in favour of 
reformers persecuted by Egmont, 292; is 
cited before the Blood-Coun^ 863 ; looked 
to as chief of Huguenots of Fiance, in case 
tii Ooligny's fiedl, 376 ; commences to levy 
troops and money, 877; makes an unsuc- 
oessnil attempt to capture Alva and Brus- 
sels, ifr. ; his plan of campaign, iJb. ; enters 
Friesland, 878; summons Groningeu to 
join him, ib.i takes up a position near 
jionastexy of Holy Lion, 380; defeats 
Aremberg, 882 ; entrenches himself before 
Groningen, 384 ; his position after battle 
of H<dy Lion, 893 ; his army is routed near 
Groningen, 395 ; is defeated again at Jom- 
mingen, 396 ; total destruction of his army 
near Selwaert Abbey, 397 ; takes reftige in 
Germany, 898 ; joins army of Huguenots 
in France, ii. 2 ; his qonduct at battle of 
Montcontour, ib. ; his endeavours to gain 
Mends for Netherlands, tfr. ; captures 
Hons, the capital of Hainault, ^6; his 
address to citizens of Mons, 28 ; condition 
of, within the walls of Mons, 43; pays his 
respects to victorious generals after capi- 
tulation, ih. ; incidents attending depart- 
ure from the city, ih. ; agreement between 
him and representative of France with 
reference to Netherlands, 85; xx^mises to 
use his uifluence to procure crown of 
Poland for Duke of A^jou, t». ; frank and 
fearless letter to King of France, 86 ; pro- 
mises of support received from France, 
109 ; assembles a small army in Gtermany, 
ib. ; crosses the Rhine in February 1574, 
and encamps within four miles of Mae- 
strioht, ifr. ; disasters encountered there, 
110; is obliged to abandon bis position, 
ib. ; mutiny in the army, 111 ; battle of 
Mook. ib. ; death of Louis and his brother 
Henry, 118. 

Nassau, Adolphus of, brother of William of 
Orange, is killed by Aremberg in battle of 
the Holy Lion, L 383. 

Nassau, Count John of. is appointed governor 
of Gcdderland, ii. 314; exceeding poverty 
of his household, 384 ; e^^^cuses for his re- 
tirement, t&. ; his second marriage, 885. 

Nassau, Maurice of, sou of Prince of Orange, 
his resolute conduct after attempted as- 
sassination of his father, ii. 413. 

Nervii, heroic resistance offered by this peo- 
ple to C«esar, i. 7. 

Netherlands, the earliest history of, i. 1 ; 
physical geography of, ih. ; primitive na- 
tural features, original inhabitants, 3; 
state of population subsequent to the 
migrations of the nations, 10; become 
a province of the empire of Charle- 
magne, 12; pass into the (German em- 
pire, 18; aspect of ooul^ry at oommenoe- 



ment of regency of Vaigaret of Parma, 
129; causes preparatory of revolt, 131 ; re- 
ceive the ideas of the reformation from 
France, 132; ancient charters, 138 ; their 
industry taxed to enable France to attack 
the Huguenots, 183 ; anarchy and confrurion 
after departure oi Granvelle, 216 ; public 
corruption, ib. ; spread of Reformed reli^ 
gion, and growing enthusiasm of its fol-« 
lowers', 264 ; state of country after departura 
of William of Orange for Germany, 833 ; dis* 
may at arrival of Alva, 343; consternation 
created by arrest of 'Egmont and Horn, 
848 ; state of discouragement caused by 

Eroceedings of Blood-Council, 357; depopu- 
ition of country in consequence of cruel 
proceedings of Alva, 359 ; aU the inhabi- 
tants of^ condenmed to death by Inquisi- 
tions, 364; wholesale executions and fMght- 
fril cruelties, 365 ; severe blow inflicted on 
their commerce by quarrel between Alva 
and Queen of England, 425 ; continuation 
of religious persecutions, ib. ; new scheme 
of taxation mtroduced, in violation of pro- 
vincial charters, 428 ; state of manufactur- 
ing industry in year 1570, 429, in note; 
opposition to new system of taxation, 430 ; 
terrible destruction by inundation in 1570, 
444; open revolt against the new taxes, 
ii. 15; successive insurrections in various 
cities and provinces, 24 ; state of countrv 
at death of Requesens, 164 ; state of reh- 
gious parties in the various provinces, 178; 
state of country at period of death of Don 
John of Austria, 327 ; division of country 
into three portions, 395. 

Nevers, Duke de. Governor of Champagne, 
disposes his forces to meet an attack of 
Spanish army, i. 91 ; makes his escape 
after battle of St Quentin, 94 ; his escape 
deemed impossible, ib. 

Ninove, the starvation of, ii. 421. 

Nobles, disaffected state of, holding command 
in patriot army, ii. 295 ; malcontent party 
brought over by Duke of Parma, 342 ; jea- 
lousies, bickerings, and mutual recrimina- 
tions among them, 344. 

Noue, De la, is made prisoner in an action 
near iDgebnimster, 382 ; vain endeavours 
of patriot party to obtain his release, ib. 
is kept in prison five years, and then offer- 
ed his rdease on condition of sacrificing 
his eyes, ib. ; works composed by him in 

• prison, ib. 

Noircarmes proceeds to Toumay to disarm 
the citizens, i. 297 ; his calumnious reports 
to Regent relative to intended massacre of 
Catholics, 299 ; invests Valenciennes, 308 ; 

, conduct aft^r surrender of Valenciennes, 
325 ; persuades Egmont to disr^ard the 
repeated wamingns to him to fly, 346 ; ac- 
cepts the office of member of the Blood- 
Council, 355 ; his teHtimony to desperate 
state of Netherland citizens in consequence 
of Alva's cruel persecutions, ii, 14 ; cruel 
proceedings at Mons, 44 ; his base cupidity, 

Ogier, Robert, of Ryssel, and his family, 
executed for not attending mass, L 172. 

Ohver, Antony, a native of Mons, lays a plan 
for the capture of oity, with Louis of Kat- 



m 



Iwk*. 



klllxl •■• itiifli. u\ lt.« ffi> ■'■<-# l>#. M 
lf|nii|H. Wi.llitMi '.r »•..■•«■• %'t.\.*.-. '1. >."» 
iH'tq-iMfil ii|>|itiirMi '<. J V<. i 'f-i/'Wirr-'l *// 
ii|Miii »!.• ••-• »i'v' ••■•'••"•• '^ I*«-.v*: »/'*r ■ 
IhiIIIk <iI liiiiir' Iiim*. t'll , "fi<: or f.»ii> k'^t 

ii|ii<N I'll «.»i«'iiiiii ti\ \.t*A}y '*t f'hA^AOLi ■ 
i'iiiiitiM«l», I't'i. li iri.r f"«ir. Ki(i/'</Kr4(.'^ 
i|i.Ml,<liM »|riii>Ml ri«il'«llililA. I'f'i , mil'iX^tr** 
4.||i|iMi v'.iitN i.l |iM'lii»ii of |/«r'aili*: t/# (A 

•-..III" it-fi.i of Ni>h<ilii(i'N, |i;/, .-t|# ' 

itKiii'l ••( I'Cltfii tif.jia, HX; iiilnikMi t.y | 
t*liih|i II wlii-ii li'iiviiif/ Si thoriiiii'N, IJ3; 
«iii.i ui lid. III ihi> it['t> <il • |ir«(i. I'l |iri(i'-.- 

IlilliVnl (l|,||i|r». |y|, I ■ Mini l<l JtKtMl.14 
•II i.it.f III , i/i , |k-i-'-mi<ii lli<i frJ'-ii'l nfi'J 

|ii»'iiiii<i< ••! Cliiiil.* V, ih , ii|i|x«lliti:<i 
irxiii III! ill i-lil' (••riiMiiV'ii I*"*' ifiilr'ifiiinr, 
<>• . mHii.i iMOMiiiiiiiit i.i |ii>iiii<ii| \ur,\». With 

I'l.iliif. i/i •iiii> III ItiK hiint-ii/f-q Mili'-ti:'] 

III- hiiiir ••< I* I mil M. lilt i-vi-i iit.i'iii <il irc'-i'y, I 

4f> , •((••i-iviin i->lii.iiii> 111 lluirv II. lili'l . 
I'lilll|i II , (ill i<ii|il|iiilin|r riiifii:il,:ilihNiri, 
ih ; iMiilin Hii> niiiiiiiilii' hI " 'i Imi KIIi'IiL," 
I •■> , I hxii'ili m\ III II ( '.il linlii', iliili'rilllll<i to 
M.I IK I'll (• iliiiiU il lii« I'liti, i/i i lrii:in:uK!ii 
IiIm |Mi»iii hmiiiih liy MiiiMl<i)«i> wil.li Anil" of 
t'liiii'iiil. t/i , tifiiiiii-it II wlilnwir, \hW, 
ih , Ih iiii-iivi>il III liiiiriKK IIIIJIiI«ii<nI liiN 
wKii. Iv,i. Ii|q i>liiitiii>li<r iiiiil f'liiilnri 
III K'nlv |"ii< •>! I<l'< •■liiimr, i/i ; hiH 
■itli'ii-liiiii mill liiKiiiil'tUtv. I'Jii ; him iftiu 

|lii||ii*« ilttil tVllllllll|{ MiilllcMN, i/i. ; n%\n-u 

m\*n hiiiiliN iin<l I' ii4ii|MiMil iImIiIn. I'^'i; Uin 
tut lull* n>iiiii'iH III iiiVKliuii, Hi ; In liilMily 
HKMiioiiil III I'liM-iiiilfii, |>;it, IiIn (.iiIi'IiInhikI 

iii|illi>liiiiiiil>i, t/i ; IiIm •iji|MiRltl'iri iif 

liiMniiiiii>ii III iii'iv limiiiiiM, liW; Mi:ii|/in 
iiiiiiiiiMifl •■! |l|iii<lnli li>|{liiii, 141 ; liiNfiiily 
liilniiiii M Mil lli<tMVi>ll>>. I Ifi , IiIn i|iiiirMil 
Mlili ilii I'ltiliiKil »/> . Hint IViiiniil n-lilifi**!! 
{iiliil l-lifi III lliii Kin|i, ■••iiii|iliiiiiiiiK 'if 
llin imkIiix |»i\%>>i iitiiii'iili'il liy iliiiilitiiil 
lh>iini<lln. till, IiIm iiiilMlii>(i* with AllllA 
III M.|«...M. .111.1 illiniiiUlnn iillfinlliiK ti. 
n-lili \lii.|ii-il nil III liiA I'liiiitiifl. with ri<- 

IMll'l In Mli'iiK. I'll . tnnil'i-lllllKN rtil'l Ti'MM 
Xlili'.l nil iii>i»l<>liltl nf tllH Wi>llliil\){, IfiU ! 
Illi'i'llll.i III Klll'illln III lllll KIiHH-O, III. Illl 
IlKtinx, liii|iai>i|»ii |illlil|i'lllillli<l4. III:!; Nltp 
|iiiltfi| li\ |i..ii|.|i< III IiIn ii|i)M»<ll lllll tiitinitl 
Vi.lli. •mil Mil. Ui'iiKiil. 10, niiliklli'KN mill 
|i»|.tlH\ III t lllll i>ii|i.«iillnll. Vlllilli'lili'il, ih. : 

•li'li mil Hull li<< \\\\\ wilhiliitw fnnii k<>- 

Vfiiniiniil 11 Ui.tiiM'lli' iiK lllll i-i'i*rtlliiil, MM); 
\%iili>ii iniiii li'iiKi mill lOiiiiiiiil luni iliiin, 
III Pliiil)i. nil iiii'Kiiqiiv III ^lltiilriiwiit>; 

|iii\Vi<l III (iniini'llK. till; i)IUiMvN Willi 

Aii>inliii|i I (itmi hi> iiM'iiFuiN I'l Join lllll 

lit^iiin ii|iiihi«l Uiiiiivnlln, ||IU: KkhumiI 
rtiiil tint II wiKii HiH'iiitil Jnliii li<tii*r lo 
IMtlllii. li'iiiliMliiH llimr iiiMl|riiiilliin un 

tiii'iiiUin nl Ciiiillill nl Hlilli*. Il''i: llilllil 
III li'iii.ii.iilliiinn tn KiftiMll., llMI ; iili.tJiill 
ntilll nioiriinli III Slitlii ('iMItli'll, ll>7; lit 
tiMlllilH I.I lllll!) II.||> III t'lliniplliMI, llftiT 

ilii|iitiliiii> III Uiiin\i>il.<, '.'Id; hiN nohlii 
niiiMlinii mill |iiiiliv «>> i^liiinioiiir, tb. ; lio- 
ti|)iii«-i III liiviiiii III Uii|M>iil'ii fiMii't, ih. : hiH 

■|Him<li nil iii-i- iNiiMi III |-:>{lltiilil.'l« IIIIH'iiill lo 

hintiii, uiiil Vi^Uuii'ii luauuoUtMM, i:::^; of- 



ti* iia Jbiupiocnn ie nilint -an*- 
•tu*.ft.a.nL{ni.qB >dwsRnr:fiiL ^f-ni^ia 

'/ ujt 9iimn7 sium^ -niaanii -s iwn. 
K: ; CrtfOarvi -suic -=10 Z.zur7 non'mft^ 
t.T« v> .'.'.ivwHiaiia m '»ut yamumri^ 
lA r/t <v^«:.niic "wiihikm u.- iucin-if isir 
w^ivewJOL ^M: :• fiipni>rr2:£. sr IpuBE 
w.fl Hf.rzL, -n : m niic :r.iii«utari a Jboto- 
Wfb *Jt 'v.tii3»-imM« litiunft. itf. aa 
t/\^.:afx.% '.n ti'.fl'.ranitaic if ZJi^ wL 
II..*! . «.'-«i- « ; ixMicRnvia \t *• a»- 

i.'.jC w^j^ V* 3w«r, IE htnriA. Sir i mAr- 

\u Vn^ ^iA pPST^jTS \f Bfer.TXflK. ISL: ill 
r/i'i4ir«tiMW lA. ; ani-atw -lo LiioiAaiiBB. 
i'^/T: nrfAin v> Artv-iir^ «c wiieziBa. if 
c.tiwrrt* u> rnfton ^n-iic suii'ullicf. 3B: 
r<:s(kri'^ by aZI xaztjai m ^ 111.7 3HB. 

ti'-D fr/m oveacun <>f C^onpnRUM 
Mvi lU Ht Tra.'J, *7l ; U tf.c ' 
fa M prrmiiaM of Philip, USA. '= 

{ft*ti:»sn/Untrn M Aiitwerp R..«srr« so 

(«f AtfTiutntut between h«ft<i* of Bdtf sna^d 
rclifflon arid {rr«Ter:.n.«KB. 16. ; inrnji^ h- 
\itirttiity of t.is \iev«, 16. ; eKaciIi£«i ico- 
KUftw poMo« frt Ltrec.'.t ani Aa.jtadamaa 
Niriio l/aHiM as at AD'.werp^ t6 ; hii 
fkiiial cmduet at Antw«^ wLen 
VdiirinK Ui itatnre order after cL4 
Hiiiit rifiU, 809; flnt thrMigiiu of 
uiic:u ti} tho pliUM of the Sp«z«uh ^-«em- 
iiMsiit, aiul |>roiic«alii to Ef^on: and Hon 
(III tho Hiibicct. 3U1 ; interne STB a: Deader- 
in'/iido twtwooii Hmii^re, Horn, Ecnnoitf, 
I IiNy/Hi malRii, and Count 1^ ^UB nf NaMO. 
16 ; hiH iwilHtod |KMitioii, 803; his increa*- 
imf wiiichriilnciw. 305; pubiLtbea a pam- 
phliit <in nwxmdty of Hiiowiug aonie d»- 
uriw (if ruliKious liberty, 307 ; enoourRgot 
I'll iKuiiH Hi ruHiji:, iiitrodiu;tion nf meiceuary 
KumMuiN. 308; bis onduavours in &Tour 
i>r I'roti'Htaiitii of Amst«r«lain, 812; nfiuea 
ill tiku tlio now onth of ailegianoe im- 
ixnuil liy iioviimmeut, 313; ttindera hii 
MMiKtiiitioii, 16. ; is oDUSiilted by 13red«- 
riNlu and othor Hoi>niiont as to now pe- 
iiliiin Ui Ix) pruiuntod to Rogent^ 814; par- 
tiiilly c(innivoH at procoudiiifts of Bnde- 
hnIi', hi.*) ; his duuiitloss conduct at Ant- 
wiirp iliiriiig tumult cnusod by defeat of 
Ohtmwfll, 318; proiHiKOfl terms of arrange- 
niunt, 3111; avails hiinHolf of aiitaffoninn 
iHitwoon liUthoraiiB mid Ciilviuists to save 
tho (tity, 320 ; niwts tho insurroctionists in 
the Mttro, ami jiniiMUH^ article of accom- 
nxNlallon, 3*J1 ; HuctHHnls in ru<08tublishing 
01 (lor, 3'J'i; hiH utVorts unapprt.>ciatod bv 
Ko^Mit, ih. ; his roM<iliito ruH.Htuiico to all 
olIortM to gain him over to the Spauish 

iuirty, 3*J7 ; intoi-viuw with Mansfctd and 
<4;nii>nt at. Willcl>n)ck, 328; endeavours 
tit HJivo Flffinont 3'_*l); letter to Philip, an- 
iiouitciiiff hiH intontiiiii to withdraw fh>m 
Ntitherliinds. 33U; letters to Ilom and 
KgDiuut ou aauio sul(ioct» ib. ; is iuformed 
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bj TandenMM tliai Al?a hM orden to 
imrt and onmdenin him at onoe, 881 : and 
ilhar aeigiiion are dted before the Blood- 
^?'nl~*'^ 362 ; charges agaiust them, ib. ; 
lila mflj to the aummons. ib. ; hia son 
Mfaad aa a hostage, 863 ; publishes a reply 
to act of condemnation, 876 ; his exertions 
to xaiae troops and gain allies in Germany, 
fc«g»Mwi, and France, ib. ; grants commis- 
ttan to Coimt Louis, to levy troops and 
WMB war on Philip, »77 ; is recommended 
Ifhim friends among the German princes, 
to pause in his attem|)t8 to save the Ne- 
i^*^iAmnA provinoes, 407; enrols himself 
far Ufb aa a aoldier of the Reformation, 
fb.; dumge supervened in his religious 
dyvBCter, 408; sincerity of his piety, ib. ; 
h nquirad by the Emperor to lay down 
anna under penalty of forfeiting bis righta 
nd privileges, 409 ; his reply to Emperor's 
xaqiuaition, t6. ; his formal declaration of 
war against Alva, 410; proclamation to 
Oo ]Mople of the Netherlands, ib. ; crosses 
Oo Jfeuse with his army, 411; enters 
Bnbant and takes up a i>o8ition within a 
Aost distance of Alva's encampment, 412 ; 
iMdliDg plan of his adversary, ib.; iu- 
ddflnts of the campaign, 414; effects a 
Junction with Geulis, at Waveren, ib. ; dis- 
jppointm^it at siipineness of people, ib. ; 
smtinoua stale of his army, tb.; crosses 
^tbe firantier of France, 415 ; is summoned 
by the Bling of France to declare his in- 
tentiona, 416 ; his replv, ib. ; is forced to 
lead back and disband his army, 417 ; sets 
£nth with his two brothers to join the 
banner of Cond€, ib. ; pn)cee(ungs in 
finmce after disbanding his army at 
BtarMbuig, ii. 1 ; returns to Germany, 8 ; 
axtenaive correspondence with leading 
pwBonages in every part of Netherlands, 
lb. ; issues commissions to privateers, ib. ; 
giveo lawa to the Beggars of the Sea, t6. ; 
his foiiom condition but unbroken spirit 
after return fh)m France, 4 ; persevering 
efforts to obtain money and allies, 12 ; in- 
structions to Diedrich Sonoy, 18; docu- 
ment called the Harangue addressed to 
prinoee of Germany, ib. ; oath of allegiance 
taken by revolted provinces to him as 
stadholder of King of Spain, 26; resmcnes 
stadholderate over Holland and Zealand ; 
ib.; reli^ous toleration exhibited in his 
instructions to functionaries appointed by 
him, and in now oath of alliance im- 
poaed, ib. ; assembles a new army in Ger- 
many, 80; addresses letters to principal 
oitlea of Netherlands, abjuring them to be 
true to his and their cause, t6. ; power con- 
ferred on him by congress of Dort, 82 ; 
ordinance issued by him as a provisional 
Ibrm of government and voluntarily im- 
podng lunits on himself; 83 ; crosses the 
Khine at Duisburjr with a considerable 
army, 84; takes Boermond, t6.; differ- 
ence between his character as militaiy 
commander and that of Alva, 86 ; his fur- 
ther advance, (6. ; learns the news of the 
massacre of the Huguenots in Paris, 86; 
advances with his army towards Hous, in 
the hope of provoking the enemy into 
a pitched battle, 40; night attack on his 



army by Don Fredorio de Toledo, 41 ; 
retreats to P^ronne and Nivedea, 48; ia 
followed by an assassin hired by Alva, ib. ; 
his soldiei-s refuse to remain I nger in the 
field, t6. ; is obliged to advise his brother 
to capitulate, tb. ; crosses the Rhine, dis- 
bands bis army, and repairs to Holland. 
ib. ; his reception in province of Holland 
after breaking up his army, 55; unfolds 
his plan of futiure proceedings in secret 
session of states of provinces at Harlem, 
ib. ; despatches a force under J>e la Hutdc 
to the relief of Harlem, 58 ; makes a f^esh 
effort to succour toe town, 60; farther 
endeavours to succour Harlem, 68 ; keeps 
firm in faith and hope in spite of repeitted 
disastura. 71 ; his lofty enthusiasm, 74 ; 
for want of fUnds is obhged to decline ofRsr 
of Spanish soldieiy to deliver Harlem into 
his bands, 76 ; difficulties experienced by 
him in raising fUnds for his enterprise, 80; 
his lofty and generous purpose, ib. ; accusa- 
tions against him by bigoted adherents of 
both religious, ib. ; his raliance upon secret 
negotiations re-opened with the court of 
Frauoe, 81 ; reasons for conquering hia 
repugnance to King of France, 84 ; outlines 
of new treaty wim France drawn up by 
him, ib. ; sohtary and anxious position 
during the misfortunes of Harlem and 
Alkmaar, 87 ; ap))eal to the general as- 
sembly of the Netherlands, exhorting the 
country to union against the oppressor, 
ib. ; epistle to the King of Spain, 88 ; con- 
fidencein Godthemainspringof hisenergy, 
89 ; Uberty orbonscience for the people his 
main object, ib. ; publicly joins tne (Jalvin- 
ist Church at Dort, t6. ; his fears relative 
to impression likely to be produced by the 
King's promise of pardon, 105; position 
taken up by him during siege of Leyden, 
128 ; desperate plan for the rescue of Ley- 
den, ib. ; his illness at Rotterdam, 125; 
resumes preparations for relief of Leyden, 
126; proceeds on board the fieet before 
Leyden, 129 ; receives news of the rescue 
of Leyden, 183; enters the city, ib. ; grants 
privileges to Uie eity as a reward for its 
sufferings, 184 ; reply to proposals of Re< 
quesens, made through St Alaevronde, 187 ; 
answer to other n^otiators, 188; power 
lodged in his hands, 189 ; complains in as- 
sembly of states of Holland of conduct of 
cities, and offers to resign, 140; powers 
vested in him by estates, ib. ; refUses to 
accept government on these terms unless 
furnished with a monthly allowance, ib. ; 
suspicions of Spanish government and fear 
of a disastrous peace, 141; accepts the 
government of Holland and Zealand, 145 ; 
results of his mariiage with Anne of Sax- 
ony, 147; marries the Princess Charlotte 
of Bourbon, 149 ; enmities caused by this 
marriage, ib. ; evil consequences, 150 ; re- 
solution to throw off allegiance to King of 
Spain, 156 ; difficulties as to choice of new 
sovereign for the states, 158; finanical 
embarrassments of himself and brother 
John, 160 ; desperate scheme for rescuing 
inhabitants of Holland and Zealand, t6. ; 
prompt and decided conduct after death of 
Requeeens, 164; changes introduced by 



■»#/^sr. 



• I •,» w* -.-■*. -.'»!«• *-.--in ' "T ■■ ui.! «r. :t vr. n Rrflrli. 2fl.l[: aia ieremizuiciiiL 

/. . :i..' .- . - :n. .!!■ . 1- ; • : -.. — >.- -J - .,: biniT.utnnr.un. -i l kueb- 

ii.i . .« As.. .-.: •. ■ . — ••'. ■. :.n: f "■.ni", irr* ir.Ti*: -:- -atr.LUfl-nneni. .2I!9 ; 

■_•.■.- t. .■»•'! ■•^•.-.1 I . 11 I ji :iv !>ri ->r ■vtur'-v-vTsnrtru "*3 mmis ^i 

. ^.- .--i y ^ u ■ I. •.-** •::.i i::-. f... ■: li-l-fc^iji *«. Ui*. '.'.^.m JT.T.h 2ia IT.lir.MoB, 

■ . -i. . r.i. ■ ■;.• >tf. -vs! n : ri: •• J*:. luT-ftuw .f .i'.:* ^.'f'jr-ir init .sd^ience. 

.^ ■ .■ 1 . * . * w ■ u^ -.•. ■■!•:* -. ■!• ' I n-.f.n.r-iu cr-j««»i-*: ■•1 hixu iC «j-r- 

.1 t-.-.i -. 1 * - r ■:.■ : .»..• .- -.-: • i.-ririi;.-v -7 r»r.-. -jMi-iceri *siit :o 3?- 

•■ .-. -■ .. i ■. . •■ y-ii.-.. ;■« ■•■• 7 •,• -. rr. -. rlryifcsi'i. as. ; r.err.iaai II ' r JLia 

ir ^ . .rf.i U-" If ■•;• .■■ :..: :\ ■ i'" "*■ Jir- ;< •;r-..-T -.rr.fci:-^: *: .IC *^t.i,:u:a Y H.-.ilaf i 

€■. *■ .. ^ .■-... 1 . -.f t ^'f!. -•. .11-111 u-.-l /»^.k..'l -Ti; Mr.iy :-, swnuirtai :f 

1..1 1- M- 4 11 ti . I ..-' .-»■ ••» .•..I' ■n»r. •;■.;.«. r.-?r^ ir. ; »T.rr..\fi'.jLatiC mjacZiOia. 

4 11 . t .. .»■ I- ■* .■ :.-.:--4, -A if. i.-.r.* — . j~*: ^i.-rr mvi Eri.«eidL td. ; 

-:■*.-• ■■ t>t ■• -. ft •■•I. f-4 ...1 •.- ?;*..-'•:..»: t.i,r»* •-ntrrrr.p .iMd'oyii:in.?r3: 

< ■ ■:..--... *«•. : :.■• i.- •* ^. t ^•f;.-»-i. pi.** k «'. 7. r . r.tsy ':i.i£ii-.>n« v.zh Don. Jotis. 

. ■ / .14 .. ■'. . I ■.*-... I. *-f » -.-n -fl . ^T •!«»•• 1.;. J" tc ':«"»n of buiviiers -rf 

: i ■ t. .i A- 1 n-.i I.-.! -...•- .'..T ■ ' i:r-.AM:.A :>r ...m. 277: hii wine arnducs 

. .» <.. •-. .u '^-.M .**..■: iM!j«Mi.i-rt •»■-.. r^«"irl •■■■■ .'.rcr.l-:rfe MacchukA, 27&; 

. y • .-.-« i,ci ii.«t. II, : rt.-* :*.{. ..-r.r-* J* -itti-rt.: ft.;-rkri 1? iira''XknL. 2Si): a^jni- 

,.; --....! ■., -.1 -. •. ^ *',.'••* r-^u-'u. i.rv^ •'•.:-.:.« ± e. vi. ; hiA neir dignizj 

n* .. :..i i -■. . ■ .r^- .: .-»:. .. rj.w.-: 3 •.rlr-.-'Ml '.7 -.:3i-.ar£<i-flps:.eral, ib. ; the 

:..-r--i / .1 f .. ?;. : »■< i ?:i'i. .-.■■< TT •?: w.'.r.r. ':..M zrv-p, lA. ; iodi^rnation 

n. •.- <•.-! ..■ • ■■ i» f I., .f !■ !; J . .Ji ■■ i'. tr-ru r.-:r 'i* 9 zA ;ct of nobles, lasl; in- 

k.4--.i ..■...*..:* •■- €'.ir.-* ^-Ti-rti 'f-v :—*■■•: -.a Kyb'-T-iprevioua to outbreali 

, ,T- . fi . r. *• ^••v-rii. r ^-r.-Tr-i . ■!' 7- 1 i .■::♦.& ui Gr.etiC. i»t ; proceoiiiiu^ 

/. _ ...:,. .* .f < .-.1- -I t-. '-^ if.t»!r^.l r~:l»t.T-: :.. v.t -.rsaic. ivJ ; rcpam to Ghent 

1.'.. V . . It !• I ■ ■ . !: ! , *.-w.« ..^ '. « ..n .:.T.M-;. n ■ f f -ur eA:atefl of Flanden, 

..;.,• .4 . r < v.- .'.I I- .!. i.*.irr-iri -.i lA. . ^nr:^ *S.".: * new act of union, 

., i..,..; .i.l.i ./■■■•I .«^..i:« rill. 1 '.7 !► :. *-T*infu- '.h'i r--i;.-i'u« rLrht4 of Cath-.'Iics 

r .1... .1 t-.<p..i. r.i, ii:4 i.4r.r'i4'. .f U-.r. v.-i {Vi.Ctm'.uiu, ^^7 ; sTxcoeeda in negoti- 

I ,) I .. .4..ri.i r-<r *.i..4. {!<i. :« :rrif tf.-i «r.;n^ tps Uy ^f ailu'Xf tuid Bubsidy with 

,■ I. .4 . *. . wh.. )i 4*-f»4 -..11 ■;■: i.-.i i::./LLn>}. i*Ji CHtAV.lMhes fundamental 

,. «.>., |i.i. I . .11. ■'. . i*j..-K-:r-. ^• '.Kr-.::,* --r: wau:h Arvhdukc M^thioaisto 

...,., ., }•■.,,...". x\ r. ii.-. '.'.\ , ff-;<^ b« r^-ijiT-.it »i li /vernor-Gtjner.il of Ne- 

., ^t. .. f .:>• s»> fh-i *f-i*./ Ill fl : trit;r-.t!:'l4, Jd-i; u ap|kiintcd lieutenant- 

..i. 1 .... I /. ..I.. I '.'• . >M4 •vii>'4iii .•|n>; Kri icKJiKn,i i r t.'ie Archiliike Matthian, S01; 

.* >.....• V ,../■.!.»'• 4>ii .4 i:-.ii.iiii li r.ii.-;r i-»t: >ii<«y>i'h:iii tfMcrtviicd by nobles, Si<5; 

■ ■■,-. ^i ■■ ■ : . .1. .1. • • .••mI Ii.--w>:ii ; .ifi III-. »: c«'iiiil :<.'C w::h rvc-ird C<> Anutvrdam, 
,.. I ..,. -i.^ .r II -rill I III I /riUri-l. <■'. , I'll; frvi>.irr:o:.<t for ciniia:fru of 1578, 
,.i ...f V *• i>i"i->4i:4 ill I'll tiy I'r f..-. JL't; i.ev<t:iti- iii* with Cn.-Luid. r6. ; again 
,.....^ I p.. I I i}iii ..I' \ii4'ri4. ii>;i;'"n»ciii>.'f |-*!«brti>fc<uii:iiaudonC*atbobc 

■ I I...... I.. I ii.li>! :ii.-.t ill li.il!.iri-l ii<ihI>,-<«. ih.: rvb'ilce.i h'.j> «>wn Church for 

i.. I '. ...1 11. 1 .'• I. ..<■...■. I III wiiii h >iii w>i4 itA iiii< Icriii'.'o, .H)^ : hU roriAttnif forniain- 

. .1 t 1. .1 ,...•«•.. .K. .« , Iii4 ifiiilv to tii:ii[iu rv' iti<>i:s with Duk-.} o: Alcncnn, 

H ■' ri ... I h.. •■.. »-.'k"»i« .ii tvm ' .ip); prviHrrilvH :lie terms .»-.i which Alcu- 

...r., I t.i4 III .ili.ir. 'VI. Li.<l ^•n''* aiiHi.it.iiiv.'tf Di.iT be dk.vtfiite i, 'Hi; 

.., , .... -11 •:...k il .■iiikiir»<-* , unM.'H a .*: «tt-.m "f jTt>visi.':uU uUention 

...,.., .1 i,.'i t, I4.I.I hv ihinr ' til Ih; AU'iicM i>y Mutthi w, 314: i;:cimlnlxty 

I ..,,..11 -i iii.i N. Ilinrliui I-*, > of iiirt ciiiir:fMi;M>rirK*ii to u:idorsCand hu 

.. „ ,i , r. 4-> iiiiii liy l><iM ■ ti>lcrimv. (A ; pnivitfMt:;*! aiTU.-icciucLt for 

1.1... ., ^ , I I t..^ 4iiM.::l.-4 til! n;li;«iii<t tiilvriCii-n 1:1 Au'.wcni. 313: dis- 

-. . ,,., ...ii -.'.iM».<r I O'litvnc c:iiirtv«l :un n^ C-ita- I:c leaiirB 

I : n.i-. i.i Ml -iiiMt l>v I ail J W.ii:»..|i p.'pit'.atii'U by r.i:» attec-.pt to 

)• ... • .- I t I i I., ... ti-^« .;i>iiii cKrahlirtii rcli;;i*»Li» t>Ior.it :•':!. 3lo; cudea- 

..I .. ....-..• .,.1 :|i ^m't.m-* I vmirs to o<i(K'ili:ite the v.-t>u:ci:«.Uxi; ^>artic9 

■ < I.. ...... »...i ill.. I iiii;h.-nt. :i:i'): in>{'tfT'iUi'n AS lmJ^v-Drelk- 
. II . ■ ... : ... I -. ..' . . t .•• •■• . I'.iii ill;; noTA M \.ihi:ue. 3:iL: Uf *.:. i'uvd t>-i ^ 

. I- . • . . .1 ,......,.. ••.i to ilhfiit '<» ippc;uH? ■Tprv.ir. J;Ji : obeaira 

I , .• • ; .-■■ i. ; ... •.., ..,.'. .■ • i. ,1 o*>iiHciir .il'.hll i-iirtics : ■ .* r». I'^i-'ia te.u:e. 

I I I. -I I'lililiMliol :J7i!i l\wiis XT I ;'S -4. ; ::nror: 

.. I . . . . . I,-. . .. »i.:t....t .■! thii* .lticur«i-nc. to., m: ili-"i;Mn:» *u•:l- 
.., 1 . ■ ...■,..; ..4.. tiHiriO'i to l:iy -town ':i''ir it-il-j. r.'t^L'k.'. *; 

, .. I • ■»■«■ ■ .;-i«wt»: vtMiv'cr.oii ■£" ■•••* :r\ii:i:^:i tLu 

1.1 ■•■H «»•.»::• Ci'ic *'■':'■. -••. .*.:n.' : -v' u :.^ 7 ■-: 

, .1 ■■ \ 1 .■".'Wi No- ''orM;i'i -•'■'«:■•• 1:. ;. :«. ;:?.-."j 

• ■ . ■ ,.■ , ■ i,» l'-i-.»n ■»! "v." ^•.V!!^ :!•• ■'•«!.':■ MS:- r. .f 

,» •* ■ ii» N.ir»or':i:iii -v!»ii'i;i:. J-*'*. :i..*f*; accu- 

»\. ,, • ■-! ■• •fci •»'iit »,:*i: :"«c ~ !.i;. ■•• ■.■■ V," :.''ii -"' 

I"., . \i . ...... ■. M-.'! . <:<. x-K-.-.^-::!^ ::^-i-r* '.■ .— ns.- 

y.i V . 1 ■. . • ANHki "o ■•-iM. ill v-::.; ■»i'i;i."- 'i "-vT" X 

, . _, . ..... ..s V" -* ♦.i.'ii*: IT ■ -.10 :ul :i' M !».•!•«■.». :i"- 



4CT 





If ii» i& UL pmiEr* «^- ito- 



:&. . liaenvvrj -if a^ 
don. A XMK i^ aw ieflco. u rt- 

£rf: iai art <=!«£ -suk ] 




if tSuBii;. iQinum if 




t WJEh. i 

. \imif 9&.7«eaiL v Ma\tn^ mma am 

tanadhyaut i 
•fkii I mi nil I. a jeeuc ?«r 
> 4C fi^uMBcl inii 

g«i pn ami zj -a* 3 

, tft ; «99<ttt V. .ia^t^a in. m&r- 

ftom Qtfibertne 'fit Kai£«u «i.; fdhrtt v. 
cOhat SI iMiuvLncitt nantnHaeuin^ if ;««^ 
laia^iwBvsaa I>&kft4f A:qm«ui tiieprv- 
-wf»ni^ «k : ka rn-umiinf 4amr* 'a «« 
(■Bttc Jtekaioofi prrvvtoem fnife«i aso 




vif A3cvan. ML. ^nufi v 

-B^DT of Sftdkiliit. jumibmsM^ 



«f FwGz^aL IW : :inui» I^hl J^uiur it 



ami. lomiinus at Mcaif jf l»l«nt^ 



478 



Index. 



abiliUefl lAmnML efatnoteristics, 8M; 
his religious aeutimenta, ift. ; fiiTourmfile 
iiuiipioeB under which he anumed power 
in the Netheriands, 8S7 ; hi* sublfe and 
unscrupulous policy, 386; commences 
campaign of 1679 with a fisint against 
▲ntwerp» aud then moTes upon Mae- 
strictit. 860: continued n«gotiatioDS and 
intrigues with Walloon proTincM, 876; 
signs Treaty of Accord with Walloon pro- 
▼incea, 868 ; pantomime at Paris illustrsr 
tive of hia suoooss, 854 ; his entry into 
Haeatricht after capture of the city, 862 ; 
indigitation at arrival of his mother in 
Netherlands to assume civil administration 
of Proviuoes, 893 ; declares his determinar 
tion not to submit to divide authorltv, 
and conquers, ib. ; measures taken In 
consequence of proposed assassination of 
Prince of Orange, 417; draws foreign 
troops into the country in spite of treaty 
to the contrary with united WaUoou 
Province's, 420 ; lays siege to Oudenarde. 
it. ; tndta of courage and coolness evinced 
bv him during siege, «6. ; reduces Ninove, 
421 ; unsuooessfiil attack on Lnohum, i6. ; 
expenses of hia army, ib. ; position at 
dose of autumn. 1588 — is accused of 
having instigated attempt to poison 
AnjovL and Orange at Bruges, 492; in- 
trigues with Prince of Chimay, by which 
Bruges is restored to Philip, 441; his 
share in murder of Prince of Orange, 445 ; 
intercedes with Philip to sectire to the 
heirs of the murderer the reward for the 
assassination of Prince of Orange, 461. 
Parma, Maigaret of, nominated Regent of 
Netherlauds, i. 107; her descent and early 
education, 116; is given in marriage to 
Alexander de Medici, ib. ; married a se- 
cond time to Ottavio Famese, 117; her 
aversion to her husband, t6. ; remorse at 
his reported death, ib. ; her hatred for him 
changes to passionate fondness, ib. ; rea- 
sons for her being appointed Regent of 
Netherlands, t6. ; her bigotry, 118 ; her 
persouid appearance and mental charac- 
teristics, ib. ; stratagem used by her to 
induce the council to comply with Philip's 
request to send troops to France, 182; for- 
bidden by Philip to convoke the estates- 
general, summons a meeting of Knights of 
the Fleece, »//. ; exerts herself to reconcile 
contending factions, 184; informs Philip 
that the Prince of Orange is reported to be 
revolving some great design, 189 ; reports 
to Philip dissensions among seigniors, 
193; deMpatches Armenteros to Spain, 
196 ; her instructions to him, ib. ; her 
alarm at increasing discontent of nobles, 
ib. ; urges Philip to give satisfaction to 
Netherland nobles, 206; her delight at 
having escaped from servitude to Oran- 
velle, 212 ; contumelious treatment of his 
friends, 213; her denunciations of Gran- 
velle and his party to the King, and secret 
protestations of friendship to Granvelle 
himself, ib. ; her intimacy with Armen- 
teroR, and disgraceful participation in his 
peculations, 2i7; her contemptuous treat- 
ment of former adherents of Granvelle, ib. ; 
her insinuations aoainst Viglius, 219; dif- 



flculties of her position, 284; nigesFhllip 
to change instructions to inquisitors, ib. ; 
expenses and distress caused by her son's 
nuptials, 240; driven to despair by dis- 
turbed state of country and mscontent of 
the nobles, 249; informs Philip that be 
must take up arms or make oonceesioos; 
S52 ; her agitation on the presentation of 
Bequest^ 264; her answer to Request, 256; 
reply to second address of confederates^ 
267; issues the "Moderation,'* 261; pur- 
port of Moderation, ib. ; issues prodama- 
tions to put down religious assemblies, 
265 ; her rage at bold limguage of mem- 
bers of compromise assembled at St Trend, 
278 ; indignation and terror at image-broak- 
ing, 284; determines to seek refuge in 
Mons, t6. ; is advised by seigniors to re- 
main at her post, ib. ; is forced to oonoede 
liberty of worship where already estabUsh- 
ed, 286 ; signs articles of agreement called 
the ** Accord," ib.; aunounc-s to Phil^ 
that if the three points demanded by 
Beighen and Monfeigny be not granted 
she can no longer restrain rebellion, 288; 
letter to Philip on subject of conoessioiui 
made to eonfederates, 290; calnmnisB 
against Orange, E|gmont, Horn, and Hoog^ 
straaten, v91 ; compact agreed to with oon- 
federates for pacification of provinces, ib. ; 
begins to assume a tone of open defiance 
toward malcontents, 296; recalls Horn 
fh>mToumay, 297; despatdies Noircannes 
to Toumay to disarm citizens and suppress 
the Accord, ib ; continued treacnerous 
conduct to Oraxige, H(hii, and E^gmon^, 
298 ; informs the King that a scheme is 
arranged for dividing the country and for 
massacring the people, 299; dedares Ysr 
lendennes in a state of siege and all dti- 
sens rebels, 808 ; appeals to Orange for as- 
sistance against proceedings of Brederode, 
811; grants permission to Protestants of 
Amsterdam to preacii in the Lastadge, 
and immediately afterward withdraws the 
same, 312 ; refuses to accept resignation df 
Orange, 813 ; haughty reply to Brederod^s 
second request, 814 ; visits Antwerp after 
the pacification of OUvinist tumults, 826; 
her expressions on the occasion, ib. ; her 
indignation at being superseded by Alva, 
ib. ; her efforts to gain over Orange, 828 ; 
her indignation on arrival of Alva, 841 ; 
conduct subeequent to arrest of E^gmont 
and Horn, 849; her resignation is finally 
accepted, 859; she departs from Nether- 
lands, ib. 

Parties, three political, in Netherlands dur- 
ing government of Don John of Austria, 
ii. 247. 

Passau, Treaty of, affirmed bv Granvelle to 
have been seoretly revoked by Charles V., 
i. 424. 

" Paternoster Jacks," name given to malcon- 
tent Walloon party by Calvinists, ii. 314. 

Patriots, positiou of, after departure of Alva, 
ii. 105. 

Paul IV., indignation of, at the truce of 
Vaucelles, i. 82; his ambitious character, 
ib. ; his hatred of Spaniards, 83 ; absolves 
King of France from keeping faith with 
Spain, 84; makes peace with Spain, 86. 
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I ibr. a 5flbba!tekdiL 
eof Airm. i. Ifl. 
BnolcL itf»T«ilrd eoUbiioD d L IT: lecse 
oC«» eofnirtebecBMut <tf Bcct&rj of Mat- 
flBVt of Panna, U2; icfoM v> rrpk:r 
^^DHi if Spttoisb Doop* mre soi retzxyrad. 
141 ; thdr giving terror of u>d vmL u 
iDqnWtioD, SSS; cali upr-n OrVin:, Ef- 
' , and Hon to ecme fcrvard u tlejr 
J 230; <k«paar at re^b.tcaboa 
of «ificta» and icnewed prcdamataoa of 
S87; Kuifcnnga ot and oom- 
ligiation to Fiig!and. S4^. 
^m^^ w*»»»w>. ■p.^fcrtaiy of PhJip II., drawa . 
vplettar by wliicfa Um Ciiv racalla Gran- 

iUitonioc eonfideBtial a ecic Ui r of 
of Pbilip II.. hia betrayal of Don 
John of Anatiiak il 235; plottinsa with 
FhiUp againat Don John of Austria, and 

maoffriendahiptotbelatter. 234; 

convaid EacoTvdo, t6. ; sufZResta to 



Don John the neeeaaity of j>rocuriug aa- 
MHtaMtkm of Prinoe of Orange, 230. 

fianmne^ Interview of Cardinal de Lonaine 
and BWiop of Arraa at, L 99. 

Fhil^ the Fair, receivea the bonuvre of the 
atatea of Netherlanda, L 80; cartaila the 
nivikgea of the atatea, ih. ; mairiea 
Joanna» dan^ter of Ferdinand and Isa- 
bella of CSaaole and Anagon, «6. ; diea at 
Bragea, ih. 

mu^ IL. King of Spain and of the Nether- 
kDa% hia peraonal appearance^ i 64 ; his 
ingntitade to hia father, 68 ; accession to 
the aoforeignly of the Netherlands, 70 ; 
Ua fint appewanoe in Netherlands as 
crown priuoe,i&. ; hia marruMfC with Maria 
'oS. Foruigal, «6. ; swears without reserva- 
tkm to support all the constitutions and 
ptirllqges of the provinces, t6. ; his mar- 
rlise with Mary of England, 71 ; his ro- 
puUva manners, 78; his temperament 
and diaractens ics, t6. ; his accoiuplish- 
nMOtaandpenonal habits, 76 ; determines 
to r»-«nact the edict of 1550, 81 ; desires to 
annihilate provincial independence of No- 
thnriandw, ib. ; qualms of conscience, oc- 
esikmed by hostile position toward the 
Ohimdi, 8A ; his concessions to Pope Paul 
IV., A. induces England to declare war 
■gainst France, 1667, 88 ; refuses to encamp 
belbre 8t Quentin, 94 ; selects to follow 
up victory of St Qnentin l^ marching on 
Iw^ 96 : causes body of St Quentin to 
be brooght to his tent, 98 ; disbands his 
anny after victory of 8t Quentin, tfr ; pro- 
pOflOB to marry daughter of King of France, 
106; recommends the councils of the pro- 
vinces to extirpate all heretics, 109 ; takes 
leavo of the ebtates, ih. ; makes a "Ke- 
mMst" for new supplies, 110; nominates 
DadieBB of Parma Regent, ih. ; his rage at 
remonstrance rdative to foreign tny/ps 
preaented l^ the states-general, 112; hia 
■obaeqaeiit dismmnlation, ib. ; issues tnr- 
fherinstnictionafor persecntion of hcret jc^ 
d. ; zebnkea William of Orange; 113 ; landA 
in Sh)ain afttr quitting Netherlands, 1 14 ; 
eekbratea hia return by an mUo-iia-ft, 1)6; 
twean to uphold the Inquiaition, i6, ; his 
naaona for appointing HaxgartC of Panoa 



xusMns^a k1-.uv« to CR«:i.n fi ikw 
tci.r><^.rica. wnhoct o-v.h; r.r»|r Ar.thor.v 
Pcrrcoei. 1£P ; dinoctf *r «i S. A;n <T:minak 
i=.f.Tir.fc»oa»s a^^r«i ind-.ti/nal* in K^• 
liser:;a:-d«. 14?; bs rfc« iX v^Nmpkant* 
a: a::. A Gra£T«:>e aad crpckMl.^Yi to irnti- 
t!Ji;on of new Lwhopa. 1*7 ; fubm^asioii K-* 
iztffOKft^ion* of Granvcile. 14* ; »t*t# of hi* 
exct.i-q-jer. ib ; c^r.Arm* inMracii«MM of 
CLariea V. to inqui«:«^ni in Noth«riMKK 
ie« : b» dunwrteriiat-on of Inquisition in 
NetheriandiL ITS; urvv<^i bv linuivclla, 
dei:ieft the :nter.t:*-n to intJ\>lu<v £i|ianMi 
Inquisition in NetberUn^ia^ ISO: pix^toata 
to Mouti^T that he ha» no intont4on to 
iotroduvv Spanish Inquisition into N^ther^ 
lands, and that Qiunrolle was iu>t <\m- 
suluxi previoiu!y to introiluv^nt «^ new 
bishoprics. 189 ; Tvquc«t« o|iii)ioii of Alva 
on letters and ivmous(ian\>Mi of N^ther^ 
bmd nobles, 197; oni*r» Martrarotof l\urma 
to proclaim and enforce dtvnH<«oriVunoil 
of Trent m Netherlands, tii \ cndoav^nini 
to win Egmont when in 8|vtin. 297 : diasi- 
mulation with all ivutiiw. 231 ; su»nr(w(ioiM 
as to new mode of puninhini; hort-tu'a, fill : 
instructions to Alva for his inndanco in 
interview with Cathoriuo do M<>tlici at 
Baj'onne, t6. ; letters to incinlsitoni in Ne- 
therlands, 236 ; expresses hisdissatisfkitUou 
at opposition of Nc'thorlands to inquiaitiim, 
and enjoins Regent si riot ly to wm out 
religions doi^roos, ib. ; apiUauds lioi'lsion of 
theological asstanbly, i\HD ; o)hmi and aooixtt 
proceedings after arriviU of lloiyhen and 
Montigny inMadriil, S 6; oonuniinimUons 
to the rope regarding pn'toiidtMt run* 
cessions rnmie to NothorlAMfln. 9HH ; hXm 
promises to visit NuthorlamiH, UNP; iIq> 
Clares to Regent his dotonnhmtion never 
to allow statoH-goneral to lie (HMivenoit. 
but desires the iKiopIo to Iw liwetveil on • 
the subject, t6. ; Ivttiir to Kgninnt nxpres* 
sivo of approbalion of hts huviuK UUoii the 
new oath, and his whole ooumn of iHiinhiet, 
830; letter to Margnmt of I'anna exiimM- 
sive of <liHapprol)Atlon of odiotof V4th May, 
1557, on ucoount of liM loiilnn<7. n:i4; the 
veil of hyiMK'.rttlml nluninnny lowartlii 
NcthorlandN in thrown off, IIIA ; In 
counHollod by Uny ()onir« Lo pnHHied In 
porMon to NothorUiids, ih. \ ItiieniliMiN 
with which ho doNpuiohed Alva lo Na> 
therlatids. 84.'i; his loy ut Alva's HumMHHi 
in capturing Nrthdrland hohtnM, IMP; |i«ir 
fidioiiN inMt.nietloMN to Kboli ri'Ktf ding his 
conduct Ui llor«hon and Monlltfiiy, flAI ; 
isNuo pr<K!liiniatton notKinrnlnx Mm dMtrMi 
of the Holy Offlnn ry>ndniniilnKUid<iiiih all 
the inhahitanU of thn NctherlandN, nA4; 
expression of dot^Tfiiinnilon (o safififtoii 
his own fltiMh, If riKirilnwl liy Ihn l«/»r/l,4(»9; 
Miblic aniiWor Ui V,tu\Hmn of tiuituiuiy'n 
lot/ircMMion in favour of Ni-Mi'irliiiids aiNl 
Wiillarn of OrarifrA, 4UI ; prlva'A imtivvAr Ui 
fhnttf, 422 ; iiUti,t,rnlJH pr<:)*firHtiofiN Irrf 
ttnf.v^ and ixtra/irdltisry tntu:ul.Ufit hf 
Moi.tiffny, 4iHi ; lfi«trij/;t« Alva ht tiwiin 
known rliar, M^ritli^iiy has fl/cl a natttral 
d«atli, 44<( ; r/tuntituritulA hy|Ki''r )«■/ /ivtn/M^I 
Ob tfaM t/ceamiffii, ib. ; pl//t mt/nltuii ipttmh 
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of F.nBrUr.fl, ii. 4 ; nrrleni A\v% to mpply 

tr''>'.tiM fi. fjkvry f-ut pn-t aipunMt Qpumn 'tt 
T.ii'^inr.tl. r*: appfiincji Duke of Medina 
f>ti\\ r;<,vonior oonenii 'Y Si^hftriar.itii. in ■ 
1i>-ti r.r A |v^, 1 1 : r'lf.nmaiwifi depiititdi I 
fr'.m N'*ii*Tl.iiid pn-vinwai. .wnc to .ipain I 
tn r'snioiifitrate aipiinHt impriRitioa or the 
nnw u<«M. lA: ii-.4 PXii1tittir«Ti .it mniwmni 
'.f f I iifii' TKiU III Frun'A ■tT ; lOttarn to Aiva » 
".n fh*! Mihjwn, .1^ ; jua-rc-t. eiitiuavoiini to ! 
oiit.'iin ♦>!*! i;ii|.4r;.il ir.-.wn of riormany. 
S'J ; )*|fjr|^nii [,iii,iu:if Vi -Ar.thilniw ?liiAni«h 
tr*!'.]!* fr'.in N'lt.licrlitinlii, aiid to allow 
the fr'v) rnt' Tc.-.fUi ftf the Reformed reli- 
flfii'T) thnro. ■<■'«; tiifl ntiniMten anil sforer- 
nor-i mcr-^ pnp|>et<< in hia hanrlH, 99; Oiia- 
ani Illation nt rftffarU hia intended pfiUcy 
t.r.virrl* Snt.'nuriivni'tH, Irtl ; ezpeniiea -.i" 
No»r,erI;ind rol*«ll-.<»ii, Iu2; aucrer at death 
of ri«u]Mcw.nH. |r;2; !infl<yMded fioiir.y .<iur>- 
Ani\tiiiut tft t.hia ovcnr, IfA; dtiflpatchtdi 
ffavr^ to cnr]ivk7<-iur to fiarify the criiin- 
t.ry. 171; IfiUAr-i to ru»tHU:s of Braliant^ 
and to state- '•ounrr.l. 17.#; plrittinffn with i 
Aiitoiiio Pnrfji r/» eiiHiiare lx»n John of , 
Ai.Mtria, 2.14; anuif-attH to Don John, ; 
thr'iMSfh thi» mc'iTiri of Perea. the ue- 
ORMHit.y of thft :uuuMMinatirin of Prince of , 
Orai.ifc i^rt; letter to eHt^tiw-flrentaral to . 
N'sti.^rlanrla in roply ti their oommii- i 
nitMr.io.iH of iMth Ausoutt and 8th Heprem- : 
bcr 1577, 30-j; inMiHrA upon necemity of i 
nvuntaiiiingf the roy:U flupremacy and the , 
Citholiu rAi'jim-k on tiie btMia adof»fed by | 
his father, it>. ; iMuea Ban a«ainflt Pnnee ■ 
of r/ransffj. :iH>i ; deafAfchea Irichnn Mar- • 
jjaret of P.irma to Nethin-Uinrls. ;iO:j ; offers '. 
to rjHt ire to liMeHt «>ii of Pr.nce of Oranire 
the eHtH.ua' b>.-8t<ywed on the r'^latires of • 
his father'.'* murderer, on cmlitiou 'jf hu) ; 
pajin/ d penj^ion to them. 4.'/!. j 

Piiil.p, LAndgrr^iMe of HeMte, hia opposition | 
V< murrimci of his ;frand-'!aij(?'hter, Anmi | 
nt' riiixc.ny, wirh Wiiliam of Orancre, i. 15a; 
his proti;.st aaainflt said marrasfe. l.'*l». : 

Phili'>:rt -Ic hri.celles. hid speech on the 
Emperor'i abiliCJitii^n, i. 5.5. I 

PI':rr»pomt. French army a«aemblcfl at, in ' 
l.w7, L ■%«; arrny ariaeni:,iiidifct. 11)5. i 

Picf-hia Icfl Tours crinvrjiit.on ot between . 
esCitea-iSfcneril of Xet±.>:rlanda and Imice 
of Anjon. ii. 3MiJ. 

P.viear.i, .-liief mjjffi-trite of East Friealand, 
elc-rcii by proviv.oes, i. -0. 

Pimtiis P.iyen, author of a hiatory of the 
times. 1. 90 — in no'*. 

Piirtn;;fal, Mari;i of; fir.sr wife of Philip II., 
L 70. 

Portiijal. Vata oC wife of Alexander of 
Parma, her beauty and accouiplLihri^enta, 
i 240. 

r-rotestantfl, purity of their Urrat*. L 230. 

r.A-ain^fi-.em. deteata secretarlea at Watre- 
iory. i. 31 f}. . 

P*.it..li.'To and Gra-. tw" Era-'.iahmer.. eTcti- I 
rurc'l --/ii d.-arv-e ^.( h.i7ir.^ aa^aAiiiruited j 
r)'ri J.-.i.n of .Vu.srn.x ii. 3 J). j 

Ref' .'.Tu ir..o:i. pn-rirrertii rf, m N'e'herUnda, j 
i. 3-; .v.tem:iti* to sujir.refi".. in Xetiier- 1 
land.^41. 

Reforiiierl relijfion tn-imphant in Holland j 



and ZaAland. ± 306; nipidipnBdthniasii 
the pmTinoea. lA. 

Beformeni. their increaaing boidnea and 
relijpoiu meetings iu the deida. i. 2M; 
their preacher!*, ib. : decta Co which, they 
pnncipMily belonged. 267; commence 
Diuldii.g their dxat temple iTntaide Tonr- 
nay. JlM; demand permiflnoa to preach 
inidde the dcy. ib. : their conduct ac V^ 
lenciennea. :i07: their conduct ac Antwerp 
after .iefeat -if Thoioiue. 317. 

Benionatrance of eatatea of BnuMtnt on ds- 
atriction of Antwerp. iL IHH. 

Ranard. Simon. .<nupected of wridmir > atsasf- 
ing lamporin aijamac Cardinal Gfanveile. 
i. i7H. 

Benneherg, Coimt. brother of Comit Ebxxf- 
atniaten, and nadhi Ider of Fxiealandand 
Drenthe, betrays patrot cauae, zL 373: 
price paid for hia tzoacheiy. 379; afvil in- 
fluence of hia siater, Comeixu Laiain. Bam- 
neaa Monceaii. ib.; hia character, 380; m- 
tercepted letters reveal hia tzeaaon to 
Orange, ib. ; incidenta attending hu aunie 
of the city of Gniningen for Prince of Par- 
ma. 38L; lays .siege to Steenwyk. 390: is 
obliged to abandon the siege. SOS; his 
aiir.ae(iiient career and lieath, ib. 

Beqiiesena, Don Luia de, appointed soccbb- 
•or of Aiva, arrives m Bruuela, ii. 9*2; his 
prcvioiu career, 98 ; inatnictlons received 
from Philip on assuming j[nvemorahip of 
Xetheriands, 100 ; his views of Setherlund 
allairs on first assuming office, 103 ; oppo- 
site opinions held by him and Alva, ib. : 
sends two fleets, under B^imero and AvOa. 
to attempt to rescae Middeibnxg; Iu7: 
parleys with mutinona Spanish troops. 
114^ vain negotiotiunai with asoembly of 
deputiea at Bruaseia, 137; varioiis negc- 
tiationa with Orange, ib.; his ignonuice 
as to Philip's real wiahea and inientioof 
regarding peace, 145 ; preparationa for 
taking poaseaaion of iaiea of ^^^^^'v^d. 15:f : 
hia financial difficulties, IM'; onexpectaii 
death, 161 ; retroax>ecUve vuswa of his char- 
acter and career, ib. 

Rerfuest, proposed to be presented by 
Margaret of Parma by coufederatea of the 
Compromise league, L 250 ; Orange's ateps 
with retard to it, i6. ; subject ot, iiiscuased 
in assembly of notables. 252 ; presentation 
of, 254; purport of tiiis document, ib : 
answer to, 25«5. 

Beulx, Coiut. Governor of Flanders, aolidts 
aid from Prince of Orange against muti- 
neen, iL 183. 

Bhct'iric chambers, their liberal tendimriw 
and infioerice on people, i. 177. 

Richardot. Juan, nephew of tho Kshop of 
Arras, his testimimy to the incredible 
horrors of the sacic of Mechlin, ii. 49. 

Riots of Reformers aorainj^ Cathoiicst in 
Antwerp. iL 'i65 ; in L'trecht, i'>. 

Rir^-rrla. comman<ler of the (rarri.«on of 
ilarlem, warns the citizens o: the .■kbs'ilute 
necesaitj of making a lost effort for free- 
dom. iL 57. 

R/^»da, Jerome de. claims to be sole Governor 
of N'etherLind<5. iL 176; his un worthy 
treatment of yctherland m-bles after 
capture of Antwerp, iL 197 ; writes letter 
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of ocmgratolation to Philip, after capture 
ofthedty, 198. 

Boddph u., acoeasion to the Imperial 
throne, it 218; hia sentiments towards 
Nethetiands, ib. 

BfOmero, Julian, supposed to have been the 
offiomr who uived Jiarmont to escape, i., 
846 ; disgraceful conduct at Naarden, 62. 

Rotterdam, onslaught of Spanish troops on, 
altor vain attempts to recapture Brill, ii. 
21. 

Bayter, Hermande de, a cattle drover, and 
partisan of Orange, murders the Governor 
of liouestein, and takes possession of the 
castle, i. 446 ; blows up the castle, 446. 

Byhove, a nobleman of Qheut, passionately 
I attached to Prince of Orange, and desirous 

of forming a free confederation of Nether- 
i lands, iL 282, seeks an interview with 

Prince of Orange, at Antwerp, to propose 
a revolution in Ghent, 288; mcidents and 
result of interview, ib. ; returns to Ghent, 
and nnres on the people to throw off the 
Spaniw yoke, 285 ; is placed at the head 
of provisional government, 286 ; atrocious 
proceedings against Vischer and Hessels, 
339 ; struggles for power with Imbize, at 
Ohent, 865. 

Bythovius, Peter, Doctor of Divinity, raises 
popular commotion by entering into dis- 
putation with reformed preacher, i. 270. 

Saint Quentin, city of, strategical importance 
of its position, i. 91 ; is thi'eatened by the 
Buke of Savoy, ib. ; battle of; 93 ; assault 
and sack of the city, 96. 

Saint 'Winochsberg, taken by De Thermes, 
LIOO. 

Salseda, a Spaniard, and Basa, an Italian, 
detected in a scheme to poison Anjou and 
Orange, at; instigation of Duke of Parma, 
iL 422 ; fearful mode of execution at Paris, 
ib, 

Sarrasin, John, prior of Saint Vaast, his 
zeal in buying over adherents to royal 
cause, and services in re-establishing the 
TCfjvH authority over the Walloon provinces, 
ii. 887 ; purchases effected by him among 
Catholic nobles, 848. 

Savoy, Emanuel Philibert, Duke of. Regent 
of Netherlands ; his character and early 
career, i. 79 ; takes command of army, 89; 
invests St Quentin, 90 ; recovers his sove- 
reignty, 104 ; promises to marry Margaret, 
sister of King of France, t6. ; rebukes 

• estates for indignity offered to Philip, 
394. 
Saxony, Augustus, Elector of, his eager- 
ness for marriage of his niece Anna with 
William of Orange, i. 163. 
Saxony, Anna of, married to William of 
Orange, i. 151; her eccentricity, ii. 147; 
her conduct towards Orange, iJb. ; her in 
temperance, ib, ; her letters to Alva, ib. , 
her infidelity, 148 ; her solitary confine- 
ment, ib. ; death, t6. 
. Scheldt, victory of the patriot fleet over the 
Spanish fleet, in the year 1574, ii. 106; 
victory of patriot Admiral Haemsted off 
Antwerp, 119. 
Sohetz, Caspar, Baron of Grobbendonok, his 
position, i. 203; his venality, i6.; humilia- 



tion of Granvelle fixed upon by nobles at 

banquet at his house, ib. 
Schoonoven, surrender to Hieiiges, ii. 158. 
Schout and Schepens, chief magistrates and 

aldermen of Flemish cities, how appointed, 

Schouwen conquered by the Spaniards, ii. 
155. 

Schwarzbuig, Coimt Gunther de, despatched 
to Germany, to sue for the hand of the 
Princess Anna of Saxony for William of 
Orange, i. 154. 

Schwendi, Lazarus, fHend of Prince of 
Orange, uives King and Regent to take 
means to aUay storm gathering in Nether- 
lands, i. 202. 

Sects, religious, in Netherlands, i. 36 ; dread- 
ful persecution of, ib. 

Segovia, consultations of Spanish coimcil at, 
on the subject of discontent in Nether- 
lands, i. 286. 

Solwaert Abbey, total destruction of Nassau's 
army near, i. 897. 

Sessa, Carlos da, burnt as a heretic, i. 115. 

Sienna ceded to Cosmo de Medici, i. 86. 

Slaves and serfs in Netherlands, i. 17. 

Smith, Christopher, a Carmelite monk con- 
verted to Protestantism, put to death at 
Antwerp, i. 220. 

Soldiery, dpanish, become mutinous, L 816 ; 
offer to deliver Harlem into the hands of 
Orange, ii. 74 ; are appeased by Alva, 75 ; 
their peculiar situation and constitution 
in Netherlands, 116 ; mutiny immediately 
after battle of Mook, or Mookerheyde, 
117 ; seize Antwerp, ib. ; mutmy settled 
by treaty with governor-general, 119 ; de- 
parture of; fW)m Netherlands, ii 227. 

Sonnius, Dr Francis, sent on a mission to 
Rome to represent necessitv of increase of 
bishoprics m Netherlands, i. 186. 

Sonoy, Diedrich, appointed by Orange Lieu- 
tenant-governor of North Holland, ii. 
26; written instructions given to him 
by the Prince, ib. ; floods the coimtry to 
save Alkmaar, 78; discovers conspiracy 
among certain inhabitants of Holland to 
favour a Spanish invasion, 151 ; establishes 
a kind of olood-coimdl, and commits hor- 
rible cruelty on some of the conspirators, 
ib. 

Sorrento, Archbishop o^ his mission in 
Netherlands, i. 263. 

Spa, meeting of nobles at, to lay the founda- 
tions of the Compromise, i. 246. 

Stadholders of provinces, their functions and 
powers, i. 108. 

Statistics of life and money expended in 
Netherlands during the struggle for 
liberty, ii 197. 

Steeuwyk, the key to the province of 
Drenthe, is besieged by Ronnebei^, ii. 
890; is assailed with red-hot balls and 
with stingless sarcasms, 891 ; pretended 
intercepted letter of Orange, ib. ; homilies 
of Captain Cornput, 892; siege abandoned 
by Rennebei^, to. 

Stolberg, Juliana o^ mother of William of 
Orange, i. 120; her piety and beneficial 
influence on her sons, 121. 

Straalen, Antony van, burgomaster of 
Antwerp, arrested the same day as 

2h 
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E^ont tthd Horn, L 348, to ezecated by 

order of Alva, 400. 
8troKzi« Marshal, uommencw campaiga in 

Italy in 15M, L 83 ; his death. 100. 
Btrycher, Herman, a converted monk, 

addreases an assembly of eight thousand 

persona in neighbourhood ot Ohent^ L 

•264. 
Swarte, John de, and other persona burned 

for reading the Bible, i. 172. 

Taffin, Nicholas, demands that the com- 
munity of Toumay shall defray expenses 
of building Protestant temples, L 295. 

Tanchelyn, his character and career, L 36. 

Teligny, son-iu-law of Coligny, shut up in 
St Quentin, makes an imprudent sortie, 
and further increases dangers of the 
fortress, L 02 ; falls in the encounter, ib. 

Teigoes, besi^ped by Jerome de 't Zeraerts, 
ii. 49 ; position of town, ib. ; expedition to 
relieve the place, 50 ; defeat of besieging 
army, ib. 

Thermes, Paul de. (Joyemor of Calais, L 98 ; 
attacks and takes Dunkirk, 100; taken 
prisoner after battle of Grarelines, 102. 

Thionrille, siege of; i. 100. 

Tholouse, Mamix de, commands expedition 
against Walcheron, projected by Brede- 
rode, i. 815. 

Tiskaen, Hans, his execution for heresy by 
order of Regent, i. 260. 

Tisnacq. engagement at, between mutinous 
Spanish troops and a mass of students, 
buighers, and peasantry, ii. 181. 

Titelmann, Peter, inquisitor in Flanders, 
Douay, and Toumay, his character and 
cruelty, i. 170; remonstiunces made by 
citizens and estates against his monstrous 
proceedings, 221 ; prognosticates evil from 
the escape of Orange, 850. 

Toledo, Don Ferdinand de. grand prior, na- 
tural son of the Duke of Alva, his friend- 
ship for Egmont^ i 845 ; uiges Egmont to 
escape, 848. 

Torquemada. first grand inquisitor, i. 166 ; 
number of individuals burnt alive during 
his administration, i6. 

Toumay, its liberties destroyed by Charles 
v., i. 58 ; citizens of, disarmed, 298 ; is be- 
sieged by Alexander of Parmst, ii. 405; de- 
fended by Princess of Espinoy, ib. ; capi- 
tulation of, 406. 

Treaty of Union signed between Prince of 
Orange and estates of Holland and Zea- 
land on the one side, and other provinces 
of Netherlands on the other, ii. 196; great 
credit and benefits accming from the 
treaty, 200; popularity of the treaty, 201. 

Trent, decrees of Council of, ordered to be 
enforced in Netherlands, I 222; their pro- 
visions, ib. ; contrary to the privil^es of 
provinces, ib. ; opposition to their promul- 
gation, ib. ; opposition of clergy to Council 
of, 231 ; orders to publish Council of Trent 
Edicts and Inquisition throughout Nether- 
lands, 237. 

Troslong, William de Blois, Seigneur de, 
one of the leaders of 'the Beggars of the 
Sou, his part in capture of Brill, ii. 18. 

TMbaulet, jester at tne court of Charles T., 
i. 64. 



Trond, St, anembly of members of Compto- 
mise league at^ L 270; diasohition of^ as- 
sembly, 278. 

Tmchses, (Gerard, Axthbishop of Cologne, 
seeks refuge with Prince of Orange at 
Delft, itm 

Uitenhove, a FlemieSi noble, roosted to death 
by slow fire for having been engaged in 
the capture of Brill, it 91. 

Union of Brussels, ii. 214; tenor, motive, 
and effect of agreement, ib. ; germ of de- 
struction coiltfdned in it, 215. 

Utrecht^ foundation of bishopric of, i 11; 
city and province of^ declared to have for- 
feited an rights and property by opposition 
to new system of taxation, 431 ; appeal to 
PhUip against Alva. 432; Union ot effected 
by William of Orangei SL 846 ; object and 
provisions of Union, tb. ; characterisation 
of Union, 848. 

Yalendennee, citj ot, its origin and situa- 
tion, i. 807 ; renises to admit a garrison of 
Spanidi mercenaries, 808 ; is invested by 
Noircarmes, ib. ; appeals to the Knights 
of the Fleece for assistance, 811 ;* terms 
proposed by Regent^ and counter proposi- 
tions to these, 822 ; assault and surrouier 
ot, 823; sufferings of citizens, 825. 

Valladolid. first auto-da-f$ at. i. 114. 

Yalois, Maigaret of; Queen of Navarre, her 
exceedingbeauty and great talents, iL 251 ; 
her intrigues in Hainault in fstvour of 
Duke of Alengon, «&.; her receptioii at 
Namur by Don John of Austria, 262. 

Yandenesse, private secretary to Philip IL 
and secret agent of Orange, informs the 
latter that Alva has received orders to 
arrest him, i. 881. 

Yaigas, Francis de, opinion as to in&UibHity 
of Council of Trent» i. 222. 

Yargas, Juan de, member of the Blood- 
Council, his vicious and cruel character, 
i. 865. 

Yaucelles, truce of; concluded 5fch February 
1556 ; rejoicings caused by, i. 80. 

Yelleda, a Oerman prophet^s, promises suc- 
cess to Claudius Civilis, and gains con- 
federates for him, i. 8; is bought ovm* by 
the Romans, ib. 

Yenero and Zimmermann, execution of, the 
accomplices of assassin of Prince of Orange, 
ii. 416. 

Yerdugo, report of state of affidrs in Kruasels 
and Antwerp in consequence of mutiny of 
Spanish soldiers, ii. 176. 

Yervins, town of, burned and pillaged by 
Spanish army, under Duke of Satoy, L 91. 

Yigiius, van Aytta, president of the 
council, his petsonal appearance, L 53 ; 
his ori^n, talents, and teaming, 118 ; his 
early career, ib. ; nominated member of 
council of state and of consulta, 119; 
odious on accoxint of supposed participa- 
tion in composition of edict of 1650, i6. ; 
his bigotry and intolerance, ib. ; his 
pusillanimity, i. 179 ; his desire to retire, 
and Philip's oribes to retain liim in office, 
ijb. ; his speech to the assembly of Knights 
of the Fleece, convoked in 1562, 183; 
tendered uneasy by uprooting of a mul 
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berry-tree, 184 ; his tmeaslneas after recall 
of Granvelle, and contempt with which he 
was treated by the Regent, 218 ; his love 
of lucre, ib. ; accusations of Regent 
against him, 219; being attacked by 
apoplexy is superseded by Hopper, 224; 
attempts to smooth the troubled waters, 
286; represents necessity for the King's 
presence in Netherlands, 289; his obse- 
quiousness to Alva, 354; assists in the 
choice of members of the Blood-Council, 
855; his eulogy on the prudence and 
gentleness of Alva, 859 ; opposes Alva's 
new scheme of arbitrary taxation in 
Netherlands, 430 ; his endeavours to pro- 
cure an amnesty, 432 ; adopts the cause of 
the people in opposition to Alva, ii. 5; 
dissenting statements as to his presence 
in state-coimdl on occasion of its arrest 
by the Seigneur de Heze, 182— in note; 
his death, 241. 

Tillages, number of, i. 48. 

Tillars, de, commanding a division of patriot 
army under Louis of Nassau, is defeated 
first at Roermonde, i. 878; subsequently 
at ErkelensandDalem, ib.; betrays Orange's 
designs, ib. 

Yitelli, Chiappin, his character and extraor* 
dinary obesity, ii 156 ; his death, ib. 

Yroedschappen, or councillors elected by the 
cdties in Netherlands, i 20. 

Walcheren, horrid internecine warfare in the 
island of, ii. 25 ; detestable cruelty of na- 
tives towards Spaniards, ib. 

Walloon, provinces of; Artois, Hainault, 
Lille, Douay, and Orchies, unite in a 
separate league, 1579, iL 844 ; conferences 
with deputations from states-general, 851 ; 
deputation sent to Prince of Parma before 
Haestricht, 853 ; flattering reception given 



to deputation, ib. ; fascination exercised 
by Pnnce on deputation, ib. ; preliminary 
Accord signed with King's government, 
td. ; provisions of Accord, ib. ; effect pro« 
duced by Accord throughout Nether- 
lands on Prince of Orange and in France, 
854. 

Walsingham, Sir Francis, and Lord Cobham, 
despatched to Netherlands by Queen of 
England to endeavour to effect pa(dfication 
between the estates and the Governor, 
Don John of Austria, ii. 318 ; conference 
with Don John, ib.; leave Netherlands, 
having failed in their mission, t&. 

Willebrock, interview between Orange, EJg- 
mont, and Mansfeld at, i. 828, 

Willemzoon Dirk, an anabaptist, put to death 
imder dreadful tortures after an admir- 
able act of Christian self-devotion, i. 426. 

Women, condition of in Netherlands, i 48. 

Ypres forced to yield to Spanish govern- 
ment, and dead heretics hanged and 
living ones killed, ii. 441. 

Zealand, islands of; recovered by patriots, 
ii. 201. 

Zeraerts, Jerome van 't, appointed by Orange 
Governor of the island of Walchereny ii. 24. 

^erickzee, besieged by Mondragon, ii. 155 ; 
attempts to relieve city, 170 ; surrenders 
on advice of Prince of Orange, 171 ; condi- 
tions of surrender, ib. ; mutiny of Spanish 
troops after surrender, ib. 

Zutphen, enormous cruelties committed at, 
by order of Alva, ii 51. 

Zuyder Zee formed by submersion of lands 
along the Vlie, i. 20; naval engagement in, 
between Count Bossu and Admiral Dirk- 
zoon, ii. 89 ; victory of patriots and capture 
of Spanish Adminu, ib. 
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